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Sept. 14 VARMS Trophy 1 pm High St Rd VARMS 

20 HLG F3k League #1 High St Rd F3k League 

21 Training (10am) High St Rd VARMS 

21 F3b League #1 Diggers Rest RCGA 

26-28 Scale Slope Camperdown SSA 

28 Thermal League #1 High St Rd RCGA 
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5 Open Elec Glider 1 pm High St Rd VARMS 

12 
Vic State Slope Aero C 

Mt H/back VARMS 

19 
Training (10 am) 

High St Rd VARMS 

The Dance of the DLG Fliers! 

Copyright Brett Anthony 2008 

David Hobby at the F3j  World Championships 

All set to fly.    See full F3j article inside 
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The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can be easily rec-

ognised and contacted in case of a frequency 
clash. Mobile phone number is a good idea too. 

Hi Guys and  Girls, 
 
Thankyou all for the excellent response to my pleas for some good content for your 
magazine. It has really been a little overwhelming as I now have to do some editing and 
decide which articles to publish and those to carry over to the next edition. I can but 
hope that the material keeps coming. 
 
Important: When submitting articles and material for Aspectivity, PLEASE, PLEASE 
don‟t format the copy, ie don‟t justify or imbed photos etc. This makes the job much 
harder than it needs to be. Adverts and such are OK in Word or, if appropriate, Excel, 
but all else only needs to be in plain text , (.txt). Photos in .jpg file. 
 
Our Glider Training Program is really going well and has contributed many new  mem-
bers and through the program we have really pushed hard to get more of our members 
to obtain their “Wings”, both Bronze and Gold. The Helicopter SIG is pushing ahead and 
organising themselves towards having some of the group obtaining Gold Wings and 
MAAA Instructor ratings. This move is to be commended.  
 
As I am also responsible for arranging the „entertainment” for the General Meetings. 
This month I am expecting the VARMS members of the World Championship F3J Glider 
Team to give us an insight to the event in Turkey and some of the stories that arose from 
this trip. Theo Arvanitakis arranged for the F3j article, by Matthew Wood,  and from 
Brett  Anthony, some very good photographs. (Several articles to be carried over). 
 
Enjoy the Read!  Max 
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Please send articles and photos for  

Publication in Aspectivity to: 
 

 
Editor, Aspectivity 

 
aspectivity@hotmail.com 

 

Or preferably-  
 

mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 
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President‟s Report—September 2008       Colin Collyer                

Titled : The New President’s Prattle 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Well, here we are in September already ! Wow, the days are getting longer, Spring is here, the 

wattle is out, and in among a lot of crappy weather there have been some nice flying days. It took 

me 2 shots at getting a fly at Glenfern Rd, but it was worth the effort. This time of year every-

thing is green and picture perfect, and when we get a light south west wind.... well, it's a very 

pleasant way to spend an arvo. I remember the "good old days", whenever there was a southerly, 

it was off to Glenfern Rd, often a better social event than a fly( the wind doesn't always co-operate !). Things are 

still the same, a nice bunch  of guys with a common interest. 

I also noticed a few of Eric's freebies (advert in last months Aspectivity ) getting to know their new owners! 

 

The VARMS Scale Group got invited to fly at the State Field at Darraweit Guim, and a pleasant day it was too. 

The field is operated by the Northern Flying Group, and has a nice runway that was quite good for our operation, a 

beaut club house, of “self contained flat” quality. The NFG members cooked us lunch at a reasonable price, with 

tea and coffee available.  And proper M & F toilets. .... Quite civilized really ! The down side..... 2 hrs travelling 

each way took its toll (pun!) on time and pocket..... The fence just past the end of the runway stopped Steve 

Malcman flying... at about 10ft, when the towline caught the top strand of the fence.. the fall made sure he didnt 

do it again ! Quite a bit of damage really....... and the planes landing at Tullamarine flying over at 3000ft, A jumbo 

looks HUUUUGE , especially if you are flying at the time. Apparently, they don't come lower than 3000ft, and we 

don't go higher than 1000ft.  I know I wasn't completely comfortable with this situation. 

 

Things to come... The October meeting is the AUCTION night, when people bring in the junk, and go home with a 

different load of junk.   Often, we see a few bargains in among it all. 

