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Aspectivity 

Upcoming Events NOTE:  
Next Meeting is at:  

Glen Waverley  
Primary School 

Friday Oct 9th, 8pm 

Nov 5th….. deadline for next edi-

 Oct 2009 

    Issue 426 

..monthly Newsletter of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

VARMS - Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria 

11 Oct St Slope Aero Champs Mt H’back VARMS 

11 Oct DLG High St Rd F3k 

18 Oct Training High St rd VARMS 

24,25 RCGA Thermal  Lg #2 Mildura RCGA 

31 –3 Nov Scale Aerotow Cobram Moira MAC 

7 Nov Scale Aerotow High St Rd VARMS 

8 Nov CAR BOOT SALE High St Rd VARMS 

8 Nov  RCGA Thermal lg #3 Bendigo BSA 

14 & 15  DLG TBA F3k 

15 Nov Scale slope Mt H’back VARMS 

 

Retroplane Video Screening 
of vintage sailplanes. 

 

Film covering techniques and 
demonstration using standard 

household iron etc. 
 

Cloudy ammonia technique 

State Slope  

Aerobatic Champs  
this Sunday at  

Mt Hollowback.  
Come up and have a look, 

it’s all good fun.  

Duster about to commit aviation at Bacchus Marsh 
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The Keyboard 

 

Your frequency key should have your full 

name written clearly on it so that you can 

be easily recognised and contacted in case 

of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number 

on your key is a good idea too, in case you 

have departed and left your key in the 

board thus stopping somebody else from 

using that frequency. Members with 2.4 

GHz radio sets should still insert a standard 

key in the appropriate section of the key-

board. 

Please send articles and photos for  

Publication in Aspectivity to: 

Editor, Aspectivity 

Mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au 

Or 

Colin Smith 

colinkay@lizzy.com.au 

Editorial and Site Report – October 2009  -  Max Haysom 
 

It would be nice if we had some more articles from members, event reports, “how to” like the one on 

making transfers by Alex Evans, and some news on your pet subjects or projects. I know, I keep saying 

this, but I also keep hoping some of you will finally put pen to paper so to speak. 

 

Just digressing for a while – the subject of membership renewals comes up, would you believe that 

nearly 30% of members did not renew this year. This is amazing, since many of the names on this list 

(90 days in arrears) are still consistently flying at Briggs Field.  There were many excuses, I did not get a 

letter with an invoice, I thought that I had paid or, I just forgot. Changing the keys each year is a very 

expensive exercise and may not be a disincentive in the future.  Wear your Membership card with pride 

and ask those flying with you, Where are your Membership cards?  Note: the cards have ratings too. Be 

aware, be safe. 

 

Saturday morning power flying appears to be out of control!  Too many pilots in the air at one time, ab-

solutely no control, flagrant breaches of the club rules. From the many reports some of the offenders 

may not even be club members. Some are flying “solo” without the appropriate “Wings” ratings or a 

“buddy” to call the shots. This is absolutely forbidden in our club. It is recommended that when flying 

circuits with power models, on Briggs Field, that 4 powered models in the air at one time is as much as 

can safely be accommodated. All Pilots must stand behind the Net . At No Time is any pilot to fly any-

where East of the strip (Behind the flight line), ie over the spectator area and car park. If you want to fly 

aerobatic manoeuvres in crowded conditions (4 models), do it further out to the West or South West. To 

do manoeuvres over the centre of the runway is very foolish as will invite a mid-air collision and if that 

happens it can be a serious hazard to all those on the field including spectators. You have been warned! 

 

Site:  
Some preliminary work has been completed, by Knox CC contractors, to establish the suitability of the 

various area to construct buildings, roads and playing fields. At the time of writing we are not aware of 

the results. Tomorrow, Tuesday 6th, we meet with the Knox CC to discuss a number of matters directly 

affecting VARMS, such as Licences, finance matters, work timings, layout of the actual flying field, 

fencing, tree removal, and our shelter and facilities. That is about all the facts I can tell you, at this stage. 

Please don’t believe any off the rumours and innuendos being spread about. 

 

May there be more Blue Skies and Light Breezes…………...Max 
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President’s Prattle 

WARNING ! 
Those little black and white 

bugga’s are out in force 

again...no, not Collingwood 

supporters…. the Kilcunda 

magpies !. The South slope 

one is tenacious but nowhere 

near as bad as the North 

slope ...he will go the plane 

and then the pilot ….. 

be warned. 

