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Aspectivity 
...monthly newsletter of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc 

Upcoming Events NOTE: Next Meet-
ing is at:  

 
Glen Waverley  
Primary School 

Friday May 8, 8pm 
Featuring Boeing 777  
discussion and model. 
Ian Carter. 
The Victorious VARMS 
Team with models. Pres-
entation of Awards. 

Reg No A0001504U  

10 (Sun) F3k DLG #10 10.00 High St. Road VARMS 

17 Training 10.00am High St. Road VARMS 

17 RCGA Thermal #9 Diggers Rest RCGA 

24 F3k #11 9.00 to High St. Road F3k League 

24 VARMS Trophy 1.00 High St. Road VARMS 

31 Training 10.00am High St. Road VARMS 

June 6—8 LSF Jerilderie #10 Jerilderie LSF Aust. 

6—7 F3k DLG  Jerilderie F3k League 

6  VARMS Scale A/tow High St. Road VARMS SG 

14 Training 10.00am High St. Road VARMS 

14 VARMS Trophy 1pm High St. Road VARMS 

28 Training 10am High St. Road VARMS 

28 F3k DLG #12 1pm High St. Road F3k League 

Issue 421          May 2009 

VARMS TEAM WINS VMAA TROPHY—April 2009 
VARMS Team Captain, Peter Cossins accepts Trophy from Murray Ellis, VMAA President 

June2, deadline for next edition 
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The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can be easily 
recognised and contacted in case of a fre-
quency clash. Mobile phone number on your 
key is a good idea too. Members with 2.4 GHz 
radio sets should still insert a standard key in 
the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

Hi Readers, 
 

Sadly, I have to mention the passing of one of  our members, James (Jimmy Rob) Robertson.  17 con-
secutive years on Committee, Life Member 1991, Clubman of the Year 1994. Never, in my mind, were 
these achievements more well deserved. One of the most enthusiastic  men I have ever known. When 
he had an idea, he pressed on, regardless, until the idea came to fruition. I am proud to call him a 
friend, and I will remember him daily. One day, maybe 10 years ago, Jim called in at my home to dis-
cuss a project for the club, I had just replaced twin doors in my front entrance and Jim noticed that 
raised section of the step of the opening door had some dents and chips out of it. Jim said; let me make 
a stainless steel cover strip for you.  A day or two  later, Jim dropped in with the cover strip and some 
screws. It fitted so well, the screws have never been needed.   Now, I have my own monument to Jim. 
Farewell Jim, I will, and Many, many others will also miss him dearly. 
 

Site Liaison: During the past month I have had further contacts with the Knox City Council re the 
Basketball Complex and our Briggs field.  Because of the state of the  economy and the recent bush-
fires, it would appear that no (State and Federal Govt.) decisions have been made re loan /  grant appli-
cations by Knox City Council. The matter was not on the March or April 2009 KCC meeting agendas 
and the minutes contain no mention of the proposed Sporting Complex.  The KCC Long Term Finan-
cial Strategy has an entry stating “Council may entertain the construction of a new Basketball facility in 
Knox, the cost would vary, according to the  size of the facility sought but it would presumably be in 
excess of $5M.” There have been 6 meetings with KCC contractors on site. 
 

Re: Knox Ratepayers Association they want to meet with us, but they have not been able to arrange the 
group meeting they spoke about.    
   
Enjoy the read!   
Max 
 
 

 Editorial Comment—May 2009                           Max Haysom                                     

 

  
Please send articles and photos 

for  
Publication in Aspectivity to: 

 

 
Editor, Aspectivity 

 
mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

 
Publication deadline for next issue 

 
June 2, 2009 

 