 

December is our  Twi Fly and General Meeting at the field, BBQ provided by VARMS. If the weather co-operates 

it should be a good night.     On that note, maybe we could have a few other twi-light meetings, November and 

February are the ones that come to mind. ... And what about some Saturday Evening events, maybe with a theme, 

.... electric, HLG,  F3j, or just 'floaters'.   I need some feedback on these things, as maybe it's only ME that thinks 

it's a good idea.      

      

VARMS is a model FLYING club, and we have a great facility..... lets use it  

 

Till next time, 

Gone FLYING,  

Col 

 
 

Sunday 17/8/08 

 

What a great afternoon. 

After several weekends of miserable weather I saw a shaft of sunshine this morning! A quick look at the 

weather forecast (S to S/W at 10 to 15 kts) and it was off to Glenfern Rd for a quiet slope soar with the 

Prelude. 

Quiet! Obviously I was not the only member to have a brainwave. Over the course of the afternoon, I 

caught up with at least 10 members and still got in some great flying. 

As a club we are so lucky to have access to this great site and I think that more members should make an 

effort to come and try it out. So next time you see a forecast of S to S/W winds, give it a try. You never 

know who you might meet. 

 

GLENFERN RD. - A HIDDEN TREASURE by Ian Slack 
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Held at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall,,Friday,08 August, 2008 Comm.8.20 p.m. 

Apologies Graeme Hollis, Bruce Spencer   New Members :Russell Barnes: Geoff Trone. 

President’s Report. 

Modeller of the Year AwardTrophy - -Presented to Bruce Clapperton. – Congratulations Bruce, - a great effort! 

Topics – 

 Introductory Modeller talks- (new “getting to know you “ segment) 

Tim Morland  

Engineer/Consultant – Petro-Chemicals Industry.-Links with Vicrail 

Started with free flight models –graduation to full size glider flying  Favourite VARMS Flying Events – Lamaroo & Camper-

down Labor day w/e.with modeller friends Modeller highlights – production of VARMS flying activity Video-1988 

Chris Kurdian  

Lockheed Martin – Information Technology Computer expert. New member, for 1 year flies Glider, Power,& Helicopter 

models – enjoys all aspects of constructing & flying each model type. – heavily involved with new Heli group formation 

Preliminary Topics 

VARMS Trophy for 10 August – cancelled due to poor weather forecast 

Discuss Hand Launched Glider Contests – next meet – 20 August, other events in Club Flying Calendar. –see Alan Mayhew 

for details. 

New Editor, - vote of thanks to Max Haysom for August Aspectivity production – call for more regular article contributions. 

– incl reports of VARMS Flying activities. 

Regular Topics 

Briggs Field  -a) Gate Security issues – all locks to be transferred to front gate, on trial basis. – last to leave to ensure gate 

closed & locked .b) Winch operations on field – Bungee operation issue – raised by Lou Rodman – discussion on possible 

conflict with winch glider flying at same time – conclusions – winch users to always wind down line  straight after launch& 

no bungee setup in centre of field, if other winch users present. 

Field tenure Issues – report by Max Haysom on prospects of Softball Stadium erection on part of site – no concrete propos-

als – Briggs Field thus not under threat in foreseeable future 

Treasurer – Current Acc $9332.39 –approx $1000 less than same time last year. 

Contest Director. – Alan Mayhew.– To co-ordinate all flying fixtures dates, on Club Flying Calendar & on Club Website. 

Upcoming Events – DHLG Contest 20 Sept plus 4-5 Open Electric Comp. Events –simple rules – details in Aspectivity. – 

mention of high performance 2 metre thermal glider kit  from overseas – high degree of prefab. – see Alan for detail. 

Power / Helicopter Group- Steve Malcman. - Rules for Bronze Wings manoeuvres being formulated at present. 

Scale Glider Group.-report by Henryk Kobylanski 

23 August,08 – State Field Scale day  (Saturday) 

26-28 September,08 – Lameroo Weekend.-always a great show –well worth travel there! 

26-28 Sept. – Scale Glider Camperdown Meet organized by SSA. 

1-4 November,08 – Cobram Scale Event. 

End November,08 – Bendigo Scale Comp. 

Full details of all events, on Club Website. 

 
Show & Tell – 

 Malcolm Buckmaster. 

Defender – 1.6 m. electric kit –ARF  airframe only - $165 – with electrics $365 

 Electric “Old Timer” type pylon model –under test for possible kit model-great climb rate. 

David Down.. 

