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Send stuff for Aspectivity to: 
 

David Jones 
17 Aitken Street, Clifton Hill 3068 

9481 8516 / 0427 371442 
Better yet, Email to: 

aspectivity@hotmail.com 
 

President’s Report February 2007   Max Haysom 

The keyboard 
Your key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can 
be easily recognised and contacted 
in case of a frequency clash. Mobile 
phone number is a good idea too. 

Cover Photo: Colin Smith launching Eddie the Eagle                       Photo: Neil Pollock 

A Happy New Year to You All! 
 
Well, I have heard that a few members are expecting the February General Club Meet-
ing to be held at the Flying Field. The number of members flying at the December/
Christmas Meeting was not all that many, and I can offer an alternative to them by this 
General Meeting not being held at the field. For Friday 9t h  February only, the flying ar-
rangements will be the similar to, but not the same as, the December Meeting: 
Flying Times: Glider 12 noon to 5 pm, Power 5 to 6 pm, Aerotow 6 to 7.30 pm. 
To allow sufficient time to clean up and drive to the Hall, we will not schedule the 
meeting start time until 8.15 pm. I think this is a reasonable compromise that should 
not inconvenience the members too much. Let’s see how it works out. 
 
The construction area at the field entrance is still locked up and I guess that the equip-
ment will be moved very soon. 
 
Training: A major source for growing our membership. Ian Slack has been operating 
the training scheme for many years without a real break. We need to formalise a list of 
experienced members who can be regularly rostered onto the actual instructor role and 
some others to assist with the other activities. We expect to discuss this at the Exec Mtg 
and then discuss the Training scheme and how it may change, at the General Meeting. 
 
There are several changes we could make to the VARMS Rules and Purposes 
(Constitution) and the procedure for making changes is now much easier than in the 
past. The Executive will discuss and put any proposals forward to the membership, 
maybe, in the next Aspectivity. 
 
Finally, from personal observations, it is obvious that some members, and visitors, 
have no idea when they are flying beyond the Northern field boundary limits. Rarely 
deliberate, it is none the less a serious matter as the over flying of the boundary is usu-
ally at a low altitude which can give workers and drivers some concerns.  The Exec will 
discuss and hopefully propose some solutions. 
 
Make the best of the warm weather while it is with us. 
 
That’s all for now. 
 
.Max Haysom                 
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Mumblings from Numb Thumbs 
Well, 2007 already!   Hopefully it will be a good year for your building and flying endeavors. 
 
As usual we go from Drought to Flood.  This issue I had to choose what to put in and what to 
leave out!  I have held the second installment about slope flying aerobatics to make space!  
Please keep the articles coming!   
 
In this issue we have articles from Colin Smith and David Down about building new models.  
People are always interested in what others are doing so please write an article—with photos if 
possible—to let others know what you are up to.  Photos (with descriptions) of club members 
and their planes in action are always welcome! 
 
At work we have 40 students in the Flying unit and we are starting them off with building a 
foam “Chucky” glider.  We will get them to trim it out for maximum glide distance and then 
have a competition for who can make theirs fly the furthest in the School Hall.  By doing this 
they will get practice at following written instructions and cutting foam. 
 
We have a couple of copies of the  Ikarus AeroFly Pro Deluxe simulator loaded on school com-
puters and the students will have to log their hours spent on it to work up to a “Flying License”, 
just like my 16 year old daughter is doing for her drivers Learners Permit. 
 
They will be building a Gene Bond designed “Gym Blu” this time around, sort of like a GWS 
Lite Stick in design. 

Numb Thumbs 

Have you paid your membership renewal for 2006 / 2007?  
Without your continued support we will not be able to continue to develop and maintain our facilities. 

Without insurance you cannot fly. If you have lost your renewal form you can pick one at the box in the 
Shelter or call Max Haysom 9801 3899 (leave a message) or 0414 679 620. 

February Meeting 

TwiFly Meeting HSR until 7:30pm 

Then Glen Waverley PS Hall 8:15 

 

VARMS ELECTRIC GLIDER COMPETITION EVENT 
SUNDAY FEB. 11  at 10.00 am   

Bring your electric to this fun competition event. If you are inexperienced, don't 
worry , there will be plenty of experienced members to give you help.  If you have any 

questions, I will be at the next VARMS meeting.  Following event Sunday March 11. 