Income

Bank Interest 0.29

Member Subs $434.00

Total Income $434.29

Expense Categories

Administration $118.10

     -  Committee Affairs   $106.10

    -  Equipment  $12.00

Aspectivity $217.70

     - Postage     $88.00

     - Printing     $129.70

Bank Charges $6.00

Briggs Field $3.45

  - Sanitary   $3.45

Caritable Donations $100.00

Insurance $231.50

   - Flying   $231.50

Rent $45.84

  - HSR  $45.84

Supper/BBQ $14.57

       -  Supper  $14.57

Training $65.00

   -  Advertising    $65.00

Total Expense Categories

$802.16

Betw een 1/4/09 and 30/04/09

AT THE NAB

Income V's Spending

Finances 
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President’s Report—May 2009       Colin Collyer                

 The High's and Lows of April, 

    

I had a good Easter at Narrandera for the Australian Free Flight Champs, and then the  

following weekend at the State Field for the VMAA trophy, a 2 day inter club comp,  

overing some 10 events, which VARMS  won.   

Then, on the Sunday night Peter C rang and informed me of the passing of Jim Robertson.  

 We all knew Jim‘s prognosis was not good, but it is still a shock when it comes.  My association with 

Jimmy started in the early 80's, through VARMS. Later I married one of his neighbours daughter, so we 

had a double connection, with me visiting Jimmy and Lesley visiting her folks.  With Jimmy, you rarely 

had a 10 minute visit, so Lesley saw plenty of her parents   Jimmy was a pretty special VARMS mem-

ber, spending many years on the Committee, as a general member assisting whenever required, but his 

main claim to fame were the VARMS  Expos, which Jimmy organized  from the ground up, and his 

ability to galvanise others into action  still has me amazed. You would find Jimmy had you doing things 

that you could not recall being asked to do, and he did it over and over, with lot's of other members too.  

He was really good at seeing the big picture, and anticipating where the problems were likely to be.  I 

bet Jimmy made a lot of phone calls  during expo times.  For many years Jimmy also organized the gar-

ments, jackets, wind cheaters and T shirts and did a "Round the shops" segment at the meetings.  And is 

often the case, you learn more about the man at his funeral. I new he had an association with hot rods 

and football, but I didn't realize how involved he was; a junior football coach, a life member of his hot 

rod club, and he raced hot rods almost before hot rods were invented. He built about 4 show hot rods, 

including the last one he finished about 2 years ago. Another 32 / 34 Ford, this one a "bucket", and 

Jimmy hand made  the unobtainable bits.... The chassis out of flat steel , the radiator grill , the door han-

dles.... even the fuel injection.   A talented man who was not afraid of a bit of work. 

  

 This week I have observed that Jimmy was loved by all... VARMS members,... his Hot Rod frater-

nity,.... his now not-so-junior footballers, and especially his family ; wife Bev, Richard and Debbie, and 

their partners and 2 lovely grand children. 

 Thanks Bev for lending us your Jimmy....... We have been enriched 

 Jimmy, you'll be missed, but I don't think you will ever be forgotten. 
 

 At the April meeting, we will forgo "meet and greet" and replace it with a tribute to Jimmy.  Anyone 

wanting to speak well be welcomed. 

 

Ok! The VMAA Trophy.  VARMS have participated many times before, and have in fact been the 

bridesmaid twice. We go to have fun, and don't really expect to win.... that's different to hoping we will !  

This year only 4 clubs participated, so while  the worst we could do was 4th, to win was only 3 points 

different. We entered 9 of the 10 events, and got 5 firsts, 2 seconds and 2 thirds.  on paper it looks like a 

walkover, but there is an added bonus for juniors, 1 1/2 points, and one club fielded 2 juniors.... instant 3 

points.   As only 6 events are judged, that gave them almost 1 extra event. 

 We are planning on having all the models and competitors at the next meeting, and also hand out some 

trophies.   Peter Cousins was our fearless leader, and put together a good fun team that worked together 

really well.  I know some of the guys were out of their comfort zone, flying in events they hadn't even 

flown before, sometimes with borrowed models.  Well done guys. 

    

As I write this, it seems winter is upon us....... Time to build something ! 

