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Howdy folks... warmer weather, daylight saving, and winter behind us. Lets go 
flying! 
 
Not a whole lot to talk about this month, but hey, I’ll give it a go. 
 
Firstly, notes from the Committee Meeting: 

 We have a bunch of new members this month, so let’s welcome them aboard... Shoe 
Wang, Glen Thompson, Alan Young, Mick Clifford, Craig Jones and  Keith Morehouse . 

 We have a few starters for this Wednesday’s Seniors Festival, so we will be 
demonstrating our wares to them. The weather looks a bit marginal at this stage, so it will 
probably be indoors with the simulator. We will also have some static stuff and a morning 
tea or something. Feel free to participate. 

 We haven’t given up on the building extensions, and are about to approach the council 
from several new directions. Will possibly get a little political, but hey, we have to 
sometimes fight for what we want. 

 We now have a list of emergency phone numbers in the de fib cupboard. 

 A reminder to observe our boundary rules. I know of another club that is in hot water, and 
the restrictions the council have put on them are not very nice. Let’s not have that here.   

 Our 50th Birthday is coming up next year, and a little sub-committee has been formed to 
get celebrations going. Feel free to be part of it. 

 
And lastly, the magazine is looking for input. Prime words 
would be articles from the build groups and Glenfern rd. 
The hardest part of any article is the first sentence! 
 
And don’t forget, the club is looking for a new president next year. Someone needs to put their 
hand up now and get some practice... c’mon, its not that hard. 
 
That’s all from me, 
 
Cheers 
Col 

  
Enjoying the serenity at the post AFL Finals BBQ at the field. 

Henry Shapiro Photos from VARMS Facebook page  

President’s report                                                   Col Collyer       

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Held at the clubrooms 8/9/2017 with President Col Collyer in the chair 
 

Opened 8.00pm    
Members present:     36 
Apologies: Andrew Allen,  Phipps Gay, Bruce Perry, Andy Smith, Mark Irwin, Sepp  

Kirschenhuber , Alan Mayhew, Angelo Favaloro, Ross Armstrong, John 
Gottschalk 

 

Minutes of previous meeting 
Motion that the minutes of the previous meeting as printed in Aspectivity are accepted. 
Moved by Dave Pratley, Seconded by Keith Schneider. Carried 
 

Matter arising from previous minutes 
Nil 
 

Correspondence 
Nil 
 

Treasurer’s report 
Treasurer report held over till next month (Treasurer unable to attend) 
 

Competition 
Bruce Clapperton advised the next ALES date is 17/9 and that height limiters are available from 
Dave Pratley 
 

General Business 

 Colin Collyer informed the meeting about recent meetings with several Council bodies 
relating to the future of the club on this site.  The Basketball stadium stage 2 development 
has been submitted as has the preliminary proposal for the stage 2 soccer. However these 
projects are in the 10 to 15 year timeframe.  He suggested that the club should continue 
to make its presence felt by participating in Council committees and submitting proposals 
to endeavour to extend our tenure on the site. 

 Colin advised the meeting that it is intended to allow a 100th party for a long time modeller 
be held at the clubrooms in November 

 Colin informed the meeting that he would not be standing for President next year and that 
members should give serious thought to succession planning 

 The editor is looking for articles for inclusion in the newsletter 

 Aerotow looking good for Saturday 

 Training on Sunday 
 

Meeting closed 8.20pm, followed by a presentation by Peter Raphael who acquired Gary Mac’s 
“Duster” model and has painted it in the same colours as the full size Duster that he owns. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

September General Meeting minutes    Ron Hickman    
         

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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For those of you that don’t know me I have been a VARMS member for probably 20 plus years 
or so but due to the nature of my work and living on the other side of the city to the VARMS field 
it is a rare thing for me to be seen at the field. For me slope soaring is the most enjoyable form of 
model flying and Mt Hollowback is the closest slope to me that allows for flying 1/4 scale models 
which is my favoured interest. 
 
Quite some time ago I obtained a 1/4 scale Model Flight Discus kit via a direct swap for an old 
(well used) Hobie Hawk back in the late 90’s, it is a basic kit, comprising of a fibreglass fuselage, 
foam cores for all flying surfaces, canopy and canopy frame and a basic 3-view/plan, as such, 
some prior building experience is an advantage. 

 
There are no fancy hi-tech building 
materials or methods used on this 
model, just simple fibreglass, foam 
and balsa, using conventional (old 
school) construction techniques. 

 
The kit fuselage was originally 
manufactured to utilize a non-
scale all-flying horizontal stabilizer, 
but I opted to reconfigure this to 
the scale configuration of fixed 
horizontal stabilizer and 

Quarter-Scale Discus        Andrew Crowe    
         



                 Aspectivity October 2017 

 

conventional elevator. This required rebuilding the top portion of the fin to 
incorporate a new stabilizer mount using a locating pin and mounting bolt, 
no real dramas here just a bit time consuming. 
 
