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Our April presentation: 
 
Well Done Colin…………at last we learned what “Stability” 
is all about – well at least some of us learned! Others, like me 
just observed that there is so much more about this sport that we 
need to learn. Thanks to Colin we now understand why a glider 
flies and why the aerofoil camber line makes such a difference to 
the performance envelope of any glider. 
 
Then we bowled the curly questions. What about canards… and 
symmetrical aerofoil wings, and delta wings and flying wings 
too? The questions came thick and fast and Colin batted them all to the boundary. I heard 
many a comment afterwards to the effect that the evening had something for everyone – many 
of our expert members had also discovered something new. 
 
This session was a great start to our programme of club presentations – thank-you Colin. 
 
Our May 11th presentation: 
 
As we announced last month, Ian Carter, from Doncaster Aero Club, will be showing lots of 
gear and telling us about the early years of R/C. When Ian first presented his early radio gear 
he was challenged to “put his money where his mouth was” or suchlike. This has lead to Ian 
building a 1950’s design model using early radio gear. He will bring this model to our meeting 
and will share the trials and tribulations of getting this all off the ground – as I write the model 
is in one piece and will be a great practical demonstration of early radio control. 
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Contents Month Meeting Topic Presenter 

11/05/07 
The History of R/C from 1950's, with lots of amazing 
early gear PART ONE 

Ian Carter 

  Briefing for glider day at Bacchus Marsh with VMFG Ian Patching 

8/06/07 
Advise member subscription rates and insurance rates 
plus AGM agenda.   

Max Haysom 

  Briefing and materials for Depron chuck glider David Jones 

  
Salto 1/3 scale aerobatic slope glider - design and build Bill Hamilton 

13/07/07 Annual General Meeting   

  
Minutes of last AGM 

  

  
Treasurers Report 

  

  
Resignation of Committee 

  

  
Nominations received 

  

  
Vote for and/or confirmation of new Committee 

13/07/07 Indoor fun for all - Depron chuck-glider David Jones 

10/08/07 
The History of R/C from 1950's, with lots of amazing 
early gear PART TWO  

Ian Carter 
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Send stuff for Aspectivity to: 
 

David Jones 
17 Aitken Street, Clifton Hill 3068 

9481 8516 / 0427 371442 
Better yet, Email to: 

aspectivity@hotmail.com 
 

President’s Report March 2007   Max Haysom 

The keyboard 

Your key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can 
be easily recognised and contacted 
in case of a frequency clash. Mobile 
phone number is a good idea too. 

It only seems like yesterday that I was writing the last column. As I write I am also working on 
the new Gliding Events Calendar for the coming year. I know we must make some changes for 
what was the VARMS Trophy, 6 to 8 events, for the year, now seems to be too many, as evi-
denced from the lack of support. We will be putting our heads together to assemble an event 
calendar to suit the average sporting club member. Electric gliding competitions were tried 
last year and it seemed that these were not what the members wanted, although many of these 
events were plagued with less than ideal weather. There are many members flying electric 
powered models and the club is looking at getting these members together to get experience. 
There may be changes to the number, and timing, of the Scale aero tow days in the new calen-
dar.  
 
I am currently in initial negotiations with the VMAA and Caribbean Gardens for at least one 
static display day and whether or not R/C flying displays are possible at the site. Until I can 
view all the potential sites on offer there, and how it may affect Briggs operations, I cannot 
make any firm decisions.  I am interested only in safe promotion of the R/C sport and 
VARMS; not to provide commercial benefits to the Caribbean Gardens Sunday Market.   
 
