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16th December  
General Meeting 

                                            Pizza @ 8pm                         
 

      
  

6th February - Deadline for next edition 

 

Cover photo:  
 

A group of fliers enjoying the conditions on “The Point” at Camperdown. More photo 
inside 

Phil eagles photo 
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Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night 
Fly, food, fix 
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1st off.  
Don’t forget the club meeting date has been put back 1 week; now Friday 16th 
 

So, what has been happening around the place? Quite a bit… 
 

The council provided some gravel to finish off the pit area, and now it just requires some of 
our manual labour 
 

The Australian Glider day went off a treat, thanks to Geoff Hearn’s idea’s and organising 
skills. Lots of models, some I haven’t seen before, and a lot that have been hidden away for a 
long time. The duration comp fell flat, but on the plus side, a lot of the models were flown, and 
the winch got a good workout. Well done Geoff, and thanks for all those that bought models 
along. 
 

And Keith cooked up another BBQ, that’s 2 weeks in a row. 
 

The ride on mower has been giving trouble on at least 2 fronts... The mower deck is worn out, 
with welding required plus new bearings. A new mower base is about $1500, but it also 
needs a new starter solenoid. Fix all that and we have a 10 + year old mower, still worth 
maybe $ 400. Alternatively we buy another. Henry and Lew were tasked with finding a 
replacement. Cost is around $5000, the last one did 500 hours, so the cost is about what we 
spend on petrol now. The Committee think the guys on the mowing roster should have good 
reliable equipment, so we have approved the purchase, now the members need to approve 
the expenditure... Next meeting please. 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Scale Aerotow 9–11/12/16 Bairnsdale VARMS.org.au 

ALES 10/12/16 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting 16/12/16 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Aerotow 7/1/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3K #5  
(World Champ 

Selections) 
14-15/1/17 Salt Ash (NSW) rcga.org.au 

Fun Fly 21-29/1/17 Camperdown Editor 

VARMS Aerotow 22/1/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Aerotow 22/1/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F5J #4 22/1/17 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 

AEFA meeting 26/1/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Armidale Expo 26-27/1/17 Armidale rcga.org.au 

ALES 4/2/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting 10/2/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
  

President’s report                                                       Col Collyer       
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Members present      Approx 45 
Apologies           M. Best R. Kassell, D. Weller J. Gottschalk 
New members/ Visitors       Nil 
Meet and Greet        P Eagles, T Rawlins 
Minutes of the previous meeting    Accepted R Kassel    Seconded K Schneider 

 
Correspondence in  

 VMAA minutes for October.  

 MAAA advisory on multi rotor aircraft and proposed Senate inquiry  

 LDMFA Car boot sale on Sunday 4th Dec $10 per car 
 
Members who wish to send condolences to P. Stapleton’s family can do so through P.May 
at Metro Hobbies, Box Hill 
M. Best (Webmaster) reminded members to send photos with captions for posting on 
VARMS website 
Invitation from Ms Karlene Coker to attend a future Ashburton Traders event for the 
purpose of a club display 
 
Treasures report 
Club finances in a healthy position, also made available were current financial reports for 
inspection plus he asked if there were any questions from members 
 
Accepted     I. Slack, seconded    R. Kassel 
 
V.P Report 
M. Haysom said that he had attended a Knox City Council risk management course where 
the emphasis was placed on having all electrical appliances and leads checked, fire 
extinguishers kept up to date and hygiene facilities available near cooking areas. 
C.Collyer pointed out the location of the emergency numbers and also mentioned that M. 
Hopper had organised for a refresher course with the defribulator for the March meeting in 
2017 
 
Contest  
B. Clapperton said the next ALES comp would be held on the 16th Dec and that the height 
limiters supply could be scarce because of the planned F5J events. D. Prattley pointed out 
that the club should buy several and make them available to ALES members on 
competition days 
 
Placing’s for the Foamy competition run by G. Hearn prior to the meeting were: 
 

1st   C. Collyer 
2nd   K. Fryer 
3rd   P. Eagles   

 
  

November 2016 General Meeting Minutes                          Lew Rodman 
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General Business 

 P. Cossins gave a summary of the recent Mt Hollowback slope soaring event that was 
well attended particularly on the Sunday when the weather for flying was better. He 
proposed in future to make it a twice a year event. Also at this time the surface of the 
road to the top was discussed and what had been done to repair the wash-aways. I. 
Slack was able to provide members with up to date information on what was 
happening in that area. 

