Issue 511
July 2017

Search for VARMS on Facebook

Cover photo:

Lenny Plummer Snr is contemplating the need for a bigger tug.
The primary glider is a Finnish Harraka.
Photo from the VARMS Facebook group

14th July
General Meeting
Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night
Fly, food, fix
4th August - Deadline for next edition
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President’s report

Col Collyer

Well winter is here,,, Nice and mild so far, but thermals are scarce and it gets cold
early.
New members to welcome this month are







Donald Rosverer
Abraham Mohring
Robert Irving
Murray White
Michael Runge
Danny Chan

Welcome aboard guys, and enjoy your stay.
Some of you observant members may have noticed that Max didn’t step down as I suggested last
month. One of the reasons I wanted Max to step aside, was so we could have a succession plan,
something the council is keen for us to have. So the new plan is to draft some new people on to
the Committee. Let’s call them “Assistants To” and we are thinking of all the major committee
men. The plan is to have a back-up person for each position. And that may well lead to them
taking over that job in the future. From my prospective, I have been President for a fair while,
much longer than I ever imagined, and as it’s a leadership position, I think it worthy of someone
that can carry on the tradition. If you think you could fill any of these positions please let us
know... and if you get a tap on the shoulder, consider it an honour.
We are planning a working bee for the 22nd of July from about 10 till 2,,, BBQ at 2pm. Mostly it
will be spreading gravel in the car park and pits, with a bit of drainage in the carpark as well. If we
get a lot of help the job becomes quite easy... so please come along and help.
We are having a Seniors Day on the 11th October (yes, it’s a Wednesday). The plan is to have
some show and tell, also some hands on training, and maybe a bit of demo flying. See Ross
Armstrong for details, again many hands make light work.
And also, 2018 is VARMS 50th year, so we are looking for some bods to form a sub-committee to
arrange celebrations. See me I guess for a start.
That’s enough from me.. Let’s hear from you to keep this great club functioning

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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June General Meeting minutes
Opened:
Members Present:
New members/Visitors:
Apologies:

Lew Rodman

8.00pm
40
S. Ventevogal, R. Barbuto, M. White
P. Gaye, L. Henderson, G. Egan, R. Stevenson, D. Prattley,
D. Weller, A. Mayhew, M. Hopper, C. Smith, P. Zambory

Minutes of previous meeting
Accepted R. Savage, seconded M. McCullough
Secretary
Correspondence In
Correspondence Out

VMAA May minutes, several sundry emails
Nil

Treasurer’s Report
As per the annual financial report available for perusal by all members
Contest Report
 Not available due to Jerilderie long weekend event.
 B. Clapperton advised that the ALES competition will be continuing. Check the
VARMS website for further information
Scale
D. Malcman said that due to the Public Holiday the event had been deferred to the following
weekend
General Business
 R. Armstrong commented that the club had applied to participate in Seniors Week
run by the Know Council later in the year. It is envisaged that VARMS would run a
weekend where interested seniors could join our activities
 L. Rodman presented proposed new club garments for members inspection and a
pricelist of items. Forms will be available in the next Aspectivity for members to place
their orders.
 A new group build is to be started on Wednesday nights with the proposed project
being a simple Blanik easy-build type glider
 G. Glover went through the now different procedure with the presentation of Wings to
successful members. They will be processes via the club rather than the VMAA
 A. Peate will have his tow plane available Saturday afternoon for those who wished
to participate
Meeting closed

8:20pm

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
Aspectivity July 2017

2017 Annual General Meeting minutes
Meeting Opened:
Members Present:
Apologies:

Lew Rodman

8:25pm with R. Savage in the chair
40
As per the preceding General Meeting

Minutes of the previous AGM: Accepted R. Savage

2nded R. Kassel

Matters Arising: Nil
Committee Election
President
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

C. Collyer
M. Haysom
Ron Hickman
R. Armstrong

As these were the only nominations for these positions they were duly elected.
Also as there were no letters of resignations from the committee appointed positions they
are to remain as per the previous year.
Treasurers Report
Presented by J. Cott a copy of approved accounts, which showed an operating profit of xxxx
for the year ending 31/5/2017. (members can contact the Treasurer for the value)
Awards

General Business
Colin thanked the retiring committee members for their contribution in the past year and
looked forward to working with the new members in the future.
Meeting closed

8:45pm

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task
This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance.
1. Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric
motor. If using electric launch, then switch off motor.
2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the
motor is allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed.
3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a
rectangle 15x4 metres. The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The
VARMS landing ropes are easiest to use for this.
4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made
to achieve the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.
5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording.
Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152
Pilot’s Name
and address
Date

Observer’s Name and signature

Date

Observer’s Name and signature

For Sale
Orange 2.4 Ghz Plug in Transmitter Module … Suits JR style Transmitters.

