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March.... what happened to "summer"? 
 
Probably not a lot to say this month, so I will just let you know what's going on around the place 
 
First off, let me say that David Pratley was quite right in giving Brian a "serve" about not getting 
the lights up. After all they have been stacked in the corner for over 2 months.... the fact that 
those were the 2 months over Christmas, should not have slowed things down. Now I know he 
has a family to share his Christmas with, and he did spend a lot of time at Camperdown having 
fun flying, I think it's only fair that he should put off some of these activities and put in for the 
Club.   The fact that it's voluntary, and you need a team of helpers, or even the fact that age is 
slowing you down, I think you need to drop everything and get the lights up !!!! 
 
The week after the last meeting we had the council people over for a meeting at the field. The 
concept was for a walk around of the project. We didn't get to see much, but I can tell you that 
the Soccer venue is planned to open maybe (a big maybe) in MAY and that will include 
sewerage and power. What that does for our timeline on power I have no idea. At the end of the 
meeting they complimented us on the work we have done, and said they enjoyed the view and 
the open air. We also arranged to have the drainage and car park to be looked at, with a 
meeting about now. 
 
Tim Morland also alerted us to the "Mens Shed" organization. It would be wise for as many 
members as possible to look at them, and come up with all the good things and bad things it 
might offer us. We need to do a constructive "plusses and minuses" on the issue. 
 
Geoff Moore and a little band of helpers have been going gang busters on our kitchen, to the 
extent it is now workable. A few "House Rules": 
• Members will be expected to keep things tidy as we have no cleaning roster planned 
• Drinks will be available at  $1 each - tea, coffee and soft drinks, operating on an honour 

system. If there is insufficient funds to replenish, the drinks will be withdrawn..... simple. 
  
Events coming up: 
• Club display at the Steam Rally on Ferntree Gully Rd over the long weekend 
• VMAA trophy at the State Field. If you are not flying in an event, maybe come along and 

watch, and cheer VARMS along. Camping at the field (or pull up some floor in their club 
house !) and a great meal at an old pub nearby. 

 
Summer, I’ve been places lately that I’ve never seen so 
green, even in winter. 
 
And how about this eagle photo, thermaling about 20mtrs 
from us.... I hope he stays around.... a good omen I'm sure 
 
See you at the field 
Col 
                  Taken from our clubhouse! 
 

The President                                                               Colin Collyer 
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VARMS February 2011 Club General Meeting 
Held at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall, Friday 11 February, 2011 Comm. 8:20 p.m. 
(held at GWPS Hall due to recent severe flooding of access road to VARMS Clubhouse.) 
 
Apologies  None recorded  
Visitors Nil  
 

President’s Report 
 

a) Field recent flooding – 
- access to Club field prevented due to 
severe flooding arising from down 
pour on Friday evening 4 February. – hopes of meeting council and Basketball complex 
representatives on site soon to demonstrate need for muchly improved drainage to site. 

b) Club House progress report 
-i) Club house “Character” creation – search for various models and other display items, 
(eg. Ray Cooper record height gain model) to be placed in wall niches in interior shelving to be 
constructed by Club Member(s) 
ii) Club Working Bee for extra field drainage works – those available should speak to Martin 
Hopper or Colin Collyer. 
iii) Changed lock on Clubhouse rear door including ”deadlatch” for lock. 
iv) Padbolt system to be installed on all roller doors 
v) Suggestion for verandah over rear door entry, to be considered, for weather protection. 
vi) Martin Hopper – Field  maintenance - water tanks all full and field much too sodden at 
present to consider mowing. 
vi) Club Kitchen installation - modular kitchen kit bought from Bunnings (partly funded from 
$200 donation by them) – bal. Club funds $550. – Kitchen expected to be operational soon. 
(many thanks to Geoff Moore) 
vii) Club Notice Board – has been installed outside Club house, for members’ general 
communication. 

C) Power Flying regulation at Field 
Club “duty of care” to others, in our flight operations. Need for strict code of flight operations 
and close self regulation – follow our rules, as they are there to protect us 
 

Treasurer report 
 

Update financial report in latest Aspectivity. Challenging year due to large payouts for Club 
house construction and furbishing. – Donation of $10k from Knox council came in extremely 
handy. Current account balance $ 6k (approx.) Investment Account still at a balance of $70k. 
 

Aspectivity editor. 
 

Thanks for all the great articles 
and photos of Club activities  
– keep them coming!. 
 
