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Welcome to 2011! 
I am writing this on the Saturday after the downpour, having spent the day mopping up water. This 
afternoon I dropped in at the field, and I reckon it would have been a perfect day for the float 
planes! The road along the south end had water running over it, as did the driveway into the field. 
Interesting to ‘guess’ where the road goes. We were mostly OK with the bottom 1/3rd of the field 
under water and the rest having a good layer of clay over it. Seems even the logs outlining the pits 
have floated off to a new location. Still, we are better off than a lot of other people. 
 

And now for some real waffle - I’m going to waffle on about things that I have observed since the 
last meeting. 
 

Firtly, the last meeting. This is exactly what the club is about; lots of people, a bit of flying, a bit of 
food, a quick meeting where we were handed some money, and we gave away a few kits. The 
money from the Know Council was promised to us at the December 2009 meeting, in the old shed 
and on the old field. It’s been an interesting year, going from a lot of unknowns to what we have 
now. It’s taken a mountain of work, a lot of it ‘flying blind’, so to speak, having never gone down this 
path before, and the outcome is testimony to the people that believed in VARMS and made it 
happen. Also, the planes we gave away were with the help of the “R/C Garage” in Boronia. Nice 
people to deal with and an interesting shop to visit. Again, thanks guys. 
 

Next. I went square dancing before Christmas in 
Euroa in a shearing shed. The shed was up on 
stumps, maybe 5 feet tall, featured tin walls, tin 
roof, slatted floor and was built about 1946. The 
thing about this shed is that it has heaps of 
character, and there was always something for your 
eyes to focus on, something out shed doesn’t have 
yet. The same happened when I went to 
Bordertown with the vintage gliders. Lot’s of eye 
candy in the club house going back many years. 
And I’ve also stayed at Benalla and it has its own 
character as well. It’s not something that will 
happen overnight, but it is something to work on. 
Maybe some plaques on Brian’s world record 28 
hours and 28 seconds, or Ray Coopers world 
altitude story. (double World Champion David 
Hobby? - Ed). I’m sure the information could be 
obtained from magazines, it just needs someone to 
collate and make them presentable. Maybe also a 
display of early radio gear (Max McCullough could 
do this with his current flight box – Ed). Maybe 
some famous models hanging up. It’s all possible. It 
just needs manpower. 
 

OK, another waffle. Power flying on Saturdays…… 
 

The President                                                               Colin Collyer 
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A few weeks ago I was down there on a Saturday for some power flying and I saw plenty that I wish 
I hadn’t seen….. 
Landing in the pits, hand launching from the pits, taking off from any direction including across the 
runway! (maybe all we need is a 20m square mowed….) It continues - landing in any direction, flying 
behind the pit box, not standing in the pilot box.  
 

The question arises.- How do we fix it? A few years ago the Aerotow guys had a similar problem, 
and they addressed it amongst themselves, the big thing being they had a safety officer in place at 
all times. One guy with a flouro jacket in control, and plots are expected to do what he said. More 
importantly, the jacket was handed around every half hour or so – that was to ensure everybody got 
to see what was involved. The bottom line here is – if we have a big incident, the lawyers would tear 
us to shreds with what we have now. I can’t afford the time off work that such a case would involve 
and VARMS would be the big loser. What I’m saying here is, power guys, fix it or we will fix it for 
you. Better that you do it….. 
The same goes to the competition glider folk who think it’s OK to fly over near Eastlink Tollway. It’s 
NOT OK. 
On a similar vein……Incident reports. If you think you need one, do it! 99% of the time it stays with 
us, and it allows the committee to know what’s going on. Especially important for injuries and models 
landing outside our field. Generally no further action is required, although filling in the form highlights 
where things may be improved. 
 
The Future. Our intention is to have the February, March and April meetings at the field and return to 
the school in May (shorter days and colder weather make it seem like a good idea until we get 
heating – a little way off yet). Also – a sausage sizzle at $2 each and a twilight fly (power & aerotow 
for Feb), so come along and join the fun. 
 