An aerotow release unit was installed along with a retractable undercarriage. 
 
Channels were cut in both wing cores to accept an aluminium tube spar, 
which runs half-span on each wing panel, this doubles as the wing joiner 
tube. The wing cores were then fibreglassed with 3/4oz cloth over the spar 
tubes on the top surface only for added strength. All flying surfaces were 
skinned with 1/16th balsa sheeting and then glassed with 3/4oz cloth. 
Graupner airbrakes were installed with servos in each wing for each airbrake 
unit and as well as servos for each aileron. The ailerons use a rotary driver 
system, this gives a 100% aerodynamically clean wing with no external 
control horns or pushrods. 
 
Rudder and elevator servos are mounted in the tail giving minimal control slop due to the very 
short control rods, also allows more room in the cockpit for scale detailing. 
 
All through the building process I slowly worked away at the scale detailing which consists of full 
cockpit instrumentation, seat pan and controls etc. It was about this point that the whole project 
had to be shelved for, believe it or not, around 10 years due to work commitments. 
 
Wind the clock forward to 2010 and time now allowed for the resurrection of the nearly completed 
Discus, it was duly dusted off and the final stages of building recommenced. I opted to incorporate 
winglets on this model which were drawn up from factory drawings and then made from hard 
balsa and ply. They are installed using simple electrical ‘banana’ plugs for a quick and simple 
push-on/pull-off installation.  

 
A lot of elbow grease was then required with the whole 
model being sanded back and filled, followed by more 
sanding and filling, finishing up with a final light sanding. I 
then sprayed a light coat of quick drying automotive 
enamel, this was rubbed down and a second coat applied 
giving a nice solid colour. 
 
The final few bits and pieces were completed in no time, 
tail registration markings were airbrushed on, tow-
release servo installed, canopy sliding window fitted and 
pilot figure installed. A final cut and polish of the entire 
model and it was finally complete. 
 
10 years in the making, with a generous break in the 
middle but I eventually got there in the end.  
 
It flies beautifully although I have only had it off the slope. 
 
All up it has 8 servos and two battery packs for 
redundancy, controls are rudder, elevator, ailerons, 
airbrakes and retract. Wingspan is 3.75m, weight 4.5kg.  
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FUN SLOPE DAY 

SUNDAY 19th 
NOVEMBER 

 MT HOLLOWBACK 
 

VARMS will be holding a FUN slope day on the above date. Ian Slack will have a range 

of models available for club members who have not been slope soaring before to try. 

Please remember to bring a range of clothing as it can be quite chilly standing in the wind. 

Also please remember to respect the farmer’s property and close the gates behind you. 

 

Ian can be contacted on 0417 551 352.  
Roger Meaher photos 

 

 

 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

General Meeting 13/10/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

NAAS Aerotow 13 – 15/10/17 A.C.T. See ad below 

ALES Competition 14/10/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3K #1 (DLG) 15/10/17 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 

Scale Aerotow 21/10/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 22/10/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

AEFA Meeting 26/10/17 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 

Scale Aerotow 4 – 7/11/17 Cobram VARMS.org.au 

Aust. F5J Trophy 4 – 5/11/17 Canberra rcga.org.au 

General Meeting 10/11/17 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
rcga.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
http://www.aefanet.com/
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file:///F:/rcga.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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The Victorian section of the above 
Association now meets at the VARMS 
Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every 
month, except December when there is no 
meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. 
Supper is provided and friendly discussion 
follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover 
costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and 
tell” with members, and others, bringing 
along their projects to present to the 
gathering. Also there may be discussion on 
technical matters related to electric models. 
There is normally a lot of experience 
amongst those present, so it is a good time 
to sort out any problems.  
Max Haysom 9801 3899 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tank Hill has been sold 
and is off limits for now, 
gates are locked. We are 
negotiating with new owner 
and looks like limited 
access will be granted.   

FYI             Dave Bell    
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October the 21st 2017, an aerotow day with a difference 
 
VARMS will be running an aerobatic competition to coincide the scheduled monthly aerotow 
day. 
 

It is intended that the competition will not conflict with normal 
flying activities and involvement is purely optional. 
 

Two classes of scale models will be catered for: 
 

Class 1 Scale sailplanes capable of performing the 
following manoeuvres 

 Stall turn to the left or right 

 Spins (no more than 2 turns) 

 Two consecutive simulated thermal circles 

 One loop 

 Rectangular circuit prior to landing 

 Landing 
 

Class 2 Scale sailplanes capable of full-house aerobatic 
manoeuvres 

 Barrel roll/4-point roll/flick roll/axial roll 

 Inverted straight flight for 5 seconds 

 Multi-turn spins (entry from either left or 
right) 

 Two consecutive loops 

 Cuban Eight 

 Immelman turn 
 

Participants will have to nominate 3 manoeuvres during the course of the flight and will be 
judged accordingly (each manoeuvre will be scored out of 10) 
 

Depending on weather conditions it is intended to run at least one round. 
 