So, October is here, and so is the flying season.  Last weekend I 
went freeflighting, to a fun weekend to celebrate 50 years of Dixi-
lander, a power duration model that set the standard  for years to 
come. It was interesting, as about 20 turned up, flown by some 
absolute novices, and it was a very successful event. The format 
was nice and simple, relaxed rules, and all models built to the 
same plan, although there were a few variations on covering and 
timers and motors, etc . It got me thinking, perhaps we could do a 
simple 2 channel model from the past, and have a fun weekend 
somewhere !..... just thinking 

          Other happenings.... the Working with Wood Show is com-
ing up  15th to18th October, and the VMAA are looking for some 
models and help to man their stand. Seems like a good opportu-
nity for some VARMS publicity, and maybe show off some wooden 
aeroplanes, Dusters perhaps. Call me if your interested... 
         And coming up even before that, the slope aerobatics 
champs are coming up on the 11th at Hollowback. Always a bit of 
a challenge, and interestingly, a 2 channel floater can do a reason-
able job of most of the manouvers, and if the lift is a bit light, could 
be just the weapon. Having said that, Aerobatics is all about doing 
the manouvers, into wind, wings level, and being judged, and ex-
perience is your friend.   No matter what level your level, the prac-
tice will improve your experience level 
    Max is on the basketball case, so I’ll leave it to him, I'd just like to pass on the thanks we were given 
regarding contractors on the field. Well done guys. 
  Next Meeting, October 9th. . Feel free to bring any show and tell stuff. We will be showing a CD of the 
Retroplane event in Ireland this year. Retroplane is an  annual event for vintage scale gliders, and as 
such, it brings out a heap of scratch built models, and lots of things not often seen. I’ve seen it... quite 
entertaining.     At the same time, we will have some people (plural) covering a model with iron on film, 
I'm kinda thinking we might all learn something here. If you recon your a guru at covering, bring an 
iron !! 
  

 Hope your all getting plenty of flying…….. Cheers……... Col 

THINK ABOUT THIS 
 

That guy flying next to you ? 
 

If he’s not a member  

then he’s probably not insured. 
 

What happens if  

he hits you with his plane ? 
 

Don’t assume he is a member  

ASK  
to see his membership card.  

( that’s the thing both you and him should be wearing) 
 

Safety...its not an accidental thing ! 

Designer George Fuller with his  

Dixielander from 1959 

On the subject of covering check out this site…www.pldaniels.com/flying/balsa/index.    he is using clear 

Thermal Laminate film to good advantage. There is some good stuff about balsa as well...worth a look. 
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 VARMS Club General Meeting Friday 11 September,2009 
Held at Glen Waverley Primary School – Commencing 8.20 p.m. 

Apologies –Bruce Robinson, Raoul Wynn, & Robert Kassells Visitors - & New  members –Nil... 

 

Club Member “Meet & Greet” segment. 

A)        Bruce Clapperton– 
Occupation ; Electronics Engineer. 

Years in VARMS – 10 

Favorite Model –Prelude & Thermal Riccochet. 

Favorite VARMS Experience  - First Slope day at Kilcunda 

Claim to fame. VARMS Registrar takeover & Club Training Co-ordinator. 

B)        David Hipperson. 

Occupation –Retired Industrial Model Maker. VARMS Member - for 10 years 

Favorite Model. Keil Kraft Super 60 .Claim to fame - Electric power models of all types. 

Member Reports 
Colin Smith –“ Car Boot Sale”  progress report. 

Flyers printed  & delivery needed to  model & hobby shops Helpers needed for BBQ and car park& gate  attendants Charge - 

$5 per person on entry. (including VARMS members) kids under free. All hobbies & collector pastimes catered for – pro-

posed date, Sunday , Nov. 8,09. 

Secretary       
Correspondence In   - VMAA Minutes for August exec. meeting 

Correspondence out : Lt  VMAA to sponsor F3B & F3K Glider events at 09 nationals plus lt. VMAA “thanks for considera-

tion on VARMS bid for hosting 2010 VMAA Trophy. 

Aspectivity. 
Call for Club member replacement for Max Haysom – thanks to Colin Smith, for assy. Of this months magazine. Call for 

“newcomer” articles. and reports on any Club activities, with photos. – anything always welcome! 