  

Cheers, 

 Col 

 

  



May 2009 Aspectivity 4 

 

 

e

Vale Jim  Robertson 
 

Life member, Jim Robertson passed away on Saturday 18th April after a long fight with Cancer. 
 

Jimmy was a master metal craftsman and an excellent modeler. I had the honour of test flying many of 

Jim‘s new models over the years. The only one I can recall being a ‗dog‘ was a scale Sukhoi which 

looked the business but was absolutely awful to fly. Colin Collyer had a fly of it and agreed it should be 

a Hangar Queen. It probably is hanging up in Jim‘s workshop right now. Jim and I often laughed and 

joked about the Sukhoi for a long time after that.  
 

Jim and I made an annual Easter excursion to Camperdown for many years and had great fun flying 

both on the slope and also at the power field, usually on the Sunday. We had friends down with us such 

as Geoff Moore, Des Bayliss and Bill Eunson, just to name a few. Some stayed at the caravan park, but 

Jim and I opted for the added comfort of a local Motel.  
 

I can recall one occasion at Camperdown when Jim convinced me and Bill Eunson to go to the 

Warrnambool dirt track for the annual Easter Race Carnival. When we arrived at the track I wondered 

why no one was sitting down near the front where there was plenty of space. After Race 1, I came to 

understand perfectly. Even where we were standing, half way up the slope, the odd lump of clay came 

whizzing by. It also started to drizzle a bit so we all went home that night, a bit wet, covered in clay, but 

having a great time. 
 

Jimmy‘s overall contribution to VARMS was significant and he was a member of the Committee for so 

long I can‘t recall how many years it actually was. The ultimate PR man, Jim was to organize the ex-

tremely successful series of VARMS Expo‘s which were held in the Waverley High School Hall. Due 

to Jim‘s efforts, just about every club in Melbourne participated in an event that showcased all facets of 

radio controlled modeling to the public. Although not a prime aim of these Expo‘s, they were so suc-

cessful that a significant component of the current VARMS financial position can be attributed to Jim 

Robertson‘s efforts over many years. 
 

Jim was a true friend to me and I will miss his sincere friendship and his very positive approach to life. 

The latter is evidenced in the way he lived his life to the full as best he could during his long periods of 

treatment for his Cancer. 
 

Jim was an example to us all in this.  
 

Farewell old friend …. You will always be in our memory. 

 

                                                                                          Peter Cossins 

                                                                                          VARMS Life Member 

 

The VARMS Team won the VMAA Trophy held at the State Flying Field on Saturday the 18th 

and Sunday the 19th April.  
 

Although there were only four clubs participating in the event, the performance of the team would have 

been very competitive even if more had entered. Clubs fielding a team were VARMS, Northern Flying 

Group, P&DARCS and Latrobe Valley. This is the lowest participation rate I can recall for many years 

and the travelling distance may be a factor which the VMAA should investigate. 
 

Having made that comment, the State Flying Field is an appropriate venue for all of the events and the 

food and hospitality provided by the host club excellent. There is an adjacent paddock which was used 

for the Thermal Glider event and will be further improved for future use. 
 

VARMS has been second in this event on at least two occasions, which had us as the perennial brides-

maid. We have now set the record straight and demonstrated that we do have the skills to compete in a 

VARMS WINS THE VMAA TROPHY 2009 
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Steven Malcman‘s giant scale Cessna C182 

Colin and Lew readiyng the Old Timer 

David Pratley and winning Electric Glider 

Dave Weller, Peter, Lew, with Club Racer 

Peter Cossins holding Musical Landings Model 

Musical landings model 

P&DARCS Most Unusual model Fantastic effort (Ed). Peter explained that very 

few photos were taken on the first day. These 

photos courtesy of Joe Finocchiaro, VMAA 

Newsletter Editor, Thankyou Joe! 
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range of radio controlled activities on an equal or better footing than most clubs. Three of the nine 

events do favour those with thermal skills, but you still have to have the right model for the task. 
 

