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Aspectivity 

Upcoming Events NOTE:  
Next Meeting is at:  

Glen Waverley  
Primary School 

Friday Aug 14th, 8pm 

Sept 3rd, deadline for next edition 

 Aug 2009 

    Issue 424 

..monthly Newsletter of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

VARMS - Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria 

16 VARMS Slope Fly TBA VARMS 

16 DLG 10am High St. Road F3k 

23 Training 10am High St. Road VARMS 

30 F3f Slope Racing Mt. H‟back RCGA 

Sept. 5 Scale Aerotow High St. Road VARMS SG 

6 Training 10am High St. Road VARMS 

13 VARMS Slope Fl Mt H‟back ?? VARMS 

13 DLG High St Rd F3k 

20 Training 10 am High St Rd VARMS 

20 RCGA F3B #1 Diggers Rest RCGA 

 

What’s on at this meeting ?  
 

Your committee has arranged 
an interesting evening of   
diverse speakers for your  

enjoyment.  

HEY !.......Who pinched our plane ? 
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The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can be easily 
recognised and contacted in case of a fre-
quency clash. Mobile phone number on your 
key is a good idea too. Members with 2.4 GHz 
radio sets should still insert a standard key in 
the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

 Editorial Comment—June 2009                           Max Haysom                                     

Please send articles and photos for  
Publication in Aspectivity to: 

Editor, Aspectivity 
mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

Publication deadline for next issue 
August 6, 2009 

Well, I have had a few problems over the past days. When it was time to start production of the 
newsletter, the laptop that I use basically only for this purpose refused to open M/S   Publisher 
files. Ever other program functions OK so I looked for help from the usual sources on the inter-
net and some books I had. All to no avail so I called Colin Smith who is a proponent of Pub-
lisher and he has agreed to put the data and pics that I had into a template that I managed to 
retrieve off the hard drive. We are hoping it will all work out OK for You. 
Rather than give you a different version of what Colin Collyer will present to you, about our 
field situation, I have decided that, since there is not much to report, by way of changes except 
to say that I/We have been working to place VARMS into the best possible situation. 
              There has been a lot of discussion, in committee, about how we can best provide some 
interest for the newer and less well heeled glider members. Maybe one of the developments in 
the UK will be of interest to us. They have been developing an electric glider class/es where the 
cost element to have an interesting and competive, or well performing model, has been mini-
mised to some extent. The aim is to have a height limiting switching device on board the model 
which will limit the launch height to 200 metres. There are two classes, 2 and 4 metre, and it 
allows 30 seconds to climb to height (200 me). Basically any type of motor, esc and battery is 
allowed but you must use an “approved” height limiting switch. There are several available and 
more to come.  I understand that the event is being flown in South Aust. and we will hear more 
of their experiences soon.  If you want to follow up on the web go to www.esoaring.net . The UK 
model flying organisation has run some competitions over the past year with an aim to have 
this class (F5J) given an international standing and so provide for World Championship status 
events. 
 

 Til next time,  Good Thermaling,    Max 

Cover picture is of Gary MacDougal‟s 1/3 scale 

pilots from AH Designs in UK….great products 

with lots of scales etc at very good prices. 

CLUB BUILD……….Barry de Kuyper 

I'm preparing costs for another club scale glider building project.                                                                                               

The minimum number of starters would be 10.                                        

The model would be a Duster which has a free plan available on the 

UK Scale Soaring web site.  

Interested parties contact me on baz15@optusnet.com.au.  