See you at the field. 
Col 

 
 

VARMS Trophy 10/11 
 

VARMS trophy is on again for 2010/11 
 

The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, fun competitions for two channel, two meter gliders, or 
entry level electric models. Beginners are more than welcome and will learn a lot about catching 
thermals, model trim, flying a target time, landing on the spot. If the wind is blowing, we may go 
slope soaring instead, so please get your name on my email list of interested people so I can 

contact you the day before. 
 

Dates for 2011 are as follows: 
 

20th February 
6th March 
17th April 
29th May 

 

 
If you are interested, please get in touch with Bruce Clapperton 

bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 
or Mobile 0438 644 867 
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Held at VARMS Field Friday 10 December  2010 Comm.8.05 p.m. 
 

Apologies –  None noted    
Visitors –  David Cooper, Councilor Knox Council 

Pat Meehan, Project manager for Basketball and Soccer field complex project  
Brian Dowie, VMAA Rep. 

 

Field Development Progress Report – from Pat Meehan. 
Description of progress on field development as State basketball Centre for Victoria and 
prospects for further development of entire complex. Further time lines given for provision 
of electricity, gas, water and sewage reticulation for the site. 
 

Knox Councilor David Cooper -  report. 
Explanation of Government Development Overlay on site, preventing sale of land to 
private developer-incl .high degree of protection on land usage-.thus strong security of 
tenure for our Club Flying site, for the future. 
High level of participation rate for basketball as a sport within the bounds of the Knox 
Council and this site to become a great sporting facility for the entire area. 
 

Hand over of Council Cheque. 
Formal handover of Knox Council contribution for $10000,to Colin Collyer, as Club 
President. 
 

Club Meeting formalities 
 
a) Driving on flying Field – reiteration of Committee policy prohibiting any vehicles being 
driven onto flying field ,due to wet & boggy conditions during wet weather. 
 

b) Clubhouse lock up procedure. 
Colin Collyer explained the correct procedure for locking the three roller doors to club 
house and ensuring the Clubhouse rear door and all access gates are locked on 
departure of last member from flying field. 
 

c) Club Working Bee Sat. 11 December,2011 
Garry Macdonald to supervise member volunteers, on walls insulation installation. – 5 
members needed for this work 
 

Special Interest Groups 
 

i) Electric Flight Group. 
Wangaratta meeting over Easter 2011 break 
 

ii)VARMS Field Aerotow – report by Danny Malcman – call for extra tug aircraft and pilot 
to assist with glider launching. 
 

iii)Hand launch Glider group – next meeting coming up soon – see David Pratley for 
details 

General Business 
 
a) VARMS Trophy. 

Meeting Minutes                                                     Roger Stevenson 
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Report by Ian Slack on last event – great day with 16 pilots competing. 
 

b) Aspectivity – articles and photos always welcome. 
 

c)Treasurer Report. 
Club working account now boosted by Knox Council  cheque – previously depleted 
balance due to a number of recent purchases, for Clubhouse establishment. Investment 
Acc. Stand at current balance of $36000 
 

d) Club Member Raffle  &Lucky Door Prize – prizes supplied at discount by RC 
Garage,……………… 
 

Club Member Prize (“Microstik ‘ electric kit) won by Des Bayliss 
Lucky Door Prize – (“Radian Pro” electric glider_ - won by Peter Cossins 
 

.“Show & Tell” segment 
 
i) Alan Mayhew – Vortex lightweight glider project. 
Demonstration of prototype and discussion on “duo Bungee” launch method, for the 
Vortex lightweight. 
 

ii) Polish Flying Wing scale project – demonstrated by Bill Hamilton. 
 
 
Club Meeting concluded 9.05 p.m. 
 
Next Club General Meeting  - Friday  11 February,2011 at VARMS Flying Field. 