General Business. 
Knox Basketball Stadium proposal – report by Max Haysom 

Max & Colin Collyer now part of consultative committee.- Continuing liaison with Parks Vic. who are supportive of 

VARMS position. – imminent start of works on field & stage 1 due to finish June 2010 - .members must avoid disruption 

to working contractors on field 

Project at “sign off” stage in 4 to 6 weeks legal assistance available via VMAA at this signing stage, but close negotiations on 

exact contract terms, to be entered into by Max & Colin, on behalf of VARMS over this period. Parks Vic. Chief Ranger, 

supporting VARMS – recent meet with him, to lay down parameters on what our Club needs as a viable flying site.- Max & 

Alan Mayhew working on alternative flying site search issue- desire for field 30 mins to 1 hour away, maximum , from 

Briggs Field – possible Cardinia Finger’ land segment as prospect. 

Treasurer.report. Current Acc balance - $13814 – last yr.$12672 –Club finances still in good shape. 

Club Registrar – 157 paid up members to date  

Member Reports 
Ian Slack – forthcoming events report 

i)Club “Stand - off Scale” Competition  to be run by David Down(his last) –still to organize date  

ii) Club training-Report - events :blown out “ over past 2 months – to resume in October, when better flying weather re-

turns.. 

iii) Club Slope day Sunday 13 Sept at Mount Hollowback (weather permitting.) 

iv)Scale group – Camperdown celebrations w/e  Melb Cup W/e. 

Alan Mayhew 
a)Report on recent F3F & F3B contest events 

b)RCGA Round 1 to be held end of Sept. 

c)Hand launch F3K – next event at Briggs on Sunday 13 Sept. 

See Alan for further details. 

Alan’s call for expressions of interest in 2.5 to 2.8 m. aileron  thermal model design. for “next step up” after Prelude solo 

qualific. Let Alan know, of your interest. 

  

Barry de Kuyper. – update report on  scale “Duster “ Club project – part built jigs avail next club meet – see barry for 

details. 

Show & Tell Segment  
Alex Evans on his Cessna “Sky master” – twin tandem sport/civil. Aircraft 

Took 18 months to construct from scaled up plans – weight 6.5 kg powered by push/pull power plants front & rear of cabin. – 

fitted with 9 servos and model has wide performance envelope.  Congratulation Alex, on a magnificent project.! 

Colin Collyer – call for similar presentation of member model projects, as “Show & tell “ segments  for future Club meet-

ings 

Meeting Closed –9.45 p.m. 

Next General Club Meeting – Friday October 16,2009 ,at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, comm. 8.p.m. 
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LAMMEROO REVISITED      

T’was a radio controlled shark - or is it flake? With a small fan (60mm?) down in the guts 

blowing out the rear end. Flew very well and was quite fast. I have a whole range of pic-

tures. It was flown by a bloke from Adelaide - Ian White". yes, that's right, the great 

White. . Poor old Ian got into trouble flying the shark over the spectators and left for 

home early in a huff (Great White's can apparently get emotional). 

Dinner on Friday night consisted (in part) of a snapper (i.e. fish) that John's daughter 

caught on a fishing trip. It was BIG, about 24" long. A second one turned up for dinner, as 

the single fish was not quite enough to feed everyone. They paid cash for the second one. 

Good hosts hey?...............................................................................................................Tim Morland 
 

I saw this same shark whilst browsing/grazing/drooling  at  www.hobbycity.com  for what seems a very 

good price considering what it comes with . 
 

While on the subject of websites did you know that Ming at Windrider  (well known for the amazing 

Foam Airbus and small Fox among others) is taking advance orders for his 2.6 Metre Habicht with a 

choice of two colour schemes. Excellent prices for a ready to fly model and you can even have a choice 

of servo‟s already installed. Check out the videos on RC Groups  or on his website at 

www.windrider.hk. and see two of them flying together….well, they actually collide very gracefully and 

one wing punctures the fuz of the other so they are locked together for quite a while…all good viewing. 

One locally based sloper is waiting for his 4 to be delivered…………………………...Colin the Compiler! 

 

RED Wine DOES NOT make you FAT  …...it makes you LEAN………………... 
 

against tables, chairs, floors, walls and ugly people. 
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 Decorating your model… Making your own decals / Water transfers… 
 
As some of you already know, scratch building brings up all sorts of problems and challenges, so 
“Thanks” to my long various scratch build projects, I have come across at some stage to deal with the 
question of decorating it… 
 
So, it got me thinking – how will I be able to make all those nice looking flags and symbols that are 
common to ARF’s and the like, so I thought – how could I make my own decals, and after some Internet 
and Goggle searches, I managed to find the answer – and more importantly, a way of doing it, and all 
that you need is a PC and an Inkjet printer (or a colour Laser printer if you are really lucky and can af-
ford one), well – you need some other things too. 
 
