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The President

Colin Collyer

Welcome to spring. The main part of the field has dried out well, the road in is dry and has had
some gravel put down, so you can go home with a clean car and shoes (as long as you stay
away from the southern end). Last Sunday morning it looked a picture, with training in full
swing, and the Woodstock build going on in the shed. Some are being built in the shed, so
please be careful, and don’t touch anything.. We have 7 being built at VARMS, one in Geelong
and 5 in Queensland. Not sure there are enough scale colour schemes to go around.
Also, don’t forget the facilities are for all club members, the field, the shed, the cooking gear,
and the drinks. The drinks need paying for, and your mess needs cleaning up afterwards, the
BBQ, cups, etc. We are all the clean up ladies!
We have had a visit on several occasions of a paraglider, flying close to
people and property, and, well it would be hooning if it was a car. I would
have thought these guys would have had safety rules, as we do, and I’m
sure he was breaking quite a few. (Apparently he made a pass on the camera
side of the windsock!!! Ed) Just keep your eyes open wide if you see them
about, there will be no winners if a model was to bring one down.
For years I have been asking for a “Glenfern Rd Report”, and last month
we got one ! What a ripper, thanks Ian, please do some more. Those that
don’t know Glenfern Rd, it’s a slope site in Ferntree Gully, best in SW
winds, and often has a good turnup, with an assortment of models.
With permission, Gary Mac is organizing an informal aerotow in between
our normal aerotow days (I suppose that would be the 3rd Sat each month). It is hoped this will
not interfere with normal gliding taking place, but may require a bit of negotiation to make it
work. I guess if people want it to work, then it will. He and Danny are also doing a “Aerotow
Seminar” in October, another big day to look forward to.
And finally, The Super Scale day on November the 5th. Hopefully, this will draw members and
wives or girlfriends, and be a great social night. The food will be semi catered; the cost will be
$10 a head, so VARMS will be subsidising. We will be looking for pre booking to get an idea of
numbers.
The September meeting has 2
speakers, Hugh on the recent
world champs for r/c chuckies,
and a fellow to talk on the
restoration of a WW2 bomber in
Melbourne.
See you there
Col

B-24 Liberator at Werribee. Photo from http://www.b24australia.com/

Aspectivity, September 2011

2

Behind the Scene...including VARMS Committee stuff
First this month we had a meeting with the Council. They are still having problems with wet
weather, which in turn puts our driveway and power further away, now looking like early next
year. After the formal meeting we had a good discussion on the condition of the road in, and
the ongoing drainage issues. Although a little defensive, they did listen, and we already have
some improvements to the road in. I have given them what I consider a solution, not unlike the
drains we did on the south end, but requiring heavy equipment. They are looking into it, so it
may well get fixed soon.
At the committee meeting we discussed a few things, mainly the “Super Scale Saturday”
coming up on November 5th. The format will be normal power flying Saturday morning,
Aerotow in the afternoon, joined by power scale after about 4:30, then the Static Scale Comp,
4 classes, and the Scalie of the Year award. Then a sit down meal, catered, so we will need to
know numbers. Then maybe some night flying to finish off.
We discussed the fees some clubs charge for events, and whether VARMS is willing to “float”
the cost. Some years we will come out in front, other years we may loose a bit. Time will tell.
All agreed
Gate locked at Kilcunda; we will have someone talk to the farmer and see if we can fix things
The Electric Flight Association contest calender has “Electric Aerobatics” on at Ballarat, and
VARMS as the organizer. Not so, there will be NO electric aerobatics on that weekend. (Max
is looking into things).