Schweitzer Scale Glider – Club project model - -his 1st Scale model – aerotows superbly ,with over 200 tows to date – ther-

mals well and also aerobatic. Further Club Glider projects highly recommended.! – 

Club Raffle draw  

 

“Stand Off Scale” Competition – Organiser David Down. 

Variety of models displayed and all of very high standard. 

Winners 

Best Scale Model – Gary Mc Dougall – Model – 1/3rd Scale KA8 

Members’choice – Theo Arvanitakis – Model – ASW28 

 

“Scalie of the Year” Trophy 

Awarded jointly to Danny & Steve Malcman – for sterling support of Scale Group – esp. on Aerotow days. – well done to 

you both – very well deserved! 

 

Meeting Closed – 9.50 p.m. 

 

Next General Club Meet – Friday 12 September,08,at Glen Waverley. Primary School hall. 

Minutes of the VARMS  General Meeting Held August 8th, 2008 
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VARMS TROPHY 

Sunday September 14th, 1.00pm 
Did you get socks and undies for Fathers Day? 

Come and do something much more exciting! 
VARMS trophy is a fun competition for 2Meter rudder eleva-

tor gliders. All welcome from Beginners to Experts. 

Don’t have a two channel 2M glider? Come along anyway 

and see if you can borrow one. Also, if the forecast is 15knots 

or greater, the event may turn into a slope fun day. Call me on 

the number below to find out. 

Following event is 9th of November.  

If you wish to be on the mailing list for future events please 

email Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 

Or call 0438 644 867. 

I recently had cause to repair my Slope Ricochet wing. The wing had been creased on the top surface and had de-

veloped a 6mm bend. When straightened the wing snapped in half. (Pic 2049) I first marked the position of the 

servo wire and encased it in a split plastic straw as I thought I might like to be able to remove it if necessary in the 

future. 

To ensure that I ended up with a straight wing I prepared my “Straight Board’, an old piece of seasoned Australian 

hardwood. This board is Flat, Straight and Twist Free! 

A stop was screwed at each end so that I could use blocks and wedges to put clamping pressure on the join. (Pics 

2051 and 2054) I then checked for straightness. Top surface and both edges were checked. (Pic 2052) 

Seeing that all was well, I then proceeded to glue the halves with full strength epoxy. Old phone books are very 

useful weights as they easily conform to the wing shape. (Pic 2053) After gluing I prepared 3 slots for balsa webs 

as additional strengthening at the leading and trailing edges and in the centre. (Pics 2059 and 2060). Following 

gluing and sanding of the webs (Pic 2061) I used Q-cells mixed with epoxy to fill the crease in the top surface. 

Several thin applications were used rather than one thick one. (Pics 2062 and 2063) Careful sanding prepared the 

wing for recovering. 

 

Points to watch: 

 

1. When removing old covering DO NOT mark, score or cut the surface of the balsa. Any of these will create a 

weak point for future failure. 

2. Do several dry fits of the repair to ensure that you can repeat the process when you have glue going every-

where. 

3. Check and double check that your wing is straight and untwisted. Use anything at hand to clamp. I have 

been known to use clothes pegs, paper clips, pins, rubber bands etc. You don’t have to tell anyone 

how it was done! 

                                                                                                                                     (   Refer to Pages 10 and 11 for Pictures/Photographs) 

Happy Glueing,  

Foam Wing Repair -  A short “How To” by Ian Slack 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au
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Send articles and 

photos for  
Aspectivity to: 

 

 
Editor, Aspectivity 

 
aspectivity@hotmail.com 

 

or 
mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

Martin Hopper 
9873 8256 

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson         9887 8996         6 September 

Geoff Moore                9802 2044  13 September 

Graeme Hollis             9739 4886          20 September 

Ross Peasley                9877 2215         27 September 

Robert Kassell             97951330  4 October 

Henri Wohlmuth         9764 1921 11 October 

Keith Heale                   9509 6829        18 October 

Mike Richardson          9557 6013 25 October 

Malcolm Buckmaster   9763 1632  1 November 

Jim Baker                       9803 2185        8 November 

40th Anniversary Photos 
 

Tim Morland‟s excellent photos 
from the 40th Anniversary celebrations 

are available on the VARMS web site. 
If you have photos of the days  

(High Street Road and Mt Hollowback) 
please forward them to Tim and he will 

add them to the archive. 