So firstly let me point out to you, that there are differences between ready made decals / transfers you 
buy in the shop, and those I am suggesting you can make yourself, and knowing this small difference 
will save you some time, money and frustration. 
 

The ready made commercial decals have the following “Layers” from the bottom up 
 

The background paper 
Glue 
Paint – the actual logo, lettering etc… whatever the image is 
Transparent film 
 
When you transfer / slide the off the paper, the top transparent layer is protecting the “Paint” 
component from being washed away when you place that into water. 
 

The DIY type on the other hand, is made up of the following “Layers” 
 

The background paper, as with the above 
Glue 
Transparent film 
And finally, the Inkjet (or Laser printer) Ink that is used to print the logo etc… 

 
Well, you can now see where the problem is… The moment you immerse your new artistic 
creation into the water – the paint is likely to come off, and bleed into the water, and indeed 
it does (I found out of course the hard way), unless you protect it with another material we 
will now call the sealant! 
 

With either of those types, it will also be wise to use some additional material, to make it weather pro-
tected, so that the nice logos don’t end up fading in the summer sun, when you come for a flight, your 
pride and joy is parked outside while you have a chat with the guys in the club house, and very slowly 
and gradually, the sun rays are eating your images away… 
 
Well, so here is the process in details, please follow those to the letter, to spare yourself the pain I went 
through, after all – that is why I am taking the time to tell you the story… 
 

Design your logo etc… you can use whatever you fell comfortable with, Paintbrush, Microsoft Word, 
or a real sophisticated Graphic package. While doing that, think of the “Size” of the picture, and 
think what else could you fit on an A4 page, so that you don’t end up printing one thing and 
wasting the rest of the page… the pages cost $1.65 each inclusive of GST. 

Let it dry for 24 hours, if you don’t – you will be sorry, don’t try rushing it. It may feel “Dry” to the 
touch after an hour or so, depending on room temperature, but – wait 24 hours. 

 
OK, now you have been patient, so on the next day – use the “Sealant” and spray on that page, the 

application instructions are on the spray can, wait some 5 minutes, and repeat that action. DO 
NOT TRY SAVING on sealant, repeat that FOUR times… 
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Wait again for the next day – then, cut the decals out of the page, place those into some water, wait 
for some 2 minutes or so, and slide the decal off onto the model. Make sure to clear out any air 
bubbles by smoothing it out with a sponge or some soft tissue paper. Remove all water from 
around the decal and let it dry for at least an hour. 

 
NOTE: After cutting the decal out of the page, if you decide to give that another cote, be aware 
that the spray gets around the edges, and your decal will NOT slide off the paper bit, so you 
have to trim it again before attempting to apply it onto the model. 
 

If all looks OK, it is now time to apply the “Weather protection” spray, which is yet another type of 
product, it is not mandatory – but if you have long term aspirations about this model, do it. 

 
 
So, that’s about it, now we move on to the actual products I have used in this exercise: 
 

The actual paper comes in two types, one for Inkjet printing, the other for Laser printers. 
Once you selected – you have again 2 options: 
 

Clear background, this is so that your model colouring shows through all the places of the 
logo that are NOT painted. Remember – WHITE is NOT an actual colour, that’s why I 
needed to print our club logo, on the other paper type. 

WHITE Background is the 2nd option.  
 
You can purchase these pages from: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The “Sealant” is CRYSTAL KOTE Gloss, made in 
Australia by HELMAR Australia P/L check out 
www.helmar.com.au 
 

The final finish weather protecting product is KRYLON, 
Polyurethane Clear wood finish – check out 
www.krylon.com 

 
I have purchased those two in an Art supply shop in 

Knox City. 
 
 
That’s all from me – you are on your way now. 
 
