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A justifiably proud Craig Brister with his ¼ scale Libelle model after its maiden flight. 
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Unfortunately Colin is having internet trouble (old age trouble I reckon – Ed) so 
there is no President’s report this issue. 
 
Or maybe he’s busy still trying to blow out all the candles on 
his birthday cake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
G’day all and welcome to Spring!  
 

Weather conditions are on the improve, daylight savings kicks in early next month (all those 
fading curtains in Qld due to the extra hour of sunlight……..) will hopefully provide much more 
opportunity to get in some flying. And hopefully some stories to fill these pages! 
 

If it wasn’t for the committee’s request to publish the club rules, there would have been quite a 
few blank pages found within. 
 

I have one article for insertion, but considering it was the next instalment to a story already in 
this issue, it seemed inappropriate to include it. There are 12 pages that need filling each month 
and trust me, you don’t want me to start having to write all the articles….. 
 

What can you write about? 
 

 How-To’s 

 Hints and Tips 

 Build logs 

 Event reports (even if you are just flying at the field or local slope) 
 

Most people own a mobile phone these days and most phones have a camera. If you see 
something interesting, grab a snap and sent it to me. 
 

 
 

 
The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 
4th Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is 
around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 
to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along 
their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters 
related to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it 
is a good time to sort out any problems.  
Max Haysom 9801 3899 
 
 

The President                                                      Colin Collyer 

Editor                                                                 Glenn Salisbury 
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Meeting commenced 20:00 with approximately 50 members in attendance  
 

Apologies:  Brian Spencer, John Gottschalk  
New Members: Russell Pearce  
Visitors:  Norm Hearn  
 

Minutes of July Meeting as printed in Aspectivity be accepted.  
Moved Robert Kassel, Seconded Dave Pratley  
 

Presidents Report  

 Colin reported on discussion at recent committee meeting. We have looked at levelling the 
undulations in the field beyond the runway but at a cost of $16k this will have to wait.  

 The non-return of VARMS key by members not renewing is an ongoing issue. After 
discussion the following motion was moved from the floor.  

 “An additional one off $50 key deposit be applied to all members with the 2016/17 fees” 
Moved by Anthony Peate, seconded Colin Collyer, passed unanimously.  

 A review of budget and expenses has bought to our attention the printing and postage costs 
for those who receive a printed Aspectivity are significant. Much discussion and comment 
from the floor on this topic. Some felt it appropriate to levy an additional fee for those wanting 
a printed copy, while others expressed that club fees already covered this. There will be no 
change to current arrangements. The committee will consider the matter again in 2016.  

 The camera monitoring system is working with the intention to add a camera viewing the 
field in the future.  

 Colin reminded us all the club is a voluntary organisation and its success is dependent on 
everyone contributing. This includes looking after the club rooms, cleaning, stocking drink 
fridge etc.  

 The VMAA committee will continue to hold their monthly meeting at VARMS and will pay an 
annual fee for use of our facilities.  

 

Secretary  

 Correspondence from VMAA advising of F1D, F4C, F4H & F5B World Championship 
selection trials to be held over the coming months.  

 Correspondence from MAAA advertising a model flying day event to support the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service to be held on 24th & 25th October. More details at September general 
meeting  

 

Competition Report 

 Bruce Clapperton advised the ALES competition resumes on 26th September @12:30pm 
for 1:00pm first round start.  

 State Slope Championship will be held at Mt Hollowback in October.  
 

Training  
Gary McDougall reported training continues to be well supported with 2 bronze wings achieved in 
the last month.  
 

Show & Tell  
Dave Pratley gave us a very informative and practical talk on charging and care of Lipo batteries.  
 

August 2015 General Meeting Minutes                  Andrew Allen 
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Raffle  
Turnigy MG Servos won by Andrew Allen. Filter coffee machine won by Ian Spink  
 

Meeting closed 21:30  
 

 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

General Meeting (8pm) 11/9/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Mammoth Scale 11 – 13/9/15 Shepparton http://www.valleyradioflyers.com.au/ 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 12/9/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 
(10am) 

13/9/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Open Thermal #1 13/9/15 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 

Open Winch Day 20/9/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3K (Hand Launch) #2 20/9/15 Darraweit Gium rcga.org.au 

F5J & ALES 20/9/15 Darraweit Gium rcga.org.au 

AEFA Show & Tell 24/9/15 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 

ALES 26/9/15 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 

VARMS Training 
(10am) 