 
 

 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

RCGA Thermal League #6 13/2/2011 TBC RCGA 

Ballarat Scale Aerotow 19 & 20/2/2011 Haddon Field BAMC 

VARMS Training 20/12/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

VARMS Trophy (1pm Start) 20/12/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

RCGA F3K #8 (9.30am) 27/2/2011 Diggers Rest RCGA 

RCGA F3B #3 (12.30pm) 27/2/2011 Diggers Rest RCGA 

Scale Aerotow 5/3/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

International Thermal Event 5, 6 & 7/3/2011 Milang, SA SSL 

VARMS Training 06/3/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 
VARMS Trophy (1pm Start) 06/3/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

 

 
 

 
 
Alert to anyone who has a JR 2.4 transmitter model DSX 9. JR have a warning out about internal 
wiring being damaged by stick movement. Sure enough, the insulation was worn off one of my 
wires from the stick potentiometer. The fix is easy, instructions on the JR Website here: 
 

http://www.jrradios.com/Articles/Article.aspx?ArticleID=1822 

Alert                                                                                              Ian Avery 
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Income V's Spending 

Between 1/12/10 and 31/01/11 

Income  

Bank Interest 0.15 

Donation $10,000.00 

Subs 10/11 $308.00 

Total Income $10,308.15 

Expense Categories   

Administration $23.04 

Aspectivity $132.65 

     -  Printing    $84.65   

    -  Postage   $48.00   

Bank Charges $14.00 

Briggs Field $997.13 

      -Club Room  $997.13   

Training $168.00 

    - Equipment $118.00   

    - Repairs   $50.00   

Insurance $386.00 

   - Flying   $386.00   

Raffle Expense $250.00 

Supper/BBQ $134.11 

Total Expense Categories $2,104.93 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Job Vacancy #1 – Warehouse Assistant – Model Engines 
Model Engines currently has a full time position available for a Warehouse Assistant. Hours are 9am-5.30pm Monday 
to Friday with the possibility of an immediate start. Reporting directly to the Warehouse Manager, the ideal person 
must be actively involved in radio controlled hobbies and be able to display basic computer skills. 
The applicant should be well organised and capable of taking direction, yet able to work unsupervised in a busy 
environment. Duties will include, processing goods received, restocking shelves, picking customer orders, inventory 
stock taking and stock relocation. The position requires a fit and healthy person with good stamina, preferably living 
within 40 minutes from the Model Engines’ warehouse in Noble Park, Victoria. 
Previous warehouse experience is desirable but not essential. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Job Vacancy #2 – Sales Assistant-Part Time – Model Engines 
Model Engines currently has a Part Time position available in its Sales Department. Hours are 10am to 3pm Monday 
to Friday. Reporting directly to the Warehouse Manager, the ideal person would have extensive radio controlled 
hobby background, well spoken with a ‘willing to help’ phone manner and computer literate. 
Duties will include, answering phones, entering orders, producing invoices. There is no restriction with regards to age 
so semi retired or retired people who are currently active in Radio Controlled hobbies are encouraged to apply. 
The job is located in the Model Engines’ warehouse in Noble Park, Victoria. 
Previous sales experience is desirable but not essential. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Please send your covering letter and CV to: 
Mike Farnan 
Unit 1/158-168 Browns Road 
Noble Park, VIC, 3174 
You may also email your covering letter and CV to: enquiries@modelengines.com.au. 