 
Cheers 
Alex Evans 

One of Alex’s creations 

And another one…...its marvelous what 

you can do with a bit of perseverance. 

http://www.helmar.com.au
http://www.krylon.com/
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  PROJECT :- DUSTER                                 

Here are some of the pictures I took of the Duster when we had our aerotow visit with our Woodstock’s at Bac-

chus Marsh some years back. The owner of the Duster was extremely friendly and was a fountain of information 

about his creation. I believe it used to reside up in Bendigo and would not be too difficult to track down for a 

“looksee” visit or group photo shoot if somebody was so inclined to organize it. Geoff Hearn is a veritable mine 

of information about all things to do with gliding so talk to him. Being a homebuild it varies from the plan, but 

that’s the joy of homebuild’s they can be modified and painted to the owners requirements. With that big open 

cockpit give some early thoughts to a pilot? I can recommend AH designs in Wales at ww.thepilotpeople.co.uk 

they have full and half bodies available and a bulk order would save on postage. Geoff Trone has a disc of all the 

pictures I have accumulated on the Duster... so see him for copies. I had intended building my kit at a later date 

but seeing how quick they go together I might just change my mind...nice one Andy…………….Colin Smith 
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While attending a Marriage Encounter Weekend, 

Robert, an avid modeler, and his wife Mary lis-

tened to the instructor declare ….. 

'It is essential that husbands and wives know the 

things that are important to each other.' 
  
 He addressed the men. 'Can you each name and 

describe your wife's favorite flower?' 
  
 Robert leaned over, touched Mary's arm gently 

and whispered,  “Self-raising, isn't it?'               

 

Thus began Robert's life of celibacy. 

This is what all the fuss is about…. 

A genuine Andy Smith Lazer cut kit in thin ply, 

complete with base board for accurate assembly 

and wing roots to aid alignment. The middles 

have been removed from formers and slots cut 

for stringers. Keels, vertical formers (some with 

stand-offs) and horizontal bracings along with 

servo trays……. its all there and even the servo 

screw locations have been marked. Value for 

money? You betcha…...get one now and build it 

in a cuppla years or so. Oops!....nearly for-

got...there is a great pile of foam wing cores to 

go with this lot. Using an E205 section and with 

some washout the final beasty should be very 

capable as a flat field thermal sniffer and be very 

user friendly on the slope in most conditions!.  

Seriously ….ifffffff you have ever thought about 

building a scale model then you wont find an 

easier way to do it. Barry de Kuyper is speed 

building and photo recording it all while he goes 

and the rest are plodding along at their own 

pace. Questions are answered as they arise and 

regular midweek meetings held at the field. For 

those who work during the day I am sure other 

arrangements can be made, get together and 

make some decisions. So far builders have been 

paired up in deference to their experience and 

whilst the project is aimed at those with a little 

experience its just the same as building a Great 

Planes Spirit or similar fully built-up model with a 

few waggly bits hanging off the airframe. The rea-

son I keep blathering on about Yank stuff is that 

they come with fantastic pictorial building instruc-

tion which do translate to other models of the same 

ilk.  Andy is prepared to offer this kit to VARMS 

members only at this price and if you want one or 

want to know that all important price then email  

Barry de Kuyper   

baz15@optusnet.com.au 
 

Colin Smith 

mailto:baz15@optusnet.com.au
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I had a look through some Duster photo's, and it looks like there are going to be a few new people in the scale 
group. 
I was impressed with what I saw on the photo's, excepting for the Aero Tow Hook assembly, I can see 4 things 
that may work some of the time, but when the going gets tough  and when you really need the release to 
work things may not work as planned. 
  Here are my views, for what they are worth :- 
 !/   The release pin seems to be stranded bowden cable. The 2 problems with bowden cable is its not "slippery" 

so under load, the line may not slide off it, and/or the servo may not have the power to pull it, and also it is flex-
able, so again it may well bind under load. I use 1/16th piano wire, and go to a bit of trouble to polish it and clean 
up the end, so there is nothing to catch on. Then I wax it. 
  
2/  The servo is not using the inner most hole on the horn. We need all the servo  power we can get. 
  
3/ The servo, when parked in the closed position, should have the horn nearly pointing at the release, again in-
creasing the servo power. The pin only needs to move about 6mm, but dissapear completly. 
  
 4/  The location of the hook should be as far forward as possible.  On the photo I saw, its about 150mm back 
from the nose. The pilot will be forever correcting right from the start of the tow, and the model will do nicer turns 
in one direction 
  
 Some ideas to look at 
  
 Photo of the Granau 4 built by John  Mckee.   Simple to build, a bit off 
brass tube, and some bent wire...photo attached 
  
 A home built one by Henryk.   Again, fairly simple to build, once the ali 
has been acquired.   Looks good on any sailplane, modern or vin-
tage            http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/10/64/ 
  
 An article I wrote on aerotowing, that shows a few hooks    http://
www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/6/64/ 
   
 Cheers, and good luck with the build…………….. Col Collyer 
 
Stop Press :- Geoff Trone tells me that he just bought a ready-made nose tow release from Addies Hobbies for 
around the ten buck mark…….at that price get two and put one away for the next project. I expect Geoff will have 
it at the meeting , for all to see and he can explain how it works. 

