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Welcome to the first Prattle of the year 
 

On a sad note, we lost one of our very good friends  in Knox Council.  Cr David 
Cooper had a heart attack on Jan 16th and didn’t survive. David was one of the 
councilors we dealt with early in our negotiations for the basket ball center. He 
quickly  to became a very valuable person in council mattersm He was always 
very polite, and I believe he went out of his way to help us. He last visited us on 
our open day. 
 

Rest in Peace David.. You deserved a longer innings. 
 

We had our first Committee Meeting for the year recently, and covered quite a 
few matters. 
 

1. We had a letter complaining about not being able to assemble models in the shed. Here 
is the outcome.  

 

Models in the Club Room  
After discussion it was agreed the ban on models in the club room remain. The only 
exception is in the event of inclement weather models may be moved into the club room 
for protection. The club room is not to be used for routine assembly of models. Under no 
circumstances are electric models to be armed in the club room. Likewise no fuel for IC 
models are to be taken into the club room.  

 

2. We changed the Total fire danger days to:   No flying on days of total fire ban. 
3. We had a good discussion on smoking around the club house, and decided to leave the 

rule as it stands. Discussion also took place about cigarette butts, all agreeing that there 
are far too many on the ground. Depending on how the situation improves will have a 
bearing on future reviews. 

4. The clubs participation in the Steamfest is not on this year. We have already had 
Sandown, and also have a commitment with the Active April at Knox. 

5. Treasurer Lindsay has informed us that no moneys will be reimbursed without a receipt. 
6. Knox are having a “Active April” and we will be doing both a static display and some 

hands on “try days“. More info to come 
7. VARMS had some t-shirts done for Sandown, and they have proved very popular, so 

much so that we will be taking orders for another batch at the Feb meeting (yep, on 
Friday) The shirts will be $15 and require a $10 deposit on the night . 

8. The big discussion was on the tractor, and the method of getting a decision will be shown 
at the meeting. To do this will require an existing motion to be rescinded.  I hope you 
agree. 

 

By the time you read this, the floor will be all painted, a cleanup made, and the year is on its 
way. 
You will notice a few competitions coming up. All very low key, and a bit of fun, 
The ALES comp is for electric gliders on Feb 28 and it is a climb to a pre-determined height , 
then gliding for a set time. The last event was won by a club Prelude. 
We also have the Old timer Day (22 March) and hopefully we can get all of those vintage gliders 
out that we built last year. All those VARMS members that have wooden sailplanes; Gentle 
Ladies, Albartros, 2x6 or any of the southern sailplanes gliders, bring them along, and we will 
run a woody contest at the same time). 1/2a electric is on in the morning also. 
 

Come along to the meeting on Friday 13th. Foamy comp at 6:30, plus general flying 
 
 

The President                                                      Colin Collyer 
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Meeting commenced 20:00 with approximately 50 members in attendance  
 
Apologies:  Peter Cossins, Rod Savage, Lou Rodman, Ange Favaloro, Andrew Allen  
New Members: Nil  
Visitors:  Brian Dowie  
 
Minutes of November Meeting as printed in Aspectivity, Moved by Robert Kassell, Seconded by 
Bill Coombs, carried.  
 
Presidents Report  

• Call for volunteers to man our stand at Sandown RC display on 11th Jan. Gary McDougal 
is the coordinator.  

• Saturday 20th December a morning whipper snipper session to help tidy our field  
• Wednesday night FFF going well, lots of building, flying, and the feed feature is proving 

to be popular.  
• Colin pleaded that members do not turn off hoses running from our storage tank unless 

instructed to do so.  
• Electrical problems with power supply on the south wall of the kitchen area have been 

fixed. 
• We now have our locks fitted to the South and West gates to give us access to those 

areas. 
• The dusty pad built up to the South East is a carpark for basketball staff, no cause for 

concern.  
 
Treasurers Report  
Finances continue to be in good shape.  
 
General Business  

• Wednesday 17th December Discus launch clinic at the field @6.30 pm.  
• Friday 19th December Turanis 2.4 gHz transmitter programming training in the clubroom 

7.30 pm.  
• Lindsay Henderson raised issue of height limitations over your own property, also noted 

that local councils are becoming very active regarding banning of model flying in local 
parks.  

