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Now, where did I leave that that winch? 

February      
20 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm 

start) 
Briggs Field  

20 RCGA Open League 5 Warrnam-
bool 

 

26 Scale Aero tow Briggs Field  
March      
12/13/14 Scale Slope Camper-

down 
 

20 F3B League 3 Sunbury  
20 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm 

start) 
Briggs Field  

25/26/27/28 Scale Fly In Jerilderie  
26 Scale Aero tow Briggs Field  
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Presidents Report                                Max Haysom 

Cover Photo: Discus, Danny Malcman at VARMS field 18 Dec, 2004—Russ Naughton 

February 2005 
 
Happy New Year! Let us all work towards having more fun and less problems. 
 
A lot has happened over the break We have had some destructive vandals attack our Shelter 
with metal darts made from 10mm x 300mm stainless steel bolts fired from some sort of 
weapon. They succeeded in breaking a window in the Shelter and there are many small holes 
in the south wall. A report was made to Knox Police who said that these devices were lethal 
and they would look out for similar attacks. 
 
The “Brick” BBQ self destructed  at the December meeting and we have replaced it with 2 
smaller 2 burner folding leg portable units that can be stored in the Container. One unit is cur-
rently stored ready to go and the other one as soon as we re-organise the storage space. 
 
We had a few problems closing out the Glider training injury that you can read elsewhere. Ian 
Slack has done a very good job and it raised some problems with our club rules which have 
now been re-written to remove any that were either not current or ambiguous, added to, and 
re-arranged for easier understanding. A copy is attached to this newsletter and I ask that you 
read it carefully, digest the reasoning and follow these guidelines. Please don’t tell me you did 
not get a copy. 
 
We did a lot of cleaning up around the Shelter and containers and had some contractors in to 
help with the heavy slashing of the western and southern long grass areas of the property. 
They did a good job but it still leaves us with a lot of slashing to reduce the fire hazard.  
Weather permitting, we will be able to complete the balance of the job soon. Thanks Guys! 
 
Someone has cut the 3 wire fence on High Street Road, immediately west of the gate strainer. 
While this is strictly not our responsibility, I have made a temporary repair, for security rea-
sons, and notified VicRoads for them to make a more permanent repair. This had obviously 
been cut some time before I found out. Could I ask that you all keep your eyes open for things 
that are not “right” at the property/field and inform a member of the club committee    . 
 
 
 Max Haysom  

The Electronic Edition, “AspectivitEE” 
 

If you would prefer to receive Aspectivity as the “Electronic Edition” emailed to you 
in the form of a PDF file, readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader, a free download from 
http://www.adobe.com and on most computer magazine disks, please send an email to  

aspectivity@hotmail.com 
The Electronic Edition is in full colour and will have clickable links to websites and 
email addresses.  It will also have extra pages of photographs.  You will NOT get the 

snail mail paper edition, but you can print out the Electronic Edition whenever you want, 
and in colour.   

The Electronic Edition is a file of about 1 to 4 MB, depending upon contents. 

http://www.adobe.com
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Mumblings from Numb Thumbs 
 
Happy New Year to one and all!  May it bring fair winds and soft landings! 
 
A BIG “Thank you” to Ian Slack for his efforts in closing out the “incident”.    It just goes to 
show how easy it is to misjudge distance with your plane.  I know I’ve “landed” in a couple of 
tree tops!  I suppose a major lesson to be learnt is to always try to keep track of the planes and 
people, where ever you are on the field, and to always keep in mind the “Rules”, printed on 
pages 15 and 16 in this Newsletter. 
 
The Rules are there so all of us can pull them out of the newsletter and keep them somewhere 
handy.  Not a bad idea to read them, too! 
 
My summer break involved no flying at all—shock/horror!  A family trip to Kangaroo Island 
instead, and no room for a plane, not even the Falcon!  Still, if you want somewhere that al-
ways seems to have fantastic onshore winds and wonderful sea cliffs to slope off—like the sea 
eagles and ospreys I was watching and gnashing my teeth—it is a great place!  Not a bad place 
for a relaxing camping holiday either! 
 
I hope you all managed to get in some flying… 
 
The recent vandalism at High Street Road is a worry.  We all certainly need to keep our eyes 
open and report any suspicious behavior to the Police.  People firing cross bows around the 
field is a definite worry!  Even EPP foamies would have problems with a stainless steel cross 
bow bolt!  Titanium on the other hand... 
 
On another note…  I work in a large high school and have convinced the Technology teachers 
to get a pilot (pardon the pun) group of students to make foamie planes as part of their 
“Systems and Control” unit.  The kids are fired up with enthusiasm and are looking forward to 
the challenge!  Beats making Lego robots…  The plan is to get them to construct something like 
a “Blue Frog” - reviewed in an earlier edition— out of Depron in small groups, probably pairs.  
Should be a lot of fun and I am looking forward to getting a new crop of Year 9’s excited about 
flying.  Who knows, another world champion in the making…  Anyone want to give a hand??? 
 
