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The Keyboard 
 

Your key should have your full name written 
clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised 
and contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mo-

bile phone number is a good idea too. 

Hi Guys and  Girls, 
 
At the last General Meeting , AGM and the weeks leading up to this time , I was not really  
“with it”, due to an illness, and it has worried me that I may have  not offered thanks to 
the Committee, and Members who have been so helpful to me over the past  8 years.  
Thank you, one and All, for the  help over this time!! I really appreciated the chance to 
discuss the many “issues” and just friendly chats, at  Meetings and at the Field. 
 
Well,  I have approached this new task with some degree of trepidation. From what I un-
derstood from  predecessor, David Jones (Numb  Thumbs) it wasn’t all that  hard to get 
to know Microsoft Publisher, but I found it quite challenging, at least for the first hours. 
 
A   BIG thankyou to David Jones, on behalf of the members and myself, for a  great job 
for the past four  years. It was  unfortunate that there were  no articles and photos for 
David to hand over to make it easy for me to produce a first edition. Thankyou also to 
the past contributors and especially Colin Smith (Smiddy) for his wonderful efforts both 
for Aspectivity and the special High Aspect magazine. Without Colin’s unique talents this  
special edition would simply not have been  possible. 
 
Well this edition marks  my first effort at  producing a newsletter.  I have , over the 
years , had a lot of experience with all sorts of computer programs but this was a chal-
lenge that I found  extremely frustrating until  I found that copy was not  erased but  just 
moved to  another page where  it was not expected to be found.  Frustrating also because   
I was struggling for sufficient interesting content.  
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 Editorial Comment—Max Haysom                                     

 

 URGENT 
 

Please send articles and photos for  
Aspectivity to: 

 

 
Editor, Aspectivity 

 
aspectivity@hotmail.com 

 

or 
mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

Special Notice: The Treasurer has prepared the  “books” and  they have been properly audited by 

an independent Auditor who finds them to be a true  indication of the VARMS Inc. financial posi-

tion. If you need to inspect, or want a copy of the audited sheets, please see, or contact Ian Pearson 

at the next meeting. 
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President’s Report August 2008       Colin Collyer                

Titled : The New President’s Prattle 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Hi There. 

I have been in VARMS for a long time, but this is the first time I have been in this posi-

tion. I guess it will take a while to get the hang of it, although I can always ask Max for 

help or advice, he's been at it long enough he could probably be able to do it in his sleep! 

 

 And at this point we should thank Max for presiding over the past eight committees.  A lot of things 

'just seem to happen' these days that are a result of decisions, sometimes quite difficult decisions, that 

have needed a lot of time, thought and effort, and I know they have not always been easy. Also, you 

can't please all the people all the time, but the strength of the Club  is proof that he and the previous 

management must have pleased most of the people most of the time.   THANKS GUYS 

   Me, well I started modelling when I was about eight, I can remember making a solid balsa Vampire, 

with an approx. 10inch span, that I 'flew' in about 6ft of string, round and round until I made myself 

quite sick. By the time I was about 12 I was flying control line and freeflight, mostly where Monash 

Uni now stands. By 14, we (my little brother and I) would get up early some Sundays, WALK the mile 

to Clayton station and catch the first train to Malvern station, then a tram to StKilda Rd, then a walk 

across Albert Park, to about where the pits for the Grand Prix  now stand..... Don't think I'd let my kid 

do it these days! I went on later to fly competitive Free Flight, winning a fair share of State and Na-

tional Titles in at least seven classes. I also had the joy of representing Australia in the World Champs, 

and also twice in a Trans Tasman.  

 I had always had an interest in Radio Gliders, and saw an advert for a meeting at Torquay, slope soar-

ing off the sand dunes.  I was HOOKED, and bought a two channel set off Saturn Hobbies (Tony C), 

and built some free flightish models, my first real solo being at Beverage, hanging around most off the 

day, finally Peter Puplett helped me get airborne.. and then shot off home. Boy, you learn a lot when 

left to your own devices......all was good, I'm still here! 