27/9/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

AFL Grand Final 2/10/15 MCG  

Daylight Savings 4/10/15 Clocks FORWARD one hour at 2am 

Open Winch Day 4/10/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3B (Multi-Task) #1 4/10/15 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 

GMAA Aerotow 4/10/15 Dog Rocks (Geelong) rcga.org.au 

General Meeting (8pm) 9/10/15 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

 
 
 
 
Limited run of Libelle Short kits (as seen on the cover) 
 

Craig Brister a fellow modeler from the Keilor club is making 
a small quantity of short form kits of the Libelle sail plane in 
¼ scale, (3.75 meter wingspan) 
Craig is offering the short form kit to our members, the final 

cost is not determined yet, but is expected to be in the vicinity of $AU500.00. 
Short kit contents include epoxy glass fuselage, foam cores for wing and tail 
surfaces, canopy, wing spar spruce & build instructions. 
Craig would like to know promptly if anyone would be interested. 
 

Please contact Craig directly on 0452 612642 or email bristercraig@hotmail.com 

Classifieds 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
http://www.rcga.org.au/
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
http://www.rcga.org.au/
http://www.rcga.org.au/
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
http://www.rcga.org.au/
http://www.rcga.org.au/
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
mailto:bristercraig@hotmail.com
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Prepare the components. 
 
Add the final side to the tail mount, then 

sand its base to fit the tube. Open the 

exit holes for the push rod in the tail 

boom. Roughen the red tube then glue in 

place. Black epoxy works well. Now 

roughen the surface and glue the tail 

mount to the tube, over the elevator exit 

tube. 

 

 

 

Next add the elevator and insert the tail boom into the pod and 

jig the elevator to be in line with the wing seat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building the Finezza fuselage (cont)                               Alan Mayhew 
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Now the boom can be glued in place to 

formers F3 and F4. Use thin c/a followed by a 

fillet of thick c/a.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The covering ply and balsa are now  added.  

 

 

 

 

Open the hole in the rear of the tail 

mount at this stage. The pushrod 

must be free to move. 

 

 

 

 

The fin can be prepared,  
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Then aligned and glued. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to the front of the fuselage 

and mark and cut the rear of the 

hatch.  

 

 

 

 

Smooth the cut 

faces then face 

with scrap ply. 

The rear balsa 

can also be 

shaped.  

 

 

To be continued………… 
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Next chapter – 16th August   
 

Well it started off as a good day for flying and was. I’d had a few flights, nothing out of the ordinary. 
I’d just come down and changed the flight battery. 
 
I’d recently got two grunty batteries, which are 1400Mah, 40/80c. They make a big difference from 
the usual 40/50c units that l’d been using.  
 
I know that my mentor takes extreme pleasure in seeing what he can do with ‘THE RADIAN’. This 
time l heard him come up behind me asking “How you going?” l said ok and passed him the 
controls which he took with some reluctance; it could be something to do with a recent flight where 
he managed to land it with the motor and housing hanging down in front of the plane after the 
standard Radian prop disintegrated, which caused a lot of cheering, clapping and laughter.  
 
It was repaired and fitted with a Graupner prop. If you compare the standard Radian prop to a 
better quality brand you’ll see that the Radian prop is at 90 degrees rather than about 30 degrees 
like a Graupner. He had a flight of about 2 or 3 minutes and then passed the transmitter back to 
me. l continued my flight with it but after about 5 minutes the plane went off air with no control at 
all after l throttled up to get a bit more height. At this point l just thought sh1t!, not again, l’ve got 
a new battery in it,  
 
Rob came in and tried to help but to no avail. A gathering of a very informed group of older pilots 
formed who had loads of advice. Anyway, it started to head for the South at a vast rate of knots, 
still on full throttle, the bloody thing started to show off and was doing loops and other weird things 
all on its own as Rob still hadn’t been able to rebind. At this staged moustachioed big bird was 
heard to say ‘ if it was my Radian the bloody wings would have fallen off by now, then the ‘masked 
one‘ suggested that Rob should lift up the transmitter and come out from behind the pilots box as 
it has wire in the frame work which might be affecting the signal. Rob was very colourful about 
this advice, at this stage a pair of binoculars appeared bringing along ‘EL PRESIDANTE’ who 
gave a running commentary for those, including me, who had lost sight of the soddin’ plane. 
 