• SAM 600 Dates to be published in Aspectivity.  
• Garry McDougal to investigate upgrading our BBQ  
• Discussion re tractor repair or replace option, Committee to report.  
• Scale Aerotow Sat. 13th December with special BBQ commencing 11.30.am.  
• Danny Malcman promoted the new Shepparton Aerotow on Saturday & Sunday of the 

Australia Day weekend.  
 
Training  
David Prattley has once again supported our training team by donating a very good Hyperion 
charger. Thanks David  
 

  

December 2014 General Meeting Minutes           Andrew Allen 
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Event Reports  
 
Bruce Clapperton announced the winner of the open and 2M ALEG competition. Both divisions 
won by Phil Eagles (with a name like Eagle the stewards should be investigating)  
 
Raffle  

• Snr. Telemaster donated to the club was auctioned. The happy winner was Lindsay 
Henderson $200.00.  

• The traditional door prize was won by Alan Gay  
 
Thanks to Martin Hopper for standing in as minute secretary.  
 
Meeting closed 20:34 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 
Name Date/s Location Further Info 

General Meeting (8pm) 13/2/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training (10am) 15/2/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Scale Aerotow 22 - 23/2/15 Ballarat VARMS.org.au 

Leura Fun Fly 22/2/15 Camperdown See Ad this issue 

AEFA Show & Tell 26/2/15 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 
ALES (12 – 4pm) 28/2/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Fun Fly 28/2 – 1/3/15 Warrnambool See Ad this issue 

VARMS Training (10am) 1/3/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting (8pm) 13/3/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
 
 

 
FOR SALE 

A limited supply of VARMS STICKERS in various 
sizes 
 
Small:  70mm $1.50 ea. White blue or red 
Medium: 90mm $2.00 ea. White blue or red 
Large:  150mm  $4.00 ea. White only 
  
Be quick as I only have a small supply to sell. 
I will be at the next meeting  
                         
Max McCullough  

  



                 Aspectivity, February 2015 
 

 
  

 
 

Report by G. Salisbury 
Photos from VARMS Facebook page 

 
On January 11th a band of VARMS members headed out to Sandown racecourse to help 
promote the club at the inaugural F1 Air Race. As can be seen by this Aspectivity’s cover photo, 
a good variety of models, both in size and type were put on display. 
 
The day was very well attended by the public. I go to a lot of exhibitions at Sandown (plastic 
models & railways) and while the exhibition hall was nowhere near as crowded on this day, the 
grandstand was packed with onlookers. 
 
Flying conditions were trying for the intrepid band of 
pilots that were putting on displays, the gusty wind 
blowing at an angle to the main straight that doubled 
as their runway on the day. The various fences & 
barriers that are permanent fixtures to support the 
equine and motor racing contributed to turbulent air 
down low. 
 
The event featured in both the channel 7 & 9 news 
services that evening. 
 

 
 

The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS 
Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every month, except December when 
there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
 
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, 
bringing along their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be 
discussion on technical matters related to electric models. There is normally 
a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out 
any problems.  
Max Haysom 9801 3899 
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2.8 Metre electric sailplane. Polyhedral wing with elevator, rudder and flap. 
 
The Finezza is the second in a series of 3 gliders, Prego,Finezza and the Volare. 
 
It is a refinement of the design and construction of the Prego, hence the name. 
 
Objective 
To allow for a simple introduction into thermal duration soaring. The typical 2 metre trainer is a 
good place to start thermal soaring but it has limitations. By increasing the span and using a 
thinner airfoil section the performance envelope of the model increases considerably. 
The polyhedral wing is familiar to the intermediate pilot. The flaps allow safe descent from high 
altitude and slow speed landings. The thinner airfoil section when lightly loaded allows slow 
speed flight and when ballasted, allows for windier conditions and better penetration up wind. 
 
Presentation 
Easy build kit format. Wing construction as with the Prego, is very easy. Laser cut ribs on a 
telescopic carbon boom is suitable for the builder with moderate experience. The fuselage is 
pod and boom construction. Laser cut ply components allow for rapid building and the rudder 
and elevator are simple solid balsa. 
 