VARMS was vastly different then, being mostly a slope soaring club. Also everything was new, so 

there was a sense of adventure in what we did, five channels on 27mg, later 10 when we got the 'splits', 

and even later shared with CB radio. Now that was a disaster, and it took about five years before we got 

our 'own' frequency, 29 MHz. Glenfern Rd was the “Club" slope site, and while I have had some 

memorable flights there, it was often better as a social spot than a flying field. Also during these times 

we had a few winch fields, Elsterwick Park, and Nortons Lane( west of Briggs Field, where the Tele-

com Tower is, I look there now, and have trouble working out where we flew, trees everywhere, that 

weren't there then) and then we got Cathies Lane. At first it was over where the tollway now is, a long 

narrow North South  area beside Cathies Lane, with lots of undulations. Worked alright for a while, un-

til they plonked a golf driving range on top of us. This "disaster" was in fact a blessing in disguise, as 

they offered us the 'paddock next door', the one we operate on now. Let me tell you, it was a paddock, 

with trees, tree stumps, blackberries, and cattle. The paddock slowly got turned into a flying field, the 

cattle got the shove, and the blackberries got whittled away.  At this stage the scale glider group had 

discovered aerotowing instead of winching, and were travelling out to Rockbank, as we were under the 

impression that Briggs was "Glider only". But after a meeting with the Powers that Be, It was found 

that power models were not on the banned list!  So some strips were laid and Aerotowing and some 

power flying was happening to the East, and Gliding to the West. That was about 13 years ago, because 

I have a photo of Laurina in a wheel barrow, at one of the working bees. I think these were some of the 

best times in VARMS at the top of a list of good times. It was a damn shame when the toll way came 

along and spoiled it. 

 If you compare the field now to 20 years ago, it is hard to remember how primitive it was, no mower, 

no club house, no dunny, cattle, long grass, blackberries to catch lines, its interesting to look back, and 

appreciate the work that has gone before. Aeromoddeling has been very good to me, and VARMS has-

been a major contributor. Thats me, so what can you expect.... Well the direction we are heading in is 

well established, so I don’t expect to change that that is working! But I am committed to do more to  the     
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get the glider side of the club more active, after all that is what we are; a glider club.  I will be trying to  

get some building groups going, maybe a simple scale glider for first timers, maybe even bungeeable my 

brand new word)......maybe some Old Timer Gliders,  big old floaters, that are lovely on a calm 

day........we need to get a challenge for those that come out of training... show them how to catch those 

elusive thermals, and what to do with them when they catch them.......maybe we need to introduce some 

slope soaring sorties to some of the remote slopes we used to have, boy we got to see some lovely scen-

ery.........and meetings...lots of show and tell...half built, new, ARF, stalled projects, big uns, small uns. 

Bring 'em in and we'll all learn from them. (You know, learn from other’s mistakes... the best way).... 

I've been asked for a wing skinning demo, maybe a covering demo, lots to do to make it worthwhile 

coming out on these cold nights, and in summer maybe more twi flies. 

 

One other thing about me...in discussions I will often argue my point, as will the other side. You may 

think your not getting through, but in fact I will go away with another well debated point of view to pon-

der.... don't be afraid to "argue' with me. 

 

And..... I shoot from the hip, particularly if I see some potential danger. Any 'yelling' is not aimed at the 

person, but aimed at the action .Don't take it personally. 

 

I hope to make this an entertaining year for all VARMS members. 

 

Cheers and Keep Flying, 

 

Col, 

 

A Safety Lesson -  Complacency  can Kill or Injure! The President speaks! 

This is a little story that got me thinking.  Now, I'm not a great one for rules, but do agree that we have 

to have some. 

Last Saturday, July 26, I took my biplane down the field, but didn't take all of it, so didn't get to fly......  