Don’t forget  the club meeting this month is to be held 
at Glen Waverly Primary School.  If you would like to 

do some flying beforehand, by all means head on 
down to the Field beforehand!  

Friday, February 14th! 

Control Tower conversations: 
 
 Tower: "Eastern 702, cleared for takeoff, contact Departure on frequency 124.7" Eastern 702: 
"Tower, Eastern 702 switching to Departure.  By the way, after we lifted off we saw some kind 
of dead animal on the far end of the runway." 
Tower: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff behind Eastern 702, contact Departure on fre-
quency 124.7.  Did you copy that report  from Eastern 702?" 
Continental 635: "Continental 635, cleared for takeoff, roger; and  yes, we copied Eastern... 
we've already notified our caterers." 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF  12/11/2004 
Glen Waverley Primary School 

THE TRAINING DATES FOR 2005 ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 

FEB 6, 20           MAR 6, 20       APR 3, 17        MAY 1, 15, 29        JUN 19     JUL 3, 17, 31    
AUG 14, 28    SEP 11, 25        OCT 9, 23        NOV 6, 20              DEC 4 

Training Radio Frequencies are:    605   641   643 

MINUTES OF THE CLUB GENERAL MEETING OF 10.12.04 
Held at Briggs Field .Comm. 8.30 P.M. 

 
Present: Max Haysom, Roger Stevenson, David Jones Ian Pearson &Martin Hopper & David Pratley.. 
. 
Apologies: – Nil.. 
New members and Visitors: Nil. 
Raffles drawn: Winners : Club. Prize .ARF Violet Glider – winner Club Junior member: also 
 Xmas Raffle .Prize- Sealing iron & roll of Profilm-winner Jim Houdalikis 
Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting:  Taken as Read and accepted. 
Matters arising from Minutes: Nil 
Correspondence In: VMAA Committee Minutes for Nov.04.:E mail from David Jones re new Aspectivity E 
Mail Address Anti Cancer Council corresp.. Out-Heavy Model Aircraft Inspector Applic for Greg Voak. 
. 
President’s Report: 
VARMS Stickers – no word on progress to date. 
Proposed revision of Club/field Rules 
Ian Slack to report at next Club Exec. Meet. 
Heavy Model Inspector Applic. –no word as yet. Ian Slack to follow up. 
High Street Field re/name? –motion passed to change name to “High Street Road, VARMS Field”. 
VARMS Honour Board-Committee decision to create Club Honours Board, to recognise Club Members signifi-
cant modelling achievements – eg David Hobby F3J World Champs 04 win, and ray Cooper world records-board 
to be erected in HSR Field Clubhouse. 
Site Liaison New Briggs Field Club signs being erected adjacent to new fence boundary fronting onto High 
Street Rd. 
Flying Field drainage works, to be deferred to date early in New Year 2005. 
Contest Director Report: None given. 
Registrar –214 paid up members as at tonight. VARMS Trophy report for Sunday 5th Dec.04 – No word on re-
placement of Club training Officer. Club Training dates notice board to be re-located to front of HSR Field. – 
First Club Training Day for 05,6 Feb . 
HSR Club Field Training Incident Sun.21 Nov.04 –injury to father of Club Junior member.-involving pilot 
error in landing Club training 2 metre glider.-injured person 80 metres away from Pilot. Remedial Action. Essen-
tial for ALL flying members on field to keep proper lookout for gliders on final landing approach. – Location of 
nearest Hosp. Emergency dept details(FTGully Wm.Angliss Hosp.) to be kept with first aid kit in key board, at 
HSR Field. 
Treasurer.  Club Accounts in good shape approx $11000 in current acc. Club Auction approx profit$300 
Round The Shops. – David Pratley - Tim Lennon, NIMH Battery packs and steel rulers for sale .Dave’s Toys  – 
good “45” motor and Violet ARF Glider kit,$175 also Rush ARF kit -  Details see Dave Pratley.-  Rojas Hobbies 
– well stocked for Xmas. 
 Martin Hopper: Field condition report. Field generally in excellent condition. 
Editor Report None avail.. 
General Business: 
Toilet servicing – arr.by Max Haysom. 
Club Windsock – replacement organised by Ian Slack. and to be installed shortly. 
Club Computer CPU Sale. – Committee decision to sell this to former Editor Colin Smith .on offered terms. 
Special Interest Reports .- Scale Glider Group – Colin Collyer-report on Horsham & Bendigo Meets. – Camper-
down Meet – w/e before Aust.Day.05 
 
 
Meeting Closed 10.00 P.M. 
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Send stuff for Aspectivity to: 
 

David Jones 
17 Aitken Street, Clifton Hill 3068 

9481 8516 / 0427 371442 
Better yet, Email to: 

aspectivity@hotmail.com 

Club Garments 
David Pratley 9887 0558 

 

Flying Jacket  $ 46.00     
Windcheater  $ 28.00    

 

Polo Shirt  $ 21.00          
Cap $ 12.00    

 

Sew-On Badge $ 7.00  

The keyboard 
Your key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can 
be easily recognised and contacted in 
case of a frequency clash. 