The major improvements suggested for Briggs Field are being evaluated and roughly costed. 
Since we reduced the club fees a couple of years ago the club has been virtually running on a 
break even basis and to do any major work that the club decides is desirable, we will probably 
have to take the funds out of our investment reserves. While discussing money, we have no 
idea what increases are forthcoming, in 2007/2008, by way of VMAA/MAAA Fees and Insur-
ance.  We should be able to tell you at the next General Meeting 
 
There has been some initial cleanup work done on the HSR entrance and there has been a Bill 
introduced into Vic Government to amend the regulations covering EastLink. Broadly it en-
sures that there is a 200-metre buffer zone maintained along the length of the Tollway. It 
seems that we made the right decisions when work commenced on EastLink.  I have asked for 
a determination on how this Bill may affect VARMS. It is really about curbing further develop-
ment along the corridor. 
 
Don’t forget the Special General Meeting to be held immediately preceding the May General 
Meeting. Voting on the changes to VARMS Rules and Purposes. 
 
 

That’s all for now.                                                                                                            .Max Haysom                 

Quotable Quotes 

“When I date a guy I think,  
“Is this the man I want to my children 
to spend their weekends with?”  Rita 

Rudner 

“The Politician looks to the next 
election, the Statesman looks to the 

next generation.”  John Rawls 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 13 APRIL, 2007  
 Held at Glen Waverley Primary School-.Comm. 8.20 P.M. 
Apologies  John Bird. 
New member – Brett Anthony Visitors – Nil. 
President Max Haysom. Report. 
Club Raffle Prizes – 2 from Dandenong Hobbies. 
VARMS Club Special Meeting on Club Rules & Purposes. 
Max Haysom – explanation of omissions to draft proposed changes: 
General discussion on proposed amendments .  These to be made to draft and presented to 
next Club General Meeting, for a vote. 
Scale Glider Group – Safety Officer to oversee flight operations.  
VARMS  Website. – positive membership feedback on this  
VMAA Caribbean Gardens proposed Model display. – VARMS decision to offer static 
display, models – but no flying demonstrations, due to danger potential of radio interference, 
from other model clubs in close vicinity. 
Club Shelter – members canvassed on desired uses for Club shelter- 4 options considered 
and general meeting feeling that  extensions to existing shelter would be the best option. – de-
tailed proposals sheet tabled by Max Haysom. 
Proposed  action: 
a) Colin Smith prepare preliminary costing of proposed shelter extensions & modifications. 
b) Max & Martin Hopper to seek preliminary quotes for proposed works – incl .prospects of 
securing a “subsidized “ load of concrete from TJH  or the sub-contractors . 
Briggs Field – connection of power & electricity being canvassed by Max Haysom. 
Club Awards proposals – briefly discussed.  
Club Field Access – new road location to be advised shortly & Club signs then to be investi-
gated. 
Registrar: -  Club membership stands at 172 paid up members Raoul Wynn outlined pro-
posed Club general Meeting  program of topics – incl, in May, Ian carter to give a presentation 
on vintage radio control equipment. Outline of Ads to be placed  in VMAA newsletter. 
Club Training – No formal report this month. – ratings & system for “unknowns “, to be de-
ferred till later date. –Training going well – call for additional trainers for Club Roster. 
Treasurer - Club Finances in good shape General Acc$8157 Cr.- down a little from last year 
Field Maintenance -Martin Hopper – Briggs field in  good shape & call for extra names for 
mowing roster, to keep the field in good condition.  Volunteers also needed for drain laying 
across South end of Power strip – date to be advised. 
Contest Director. – VMAA Trophy this coming week end – strong  VARMS  team to be 
fielded - members required for “Old timer” & helicopter segments.. 
Electric Glider  Fun Fly Days  Alan Mayhew  - next date Sunday 29 April – further dates to 
be advised shortly. 
Around the Shops –  Winch kits  - new sport  winch kits  & nylon line – see Max Haysom for 
details.  Max Mc Culloch. _ white car stickers with VARMS logo for sale - $1.00 each 
Special Interest Groups. 
Colin Collyer- Scale Glider Group. – report on  an excellent Jerilderie meet. And Swan 
Hill meet over Anzac day extended break.- Aerotow at Briggs Field to take place at field, on 1st 
Saturday, of each month from end of June 2007 
General Business. 
 Show & Tell session 

Tim Moreland – Canard flying wing biplane glider  demonstrated  
David Hobby – demonstration of Japanese micro 2 channel  hand launched glider – price 

approx $ 200 
Colin Collyer  - Meeting talk on Model Stability. 
 