Important Notice
Pat Meehan
Project Manager - ERP

The construction works for the Eastern Recreation Precinct Project are at an advanced stage with
completion expected in early 2012.
The site is entering a phase where, under the OH&S requirements, restricted access needs to be
enforced over the total site from the entry gate on George Street and not confined to just the contractors’
temporary fenced areas. This will be the case for the next 2-3 months where multiple contractors and
bodies will be on the total site for the provision of all utility services to both the soccer and basketball
facilities. Over this period there will be only limited access to the site; however, if people deem it
necessary to visit the site, contact must be made with the Project Manager – ERP, Pat Meehan, on
extension 234 for both registration and induction under OH&S. For any request to visit at least 3 clear
working days advanced notice must be provided, and dependent upon the work commitments on site, the
request may not necessarily be approved. Where approval is given standard safety equipment, such as
safety vest and footwear, must be worn. All persons must be accompanied by the Project Manager –
ERP, or nominated Council site personnel.
Knox City C

As you can gather, it is important that we don't breech this restricted access. For us it means not using
the George St Access at any time, and also collecting any wayward models from East of our grass patch.
If you have a wayward incident, go around (yes, out our regular gate and in through the George St
entrance) to the site office and have it sorted for you, I'm sure you will get a good result if you follow
protocol.
It would not do our case any good at all if the union blew the whistle as a result of us breaking protocol.
Thanks
Col Collyer
Aspectivity, September 2011

3

Meeting Minutes

Roger Stevenson

VARMS Club General Meeting held Friday, 12 August, 2011 - at GWPS Hall, High Street
Rd. Glen Waverley.
Meeting Comm
Apologies
New Members:
Welcome all!

8.20 pm
Colin Smith
Richard Birmingham, Frank Neilson, Phillip Eagles & John Rogers –

President Topics
A) Donations to Club – Malcolm Buckmaster – bookshelf of extensive number of catalogued
modelling magazines. Thanks Malcolm!
B)” Meet & Greet” Segment.
Harold Elliott (sadly, recently passed away). Colin Collyer related a number of personal
reminiscences of Harold –“A Real character”.
C) Treasurer – Ian Pearson. Financial report of Club recent funding position
D) September Club Meeting – Roger Stevenson - report on talk to be given by Tony Muller –
on” Liberator Bomber” Restoration Project.
E) Club Flying Calendar events – Bruce Clapperton.
i) Club Slope Soaring date in a fortnight-lead up to State Slope aerobatics Champs due
in late October
ii) Electric “foamie” model fun contest day, for October –prize – your name on esky
with donated contents.
See Bruce for details on any of these events.
F) Scale Group Report – Danny Malcman
i) October Aerotow day–“Come & try clinic”, with full instruction available for beginners
ii) November Aerotow Invitee day – BBQ after flying finishes – to be combined with ”
Stand Off Scale” event at field .
G) ”Model Engines” visit – Wednesday, October 24th – numbers limited – first 40 there, will
secure a place.
H) VARMS –“Wings Qualification” statistics – Colin advised that 181 VARMS Members
attained Bronze Wings glider proficiency over the past 12 months, many more than all other
clubs combined!
I) Alan Mayhew – VMAA Glider Rep. Report on proposed changes to State Slope Champs
Rules changes – put forward by Ian Cole.
Show of hand by members present indicated clearly that VARMS Members DO NOT WANT
any current rules changed, nor do they want an electric launch option included in the current
rules. Alan will report to VMAA on these outcomes.
J) Stan Mason Award – Plaque presented to Geoff Trone for 2011/12 – Congratulations
Geoff!
“Show & Tell” Segment.
a) Malcolm Buckmaster – display of selection of his models he is donating to the Club, as
part of his recent shift to a smaller family unit. – Many thanks Malcolm for your generosity.
b) Bill Hamilton – demonstration of 1.9 meter span composite construction electric “Hotliner”
- beautifully moulded but not cheap!
Aspectivity, September 2011
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c) Ian Slack – superbly finished “ASK” scale glider – made from UK ”Flair” kit over 4
years.
d) Tim Morland – demonstration of SZT “Pirat” 3 metre span scale glider – nearly all
fiberglass construction. Good looker!
e) Geoff Hearn – Scale SZD Pirat – similar model to that by Tim, but with scale wing section
– not flown for several years, but previously flown at both Camperdown and Keilor Downs.
f) Colin Collyer – lightweight ”Foamie” electric pusher delta – “Northstar”- most unusual
planform.
g) Colin Collyer – advice on available plans and laser cut formers for new Club
“Woodstock” Scale Glider project.
h) Flight Simulator Demonstration – attempted launch of “Aerofly professional De Luxe”
simulator programme, with projector supplied by Ian Pearson – unfortunately the system
refused to work on equipment available and members were denied the chance of hand on
experience!
Meeting Ended 9.15 p.m.
Next General Club Meeting Friday 9 Sept 2011 at GWPS Hall. Comm. approx 8.00.P.M.