$40.00

Orange R82DX Receiver, 8 Channels DSM2/DSMX compatible.

$20.00

Both units

$50.00

Both brand new.
Peter Cossins 9801 2778

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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VARMS Taranis splash screen

Anthony Peate

As fellow VARMS Taranis users, I thought you may be interested in using a custom VARMS
splash screen I have developed that's displayed when you turn on your Taranis.
The idea is for you to edit the BMP file I have attached in this email and replace my contact
details with your own before loading it onto your Taranis.
I think this will help us identify our radio from many that are often sitting around the club or out at
the flight pilot area and will help people be able to contact you if you leave your radio at the club
by mistake. The splash screen looks like this:-

If you wish to use this splash screen, here's how to do so:1.

Edit the attached BMP file in this email with any picture editor such as MS paint to put
your own contact details in place of mine and save it to you computer. Note the
properties of the BMP must not be changed from: Size =212 x 64 pixels and Color = 4 bit
grey scale color depth.

2. Open "Open Companion TX" utility to load this onto your Taranis by:a. Selecting "Write Firmware to Radio"
b. Select "Use another Start Screen"
c. Select the updated BMP file you edited in step 1 from the file section dialog window
d. Press the "Write Firmware to TX" button
You can also make this the preferred splash screen in "Open Companion TX" in your your radio
profile settings.
Note: Prior to writing any new firmware from my PC to my Taranis I always back up my Radio
firmware first as follows: On the Taranis go to Radio Setup\Firmware back menu and select
"Write firmware to SD card". This creates a Date and Time stamped local backup of firmware
including all model settings to the local SD card in the Taranis. This provides a very quick and
easy way to recover firmware ans model settings without needing to connect the Taranis to your
computer if something goes wrong. I think it's a good idea to do this type of backup regularly,
especially before making and major changes to the radio configuration or model settings.
If interested I also have many custom wave announcement files that are useful for gliders such
as "Tow released", "Tow Connected", "Release Height Reached", "Timer Started", "Timer
Stopped", "Timer Reset", "Choke Open", "Choke Closed", "Ignition On", "Ignition Off", "Spoilers
In", "Spoilers Out", "Motor Stopped".
These can be assigned to play for physical or logical switch settings

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Personalising your model

Glenn Salisbury

I don’t know about you, but I prefer my models to be different to the rest.
Unless you are part of an aerobatic team I see no advantage to having an
identical scheme to all the others at the field.
e.g. buy a Radian, proudly assemble it, then turn up to the field to find that
there are many models that look the same
Maybe the most common recent example is my
favorite, the LET Blanik L-13. Shane & Ant from
Gippsland scratch built a pair and decorated them
in the Red Bull aerobatic team scheme. Unique.
Then. E-Flite then produces their ARF model and
you guessed it, it comes pre-decorated in the
same Red Bull Scheme. Alright then, be different
and get the Sebart model; Red Bull scheme
again. Same if you buy the Staufenbiel (FMS)
version. Boring…..
I was inspired by a couple of photos that Geoff
Hearn gave me that showed a version operated
by the RAAF – regular L-13 scheme with orange
rego and roundels; simple and different.
I’ve always been extremely patriotic when it
comes to my models. If there is an Australian
version of the full-sized subject, I will model that
rather than whatever standard decals/stickers
come with the model. It doesn’t matter whether it’s a sailplane or power model, if it’s scale
and was operated in Australia, that’s the version I will replicate:
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Back to the Blanik. I attacked the supplied decals with a heat-gun and they came off fairly
easily. Any adhesive residue is easily removed using thinners (be careful using thinners – if
there is exposed wood over a foam core the use of thinners may result in you owning a
hollow model – don’t ask how I know this…….)
Anywho…. I scoured the internet to find the graphics that I
needed and then scaled them to match the photo reference.
I documented the details (into MS PowerPoint in this case)
and sent them for a quote to Callie at
www.callie-graphics.com/
Callie provides a superb service; excellent communication,
ultra-fast turnaround and cheap prices

The finished model at the inaugural Sandown event
It’s not just scale models either. At Camperdown 2016 there were 4 of us that brang the new
Tensho Acro models. 3 flew in the standard scheme (yuk!). I stripped mine of the factory
applied stickers and added some Flouro orange paint to the extremities. I never had any
issues with identifying which models was mine (or it’s orientation).

Standard
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Mine

My latest model is the FlyFly ASK-21. I have always liked the ’21 and have taken quite a few
reference shots of various Australian examples, but found them to be rather lacking in visual
appeal. The kit comes with an attractive UK Air Cadets scheme but that does not meet my
mantra of modelling local versions.