mailto:baz15@optusnet.com.au
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President’s Report—July  2009       Colin Collyer                
Well, here we are starting the second half of the year. I have a few things to say 
about the field situation a little later, but first I will deal with some sad stuff. As I 
mentioned at the last meeting, John Bexley died, after suffering ill health for a few 
years.  John flew with VARMS in the early days, early 70’s in fact. He was editor 
for a few years, which only counted for maybe 6 magazines in those days, but his 
"Artiness"(New word ) showed through with great character. He was a potter, 
again with lots of character, and he flew competently in free flight, control line, 
and  R/C.  His coloured tissue trim was quite special ( now there's a lost art !) Also last month 
we lost Alan Villiers,VARMS member #2. Alan had always lived over the other side of the city, 
so we lost sight of him when the bulk of the VARMS membership moved from the Geelong 
area to the Melbourne area, and finally out to the Eastern suburbs, but he still kept a keen in-
terest and some contact with other early members. He also had a great interest in full-size glid-
ers, and held various positions at Bacchus Marsh. We connected again a few years ago, when 
I acquired Peter Prussner's 1/4 scale Zefir off Alan, he having done half the rebuild after Peter 
had crashed it in the surf on its first flight, at Torquay. That was '68 or '69, and both Peter and 
Alan were at Bacchus to witness its second flight (In about 2004 ) Alan Villiers, a true gentle-
man.  He was great fun to be with. VARMS in July and August..... I hear the slope day at Kil-
cunder was a hit, with good wind ( see.... the wind does keep em up !!) and lots of flying . I 
know the Aerotow wasn't so good, with one broken model, and the rest drenched!  I should 
have believed the forecast.... it was spot on !.  And I also helped spread Geoff Pentlands 
Ashes over Briggs Field with my Auster....A little bit of Briggs Field is Geoff, and a little bit of 
Geoff is Briggs Field. RIP  Geoff 

Now to the going on's with the Field and the Knox Basketball complex. There are 2 sets of 
meetings going on, the ongoing one where Myself, Max H, Alan Mayhew and Peter Cossins 
negotiate what form the VARMS presence has in the concept. So far we are still negotiating 
our boundries, especially to the south, because moving down the field relies on being able to 
overfly the area between the bike track and our boundry.  We are also beginning to discuss our 
shed, it's uses and perhaps a better replacement. We have only lightly discussed the contain-
ers, and their needs, car parking and access is also on the agenda. There has been no discus-
sion on any lease or rent. I still have a concern that our field will not be fenced enough to keep 
wandering public at bay, and to also keep hoons out. They did say that the first stage of devel-
opement will be moving our field, and that has to be started by,,,, December the 25th. The 
group we are dealing with seem to be hearing us, and responding, but I think they also are get-
ting pressures from above. They / We are still looking at the option of another field, but nothing 
has come up yet.  

The second set of meetings, of which there has only been 1 so far, is the " ERP Reference 
Committee", of which Max and myself have been drafted. Also on the committee are 2 from 
Basketball Victoria, 2 from Knox Basketball, 2 from Football Victoria (Soccer) 3 from Knox 
Council, and 1 from Parks Victoria (DSCE) Also at the meeting were the heads of the various 
departments that will handle the venture, finance, construction, tenders,concept, and promo-
tion........ Max and I are on a steep learning curve for sure !  Where this committee will take us I 
have no idea, as I'm thinking we won't all meet together again, but be summoned to advise on 
our special area.   More to come, I’m sure 

And also..... We have been "summoned" to the VMAA meeting regarding the proposal to hold 
the VMAA trophy at Briggs. The fact that we have no idea what condition the field will be in 
come April next year further complicates the issue. 

Well , that's me for August..... More typing than flying.  Gunner change that when the weather 
improves !!! ………….Col 
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 VARMS July General Meeting & Annual General Meeting                      
held Friday 10 July 2009 at GWPS Primary School Hall, High Street Rd. Glen Waverley. 

Meeting Comm. 8.20 p.m.  Visitor – Mike Meeney. 

President Colin Collyer-  Issues Raised 

A)“Meet & Greet Segment. 

a) John Bird. 

Retired Professor – TV Animation 

VARMS Member – 10 Yrs .Favorite  model – “Multiplex “Ezy Glider” Electric. 

Claim to fame  - flight envelope O/s Field.- re-flying of model after bouncing same off Club storage container. 

b) Ron Bird. 

Retired Spare Parts Mgr. – Automotive Industry. 

Model experience – mostly flying gliders – Favorite model _4 ch. “Tequliia” Glider. 

Claim to fame. Ballarat Nationals ealy 80‟s – destroyed Wakefield model when rubber “Motor” snapped. 

General Business. 

1 Requiem –for John Bexley Thursday 9 July 09  early Aspectivity Editor. 

2 Colin Smith 

i) Club “Car Boot” sale proposal.as alternative to October Club Auction. –prospect of holding this at Briggs 

Field on Sat.or Sun in Mid Oct.-extensive volunteer involvement necessary – to invite modelers from other clubs 

* other disciplines ie .Model. Boat & Car Clubs. – proposal to be advertised in August Aspectivity. 

ii) Club Library proposal –extensive folder of magazine constr.articles etc collected by Colin – copies avail. For 

minimal p/copy cost. 