Meeting  ended  9.15 p.m. 
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Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

“Grass” Hopper on  
9873 8256 

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson         9887 8996         26 May 

Geoff Moore                9802 2044  2 June 

Greame Hollis             9739 4886          9 June 

Ross Peasley                9877 2215         16 June 

Brian Spencer              9878 7207        23 June 

Henri Wohlmuth         9764 1921 30 June 

Keith Heale                   9509 6829        Completed 

Malcolm Buckmaster   9763 1632  12 May 

Jim Baker                       9803 2185        19 May 

Volunteers are needed for the Mowing 
Roster. 

Now is your chance to ride around on the 
mower and tractor.   

Go on, you know you want to... 
 

Contact The “Grass Hopper” on  
9873 8256 

Glider Passenger Flights 
 

Arrangements have been put in place for VARMS members 
to take up an opportunity to fly in a variety of gliders at the 

Bacchus Marsh Airfield (Melways 339 H10) on  
Sunday May 27th, 2007. 

Further details can be obtained from  
Geoff Hearn  

at the April and May meetings. 

Training Dates 2007 
 

May 13 &27  June 17  July 1 &15 
 

Training Radio Frequencies are:  641   643   645 

VARMS TROPHY 

2006/7 
 

Due to some unfore-
seen circumstances 
(high winds, total fire 
bans, lack of com-

petitors) we have not 
completed any 

rounds of the VARMS 
Trophy this season. 

 
Therefore I am in-
tending to run the 
event scheduled for 

13 MAY 07  
as a one day event for 
this years Trophy. 
Start time is 1pm. 

 
Come along and give 

it a go. 
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It was that time of the year when we make the Good Friday trip up the Hume Hwy to Jerilderie 
to get amongst the best thermals around. We had left Melbourne under a cloudless sky and 
everything was looking good once we got over the Great Divide.  

We got to Jerilderie about 1.00pm to find some of the guys had already arrived and were set-
ting up models ready to fly. It wasn't long before a tug was fired up and started towing models 
up into a still cloudless sky with promise of some good thermals. We were not disappointed. 
Anthony Peate managed to pick a good one and stayed up for a good 1/2 hour flight. Every 
one else was getting in some good flights. Ross Bathie managed a couple of flights with his 
big Schweitzer 1-26. 

Saturday dawned with another cloudless sky 
and a slight breeze to keep the flies away. More 
tugs arrived—Bill Bland with his new Cessna 
Birddog with a 150cc motor and David 
Hobby with his Piper Cub to join Neil 
Spencer and Henry Kobylanski's Stick and 
Gregg Voak's Big Hots. Again the thermals 
were booming and everyone was getting in some 
lengthy flights with Anthony Peate managing a 
flight this time of over an hour. 

Bill Bland put the Birddog together and took to 
the skies with a distinct exhaust sound coming 

from the motor and it looked very good in the air. Unfortunately it developed some glitches in 
the motor and Bill worked late into Saturday night trying to solve the problems. So with noth-
ing able to tow his 1/2 scale ASW 28 up Bill And his mate headed back to Sydney on Sunday. 

I managed to get some good flights in with my Minimoa and also nailed some good landings 
until my dumb thumbs came into play when I thought I was flying towards myself on final to 
land when I was actually flying away from myself. I turned too hard and down it went and 
wrote it off. Andy Smith also did a bit of damage to his Lunak when it came in a bit hard. 
There was some good flying had by all during the day. At one stage the tugs had 6 planes 
in the air at the one time. 

On Saturday we tried a new method of launching with a box set up protruding out into the 
landing area.  The tug would land and do a turn round the downwind corner of the box where 
the tow line was retrieved and there 
was a glider already in the box ready 
to be hooked up for a tow. This worked 
very well and was very safe as well. 
Hopefully we can implement this 
method at Briggs Field. 