The weather on both days was slightly overcast in the morning, but clearing later in the day. The wind 

was not strong so general conditions for radio controlled models of all types was quite good. 
 

Geoff Moore flew the Helicopter event which is a time trial. There are three circles and you have take 

off from one, land in the other two with no part of the landing gear outside the circle, then return home 

and land. All this is to be executed in as close to three minutes as possible. This is a precision flying 

event with the requirement to timekeep in your head. Geoff‘s time keeping was excellent which shows 

he can actually count! 
 

Steven Malcman entered his new (very large) Cessna 182 in the ‗Fun Scale‘ event. He flew the model 

with precision and only attempted maneuvers that a full size 182 can execute. The model is painted in 

the livery and markings of the Melbourne Aviation Group‘s Cessna VH – CXZ. The flying speed was 

true scale and I am sure that impressed the judges. His main competitor was an impressive Turbine Jet 

from Northern that was also flown very well. 
 

The Fun Fly which involves very quick loops, rolls and cuban eights was attempted for the first time by 

Ross Peasley. Ross flew a small electric powered model which he kept quite close to the ground. Be-

cause of this fact and given that it is a time based event, Ross was very competitive. 
 

The maneuvers are not elegant by any standards and with a bit more practice, Ross could do even better 

than he did on the day. He did well anyway! 
 

The Thermal Glider event was on a 2 – 4 - 6 – 8 -10 minute flight basis with the usual landing points 

thrown in. All pilots were required to fly in the same time slot and hence the same air. Unfortunately 

there was a bit of carnage where two of the contestants eliminated themselves before the end of the 

flights. A new rule system was introduced to this event allowing for more sophisticated models, but with 

wings substantially obtaining their strength from wood. Carbon fibre re-inforcement was allowed, how-

ever. Alan returned a perfect score in the 10 minute round, I recall. 
 

Electric Glider was also flown on the Saturday with new rules opening the field a little more realistically 

to more modern technology. This event is a time trial but with penalization for the number of seconds of 

motor run.  I called David Pratley ‗ Mr Miser‘ as I think in the first round his motor run was 2 seconds 

which did not use anything of the charge available in the battery. Short motor run and good thermal ca-

pabilities are a winning combination in this event. 
 

Scale Aerobatics was flown by Theo Arvantakis. All pilots are required to fly two rounds, one being a 

prescribed set of maneuvers and the second a free style selection by the pilot. Theo did very well in the 

first round, but absolutely went berserk in the free style. The set include many impossible feats including 

a series of flat spins. I can tell you, seeing is believing. 
 

Sunday arrived and the first event was Team Racing with Lou Rodman flying and David Weller the 

‗Caller‘. We flew four rounds with no rest in between other than perhaps a quick re-fuel. Later in the day 

another group of rounds were flown. Eventually all the pilots quit by common accord as being com-

pletely fagged out. 
 

The next event was Musical landings which is an R/C Model equivalent of Musical Chairs. Last down 

when the music stops is eliminated. Col Collyer did some doctoring of an old model of mine to ensure 

that it would not run along the ground too much. Round 1 saw Col come down at a great rate and forget 

to flair. Bang goes one of the undercarriage wires right out of the wing. Repairs are allowed within a 

short time scale and fortunately I had brought some gaffer tape. Lou Rodman provided some 5 minute 

epoxy and we were airborne within 3 or 4 minutes in the next round. Let the glue set in mid air was the 

philosophy. Landed again and the wheel popped off, just as before. So much for the epoxy. Forget that, 

the trusty old gaffer did hold the wheel on for take off and popped off again during landing …. A shorter 

landing roll …. beauty !!!! 
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A second set of rounds were flown later in the day and by then we had no real idea how we were going, 

but the undercarriage kept coming off on landing every time. More gaffer tape !!! 
 

A generous offer of the use of a model by Lou Rodman allowed VARMS to enter the Old timer event. 