Jim Robinson Models 

“loaded Dice” power pattern model –complete –free to good home –see Colin Collyer for details 

3) VARMS Club Logo – report on upgrade,progress 

4) Scale Grp – Ballarat & Bendigo Meets – brief repts given by Colin.”-Lamaroo” meet in 2 wks. – see Colin for 

details. 

5) Contest Director Rept. – Alan Mayhew. . 

DHLG  Glider Contest Rept given – RCGA Glider Contest round Sunday week. 

6) Camperdown W/E Cup wk.end. –Oct 30 to Nov 1. –Commemorative W/e – cabins avail. – see Brian Spencer 

for details. 

7) VARMS Website – Members Only detail segment.-proposal to be further discussed in Committee. 

8) Briggs Field – Basketball Stadium re-development – progress rept. 

General background to history of negotiations to date – 4 meetings at Knox Council ,with Club Reps – Colin Col-

lyer, Max Haysom & Peter Cossins, with later involvement from Alan Mayhew. 

Current Field proposals 

Moving Flight ops field – to West & South of present location – as detailed on location plan displayed by Max 

Haysom.-modified version of this plan to be advertised shortly in Knox News & circulated to Ratepayer Knox 

residents. 

Current Proposals – positive elements outlined by Colin Collyer 

i) field tenure likely to last for quite some time yet. 

ii)some shielding from Eastlink Tollway – greater distance from Tollway and tree line plantings adjacent to East-

ern Bdy of Field. 

iii) Signed “Heads of Agt”.-(copy produced) includes para – “ to recognize the needs & rights of existing user 

groups on site – ieVARMS” 

Feedback comments& Queries from Members present 

i) Future of VARMS Flying activities on site if developers proposals unworkable? Ans. – will have to provide 

alternative suitable flying site. 

Council & Varms members looking currently for possible alternative site(s) 

David Pratley – need for VARMS to involve Solicitors NOW<to spearhead negotiations  - David Hipperson – 

reservations on proposal. Lawyer involvement very expensive and confrontational approach may well be counter-

productive to negotiations outcome.-suggest continued  co-operation rather than confrontation – VARMS – “runs 

on the board” – as excellent field tenants. 

Brett Anthony – prospects of incorp. of Aerotowing, with Scale gliders, on  re-sited flight ops field as per dia-

gram? – Colin – should be possible! 

 

Possible Alternative Flying Sites issues 

i) Council Officers & Govt Dept Officials co-operating in looking for alternative sites – these parties have much 
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greater “Pull” in securing for us, tenure of any suitable alternative sites. 

Current Alternative sites investigated 

a)  Police Paddocks field – negatives – many parties vying for usage – Aboriginal heritage overlay issues & com-

petition from kangaroos 

b) Boral site – prospect of usage of land to South of waste tsfr. Site  down to F.tree Gully Rd. – negatives massive  

horse agistment lease issues 

 

Current field re-development proposals – downside issues for developers. 

a) wetland flood plains area –soil testing not yet done in this  field area & serious drainage problems with this 

area. 

H) Brett Anthony – issue of current power/glider flying operations on field 

Recent problems again raised for discussion.- advice from Colin Collyer, that issues must be resolved amicably 

between parties involved on site. 

 

VARMS AGM 2009. Comm 9.20 p.m. 

Geoff Hearn – vote of thanks proposed for Committee involvement over past 12 months 

Agenda as per typed  AGM agenda produced. 

AGM Minutes for meet on 11 July 08 read out by Secretary – no alterations or queries –acceptance motion 2nded 

by Steve Malcman. 

Club Annual Financial Report 2009 – presented by Ian Pearson, as per copy report produced – to be audited 

when Club auditor returns in late August,09. 

Cl;ub Investment  stands at $56846 – funds retained intact for possible use associated with new field acquisition 

issues. 

Member queries – nil. 

Vote of thanks moved by Secretary, for efforts by Colin Collyer as Club president over past 12 months and as 

well, Colin,& max Haysom for very extensive involvement over past year, on Briggs Field  re- development is-

sues. 

Declaration of 2009/10 Committee  

President   Colin Collyer 

Secretary   Roger Stevenson 

Treasurer   Ian Pearson. 

Registrar     Bruce Clapperton 

Editor     Max Haysom – (with assistance from Colin 

Smith) 

Contest Director  Alan  Mayhew 

Heli Group Rep.   Steve Malcman 

Sport Power Rep  Chris Kurdian 

Ordinary member Martin Hopper. 