Alan Mayhew 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING  08/12/06 
At Briggs Field ,High Street Road Wantirna Meeting Comm. 8.20.p.m. 
Apologies – Raoul Wynn & Bill Hamilton 
President Max Haysom. Report. 
Proposal for portable classroom on site for club house – PARKS Victoria liaison  sounds 
encouraging – issue to be referred to Parks Vic management. 
Use of “Spectrum” radio systems – investigation by Ray Cooper & Peter Cossins and ten-
tative approval given for their use on a trial basis. 
Briggs field notes 

Water supply now re-connected 
Entrance sign erection  by road contractors delayed – but expected soon. 
New entrance road expected to be sited to South east of Club shelter. 

Members’raffle draw. Russell Naughton was worthy winner of raffle prize – a Multiplex 
“Eazy Glider Electric”, with servos & extension leads. Hope to see this in the air early New year 
Russell. 
Aspectivity.-distribution internally again this month – any member problems in receiving 
their copy?-call once again , for  articles ,photos of club events & articles of general interest. – 
this call strongly supported by  our club registrar , Raoul Wynn. 
Site Liaison. 
Briggs Field current issues. – members driving all over field –please keep to road and 
enter from 2 white topped poles, to move directly to launch site, to load/unload gear.  ”Scrub 
clearance (30x50 metre section) at Southern end of glider field – to move glider (winch & 
bungee ) launching area some 30 metres further South. N.B. New glider field centerline must 
be recognized & used by all glider flyers.- Model flying incidents –must be immediately docu-
mented in full, & reported to Committee member, for further investigation. 
 Registrar: -  Club membership stands at 165 paid up members 
Club Training – Now to be 1st Sunday of each month. – no formal report this month. – rat-
ings & system for “unknowns “, to be deferred till later date. –Training going well 
Treasurer. Club Finances in good shape General Acc$9500Cr.- down a little from last year 
Field Maintenance _ Martin Hopper – Briggs field in really good shape. 
Electric Glider Competition. No report – Alan Mayhew not present  
Around the Shops – No report. 
Special Interest Groups. 
Colin Collyer. Scale Glider Group. – report on Bendigo & Ballarat meetings both excel-
lent, with lots of thermal activity.. 
General Business. 
Peter Cossins – report on use of 2.4 GHz “Spectrum “ sets – tests carried out at 
Briggs Field – no problems with interference, but system unsuitable for gliders, due to 
antennae set up being too bulky to fit into glider fuselages. 
In event of adverse weather  , BBQ at GWPS hall, starting at about 7 p.m. 
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Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

“Grass” Hopper on  
9873 8256 

Mowing Roster 
Bruce Robinson         9887 8996         24 March 

Geoff Moore                9802 2044  31 March 

Greame Hollis             9739 4886          Completed 

Ross Peasley                9877 2215         10 February 

Brian Spencer              9878 7207        17 February 

Henri Wohlmuth         9764 1921 24 February 

Keith Heale                   9509 6829        3 March 

Malcolm Buckmaster   9763 1632  10 March 

Jim Baker                       9803 2185        17 March 

Aspectivity Classifieds 
 The Northern Flying Group  

are looking to purchase a winch. 
 The contact person at NFG is  

Brian Whellan PH 9435 3851. 

AT THE NAB 

    

Income V's Spending 

Between 1/12/06 and 31/01/07 

    

    

Income   

Bank Interest 0.25 

Subs 05/06 $0.00 

Total Income $0.25 

    

Expense Categories   

Administration $19.45 

    - Equipment   $19.45   

Aspectivity $208.91 
     -  Printing    $170.96   

    -  Preparation   $37.95   

Bank Charges $5.00 

Donation $100.00 

Insurance  $134.00 

   - Flying    $134.00   

Raffle Expenses $260.00 

Rent $137.52 

   - HSR   $137.52   

Supper/BBQ $299.45 

   - BBQ   $299.45   

    

Total Expense Categories $1,164.33 

Volunteers are needed for the Mowing 
Roster. 