Treasurer      Ian Pearson 

Every wanted to work in the industry? 
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Hello all and welcome to another year of Aspectivity. I am typing this the day after my return from 
another epic Camperdown holiday. 11 days of great wine, fine company and tons of flying. All but 
one day of flying was at ‘The Point’, the most convenient location so close to where to majority of 
us stay – the caravan park. The only day not there was at the Diary Farm and the interstate 
visitors were just amazed at the size and flatness of the landing zone. Speaking of interstate 
visitors, we had one gent, Laurie, from northern NSW, very close to the Qld border, two from 
Newcastle, Brownie from the Blue Mountains, two from South Australia, two from Canberra and a 
multitude of Sydney-siders. “Team Bondi” made their usual impact, injecting humour and quite a 
bit of insanity to the event. One turned up to the slope in a pretty pink dress and another turned 
up to a dinner in a 3 piece suit! Crazy boys. There was the usual night flying and Drops for Hops 
events. For a bit of spice a few of us had seaplanes that occupied some light wind mornings. I 
also took along a cheap electric speedboat that provided great entertainment and just a little 
frustration. 
But it is after all a glider based event, and there were plenty of highlights in that regard too. Here 
are a few that really impressed me: 

 
Dean from Canberra finally rebuilt his 
Advanced Scale Models dH-88 Comet. He 
originally flew this at Camperdown around 3-
4 years ago, but left the very draggy 
undercarriage on and the inevitable 
happened. He bought a load of spare parts, 
foam, tape & red paint with him. Over about 
a week he managed to get it flying again. It 
looked great in the air and really ‘grooved’ 
until Dean was caught out in a patch of bad 
air and was forced to make a downwind 
landing. At least the repairs aren’t too 
extensive this time….. 
 
 

 
 
Next up is Max McCullough’s grand 
Spitfire. Made from the Top Flite Gold 
Edition kit, Max kept the power airfoil and 
substituted some steel up from to 
compensate for the lack of the big metal 
prop turning device the kit was intended 
for. Max was very apprehensive when it 
came to flying the beast as he was nervous 
about the all up weight. He needn’t have 
worried, the big Spitfire flew like a dream. 
 
 
 
 

Editor                                                                   Glenn Salisbury 
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Mark Doyle made his slope debut with his magnificent 
LET models Reiher. 5.4m of gracefull gull-winged 
scaleness. Mark has successfully aero-towed this model 
but had always been nervous about landing such a large 
model on the slope.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next is Shane Mostert’s 4m span Fox. Again, this model 
made its maiden flight at Camperdown. A bit a a back-
breaker to launch, and sporting a loading of nearly 40 
ounces per square foot, Shane (just like the others) was 
very hesitant to launch. We had 20 – 25 knots right on the 
point and enough people hassled Shane into flying. As 
with the others, he needn’t have worried, it flew just as he 
hoped it might.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last, but not least, (at least for me), 
is me finally having a successful 
flight of my E-Flite J-3 Cub on 
Floats. There was a less than 
graceful day when I was forced to 
watch her float in after being 
airborne for all of 2 seconds, but 
after a rebuild and a new ESC, she 
flew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 
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Being a member of VARMS has never been dull. There's always something going on. 
Unfortunately getting involved with everything would need about three lifetimes. So you just 
tag along with what interests you most when you are available. 
 
Our new building at the field has bought its own changes. BUNNINGS for one. I found myself 
involved with the display VARMS put on at the Vermont store recently. The display was about 
us scratching their back so they'll scratch ours, if you know what I mean. You may recall 
Geoff Moore saying that they have a lady who they pay to give away money. The least we 
can do is try and get a portion of it! Our display was part of that effort. 
 
The morning was a laid back affair, with some interesting moments. We were tucked away 
though, on the right hand side, about 100m from the front door – in the DIY alcove. I was 
involved with the morning shift. Setting up the display, making a chucky and talking to - other 
VARMS members mostly! We didn't get a lot of passing trade.  
 

 
Four VARMS members versus one passer-by. Good odds. 

 
When I arrived, someone said Col Colyer was browsing the balsawood. Why not? 
BUNNINGS does have balsa, not usually the subject of rave reviews, but balsa none-the-
less. 
 