AGM Meeting closed 9.55 p.m. 

 

Final General Meeting Agenda Items. 

 1 Stan Mason Award –presentation of plaque to 

Barry De Kuyper – for his stirling effort on assis-

tance with Club Glider training over past year. 

 2  AGM Door Prize – winner Max McCullough. 

 

Meeting concluded at 10 p.m. 

Next Club Meeting -  Friday evening 14 Au-

gust,2009 at GWPS Hall Glen Waverley. Comm.  8 

p.m. 

 

Gary MacDougal with his 1/3 scale Minimoa.  

The wing span will  be 5690 and the fuselage is 2440  

from the rudder to the tip of the nose. . 

As you slide down the banister 
of life, may the splinters never 

point the wrong way. 
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 VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
At the June meeting interest was expressed to have a VARMS CAR BOOT SALE in-

stead of the usual club fundraising auction night. The idea is to collect as much money 

as possible to help the Field Relocation Fund, whether its for stage one or stage 

two of the councils scheme, a lot of money will undoubtedly be needed in relocation ex-

penses.  

The idea is to have a typical car boot sale insomuch as the occupants of ALL cars will 

be charge for entry and because we cant take a levy of sales we can provide at least 3 

feeding stations catering for the hunger and thirst of the attendees.  

Flying of all types will be banned for that day due to lack of frequency control and the 

huge number of cars anticipated on the field. The committee intend to circulate the 

event to ALL flying clubs as well as any other modeling interest group from boats, cars, 

plastic and even trains.  

The committee can only set a date, probably a Sunday, as soon as they know if it is on 

or not and that will depend on the response by YOU the members.  

We need Money Collectors, Parking ushers, BBQ staff and litter collectors, etc etc. 

 

Would all club members who are interested in helping on the day and the clean-up af-

terwards please phone Colin Smith on 9874 3480 to register their interest. 

 

ITS YOUR CLUB …..LETS GET INVOLVED 
 

HELPLINE :- With summer fast approaching  

your bungees will soon be out again so here is a  

useful idea for adjusting the rate of descent of the 

chute . 

I found this in an old mag….Colin Smith 
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A warm welcome back to our ace cartoonist Max McCullough who has put his talents to use depicting 

Club President Colin Collyer at Surrey Park Model Boat Club on a “too windy to fly” Sunday not so 

long ago playing with a YOT. Club Instructor Ian Slack was seen assisting and subtly coaching his ef-

forts. Seems that the bathtub at home is no longer large enough and a very reliable source said that he 

HELPLINE:-  Colin Smith 9874 3480 ( 9am to 8.00 pm ) 

If you‟ve ever had 

a hobby knife 

drop on your foot 

you would have 

been glad you 

were wearing 

boots. 

 

Err……….. 

you weren't wear-

ing thongs were 

you ? 

 

Here is a good idea to stop knives rolling off the bench….. an-

other is the triangular pencil sleeve from stationary shops that 

can also be fitted… ideal if you have arthritis in the fingers . 
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 WHAT’S SO GOOD ABOUT GETTING THE WIND ? 
 

Well, it seems a long time ago but Friday the 10th of July was another ripper of a day down at Kilcunda 

with a moderate northerly blowing just on the slope face. At the last club meeting I was asked  “why do 

we bother to drive such a long way ….every week….. just for a bit of slope soaring ?”  

I should explain that the question came from a cross-country exponent who used to drive for many many 

many hours just to fly a cross-country course seated in the back of a car being driven by another fa-

natic………...And he thought we were crazy !!!!!! ….As he did enlighten me insomuch that they only 

did it once or twice a year, and usually in the good weather, I will try to explain the heading a bit more. 
 

What‟s so good about getting the wind ?…...well it has 

absolutely nothing to do with the long brightly coloured 

and slightly kinky underwear favoured by the less warm 

blooded amongst us (see Bruce Clapperton‟s preference 

as explanation a couple of months ago and just so that 

you will know….Jeans are far from windproof). Nor has 

it got anything to do with the brightly, multi-coloured 

and exotic headwear that seems to adorn the slopes. The 

multi-layers of clothing all neatly tucked in to stop any 

drafts...its got nothing to do with that either. Gloves, or 

lack of them, can be a help or hinderance. Sun-

glasses….never leave home without them as they stop 

the wind making your eyes leak. A whipper snipper 

mask is also good . All this and more is just for the good 

weather ………..in the winter the range of clothing gets 

even much more betterer !  
 