Any problems, queries or  requests re-
garding the field please give the  

“Grass Hopper” a ring on  
9873 8256 

Mowing Roster Heavy Duty 
and  

‘Special’ 
Servo leads  

Made  
to  

order 
John 

Gottschalk   
9763 6284 

Upgrade to  
NiMH  
Battery 

packs and 
fly for  
longer 
Tim  

Lennon    
9578 5045 

Bruce Robinson 
 

9887 8996 26/02 

Brian Martin 9878 2170 05/03 

Greame Hollis 9739 4886 12/03 

Ross Peasley 9877 2215 19/03 

Brian Spencer 9878 7207 26/03 

Kevin Robert-
son 

9796 5604 02/04 

Keath Heale 9509 6829 09/04 

Jim Norman 9802 7155 12/02 

Jim Baker 9803 2185 19/02 

AT THE NAB 
    
Income V's Spending 

Between 1/12/04 and 31/01/05 

    
    
Income   

Bank Interest 0.31 

Fundraising $104.60 
Raffle               $104.60   
    
Subs 04/05 $435.00 

Total Income $539.91 

    
Expense Categories   
Administration $96.30 
  - Equipment    $70.00   
  - General     $6.30   
   - Postage    $20.00   
Aspectivity $519.12 

     -  Printing    $519.12   
Briggs Field $452.63 
   - Maintenance    $68.00   
   - Mowing    $91.18   
   - Other    $293.45   
Fee Refund $115.00 
Food $235.41 
   - Christmas BBQ   
$235.41 

  

Insurance  $280.00 
   - Flying   $280.00   
Raffle Expenses $174.95 
Rent $91.68 
   - HSR   $91.68   
Training $24.00 
   - Repairs   $24.00   
    
Total Expense Catego-
ries 

$1,989.09 

Notice of Change to February 2005  
General Meeting place 

 
Please note that the General Club Meeting for February 2005 will be held in the 

Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, ie the normal venue. Should you wish, there 
is absolutely no reason why you cannot arrive at the field early, do some flying or 
bring your own BBQ meat etc./ Picnic and then move to the Hall around 8.00PM.         
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From the 400 Factory                                                                      David Hipperson 

From the 400 Factory                                                                      David Hipperson 
  

 
  

    The importance of being restrained. 
 