Big Day Out                                                                                       Tim Morland  
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Tim is at the display, and the set up is complete. We're just waiting for everybody to come 
and have a look. But we're not actually close to the action. So, we're showing some of the old 
VARMS videos to ourselves on the big monitor and keeping an eye on those drifting pass, 
just in case they show a flicker of interest. I seem to recall the U2 tape collected a crowd of 
maybe 3 people. It's a good tape though, with its cast of thousands at Camperdown and 45lb 
of plane that refused to land. Good stuff. 
 
Oh, here's Colin. He's got his balsa, and looks like a happy chappy. Not long after though, he 
has a word with me. Thrusting some balsa in my direction, he doesn't mince his words. “Here, 
make a Schweizer. About this big”.  
 
The idea behind this is to have some sort of chucky contest at the field. Colin's got a few 
ideas, but first he needs the planes. So Tim sets to work. Not a long time after, Tim is down in 
the timber section test flying the new little plane. Seems to go ok, but the breeze is coming in 
the door and it's getting blown about a bit too much. Oh well, I'll have to trim it out properly 
later. 
 
A bit later a lucky VARMS member was conscripted into building a Ridge Rat. Good progress 
was made too, but didn't quite get it finished whilst I was there! 
 
Lunch time comes around and Tim has to gather his things together and get down to the field. 
Aero-towing is on today! Yay! 
 
And  today is a special day. Tim's got a new vario in his plane. It's a “SKYMELODY”, with all 
the bells and whistles. The gadget went all the way to Bendigo and back last weekend. For 
nothing. All that happened at Bendigo was thunder, lightning and floods. A long way to go to 
spend a large proportion of the time converting my sister's LPs to MP3's. Golly it was wet. 
 
Anyway, I'm walking out of the BUNNINGS store with the last little load. All the big stuff is 
already in the car. I'm passing by the cash registers, as you do when taking things out. The 
young man at the door gives me the usual friendly grin and greeting, and eyes off the little 
chucky I've made. We're close buddies by now, the doorman and I! We have a relationship at 
least 3 hours old. As I said, Tim's saying his final goodbyes going past the cash registers and 
the official greeter. Gets outside. Thinks. Wonders. I hope Col paid for the balsa!  
 
Tim rolls up to the field. It's vario time. However, Tim soon realises that, for an aero-tow day, 
it's mighty quiet. They're usually flying going on by now! You guessed it. Tug problems. The 
one damp patch on the runway has been found by a tug wheel during a roll out. So, over she 
went – broken prop. There was also dirt in the carby, but that was only found later when the 
engine wouldn't start. Trials and tribulations. It takes time to clean the carby. 
 
Word of my vario gets around and Geoff asks for a ground-bound demo. Switch the plane on. 
Yep, there's the tone. And then, almost straight away, the woman in the box says - 
“temperature 40 degrees”. Tim thinks: Yeh? So? The vario tone returns, but after no time at 
all the lady interrupts again, “temperature 41 degrees”. So my vario has turned into an 
automated temperature announcement station – not happy Jan! “Quiet!” I want Geoff to hear 
the vario!” She didn't do this to me on the bench at home (!). She keeps on telling me the 
temperature, over and over. 
 
Tim has a bit of a think. Uwe, the guy in Germany who makes the Skymelody said that the 
over-temp alarm (yes it has one) would be set to 60 degrees. I decide to check the 
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programming. Nope, not 60. 40. Ah ha! So I increase the temp alarm to 60 degrees. The lady 
is goes quiet, and a constant tone is coming over the radio as the plane sits on the ground. I 
lift the plane – the radio broadcasts a high pitched stream of beeps. Good. As I put the plane 
back on the ground – the radio growls like an angry dog. Also good. Geoff's impressed with 
the sensitivity. I'm happy the lady has seen some sense and keeps her mouth shut. OK guys, 
ready to fly now! 
 
Fly? Oh yes, I forgot. Last weekend floods. This weekend, tug tribulations. Rats. 
 