Imagine my delight at finding that the
RAAF Cadets have purchased the
ASK-21Mi! There was an example at
the Avalon Airshow and it had some
visual delights; orange nose tips and
rudder, silvery-grey lettering & high
viz. roundels on the underside.
I took a few photos to document the
markings and again translated
downloaded graphics to the required
size and sent them to Callie.
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CANOWINDRA 2017 {run by SAM 1788}
Another Easter, another SAM Champs Down Under at
Canowindra NSW, I had no models to fly as they are still in
storage due to my recent house move so I accepted Brian Dowie's
kind offer to go with him and co-drive.

Brian Laughton
Kevin and the Phantom

We arrived at approximately 4 pm on Thursday, booked into the
motel then went out to Paul and Kim Farthing's farm “BOGWOOD”
to be met with a fantastic sight of beautiful green grass mowed as
well as any sports oval and the weather was 25 degrees and
calm.
They were just finishing Tomboy scramble and Kevin Fryer was
putting in his record speed flight with the late Brian Stebbing's
Phantom at 82 mph, boy was Kevin rotating on those 35 foot
lines, by this time it was getting dark so we ventured back to town
for dinner and rest.
Next morning, Good Friday saw the weather calm and warm with Nostalgia being the first
event and the Victorians reigned supreme with their “Spacers”, Kevin coming in 1 st and
Steve Gullock a very close 2nd, this was the start of the Victorians winning streak, then lunch
and on to 1/2A Texaco with 28 entries and 6 in the flyoff and Kevin was beaten by 2
seconds into 2nd place by Garry Whitten a new chum I think from NSW? Steve didn't fly in
this event because we all know what he thinks about “those bloody Cox's”, day finished and
it was back to town for dinner and the SAM1788 AGM.

Kevin & nostalgia model with Brian D helping
Next day was Easter Saturday again calm and warm, fantastic weather, first event was
Burford with 24 entries,15 getting in the flyoff and the only flyer with a cabin model beat all
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the other high flying pylon models, it was Kevin Fryer flying his ancient well worn Atomiser,
then came Texaco the “Big Event”with 30 entries again the Victorians reigned supreme but
not Kevin this time it was Steve Gullock who beat Condo by 1 second to come in first with
Kevin coming in 7th but the biggest thing to happen in this event was Brian Dowie getting 3
maxs and getting into the flyoff and coming in 10th out of 19 in the flyoff “good on ya Brian”,
this evening was the BBQ and swap meet at the shed on the farm and boy was it cold in
that shed,
Easter Sunday was again perfect weather with 38 antique first off with 17 entries and 7 in
the flyoff, this event produced the most spectacular crash of the comp when Condos
“Westerner” looped on launching and smashed into small pieces about 5 meters from where
it was launched, I don't think it was repairable, both Kevin and Steve flew in this event with
both getting into the flyoff Kevin coming 4th and Steve coming 8th, then came Duration with
the screaming G T models taking to the air, there were some very fast climbing models
there but I don't think there was a model that climbs as fast as Col Collyers Stardust, it was
a shame he didn't attend this comp he would have shown them how to find thermals
although I think he must have passed a lot of his secrets onto Kevin and Steve, there were
22 in this event and 13 in the flyoff unfortunately the flyoff air was not kind to the Victorians
with Kevin coming in 8th and Steve right down the bottom.
Another day finished and onto the presentation night at the RSLwith Kevin almost taking
over the Presentation Ceremony with three firsts, one second and one fourth.
Easter Monday saw Standard Duration and 2CC again run in perfect conditions, Kevin won
Standard Duration and got 4th in 2CC making his tally all up four 1st places, one 2nd place
and two 4th places, 7 major placing in 9 events, not bad for a Victorian, he won TOP GUN
with 35 points beating his closest rival Condo Smith from NSW who scored 39 points.
All in all one of the best Canowindra I have attended with perfect weather on a perfect flying
field with a terrific result for us “Mexicans” with the first ever Victorian to win the TOP GUN
award, thank you Kevin and Steve.
I'm sure I can speak for all those present at Canowindra in thanking Paul and Kim Farthing
for their generosity in the loan and preparation of their farm ”BOGWOOD”, it was fantastic,
let’s try and get a larger Victorian contingent for next year and see if we can give them a run
for their money again and who knows you may even enjoy it.

Kevin & all his trophies
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Gary McDougall Memorial Aerotow
Saturday 12th August 2017
VARMS will be holding this event to coincide with the scheduled August aerotow day.
As members may be aware, Gary was involved in many facets of RC soaring and club
activities. Perhaps his true passion involved building and flying large scale sailplanes. This
will be the theme for the day.