    Sorry to disappoint some of you out there but you can stop thinking about bondage, handcuffs and 
PVC because this only concerns receivers. At the P & DARCS electric fly- in (more of this later) I suf-
fered an interesting problem with the GWS Beaver I described in the last 400 Factory. Immediately after 
launch the motor started hunting slightly as I was not too happy about this I brought the model around in 
the circuit ready to land. However, on what would have been the downwind turn the model went very 
squiggly(technical term meaning all over that particular patch of sky). Regaining some control it finally 
fell out of the air from about a metre up. No drama in this instance as the model weighs all of 400 grams 
and the outfield was mown which allowed the model to fall into a heap of cut hay. This was all very odd 
as up until this point the model had performed perfectly. 
   After collecting the model I tried out all the controls including motor while holding the model in my 
hand. You guessed it! no problems in evidence. So, I tried a range test with motor up to full power and 
still no problems. As there was no one else on the flight line I put it up for another flight and once again 
the hunting showed up followed by an abrupt left turn and what might generously be called a semi-
controlled landing. 
    On the way back to the pits I was talking to Knut Neumann about this puzzle and he asked if I had the 
receiver well packed in place. The answer, of course, was that it wasn’t. In the Beaver there is a 
moulded space in the fuselage under the servos providing a soft place for the receiver to sit. As the fuse-
lage is polystyrene foam and the receiver was semi-wedged in place by the servo wires I thought all 
would be OK. I was wrong! So I stuffed some bits of soft foam rubber in round the receiver and while I 
was at it took the time to look around the rest of the airframe. During this check I spotted another prob-
lem but this time with the motor. Anyone vaguely familiar with GWS will know their motors are 
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mounted on 10 X 10mm hardwood sticks. An integral square box on the gearbox fits over this stick and 
is secured by a self- tapping screw. The Himark metal gearbox I was using with my brushless matches 
this system but wasn’t quite such a firm fit as the GWS items which are real press on items. During my 
checking I found that the self- tapper was loose by about ½ a turn. Not much, but enough to allow some 
vibration to occur and this was undoubtedly passed along to that receiver. 
    With this screw tightened and the foam in place round the receiver control on the next flight was back 
to being solid as a rock other than the nut on the sticks. The moral to all of the above being that even a 
small, simple model such as the Beaver can have problems and my contributions were laziness in not 
carrying out full pre-flight checks and making assumptions that nothing had changed since the last 
flight. 
    Another aircraft on that day causing some raised eyebrows was Frank Curzon’s Grob motor glider. 
Over time I’ve talked Frank into trying these new-fangled electrics and after a successful foray with a 
nifty little Speed 400 Tom-E-Boy he decided to buy a nice looking Chinese ARF Grob of about two me-
tres span. I’ll confess that when I saw the “el cheapo” supplied can 600 motor together with it’s seven 
inch folding prop I told him that I thought on seven cells this 1600 + gram model might be struggling a 
bit. So after some discussion Frank went the whole hog and fitted an Axi 2820/10 outrunner together 
with an eight cell NiCad pack I made up for him. Spinning a 12 X 6 prop this had what might fairly be 
considered an excess of grunt and so it proved on the day. Didn’t know that they were running a pylon 
race for two metre models. 
     The Grob got off the ground more like an Me 163 rocket fighter than a motor glider and ripped up to 
towline height in zero time. Despite Frank heaving back on the throttle it was still really quick com-
bined with a twitchy response in pitch even with the elevator set at half rates. Nevertheless after a few 
circuits Frank got it down in one piece, brows were wiped and we went to have a coffee. Throws were 
reduced even further and the prop swapped for a 10 X 6. These modifications helped but the Grob re-
mained pretty fast and exceedingly maneuverable although much more flyable. Plans are afoot to tame it 
further by which time it should be an even more pleasant flying machine. Bear in mind that there is 
nothing significantly wrong with the model as things stand other than the shock it gave us. 
    What was interesting were the mutterings from Frank on the way home about the amount of power 
the Axi puts out, suggesting there is likely to be a considerably different type of electric powered scale 
model emerging from his workshop before too many moons pass. 
   I finally have to mention the P & DARCS day which was really top notch. Well done that club. Sim-
ply beaut’ weather, a mint condition flying field and great companionship. The turn out of competitors 
and sport fliers was good as Mike Farnan frightened us all with the world’s quickest Transall then both 
pylon racers and ducted fans entertained us. I only had one criticism and that was that there were very 
few thermals about but Fred Webb assured me they had a box full of them in the club room which they 
were due to release later in the day. 
    Electronics :  From both FMA Direct and Diversity in the USA come plug in modules that go be-
tween your ESC and receiver to adapt your non-LiPo ESC to suit the cut off point of LiPos. This is dif-
ferent to that of Nicads and NiMH cells and a non-LiPo ESC can cause damage to these new cells by 
allowing them to over-discharge. Both of these units are very inexpensive, particularly with the rela-
tively high value of our Aussie dollar, and are worth a look. 
    That’s all for now folks. 

Control Tower conversations continued: 
 A student became lost during a solo cross-country flight. While attempting to locate the air-
craft on radar, ATC asked, "What was your last  known position?" Student: "When I was num-
ber one for takeoff." 
 
A DC-10 had come in a little hot and thus had an exceedingly long  rollout after touching 
down. San Jose Tower Noted: "American 751, make a hard right turn at the end of the runway, 
if you are able.  If you are not able, take the Guadalupe exit off Highway 101, make a right at 
the lights and return to the airport." 
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On 21 November 2004 at our High St Rd field, a person was struck on the head by a 
glider. The person received a severe cut to the forehead which required 10 stitches. Ap-
propriate action was taken at the time to assist the injured person and they were 
promptly taken to hospital for medical attention. 
 
To avoid any misinformation, here is a description of the incident. 
 
A club glider, being used for our regular fortnightly training session, was on landing ap-
proach into wind. Due to a slight wind shift, the line of approach was slightly across the 
front of the flight line. 
As members would be aware, the club field slopes downhill away from the flight line 
when flying to the south and this has the effect of extending the glide path. 
The injured party had proceeded down the field some 80/100 meters and was untan-
gling a bungee line which had dropped over a winch line due to the shifting wind. The 
person was kneeling down and the glider hit him on the forehead causing a severe cut. 
Clearly the assessment made by the pilot that the flight path was clear of the person on 
the field was incorrect. 
 
As result of the Committee’s investigation into this incident, the following changes to 
the Club Rules regarding glider operations at High St Rd are to apply immediately. 
 
1. ANY person proceeding upwind of the flight line MUST ensure that the pilots on the 
flight line are advised of this movement. A clear announcement of “ON FIELD” or simi-
lar is required 
2. Winches and bungees MUST not be mixed on the flight line. Bungees must be on 
one end of the flight line such that a drifting line and parachute does not fall across 
winch lines. It is strongly recommended that a “landing corridor” be left between 
winches and bungees. Winches, where practicable should be wound down. 
3. Landings wherever possible, must be in clear areas i.e. behind the flight line or in a 
landing corridor. If a landing over winch or bungee lines cannot be avoided, the pilot 
must land as soon as possible and must NOT attempt to fly past any person on the field. 
No person, either club member or member of the public, shall be allowed on the power 
strips or glider field without having been informed of the correct safety procedures. i.e. 
Calls to be made informing pilots of actions. Also, when on strip or field, a proper look-
out must be kept for approaching planes whether on takeoff, launch or landing. 
 