Here is a genuine Duster cartoon or logo 

pinched from one of the sites on the web. 

Seems like Alex’s transfer article could be 

put to good use straight away.  
 

Anybody interested in doing some for the 

group ?  
 

Or perhaps there is another way on sticky 

vinyl maybe ?  
 

Suggestions would always be welcome for 

inclusion in Aspectivity.  
 

Original “VARMS DUSTER” nose art, now 

there’s a thought. 
 

There is absolutely no truth in the rumour that when 

I dropped a disc marked „DUSTER‟ to one members 

house his daughter thought it was an “instructional -

how to use” video. 

http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/10/64/
http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/6/64/
http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/6/64/
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F3F SLOPE RACING  
Sunday 31st August at Mt Hollowback 
Sorry guys for the delay in getting these 

results out... (I was out of town) 

Last Sunday saw 6 pilots brave the icy con-

ditions at Mt Hollowback for the 

RCGA’s annual F3F event. 

For those unsure of the rules, its basi-

cally 10 laps as fast as you can go 

through a 100mtr pylon coarse. 

It was windy but unfortunately not directly 

on the face we had set up on. So 

we would not see a sub 60 second run. 

Pilots of note were Shane, flying his 60² 

model very well and was the only 

pilot to better his time each round. 

We flew 6 rounds which meant we could in-

troduce a dropper. 

Eventual winner and long time attendee of 

this event was Darryl, flying his 

trusty 2mtr or so moulded glider (sorry not 

sure of its name). Second place 

went to Gerry and third to Shane. 

Thank you to those who turned up and to Jim 

and Brett for helping set up the 

course. Also a big thank you to Brett for 

bringing the neat Palm computer 

timing device, which made timing easy at Base A for yours truly. 

Until next time... Happy dork landings... 

Theo Arvanitakis……...RCGA committee  

 

Pos. No. Name               Raw   Final 

      Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5 Rnd 6   Total Dropped Total 

                          

1 2 Darryl Wallis 1,000 1,000 805 1,000 877 970  5,651  805  4,846  

2 5 Gerry Carter 887 925 1,000 910 1,000 901  5,624  887  4,737  

3 6 Shane Williams 863 886 713 899 910 1,000  5,270  713  4,558  

4 1 Mark Hunt 984 886 674 899 816 928  5,186  674  4,512  

5 4 Jim Houdalakis  940 899 738 877 816 831  5,101  738  4,363  

6 3 Brett Anthony 724 861 838 947 747 901  5,019  724  4,294  

Darryl Wallis looking very pleased with his win 

Photos from Brett Anthony and are pretty much self explanatory. 

Apologies, Brett, but I had to lighten them up for printing...the read-

ers just wont appreciate what a s**t of a day it was , dark, very over-

cast, gloomy and basically a downright  „orrible day ! 
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Thermal Glider  
 

2.8 metre span 

Ailerons and flaps 

Low cost  

simple construction 

Launch  

bungee, elect or  

Low power winch 

 

Interested ? 
 

 

Alan Mayhew  
 

will explain  

all at the  

next meeting 

The Missing Model  VARMS Trophy 09/10 
  

VARMS trophy is on again for 2009 / 10 start-

ing on Sunday 22nd of November at 1.00pm. 

  

The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, fun 

competitions for two channel, two meter gliders, 

or entry level electric models. Beginners are 

more than welcome and will learn a lot about 

catching thermals, model trim, flying a target 

time, landing on the spot and laughing when the 

“experts” get it very wrong. If the wind is blow-

ing, we may go slope soaring instead, so please 

get your name on my list of interested people so 

I can contact you the day before. 

  

Dates for 2009/10 are as follows: 

  

       22nd November 

              6th December 

                      7th February 

                             14th March  

                                     11th April 

                                             16th May 

                                                     20th June 

  

If you are interested, please get in touch with 

Bruce Clapperton    

(bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au)

Mobile 0438 644 867.  

CAR BOOT SALE 
The day is fast approaching and this meeting is the last before our field is invaded by thousands of cars 

all selling modeling wares at ridiculously low prices.   
 