Tim Morland photo
Should you be in the progression of any Gary’s models, feel free to bring them along on the
day, whether they are airworthy or not.
The day will provide the opportunity to remember Gary and his endeavours in RC soaring.
It is intended that certificates of participation will be issued to those attending on the day.
Hope to see you there.
Any questions to be directed to Danny Malcman or Geoff Hearn.

Flying Event Calendar
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

General Meeting

14/7/17

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Training

16/7/17

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

AEFA Meeting

27/7/17

VARMS Glider Field

aefanet.com/

VARMS Training

30/7/17

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

General Meeting

11/8/17

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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October the 7th 2017, an aerotow day with a difference
VARMS will be running an aerobatic competition to coincide the scheduled monthly aerotow
day.
It is intended that the competition will not conflict with normal
flying activities and involvement is purely optional.
Two classes of scale models will be catered for:
Class 1

Scale sailplanes capable of performing the
following manoeuvres
 Stall turn to the left or right
 Spins (no more than 2 turns)
 Two consecutive simulated thermal circles
 One loop
 Rectangular circuit prior to landing
 Landing

Class 2

Scale sailplanes capable of full-house aerobatic
manoeuvres
 Barrel roll/4-point roll/flick roll/axial roll
 Inverted straight flight for 5 seconds
 Multi-turn spins (entry from either left or
right)
 Two consecutive loops
 Cuban Eight
 Immelman turn

Participants will have to nominate 3 manoeuvres during the course of the flight and will be
judged accordingly (each manoeuvre will be scored out of 10)
Depending on weather conditions it is intended to run at least one round.
All place-getters will receive a certificate of placing.
So get to it and start practicing.
Any questions should be directed to Geoff Hearn

The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the
4th Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is
around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00
to cover costs.
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along
their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters
related to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so
it is a good time to sort out any problems.
Max Haysom 9801 3899
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VARMS clothing order form
Colour

XS
48

S
62

Lew Rodman

M
65

L
68

Royal
$72.50
JK01 Stadium Jacket
Colour

Total

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

77.5

80

85

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

55

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

Navy
$40.15
JB Crew Fleecy
Colour

3XL
77

62.5

Royal
$39.05
JB ½ zip Polar Fleece
Colour

2XL
74

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

Navy
$72.50
JB Flying Jacket
Colour

XL
71

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Royal
$24.20
JB Polo

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

53

Colour

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Navy
$26.40
JB Polo with Pocket

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket

Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest
Name:
Contact details:
VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Total

Mowing Roster

Training Dates
th

Field

Alan Gray
Graeme Hollis
Martin Hopper
Robert Kassell
Tim Stewart
Geoff Moore

Runway & Pits:

TBA
1st week
Peter Griffiths
2nd week
Paul Van Tongeren 3rd week
Alan Taylor
4th week

Heliport:

Geoff Moore

th

16 & 30 July
VARMS Training is
kindly sponsored by:
Hyperion Australia

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring
Henry Wohlmuth
9764 1921

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
ph:

(03) 98870558
0415412096

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:
*Aerotow:
Clubrooms:

Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm
"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide
All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm
Mon

8am-Noon (power)
Dawn-Noon (glider)
Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)
Noon-Dusk (glider)

Tue

Power Glider

Glider

Wed

Thur

Power Glider

Power Glider

Fri

Sat

Sun

Power Power Glider

Power Glider

Glider

Glider

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer.
The Keyboard
Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key,
clearly named, into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of
Clubroom veranda.
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc., the
Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
VP & Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Membership Secretary
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Asset Manager
Webmaster
Registrar

Colin Collyer
Max Haysom
Ron Hickman
Ross Armstrong
Alan Mayhew
Glenn Salisbury
Martin Hopper
Geoff Glover
Geoff Moore
Graham Sullivan
Ken Thompson
Michael Best
Peter Zambory

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

9561 9097
9801 3899

0412 994 213
0433 799 922
9873 8256
9807 5623
9802 2044
95297095
0418 819 564
98074875

president@varms.org.au
vp@varms.org.au
secretary@varms.org.au
treasurer@varms.org.au
cd@varms.org.au
editor@varms.org.au
ordinary@varms.org.au
membership@varms.org.au
heli@varms.org.au
power@varms.org.au
asset@varms.org.au
web_master@varms.org.au
registrar@varms.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the
correct addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the
Secretary, or other Committee member.

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South
Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where
Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is
attached to the flying field gate.
VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition
and self launching (electric) gliders.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before
Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters
of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew.

Aspectivity July 2017