The above changes will be included in our printed club rules and an amended copy will 
be forwarded to all members as soon as possible. 
 
The above changes will be included in our printed club rules and an amended copy will 
be forwarded to all members as soon as possible. 

SAFETY NOTICE 
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These were to be held on Sunday, March 27, at our High Street Road Field.  
The event was to be run by the Radio Control Gliding Association (RCGA) and 
they have decided to run the event at another location a week prior to the above 
date because it is Easter Sunday, and it clashes with other events. 
The new location: Sunbury/Diggers Rest, Melways Ref 351J3 (proceed along Da-
vies Rd into Restvale Estates). New date: Sunday March 20 
If you have any queries contact RCGA direct or contact Max Haysom 

Victorian State Thermal Championships 2005 

 

December 
Meeting 
Photos 

Thanks again, 
Russ Naughton 
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Saturday we all travelled up to the Bendigo aero model club field at Marong only to find 
that it had been declared a day of total fire ban and a sign had been  erected on the gate 
to the flying field. As  the  numbers kept arriving it looked as there would no flying for 
the day but all was saved when the president of the Bendigo Gliding Club who also hap-
pened to be a member of the Aero model club invited us all over to fly at the full sized 
glider field at Raywood about 30kms away and so off we drove 
When we arrived we helped push one of the full size gliders out of the hangar and we 
were given a big heap of space in which to rig up the tugs and gliders and soon we were 
out flying . Due to a problem with their launch winch we had the field and the sky all to 
ourself for about 2hours .With Theo’s tug and also Michael Lui’s tug with his son Justin 
at the controls, they soon had everyone who wanted fly up and into the air. 
After fixing their winch we soon had a line of full size gliders coming out on to the start-
ing area for the winch hook-up which sort of crowed our landing area a bit with a fence 
on one side and a road and then about 50 metres away 4 or 5 gliders sitting there wait-
ing to hook up it was a bit hairy coming into land if you started to wander on your final 
approach especially for this turkey who is not renowned for landing in confined spaces 
as I usually need about 50 acres not 50 metres but the full sized gliders survived. We 
were given a portable radio receiver so we knew when they were taking off and land-
ing .They looked awfully big when the came in to land over our heads with their air 
brakes out and whistling as they came in to land . We were able to fly along side each 
other quite safely.  They have a nice set-up there with toilets and showers attached to 
their clubrooms and their have a wet bar for after the flying is finished 
We have been invited to come up for a weekend next year and there is plenty of hangar 
space to roll out swags and store the models so we will look into a trip there next year. 
The evening meal was taken a various times at the Marong Hotel who serve up the big-
gest Porterhouse steak I have ever seen 
Sunday dawned warm and sunny with a few clouds in the sky and just a whisper of a 
breeze and looked like a good day for chucking a few gliders around the sky 
Drove out to the aero model field about 9 am and Theo was all ready on the job towing 
Ian Ward up, Ian and Peter Gibbons had travelled down from Horsham for the week-
end . It wasn't long before there was a few of us up flying in really good air with a bit of 
cloud for a backdrop to see the models . My first flight for the day lasted 19 minutes so 
it was starting out the right way . Soon there were queues of 9 or 10 gliders lining up to 
be towed up and the 2 tugs were working overtime getting us all into the air, Theo was 
during a bit of lawn mowing on his landings and I am sure that his prop was a lot 
smaller by the end of the day but done a great job of getting us into the air . I am not 
sure if this was Justin Liu’s first time as a tug pilot or not but he done a sterling job out 
there in the hot sun as I think it got up around the 38 degree mark 
The wind got a bit strong there for a while but then died off bit but it didn't stop people 
from flying There was only one casualty for the weekend and I don’t know the mem-
ber’s name or what his model was but it was a war bird of some sort ,it was flying 
around nicely on a thermal when the wing decided to part company with the fuzz and 
as the wing started to float down the fuzz took to shortest vertical path to mother earth 
with a great thud when it hit the ground.  I saw the pilot go out with a garbage bag to 
pick up the pieces . 
A big thank you to the Bendigo members who put on a BBQ lunch for us and they also 
had plenty of icy cold drinks 

MARONG  2004                                                       Gary Mac 
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Above:   Never turn your back on an Outback!  They eat Slopies for breakfast!  Kilcunda Ridge 
Below:  It is nice to know our efforts are appreciated! - writing on the style built by Ian and 
Colin at Kilcunda Ridge. 
Photos:  Max McCulloch 
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WARRNAMBOOL GRAND ANNUAL GLIDE IN 
(Better than Sex) 

 
Details:  

a)  Slope Day and BBQ lunch  Saturday 19th  FEBRUARY 2005  
(excellent clear sites SE to SW) 

 
b)  10 in 12 Sun  20th FEBRUARY 2005  9.00 AM START (GREAT TROPHIES!) 