Now is your chance to ride around on 
the mower and tractor.  Go on, you 

know you want to... 
 

Contact The “Grass Hopper” on  
9873 8256 

Training Dates 2007 
 

February 18  March 4 & 18  April 1, 15 &29  May 13 &27  June 17  July 1 &15 
 

Training Radio Frequencies are:  641   643   645 



    December 2006 Aspectivity 6 

As last months Aspectivity had not much in it, and at the last meeting I 'preached' that it's the 
members job to contribute, so here goes. 

Late October the Croydon club had an electric day, run by our own John Bird, and it turned 
out to be a great day. It started out with a lovely drive out through Lilydale and Yarra Glen, and 
the country side got better and better. The club has a perfect setting, being in a valley on the 
end of a private airfield. The day was a mixture of glow power and electric, and it highlighted 
how noisy glow power is, and just how far the electrics have improved.  Mark Connely had 
some electric ducted fans, and after a bungee launch and a lap to get up to speed, they really 
honked along, easily keeping up with the  fastest glo models.  And on top of that, it was realistic 
for speed and sound, and is as clean going home as it was when it arrived !  

Ray Cooper and I both had 1/4 scale motor gliders and smaller non-scale powered gliders, and 
the perfect day of thermals really made them look good, thermaling to great height several 
times on the same battery pack, and then doing nice landings on the smooth runway. Then 
David Hobby towed my 1/4 scale Bergfalke ( 10lbs ) up to good height with his electric Tiger 
Moth..... That shut the skeptics up !   

The thing that was apparent on the day, is that it's a little harder to find the "sweet spot" in 
electric.  For newcomers, the Electric Flight Association, or our group in VARMS, are a great 
asset to find the required setup. 

Then mid November I went to a float plane day at Moe, after spotting a flyer in Addies 
shop.  When I arrived about 12, the land side of the field 
was in full swing, with a good mix of models... big scale 
aerobatic jobs, heli's, prop hanging fun fly's, and electric 
models in all shapes and sizes.... except glider!  The lake 
side of things got going after lunch and the water was 
smooth, and huge.  I had lots of flights with my 
"Seadart", a pattern type plane with the fin on the bot-
tom to act as a water rudder. I had just fitted another 
motor, so 
some run-
ning in 
was in or-

der, but after only 3 flights the motor would hold 
a tune, and is considered a 'good thing'.  I also 
had 2 flights with my electric motor glider.... and 
that surprised a few.... more than 2 channels and 
more than 2metres!. The last flight was late in 
the day, and it did look impressive floating se-
renely about in the still air. Then I had one more 
flight with the float plane... right on dusk... Top 
Stuff! 

Then a BBQ meal at the field with some other happy campers, inc VMAA pres  Murray Ellis, all 
washed down with some glider fuel.  

Sunday was more of the same, another still day, lots of normal models on the grass strip, and 
about fifty float planes in all shapes and sizes... Piper Cubs.. Little Sticks...North Stars ( a 

Croydon, Moe and Bendigo       Colin Collyer 
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delta  with a tail )ARF'S... a couple of small electrics, and the Beaver, shown in the photo. 
There was plenty of hooning, a fair bit of nice scale flying, and some aerobatics as well. Often 
four or five models in the air at a time with no problems, although there was one 'mid-water '... 
at idle speed !  Another top weekend, and less than two hours from home  

AND... then we had the Bendigo Aerotow, an event that is nearly as old as VARMS. Saturday 
this year was hot and muggy, but there was still a fair bit of flying done.  Our trip to Ballarat a 
few months ago has created some interest, as we had several flyers and spectators this year, 
plus the host club have been Aerotowing as well ... so Saturday had a good crowd... and Sunday 
even better. Saturday night we had tea at the Marong Pub, plus the customary glider fuel... 
hardly noticed the election.. although some were fixing the worlds problems..  

Sunday dawned a bit windy, but as forecast, it dropped before lunch  

Michael Lui had a Schweizer 2/22, that was last seen at Horsham in many bits, it's previous 
owner dropping it, bit by bit from a great height on tow, and Michael has done a great job get-
ting it all back together, although he says it wasn't easy. Another model we don't see very often 
is Mark Doyle's Reiher, about 6mtrs of ARF, superb quality, looks a lot lighter than it is when 
flying.  