At one stage all were informed that it was heading back, but no, it was showing off again and did 
another loop. When it finally decided to stop playing silly buggers after a final loop, it went down 
behind a pylon and again my thoughts were that l had got along walk and of the new battery. 
During all the excitement l had this stupid grin on my face, as it was like a Laurel and Hardy 
sketch. At this point the binoculars informed us that it had gone down near the 5th pylon. Collin 
gave me instructions as to how to get to the plane, and l thought , you’ll be lucky son, never getting 
that back, like the one that went down North-West of the flying field. l followed the instructions  
and ended up against an electric fence that was the border of Chesterfield Animal Farm. A woman 
was there feeding her horses, l asked if she had seen a plane flying over. She hadn’t but asked 
me how I’d got in as the gate was locked. l replied “l’ve only got a small arse - l just sqeezed 
through”. l wasn’t being rude just stating the obvious, then l realised that she was rather large in 
that department; put me foot in my mouth again. At this point the mobile rang - l didn’t recognise 
the number, but was informed that a plane with my name had landed at Chesterfield Farm. When 
l got there the guy was more than slightly pissed off, saying it could have killed a visitor, l 
apologised and said that the plane had lost signal and took off on its own. He wasn’t a happy 

A Trip to Chesterfield Animal Farm                                Mark Irwing 
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chappie. When l checked the Melway, it’s about 6½ k away with the loops and stunts it pulled that 
was around 7km away. I finally got it back in the air yesterday after 2 weeks of repairs. I had to 
make a horizontal tailplane from 3mm balsa, removed the original broken fiberglass fuselage 
stiffener and replaced it with 10mm by 0.5 mm carbon and refibre glassed the bent section. l had 
to adjust the tailplane angle as the bend in the fuse was so bad and l couldn’t completely 
straighten it. l’d always had to fly with some down elevator anyway, so l took out an extra mm and 
that has now fixed the problem.  
 
And yes it still flies just as good; got two really good thermals yesterday, one in the morning with 
Neil Osborne who followed me up with his Radian and one in the afternoon with Tom Tan and 
another Radian flyer, sorry, l know your face but I’m bad with names. He said it’s the most relaxing 
plane to fly. A friend said yesterday that it must be a Buddhist plane as its had so many 
reincarnations.  
 
And l do it because l can and it’s a way of learning. 

 

 

VMAA TROPHY 
 

The VMAA trophy was originally scheduled for April but there was conflict with the 
Australian Nationals and Anzac day. 

 
It will now be held on 10 – 11th October 2015. 

 
I am now looking to put a team of competent flyers together. We are an incredibly 

multi-skilled association of radio modelers and I believe that with the right combination 
we can win this event (VARMS has done it before). 

 
Some members have already nominated themselves for certain events, but these are 

still to be confirmed. 
 

Details of events are available on the VMAA website. Please refer VMAA trophy 2015. 
 

There will be a list of events posted on the whiteboard inside the clubhouse. Feel free 
to nominate yourself for up to 2 events (first in best dressed). Hard copies detailing 

exact tasks for individual events will be placed on the table beneath. 
 

Experience the fun of competing and meeting flyers from other clubs. If you are not 
competing come along and support our club.  We will need you to give a big cheer 

when VARMS takes the Trophy! 
 

For more information contact power@varms.org.au or 0417 566 728. 
Graham Sullivan 

 

 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
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It is with glee that I keep hearing reports from home about Melbourne’s most horrific winter, for Faye and 
I are hiding out (as we do each winter) at the Cotton Tree 
Holiday Park at Maroochydore Queensland.  Just a little up the 
road from us are fellow VARMS member Paul Van Tongeren 
and his wife Tania, who are spending their warm and sunny 
winter “glamping” in a luxury apartment right on the Noosa 
River, at Noosa.  
Now it just so happens that within a fifteen-minute drive of 
both of us is the Suncoast Model Flyers Club, which is located 
west of Coolum at the far corner of a rapidly developing 
industrial estate.  
Suncoast Flyers’ are friendly and welcoming aeromodelers who host a number of major events through 
the year; Jets Over Coolum being one. I particularly like their Warbirds weekend, which is held in July.  The 
field has good facilities offering a huge covered pits area with some twenty set-up tables and a charging 
station, couple this with great toilet and shower facilities then the only other thing you need is flying space 
which the club has in spades.  
 