Availability 
Flight testing of the prototype shown in the photo, has been completed and I am about to order 
the first batch of production laser cut ribs.  
 
If you are interested in building a Finezza please contact me soon at:    
almayhew@optusnet.com.au 

  

Finezza                                                                                                 Alan Mayhew 

mailto:almayhew@optusnet.com.au
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The Fun Cub Takes a Bath 
20th July 2014… we continue on our caravan trip 
north for the winter.  Whilst parked outside Macca’s 
in Narrabri NSW a couple came over to ask 
questions about our van and they told us of a great 
campground at Yarrie Lake which is situated 25km 
west of Narrabri on the edge of the Pilliga Scrub.  
We were about to head west to the town of Wee 
Waa and Yarrie Lake would be just a slight detour, 
so off we went. On the road to Yarrie Lake we 
discovered the CSIRO Australia Telescope, this telescope complex comprises five huge 
parabolic antennas that can be moved along 3km of rail track. I’d never heard of this place, it 
was a great stop-off and well worth a visit if you are in the area.  
 

We arrived at Yarrie Lake mid-afternoon and as it was the off-season not many other 
campers were there. The lake has a circumference of about 3km, is saucer shaped and was 
thought to have been created by a meteorite. The campground is right on lake’s edge and the 
camping area is comprised of half a dozen powered sites, in addition many unpowered 
campsites are dotted around the edge of the lake, all have reticulated water, some have 
gazebos and fire pits too. After we settled into camp we saw off the sunset with “happy hour” 
by the shore.  
 

Next day saw us with clear blue skies and perfect 
weather having a temperature in the low 20s so I 
decided to fly the Fun Cub. The campground is well 
covered by trees but I knew I could take off from a 
small grassed area near the shore then later safely 
land by water’s edge. My Fun Cub had a Mobius 
video camera attached to the wing, and to capture 
another perspective of my airborne exploits I had 
my willing assistant use my second Mobius camera to video my flight from the ground.  With 
the model assembled and checked out I executed a classic Fun Cub take off in a few short 
metres, I then did a number of circuits around the lake and surrounding area. When it was 
time to land I initiated a procedure turn and with flaps down I flew parallel to the shore to line-
up with my selected landing spot on the narrow sandy beach… when I was about 75 metres 
from touchdown I sensed that my on-shore videographer had wandered off so I turned 
around and shouted for her to quickly come back to the shore to capture my “textbook 
landing”. 
 

Well, that one moment of inattention was enough for me 
to lose concentration regarding the approach and I found 
myself landing in the drink about 2 metres from shore!  
Oh, I should add that my videographer did capture my 
“landing”, I wasn’t sure whether to thank her or spank her!  
 

Fortunately any onlookers previously around had lost 
interest and left before my “landing” so I didn’t have the 
embarrassment of having to face them. Before the Cub 

floated beyond reach I quickly retrieved it with a broom and returned it to a picnic table to 

Grey Nomad Flying pt 2                                                      David Burville 
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inspect for damage. I discovered that the receiver was bone dry as it had remained above the 
waterline, the Mobius camera was inoperable and the Cub’s motor no longer worked.  I 
opened the Mobius camera (voiding any warranty) dried the lens and case then gave the 
circuit board a burst with the hair dryer. A short test proved that the camera was working as it 
should. I dried out the ESC but it was beyond help so I simply replaced it with a spare 
(remember all of those spares I had sensibly planned to bring along). 
 

If you are interested to see a short video of this flying escapade here’s the link:-  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sV2BiOJhT-c  
 
 

Moving Further North 
For this winter’s trip we had decided to 
get off the main highways and visit small 
towns that were new to us, so three days 
after leaving Yarrie Lake we found 
ourselves at Bingara NSW.  Bingara is 
situated about 80km north-east of 
Narrabri, it’s a vibrant little town with a 
number of restored art deco buildings 
and is well worth a visit.  
 

The town encourages campers to stay in 
one of many free camping spots along 
the banks of the Gwydir River, the camping spot we chose was just a ten minute walk from 
town, close enough that we could stroll into town for morning tea or lunch.  To get to our 
camp spot all we had to do was go to the edge of town, cross a cattle grid then head down a 
track for about five hundred metres and there we were camped on the edge of the tree lined 
Gwyder.  
 