Training Dates  
 

 Sept. 21, Oct. 5 and 19 
 

Training Radio Frequencies are:  
641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is kindly 
sponsored by  

Hyperion Australia  

 
                                                                              

 

At the NAB 

  

Income V's Spending 

Between 1/08/08 and 31/08/08 

  

  

Income  

Fundraising $54.55 

    Raffles  $54.55  

Subs 06/07 $3,557.50 

  

Total Income $3,612.05 

  

Expense Categories  

Administration $120.00 

  Postage    $120.00  

Aspectivity $104.00 

     -  Printing  $64.00  

    -  Postage   $40.00  

Bank Charges $8.00 

Fee Refunds $20.00 

Insurance $909.00 

   Flying     $909.00  

  

Rent $45.84 

   HSR    $45.84  

Supper Costs $5.10 

Total Expense Categories $1,211.94 
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2008 F3J World Championships 

By Matthew Wood 

Team Manger Australia 

 

The 2008 F3J World Championships was 

held at Akyazı, Turkey, situated 195 km 

east of Istanbul on a small turf farm. The 

farm was 500 meters in length and 400 

meters wide. The ground was fully car-

peted by levelled green grass which pro-

vided the perfect surface for gliders. 

Thirty metre high trees adjoined the farm 

and had a major influence on the compe-

tition.  

 

The Australian team consisted of Mike 

O’Reilly, Theo Arvanitakis and Gregg 

Voak, while David Hobby returned for 

the third time to defend his two consecu-

tive world titles. 

For the first time at a world champion-

ships, Australia had a junior in Michael 

Abraham. 

Matthew Wood was the team manager for the seniors and Dave Pratley team manager for juniors. Tho-

mas Cooke returned to be chief tow man and Brett Anthony, tow man and photographer. 

 

One could have been excused for thinking that we had arrived at a Grand Prix event with the amount of 

organisation and administration present. The whole event was like no other world championships I have 

attended. The pit area was a huge semi-permanent tent, 200 meters long, in which each team had ample 

room for models, team members, tables, chairs and even bean bags. The organisers supplied each pit 

area with electricity and a battery for model charging. 

 

Competitors could relax and chat at one of the several tents positioned in front of the pit area. These 

areas also contained plasma TVs for the updating of scores. Each time-keeper sported a PDA. When the 

time and landing scores were entered into the PDA the competitor would enter a unique pin number. 

The score was then sent to the main computer, processed and available for everyone to see seconds 

later. The information was available on the internet at the same time. 

 

The facilities for the Turkish team were quite luxurious with the crème-de-la-crème being the air-

conditioned area for the models and the “cool-off room” for a quick cool down for the team members.  

 

The Australian team arrived a few days before the competition. For these training days the weather was 

pleasant with temperatures around 30 degrees, calm wind in the morning and a light afternoon sea 

breeze. Thermals were plentiful all day in these conditions, and flying away from a 2-second launch 

was no real challenge. Australia’s preliminary tactics for the competition were based on this being the 

predominate weather pattern for the week. 

 

The competition was scheduled for 12 preliminary rounds in which the worst score could be discarded 

and 6 fly-off rounds, again the worst score discarded. As the competition started the mornings were a 

little warmer and the humidity very high as the overnight watering evaporated off the ground. The wind 

was very still with light lift starting around 9am. The trees that ringed the field were good thermal indi-

cators in the light conditions. As with the training day’s, thermal strength and frequency increased 

Copyright Brett Anthony 2008 
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throughout the morning, what we did not expect was the strength of the sea breeze which arrived be-

tween 12.30 and 1.00pm on the first 3 days. 

 

The afternoon flights became very difficult with the majority of a 10 minute flights being flown over a 

dense forest in 6 m/sec winds. It usually took a minimum of 2 thermals to do the 10 minutes. If the 

pilots did not achieve enough height on the first thermal the time cruising back to the field searching 

for the second thermal was often a nervous period. At least 12 models landed out downwind in the 

forest. Not all of them had been found by the end of the contest despite the organisers sending up a 

full size Agusta 109 helicopter on a reconnaissance run. A Brazilian Pike Perfect was found by a local 

farmer who demanded EURO 350 as a finders’ fee. 

 

The last two days of the preliminaries saw the weather conditions experienced in the training days, 

lower temperatures resulted in a weaker sea breeze in the afternoon. Most competitors had 3 models 

of differing weights. A lightweight layup model (1900 gm) for the early morning conditions, a middle 

weight model (2100gm) and a heavier stronger model for the afternoons. During the first 3 days, pi-

lots added ballast. David, Mike and Gregg ballasted their Pike Perfect’s at 2520gm to be able to pene-

trate back from downwind. 