So here I am with a new vario. Sitting on the ground, thinking – I must make a tug! I wait 
patiently, as did everyone else. Eventually the engine's up and running and Leon's 1/3 scale 
Duster has first launch. She's painted now, and looks really fine. I didn't have a lot of time to 
watch though, fire up the Vario, the tug's on its way back down. Yay! 
 

 
Vario – next to the right knee. Two boxes. Top vario, bottom 433Mhz transmitter. 

Next to the left knee is a third module “SKYPANEL” - more on that later. 

 
Varios make things a little more complicated, earphones, radio clipped to belt, etc. Remember 
Inspector Gadget? However, on balance – watch out! The little SKYMELODY sang a good 
song and assisted me in getting 4 good flights in various strengths of thermal. The cloudless 
sky was dark blue, so altitudes weren't high – poor “seeing”.  
 
Varios: A bit like tapping your head and rubbing your tummy at the same time. The amount of 
information I was getting was large. I had the averaging on the shortest time, so the tone 
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tended to go up and down really fast. Climb, climb, sink, sink, climb – ah ha! The average is 
up. I suspect  longer averaging will smooth out the oscillations a bit. So I'll try that next time, it 
might make things a bit less frantic. At other times the little device made it pretty clear where 
the lift was, and where it wasn't. Excellent. 
 
The nicest flight was in weak lift at the down-breeze, north-west edge of the field up towards 
High St Road. You can't follow thermals very far in that direction, so Tim is constantly bailing 
out of thermals and flying south. Looking for bits of sky with more high beeps than low growls 
and keeps the plane up for quite a while. Finally, everything has come together. What a lovely 
day. 
 
We only flew for a couple of hours of flying, but it was the best time of the day to do it. Warm, 
gentle breeze, thermals and pleasant company. And the vario works! 
 
Once I've explored all there is to know about the vario, I'll give an update. 
 
A big day, but a good day. 
 

 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:   First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
Glider means gliders and electric assist 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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One of the first regional aerotow that my ¼ scale Schweizer went to was at Bendigo (2007). 
Before I went to the field at Marong, I voted for the federal election. You might think that's 
totally irrelevant. Not so. 

That day John Howard lost his seat – and control 
of the country. It was also the first day that that I 
first used a John Howard bust for a pilot in the 
Schweizer – and he could see over the instrument 
panel. He had a seat (in the cockpit). Photo's of 
Lameroo clearly established that without a seat 
you could only see John's forehead. Despite 
having a good view, over the years poor old John 
has only gone down hill. This year I was noticing 
crazing on his scalp (no sun hat). A bit sad. He 
never was the right size – too big. 

 
Seems happy with the prospect! 

 

A couple of aerotow days ago Tim has borrows a proper ¼ scale pilot and puts “him” in the 
Schweizer. Wow!  My mission is clear. 
 

It was a Denu pilot who had first sit, so Tim tries to get one. Denu comes from Germany. To 
my astonishment I get an email telling me that they don't sell outside the EU. Could have 
fooled me!Thanks a lot. 
 

But then I remember “Premier Pilots”. And I quickly make my choice. (see pic). He looks 
pleased with the plan! He looks better in the cockpit. Definitely “Thunderbirds” material. 
 

Ren (of Premier Pilots) wanted an 
installation picture of “Theo J” in the 
cockpit. That's when Ren and I found that 
we are both Schweizer nuts. You have 
probably seen pictures in magazines of 
Ren's Schweizer doing laps at Torrie Pines 
(San Diego). He lives close by. Lucky man. 
Strangely enough, the real life owner of 
Sn212 (my Schweizer) also lives near 
Torrie Pines. A small world indeed.  
 

Oh yes. That's where my pilot puppet (as 
the German's call them) gets his name. The 
name of owner of the real SN212 is 
“Theodore Johnson”. 