There were only three other caravans parked along our section of the river so we had plenty 
of space and privacy, the area immediately behind us looked as if it may have been a 
reclaimed mining pit and there were a few horses wandering around there. 
 

Flying Time 
It was another perfect day and by the time we set up camp it was late afternoon. There was 
no room to fly fixed wing around here but as it was a very picturesque spot I decided to 
launch the drone to do a quick fly around the camp and down the river to capture a video of 
the area. I must admit to being just a little nervous about flying nearly a $1,000 worth of drone 
over and along a river!  
 

After landing the drone one of the other camping couples (Glenn and Lyn) came over to have 
a chat, as it turned out Glenn was a pattern flyer from the PandDARCs Club (it’s a small 
world).  It was getting on in the day so before it was time to head inside for the night we all 
sat down and had a well-deserved “happy hour”.   
 

If you are interested to see a short video of the fly-over the Bingara camping spot here’s the 
link:- 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NidxRSwu44 
 
 

 

Next Instalment – We Cross the Border into Queensland 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sV2BiOJhT-c 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NidxRSwu44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sV2BiOJhT-c%20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NidxRSwu44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NidxRSwu44
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After one of our monthly meetings where at 
one stage the conversation centred on old 
time gliders I just happened to be sorting 
through some old plans and I found one of 
an old Aero-flyte Nimbus model that I had 
originally built in the early 70's for one of my 
boys and thought that could be an 
interesting project 
  

Originally being only 30inch wingspan there 
was a need to get the plan blown up to 
around 100 inch. No problem printers at 
Notting Hill fixed that up at a reasonable fee. 
 

Working away at the building board, 3 weeks 
later a finished project with a few modifications, a little hardwood here a few gussets there all 
as a safeguard for the inevitable heavy landing. 
 

For covering of the fuselage I used some covering that I had bought for a gold coin a roll at a 
Model Engines night. As it turned out not a good idea, the rolls were possibly old stock and 
the glue on the back was not the best, it was hard to get a wrinkle free finish and having gone 
so far it was not worth pulling it all off and using something else. Never mind. 
 

After waiting patiently for a few days for the right wind, off to Glenfern Road for some trial 
flights. Previously I had noted on the plan that the CofG was around 55% well back, so to be 
on the safe side I added weight to get it to around 30%  First flights were ordinary as the 
model was too nose heavy and would not fly level unless plenty of up elevator applied. 
 

After discussions at the club with persons who know more than me about old style gliders 
was that because the tailplane was quite large and of a lifting design that would be the 
reason for the original CofG to be so far back. Out came the nose lead, CofG as per the plan. 
Great! The plane weight now just on 2 kg.  
 

Again back on the hill at Glenfern Road in perfect conditions with WSW breeze coming 
straight up the slope, On launching I found that the CofG problem had been fixed and the 
glider was performing nicely very stable in the conditions and at stages climbing to 
considerable heights also I was able to travel along the valley a fair way and return without a 
problem then landing gracefully after a flight of 55 minutes (I have a witness).  
 

Several visits to Glenfern Road since have proven not quite so productive with varying wind 
directions the best flight I could achieve was a little over half an hour. 
 

Was the Nimbus worth building? I think so, sure it's not for everyone I can hear some say 
"Doesn't look very efficient, will it loop, will it roll and can it do fancy aerobatics?"  
 

Well maybe it can't but then it wasn't originally designed to do that but if you want a model 
plane that is a soda to fly, the big dihedral wing is virtually self levelling plus a slow landing 
speed then maybe you could look at building one of these old timer models. 
 

Oh by the way I would just like to take the opportunity to thank Steve Malcman for the great 
job he did in cutting the lettering for me, in particular the old Aero-flyte trademark, a very 
talented young man. 

Aero-flyte Nimbus                                                          Lew Rodman 
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VARMS Altitude Limited Electric Soaring (ALES) Comp. 