 

Meeting Minutes                                                     Roger Stevenson 
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SPECIAL INTEREST  GROUP REPORTS 
 

i) VMAA Trophy. April 2011 
Call for team members interested – team probably much the same as last year. Team 
manager – Lindsay Henderson appointed with proposed help from 2 other experienced 
members. 
ii) Contest report –Armadale contest event – report by Jim Houdalakis 
iii) Club training & Slope Day – report by Ian Slack. 
iv) Australia day w/e. – report by Glenn Salisbury on Camperdown Long Weekend – 
spectacular models and great flying and very pleasant company. –great low key “fun” event. 
v) La trobe Valley Club visit – May 2011. 
Proposed glider training day with our models at Lake Narracan – see Colin Collyer for details.  
Suggested for one of the May days 
vi) Avalon Airshow 1-2 March 
Opportunity for us to assist in manning the VMAA stand – Exhibitors free entry for those 
displaying own models –see Colin Collyer if able to assist. 
vii) Steam  Rally – Ferntree Gully Rd. Mulgrave – Labour day long weekend. 
Report by James Gleeson –great PR for our club in exhibiting our models. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

a) Jim Robertson winch plans? 
Call by Max Haysom, for club modeler(s) to take on project of co-ordinating basic member 
winch construction. 
b) Show & Tell Segment. 
aa) Ian Slack – Electric power “Yak” 3D profile  stunt model. – EPP foam and terrific 
performance. 
bb)Max McCullough – superb Power Scale Soaring Spitfire – beautiful finish and colour 
scheme – flies like a dream. 
cc) Lindsay Henderson – “ER2” (U2 variant) Power Scale Soarer – built from scratch. Very 
good performance envelope. 
dd) Malcolm Buckmaster – Goldberg Cumulus – electric powered ”vintage” soarer – superb 
construction with single U/C retract. 
ee) David Pratley – Multiplex Kits – both electrics - “Easystar” and ”Easy Glider Pro”, for 
sale. See Dave for details.  
 

Meeting Closed 9:35.P.M. 
Next Club Meeting  Friday 11th March 2011,at the field, twi fly and BBQ. $2 a snag plus drinks 

 

 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

RCGA F3K #9 (9am) 13/2/2011 VARMS Glider Field RCGA 

VMAA Thermal Champ 
RCGA Thermal League #6 19 & 20/2/2011 VIC State field RCGA 

VARMS Training 20/3/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

Scale Aerotow (Geelong) 27/3/2011 Dog Rocks Field GMAA 

Scale Aerotow 2/4/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 

RCGA F3K #10 (9am) 3/4/2011 VARMS Glider Field RCGA 

VARMS Training 3/4/2011 VARMS Glider Field VARMS 
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I’m at the Avalon International Airshow on a sunny 
and warm Saturday morning, when I spot an 
MOBA glider. Next to that is a Fox. I only know one 
bloke who owns those 2 models. Yes, there he is, 
our esteemed leader Colin (and a half dozen 
others) manning the VMAA exhibition. 
 
And a very nice exhibition it was too. Each time I 
walked by there were plenty of people admiring the 
fine variety of models on display. 
 

     
Part of the VMAA display at Avalon 

 

Lots of input again this month. Thanks. So - no more of me, I’ll just let your stories fill the pages. 
 

If you want to view some videos of Camperdown or Avalon please visit my You Tube channel: 
 

http://www.youtube.com/user/ozskunkworx 

 
VARMS Trophy 10/11 

 

VARMS trophy is on again for 2010/11 
The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, fun competitions for two channel, two meter gliders, or 
entry level electric models. Beginners are more than welcome and will learn a lot about catching 
thermals, model trim, flying a target time, landing on the spot. If the wind is blowing, we may go 
slope soaring instead, so please get your name on my email list of interested people so I can 

contact you the day before. 
 

Dates for 2011 are as follows: 
 

17th April 
29th May 

 

If you are interested, please get in touch 
with Bruce Clapperton bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au 

or Mobile 0438 644 867 

Editor                                                                   Glenn Salisbury 
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So you probably know that I have a preference for Schweizers. You may have seen my little 
one? A 1.5m span Schweizer 1-26B, about 1/9 scale. I reduced the outside shape of my ¼ 
scale version and re-jigged the innards. The objective was to make a 1-26B Schweizer with the 
same wing area as my Flinger HLG. Why have a HLG that is not scale? A nice, placid little 
Schweizer for the occasional light duty bungee launch would do nicely. At least, that was the 
plan. She would float about, much like my ¼ scale version and provide hours of thermal 
soaring challenges, whilst doing OK on the slope. 
 