As a spectator, I saw a few things that were not quite tickety boo.   I saw a bit of taxing in the pits, and I 

saw a landing in the take off zone, towards the pilot box.  Neither is considered "good, safe practice." 

In the afternoon I went back to the field with all the bits on the off chance there were no gliders flying, 

and I could have a fly. I had a couple of flights, the motor stopped mid air, and I had a lot of trouble 

starting it. When it did start, I got behind it to disconnect the plug, and moved the lot forward of the 

other two people there before I gave it a rev up, and it promptly threw a prop. 

 

The prop went about 30ft to the left, and the spinner went about 15ft to the right.   I found all the bits, 

richened it out, and did the same again.  This time the prop went about 40ft, and the spinner nut finished 

up in the car park, about 70ft away, via a prop strike ! 

 

The lesson..... good safe practices sometimes work in your favour . 

 

Cheers, 

 

Col 
 

Headline: Local High School Dropouts Cut in Half! 
Chainsaw Massacre all over again 
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Annual Stand Off Scale Competition  

August 2008 General Meeting.   -  David Down 
 

The annual scale comp is here again. You ripper and definitely not the one to miss.  

I talk about this every year but there was a time when we could have had the August meeting sitting 

around a coffee table, such was the few who turned up. Colder weather can do that. Well not anymore. 

The Scale comp is in town. 

 

This year we will run a door prize for all who enter a scale glider. Dust it off and bring it along. 

 

A couple of tips for the serious. Documentation and a pilot in the cockpit. These items can mean get-

ting your name on the shield. Documentation should include 3 views and pictures of the real thing. Ide-

ally showing the full size in action and on the field. If you are proud of a particular detail, enlarge the 

picture and include that in the portfolio. Pilots and cockpit detail really make the model stand out. 

What is the first thing you see when looking at a model – the canopy and what is inside it. At the very 

least it will satisfy the judges. The very people we are trying to satisfy.   

 

A couple of tips for everyone else, this will be fantastic. Remember to take a good look at the models. 

By being there you can vote for the model you think is best. Your opinion counts. 

 

You can bet the weather will be cold, the friendships at the meeting will be warm but the competition 

will be hot.  

 

Be there.  

It’s not to be missed. 

Headline: Red Tape Holds Up New Bridges! 
You mean there’s something stronger than duct tape 
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 At Glen Waverley Primary School Hall High Street Rd. Glen Waverley. 

Meeting Comm. 8.20.p.m.- Apologies –Geoff Moore : Dave Weller. 

Club General Meeting 

President Max Haysom 

Correspondence In: PARCS Corresp.re Club Auction – 2nd August08 ; VMAA Exec. Meet notes for 

June 08; Corresp. Re 2.4 G transmitter sets problems with failsafe system. 

Correspondence Out. – Distrib of Insurance Certificates to GWPS & PARKS VIC.. 

Briggs Field security issues.–locks to be used on both inner & street gates, to prevent rubbish dumping 

on road reserve inside street fence. on a trial basis. 

Thanks to retiring committee members.- Rousing vote of thanks to Max Haysom & David Jones, for 

their stirling efforts, as retiring Club President & Editor 

World F3J Glider contest – brief report on very close results,& some problems with website. David 

Hobby provisional placing – 8th or 9th.- Sponsored Club Junior Michael Abrahams – very good showing. 

. Club Training: VARMS Trophy & training for 13 July cancelled, due to adverse weather forecast & 

re-scheduled slope fun day at Kilcunda, for that date. 

Contest Director:-Alan Mayhew report – Open thermal glider & Discus Hand Launch Glider contest 

dates, on web page in VMAA website & July magazine 

Field Maintenance _Bruce Robinson– Briggs field management in really good shape. 

. 

Special Interest Groups. 

Helicopter Group – report by Steve Malcman.- Bronze Wings qualific. essential for solo flight. 

Meeting  ended  8.45 p.m. 