 

There were not many changes evident in the models or flying tactics since the world championships in 

Slovakia 2 years ago. The Xplorer from Nan Models was used by a few pilots who had obtained early 

pre-production models from the factory. Benedikt Feigl flew a V tail version as he has always done, 

but all other Xplorers were cross tail. With the exception of a few Shadows, 95% of the models were 

cross tail. Graupner/JR radios dominated the field with a smattering of Futaba, Multiplex and Airtron-

ics in use. About 15 pilots flew on 2.4 Ghz with all of them being Spektrum DSM2 except for a lone 

XPS pilot. 

 

The super light models, in particular the Pike Perfect 

weighing 1900g, were only designed for calm F3J 

launches. The manufacture only recommends them for 

this function and should never be tried on a winch or in 

any wind condition. This makes them pretty useless in 

most conditions in Australia however the super light 

models did thrive in the early morning conditions. Dave 

Hobby flew an easy round in the morning of day 5 

where Mike was flying the same model but 300grams 

heavier and could not feel the weak lift and landed short 

of the time. Any prospective WC Team members should 

bear in mind the need for one of these models. 

 

Launching techniques have not changed and our model 

setup was as good as any there. Height was purely a 

function of how long you stayed on the line with typical 

launch times being 3-4 seconds. In the later fly off 

rounds this got down to just over 1 second as there was 

very little sink and a lot of small weak thermals. Land-

ing styles varied but were determined more by traffic 

and the ever present tall trees and tents that were 30-40 

metres downwind of the spot. 

The team gathered 3 days before the pre-world cup for 

some practice and combined with a very busy pre-world 

with 8 out of the 9 team members flying, being in the 

sun for 6 days meant the team was tired before the main 

event had started. 
Copyright Brett  Anthony 2008 
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Day 1 had begun slowly for the Australian team. All the seniors making great flights early in the day but 

failed to hit the 100 points on landing, a move that would prove costly towards the end of the competi-

tion. The wind picked up to 6-7 metres per second for the juniors in the afternoon. This was an early test 

for the European youngsters normally suited to calmer weather. Michael Abraham thrived using the 

Australian tactics of following thermals a long way 

down wind to make light work of the first round. 

Only 2 or 3 pilots from the groups of juniors and seniors 

in the afternoon were making the time. Similar to 2006, 

Day 1 was one to forget for the seniors. Mike and Theo 

found themselves in the wrong part of the sky and 

Gregg had a line break. 

 

The trees and huge tent set-up was proving a great 

source of lift. Each group would find themselves very 

low after 6 minutes and relied on the slope lift. Ther-

mals were continually popping up from the tent and with a lot of concentration and great flying, the full 

time was possible. With up to 10 models sharing the small airspace above the tent, mid-air collisions 

were a common occurrence, combined with models exploding on launch, the toll was quickly adding up. 

On average 2 models were being destroyed each group. 

 

Over the competition, Dave had 3 mid-airs, all only causing minor damage to the wing.  In one case a 

Supra weaved into Dave’s launch lane, Dave sliced through the model, totally destroying it. He was 

forced to land with half the boom and full tail group of the Supra still in the leading edge. Theo also had 

3 mid-airs. His Espada R incurred not even a mark as it sliced through 2 models on separate occasions. 

The third time was with his Espada RL which left a dent in the leading edge. Mike had a touch while on 

landing approach with no damage and no need for a reflight. 

 

During Days 2 and 3 the weather pattern remained the same. The Australian team had started to move 

up the leader board again. Theo was putting very high scores on the board, Mike was always consistent 

with scores in the 990’s and Dave and Michael was positioned in the top 10. Meanwhile Gregg’s day 

just got worse, another line-break and a landing 1 km down wind were the moments he would like to 

forget. 

 

Day 4 and 5 saw an abetment of the afternoon sea breeze, all pilots started to score well making it diffi-

cult to move up the tables. Michael struggled in the early morning air and some tough afternoon heats 

showed his lack of international experience and saw him move out of the fly-off positions. The seniors 

all flew well and 1000 points were being scored frequently by the guys 

. 