This is based on a 1930‘s ( or 40‘s ??) style model with an engine that makes it climb like the bat out of 

hell and then thermals well. A 25 second motor run was allowed. I flew this event which had a total of 

six rounds. I had the expert help of Theo and Colin and learnt a new rule …. Getting bigger is BAD … 

getting smaller is GOOD. I will now apply this rule to my future thermal flying. Unfortunately in about 

Round 4, we had a situation where the model lightly hit a young person on landing. With the light nature 

of the model and no engine running, there was no danger to the person, but the tailplane was damaged 

and we had to undertake field repairs which included elastic bands to keep the stab on. During the last 

two launches, I noticed the stab was at an angle to the fuz. Fortunately it did not come off and the ther-

mal capabilities of the model were not affected. 
 

By the last event which was the ‗Most Unusual Model‘, we were fairly sure that the Trophy had been 

won as it is the best six events to be counted. All being exhausted we decided to retire and pack up. 
 

We did win the VMAA Trophy 2009 !!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 

Below are the placings for the events we entered. 
 

Helicopter:   Geoff Moore:   Third Place 

Fun Scale  :  Steven Malcman:  First Place 

Fun Fly :   Ross Peasley:  Second Place 

Thermal Glider:   Alan Mayhew:  First Place 

Scale Aerobatics:   Theo Arvantakis:  First Place 

Electric Glider:   David Pratley:  First Place 

Team Racing:   Lew Rodman : Second Place 

Old Timer :   Peter Cossins:  First Place 

Musical Landings:   Col Collyer:   Second Place 

Most Unusual Model:  No entry 

 

Thanks to all the Team who helped out over the two days, a great result for VARMS !!! 

 

                                                                                                        Peter Cossins 

                                                                                                        Team Captain 

 

 

 

The forecast was for a Northwesterly wind blowing at 20-25 knots….just about at the top end of our 

model range and Ricochets would have a ball in it. However using all our past experience and accumu-

lated knowledge we know how fickle the winds anywhere can be . Couple that with the time honoured 

weather forecasters predictions, which are normally way-out, the decision was that the 25 knots would 

not eventuate so off we went to Kilcunda. ( I still maintain that they stick a wet finger out of either the 

25th floor window or more likely the basement to see which way and how strong the wind will blow !). 

Plus we hadn't had a good midweek slope day for ages….. and were gagging for a fly. Anyway the usual 

suspects were contacted and Killy….. here we come. ! Ian Slack and myself arrived at 10.45ish and 

could hardly get out of the car...Slacko dug out his wind meter and it registered 23 knots….down at road 

level….BLIMEY !... Strong stuff...... Oh well, we are here so lets get on with the enjoyable stuff and out 

with the wind-testers, namely the good old EPP Lunak models. Trying to record the reading for the mag 

Ian realized that dry cells in his box brownie either need charging or replacing...no pickies!. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Cont. Page 9 

Thursday 16th April ....A BUGGA of a Day at Kilcunda 
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Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

David Weller 
9546 6663 

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson         9887 8996         June 13 09 

Geoff Moore                9802 2044  June 20 09 

Graeme Hollis             9739 4886          June 27 09 

Ross Peasley                9877 2215         July 04 09 

Robert Kassell             97951330  July 11 09 

Henri Wohlmuth         9764 1921 July 18 09 

Keith Heale                   9509 6829        May 16 09 

Mike Richardson          9557 6013 May 23 09 

Malcolm Buckmaster   9763 1632  May 30 09 

Jim Baker                      9803 2185       June 06 09 

Training Dates  
 

 May 17, 31 & June 14 
 

Training Radio Frequencies 
are:  641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is kindly 
sponsored by  

Hyperion Australia  

 

  

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 
 

VARMS TROPHY 
Sunday May 24th, 1.00pm 

Next date for VARMS Trophy is Sunday 24th 

of May. This NOT a training day, so maybe 

some people who help out with training 

might have enough brownie points to come 

alone! 
  