If it wasn’t for the burrows on his brow 
you’d swear he’d overdosed on Botox – 

Ed 
 
 

And on that subject, did you know that 8 out of 10 people are unhappy with the results 
of their cosmetic surgery? But they still look pleasantly surprised……….Ed (sorry)

At last! Tim’s Schweizer gets a pilot                                           Tim Morland  
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When I recently completed a Banana electric hotliner model, curiosity drove me to actually 
measure the static thrust rather than rely on one of the various software predictions. My zero 
cost approach for a tractor, not pusher, propeller set up is as follows: Gripping the fuselage 
behind the wing, point the model straight up, fire up the motor and gently ease the holding 
hand to sense whether the model is trying to climb or settle back to earth. If the model wants to 
climb, as was the case for the Banana, tie a plastic lemonade bottle to the tail-feathers and 
add water until the model just hovers under power. The thrust is then the sum of the model and 
water bottle weights which can be measured on the kitchen scales. For thrust less than the 
model weight, hold the model at lower angles until it just sits on the hand under power with no 
tendency to slide backwards or forwards along the hand. The thrust is then given by the model 
weight multiplied by the Sine of angle to the horizontal. 

 
My gratuitous piece of safety advice when working 
close to a model under power is to keep any parts of 
your anatomy which you are particularly attached too, 
out of the plane of the propeller. Getting in front of the 
model can also have its problems. I once had an 
inadequately tightened collet lead to the propeller, hub 
and spinner taking off like a demented helicopter. 
 
The zero cost approach works, but is a bit 
inconvenient. A more convenient low cost approach is 
to suspend the model nose down under a set of 
luggage or fish scales. Fortunately there are a number 
of suitable, very cheap, Chinese scales on the market. 
These appear to be based on the same basic 
transducer unit since they all have a maximum load of 

40 kg. I spent $18 delivered for a set of Guang Yu brand scales from Dino Direct. Apart from 
the supplied batteries being dead on arrival these scales seem to perform well. I must admit 
that I selected these particular scales for the profound reason that the control buttons were in 
the form of a smiley face (see photo). 
 
My only warning is that with the model hanging nose down under 
full power close to the ground, the last thing you want is the model 
getting away. The model attachment to the scales must be bullet 
proof. For the Banana model I just did not trust the very frail hollow 
moulded tailplane to carry the model weight plus the thrust and 
routed the suspension around the wing root. 
 
At first glance these sorts of thrust measurement might be seen to 
preclude simultaneous motor RPM, voltage and current 
measurement. However this can be overcome with the use of an 
Electronic Speed Controller with data logging capability. My 
favourite ESC of this type is currently the Castle Phoenix Ice 
range. These have great programmability and data display 
software.

Cheap & Easy thrust measurement                                            Neil Pollock  
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are still  

Mowing Roster   
 

     Bruce Robinson        9887 8996          Feb (early) 
        Graeme Hollis 9739 4886           Feb (late) 

          Mal. Buckmaster       9763 1632         Mar (early) 
    Robert Kassell 9795 1330           Mar (late) 
  Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921           Apr (early) 
            Jim Baker 9803 2185 Apr (late) 

 

     Geoff Moore (Heliport)        98022044 
     Max Koludrovic (Runways & Pits)   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Our special thanks to Kelly & Ian Costello from the 
Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre, Glen 

Waverley. 
 

Also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and bringing it all 
to the meetings each month 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
 

Martin Hopper 
 

9873 8256 

Training Dates 
 

20th Feb & 6th Mar 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are: 

641, 643 & 645 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President    Colin Collyer    9561 9097 
VP & Site Liaison   Max Haysom    9801 3899 
Secretary    Roger Stevenson    9830 8293 
Treasurer    Ian Pearson    5996 5019 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew    9887 7885 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury    9404 2157 
Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper    9873 8256 
Registrar    Bruce Clapperton    9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore    9802 2044 
Sports Power Rep   Ray Douma    0409 356515 
Webmaster    Steve Tester    9724 9728 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain 
the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact 
the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying 
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, 
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio 
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.  
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of 
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities are 
usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers by 
Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 
 
 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