Sunday had 
some boomer 
thermals, and 
quite a few 
made good use 
of them, half 
hour flights be-
ing quite com-
mon  

And special 
thanks to the 

tug pilots, Tugger Tony, Best Tugger Greg, and John G.  

And finally, on a serious note ... I 
heard the low battery alarm go off 
on one of the tugs, and the pilot 
wasted no time in getting rid of the 
glider and getting on the ground, 
maybe 30 seconds and he had no 
radio about 10 seconds later. I'm 
sure there were some lessons 
learnt, and there would be no 
chance of getting a glider down in 
that time. 

Bring on December... and Santa 
doing his annual fly -past !  

Colin Collyer 

Mark Doyle's 6 metre Reiher  

Leon Carlos  
and his  
1/5 scale Bergfalke...  
a club project 

Croydon, Moe and Bendigo contd.   Colin Collyer 
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It all started way, way, 
way, back in the previous 
century or to be more 
precise in the good old 
days when a magazine 
about gliding was 
crammed full of glider 
and sailplane stuff and 
not those “bloody-
electric-aeroplanes” as 
they are nowa-
days…………..1993 to be 
exact and it was all Silent 
Flight’s fault and in par-
ticular the Feb/Mar edi-
tion. I even remember 
where I bought the 
magazine .. Ballarat ..and 
I was up there for a 
model boat demo during 
the Begonia festival. Sac-

rilege do I hear you say… model WHAT !!!!!! Yep…... I was a boaty in those days, not yet having 
got back into flight and quite happy fiddling with paddle wheels and fighting ducks at the Sur-
rey Dive in Box Hill.  It’s a good, relaxing club nowadays and if any of you are interested give 
them a looksee on Wednesday mornings and Sundays, they also have the quaintest/most old 
fashioned frequency system I have ever seen.  But I digress, that particular magazine also con-
tained an article on the Habicht and I was hooked…….gotta find those glider guys again. When 
I say again, I migrated in 83 and brought a lot of planes with me and had written to a bloke 
from VARMS beforehand about flying in general…. so I was aware of the club, in fact Des Bay-
lis presented me with “that” actual letter on my last visit to Camperdown. Its funny how things 
can bite you after many, many years. 
 
The next part of the saga, 
if you are still awake, 
takes place in November 
1993 when VARMS held 
their last expo at the old 
Waverley High School on 
Waverley Road before it 
was pulled down and re-
placed by houses. Hal-
cyon days and it was al-
ways a bloody good expo 
with plenty of displays 
both flying and static for 
the crowds to see and do. 
Again I was part of the 
Surrey Park mob who had 
a static display ( they also 
won best stand for a few 
years, as I recall) and at 

Eddie the Eagle                                       Colin Smith 
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the second hand stall I bought 
two things from David 
Hughes…. A plan and wing set 
for his Viper slope soarer and 
a plan for Eddy the Eagle that 
a deceased member had 
brought into the country, I 
was later told it was Martin 
Briggs…...seem to have heard 
that name somewhere ?  
 However, Eddy was con-
signed to the filing cabinet to 
sleep peacefully for the next 13 
years or so….one day I’ll build 
it...one day!. 
In the meantime I was happy 
slope soaring at Glenfern 
Road and in those days we 
could almost guarantee the 
afternoon sea-breezes coming in about 3.30 and I was given a set of reflex-sectioned cores by 
Lindsay Henderson for a Windfree I think. (It was when your road was still a cart track 
Lindsey…that long ago!.) 
The cores were put to one side…. one day I’ll use them…...one day, Hmm, I seem to have heard 

Eddie the Eagle contd.                                      Colin Smith 
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that before somewhere??? 
Time advanced and more and 
more junk/models were accu-
mulated in the garidge. 
As happens, some models mi-
grated to the house until “she 
who must be obeyed” issued 
the ultimatum….”no more 
lemon meringue pies until 
you have a clearout !”…..Yeah 
Yeah….one day...one day! 
 