So Tim begins the task of squeezing four mini servos into 
the cockpit. They'll fit nowhere else. Ah: you're thinking, 
“why not put the aileron servos in the wings?” Well, the 
wing is too thin. Eppler 374. A nice section, but only 10% 
thick. The cord is only 145mm at the inboard edge of the 
ailerons. There's little sense in having a nice thin, slippery 
wing, if the wing servos protrude out into the air-stream. 
Even seeing control horns bugs me. 
 

 

The fuselage on its build jig (underside up 
          – similar, but different to my ¼ scale version. 

The wings are foam core, sheeted in 1.5mm balsa. 
As you can see, the fuselage is balsa and ply. Nothing high tech about this model – apart from 
being built in a computer first! The fin and are rudder NACA009 – for a proper aerofoil shape 
as well as plenty of strength. The tailplane was carved from 5mm sheet and incorporates the 
peculiar triangular airfoil found on the full size. 
 

I made a plug for the canopy. It was the first time that I had made a plug from “Jelutong” and 
am pleased I did. It is an amazing timber that carves very quickly, is uniform in hardness and 
only needs a few coats of polyester resin sanded back carefully before it is ready for the 
vacuum forming process. I recall carving the little pattern in about 20 minutes (!).  
 

So the exercise in compression continues. It actually goes pretty smoothly and soon there's a 
diminutive airframe in need of painting and decorating. 
 

I've tried something different with the painting. I used water based household undercoat. Out of 
the can this stuff is really thick, more like putty than paint (Dulux Prepcoat Acrylic 
Primer/Undercoat). So, Tim does some testing. He waters the paint down to a very thin 
consistency and gets out a piece of balsa sheet and over the next few days attacks it with a 
brush and: 3 or 4 coats of undercoat, then tissue (painted on with undercoat!) – and then, yep, 
more undercoat – maybe 3 thin coats (by brush). Just a light sand between each step. The 
next stage was to test an idea I had, that Dulux Supercryl (the automotive paint I use when I'm 
spraying a model) would stick to the undercoat. I'd heard somewhere that acrylic automotive 
paints will go over the top of water based auto paints. Tim gives it a go. What'dya know. Sticks 
like the proverbial. So Tim starts on the airframe and after a while, quite a while actually, is 
finished. My only concern was that the water based paints might warp the wings: true, they 
might have moved a bit when wet, but after drying they always went back to where they 
started. When painting the wings, I always painted both sides at the same time, on the 
assumption that any warping would be minimised if the whole wing was uniformly wet. The thin 

Little Schweizer                                                                 Tim Morland 
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paint avoided lots of sanding to get a smooth surface and, if you've seen the finished article, 
you'll probably agree, it presents pretty well. 
 

Did you know that there is a QANTAS Boeing 
737 that carries my initials as its call sign? This 
fact may improve your understanding of the 
little aeroplane's colour scheme. Yep, QANTAS 
colours. I've even gone to the trouble of making 
water-slide transfers for some of the various 
bits of QANTAS logo. Except they keep falling 
off! Not happy Jan. The strength of the 
adhesive behind the transfers seems to fall 
somewhere between static electricity and 
nothing. Very disappointing. They tell me the 
thing to do is to spray the model with clear after 
the transfers are on. Could be: but I thought the 
clear was to protect the transfers, not help them 
stay attached! Still working on a solution to this one. Maybe I can apply a better glue to the 
back of the transfers – but which one would work? Maybe 3M77 – I'll keep you posted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I'm back and me axsent has bin renewed!!!!!! 
 

The Scoresby Steamfest is on again at the steam museum at 1200 Ferntree Gulley Road 
Scoresby....12-14 March. 

www.melbournesteam.com.au 
 
Pretty good stuff to see, judging by previous years, lots of huffin’ and puffin’ and that not just 
from the old boilers about the place. Live steam rides on the cho-cho train and the best thing is 
that you don’t need to be accompanied by an "ankle-biter" to get a ride. 
A cuppla years ago there was the oldest hoon in Victoria doing donuts and broadies in a 
Sherman tank.....absolutely fantastic! 
Usually there is lots of stuff to see including some vintage cars and motorbikes plus trade stalls 
selling odds and sods, making it a time out. 
 