Suncoast members are well-served by wide, grassed NS and EW runways, which are quite smooth and are 
suitable for all aircraft. Although flying turbine jets at Suncoast does require a modicum of additional skill 
and precision as although the runways are quite long they don’t offer the exceptionally longer length that 
jet flyers often seek to allow for a misjudged landing. 

A Winter (Aeronautical) Escape                                   David Burville 
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Being somewhat close to the Maroochydore airport the field has a ceiling of 400 feet so it is not ideal for 
gliders although sometimes the balmy conditions found here can offer glider flyers a lot of fun anyway. 
Weekends see many large models flown by exceptional pilots with a mix of I.C. and electric models being 
the norm, plus its great to see a good number of kids flying too.  
 

On week days its mainly the retired who fly, many of them new to the hobby are flying under the guiding 
and patient wing of Ted Bullock, who is a retired Qantas Captain (amongst other notable things). 
On my travels north I take a Fun Cub, a Solius and a Hexacopter (used for photography in the outback), 
Paul takes his Obelix, his Extra 260 and his “high octane” Bixler (that has scared the daylights out of all 
the old guys at Suncoast).  
 

Well, just the thought of Paul’s 500 plus flight Extra brings me to recall a highlight from a week ago… Paul 
was flying his Extra with just one other model in the air, it being a large Pilatus Porter, when the pilot of 
the Porter suddenly made an unplanned turn the Porter’s large propeller promptly “shredded” Paul’s 
Extra into many hundreds of tiny pieces of foam that were seen to be falling like confetti (RIP one Extra). 
I’m told it was a site to behold and enjoyed by many. Unfortunately I missed it as I wasn’t there on the 
day. 
 

Till next time. 
 
 
 

 

 
I have come into this sport later in life and as I have said many times, a lot of the knowledge is “secret 
men’s business”. Because it’s in my nature, a lot of what I am told I will go off by myself to test and verify. 
This is what I set out to do after Dave’s recent talk on LiPo’s. 
 

My test bed was a Multiplex Solius. I had a “yellow” brand 3S 2150Ma battery that I had flown with before 
and to test the theory, I bought an Airstrike 3S 2200Ma 35C unit. Both batteries were fully charged and 
measured .002 Volts cell-to-cell, so very balanced. 
 

Flying with the “yellow” battery, the plane climbed and flew as usual, a steady 30 degree climb. 
After a few climbs, I landed and changed to the Airstrike. Powering up it felt stronger but flew out at the 
usual 30 degrees. That was until I pulled a little elevator. Suddenly it was climbing at 60 Degrees! 
I tried 3 more launches with the same result. I didn’t want to run the batteries down so after 3 climbs I 
headed home to my shed with my Emeter to get some quantitative measurements. 
 

The “yellow” battery measured 11.84V at rest, delivered 21Amps under load, but the voltage dropped to 
9.63V. under load. This means it delivered 202Watts under flying conditions. 
 

The Airstrike gave figures that verified the perception of extra power. The rest voltage was 11.86V 
delivered 24 Amps under flying conditions but the voltage held up at 10.87V. This gave me 261Watts, a 
30 percent increase in power and because of the higher voltage, a faster spinning propeller. No wonder 
the thing climbs so much better. 
 

I will definitely be adding some more Airstrikes to my battery box (to replace my Red Devils  ) 
 

A follow up on Dave’s talk                                     Bruce Perry 
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The committee would like to advise the members of VARMS to refer to a new rule; Rule No.7. It is 
a new rule detailing how to fly higher than 400' AGL.  
 

It is also recommended that members download and read CASA101-3(0) July 2002 off the internet 
and read it - as that is the document that VARMS uses to regulate how our models are to be flown 
within our club.
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Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Alan Gray                     
                             Graeme Hollis             

     Martin Hopper           
                             Robert Kassell             

     Tim Stewart                 
                             Geoff Moore               
 

 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 

                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren     3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                   4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

13th & 27th Sept 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are now 

on 2.4 GHz 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@varms.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Andrew Allen  97238303 secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   Lindsay Henderson 97527415 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  9404 2157 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Tim Morland  97032696  membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@varms.org.au 

  Asset Manager   Ken Thompson  0401819564 asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South 
Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where 
Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is 
attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before 
Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of 
interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:asset@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