Following the successful ALES event in 2014 the following dates have been booked for 2015: 
 
Saturday 28th of February 
Saturday 28th of March 
Saturday 18th of April 
Time: 12pm to 4pm 
 
As we saw on the day, you don’t need an expensive model to be competitive. So get those planes all 
tuned up and get in lots of practice! I have some iCAM height limiters for sale if you need one on the 
day of the competition. Or, you can get one from David Pratley at Hyperion Australia. 

 For any questions contact Bruce Clapperton 0438 644 867 or bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com or 
speak to Alan Mayhew. 

  

mailto:bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com
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The sailplane 
The L-13 Blaník is a two seat training glider that 
was designed around 1956, and is the most 
numerous and widely used glider in the world, 
with more than 3000 examples produced 
(including all variants). The L-13 was developed 
as a practical glider suitable for basic as well as 
aerobatic instruction and cross-country training. 
This design concept used all metal construction, 
NACA laminar profiles and many standard-issue 
components from the aerospace industry of the 
time. 
 

A Blaník was involved in a fatal accident in Austria on 12 June 2010 when a wing spar failed 
at height, leading to separation of the wing and loss of control of the aircraft. The cause of 
the failure was attributed to fatigue. As a result the type remains grounded by the EASA and 
the FAA. There is an approved repair procedure for the type, but the cost is around 
$20,000AUD. For an airframe worth around $7000. I have been informed that this is actually 
good value as a modified airframe is good for around 10,000hrs flying. 
 

Those in the know realise that I have a soft-spot for the old Blanik. It’s the only full-sized 
sailplane I’ve ever been in – many years and a whole lot of kilo’s ago……I acquired a plan 
for a 3 metre span from Steve Lunn about 5 years ago and then purchased the laser cut 
parts. Telling my mate Shane from OZSkunkworx about it, he confessed a liking for the L-13 
and began the development of his 3.5m span all-moulded version. The build of mine having 
graced the pages of this very publication many times over the years. Then those lovely 
people at E-Flite put a 4.2m span ARF version on the market and I had to have it too; only 
700mm bigger in span, but this model was a whole lot bigger in volume. Enough Blaniks one 
may think? Then one who does not understand the word obsession. 
 

Somehow, in a short period the Blanik has gone from being almost totally ignored by the 
R/C community to being one of the most numerous types being released. Available models 
to my knowledge are: 
 

Manfred Schadl 6m  HB-Modellbau 5.75m  E-Flite  4.2m 
Blackhorse  4.2m   OZSkunkworx 3.5m  Airworld 3.3m  
Sebart  3.3m  Blackhorse  2.7m  HobbyKing 2.3m 
Hacker  2m 
 
I first caught sight of the HobbyKing model a couple of months ago in one of HobbyKing’s 
YouTube weekly reviews. It was just sitting against a wall in the background, the distinctive 
forward swept wing immediately identifying the model as a Blanik. I waited patiently for the 
model to appear on the new products page, and when it eventually did, my old mate PayPal 
ensured that one was on its way to South Morang post haste. 
 

About the HobbyKing version  
The airframe of the Blanik is all molded EPO construction. The EPO quality is not up to the 
standards of FMS/MPX etc. The foam seems to be of a lower density with a fair amount of 
air between the cells making for a comparatively rough surface. It is easily damaged from 
hangar rash. 

HobbyKing Blanik L-13                                             Glenn Salisbury 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Aviation_Safety_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Aviation_Administration
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For ease of manufacture and control attachments (I assume) the manufacturer has elected 
not to include the dihedral on the tailplanes, allowing a solid joint between elevator halves. 
It features an all bolt together construction except for the wing tips that are glued in place. 2 
screws are used to secure the tail surfaces to the rear fuselage and a rather fiddly 8 screws 
and 2 joining plates for the wing attachment. Even though the joint plates are rectangular, 
they can only fit one way due to the differing boss depths moulded in. To avoid confusion 
and incorrect fitting, I identified the forward end of each plate on the underside. The joiner 
bar is rather rugged looking laminate of plywood. It looks and feels rather rough but is a nice 
snug fit in the moulded holes in the wings – there is no play between the foam and joiner. 
 