VARMS trophy is a fun competition for 

2Meter rudder elevator gliders. All welcome 

from Beginners to Experts. Don‘t have a two 

channel 2M glider? Then beginner (ie. Foam) 

electric gliders are allowed. Or you may be 

able to borrow a glider. Hmmm, I think I 

need to commission my all foam training 

model for any experts flyers who might turn 

up. We don‘t want them to win using Ian‘s 

finely tuned, high performance Prelude dou-

ble +‘s. 
 

Following event is 14th of June. From July to 

October, I will run monthy Slope fun days. 

Come along for some help to get into slope 

soaring, or get in some practice in for the 

State Slope championships in October.  
 

ALSO…….if anyone has a ―Jim Robertson‖ 

design electric winch gathering dust, the 

committee would like to consider acquiring it 

for VARMS trophy events. Please let myself 

or one of the committee know if you have 

one in your shed. 
 

If you wish to be on the mailing list for 

future events please email:  

Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 

Or call 0438 644 867. 

Computers! 

Hardware: The parts of a computer that can be 

kicked, or jumped on.  (Jeff Pesis) 

Treat your password like a toothbrush,Don‘t 

let anyone else use it, and get a new one every-

six months.     (Clifford Stoll) 
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Upon reaching the top of the hill and struggling to hold on to the model it was wrenched out of my hand 

before I had a chance to bung it…...Bugga! Over the fence and a broken nylon wing-bolt...DUBBLE- 

BUGGA ...no spare!. A quick double check on the wind saw Ian‘s electronic meter register a healthy 26 

knots and 30 in the gusts, at the top of the hill this time, but unde-

terred I chucked his Lunak from halfway down the slope . No 

probs….it staggered  and bucked its way through the close in turbu-

lence and once out into the good stuff he was having a ball.  I went 

down to get my Rico but when I opened the wing bag found that the 

tape hinge on the flap had gone walkabout….(see sketch)….so I 

wasn't about to fly that !.BUGGA AGAIN ….Third time lucky….. 

so another EPP model was dug out but this time it was my old, old, old, 2 metre span Lo100. Now the 

hardest thing was staggering up the flaming slope with it….there is a lot of wing area and coupled with 

my wide circumference ( Its all those clothes I had on...honest!!!) the wind, which had increased again, 

was making it hard work. Max McCullough arrived and started setting up as Ian realized I was in trouble 

holding on to my plane so he landed and helped me. Max was still rummaging in the back of his X-trail.  

Mid slope seemed the best place to launch from and fortunately Ian let go before he was airborne along 

with my Lo100….geez it was getting windier. Max was still rummaging!  Not only was the wind in-

creasing all the time it was getting progressively colder so about 10 minutes was all the flying time we 

needed at one go. Max had finally finished rummaging in his wagon, but I am sure he had taken the 

seats and everything else out by that time and from the top of the slope it looked like he was boiling a 

kettle there was so much steam coming out of the back of it…... Anyway he finally made it up to the 

slope top…... but without a model !....Hmmm not like Max?… Fortunately we had both landed for a 

break when he had us rolling about laughing…….Guess who had forgotten his transmit-

ter…....BUGGABUGGABUGGA!....time for a cuppa and sort something out for the poor old chap ! 

Well to cut a very long story short ( the Ed was whingeing last month about lack of contributions ) Ian 

had a training tranny that would make all Max‘s waggly bits work….luckily he also found a couple of 

batteries for the camera so a few shots were taken before they expired. After lunch the wind had in-

creased to 30 knots constant but the old Lo100 kept punching through it….cant say the same for the 

guider who was almost impailed on a fence post it was that strong. Far to strong for the Lunak ( no bal-

last), and Max‘s Dakota which he had cobbled together, so I passed the Lo100 around so we could all 

have a fly. 43 knots was the highest wind gusts we were airborne in and even Ian had had enough after a 

while so I leaned in to unclip my Transmitter and TURNED IT OFF….Buggabuggabugga…. At least it 

went in vertical so the damage was minimal, just a broken wing bolt or 3, and the wing was torn rather 

than smashed with the spars undamaged. Fuz was a bit crumpled at the front but soon sorted with a heat 

gun and the only thing written off was the canopy, even the pilot and all servos and Rx survived. All bits 

were picked up and it was back together in about 1 hour thanks to contact adhesive and masking tape. 