With the current situation of not knowing who, what, where, and when is going to happen at the field 

it’s a case of suck it and see on the day. 
 

 The intention is to use the existing shelter for food preparation and rest station and we can erect the 

shade area next to it for VARMS members goods for sale. That way anybody collecting money can have 

their “stuff” sold for them by other members.  
 

Visitors cars will be parked down each side of the strip with display areas on the strip. This can be ex-

tended as necessary, the intention to keep mobile vehicles away from pedestrians. 
 

Unfortunately ALL persons entering will have to pay but I am sure reimbursements will be forthcoming 

to members if they feel the need. 
 

Volunteers are still needed for parking directors/collectors, assistant cooks and food “assemblers” plus 

money takers for the nosh, etc.  

Please give Colin Smith a ring if you can help….9874 3480 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au
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Any questions or queries  
regarding the mowing roster to  

David Weller 
9546 6663 

 

  

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 
 

Training 
Dates  

 

Oct 18 
Nov 8 cancelled  

Nov 22 
 

Training Radio Frequencies 
are:  641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by  
Hyperion Australia  

Mowing Roster 

Bruce Robinson 9887 8996 Oct 17 

Geoff Moore 9802 2044 Oct 24 

Graeme Hollis 9739  4886 Oct 31 

Ross Peasley 9877 2215  

Robert Kassell 0795 1330 Nov 7 

Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921 Nov 14 

Keith Heale 9509 6829 Nov 21 

Mike Richardson 9557 6013 Dec 5 

Malcolm Buckmaster 9763 1632 Oct 10 

Jim Baker 9803 2185 away  

AT THE NAB 
    

Income V's Spending 

Between 1/09/09 and 30/09/09 
  

  
Income Categories   

Raffle $37.00 

    

Member Subs 09/10 $1,006.00 

    

Total Income Catego-

ries 
$1,043.00 

    

Expense Categories   

Administration $206.68 

  Postage     $110.00   

  Photocopies  $49.49   
  Stationery    $47.19   

    

Aspectivity $116.85 
     -  Printing  $94.85   

     - Postage  $22.00   

    

Bank Charges $13.00 

    

Briggs Field $43.43 

    -Mowing   $38.43   

   - Sanitary  $5.00   

    

Charitable Donations $230.00 

    

Insurance $624.00 

   Flying     $624.00   

Raffle Expense $30.00 

    

Rent $45.84 

    HSR  $45.84   

    

Total Expense Catego-

ries 
$1,309.80 
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Hi all,  the RCGA kicked off their season in style on Sunday. Our first comp was called off due to poor 

weather last weekend so we decided to try our luck again. It was a “peach” of day as a certain person 

would say. The weather gods were smiling, sunny periods, cloud patches for model visibility and around 

20°C.  And NO WIND! 

We haven’t seen these conditions for weeks and weeks so we were chomping at the bits to get started. 

This year the RCGA has adopted the 150mtr line winches and new 200mm interval landing tapes for the 

first 2mtrs. Plus in an endeavor to make it easier for the timer the watches are stopped when the model 

first touches the ground as per F3J rules. 

8 pilots enjoyed the conditions with a casual feel comp. 2 groups of 4 pilots meant we were always busy 

and we squeezed out 8 rounds, dropping 1. 

No doubt our launch heights were not great, especially due to the lack of wind, however big thermals 

meant most pilots made their times each flight and the new landing points meant making a perfect flight 

very hard to get. In fact Alan Mayhew was the only pilot to achieve 10.00 and 100 exactly. 

To the winners: 

In third place and well deserved David Pratley (6956) flying his Xplorer 3.8mtr 

In second place, and first time Aussie F3J team representative, Jim Houdalakis (6984) flying a Pike Per-

fect ET. 

AND the winner dropping 4 points, Mr Alan Mayhew. (6996) Flying his Xplorer Std. 

Thank you to all who attended especially Graham for securing the use of the field and a Big thanks to 

Gerry Carter and his “Glider Score” program. 

Our next competition, the Mildura Open (aka the Jimmy H Cup) in a couple weeks should be a caulker. 

Hope to see you there……...Until next time happy dork landings. 

Cheers...Theo A……….RCGA Committee Member. 

 

Oh BTW. The RCGA has a new committee, David Hobby, Brett Anthony and myself. If you have any 

questions or correspondence please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

A BIG thank you goes out to Gerry Carter, Jimmy Houdalakis and Max Kroger for the many years of 

service. You guys have put in an enormous amount of work and we all thank you. 