September Club Meeting talk – Liberator Bomber Restoration Project
Presenter Tony Muller
Tony is the Publicity officer of the Liberator Restoration Project, a dedicated band of
passionate volunteers ,engaged in restoration of the last example of the consolidated B24
“Liberator” heavy WW2 bomber in Australia. The aircraft is housed in an historic hangar
near Weribbee City and the project has been running since 1988.
The Liberator was the most produced Allied heavy bomber in history, with a total of over
184000, rolling off various production lines in the USA; thanks to Henry Ford’s harnessing
the power of production line manufacturing in US industry.
The aircraft, in its final guise, was remarkable in its performance parameters; carrying a
large payload (lifting almost double its empty weight) and an operational range of over
2000 km. The plane was used in a wide range of combat roles and has been widely
credited in being a vital factor in the defeat of Japanese forces in the Pacific. The aircraft
was a more modern design than the B 24 bombe; had a greater range ,higher top speed,
heavier bomb load capacity and was more heavily armed than the B24. These
performance parameters, were largely due to the Liberator’s remarkably efficient, longspan design wing, revolutionary in its time.
The restoration project is a fascinating tale of the trials and tribulations of fund raising&
sourcing aircraft parts from a wide variety of sources .The sheer dedication and
enthusiasm of a committed band of volunteers,( some of whom have come from the
RAAF, seeing active service in Liberators over WW2), has been the driving force behind
the project ,and has sustained the restoration vision over ,now more than 20 years.
Tony is a very knowledgeable, entertaining and enthusiastic speaker and his talk will be
one not to be missed.
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Editor

Glenn Salisbury

Welcome to the September Aspectivity. Another bumper issue. Thanks guys!
I’m really looking forward to the Liberator talk at the club meeting. I’ve been to Werribee to
view the progress of this project and taken heaps of photos for a future PSS version. My
grandfather was an armourer of RAAF B-24’S AT Darwin during WWII so I really want to honor
him by having a flying model of one.
If you want to view some videos model & full-size aircraft, please visit my You Tube channel:
http://www.youtube.com/user/ozskunkworx

COBRAM SCALE AREO-TOW
MELB CUP WEEKEND
The Moyria Model Aircraft Club at Cobram has again extended an invitation to all VARMS
members to attend the Scale Aero Tow at their field over the Melbourne Cup Weekend
Dates
Saturday 29th October to Tuesday 1st November
Club Field
Corner of Pye Rd & Murray Valley Highway, 6kms from Cobram towards Yarrawonga. Look for
the sign on the left-hand side of the road
Entry Fee
$30.00 for the 4 days or $15.00 a day for Sat & Sun
Camping Fees
$15.00 for the 4 days
There are toilets & a shower on site plus the use of their BBQ to cook on.
I will be collecting the fees on their behalf
BBQ Lunches
The Club will put on a BBQ lunch on Sat & Sun, sausages & hamburgers will be for sale plus
cold drinks
Can you please advise Gary Mac if you will be going & require lunches so I may pass onto the
club for catering requirements
garymac@aanet.com.au
I will be the VARMS contact for this event
Mobile 0407965606
At this stage there looks to be approx 5-6 tugs going
Hope to see many members there
Gary Mac
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B-24 Liberator