All place-getters will receive a certificate of placing. 
 

So get to it and start practicing. 
 

Any questions should be directed to Geoff Hearn 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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17 September 2017 
 

 
Andrew Battersby launches his new Samsara. 

 
After a long cold winter the new season of ALES kicked off again on Sunday 17th of 
September. In keeping with recent global warming climactic trends there was wind, wind and 
wind. ((Why is it always windy for ALES????) Why has it been so windy this year full stop???).  
 
Anyway, enough whinging, there was enough non wind for the competition to go ahead and 
actually some decent thermals if you could find and chase them. We lost Kevin and Gary to 
Darwinian survival of the fittest early leaving 6 contestants to complete the 6 rounds. Yours 
truly had to attend to a few cracks in the Finezza fuselage with liberal swathes of sticky tape.  
 
After three rounds Andrew Allen was just a nose in front. Then he managed to score a perfect 
three last rounds to take home the tro…..satisfaction of winning!  
 
Also a warm welcome Andrew Battersby for his first go at ALES with his new Topmodel CZ 
Samsara. (search for Aloft Hobbies in the USA.) This is a great 3.2m model for a great price. 
 
Next ALES is Saturday 14th of October, followed by Saturday 25th November.  

Altitude Limited Electric Soaring (ALES)       Bruce Clapperton 
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Remember, Height limiters/F5J Altimiters are available from Dave Pratley.  

 
 

 

 
    

 

This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance. 
 

1.  Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric 

motor. If using electric launch, then switch off motor. 
 

2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the 

motor is allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed. 
 

3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a 

rectangle 15x4 metres.  The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The 

VARMS landing ropes are easiest to use for this. 
 

4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made 

to achieve the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.  
 

5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording. 

 

Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152 
 

Pilot’s Name 
and address  

 

Date  
 

Observer’s Name and signature 
 
 

Date Observer’s Name and signature 
 

VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task 

 



                 Aspectivity October 2017 

 

 
 
 
 

From VARMS Facebook page 
 
Quite a few of people had a good day at the field today. But where was everybody else? 
You have to grab the days when they come. 
 

 
Foka-5 and ASW20 (Hanger9) had a terrific afternoon of aerotowing and thermalling. 

 

 
Lightning was 3D printed. Maiden flight went very well. Good effort! 

  

VARMS Field 7 October                  Words & images by Tim Morland 
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Whilst contemplating how to fill the last 2 pages of this issue (hint, hint), I was inspired by 
Tim Morland’s photo of the 3D printed model at VARMS field. 
 
Into Google went the key-words and I got some great returns. As we are predominantly a 
glider club I have featured the powered gliders available. 
 

  https://3dprintedrcplanes.com/ 
 
KRAGA offer 2 models, both with a lattice (geodetic) structure. One is a motor-glider and 
the other is a small aerobatic, electric-powered model. The print files cost around $30AUD. 
Check out Kodo thread on RCGroups 

 

 
Kodo – 1.6m span, 850g RTF 

 
  

3D printed models                       Glenn Salisbury 

 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 

https://3dprintedrcplanes.com/
https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?2745592-Another-3D-printed-plane-kit
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 https://3dlabprint.com/ 
 
3d Lab print offer 14 models and multiple conversion/options files, including a motor-glider, 
a high-wing trainer, a Cessna, a MIG 15 jet and a load of WWII models. 
 

 
EASYMAX 001 – 1.527m span 

 
 
And it’s not only R/C models. Greek modeler Nick Karatzides designs 1/18 scale model 
aircraft for static display. 

 
 

He has a shop on Shapeways, so you can buy his productions: 
  

https://www.shapeways.com/shops/anyuta3d?s=0 
 

https://3dlabprint.com/
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

 
Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 
VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

VARMS clothing order form                                           Lew Rodman 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Alan Gray                     
                             Graeme Hollis             

                 Martin Hopper           
                             Robert Kassell             

                     Tim Stewart                 
                             Geoff Moore               
 

 
  

Runway & Pits:     TBA                  1st week 

                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren     3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                   4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

  

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

22nd October 
 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 

 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, 
clearly named, into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of 

Clubroom veranda. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

Noon-Dusk (glider) 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au


                 Aspectivity October 2017 

 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
 

Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc., the 
Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@varms.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Ron Hickman    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   Ross Armstrong    treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  0433 799 922 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@varms.org.au 

  Asset Manager   Ken Thompson  0418 819 564 asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South 
Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where 
Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is 
attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before 
Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters 
of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:asset@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