TTFN.......Colin 
 

 

 
Classifieds: 
 

For sale: Complete bungee launch setup including both "heavy duty" and "extra heavy 
duty" Southern Sailplanes surgical tubing. Free to a good home.  
Neil Pollock 95987154. 
 

Wanted: Simprop Piaggio Avanti model.  
Glenn Salisbury 0433799922 

 

 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 

Huff n Puff                                                                             Colin Smif 
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Both these VARMS trophy dates were blown or rained out but, 
luckily, both days had S-SW winds which meant…….. 
Glenfern Road slope soaring!  
 
Slope soaring without blowing the petrol budget that is.  
 

Geoff Tron’s Lunak 

The 6th was a great day with lots of planes in the air in the afternoon. Ian Slack had decamped 
to the slope in the morning for training and was putting John Wynn-Tweg through his paces.  
 
Steve Tester got out his camera and took a lot of shots of various aircraft flown “skillfully” past 
his nose. This included some great scale model eagles with real feathers and all. I bit of slope 
soarer/eagle combat ensued and at least one plane ended up with a few punctures. 
 

  
Eagle combat – winners (L), and losers (R) 

 
Now lots of pilots seems to have these fast, thin wing section hotliners with V tails on the slope 
these days and I was getting a little jealous. Most of them have fans on the front, but that’s not 
really a disadvantage at Glenfern Rd where the lift is a bit fickle even at the best of times. So I 

did a bit of a search and found there were a few 
“economy/foam” versions of these available namely the 
Multiplex Blizzard, and the ST Models Blaze. (If they had a 
midair it would be interesting to see which would win – the 
fire or the snow?) There are lots of YouTube videos of 
these zipping around and a few reviews. On balance 
people seem to think they are reasonable models, more 
“warmliner” than “hotliner”. The big difference is that the 
Blaze comes with everything fitted – motor, prop, servos, 

speed controller and Li-Po battery (for just $180!). The 
blizzard kit is just the airframe and you have to fit it out 
yourself, so it’s going to cost $300-$400 all up. Anyway, I 
was just passing The Hobbyman in Dandenong and, gee 
whiz, there was a poster of the ST Model range on the 
wall. A phone call and they had a Blaze on order for me. 
I picked it up a few days later - stay tuned for full report 
next month. 

            Bruce Clapperton’s Lunak

Not the VARMS Trophy – 6th and 20th of Feb                Bruce Clapperton 
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The proposal is the build the 1/4 scale Woodstock to 
Col Collyer's plan. 
 
Lazer cut parts kit, foam wings, and canopy can be 
arranged provided we have a min of 10 starters. 
Price per kit will be $55.00 plus P&P. 
 
Interested parties contact Barry De Kuyper on 
baz15@optusnet.com.au. 
 
For more information on the real thing, see: 
 
http://www.silentflight.net/index.php?/content/view/88/57/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I went on a beautiful Monday arvo to test a couple of my gliders. Stubby 2 had some small 
repairs (again) and needed to be checked out. The other one I’ve called ‘Bitsa’ was just that. I 
was given a pair of Stubby like wings (very low aspect ratio) and I matched them up to an old 
fuse I had up in the garage rafters. Just one or two small adjustments. How will it fly?  
 
After a two satisfactory handlaunches I put it on the bungee. Hell! I was lucky to get away with it. 
I shifted the towhook forward, it had been just about under the CG. I needed to adjust the 
elevator movement too. Much too touchy for an old guy. Tools are back in the car so I used my 
VARMS key to open up the quicklink under the tailplane – that should be better. Popped the key 
back in my pocket  
 
A good launch and a reasonable flight, looks like the plane’s OK. A couple more flights and it’s 
time to start packing up. Parachute off the end of the bungee and stuck into my pocket. Wind up 
the bungee and head back to the car. 
 
The gate outside the clubhouse is open – needs to be locked. NO KEY 
I walked the whole strip zigzag pattern from one end to the other. STILL NO KEY! 
I thought, such a beautiful day, bound to be someone along to have a fly after work…not a 
sausage!  
 
 A bit after six I rang Max Haysom told him my sad tale. I asked him who lived close to the field. 
He said he was probably the closest but he was just about to have dinner, but then said he would 
be across in a few minutes. How about that! He left his dinner to get cold! 
 