As you have come to expect with ARF foamies, the servos are all pre-fitted and simply 
require horns to be fitted to the control surfaces and pushrods attached to join them. The 
model comes with six 9g servos; the elevator is driven by a single servo fitted to the rear 
fuselage and accessed via a magnetically secured foam hatch under the fuse, just forward 
of the tailplane. The rudder servo is fitted in the base of the fin and the flap and aileron 
servos are conventionally mounted in the lower surface of the wing. All control rods are quite 
short preventing flex. The elevator has the longest run but is well supported. 
 

As mentioned, this model has flaps fitted; they are not to scale, being well shorter in chord 
than the real thing, but are still quite effective. The ailerons are scale i.e. generous in 
proportion and contribute positively to the aerobatic ability of the model. Rudder and 
elevator areas are scale too, with the rudder being extremely powerful. 
 

The canopy features a pair of foam ‘hooks’ at the rear and a fairly strong magnet to keep the 
front in place during flight. Once removed the equipment area is exposed. Attached to the 
wall is the 40A ESC. Unfortunately, the manual does not include instructions on how to 
customise the ESC (brake, timing, soft-start etc). The stock setting has no brake applied so 
when you shut off the motor the huge drag-inducing prop continuously spins reducing its 
soaring efficiency. If you go to HobbyKing, into the Speed Controller > 20 to 39 Amp page, 
select the Mystery 30A unit and download the instructions, they have the same functionality 
even though the capacity is different.  
 

I mounted my Orange rx using Velcro on the opposite wall. On the floor is a ply plate 
complete with Lipo strap. There is tons of room to allow you to fit almost any pack you like. I 
initially used a 4S 14.8V 2600~3300mAh LiPoly Battery as recommended. The pack was 
fitted to ensure the recommended CofG. There was no shortage of power using the 
recommended setup - the climb was vertical! On fully charged 4 cells it pulled 60+ amps. 
Remember I said the ESC was 40A? No wonder the battery was pretty warm after the 
flight…..That and the fact that there is absolutely NO cooling provided to the motor or 
equipment bay. Following the maiden I fitted a number of cooling scoops made from cut 
down plastic spoons and scooping out the foam from underneath. A pair of these feed air to 
the motor and can flow through to the equipment bay via a pair of existing holes in the 
firewall. Another scoop feeds air directly into the equipment bay. Of course if you feed all 
this air in, you have to give it an exit path or you will get no air flow. This was achieved by 
drilling an angled 15mm hole in the bottom of the fuselage under the wings. 
 

The model comes with a 34mm 800KV 
brushless outrunner electric motor and folding 
propeller pre-installed, however it also includes a 
molded foam nose piece for those wanting to fly 
it as a pure glider. I have tried to remove the 
propeller hub to fly the model as pure glider, but 
as yet have been unable to make it budge. 
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I flew the model again in 3S guise at Camperdown and it performed admirably. Climb rate 
was reduced but still able to sustain around a 45 degree climb. She flies ‘hands-off’ for 
sustained periods demonstrating great stability, but can still be thrown around and perform 
any aerobatic manoeuvre. 
 
The use of 3S in lieu of 4S plus the cooling modifications worked well. All equipment was 
only warm to the touch after the flight. 
 

     
Photos taken during a long fly from ‘The Doc’s’ at Camperdown 

 
Specs: Wingspan: 2300mm, Length: 1210mm, Weight: 1270g 
 
For just over $200 I reckon this model is a beauty. 
 
Now I’ve just seen an advertisement for an FMS 1.5m span L-13. Where’s that credit card? 
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Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Alan Gray                    Feb (early) 
                             Graeme Hollis            Feb (late) 

     Martin Hopper          Mar (early) 
                             Robert Kassell            Mar (late) 

     Tim Stewart                Apr (early) 
                             Geoff Moore              Apr (late) 
 
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 
                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 
                             Paul Van Tongeren     3rd week 
                             Alan Taylor                   4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 
*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

15th Feb & 1st Mar 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are now 

on 2.4 GHz 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 
Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@VARMS.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  9404 2157 editor@VARMS.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 
Membership Secretary  Tim Morland  97032696  membership@VARMS.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@VARMS.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@VARMS.org.au 
Webmaster   Steve Tester  9724 9728  steve@VARMS.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park 
(South Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, 
where Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for 
training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed 
before Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

http://www.varms.org.au/