Alex Evans

It all started around September of 2009 when I got thinking about what my next project be… I
was near the completion of my Hawkeye E-2C, and I felt it was time for me to plan ahead,
that’s how I am.
Why a B-24? For several reasons; the first being – I wanted to have a WWII model. Then – I
know I don’t like tail draggers, then I knew I wanted to tackle a new challenge and have a 4
motors model – I did enough twin motors and I needed a new challenge.
When you put all those considerations together – there aren’t too many options, so the
decision was kind of made for me. I know that Ron constructed one many years back – his
however had only 2 engines, the other two were for the show only. Either way, I can’t claim
being the first in our club building one of them.
For those of you who have no idea, how a
B-24 may look, here is a sneak preview
OK, I also know I like Laser cut parts, but I
will need to have AutoCAD plans for this.
So, some Internet research led me to
Arizona Models – yes, they are in Arizona
USA. These guys maintain and repair the
REAL thing for aviation enthusiasts – and
they also cut scale models. Exchanging
email messages with the guy – when I said
80” wingspan, he said – this is not any
scale, so how about 1/16th scale – this will be just about 83”, I said – go for it.
I placed my order in October, the short kit arrived finally in December of 2009, sitting in my
garage in the box, and now almost a year later at the time of writing, I thought I had enough
break – it is time to open the box and start the long process of head scratching…
The B-24 Liberator was built in greater quantities than any other U.S. bomber of World War 2.
The prototype model was produced by the Consolidated Aircraft Corp. with the first XB-24
taking to the air on Dec. 29, 1939. It featured the revolutionary Davis wing design that enabled
the B-24 to carry the same payload as its rival the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress but at a much
greater speed and range. Over 18,000 Liberators were built during the war. Of all the
European operations in which B-24s were involved, the initial raid was the Ploesti oil refinery in
southern Rumania. And this is not far from where I was born – about 9 months later. This is
kind of another “Excuse” as to why I picked this one…
Ok, the head scratching starts here. I have already 4 Outrunner electric motors, two from
another project (E-2C original motors) and 2 stronger that I purchased more recently. If you
look at them, you can’t tell. I decided that the 2 stronger pair – will go in the position closer to
the fuselage – so that if one fails in flight – it has less effect of the remaining one trying to yaw
the model to the opposite direction.
I also decided on the wiring setup – the 2 inner motors will be on a ‘Y’ cable driven from the
Throttle channel – as ‘Master’, the other 2 outer motors will be again on a ‘Y’ cable, driven from
the AUX2 channel – as ‘Slave’. The LiPo packs will be located in the fuselage and long power
lines will go to each of the 4 motors. This will require the addition of some big capacitors on
each of the motors – to avoid spikes.
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To ease the transportation process – I intend “cutting” each outer part wing outside of the outer
motors. So, the wing’s middle section will have all the 4 motors installed – the outer parts of
each wing will only have the ailerons.
To try and keep the model’s weight down – I intend of setting up fixed undercarriage, no
retracts.
I opened the box to start working on the 23rd of November 2010. Firstly – I decided to take all
the content and weigh it – it comes to 1.7 Kg – which is now my starting point. But, consider it
the gross weight – it is all the laser cut parts – within all the wood around it – which is of course
NOT part of the final construction, so I will make a guess and say – 1Kg as my starting point.
Here is how some of it looks:
To say I am disappointed, will be an
understatement. Upon pulling the various parts out
of the ply sheets, I started placing each bit onto the
respective spot in the plans to find out the following
faults:
1) The parts are not 100% matching
2) I have in several cases too many duplicates
3) In some other cases, I am missing some parts. For example – there are two long bits of ply
that are intended to form to top and underbelly “spine” (or crutch) of the structure. The
thickness of those parts is made out of 3mm ply – but I need 2 of each and the kit only
contains one of each.
4) When measuring the gap in each rib set for those crutches – it is too narrow to fit two of
them, and since one is missing – I will have to go and try to find 5mm wood to cut new spines.
5) Obviously – to save on material, the guy cut each of the 27 fuselage ribs in half. This means
– to form the actual rib – I need to glue 54 halves to form the shapes needed.
6) Not only I need to glue them, but I actually need to file each end to enlarge the slots for the
top and bottom crutches.
So much for a laser cut kit for which I paid US$450 including plans and shipping costs. So, if
you consider one day ordering from this guy – think again and make all the right requests
before handing in the cash.
One other consideration – the plans are all in imperial measurements, as are the cuts. The
longerons for the fuselage are supposed to be 5mm – but they are slightly under, and I will
have to file each of the grooves in each former to make the 5mm balsa sticks fit.
OK, here is how the fuselage looks:

I will no doubt bump into all sorts of challenges
on this journey… But that’s the fun in scratch
building.
Fly safe

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

glenn@aussieland.net
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Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:

Mon
8am-Noon (power)
Dawn-Noon (glider)

Power Glider

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)
Noon-Dusk (glider)

*Aerotow:

Tue

Glider

Wed

Thur

Power Glider

Power Glider

Fri

Sat

Sun

Power Power Glider

Power Glider

Glider

Glider

First Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm
Glider means gliders and electric assist
All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm

Clubrooms:

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer.