 
See Warrnambool Touro details at http://www.warrnambool.org  

 
LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED HELP TO  ARRANGE ACCOMMODATION. 

 
IF YOU NEED MAPS OF LOCATION OF FLAT FIELD AND SLOPES  

SEND ME YOUR ADDRESS  
 

SEE YOU THERE        
(PLEASE SEND THIS NOTICE ON TO OTHER FLIERS) 

 
IAN BARTON 

 
 

Enquiries C/- Local Coordinators: 
Ian Barton, ( temp h) 0439633374 (w)  03 5563 1407 

5 Humphreys St Warrnambool 3280 
Grant Lewis, (h) 03 5562 6235  (w)  03 5561 4749 (Mob) 

0408626235 
Email:  ibarton@swh.net.au     

http://www.warrnambool.org
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Radio Control Glider Association Inc. 
Contest and Event Calendar: 2005 

Revision date: 30 Jan 2005 

February       
20 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm start) Briggs Field VARMS 
20 RCGA Open League 5 Warrnambool G Lewis/I Barton 
26 Scale Aero tow Briggs Field SSA 

March       
12/13/14 Scale Slope Camperdown Scale Group 
20 F3B League 3 Sunbury Gregg Voak 
20 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm start) Briggs Field VARMS 
25/26/27/28 Scale Fly In Jerilderie Gregg Voak 
26 Scale Aero tow Briggs Field SSA 

April       
10 VMAA State Thermal Champs (RCGA 6) Briggs Field M Kroger/G Carter 
17 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm start) Briggs Field VARMS 
24 RCGA Open League 7 Sunbury G Norman/M 

Kroger 
23/24/25 Scale Aero tow Swan Hill SSA 

May       
15 VARMS Trophy (1.00pm start) Briggs Field VARMS 
22 RCGA Open League 8 Briggs Field T Dupuche 
22 Scale Slope Mt Hollowback SSA 

June       
11/12/13 LSF Tournament (RCGA Open League 9) Jerilderie LSF 
26 Scale Aero tow Briggs Field SSA 

July       
24 RCGA Open League 10 (Final) Briggs Field D Pratley/G Carter 

Contacts: 
RCGA Events      Gerry Carter 03 9809 0172 
VARMS Trophy Events     Max Haysom 03 9801 3899 
Scale Soaring Association (SSA) Events   Barry DeKyper03 9439 8087 

Control Tower Conversations, continued: 
 
There's a story about the military pilot calling for a priority  landing because his single-engine jet 
fighter was running "a bit  peaked." Air Traffic Control told the fighter jock that he was number two, 
behind a B-52 that had one engine shut down.  "Ah," the fighter pilot remarked, "The dreaded seven-
engine approach." 
 
 Taxiing down the tarmac, a DC-10 abruptly stopped, turned around and returned to the gate. After an 
hour-long wait, it finally took off.  A concerned passenger asked the flight attendant, "What exactly, was 
the problem?" "The pilot was bothered by a noise he heard in the engine," explained the flight atten-
dant. "It took us a while to find a new pilot." 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Members,  will you please wear your membership badge at the 

field at all times.  
 
Two reasons, first it helps to put a name to a face, and avoid embarrassment. 
Second it instantly identifies current members from those budging on our fa-
cilities, hogging the frequency board and who may not be insured.  
It is in your interest to ask them to either leave our field or join the club. Visitors 
from other clubs will be signed in the visitors book by their host for the day and 
will have their own club badge for identification, or at very least their MAAA 
membership card as proof if identity.                                                           The Committee 

 

Where insurance is concerned  
we cannot be too careful. 

POSITION VACANT 
TRAINING OFFICER 

 

After 4 years as principal training officer and 2 years prior to this as a regular 
training member I would like a break. Accordingly, expressions of interest are 

requested from members for someone to take over this role. 
 

The main duties are co-ordination of personnel and equipment. 
 

Personnel: The current process is that 2 members are asked to assist in    
training each fortnight. Dave Weller currently undertakes the task of ringing 

around.  
Equipment: The club has 3 Preludes as training planes. Some minor          

maintenance is required each fortnight i.e. tightening or repairing covering etc. 
Major repairs have been fairly infrequent since we started using buddy boxes. 

Assistance with major repairs is always available. There are also 3 sets of    
transmitters with buddy boxes. The main task each fortnight is to ensure that 

the transmitter and flight batteries are charged for use on Sunday. 
Please contact either myself or Max Haysom to nominate for this 

highly rewarding position or for any further information.    