Club Annual General Meeting. 

Club Special Interest Groups – Committee representation – motion by Max Haysom to co-opt 2 extra 

Club member reps. to committee to represent Sport Power, Helicopter & Electric Power – Motion 

passed unanimously. 

Member reps: 

Sport Power – Chris Kurdian 

Helicopter – Steve Malcman. 

Electric Power – Alan Mayhew?. 

Treasurer – Ian Pearson - advice of Club Annual Accounts, still under audit – copies of draft accs. 

Available for perusal. – June Club accs .in good balance – despite drain on finances from Club 40th An-

niv celebrations. – Aspectivity mailing  costs declining well due to down load facility from Club web-

site. 

Registrar – approx 118 paid up members as at 11.07.08 –still 60 member non-renewals. 

Call for permanent position volunteer members, for Club Registrar & Editor. 

New Committee Election.- Members elected for 2008/9 

President Colin Collyer 

Secretary. Roger Stevenson. 

TreasurerIan Pearson 

Editor / Site Management: Max Haysom 

Registrar(temporary) Ian Pearson 

Contest Director – Open Glider & DLG –glider – Contests – Alan Mayhew Ordinary Member – Martin 

Hopper. 

New President  Welcome – Thanks to Max Haysom for 8 yrs. of solid club service. 

New Club direction proposed – to promote glider activity; create fun atmosphere at Club meetings 

(incl. movies & “show & tell” by members) re-contest VMAA Trophy,& electric flight groups. Plug for 

new Club Editor,and thanks to Colin Smith for huge effort on securing articles for “High Aspect “ 

magazine. 

Club Raffles draw –a )Member door prize – Anthony Peate  b) Club Raffle – Tim Denyer 

 

Minutes of the VARMS  General Meeting & AGM Held July 11, 2008 
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Minutes cont. 

Mike Richardson – Presentation on VARMS Early Days. 

Early 1970’s – rich Club history under Presidency of Ralph Learmont.. membership approx 27. 

Description of Brian Laging  Flying Achievments. 

World Slope Soaring Duration record at Mt. Hollowback, with “Foka5” Scale Glider-  

Start of Slope Soaring meets at Camperdown. 

Cross country thermal events . 

Many highly  amusing anecdotes given.  

Congratulations, Mike, for a great presentation! 

 

Formal Meeting ended  9.10 p.m. 

 

VARMS TROPHY 
 

Sunday August 10th, 1.00pm 
 

Chase away the winter blues with an invigorat-

ing 2 meter tussle! 
 

VARMS trophy is a fun competition for 2Meter rudder eleva-

tor gliders. All welcome from Beginners to Experts. 

 

Don’t have a two channel 2M glider? Come along anyway 

and see if you can borrow one. Also, if the forecast is 15knots 

or greater, the event may turn into a slope fun day. Call me on 

the number below to find out. 

 

Following event is 14th of September.  

 

If you wish to be on the mailing list for future events please 

email Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 

Or call 0438 644 867. 
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Send articles and 

photos for  
Aspectivity to: 

 

 
Editor, Aspectivity 

 
aspectivity@hotmail.com 

 

or 
mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

Martin Hopper 
9873 8256 

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson         9887 8996         6 September 

Geoff Moore                9802 2044  13 September 

Graeme Hollis             9739 4886          4 Oct0ber  

Ross Peasley                9877 2215         11 October 

Robert Cassell             97951330  18 October 

Henri Wohlmuth         9764 1921 25 October 

Keith Heale                   9509 6829        1 November  

Mike Richardson          9557 6013 16 August 

Malcolm Buckmaster   9763 1632  23 August 

Jim Baker                       9803 2185        30 August 

40th Anniversary Photos 
 

Tim Morland’s excellent photos 
from the 40th Anniversary celebrations 

are available on the VARMS web site. 
If you have photos of the days  

(High Street Road and Mt Hollowback) 
please forward them to Tim and he will 

add them to the archive. 