The Keyboard
Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard.

Flying Event Calendar
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

VARMS Training
Slope Fun Day
RCGA F3B League #1
VARMS Training
RCGA Thermal League #1
Aerotow Clinic
VARMS Training
RCGA F3K League #2

11/9/2011
18/9/2011
18/9/2011
25/9/2011
25/9/2011
1/10/2011
9/10/2011
9/10/2011

VARMS Glider Field
TBA
Diggers Rest
VARMS Glider Field
Diggers Rest
VARMS Glider Field
VARMS Glider Field
Diggers Rest

VARMS
Bruce Clapperton
RCGA
VARMS
RCGA
VARMS
VARMS
RCGA

Another useful R/C link

Colin Smith

I was sent this link by my SA mate that is full of useful stuff, especially for newcomers.
http://airfieldmodels.com/index.html
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MID MONTHLY AERO-TOW
Anyone interested in having an aero-tow day on the 3rd Saturday of the month? If so,
please contact Gary Mac at
garymac@aanet.com.au

or mobile 0407965606

I intend setting up a email list to let members know on the Friday night if the weather
conditions are going to be OK for the Saturday to aero-tow.
Tony Grieger has offered to tow us up & hopefully Steve Malcman may be available as
well.
Let me know if you want to be on the email list
Gary McDougall

AEROTOW CLINIC
VARMS will be holding an Aerotow clinic for the first time on Saturday, October 1st 2011.
Here is your opportunity to learn the secrets of aerotowing and join the dedicated group of
modelers participating in this contagiously addictive activity.
As stated in the last ASPECTIVITY, the clinic will start at 10:00 am sharp, in our new club
house with several people explaining and demonstrating the fine art of what makes
aerotowing the safest and most fun method of launching scale gliders.
Barbeque will be served at 12:00 noon, cost will be by voluntary gold coin donation to the
club.
Pilots briefing at 12:30 before aerotowing begins, where those new to aerotowing will be
paired up with an experienced mentor pilot.
Participation in this clinic is not exclusive to VARMS members, so if you know of anyone
from other clubs who may be interested in any way, then please extend this invitation to
them on behalf of VARMS.
At the gate, we will using the combination lock and a mobile phone number as per training
days, or have someone manning the gate from 09:45 to10:45 & again from 11:45 to 12:00
to assist visitors.
If you can help in any way then please contact Danny Malcman 0410 517 840 (9884 0614)
or Gary McDougall at the next club meeting.
At the September meeting, Gary McDougall will be canvasing for volunteers to;
.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Assist with the training session, (9 topics)
Fire up the Barbeque
Mentoring role
Manning the gate for brief periods

See you there
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Slope Fun Days

Bruce Clapperton

Weekend slope soaring is on again this winter from July to October. These events are for anyone
who likes to chuck a model off a mountain but can’t go during the week.
Never tried slope soaring before? This is your chance to come along on a weekend and have a
go. We have a club plane set up with Buddy Box for beginners.
Bring plenty of warm clothes all the models in your hangar - thermal, foam, electric, whatever - as
you never know what the weather conditions may turn out to be like. If you are keen to buy
something then good beginner slope models are basically anything made of EPP foam. Club
member Colin Smith has supplied the club slope trainer and can sell you a kit. Other options are
the models from Canterbury Sailplanes like the Eraser (Aileron, elevator) or Eaglet (rudder,
elevator). Even so, your average sport electric model with Ailerons will do quite well on the slope,
and you can fly all day without having to charge the batteries!
For those of us who can at least do a roll and a loop, these low key fun days are a chance to
build up you skills so that you can enter the “VMAA Victorian State Slope Championships” in
October. Now that might sound like a big scary competition, but mostly it’s just the regular bunch
of keen VARMS slope soarers having an enjoyable day out (ie. Not doing the gardening back
home). If you come to a few Sunday Slope days we can train you up to do two loops, a roll, fly
upside down for 5 seconds, two stall turns, a spin, and some optional manoeuvres.
On the day, you need to call my mobile phone after 7.30am to find out where (of even if) we are
going. The number is 0438 644 867. As a general rule N-NW and S winds mean Kilcunda. S-SW
mean Glenfern Rd, SE mean Tucks Road Flinders. Mount Hollowback is the best site, but it is a
long way to go, so I’ve only scheduled one fun day there.
Now that you are all enthusiastic you can let me know you are interested by sending an email to
bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com, or catching up at a Friday night meeting. I will send out a
reminder for each event a week before to everyone on my regular VARMS trophy list, plus any
extra people who get in touch.
Dates are as follows:
Sunday September 18th (Mt Hollowback)
Sunday October 16rd (VMAA slope champs) Mt Hollowback
Sunday October 30th (VMAA slope champs backup date if required) Mt Hollowback.
See you on the Mountain and at the Field, Bruce