I’m not sure what actually 
made me dig out the Eddie 
plan and get those cores out 
at the same time but I obvi-
ously did and thought 
Hmm….roughly the same 

chord….why not. 
The plan calls for a central spar with hand sanded 
aerofoil shaped panels fore and aft of the spar 
and all of it  tapering from the root to tip plus 
there is a couple of dihedral breaks on each panel 
thrown in for good measure.…..sounds like a lotta 
work but the final result looks fantastic. Basically 
it sounded like  a sort of free hand sculpture all 
tied  together at the bent spar. The bent spar 
looked weird and complicated to build and being 
basically bone idle and lazy I looked at it side-
ways and thought if a swept flying wing ( my BKB 
as featured a few months ago) has a constant 
thickness wing why shouldn’t Eddie?  So, using cardboard patterns to replicate the planform, 
things started to gell and before long I had a load of wedge shaped off cuts from the foam cores. 
The spar was knocked up from 6mm hard balsa with a 6mm pultruded rod (solid fiberglass) in 
its centre and at that point I decided to cheat on the dihedral and utilise the properties and 

cross section of trailing edge stock. It varied 
slightly from the plan but I worked on the 
Colin Collyer principal of “Iffff you don’t tell it 
- it wont know “principle...its always paid 
dividends in the past. So trailing edge stock 
glued onto the edge of one panel and it forms 
the dihedral...brilliant Smith, brilliant. The 
fuselage as shown on the plan was a night-
mare, mainly because there were no right an-
gle joins or at the very least some form of da-
tum line to work to, plus it was very fat, obvi-
ously a well fed eagle. Soon sorted all that out 
and one thing learned on the slope is that its 
very hard to launch if you cant hold it easily. 

Eddie the Eagle contd.                                      Colin Smith 
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So with a completely redesigned fuz all clad with blue foam and rounded off it was out with the 
brown paper, diluted white glue and rubber gloves. With large flat surfaces the beast was soon 
covered, even the fiddly little bits at the trailing edge soon neatly wrapped in soggy paper. The 
only thing spared the BP treatment was the balsa head which had been hollowed to take the 
church roof that I thought would be needed to balance correctly. I was right …..there is a 
church somewhere that now leaks! All parts fitted together and under Max McCullough’s guid-
ance/threats/curses  he showed me how to use a spray can to best advantage and Eddie was 
now a dull red ochre colour…..a feather scheme could be done iffffff and when and after it flew. 
Wing loading  came out at 15oz per sq ft and with its reflexed wing section  I reckoned a 10 to 
20 knotter will be needed for success…..but take some photos first! 
 
First fine day with a good breeze and Kilcunda here we come…...Friday and a 10 to 20 knot 
southerly promised but didn’t quite get there. What the hell ….give it a bung…. it was blowing 
about 12 knots straight on the south slope so why not, double check all the waggly bits were go-
ing in the right direction and the C of G felt about right and Ian Slack launched Eddie. 
 
Straight out….over the road…. little bit of up and it rose a bit but was banking left…...right ai-
leron to counteract ….Bloody Hell it seemed to shudder right a bit then spun left and headed 
earthwards quicker than a Pommy batsman returning to the pavilion……….Oops!  
 Jeez it looked good in the air… this bird has got to fly no matter how long it takes…..not too 
much damage considering that it had actually turned 180 degrees and gone back onto the slope 
over the fence and cart wheeled halfway down the top paddock. Gary Macdougal found it in the 
very long grass and I suppose I was lucky that it missed “Hopper’s Windmill” (you’ll have to 
ask him ) 
Perhaps it might have been a snap roll instigated by too much aileron and a nose heavy C of G 
but then perhaps not…...I’ll never know. So lets get it all stuck back together, move the C of G 
back a bit, reduce those aileron throws a bit and give it another try. 
 
Next shot was again in a southerly but only 10 knots and this time I chucked it myself and 
again it went out and up as ordered and again it banked left but this time headed straight for 
the road. Fortunately it didn’t quite make it….. preferring the scruff grass and clumpy tussocks 
for its somersault but with twist this time so that it could wrench its head off and deposit that 
church roof over the slope. BUMMA !!!!! 
 