Training Dates  
 

August 10 & 24, Sept. 7 & 21 
 

Training Radio Frequencies are:  
641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is kindly 
sponsored by  

Hyperion Australia  

   
 

 
 

                                                                              
 

 

At The NAB  

Income V's Spending  

Between 1/07/08 and 31/07/08  

Income  

Fundraising $88.40 

    -Raffle       $88.40  

  

Subs 06/07 $13,867.50 

Sundry Income $0.00 

Total Income $13,955.90 

  

Expense Categories  

Administration $162.45 

  Stationery   $162.45  

Aspectivity $135.45 

     -  Printing  $85.45  

    -  Postage   $50.00  

Bank Charges $2.00 

Briggs Field $25.40 

    -Mowing   $25.40  

Insurance $9,496.00 

   Flying     $9496.00  

Rent $45.84 

   HSR    $45.84  

Trophies $135.98 

Total Expense Catego-
ries 

$10,003.12 
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Hi All, 

 

Here are the results from last Sunday's final Thermal Event of the 2007-2008 season. 

 

After having rained overnight and into the early hours of the morning,and with a forecast of strong winds, cold and rain I 

arrived at the Diggers Rest field with some trepidation. 

 

It is always going to be a gamble with the weather, scheduling an event for the middle of winter in Melbourne, and in the 

past we've been lucky with the weather, though not as nice this year, it was still flyable.  

 

Several of our regulars are either overseas after the world champs, or on holidays interstate, so only  eight potential flyers 

showed up and after much too-ing and fro-ing five of  us braved the conditions to compete. 

 

Thankfully Mike Richardson and Max Kroger, who decided not to fly, stayed around to support the rest of us competing.   

 

The winds started off at 16 knots but eased to about 8 or 9 knots for the morning, and we only had a couple of  sprinkles of 

rain for the day. The thermal cycles were few and far between and combined with soft lift and a really big field, meant you 

could easily end up too far down wind to make it back for a spot landing. 

 

Lunch time came and it was time to fire up the barbie, in the nice weather-shielded farm shed. 

 

So while the sausages sizzled Theo and Dave Pratley entertained us with stories  from the recent F3J World Championships 

in Turkey.  

 

After lunch we were back into it for another quick couple of rounds with ominous looking storm clouds approaching, and 

with the conditions having gotten windier again, the flight times were definitely shorter. 

 

We only managed five rounds with the late start and lunch break, (and it was getting cold and windier) 

 

With no dropped score, pilot placings changed quite a bit over the day.  So despite the numerous line breaks and some minor 

mechanical issues (one day I'll learn to solder properly) and the day's winner even managing to break an aileron horn on his 

last launch, 

 

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate, on his first win in the RCGA Thermal League:  

 

 Bernie Sizer       1st                           Theo Arvanitakis     2nd                           Alan Mayhew        3rd  

 

This being the last event for this season, I can now announce the final standings: 

 

It's been 10 years since he last took it out, the man with the new set of bionic eyes and the winner of the RCGA Thermal 

League for 2007 - 2008 is: 

 

Alan Mayhew        1st                                   Theo Arvanitakis   2nd                                       Jim Houdalakis     3rd    

 

Out of our new list of starters in Sportsman Class this year, and with his abilities rapidly improving, and enthusiasm for     

gliding to match, 

 

I congratulate:    Brett Anthony      1st  

 

So another season goes by, I hope everyone has had as much fun as I have had this season. 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped out Sunday and over a great year of flying. I'll see you at the next RCGA event,  

 

The traditional F3F day to kick-off the 2008 - 2009 season on 31st August, hope it blows (in a good way), then F3B followed 

by the first Thermal Event in late September, 

 

'Til then, Happy Flying,  

 

Jim Houdalakis 
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Transmitter, JR 9XII, Mode 1(or Mode 2, if reqd.), complete with: Synthesised Module, standard 

600 mah NiCd and 1700 mah NiMH (5 - 6 hours) battery packs with Swallow 12 V. fast charger and 

Tx/Rx leads. Neckstrap. Expanded Manual - A4 size spiral bound manual, for easy programming. In-

cludes aluminium protective case. This Transmitter is absolutely as new and has never been to the field.  