Theo was in excellent form, heading into the 

last 3 rounds of the preliminaries he was in 

15th position, just 15 points outside of the fly-

off. The decision was made to put maximum 

power into the launch. The wind was calm and 

the lift light and a good launch essential. The 

model powered out from the throw well then 

lacked the acceleration normally experience in 

a F3J launch. Theo’s launch was half as high 

as the rest. We were scratching our heads as 

Theo landed 4 minutes earlier than the rest. 

The problem soon became clear as a tower 

was seen limping back to the flight-line after 

tearing his calf muscle at the start of the launch. Theo’s chances had gone. But to his credit he moved on 

Copyright Brett Anthony 2008 

Copyright Brett Anthony 2008 
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from this disappointment to complete the competition with great scores and finish in 23rd position. 

 

Mike continued to score in the 990’s to finish in 27th position. Gregg with all is set-backs finished in 33rd 

position. Dave had secured his position in the fly-offs with a round to spare. He finished in 2nd position 

in the preliminary rounds and looked like he would add a third consecutive world title. 

 

To secure a position in the fly-off you needed to have a minimum of 10 one metre landings and to have 

flown 9.53 or better on each of those flights. Two and three metre landings would end the competition 

for you. Even consistent flights of 9:52 would cost several points each time adding up over the 12 

rounds. The way to secure the fly-off was to fly like Dave and do 9:54+ and land in the 1 metre each 

time. 

 

The fly-off was very closely fought. Launches were less than 2 seconds in favourable conditions. The 

top 3 were separated by less than 1 second. Dave seemed to be off his game; uncharacteristicly he 

missed the landing spot on 3 occasions, placing him in the final position of 9th. 

 

Overall it was a difficult competition. It was unfortunate in many respects that the lift supplied by the 

tents and trees played a major role in helping competitiors making the full time, when they lacked the 

thermal knowledge and commitment to follow the thermals. We all had a great time during the competi-

tion and the experience gained will hold us in great position for future world championships.  

 

Many thanks are extended to Dave Pratley, Thomas Cooke and Brett Anthony for making the effort to 

support the Australian team. We all look forward to the next F3J world championships which will be 

held in France in 2010. 

Photographs to accompany Foam Wing Repair article by Ian Slack (Page 5) 

2049 2051 

2052 2053 
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Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 
 

For those unfamiliar with F3F, individually you launch off a slope, between course of 2 pylons 100 meters apart 

and do 10 laps of the course in the fastest time. Once each person in the group has had a run, you are group 

scored.    

 

Well it certainly did blow, and rain, and clear for a bit, then rain some more, clear, rain, clear, you get the gist, oh, 

and it was cold too. Even so, there was a determined group of flyers, a handful of RCGA regulars, some Ballarat 

locals and Terry from Bendigo, who turned up to try out the event, so on we pressed and setup the course. 

Unluckily we mistimed the weather break and Theo and I got caught in the rain setting up base B.   

 

Round One, and with wind well above 20 knots (I think it may have been above 30 knots at some point)  it was a 

struggle for some of the competitors with smaller a lightly loaded gliders. Some were even unable to penetrate 

enough to actually complete the required 10 laps. 

 

Having to fly the Northerly face, which isn't the ideal side of Hollowback, ie it's curved and pretty turbulent close 

in, made for some entertaining false starts (I was lucky and just missed the rocks when my plane hit the ground on 

launch). Some were less fortunate on launch and others misjudging the strength of the wind landing out of site 

behind the hill. 

 

Impressive in looks, if not in speed, was Theo's run with his 3.5:1 scale Pilatus B4.  

 

Eventually, with a rain break or two, we managed to get through round one, however as the round progressed, the 

wind decided to steadily shift almost 90 degrees to the west. In fact Gregg's run, which was the last in round one, 

was almost into a headwind from base B to A (he still managed the fastest time).  

 

Annoying as it was, we elected to move the course to the SW face of the hill (this is the nice face, straight run, 

steeper drop off, smoother air). The wind had also dropped a bit in strength allowing the lighter planes to have 

more of a go. 

 

We managed 2 more rounds without much fuss, and things were a bit more fun. We then took a break to watch 

Rod Watkins maiden his big scale Salto, and Bill Hamilton fly his gas turbine assisted Salto, always an impressive 

sight (and sound). 

 

We managed one more round before the rain came in again, (actually it arrived in the middle of the last run of the 

day, mine,  very challenging, wearing glasses).  

 

Congrats to Gregg Voak 1st, Theo Arvanitakis 2nd, and Daryl Wallace 3rd. 