Sunday dawned as good as the previ-
ous days and it wasn't too long before 
the tugs had us in the air. At one time 
a dust Willy-Willy moved through the 
racecourse and David Hobby manage 
to jump into it with his ASK 8.  I 
think it was like riding a wild bronco 
from all the laughing and carry on 
coming from David's direction. 

Jerilderie 2007                                              Gary Mac 
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Bill and Rose Hamilton arrived on Sunday and Bill pulled out his Salto with a Jet Joe 
1200 turbine mounted just behind the canopy. After a few attempts at trying to get it started 
it finally fired up and Bill gave us a display of very fast aerobatics including some very good 4 
point rolls as well as some very tight U turns. I would estimate that he would have to be flying 
in excess 200 km/hr and it was an awesome display of flying. 

The Jet Joe 1200 turbine provides 5Kgs of thrust 160,000 RPM on standard turbine kero-
sene fuel. All up weight with 2 Kgs of fuel is 14 Kgs 

Rod Watkins turned up with his 5.6m Minimoa for its first flight and it looked a treat up in 
the sky just dawdling round at a scale like speed.  I think Rod was very happy with the way it 
flew. David Hobby managed to lose a wheel off his Piper Cub in mid-air somehow and we were 

treated to a display of how to land 
with only one wheel with David 
managing to come in on the one 
wheel till the plane was almost 
stopped and then leaned over onto 
the axle. 

Jim Houdalakis managed to 
hook into a bumper of a thermal 
which took him up to approx 
2500m on one of his flights. Dar-
ren Smith also turned up with 
his Cessna L19 1/3 scale Bird-
dog which is covered with a 
chrome type covering which 
looked good in the air.  He unfor-

Jerilderie 2007                                              Gary Mac 
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tunately suffered a ra-
dio glitch and landed it 
a bit heavy.   I am not 
sure how much damage 
was done. 

Monday dawned the 
same as the rest of the 
weekend and again we 
got in some good flying 
till it was time to pack 
up and head home. 
Again a big thank you 
to our tow plane pi-
lots who I mentioned 
before and also a big 
thank you to Theo Ar-
vanitakis who re-
lieved the other pilots 
when they wanted a 
spell.  

Also thank you to Gregg Voak for organizing the whole weekend. 

Jerilderie 2007                                              Gary Mac 
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Roll call of everyone there... 

Gregg Voak ASW15; HOTS (Tug) 
David Hobby ASK8; DG600, PIPER CUB (Tug) 
Theo Arvanitakis VENTUS 2AX; PILATUS B4 
Ross Bathie SCHWEITZER 1-26; LENTUS 
Henryk Kobylanski ASW 28; STICK (Tug) 
Neil Spencer SLINGSBY GULL; PEGASUS 
Danny Malcom ASW28; DG500 
Gary Mac DG600 LUNAK; MINIMOA (now deceased) 
Wayne Jones TWIN ASTIR 
Anthony Peate LUNAK; ASW22 
Jim Houdalakis DG600 
Bill Bland DUO DISC; ASW28; SALTO; BIRD DOG (Tug) 
Barry Kenyon ASK13 
Hayden Daly NIMBUS 4D; DISCUS 2B 
Andy Smith KA6; ASK16; LUNAK 
Rod Watkins MINIMOA; DISCUS 2B 
Mark Hunt DISCUS 2B 
Barry Smith BIRD DOG (Tug) 
Bill and Rose Hamilton SALTO w. Jet Joe 1200 turbine 