Ian Slack: 94893001   Max Haysom 9801 3899 

Control Tower Conversations, continued: 
 
A Pan Am 727 flight waiting for start clearance in Munich overheard the following: Lufthansa 
(in German): "Ground, what is our start clearance time?" Ground (in English): "If you want an 
answer you must speak in English." Lufthansa (in English): "I am a German, flying a German 
airplane,  in Germany. Why must I speak English?" Unknown voice from another plane (in a 
beautiful British accent):"Because you lost the bloody war." 
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TENANCY 
1. The entry gate from High St Rd is to be locked at all times except on Training Days and 

Open Competition days. 
2. The Key to High St Rd (& other VARMS sites) is issued to all members on the express 

condition that it is not lent or copied to provide non-members unauthorized entry into 
these areas. 

3. Vehicles are not to be left on the Glider field (no exclusions for whatever reason) or in 
close proximity to the Power field pits. All vehicles are to be parked in the designated car 
park. Vehicles not parked in the car park are not insured! 

 
PILOT CERTIFICATION 
1. All persons flying at the High St Rd Field must be VMAA/MAAA affiliated. 
2. All users of the High St Rd Field must be rated “Solo” for any category of R/C Model Air-

craft that they wish to use at this site. This Solo rating is achieved either by prior knowl-
edge by the Committee, proof of same from another Club, or by being assessed in the ap-
propriate area(s) by a Flight Assessor.  All Visitors must also meet these criteria or be 
constantly under the supervision of an appropriately certified club member. 

3. Visitors may use the field providing they are financial members of the VMAA/MAAA, are 
certified to fly “Solo” (see point 2 above), abide by the rules for visiting club members, 
and sign the visitor’s book. Visitors are permitted 2 visits per year. Glider competitions 
excepted. 

 
RADIO CONTROL EQUIPMENT AND USAGE 
1. Only 27*MHz, 29 MHz, 36 MHz or 40 MHz AM or FM may be used at this field. The use 

of “even” numbered frequencies on 36 MHz is NOT permitted. * Bands 1 to 5, “Toy” and 
“Park” flyers ONLY. 

2. All radio equipment must have current (24 months or less from date of issue) MAAA cer-
tification of bandwidth. 

3. Frequency keys must comply with the MAAA certification sticker on the Transmitter. 
Only 50mm (20KHz) frequency keys are acceptable.  NO 25mm (10 KHz) keys permitted. 
The Pilot’s full name and frequency number MUST be clearly indicated on 
the key. 

4. The Frequency control board and Key system must be used at all times, and only one 
Keyboard is to be in operation for all activities. 

5. Transmitters can only be turned on when the appropriate frequency key is in the correct 
position in the keyboard. 

6. MAXIMUM time to hold a frequency channel is 20 minutes, and only ONE channel at a 
time. 
7. Because of possible interference to Computer Radios, the use of Mobile phones on the 

flight line is PROHIBITED 
. 
GENERAL SAFETY MATTERS 
1. Every member shall accept responsibility for flying safety and is obliged to request other 

members and visitors to abide by these rules when dangerous & unsafe practices are ob-
served. 

2. The consumption of alcohol at the field by persons participating in flying activities is 
STRICTLY PROHIBITED as is persons under the influence participating in flying activi-
ties. ZERO ALCOHOL tolerance when flying. 

3. All aircraft must be in safe flying condition. Any aircraft considered unsafe by a suitably 
qualified member will not be permitted to fly until its operational condition has been 
remedied. 

4. Flying at low level (within 30 metres) over other people, the car park, spectator areas, 
the power field pits and incoming vehicles is STRICTLY prohibited. 

5. No aircraft is to be flown over 1000 feet AGL. Aircraft may be flown between 400 and 
1000 feet AGL provided that an observer is present close by the pilot and the Model is 
continuously clearly visible by the pilot and observer. It is strongly recommended that 
an observer be present close by the pilot when flying below 400 feet. Observers are to 

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATION OF RADIO MODEL  
SOARING Inc. 

GENERAL CLUB RULES – HIGH ST RD FIELD   January 2005 
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warn of intrusion into “our” airspace by full size aircraft and helicopters. If in any doubt 
regarding clearance, reduce height, take appropriate avoiding action and/or land as soon 
as possible. 

6. No aircraft is to take-off or be launched within a distance of 30 metres from the power 
field pits, car park & spectator areas. Exception: Heli training area while trainee pilot is 
under instruction. 

7. The High St Rd flying site is deemed unsuitable for flying “giant model aircraft”. A Gi-
ant model is defined as having a take-off mass of more than 25 kilograms. 

8. No Night flying without permit. Night is defined as “after official light up time”. 
9. No person, either club member or member of the public, shall be allowed on the power 

strips or glider field without having been informed of the correct safety procedures. I.e. 
Calls to be made informing pilots of actions. Also, when on strip or field, a proper look-
out must be kept for approaching planes whether on takeoff, launch or landing 

. 
POWERED FLIGHT OPERATIONS 
1. Power (I/C motors) models will be permitted to operate at High St Rd Monday - Satur-

day inclusive. Aero-tow tugs actively engaged in aero-towing can operate on Sundays, 
but operation is not to commence until 12 noon in recognition of nearby Church. 