It‘ll probably take me ages to recover it but boy oh boy EPP is good stuff for on the slope. So what did 

we learn on that windy day…. Well, first :- always take charged batteries for the camera cos you never 

never know what will happen. Second :- make sure all your wing bolts are the same size and thread, that 

Colin Smith bracing for the gusts, check 

out the tell-tale on the aerial and the 

grass in the background. 
Max McCullough registering his wind  ? At 43 

knots, in the gusts. 
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way my Lunak could have flown . Third:- always check 

tape hinges especially after storage in very hot weather. 

Fourthly:- Never turn off your transmitter when your plane 

is airborne.and Lastly :- ALWAYS TAKE A TRANSMIT-

TER IFFFFF YOU INTEND FLYING ! 

Finally :- Its ironic that the following week the wind at 

Kilcunda was forecast for exactly the same condi-

tions….20 to 25 knots North to Northwesterly‘s…..... 

so we decided NOT to venture down ! 

A check on the weather stations, later in the day, revealed 

that the wind never exceeded 18 knots and we would have 

had a ball….. 

Buggabuggadoublebugga ! 

 

But  looking on the bright side at least the Ed got some-

thing to publish….what‘s the betting he will be inundated 

with ―stuff‖ this month? 

 

Pictures by Ian Slack.  Words from Colin Smith. 

BLAST FROM THE PAST ! 
 

Over the years VARMS have been blessed with some fabulous cartoons and none better than those 

very topical ones sent in by Max McCullough or rather ―Captain Blonkhead‖ and his Plane Truths. 

In light of recent events on the slope it seems only fair to dig out a couple of his masterpieces as they 

refer to him now !   

Firstly leaving his tranny at home and second…check out his profile in the snapshots, he must have 

bought an ‗A‘Van…………….Hmmm, I wonder how many more we will be re-using ? 

―Pirate‖ Max explaining to Ian Slack that his 

parrot had flown off with his Transmitter 

Computers! 

To err is human—and to blame it on a computer is 

even more so!!      (Robert Orben) 

Computers! Home computers are being called 

upon to perform many new functions, including 

the consumption of homework formerly eaten by 

the dog!                                 (Jef Raskin) 
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Des Bayliss created this montage form some images  from the West Coast Soarers website. 

Great Job, Des!  (Ed.) 

 

The forecast drizzle decided to disappear 

and a thoroughly pleasant morning was en-

joyed by the 10 trainees. Great to see that 

we had 4 juniors on the day. Perhaps this 

shows that our hobby does have a future. 

New members David and Benjamin Wallace 

were successful in gaining their Bronze 

Wings Glider and Solo Electric ratings. The 

highlight for the day was a flight with my 

old Aeroflyte Albatross. An easy 10 or so 

mins with 2 students having a go. Nice and 

slow and very majestic.  

 

Ian Slack and TrainingTeam 

Training 19 April 2009 
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Sometimes I think, as an aero modeller, how hard it is at this time of the year with so many great events 

happening virtually at the same time in deciding which one to attend.  Having built a couple of scale 

models and had personally known Monty Tyrrell I decided to head to Pakenham for the day. 
 

I first met Monty back in the early 80's when he worked for Tony Cincotta at his Caulfield shop where 

we struck up a friendship that lasted for many years until his sad passing. Monty in my mind was a real 

aero modelling character, a control line special-

ist before R/C, showing me photos taken of him 

flying two control line models at the same time! 

No mean feat, as I found it hard enough to man-

age one at a time when I was flying control line.  
 