 

Rank Name Score Pcnt 

Raw 

Score 

Rnd1 

Dur 

Rnd2 

Dur 

Rnd3 

Dur 

Rnd4 

Dur 

Rnd5 

Dur 

Rnd6 

Dur 

Rnd7 

Dur 

Rnd8 

Dur 

Drop1 

Dur 

Penl

ty 

1 

Mayhew, 

Alan 6996 100 7992 1000 1000 1000 1000 996 1000 996 1000 996 0 

2 

Houdalakis, 

Jim 6984 99.83 7977 996 997 997 994 993 1000 1000 1000 993 0 

3 

Pratley, 

David 6956 99.43 7890 986 1000 1000 970 1000 1000 1000 934 934 0 

4 Kroger, Max 6950 99.34 7907 1000 999 986 991 994 957 991 989 957 0 

5 

Carter, 

Gerry 6940 99.2 7808 991 994 868 1000 999 984 994 978 868 0 

6 

Arvanitakis, 

Theo 6906 98.71 7875 977 990 969 977 976 993 994 999 969 0 

7 

Norman, 

Graham 6753 96.53 7470 997 999 781 1000 993 987 996 717 717 0 

8 Sizer, Bernie 5951 85.06 5951 990 999 974 991 1000 0 997 0 0 0 

RCGA Thermal Glider League …….Round 1…...Diggers Rest 



Oct 2009 Aspectivity 15 

 

Those magnificent men and their flying machines….this one falls into the weird and wonderful I think. 

All credit to Martin Simons for finding the information to put in his fabulous books. Somebody in Ire-

land or maybe France , OK so I’m not exactly sure, but its somewhere UP there in the top half of our 

world has made an RC model and it flies. Just how well you can see when Col Collyer presents his 

video of the Retroplane 2009 held in Ireland. Geez, that looks like the place to be if you are into scale 

Sailplanes …...plus they do a good drop of the Guinness…..I‟ll „ave 2 pints please, one for me and one 

for Ron………………....laterRon !. 

Subjects for Scale 

Gary Mac want to get a plug in for the 

Scale Aerotow weekend up at Cobram 

on Cup weekend 31st Oct to 3rd Nov. 

The event is held at  Moira Model Air-

craft Club , Pye Rd , Cobram , Victoria 

Head out the Murray Valley Hwy to-

wards Yarrawonga and Pye Rd runs 

off to the left. There is also a rubbish 

tip & a Motor Bike Track on Pye Rd 

and there is plenty of room for camp-

ing & caravans on the field as well as 

hot shower & toilets 

Library update :-…….See Smithy at the meeting for copies. 

or more pages from Aviation Modeler International 
 

More on joint making (6) 

Ways with wings (5) 

Making foam wings (7) 

Finishing foam wings (4) 

Aileron prep and hinging (4) 
 

All triffic stuff and invaluable to improve your skills. The sheet on 

bending with ammonia has found a use as Geoff Trone will explain 

at the meeting. 
 

Just because something is put into print or drawn on a plan doesn't 

make it right…...ask the question if you have doubts.  
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc. the Editor, or the 
Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

 

VARMS  Web Site :   http:// www.varms.org.au—For up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                      activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    building and flying 
radio controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on 
a fortnightly basis.  Exact dates and times are posted on the field entrance gate.  VARMS Training is kindly spon-

sored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio controlled 
gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the Glen Waverley Pri-
mary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of High Street Road and 
Springvale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively 
discussions on matters of interest to all modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shop-
ping Centre 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the  Federation Aeronautique Internationale  (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

President   Colin Collyer...........................................................9561 9097 
  Secretary   Roger Stevenson....................................................9830 8293 
 Treasurer   Ian Pearson ...........................................................5996 5019 
 Contest Director  Alan Mayhew.............................................9887 7885 
 Editor / Site Manager  Max Haysom...................................9801 3899 
  Ordinary Member Martin Hopper.......................................9873 8256 
 Registrar   Bruce Clapperton...................................................9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep  Steven Malcman………………….……………...9884 0614  
Sport Power Rep  Chris Kurdian..........................................9762 0714 
Webmaster Steve Tester………………………………………………...9724 9728 

If undelivered return to: 
VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096 
KNOX City Centre VIC  3152 
 

    

 
        
 

 