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

glenn@aussieland.net
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Risk Management

Ian Pullar
Reprint from Aspectivity, December 2005

There are three risks in flying model aircraft:
1 - Damage to plane and property; 2 - Bodily Injury; and 3 - Loss of use of the field.
I work in the insurance industry with a team of people who handle claims where something
has gone wrong. There are thousands of claims and the range of causes is mind boggling.
There are common themes:
(a) action not taken to minimise a known or foreseeable risk; and/or
(b) the alignment of events and factors causing or contributing to the severity of the incident.
What’s a foreseeable risk? It’s regarded by the law as what the “reasonable person” could
foresee. Now though “reasonable people” have differing opinions and are constantly arguing,
most events that occur have also occurred in the past – and are thus foreseeable. We need
to think ahead to minimise risk.
Examples of what may occur singly or in alignment and cause a serious incident:
My radio / brain / thumbs glitched. My servo jammed. Control horn came off. Up was down.
Left was right. The wind caught it. But the range check was okay last month. I was close to the
pits. Wrong model on radio. I / He was doing the wrong thing. I / He forgot to put a frequency
key in the board. I wasn’t over the field when it happened. She came out of the bushes with
her dog and walked right into the path of my plane. He didn’t call “on the field”. That child
should not have been there.
We could lose our field. Our view of the importance of our hobby may not always be shared
by others. It is important that we do not upset those who decide if we can keep the field. They
will make their decision based on whether they perceive us to be “good tenants”, or not. We
will be perceived as poor – or high risk tenants – if they receive reports of: noisy aircraft;
dangerous flying; flouting the rules; rudeness; a perception of us having a disregard for public
safety; accidents / incidents; and risk of involvement in litigation.
But what if no-one is around? You can never assume that “no-one is around”. On the roads,
it is totally unacceptable to; drive over .05; go the wrong way round the roundabout, or the
wrong way on the freeway on/off ramp - just because “no-one is around”. Same with flying.
Too risky. Your actions may coincidently align with another event, such as equipment or
operator failure, or someone arriving unexpectedly.
The same rules are to apply to everyone. Unfortunately it is only practicable to determine
one standard set of rules to cover all ranges of flier - from the novice to the experienced. This
is similar to when we drive along the road, we are all subject to the same speed limits and road
rules, despite the differences in our vehicles and driving skills. And, we cannot afford to set a
bad example that less experienced fliers may follow.
But we still want our club to be friendly – so be mature and friendly in the way you
approach anyone flying dangerously. We all “glitch” occasionally or may not have recognised
the danger. If you see others stray from safe flying practices, that does not reduce the
obligations upon you to comply. The obligations upon you remain. It’s like saying “But officer, I
saw two people speeding so it must be okay for me to drink-drive.” If you have continuing
concerns or queries about flying practices, see a committee member.
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Safe flying – different planes have different flying characteristics – and must be flown
accordingly. A light aircraft will be more easily blown downwind than an aircraft with greater
penetration. SOLUTION; - if field layout allows it, keep light aircraft upwind unless in the
landing phase. A heavier aircraft will have more penetration but will require a longer landing
approach and will land at a faster speed. They are different, but the requirement – to fly both
safely – remains. Flying “crash-proof” planes only means the model itself may not be
damaged. All other risks remain the same, so these planes, and also 3D models, must still be
flown in control and safely. We were recently asked what our passion was. I said that I was
anxious about losing the field – and passionate about retaining it. I ask you to share my
passion – and make sure that we retain our field so that we can continue to fly – and fly safely.
To minimise the risk;
“Expect the unexpected – then work like crazy to make sure it doesn’t happen.”