An absolute bargain at $625.         Max Haysom 9801 3899 /0414 679 620 

 

Conversion Kit, DSM2 Spektrum 2.4 GHz for any JR module type Transmitter. Complete 

with AR7000 receiver and full instructions. Very simple conversion. “C Tick” OK -  MAAA Approved.  

Price $ 185.    Max Haysom 9801 3899 /0414 679 620 

 

Transmitter JR X 2610, Mode 1(or Mode 2, if reqd.), 36.250 MHz. This set has only accumulated 

approx 5 hours (total) operation time in VARMS Trophy glider events, “as new” appearance, Expanded 

manual - A4 spiral bound, for easy programming. Includes aluminium protective case. Certified till Dec 

2008. Includes standard 600 mah NiCd and 1700 NiMH battery packs (5 - 6 hours). No Charger. See 

below for a charger. Price $200.   Max Haysom 9801 3899 / 0414679620 

 

Swallow Advance Charger, NiCd, NiMH, LiIon, LiPo and Pb batteries. Has had little use as a 

backup charger. Willing to make up leads, as required, at cost. Price $30.  Max Haysom 9801 3899 /  

 

Servos: Hitec HS422 Deluxe, “standard” size (40x20x36), good and reliable, each retro fitted with 

2 ball bearings, replacing bronze bushings. These servos are new, never been in a model and complete 

with a selection of accessories. 6 servos in all, offered in 3 x packs of 2 each. Price: $25 / pack or $70 

for all 3.  Max Haysom 9801 3899 / 0414 679 620 

 

Items for Sale by Members 

 

Your Space Next month 

Headline: Kids Make Nutritious Snacks 
Do they really taste like chicken? 

Headline: New Study of Obesity Looks for Larger Test Group 

Weren;t they fat enough? 
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Ball Bearings, Stainless steel to suit most Servos - JR (1) and Hitec (1 or 2) output shafts. In packs 

of 10 each, 3 packs available. Price $20 / pack.     Max Haysom 9801 3899 / 0414 679 620 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Slope Fun Day at Kilcunda - July 13   -  Bruce Clapperton 

(or NOT VARMS Trophy /  Training 13 July 2008) 

 

The weather was looking bad for thermal flying on Sunday (Northerly 15-20knots) so a 

quick call to Ian Slack and we had VARMS trophy and Training cancelled, and a SLOPE 

FUN DAY organised instead. I sent out the email to the VARMS trophy list (maybe I 

should organise a slope soaring list?) and made an announcement at the AGM Friday 

night. Sunday dawned and I set off to Kilcunda only to find rain and not much wind at 

the top of the hill. After scaring off the uninsured riff raff (frequency 29Mhz?) a good 

group of us got going including Roger Stevenson, Ian S, Smithy, Paul Dumsday, Lew 

Rodman and later, Ian Pearson. Robert got some valuable stick time on the club Prelude 

with Ian until they got taken out by something fast, and foamy. Not the only mishap, un-

fortunately, as Ian’s Rico lost its tail in a similar incident later on. The wind picked up in 

the afternoon and the Lunaks, and their ilk, started to fly in their comfort zone. Paul 

brought out the W (for What is that?) and Colin rifled through the back seat collection 

for a scale model – the blue strippy one in the end as the grey one had a wing joiner 

where no wing joiner was ever meant to go.  

 

All in all it was a good days flying and great to see some new faces on the slope. It is my 

intention to try to run a slope day whenever the weather is not right for VARMS Trophy. 

So, please, if possible let me know your email address so I can let you know if plans 

change. 