2. No I/C motor shall be started before 7.00 a.m. on weekdays, 9.00 a.m. Saturdays, and 
12.00 noon Sundays (Aero-towing only) and shall not operate after 8.00 p.m. on any 
night.  This is in line with the Government Noise Abatement Act. 

3. ALL aircraft using Internal Combustion motors (Glow, Diesel & Petrol) and Electric 
powered aircraft (excluding electric power assisted gliders and “park flyers”) are to be 
operated from the power field area only. 

4. All aircraft motors (Internal combustion) are to be fitted with an effective muffler. The 
noise level must be no greater than 92 Decibels(DBA) at 3 Metres. 

5. I/C Engines must not be run for extended periods in the pits and never to be run in Car 
Park or Shelter areas. 

6. Aircraft must not be taxied in the pit area. 
7. ALL Pilots are to stand in the agreed designated area beside the runway when flying 

powered aircraft. 
8. Power flight operations are restricted to the EAST of the NS runway at all times, except 

where a landing is required on the EW runway.  In this case the downwind leg is re-
quired to be as short as possible. 

9. Power aircraft taking off on the EW runway must turn LEFT to the South as soon as 
practicable to preclude over-flying the Glider field. 

10. Under no circumstances are aircraft to intrude into airspace beyond the boundary fence 
to the East. The Sports Ground to the East should be given a wide clearance when it is in 
use. 

11, Powered aircraft must give way to gliders, (Unless tugs are in use for launching). 
12. "Take-off", "Landing", “Dead Stick” and "On-the-field" is to be clearly announced by the pi-
lot. 
13. Helicopters must be operated from the Helicopter training area behind the Hut (when 

under instruction), or the main runways and fly circuits with other aircraft, they are not 
to take off or land in the power pit area. 

14. The use of model restraints while I/C aircraft are being started and run up in the pits is 
strongly recommended. 

 
GLIDER OPERATIONS 
1. ANY person proceeding upwind of the flight line MUST ensure that the pilots on the 

flight line are advised of this movement. A clear announcement of “ON FIELD” or simi-
lar is required 

2.Gliders must keep clear of the power field when it is in operation. 
3. Winches and bungees MUST NOT be mixed on the flight line. Bungees must be on one 

end of the flight line such that a drifting line and parachute does not fall across winch 
lines. It is strongly recommended that a “landing corridor” be left between winches and 
bungees. Winches where practicable should be wound down. 

4. Landings wherever possible, must be in clear areas i.e. behind the flight line or in a 
landing corridor. If a landing over winch or bungee lines cannot be avoided, the pilot 
must land as soon as possible and must NOT attempt to fly past any person on the field. 
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VMAA TROPHY 2005 
DO YOU WISH TO BE IN THE TEAM? 

 
Events for the VMAA Trophy are as follows: 

 
ARF Scale Aerobatics             you can use electric power 
VMAA Fun fly scale              you can use electric power 
Fun Fly (rolls & loops)          you can use electric power 
 Thermal Glider                    (rudder/elevator/spoiler) 

Club Racing 
7-Cell Electric Glider 
Most Unusual Model 
Old-Timer Duration 

Musical Landings 
 

If you wish to join in the fun of these events please put your name and the event you wish to enter and 
give it to me or send an e-mail to me at: 

dpratley@bigpond.net.au 
We will have a uniform this time to show that we are a team.   

You the members have the chance to design the logo to go on a T-shirt and a cap.  
The best logo designer will win a prize set by the committee. 

 

 
Briggs Field, Dec 18, 2004—Russ Naughton photos 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current Members:                       If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field 
on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to 
all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times are 
posted on the field gate. 
 
VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of 
radio controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) - at the 
Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on 
the corner of High Street Road and Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00pm and visitors are 
welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all 
modellers. 
 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring 

   Aspectivity 

  If undelivered return to: 
  P.O. Box 4096 Knox City 3152 

 President  Max Haysom..........................................................9801 3899 
 & Site Liaison 
 Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson    ........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director     TBA.......................................................... 
 Editor - Aspectivity  David Jones..........................................9481 8516 
 Ordinary Member  David Weller..........................................9546 6663 
 Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Ordinary MemberDavid Pratley..........................................9887 0558 
Registrar   Ian Slack…..............................................................9489 3001 



    February 2005 Aspectivity 19 

Above: Discus, Danny Malcman     VARMS Dec 18, 2004—Russ Naughton 
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 Schweizer 1-23, Andrew Allen   VARMS Dec 18, 2004—Russ Naughton 



    February 2005 Aspectivity 21 

 
ASK8, Gary 'Mac' McDougall   VARMS Dec 18, 2004—Russ Naughton 
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The big boys toys!  Monash 
UAV real time video 

 
Minimoa, Gary 'Mac' McDougall 
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Birdy “Maidens” his EasyStar 

 

Camera modifications 