A silly old bugger says thanks Max. 

Club Build                                                                                      Barry De Kuyper 

A funny thing happened at the field                                Frank O'Neill 
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I'm in trouble. Shortage of articles. I've been slack. 
 

So now, I'm having difficulty deciding what I should write about. There's been two pretty 
satisfying aero-tow weekends of late, Lameroo and Cobram. Late? Lameroo: mid September, 
Cobram: early November. 
 

When I think about it, Lameroo is probably a bit far off in the past to be relevant. However, 
delightful memories of highlights still persist. What comes to mind first is the last couple of 
hours of flying on Sunday evening. Most people had left. We “die-hards” were still at it. John 
Gottschalk was holding court in his folding chair, Anthony and I were flying our Lunak and 
Schweizer respectively and George Buzuleac was flying his big Kookaburra. Toby Gauman, 
who you probably don't know, was our very competent tug pilot. Toby has now been to at least 
at two Lameroos and has a pleasing and technically accurate approach of flying. Toby leaves 
a nice path in the air, if you know what I mean. 

 

Toby's Tug: Turbo Porter, 35cc engine. 
 

What a time we had Sunday evening. Smooth air (like it had been all weekend), immediate 
launches, good steady tows, excellent visibility under 7/8 cloud cover, (and therefore high 
tows!) and the whole green expanse to ourselves.  Toby's tug was an ARF Pilatus Turbo 
Porter, with a small (relatively speaking) 35cc engine. As a tug, it was very good! It might have 
been the three bladed prop that helped. I don't know, but it sure did the business. Even 
Anthony's weighty Lunak followed along behind without a concern. Anthony and I were hoping 
that our 55cc DLE will do the job in the tug we are putting together. Ha! So, for all but the 
biggest models, 35cc looks big enough to me. 
 

Coberoo (tongue firmly in cheek)                                           Tim Morland  
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Ah: but Cobram! Thermals. Nice big fluffy thermals. Big white Cumulus's (Cumuli?) all over the 
place. Almost every flight was an adventure, as the hit rate would have been about 3 out of 5. 
Three flights out of 5 you would find some lift to play with. Trouble was, the breeze. Most days 
you would find yourself a long way downwind coming out of a thermal at a good height, with 
the task ahead clearly to be seen. Get back upwind and find another one! Frequently, the 
Schweizer would practically disappear when aimed back at the field, and I would only get a 
good view if she diverged off course! Trouble is, you would find more lift when only halfway 
back to the field. So most flying, for me at least, was downwind. The little Zlog was busy 
recording altitudes for me too. I kept the clouds behind the Schweizer and visibility was not a 
problem, Col Colyer was having a good flight too and thought he was high, until he saw me! I 
topped out of one thermal at 2935' and then came down like a freight train – not because I 
wanted to, I could not go any further downwind. It was all sink back to the field.  I'd never been 
that high before. A new altitude record and a happy Tim. 
 

Of course at Lameroo it was different. 2 or 3 thermals for the whole weekend. But lots of flights 
and plenty of landing practice. One of the thermals had me downwind over the homestead – 
really high, and a long way away! (800m?) Then a bit later, a better one. A thermal that I would 
be able to follow up higher. But this time, there was an eagle in the vicinity. Luckily for me, 
Paul Clift was with me at the time, watching my progress in the thermal. His commentary went 
something like: “OK Tim! Eagle. He's coming down from 10 o'clock. Fast. Wings back, 
descending quickly, heading straight for you”. It was apparent that Sn212 was under attack, 
and in only the second of two meaningful thermals for the whole weekend. Rats. Tim's got the 
Schweizer nicely set up now, he knows the spin characteristics pretty well. I've taken more 
ballast out of the nose. Come to think of it, there's hardly any left! So, down we come. 3 or 4 
revolutions saw me come down 600'. Didn't see the eagle again – or the thermal. Oh well. I 
figured that if I had the Schweizer spinning, the eagle might at least get confused, or get an 
attack of vertigo, or even get bashed in the head by a passing wing tip. It seemed to work. Oh 
yes, total flight-time for the weekend?  About 5 hours and 40 minutes! (Courtesy Zlog). Not 
long flights though (15 to 20 minutes) but nice smooth air to play in. 
 

Most tugging at Cobram was courtesy of the Henryk & Neil team and was much appreciated. 
Gentle and smooth take-offs were the norm, even with that 110cc twin. Excellent. 
 

