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Itôs that time again... the end of the year is near. 
 
Please note that out Christmas Breakup meeting is a week early... DECEMBER 1... Yes.. The first 
day in December. 
 
We will have free food and drinks before the meeting. Donôt have tea, bring your partner if you 
wish, and celebrate Christmas with us. 
 
About 12 months ago we were informed that early in the year the council were going to re-evaluate 
the area and that VARMS may be affected. Then about 4 weeks ago Max and I were summoned 
to a meeting and informed about the proposed changes. We (now including Ron and Ross) have 
since had another informal meeting, and yes, there is discussion that may affect VARMS. I say 
may, because things are very fluid at present. The committee is putting a lot of effort into our cause.  
 
For those interested, a secret web page will be set up where members can see all the paperwork, 
and there will be a quick discussion on Friday.. Are we staying or going... I have no idea, but we 
are giving it our best shot. 
 
Donôt forget... Christmas Meeting.... Dec 1 
 
Cheers 
Col 

 
 

 
 

The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 
4th Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting 
time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows. 
Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs. 
 
The meeting takes the form of a ñshow and tellò with members, and others, bringing 
along their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on 
technical matters related to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience 
amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems. 
Max Haysom 9801 3899 

 
 

  

Presidentôs report                                                   Col Collyer       

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Minutes of the general meeting of VARMS held at the clubrooms 10/11/2017 
President Col Collyer in the chair 
 

Opened    8.00pm 
Members present      45 
Apologies         M. Runge, A. Allen, D. Weller, M. Irwing, L Henderson, G. Trone 
 

New member       Dave Milne 
 

Minutes of previous meeting 
Moved: Rob Kassel, Seconded: Keith Schneider that the minutes of the previous meeting as 
printed in Aspectivity be accepted      carried 
 

Matter Arising 
Col summarised the current situation with respect to the proposed extensions of the Club.   
 

Colin and Max were requested to attend at the Council for an urgent meeting about the future of 
the Knox regional sporting complex. Out of that meeting Ross subsequently offered to urgently 
prepare a Strategic Plan which has been done and is available to members for viewing in draft 
format. This plan has to be submitted to Council at the earliest.   
 

Discussion ensured around the contents of the plan that should include photos of activities and 
that proposals should be positive for the club. 
 

Ross provided an in depth summary of the Strategic Plan suggesting that the plan should be 
considered a live document and should be the subject of regular revision. The existing plan has 
been prepared quickly and still needs some refinement. Ross requested that members, 
particularly those with expertise in the management area, review the document and provide 
comment for inclusion post Council submission.  
 

To further the proposal for Club extensions it was resolved by show of hands to allow the 
committee to expend funds to apply for a planning permit. 
 

Discussion around the suggestion of an open day to further the public profile of the Club, possibly 
could be included with the VARMS 50th celebration.  Gary suggested that Geoff Hearn and other 
long serving members be requested to prepare history documents that can be used for publicity 
and inclusion in the proposed 50th anniversary book. 
 

Correspondence 
In 

¶ MAAA          Re CASA restrictions 

¶ MAAA          update to CASA restrictions restoring previous rules  

¶ Knox City    Tenancy agreement and annual reporting requirement 
Out 

¶ Advance Cleaning      re floor quote 

¶ G Sullivan                    letter of thanks 
 

Treasurerôs report 
The Treasurer tabled the financial report for the month. 
Moved     Dave Pratley    Sec     Kevin Fryer   That the treasurers report be received                 carried 

October General Meeting minutes    Ron Hickman    
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Competition Reports 

¶ Peter reported on the recent Canberra event, many large scale models - several with 
turbines good website with many videos   maas.org.au  

¶ Col reported on the Cobram event ï was good on Sunday with plenty of plastic models 
entered 

¶ Dave reported on the F5J event in Canberra, was very windy with a Prego winning. 32 
pilots with the Vics in the top 10 

¶ Bruce Clapperton reported on the recent ALES comp with Dave Pratley winning. The next 
one is on 25th Nov.  Dave has height limiters available. 

¶ Hollowback is coming up in 2 weeks time 

¶ RC Groups has a postal competition going online 
 

Training   
Has not been good so far due to inclement weather. Looking good for this weekend 
 

General Business 

¶ Out of the CASA restrictions it was reaffirmed that the height limit over the VARMS field is 
1000ô. Anthony Peate mentioned that there is a warning on CASA maps over the VARMS 
field.  Several comments about low flying aircraft around the VARMS field .It is the 
responsibility of model flyers to avoid flying into the path of full size aircraft irrespective of 
the height/location rules. 

¶ Scratch built event on this Sunday at P&DARCS 

¶ Lou showed some specials in the clothing area, beanies and a flying jacket on clearance.  
Prices will be increasing next order. 