Seriously though, Slope Soaring gives the opportunity 

for glorious long flights at eye level. New comers typi-

cally get 15mins or so airtime before the onset of “dumb 

thumbs”, and as familiarity builds, 30 to 45 mins is the 

norm before the urge for the 3 C‟s strikes (coffee, cake 

and conversation). With confidence, other disciplines 

start to appeal and Aerobatics at all levels becomes a joy. 

Big loops to start with, maybe learn how to roll. A little 

bit of inverted flying can get the adrenalin started and 

then a stall turn to finish off. Didn‟t looked good or just 

stuffed it up?.....doesn‟t matter, gain height and have an-

other go. Alternatively, just stooge around chasing and 

working those thermals, the choice is yours. The odd 

aggressive eagle can add a little bit of excitement but they are nothing compared to magpies in the 

breeding seaon!. Anyway there are ways and means to deal with them and, as usual, there‟s lots of com-

panionship with fellow modellers. This is all done whilst standing on a hill overlooking beautiful land-

scapes and battling a variable wind. It doesn't matter whether the weather is fine or „fluid‟, calm or 

blowing a gale its just you against the elements sucking down those big lungfuls of clean fresh air.  

 

Thermals or strong wind its all the same only the models must vary to suit the conditions prevailing at 

the time and to that end we always try to cater for all occasions. Or in layman‟s terms, we take models to 

cater for at least 2 or 3 conditions. Light, medium and heavy. Say 5 to 15Kts, 10 to 20Kts and 15 to 

25Kts. Scale or non scale is a personal choice but to start with the old flat field Rudder Elevator Prelude 

will certainly cope with 15Kts and will perform well.  The old adage applies… never leave home with-

out a Prelude cos the wind can, and does, drop. Nowdays, of course, it will be an electric variant to save 

that long descent to the bottom of the hill if the all else fails.  

Lew Rodman having a ball. 

Just look at that smile of enjoyment. 
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In recent years the technological advancements associated with airfoils and modern manufacturing 

methods have improved to such a degree that it has opened whole new spheres of the hobby hitherto 

unthoughtof such as Dynamic Soaring which is so specialized that it deserves an article all to itself . 

However, it has encouraged other “speed freaks” to buy radar guns and clock their fast models on down-

wind runs at some slopes…...a „slow‟ 184kms/hr was clocked at Kilcunda the other Sunday ! That‟s se-

riously fast in my book especially with a 3metre plus model and certainly not for this scribe !. 

 

Somebody, somewhere, once said that we 

slope soar because we enjoy getting some-

thing for nothing and a days sloping can 

cost you that….nothing!  

 

Not strictly true of course because there is 

the tank to fill which is why car sharing is 

so good. Not only does it drastically re-

duce expenses, more importantly, it allows  

you to solve the problems of the world on 

the way down and the best way to effect 

any repairs on the way back !.  

 

You’ll never, never, know  

until you give it a go ! 
 

Give us a ring and come and join us. 

Colin Smith  9874 3480       

or 

Ian Slack  9489 3001  
 

Dave Weller, “Sherpa” Knut Neuman and Colin Smith  

all well rugged up for the weather 

Then, there are some fliers who always do their own thing !  

Tim Morland „relaxing‟ 
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 Review: 2008 Pulsar                 By John Cochrane 
 

Type: electric soarer 

Channels: 5 (aileron, flap,  

throttle, rudder, elevator)  

Wingspan: 2000mm  

Length: 1080mm 

Weight: 750g (600g- 800g 

recommended)  
 

Constructing the Pulsar?  

The pulsar construction is 

pretty straightforward, the 

control horns are just epoxied 

into a slot and the linkages 

are just z-bends. The rudder 

and elevator servos are 

mounted in the surfaces.  

The only difficulty that I discovered was trying to fit all the gear in the fuselage, as it is 

such a tight fit. 
 

What’s makes it go?  

I am spinning a 13x8 on a Hyperion 2220-10, through a scorpion 80 amp BEC speed con-

troller, which is powered by a Hyperion 950mah 2s Lipo, my servos in the wings are Hitec 

HS-81’s, and Generic 7.5mm servos in the tail.  
 

Price you may ask?  

$795 for the airframe from Peter Pine (Fly electric) in NSW, so it’s not a cheapie but it 

is the best value for money electric soarer I have ever had. 
 