Henryk had a very high flight with his 1/3 scale DG300. So, I'm looking at his model which 
looks to be at about 3000 feet, and I make the rash assumption that he's going to log a really 
long flight. I wander off in the direction of the car park. However, my assumption was wrong. 
 

I find out later that he was indeed at about 3000'. In fact, his plane disappeared into a cloud.  
Naturally, Henryk popped the spoilers and came out of the cloud. Shortly after he decided to 
come down. Ever seen Henryk come down? Henryk loves to do beat-ups, so he lined the 
plane up on the field (point and shoot, you might say). 
 

Tim's half way to the car and here's this noise. A weird noise. Tim spins around just in time to 
see the big DG swishing across the field with the airframe oscillating in a most peculiar way. 
3000' AGL  to GL in about 30 seconds. Holy smoke. The wings were flapping up and down 
about a metre. If you can imagine the wing tips and fuselage going in opposite directions at a 
frequency of about half a second you will get the idea. Oh boy. I thought she would 
disassemble herself all over the field. Tim watches intently. I saw maybe three of these 
oscillations, but have no idea how many there were before I spun around. The speed 
dissipated quickly, and things returned to normal. Thank goodness! 
 

I've only seen one other model act in a similar fashion, during a speed contest years ago on 
the slope at Camperdown. I think that was a Multiplex DG600. It also survived. 
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Henryk was calm as a cucumber through the whole thing, and is of the opinion that the 
oscillations resulted from the spoilers being left open. With all the excitement up at cloud-base, 
he'd forgotten to put them away at the beginning of the descent. However, I wonder how 
much faster the DG would have gone if the spoilers had been put away. Go Henryk! Beat-ups 
rule. 
 

Back at Lameroo, Tim is still looking for thermals. Smooth air is lovely to fly in, but smooth air 
and thermals rarely occur at the same place. Bump bump. Ah ha! Tim thinks he might be onto 
something. Over near the water tank in the centre of the field. Gentle circling commences. 
Very low. 50'. Just enough altitude for a landing if the lift doesn't co-operate. Tim stays with it 
and drifts along towards himself in a southerly direction trying to “get away”. That is, go “up” 
and get lots of altitude. 4 or 5 minutes later, Tim's followed the thermal right across the landing 
area and is now about 300m downwind. Now the time has come to break off the encounter and 
head back to the landing area. Tim's not quite sure he'll make it back if he delays departure out 
of the lift any longer – so he strikes out and does another greaser landing with a pretty 
approach coming in low over the half grown crop. My little Zlog tells me later that in that 
intense 5 minute period of concentration – I gained a princely 20' or so. Nope, I didn't “get 
away” as planned. But it was certainly the longest low flight I've ever had! 
 

Lameroo had a cast of maybe 120 people. I didn't do a head count, but it's beginning to remind 
me of the Camperdowns of old. Lots of happy campers and everyone content to pursue their 
preferred aspect of the hobby. Next year, I think I might camp on the field as there is an 
increasing number of people undertaking modelling after the sun goes down. Just like 
Camperdown. I hope Toby brings his tug! 

 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:   First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
Glider means gliders and electric assist 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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A couple of years ago Tim stumbles onto an Internet site that at first glance, I thought might 
have had something that could assist VARMS. It was to do with “Men's Sheds”. A concept 
unique to Australia (as far as I know). 
 

For those who don't know of them and what they do, here is the notion that drives the concept 
of a Men's Shed – off the website: 
 

“The modern Men’s Shed is an updated version of the shed in the backyard that has long 
been a part of Australian culture. Men’s Sheds are springing up all around Australia. If you 
looked inside one you might see a number of men restoring furniture, perhaps restoring 
bicycles for a local school, maybe making Mynah bird traps or fixing lawn mowers or making 
a kids cubby house for Camp Quality to raffle.  You might also see a few young men working 
with the older men learning new skills and maybe also learning something about life from the 
men they work with.  You will see tea-bags, coffee cups and a comfortable area where men 
can sit and talk.” 
 

Sounds familiar?! And there's lots more.  
 

Of course we know what we want to do with our shed, and most of us don't need to learn 
about how to keep active and happy. Men's Sheds were invented to help those who may not 
know what to do in their spare time, or retirement – or whatever. But, of course, being experts 
on how to spend our leisure time constructively, we are certainly well placed to help those 
who are less able to entertain themselves. 
 