 Peate reminded members of the Bairnsdale aero towing event scheduled for the 
9/10/11 December 2017 and asked for a show of hands who would be attending. As 
the 9th was also the date of the of the VARMS December meeting The President 
decided to move that meeting to the following Friday the 16th and suitable notices 
advising members be conveniently placed. 

 D. Malcman told members that the aero-tow was going ahead on Saturday 
unfortunately the weather forecast was not looking good but would try our luck. He also 
said that because of the weather pattern over the last few months some flying dates 
had been cancelled and shifted he apologised to any members who had been 
inconvenienced by these movements. T. Rawlins commented that he had arrived at 
the field to do some bungee launching with his glider and was disappointed to find aero 
towing on and was of the opinion that there should be more notice available for aero-
tow date changes 

 Favaloro raised the question of the situation with the clubhouse extension. C. Collyer 
responded by saying that a proposal had been drawn up but as the Knox City Council 
were to do a site review in February 2017 and nothing would be happening till then. 
Hopefully the Council would contribute to some of the extension costs. 

 
Show and tell 
L. Rodman did a show and tell of his recently completed Sorcerer glider. 
 
Winners of the raffle were A. Dimech and L. Henderson 
Raffle prizes were kindly donated by D Prattly, Hyperion Australia  
 
Meeting closed   8.50 PM    

 
 

 
 
The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 
4th Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is 
around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 
to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along 
their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters 
related to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it 
is a good time to sort out any problems.  
Max Haysom 9801 3899 

 
 

  

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Event held 27th November 2016 
 

 
 
The event formed the second and final showing of Australian Sailplanes; Scale model 
representation being the first and now a showing of Australian designed and build model 
gliders. 
 
My arrival around 9:30am at the club field saw a couple of eager participants with their models 
rigged in front of the club house. Steadily over the next two hours many modellers together 
with their models arrived to add ambience to the day. 
 
By around mid-day over 30 models were present for display. The 19 modellers who were 
present was an encouraging gathering who had made the effort which in turn made the day a 
great success in my opinion. 
 
The weather conditions played a small part in allowing those present to exercise their models 
by way of electric winch and bungee launch methods. It was also noted that a number of 
participants also launched their models by way of electric powered means. 
 
I was advised by Alan Mayhew that soaring conditions in general were only average and 
sustained flight required some effort to stay aloft. Whilst sitting at the club house a look into 
the launching area, where many had congregated revealed a sight that I hadn’t seen 
previously in a club atmosphere, all very encouraging. 
 
It was also good to see three members from the Ballarat Aero Modellers Inc. club who 
travelled to Wantirna South to be part of the exhibition. From my observations it was good to 
see that many club members were able to fly during the day whilst the event was going on. 

Aussie Gliders II                                      Geoff Hearn 
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There were a couple of models presented that I was not familiar with. I do pride myself about 
my knowledge of model gliders. The first was the Vortex models presented by Peter Cossins. 
I was not aware the this was an Alan Mayhew design and when I approached Alan on the day 
he had forgotten to list this model as one of his designs. 
 
The second model which got my attention was a ‘Playmate’, presented by Mark Barber. Mark 
conveyed that this model is a Ralph Learmont (Southern Sailplanes design). I have 
subsequently had a conversation with Ralph who conveyed the following information. The 
Playmate was intended as a production kitted glider. It had a 2.6metre span with wing 
construction in line with Southern Sailplane glider practice, i.e. foam core D box with balsa 
ribs for the remainder of the wing chord. Only two models were built, Ralph still has the 
prototype and Mark Barber the other. Ralph also mentioned in passing that he ever go back 
to producing glider kits (extremely unlikely according to Ralph) this is the model he would 
choose to manufacture. 
 
The following is a list of attendees and their models: 
 
Kevin Howard (B.A.M.I.) –  Electric powered Aeroflyte Brolga II 
Bill Lawson (B.A.M.I.) –   Southern Sailplanes Prelude Plus 
Darryl Cope –    Scaled up Hearns Hobbies Eagle II 
Thomas Rawlins –  Geoff Pentland designed Sunfloat and Baby Sunfloat 

together with a Hearns Hobbies prototype glider called an 
Albatross and a Hearns Hobbies catapult glider called a 
Whistler 

Mark Barber –    Southern Sailplanes Playmate and Rocochet 
Lew Rodman –    Scaled up Aeroflyte Nimbus 
Colin Collyer –  Scaled up Hearns Hobbies Eagle I and Southern Sailplanes 