All the pieces were collected, even the church roof was found thanks to Martin Hopper, and 
they were stuck back together then 
more brown paper applied to cover the 
scars...maybe I’ll lighten the tail , 
maybe I’ll use a cheater fin, maybe, 
maybe, maybe…….. 
 
Will it fly?….. Will the resident Cam-
perdown Eagle marmalise it?….. Will 
there be any wind at Camperdown?….. 
Will it join Brian’s plane lodged up in a 
tree?… 
 
Who knows…..all will be revealed in 
the next thrilling edition of Aspectivity  

 
Colin Smith 

Eddie the Eagle contd.                                      Colin Smith 
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PROJECT PLATYPUS.          David Down 
Andrew Allan is in the process of building one of Australia’s most unique gliders. It optimises 
the “out of the box” thinking Australia’s remoteness necessitates and given hindsight, it can 
now be viewed as a truly innovative in the history of Glider technology. The Platypus, very Aus-
tralian, it has pedigree and good looks to match. 

 
PEDIGREE. 
The ES52 Kookaburra trainer, a 
highly successful glider of the 
1960’s and could still be in service 
today. Several years ago VARMS 
ran a day out at Bacchus Marsh 
where several of us had a ride in 
the real thing. I wonder if there is 
any interest to do it again in 2007? 
Built from timber and no doubt 
covered in silk it has seen many 
years of service and got hundreds 
of people airborne in its lifetime.  
 
TECHNOLOGY. 
By the 1980’s Fibre Glass was the 
choice of builders. You may re-

member the Bolwell Nagari a kit car of this period. Fibre 
Glass in construction with a steel drive line tunnel it has 
become a collectors item now getting over $100,000 for a 
good example. Classic lines and individual in nature, it was originally a cheap way to get per-
formance and looks in one package. In 1984 Edmund Schneider Ltd began the search for a re-

Project Platypus                                David Down 



    December 2006 Aspectivity 13 

Project Platypus  contd.                           David Down 
placement, indeed a successor of the Kookaburra. This was the Platypus designed some years 
before but shelved, it too was a good platform of ‘form and function’.  
 
PROTOTYPES. 
By way of background in this project I have sourced material from the article found here at 
http://www.gliding-in-melbourne.org/platypus.htm. Well worth a read and more accurate 
than my account. 
“The prototype is of wood/glass construction. The prototype's two piece wing is of 17 metre 
span, with a beech spar, birch ply skin covered by GFRP (the production wing was to be of 
GFRP construction). Seating is side by side arrangement in a most spacious cockpit. The two 
piece canopy with the aft section being rear hinged has ample visibility through large areas of 
perspex to the point of being able to see the rudder during flight.” 
 
Like many projects the lack of funding stopped the project in its tracks and the glider now is 
hangered in Bacchus March. May be some knowledgeable folk in the club can let us know 
about its present condition? 
 
MODEL FOCUS. 
Well if you know VARMS you know that there are some exceptional builders. To name names 
creates a long list and you think of their wonderful achievements. Andrew a true quiet 
achiever, has won recognition in the past for scale building so you would expect anything he 
turns his mind to will get the full treatment. I must declare I work with Andrew and he is held 
in high regard at Rockwell. The Platypus is no exception. I have had the privilege of seeing bits 
and pieces emerge from the boot of his car and been amazed at the skill and attention to detail 
given to even the most undiscerning item. It takes a lot of prompting for Andrew to share his 
achievements and I have had to badger he to bring bits and pieces along to the VARMS meet-
ing from him to show others how the project is coming along so you may have seen some of it 
before. 
 
FUTURE. 
We see many models these days which are ARF Almost Ready to Fly. Great in concept and 
thank goodness they exist as I have had quite a few. My most precious model is not one you 
can buy. You have to build it. The Special Interest Group Schweitzer 1-26 is a model I have 
flown at every scale event I 
have attended. I stopped 
counting tows after passing 
200 and it is great on the 
slope. Covered in dints and 
bruises I cannot bring my-
self to part with it. In this 
day and age of pop it out of 
the box today and fly it to-
morrow I can see Andrew 
getting a huge amount of 
satisfaction from this glider. 
Come along to the next 
meeting and see the pro-
gress for yourself. 
 