How well does it fly? 

In a word, fantastic, having absolutely no bad behaviours apart from getting pushed 

around by thermals, which is a good thing I suppose but I am still getting used to it. I 

have found flaps make this plane pitch up 

hugely and you can’t leave them on too long 

or it will almost literally stop midair. It can 

be slightly sluggish on the ailerons but very 

smooth. Another cool thing is when you give 

it all it’s got it rockets to about 200 feet in 

2-3 seconds, which is an awesome sight to 

behold. Another thing is the brilliant wing 

loading gives it a great glide ratio, I like it 

with the centre of gravity at 75mm from 

the leading edge and this is now my new fa-

vourite glider. 

John is one of our 

younger members so 

its great to hear from 

him in print . 
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AT THE NAB 

  
Income V's Spending 

Between 1/07/09 and 31/07/09 

  

  
Income  

  
Subs 09/10 $10,714.50 

Sundry Income $0.00 

Total Income $10,714.50 

  
Expense Categories  

Administration $121.00 
  Membership   $72.00  

  Registration   $49.00  

Aspectivity $151.45 
     -  Printing  $96.45  

    -  Postage   $55.00  

Bank Charges $3.00 
Briggs Field $30.10 

    -Mowing   $30.10  

Insurance $10,128.00 
   Flying     $10128.00  

Raffle Expenses $135.00 

  
Training $65.00 

      Equipment   $65.00  

Total Expense 

Categories 
$10,633.55 

Moe Mohsen Sakahaii  

A missing 65-year-old Laguna Beach resident, who spent a night 

in a wilderness ravine as snakes slithered about his legs, has a 

new appreciation for life, he told rescuers this week.  

 

Moe Mohsen Sakahaii was found alive and uninjured, but dehy-

drated last Friday, July 31, after law enforcement authorities mar-

shaled search and rescue forces that included scent hounds and a 

helicopter to comb the brush-covered wilderness area adjoining 

Molton Meadows Park.  

 

Sakahaii, a remote-controlled airplane hobbyist, last Thursday 

apparently walked 200 foot into the brush-filled open space to 

retrieve his downed plane. A passing bird distracted him and he 

tumbled 25 feet into a crevasse, said police Lt. Jason Kravetz. He 

couldn't extract himself, Kravetz said.  

 

Sakahaii's wife reported him missing Thursday night after return-

ing home from work and not finding her husband. She found his 

car a few blocks from their home at the hilltop park, but his cell 

phone was left at home, according to the police log.  

 

A helicopter pilot spotted the model plane shortly after the search 

resumed by 7 a.m. on Friday, but Sakahaii was not spotted from 

the until 1:30 p.m. after he had crawled out to open space. He was 

taken to Mission Hospital Laguna Beach for treatment of dehy-

dration, Kravetz said.  

 

This week, Sakahaii returned to the police station to personally 

thank rescuers and to more fully describe his unexpected over-

night predicament. He told them of arming himself with twigs to 

keep nocturnal critters at bay, including the rattlesnake he heard 

and the snake he felt moving about his feet, Kravetz said.  

 

Local police, fire and marine safety personnel, as well as county 

fire and sheriff's deputies and Los Angeles Police's K-9 unit were 

involved in the search.  

Sent in by Colin Collyer….jeez makes you think dunnit ! 

A chap where I work imported 
4 of these little FOX kits.          
I jumped at one, and so did 
Frank Smith, so 2 are left, @ 
$150 each.                               
They require about 3 nites 
work, 3 small servos, rx and 
battery………….. I love mine!                                     
See Colin Collyer at the meet-
ing WANTED 

Has anybody got a 60-90 size trainer type airframe 

that they want to get rid of, 80 inch wingspan or 

bigger would be preferred and condition not impor-

tant. 

Must be a freebee as it will be used as a teaching 

and experimenting aid. Motor and radio gear not 

needed just the bare airframe. 

 Colin Smith…..9874 3480 
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Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

David Weller 
9546 6663 

 

  

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 
 

Training 
Dates  

 

August 23, 
Sept 6 & 20 
Oct 4 & 18 

Training Radio Frequencies 
are:  641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by  
Hyperion Australia  

SLOPE FUN DAYS 
 

August 16th  (TBA) 

September 13th (Hollowback hopefully)  

 
Here is your chance for some Sunday Slope 

Soaring Action during winter! Emphasis is on 

having fun and also to get in some practice be-

fore the State Slope Soaring Championships 

on October 11
th

. Beginners are welcome and 

we will try to get you a fly on something, even 

if you don‟t have the right model for the con-

ditions.  