Photos : Henryk Kobylanski—Silent Flight Network web site / Text : Gary Mac 

Jerilderie 2007                                              Gary Mac 
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After three decades, slope flying is still my first 
love, for reasons various. No fuel - unlimited per-
formance on the right day, with the right hill and 
model - one hour plus flight times if you want 
and no noise. It’s a cheap discipline too, very 
cheap if you build your own. So what's the down-
side then (I hear you shout - in unison and with 
harmony)? 
The downside of slope flying, if there is one, 
tends to be your fellow slope flyer, sad to say. It's 
a fact and it all goes something like this: 
"You can’t fly - this is a private hill" ...or... "You 
can’t fly that, we don’t allow foam in this 
club" (Luddites and curmudgeons to a man, usu-

ally) - "We don't fly from here, we launch over there" (usually close to the car parking area but 
far from the best edge or ridge), and so it goes, on and on and on almost ad infinitum. The ex-
amples offered are actual scenarios that I have been faced with over the years and there are 
plenty more where those came from. 
Now I'm not a difficult customer to satisfy, given reason and, above all, a polite interjection, 
unless that is, someone gets my dander up and then I can be very bloody (can’t we all)! I've got 
the T-shirt, having heard it all before, but what about the unfortunate newcomer who wanders 
up the local hill, only to be “naffed off” in short order because he has the gall to turn up on 
'”our hill” and, worse still, with the wrong sort of model! 
EPP has revolutionised this side of the hobby, shrinking a three month learning curve into a 
single weekend, because models bounce rather than break nowadays. Taking a nylon bag of 
balsa chippings home after one in three flights, rebuilding the wing for the next sortie the fol-
lowing weekend was my norm thirty years back, but the advent of EPP models, facilitating a 
quick foray to any likely-looking ridge has improved things out of all proportion. 
Testing the air, before committing your quarter scale ASK to aviation also makes a lot of sense, 
so foam is not just a slope hooligan's tool and it's also given us survivable man-on-man pylon 
racing. Slope combat and general goofing around with a big grin on our silly faces was born on 
the back of EPP, the latter usually the nub of problems with some types, of course (you're not 
here to enjoy yourself are you... this is a serious hobby)! 
So, foam then - all good news, is it? Well, no of course not, because of the foam “bandits” who 
arrive on your local hill and terrorise those flying more delicate stuff. Education is usually 
needed here and this isn't a foam problem per se - it's a communication and etiquette shortfall. 
In my book, the latter is a two-way street 
and you will notice how so very often the 
volume of the complainant's voice is in-
variably inversely proportional to his or 
her skill on the sticks. Don't raise your 
voice - improve your argument and be 
pleased that fellow enthusiasts have dis-
covered the magic of slope soaring. Who 
knows, if you take the time to enthuse 
and assist the “nuisance” newcomers into 
your clique, one day you'll probably learn 
something from them as their skills 
eclipse yours! 
Steve Dorling – Editor, Aviation 
Modeller International May 2007 

Slope Flying - the Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
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Swan Hill in Pictures                            David Knight 
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Swan Hill in Pictures                            David Knight 
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Why Didn’t I think of That? 
This will become a regular part of Aspectivity from now on. 
Shamelessly pinched from Aviation Modeller International,  

these ripper ideas were contributed by their readers.  
  

Hopefully, some of our members will be able to contribute some 
home grown solutions to life’s little problems all modelers face… 

Any takers? 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of content. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VARMS Web Site :        http://www.varms.org.au 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field 
on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to 
all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times 
are posted on the field gate. 
 
VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of 
radio controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) - at the 
Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds 
on the corner of High Street Road and Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00pm and visitors 
are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all 
modellers. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring 

   Aspectivity 

  If undelivered return to: 
  VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096  
Knox City Centre VIC 3152 

 President   Max Haysom..........................................................9801 3899 
 & Site Liaison 
 Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson    ........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  David Pratley............................................9887 0558 
 Editor - Aspectivity  David Jones..........................................9481 8516 
 Ordinary Member  Alan Mayhew..........................................9886 9015  
 Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Raoul Wynn…..........................................................98579029 
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Jerilderie 2007 Photos            Henryk Kobylanski 

 

Toasted marshmallows, 
anyone? 
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Jerilderie 2007 Photos           Henryk Kobylanski 
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Jerilderie 2007 Photos           Henryk Kobylanski 