David Down 
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VARMS TROPHY 2006/2007 
 

This competition for 2 metre, 2 channel rudder/
elevator thermal gliders will be a 7 event competition 
in 2006/2007. It will be held on the following dates: 

November 12, December 10, February 4, March 4, 
April 1 and May13. 

As usual, we will endeavour to provide a low key, fun 
introduction to competitive thermal gliding. Assis-
tance will be freely available on each day. The club 

winch will be available for all competitors. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE. 

Snap Shots 

This was taken during the week after Australia Day. From left back row. 1/4 scale Lunak, EPP Lunak, Ventus. 
Front EPP Pilatus, Super Ridge Runt, EPP Woodstock. (Ed.  I notice Ian identifies the planes, not the people!) 

Photo:  Ian Slack 
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At last the weather allowed us to hold an event. Although the was for rather strong winds, the 
day turned out quite good even for light models like mine  (1300 gm.) 
I suspect that time of year and the forecast made for a poor attendance. The thermals were 
quite tricky to predict. Some of the rounds were quite easy to achieve the 6 min. task, others 
were won with flight times well under  6 min.  The dominant factor to win the heat was the 
length of motor run. It didn’t matter if you had high or low powered model, the decision as to 
how high to launch in the particular conditions was the dominant factor. 
Results were  1 David Pratley  
                       2 Alan Mayhew 
                       3Phil Connolly  
                       4 Jim Houdalakis 
                       5  Neil Pollock 
                       6 Andre Pollock 
                       7  Bruce Clapperton 
 
THE FUTURE OF THIS EVENT  The next event is on Sun. Feb 11 at 10.00 am.  If the numbers 
are again low, I will conclude that at this stage that few are interested in competition. If so , re-
turning to an electric glider FUN DAY would be the best option. 
 

Alan Mayhew 

 
I have always believed that radio control was influenced by black magic and a recent experi-
ence seems to confirm this view. At the December electric glider competition held at High 
Street Rd, I performed a range check with the model sitting on top of a foam plastic fruit box 
so I could easily see the control surfaces. The receiver was a single conversion Schulze 835 (36 
MHz FM), which had been absolutely rock solid up to then. To my horror the control surfaced 
started jittering and the motor intermittently starting when I was only three paces away, with 
the transmitter antenna retracted. This was particularly strange since the normal low-signal 
response of the Schulze is just to freeze the outputs and not to jitter the servos. 
 
I then tried another model with a Hitec dual conversion receiver in the same orientation on 
the same box and it worked perfectly. The next move was to enlist help and try the original 
model when held at waist height. It worked perfectly. Just to complete the picture I placed the 
model on the ground and it worked perfectly there as well. A repeat of the fruit box test con-
firmed that the original problem was still there. After this I decided that on balance the radio 
was OK and flew it with no problems for the whole day. Attempts to reproduce this behaviour 
at home have totally failed. 
 
Appropriate offerings to the deity that protect radio controlled modellers would appear to be 
indicated. However the serious point to be noted is that electric models with power connected 
to the ESC and motor are potentially armed and dangerous. The fact that, unlike internal com-
bustion engine powered models, they sit there quietly and apparently innocently, does not re-
duce their people shredding capability. 
 
Any explanation of these observations would be appreciated. 
 

Neil Pollock  

VARMS Electric Glider Dec. 2                      Alan Mayhew 

Do Dark Forces Inhabit High Street Road? Neil Pollock 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of content. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Current Members:                       If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field 
on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to 
all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times are 
posted on the field gate. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring 
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  P.O. Box 4096 Knox City 3152 

 President  Max Haysom..........................................................9801 3899 
 & Site Liaison 
 Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson    ........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  David Pratley............................................9887 0558 
 Editor - Aspectivity  David Jones..........................................9481 8516 
 Ordinary Member  Alan Mayhew..........................................9886 9015  
 Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Raoul Wynn…..........................................................98579029 
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VARMS December Twi-Fly    Russ Naughton 
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VARMS Aero-Tow                     Russ Naughton 
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