 

Anyway, thanks to all who helped out setting up, moving and taking down the course, helping at either Base, es-

pecially to Bill for manning Base B for so long, and also to the Pilots who stuck it out in trying conditions.  

 

Finally to Terry, who damaged his plane in round one but stayed on and took some great pics. 

 

All the Best and Happy Flying, 

 

Jim Houdalakis 

 

F3F Slope Racing Competition at Mt. Hollowback, Sunday 7th September 
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Items for Sale by Members 

Electric Glider, Soaring Star, Superb flyer in perfect condition, includes Hyperion 3025-08 Mo-

tor, Spinner /propeller and 2 heavy duty servos mounted in wing with extended wiring. Price $260.00  

Rob Page 9801 8595 

 

Tx Conversion Kit, DSM2 Spektrum 2.4 GHz for any JR module type Transmitter. Complete 

with full instructions. Very simple conversion. “C Tick” OK -  MAAA Approved.  

Price $ 50.00.   You source your own receiver. Max Haysom 9801 3899 /0414 679 620 

 

Radio Set, JR X 2610, Tx Mode 1, 36.250 MHz. This set has only accumulated approx 5 hours 

(total) operation time in VARMS Trophy glider events, Absolutely “as new” appearance, with JR NER 

610, 6 Channel Rx and 2 x Rx battery packs and switch, plus 2 x Hitec 422 ballraced servos. Certified 

till Dec 2008. Tx includes standard 600 mah NiCd and Charger.  Price $200.   Max Haysom 9801 

3899 / 0414679620 

 

Ball Bearings, Stainless steel 10 x 6 x 2.5mm, to suit most servo output shafts - JR (1) and Hitec (1 

or 2) .  $2.00 each, or 3 for $5.00. Max Haysom 9801 3899 / 0414 679 620 

 

Well, not really, but I must say that I was pleasantly surprised at Glen Fern Rd today. I've been  

bagging our local slope a bit recently because of the terrible state it was in last time I went there: 

namely a forest of meter high angry, model snatching thistles. Since you tend to do a lot of landing at 

Glenfern, this was quite a problem and a definite demotivator to driving out there for a fly. Anyway, it 

was raining, a South Westerly wind, and the gate at Briggs Field was securely locked, so I drove on to 

see what, if anything had happened in Fern Tree Gully, perhaps with a view to suggesting that some 

beer, or free labour be offered to the owners to help get it back in order.  

 

Well, imagine my surprise when, instead of the last act of Sleeping Beauty, I find a beautiful green 

meadow of soft short grass and a clear landing area! The remains of the thistles start about 30 meters 

down the slope but are very definitely dead and on the way out. Also, amazingly, the tree is gone! No 

more last ditch efforts to hit the tree before landing on Glenfern Road - but no shade either in the sum-

mer. The stone gateway is finished, and the access track down to the farm house has been sealed.  

However, our gate and keyboard haven't been touched. They also seem to have removed that rock I hit a 

few years ago and stripped an aileron servo gear. 

 

I found that Martin Hopper had taken my frequency (Martin, if you're wondering, your key is at Glen-

fern Rd) but I got out my trusty Lunak anyway in the full knowledge that there wasn't enough wind. I 

then proceeded to launch, fly for a minute or so, land near some thistles then walk down the slope 

stomping on as many dead weeds as I could on the way. The Lunak did some lovely bounces off the 

grass on landing, I even did a nice landing on the access road. (Aerotow???). Anyway I had fun for 

about half an hour battling to keep the riff raff in the air and by the time the rain set in again there were a 

lot of squashed thistles. So, Glenfern Rd is looking good again and I'd encourage anyone with a good 

thermal/slope glider or electric to go out there on a South Westerly day and have some fun and maybe 

stomp on some more thistles.  

See you there, 

 

Bruce  

Slope Soaring Paradise! - Bruce Clapperton 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the 
Editor, or the Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
of content. 
 

 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http://  www.varms.org.au 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field 
on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to 
all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times 
are posted on the field gate.  VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of 
radio controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the 
Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds 
on the corner of High Street Road and Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors 
are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all 
modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
  Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
  Ordinary Member Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Bruce Clapperton...................................................5996 5019 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………....9884 0414  
SportPower Rep  Chris Kurdian............................................9762 0714 

    

 

  

  If undelivered return to: 
  VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096  