Super Scale Saturday!
November Saturday Aerotow has been Super Sized to include some Scale Power Flying, BBQ
and Static Scale Competition. Come and enjoy Daylight savings down at the club with friends
and family. Bring all you scale models to fly or just to exhibit. You might even win the
Prestigious Scalie of the Year!
When: Saturday November 5th
What: Normal Saturday Aerotow
around midday, followed by some
power scale flying after 4.30pm
followed by BBQ and Static Scale
competition 6.00pm. Or just keep
flying until the light fades. Or bring
your night flying models etc. etc.
Who: Everyone and anyone.
Scale Competition Categories: Best
Overall, Scale Glider, Scale Power
Model, PSS and People’s choice.
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Mens tools explained

Glenn Salisbury

DRILL PRESS:
A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching parts out of your hands so that it smacks you in the
chest and flings your beer across the room.
SAW:
A cutting tool used to make pieces too short.
PLIERS:
Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.
BELT SANDER:
An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major refinishing jobs.
VISE-GRIPS:
Used to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.
OXYACETYLENE TORCH:
Used almost entirely for lighting various flammable objects in your shop on fire. Also handy for igniting
the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race...
TABLE SAW:
A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall integrity.
BAND SAW:
A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut good aluminum sheet into smaller
pieces that more easily fit into the trash can after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside
edge.
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER:
A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted screws into non-removable
screws and butchering your palms.
HOSE CUTTER:
A tool used to make hoses too short.
HAMMER:
Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to
locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to hit.
UTILITY KNIFE:
Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front door; works
particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines,
refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in
use.
SON OF A BITCH TOOL:
Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling 'Son of a bitch' at the top of
your lungs. Used in conjunction with any of the other tools and processes above. It is also, most often,
the next tool that you will need right afterwards.
Of course none of these descriptions apply to me personally; you'll need to exercise caution!
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are still

Training Dates
11th & 25th Sept, 9th Oct
Training radio
Frequencies are:
641, 643 & 645
VARMS Training is
kindly sponsored by:
Hyperion Australia

Mowing Roster
Martin Hopper
Robert Kassell
Henri Wohlmuth
Jim Baker
Bruce Robinson
Graeme Hollis

9873 8256
9795 1330
9764 1921
9803 2185
9887 8996
9739 4886

Sep (early)
Sep (late)
Oct (early)
Oct (late)
Nov (early)
Nov (late)

Geoff Moore (Heliport)
98022044
Max Koludrovic (Runways & Pits)

Any Problems with the field, ring

Martin Hopper
9873 8256

Our special thanks to Kelly & Ian Costello from the
Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre, Glen
Waverley.
Also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and bringing it all
to the meetings each month

Aspectivity, September 2011

15

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer.
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
VP & Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Registrar
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Webmaster

Colin Collyer
Max Haysom
Roger Stevenson
Ian Pearson
Alan Mayhew
Glenn Salisbury
Martin Hopper
Bruce Clapperton
Geoff Moore
Ray Douma
Steve Tester

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

9561 9097
9801 3899
9830 8293
5996 5019
9887 7885
9404 2157
9873 8256
9803 3108
9802 2044
0409 356515
9724 9728

president@VARMS.org.au
vp@VARMS.org.au
secretary@VARMS.org.au
treasurer@VARMS.org.au
cd@VARMS.org.au
editor@VARMS.org.au
registrar@VARMS.org.au
heli@VARMS.org.au
power@VARMS.org.au
steve@VARMS.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain
the correct addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact
the Secretary, or other Committee member.

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying
radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna
South (Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings,
generally on a fortnightly basis. Exact dates and times are posted on the filed entrance gate.
VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australian.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio
controlled gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the Glen
Waverley Primary School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of
High Street Road and Springvale Road) Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome. Formalities are
usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modelers and a light supper, suppliers by
Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre.
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