 

The next VARMS trophy even is 10th of August, followed by 14th of September. See you 

there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deliberately Blank 
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Fast Chargers & Nickel Metal Hydride Cells 

High Aspect 40th Anniversary Edition Magazine 
 

If you are unable to come to the meeting to collect your copy, you may send a 
stamped self addressed A4 Envelope ( $1.50 in stamps) to:           

Colin Smith        6 Evans Crt     Vermont   3133 

 

  

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 

  

Over the years I have had owned a number of Fast Chargers.  Some were good, but let down by poor 

instructions.  I had an early Supernova 250S that was OK with NiCads but totally destroyed some small 

NiMH packs, possibly due to internal software delta peak cut off settings. Sell it!  Since then I have  had 

a  number of “Swallow” chargers pass through my hands. The early versions were reasonably OK on 

Nickel cells but were not so good on LiIon (no LiPo). The Swallow Advance seemed to do an average 

job for most types of cells but the internal software cannot be updated to suit newer cells. Newer charg-

ers offering a 240 volt AC input, as well as 13.8VDC(12V auto battery), are generally OK on smaller 

cells, but larger capacity cells, at higher amperage rates, must be charged from the DC input side. 
 

I currently use 3 good quality chargers made by Orbit Electronic (Germany),  The larger one , a Mi-

crolader will charge 24volt  lead-acid cells used on my wife’s electric scooter, along with even the latest 

cell types, and can be updated by a “chip” change. I also have 2 Orbit “Pocketladers” which as the name 

suggests is small in size but performs wonderfully.  The firmware (software) for these chargers can be 

downloaded from the  companies website to keep abreast of the very latest cell types.  All these chargers 

can be set up to output data to a PC screen so that the cell condition and performance can be monitored 

and printed for retention. Also, the delta peak cut off values can be changed  to match the charging rates 

for Nickel cells.  
 

Newer types of cells are being released every month or so, and even the  NiMH cells have been up-

graded many times in terms of capacity and more recently, charge retention over long periods. NiMH  

had, for many  years, a higher self discharge rate when compared to NiCads. I have  not tried any  these 

cells but the changes are probably due to using higher quality materials in the cell. First it was the Ener-

loop cells by Sanyo, but now all the major manufacturers have similar cells. I have found persoanally, 

after testing many brands of cells,  for Tx and Rx packs that Duracell Rechargeable AA 1700/2650 cells 

are much more consistent in quality and capacity. 
 

It would seen that some NimH cells, released over the last few years, have a slightly different internal 

construction and, when charged with a “peak detect” fast charger, tend to  false detect repeatedly, ie cut 

off before being fully charged. It would appear that all  brands react in this manner  so you should be 

especially cautious when charging these cells.  First I would recommend that you only use a charger that 

can indicate the amount of charge input. Another tip is that these batteries should be charged at near 1C 

rate, ie a 1700 mah pack at 1.7 amps to ensure the  peak detect circuit can work as intended.  Also these 

cells should heat up noticeably at  the end of “full” charge. For safe flying, I would not recommend 

charging Tx and Rx packs  on a trickle charger, as you can only guess at what amount of charge is put 

in. 

If anyone has queries or needs further advice , please  contact me.            Max Haysom 
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Deliberately Left  Blank 

 

We have absolutely no “bank” of articles and photos. 

 

If you want the newsletter to continue please contribute! 



August 2008 Aspectivity 14 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc., 
the Editor, or the Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor, and the Printer, accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
of content.  
 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http://  www.varms.org.au 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field 
on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to 
all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times 
are posted on the field gate.  VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of 
radio controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the 
Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds 
on the corner of High Street Road and Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors 
are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all 
modellers and a  ight supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
 Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
 Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Ian Pearson    .........................................................5996 5019 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………....9884 0414  
SportPower Rep Chris Kurdian....................................................9762 0714 

 
  If undelivered return to: 
  VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096  