I thought I was really onto something when I 
came across the shed concept. There is 
government money available to assist. How 
good is that! However, at the time, there was 
one over-riding impediment to getting 
involved. We didn't have a shed. Yes, first of 
all – you need a shed. Well, as most of you 
would be aware (!) we now have one. Up until 
now I have kept my mouth shut. 
 
 
Sure looks like a Men's Shed to me! 
 
So now, we appear to have the opportunity to join the Men's Shed fraternity – if we want to. 
 

Being a long established club, there are many of the pre-conditions for establishing a shed 
that we already comply with. For instance, we pay dues annually, we have insurance (VMAA), 
we have a shed, we have a constitution, we have a committee. In fact out of the 9 line items 
for establishing a shed, we appear to be have satisfied 8 of them. The only remaining area 
that we are lacking, is expertise with funding (number 8)– how good is that! 
 

The shed of ours would be unique, as our club has already been around for 40+ years. I do 
not envisage us undertaking the manufacture of wooden toys or bicycle maintenance, as 
newly established sheds may. We don't need that. We're flat out building, flying and 
socialising. 
 

Men’s Sheds                                                                                    Tim Morland  
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It appears reasonable to assume that becoming part of the Men's Shed fraternity may result 
in the following: 
 

1. Access to government grants for “improvements” In this regard, access road and 
drainage come to mind immediately. 

2. Gathering of new members will be enhanced – as we will be “listed”. Our footprint will 
widen. 

3. The sign facing the basketball car-park may say “VARMS – Proud to be a Men's Shed”. 
And to people who know of “sheds” it will be somewhere that they will not be backward at 
coming across to say hello, and find out what we are up to. Who knows who they will 
bring with them. 

4. Men's Sheds at other locations will open up to us, adding a new (if small) dimension to 
travelling around the countryside. Maybe we can even infect other sheds with our 
enthusiasm for model aviation. It's so much better that making wooden toys – most of us 
have grown out of them! 

5. Maybe specialised tools and even building materials could be provided by grants? 
6. Perhaps a telephone and/or broadband could be provided and paid for at Government 

cost? 
7. Is it even possible that our dues could be reduced owing to the kind provision of financial 

support from government agencies?! 
 

The downsides of becoming a “Men's Shed” are difficult to anticipate. Let's see, err: More 
members? Introducing more people to model aeroplanes?  Someone being at the field almost 
all the time? Providing an official point of companionship for other blokes who may need it? 
Having more than enough people for working bees? Having members who are more 
interested in the social aspect that flying? Nope. I'm afraid I can't think of any significant 
downsides. 
 

 
My conclusion is that Men's Sheds may offer 
VARMS new opportunities that should not be 
ignored, So, we must decide whether to get 
involved or not. 
 

There's lots of Internet sites to be explored on 
this subject. I suggest you start at 
http://www.mensshed.org/page7859/Home.aspx 
and take it from there. Maybe you can come up 
with a reason not to get involved! 
 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

glenn@aussieland.net 
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are still  

Mowing Roster   
 

      
          Mal. Buckmaster       9763 1632         Mar (early) 

    Robert Kassell 9795 1330           Mar (late) 
  Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921           Apr (early) 
            Jim Baker 9803 2185 Apr (late) 

       Bruce Robinson      9887 8996           May (early) 
     Graeme Hollis 9739 4886           May (late) 

 

     Geoff Moore (Heliport)        98022044 
     Max Koludrovic (Runways & Pits)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Our special thanks to Kelly & Ian Costello from the 
Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre, Glen 

Waverley. 
 

Also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and bringing it all 
to the meetings each month 

 
 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
 

Martin Hopper 
 

9873 8256 

Training Dates 
 

20th Mar & 3rd Apr 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are: 

641, 643 & 645 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President    Colin Collyer    9561 9097 
VP & Site Liaison   Max Haysom    9801 3899 
Secretary    Roger Stevenson    9830 8293 
Treasurer    Ian Pearson    5996 5019 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew    9887 7885 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury    9404 2157 
Ordinary Member   Martin Hopper    9873 8256 
Registrar    Bruce Clapperton    9803 3108 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore    9802 2044 
Sports Power Rep   Ray Douma    0409 356515 
Webmaster    Steve Tester    9724 9728 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain 
the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact 
the Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying 
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna 
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, 
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio 
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.  
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen 
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of 
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities are 
usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers by 
Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 
 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