Eclipse and Apollo 
Ron Hickman –  Scaled up Central Aircraft Snow Goose and scaled up 

Hearns Hobbies Eagle II 
Colin Smith –  Own design EPP Foka, Southern Sailplanes T-Bird and 

Thermal Ricochet 
John Riley –    Saturn Mid One 
John Lee –     Own design A2 model called Ace 
Gary Ryan –  Scaled up Hearns Hobbies Eagle II and Alan Mayhew 

designed Finazza (Gary’s own version) 
Andrew Allen –    Alan Mayhew designed Prego 
Bob Barger –    Aeroflyte Albatross 
Peter Cossins –  Southern Sailplanes Eclipse, Alan Mayhew designed Prego 

and Vortex 
Alan Mayhew –    Finezza 
Zdenek Busek –    Own designed Stork and Pink Lady 
Bruce Clapperton -   Alan Mayhew designed Finezza 
Geoff Hearn -   Hearns Hobbies Eagle II 
 

  

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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The following awards were acknowledged by way of a certificate: 
 

 Most attractive kitted glider - Kevin Howard, Aeroflyte Brolga II 
 

 
 

 

 Most attractive VARMS club member designed glider - Andrew Allen, Prego 
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 Most attractive Southern Sailplanes glider - Mark Barber, Playmate 
 

 
 

 Most attractive Hearns Hobbies glider - Darryl Cope, Eagle II 
 

 
 

 Most attractive plan built glider - Ron Hickman, Snow Goose 
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It was good to see that out of the five award winning models, four of them were flown on the 
day. The exception being the Eagle II model of Darryl Cope which is yet to receive its radio 
gear. 
 
Lastly, thanks should be conveyed to the following; the VARMS committee for running with 
the event, Rodney Savage for his Artwork and production of the excellent certificates issued 
to all participants and award winners and finally to Keith Schneider who gratefully provided 
the BBQ for all to enjoy.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Cossins’ model of Alan Mayhew’s Vortex 
design 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colin Collyer’s Apollo in front of a wide variety of models 
 

Editor’s note: More photos of participant models in future issue/s of Aspectivity  
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Event held Friday the 12th November 
 

Once again I agreed to run an informal contest prior to the monthly general meeting. The 
start time was 6 o’clock and we had eight entrants. 
 

For those without height limiters a time of 15 seconds motor run was allowed and time 
called by the contest director when reached. Scoring was by way of point allocation, i.e. 1st 
model down receives one point, 2nd model gets two points and so on. The winner of the 
contest is the person with the most points. 
 

Four rounds were conducted in a relaxed and good-humoured manner and I believe all that 
flew enjoyed themselves. 
 

It is noted that there were three different winners over the four rounds. 
 

Entrant Model Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 

Neil Murray Radian 0.5 4 4 3 

Colin Collyer Radian 6 7 7 7 

David Prattley Radian 5 2 5 8 

Peter Cossins Radian 4 3 1 2 

Phil Eagles MPX Solius 2 8 6 6 

Ron Hickman Pixler 3 5 3 4 

Tim Morland MPX Fun Cub 1 1 2 1 

Kevin Fryer Radian 7 6 8 5 
 

Round winners 
Kevin Fryer (2 rounds), Phil Eagles & David Prattley 

 

Placings 
1. Colin Collyer 27 
2. Kevin Fryer  26 
3. Phil Eagles  22 
4. David Prattley 20 
5. Ron Hicknam 15 
6. Nigel Murray 11.5 
7. Peter Cossins 10 
8. Tim Morland 5 

 

It was good to see two models which were unusual for this type of contest. The first was the 
Pixler flown by Ron Hickman, which exhibited excellent climbs but less than optimal glide 
characteristics. The second model was a Multiplex Fun Cub flown by Tim Morland. This is a 
normal power model of which we are all familiar with. Tim removed the undercarriage legs 
and wheels which effectively made the model a high winged electric powered glider. 
 

I was impressed with the overall performance and skilled flying by Tim, however he was 
hampered by the free-wheeling propeller which in effect acted as huge airbrake! 
 

None the less I was impressed by Ron Hickman and Tim Morland for having a go with these 
two models. After all, it was a foamie competition. 
 

Finally, Nigel, if you want to know why I allocated you 0.5 points for the first round score I 
am quite happy to give an explanation. 

VARMS Pre-meeting foamie comp                                  Geoff Hearn 
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The following article appears in the current Airborne magazine. The author Ian Roach, has 
kindly given us permission to use it in Aspectivity. 
 