A natural progression to R/C saw him at the 

Dandenong club for a while, flying at the show-

grounds and Police Paddocks until a plan was 

put in place to buy property at Pakenham where 

Monty was at the fore- front in getting the new 

club up and running and the rest is history, by 

the way his VH number was 13 (It was Monty‘s 

way of saying, he was not superstitious  Ed.) 

Another reason for going was that I had heard 

on the bush telegraph that Stephen Malcman 

would be there and maybe flying his new 

Cessna 182, something that would be great to see. On arrival I was impressed by the amount of cars in 

the car park and the large crowd in attendance. A considerable variety of scale models were present tak-

ing up all the space under the sheltered areas. Some aircraft were standouts the detail that some fellows 

put into their aircraft is simply amazing. Entrants 

were given numbered vests to wear I saw a chap 

wearing one with 35 on it but there could have been 

more than that. Which in any event is a great turn-

out.                                                                                                                           
 

The theme of the day was that as you flew your air-

craft it was judged by a panel of judges on its scale 

like performance and points were given accordingly. 

Naturally the flier with the highest points took home 

one of the prizes. Unfortunately, as the S/W breeze 

had increased while I was there to the point that 

some of the older vintage style models stayed firmly 

on the ground. Having not taken any planes down 

there to compete myself I wandered around and met 

some old acquaintances including Peter Cossins and 

Geoff Moore.  After enjoying some lunch from the Club's excellent facility I sat back and watched some 

great flying. 

Later in the afternoon a 1/4 scale spitfire that was being flown nicely suddenly spiralled into the deck 

causing a hush amongst the crowd. What a disappointment for the owner a virtual write off with claims 

of radio failure, hours of work gone in a moment. This incident virtually ended the competition. 

In the meantime, I had heard that due to a bureaucratic cock up with the VMAA certification process 

Steve was not allowed to fly his plane, which was very disappointing for him and the spectators. 

That's life, but all the same thanks to P&DARCS for a well run and successful day. 

 

The Monty Tyrrell Scale Day P&DARCS Pakenham, a Report by Lew Rodman 
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The above photo, provided by Barry De Kuyper, is a really good one.  It shows Barry and his grandson, 

Luke, enjoying a training session at Briggs Field on a bright sunny day.  

 

 Luke is 11 years old, and attends the Meadowglen Primary School in Epping. He has been learning to 

fly on and off for a few years and comes to training with me when he stays over on some weekends. .He 

is almost at the solo stage  but we really need to string a number of sessions together to get him to 

Bronze Wings standard. 
 

 Distance is a problem and he also has football commitments in the winter so it's not much point in him 

joining VARMS at this stage.  I have planted the modelling seed and we will see what happens from 

here. 
 

Barry, along with Bruce Clapperton, are the club stalwarts who front at nearly all the scheduled training 

sessions and help Ian Slack wade through the long lists of budding glider pilots and  those just seeking 

the experience of flying a glider.  Sometimes I see them getting quite a kick out of the experience.  

   

Thank You, Barry 

 
Computers! 

A computer lets you make more mistakes faster than any other invention in human history– with the 

possible exceptions of handguns and tequila.                           (Mitch Radcliffe) 

 

In a few minutes, a computer can make a mistake so great that it would have taken many men many 

moths to equal it!                    (Unknown) 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the 
Editor, or the Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy 
of the content. 
 

 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http://  www.varms.org.au—For up to date info on VARMS 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                                         activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    
building and flying radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home 
field on High Street Road, Wantirna South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are 
free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and 
times are posted on the field entrance gate.  VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion 

Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of 
radio controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the 
Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds 
on the corner of High Street Road and Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors 
are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all 

modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shop-

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
  Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
  Ordinary Member Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Bruce Clapperton...................................................9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………...9884 0614  
Sport Power Rep  Chris Kurdian..........................................9762 0714 

  
If undelivered return to: 
VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096 
KNOX City Centre VIC  3152 
 

 

 

 