 

Don‟t forget to bring: Warm Clothes, wind 

proof clothes, thermal underwear (stripes are 

best), funny hats, boots, gloves, sunglasses, 

suncream etc. (even a newspaper stuffed up 

your jumper can bring a lot of warmth). 

 
Bring as many models as you can as condi-

tions may vary. If the wind is a bit light then 

bring your discus launch and electric models. 

If there is no wind at all, we will meet at 

Briggs Field for some thermal flying.  

 

To let you know what is happening on 

the day, I will change my phone greeting 

by 8.00am on the day 

Please call 0438 644 867. 

 

If you wish to be on the mailing list 

please email Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.

au 
Or call 0438 644 867. 

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson 9887 8996 Aug 15 

Geoff Moore 9802 2044 Aug 22 

Graeme Hollis 9739  4886 Aug 29 

Ross Peasley 9877 2215 Sept 5 

Robert Kassell 0795 1330 Sept 12 

Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921 Sept 19 

Keith Heale 9509 6829 Sept 26 

Mike Richardson 9557 6013 Oct 3  

Malcolm Buckmaster 9763 1632 Oct 10 

Jim Baker 9803 2185 away  
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TRAINING REPORT        

9 AUGUST 2009 
 

Another enjoyable winter‟s day. Cool 

breeze to start but the sun was shining and 

the temperature went up. What more could 

we ask for. Lots of flying was had by all 

with the assistance of Bruce Clapperton and 

Barry DeKyper on the transmitters and 

Geoff Trone on the winch. It was extremely 

pleasing to see some Juniors at the field as 

well as a couple of new models to check 

out. A Radian and 2 Gentle Lady‟s success-

fully flew for the first time, all equating to-

some  very happy owners.   

 Ian Slack 
Geoff Trones Grandson giving Barry de Kuyper a few tips at training. 

Love those pink gloves Baz….just right for the slope 

Alyn, Kelvin and Scott with their Gentle Lady 

Careful where you step….you only do it once! 

Bruce Clapperton proving that                                     

body language does help 

Gary MacDougal  
giving size to his   

“MONSTERMOA”                                   

 

 

You can hardly call  

something that big a  

„mini– anything‟ 

 can you ? 
 

Either of them !  
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 VARMS Slope Day                
19th July 2009 

 

It had been 18 months in the making, but now my 

Ricochet slope wing was finally ready for its maiden 

flight. I packed all my models inside the Territory 

and headed off for Kilcunda. Weather forecast was 

good and when I arrived there was already a posse of 

(non VARMS) pilots gathered on the slope doing 

speed trials with a radar gun! Soon enough we had a 

good turn out from VARMS as well and we set up a 

keyboard and got out the trusty EPP Lunaks to test 

the breeze. The wind was a good 15 to 20 knots from 

the NNW so the northerly slope was a little tricky. 

This was solved when Ian Slack suggested we all 

move down to the lower flat overlooking the dam. 

Conditions were much better here and I soon felt 

ready to get the Rico out of the car. 

 

Up at the car park there seemed to be a lot of specta-

tors. As it turned out, a crowd had turned up to pay 

their respects to Dr. Chris Hall by scattering his 

ashes.  Chris was tutored by Ian Cole and competed 

at last years Slope Aerobatics contest and is known 

to a lot of the weekday slopers. So it was quite a sur-

prise to learn of his passing, especially as it was so 

quick. Ian Cole had rigged a small urn on top of a 

Rico style electric plane and, with great care, kept 

maneuvering it until just right, and then “bingo” the 

ashes were let loose to a huge cheer from the congre-

gation. They then went happily on their way to do 

the same thing but at a power strip. Well done 

Ian…..superb work. 
 

Things were happening down on the slope with Ian 

Slack giving some keen beginners an introduction to 

slope flying. John Cott and Robert Kassel were soon 

flying Ian‟s Lunak and doing pretty well. John made 

his Bronze Wings the week after at Training and I‟m 

sure that some good stick time on the slope would 

have helped a lot. 
 

Tim Moreland also showed us how it was done with his 

1/4 Scale Schweizer  I-26 and another beautiful high 

aspect glider (Alpina) doing graceful fly pasts in the val-

ley between the north and north west slopes. 