There are some very useful hints on how to catch thermals and a good basis to achieve your 
VARMS Level 1 and 2 thermal duration task. 
 

Alan Mayhew 
 
1). Don’t get obsessive about extreme light weight. You would be surprised how well a 
heavy glider will thermal. The main thing is to make sure your glider is as straight and true as 
you can get it, and is balanced a trimmed properly. Such a model will tell you a lot about the air 
it is flying through. One with warped flying surfaces or other problems will do its best to 
deceive you. 
 

2). There is no such thing as still air. Even on the coolest and stillest early morning there are 
areas of air that are rising ever so slowly and others that are sinking. These areas can be quite 
large. Even though the rate of rise or sink is small staying in the better air can greatly increase 
flight time. When you are in good air fly straight using the controls as little as possible and as 
soon as you seem to be leaving the good air make a very gentle and smooth turn and return 
back along the same path. 
 

3). When searching for lift don’t fly through the same air twice. And remember that the air is 
moving steadily downwind. The air that is above your head now was a couple of hundred 
metres upwind two minutes ago. If there was no lift in it then what is the chance that there will 
be now? 
 

4). The most common indication that a thermal is nearby is, in my experience, that the glider 
makes an uncomanded turn away from the thermal. You should immediately force a course 
change of say 90 degrees in the opposite direction. You may still need to make one or two 
more smaller corrections before you find the thermal. Occasionally with very strong thermals I 
have found it easier to make a 270 degree turn away from the thermal than a 90 degree turn 
towards it, particularly with gliders that have only rudder and elevator controls. 
 

5). Once you are in a thermal try to circle at a constant airspeed and angle of bank. You will 
almost certainly see that you are climbing faster on one side of the circle than another. Move 
the circle towards that side either by opening out the turn on the good side or turning more 
tightly on the poor side. If you remain in the thermal for more than a couple of turns you will 
probably have to repeat this centring process several times. 
 

6). If you have been climbing in a thermal for some time and your glider suddenly stops 
going up try straightening out and flying directly upwind. I find that in these circumstances this 
almost always brings me back into the thermal. Whether thermals spit me out on their 
downwind sides because of some natural phenomenon or because of some peculiarity in my 
flying style I am unsure.  
 

7). If you are in sink and you have no idea where to find a thermal go anywhere else, go 
now, and go fast. You may not know where the lift is but you definitely know one place where it 
is not, so why hang around there? 
 

Thermaling hints for beginners                               Alan Mayhew 
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8). Learn how to interpret the signs so that you know where the thermals are before you 
launch. Other gliders or birds that are already in lift are obvious signs but are not always 
available. Variations in air temperature and in the strength and direction of the wind are 
amongst the most useful indicators but there are many others. This is too large a subject to 
elaborate on here but there are many books, videos, and web pages devoted to the subject. 
 
 

 

VARMS   LEVEL  2 

Thermal Duration Task  

   This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance. 
 

1.  Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or 

electric motor. If using electric launch, then switch off motor. 
 

2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No          

restarting of the motor is allowed and the use of a variometer is not 

allowed. 
 

3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish 

within a rectangle 15x4 metres.  The 15 m dimension is in line with the 

wind direction. The VARMS landing ropes are easiest to use for this. 
 

4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts 

can be made to achieve the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same 

flight. 
 

5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording. 
 

Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152 
 

Pilot’s Name 
and address  

 

Date  
 

Observer’s Name and signature 
 
 

Date Observer’s Name and signature 
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Approximately 15 flyers enjoyed a great week at the Lakes and Craters Caravan Park in 
Camperdown. 
 

Saturday’s flying for a lucky few was great, the lift was fantastic. The rest of the week was 
mild but on cue at 4 o’clock each day in came the sea-breeze. 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

A week at Camperdown                                                     Phil Eagles 

 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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My apologies to the photographer/s – I can’t remember where I got these from  
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

VARMS Slope Day – Mt Hollowback 
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Alan Gray                     
                             Graeme Hollis             

     Martin Hopper           
                             Robert Kassell             

     Tim Stewart                 
                             Geoff Moore               
 

 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 

                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren     3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                   4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

Back in 2017 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are now 

on 2.4 GHz 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@varms.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Lew Rodman  9887 1060 secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   John Cott    treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  0433799922 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@varms.org.au 

  Asset Manager   Ken Thompson  0401819564 asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South 
Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where 
Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is 
attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before 
Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of 
interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:asset@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