 

Well, the time had come. I hooked up all the flappy bits, 

grabbed the nose and the rear fuselage firmly and headed 

back down the hill. It‟s always a bit exciting to fly a new 

model for the first time, especially one that had taken a 

lot of precious hours to construct. Ian Slack made a 

steady launch for me then immediately had to help me 

get the elevator trim correct. The model needed a lot of 

down trim (95%!) to fly level. This was so much that I 

couldn‟t take my finger off the stick to press the trim 

button and needed a helping hand to get it under control. 

Once this was sorted out, the Rico flew like a dream 

with plenty of roll on high rates and enough down left 

over to indulge in a few inverted turns. Being sadly defi-

cient in channels on my trusty Flash 5X I had to use 

some neural net/fuzzy logic mixing when the flaps went 

down. But I soon got the hang of it on a few landing 

passes. But of course the real thing is a lot different to 

practice landings above the ground and, um, at least I 

landed (just) before the road and, err, not in a tree. Sec-

ond landing was much better, but the ancient glue in my 

second hand fuselage tail post was coming loose so I 

quit while I was ahead and got in some good practice for 

the Slope Champs on my Lunak again. 
 

Great to see everyone down at the slope and many 

thanks to Ian Slack for his help and to Colin Smith for 

his enthusiasm and also helping out with some words 

about Dr. Hall. I hope to see you all on the next Slope 

day which is 16th of August. Followed by 13th of Sep-

tember (Hollowback, hopefully) and the Slope Champi-

onships on October 11th(Also Hollowback). 
 

Bruce Clapperton 

Paul Dumsday treading very carefully 

Tim Morland with his Multiplex Alpina...still flies very well  
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SUBJECTS FOR SCALE 
Scariledge……and heard on the slope! 

A Woodstock being called a Duster ! 

So here they are together so you can see 

the similarity‟s. Firstly the fuz‟s are al-

most identical with the Duster being flat 

sided whereas the Woodstock has a very 

slightly curved cross section...wouldn't be 

noticed 2 metres away. Wings are next and 

there is an obvious difference in shape and 

size here. Interesting point is the letterbox 

spoilers set in the wing of the Woodstock 

but trailing edge airbrakes are used on the 

Duster. Woodstock has typical dihedral 

break on the centerline of fuz whereas the 

Duster does something completely differ-

ent  and has a flat centre section fixed to 

the fuz for transport and then two long 

outer panels with the dihedral. Only a pur-

ist would build one that way methinks. The 

fin on the Woodstock sits on the Stab but 

behind it on the Duster plus they have dif-

fering fin profiles. Woody has one cockpit 

style whereas the Duster has a few options  

Availability:- Plans...Col Collyer has some 

1/4 scale ones for the Woodstock or they are 

available from www.Traplet.co.uk but you 

can download some freebees for the Duster 

from www.scalesoaring.co.uk. and 1/4 and 

1/3 kits and semi-kits are available from 

www.vintagesailplaner.com. A source tells 

me that there are 3... 1/3 scale Duster semi-

kits on their way plus a couple of 1/3 scale-

Woody‟s being built in a shed somewhere ?. 

The indications are that aerotow gatherings 

will  soon be a big and beautiful affair. 

There are plenty of photos on the web…

you‟ve just gotta push those buttons and jog 

around a bit for info. There is even a paper 

Duster at www.fiddlersgreen.net  and if some-

body buys one can I have a look please. With 

those big cockpits A&H Designs might be 

selling a few of their value for money pilots 

in the near future. 

Now here is a teaser “which one has been 

seen with those very sexy turny-up tiplets ?”  
 

Answers on a $20 note please…….Colin Smith 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor, or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http:// www.varms.org.au—For up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                      activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    building and flying 
radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on 
a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times are posted on the field entrance gate.  VARMS Training is kindly spon-

sored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio controlled 
gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the Glen Waverley Pri-
mary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of High Street Road and 
Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively 
discussions on matters of interest to all modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shop-
ping Centre 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the  Federation Aeronautique Internationale  (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
  Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
  Ordinary Member Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Bruce Clapperton...................................................9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………...9884 0614  
Sport Power Rep  Chris Kurdian..........................................9762 0714 
Webmaster Steve Tester………………………………………………...9724 9728 

If undelivered return to: 
VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096 
KNOX City Centre VIC  3152 
 

 
        
 

 