¶ Geoff Glover handed out certificates to Bruce Perry, Peter Zambory and Geoff Hearn 

¶ Discussion on the format for the Christmas break-up. Lou suggested a catered BBQ. 
Resolved to have a catered event and move the next general meeting forward a week to 
1st Dec, combining the two.   

 

Meeting closed 9.05 pm    
 
 
 

 
 
 

Spektrum DX6 /G2 Transmitter, Mode 1 
6 Channel DSMX, fitted with NiMH (Rechargable) batteries, special charger setup, manual, new 
SD Memory Card* and Neckstrap. Original packaging. In ñas newò condition. Only a few hours in 
house use. * Essential item to get Radio registered and obtain firmware updates. This is same 
specification as used in VARMS Training Master Transmitters, completely up to with latest 
firmware. Excellent chance to upgrade from Spektrum 5 and 6i Transmitters.   
       $160 
Spektrum DX6 /G3 Transmitter, Mode 1 
Latest version DSMX, with diversity antennas.  Has only been trialled, very good range. Fitted 
with NiMH  batteries, special charger, manual, new SD Memory Card see note above, in ñas new 
conditionò , completely up to date with latest firmware.  $200   
 
Max Haysom, 9801 3899/0414 679 620 

For Sale            Max Haysom    
         

maas.org.au
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A great outing notwithstanding that the wind was never óstraight on to the slopeô, but we got by 
reasonably well. 
 

I stayed at the Creswick motel and having wandered up there on Saturday, had lunch, booked 
into motel and went to the Mountain. On arriving at the top found I was the only one there until I 
did a U turn and saw the herd over on the East peak, flying in a north/norôeasterly, and having fun 
of course. 
 

Most had a meal at the usual pub that night and re-gathered 
the next day on the West side amongst all the ironmongery, 
still with the wind to the right of north but capable of coping 
with Ricoôs and similar, well, up until about lunch time 
anyway.  After that, it was a constant matter of strong wind 
pulses and then getting very light and quiet so a lot of model 
changes were necessary.  About twoôish conditions were 

very light, some had returned to the East hill just in case things were better but not too sure how 
they coped ï I went back home to Melbourne having had a very nice time even though I had a 
mid-air that severely dented a wing and also a bad landing that busted a wing tip, but all minor 
flesh wounds that will be quickly fixed and should heal very nicely.   
 
Hopefully the Mt óHô fun fly will remain on the calendar on a constant basis.  
 

 

Fun Slope Day            Des Bayliss    
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Mr Ed asked for some words so here goes......What the hell is he on about this time do I hear a 
few of you mumble....well its simple really and itôs all to do with ñThe Menôs Shedò who have got 
us the use of a couple of basketball stadiums and permission to fly our 1S powered indoor models 
(3.7 volts..... WOW!!!). Bored already well have a squiz at the pics of some of the planes, then 
decide. 
  
Check out their website for more accurate info  http://www.indooraviation.com/ as to where and 
when we fly. You do the investigating ....far more gooderer than me waffling on. 
 
Models range from stick and tissue with a big lacker band up front that is way too testicle for this 
little black duck, right up to ready-made scale planes that fly superbly, or rather as well as you 
trim them....your choice. In reality itôs up to its up to you how much you want to spend and in all 
seriousness that can be as little as ????  Or as much as ****..... 
 
Come and see what we do and make up your own mind. We have some very good talkers !!!. 
Beginners up to expert we have even got a few who insist, session after session after session, in 
trying to expand the size of the basketball stadium by moving the walls. They seem to enjoy it..... 
so why worry? 
 
All of the models run on a 1S battery and will give long running times depending on your use of 
the frottle.  
 
Starting with the really slow flying Vapor 
series (the Mini Vapour got wet and shrunk!) 
These really are the best for beginners and 
larrikins cos they bounce off walls and floors 
and are incredibly strong...No, donôt larf cos 
they will loop and roll with the best and I 
guarantee that once you own one you wonôt 
part with it. Christmas fun coming up so 
mine is being repaired as I write this, why 
....because I wore the motor out by over-
use.  
 
 

 
Then we graduate up to the 
Ember style which are now as 
scarce as henôs teeth, although 
there is an imported clone 
variety that flies almost as well. 
These are a bit faster and more 
manoeuvrable than the Vapor 
and still take a fair old bit of 
bonking and all on Ruddy-
Elevator.  
 

Playing with our toys .....indoors                                 Colin Smith 
         

http://www.indooraviation.com/
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Next on the list is a series of ready to fly rudder elevator scale models and then scaleyôs with 
waggley bits on their wings right up to the big beast with 4 motors (B-17). Designing and creating  
your own variants can be great fun especially sorting them out to fly properly.  
All run on a tiny little square 4 channel brick which contains two linear servos an ESC and 
connections for two other plug in servos, all on DSM2 /X.  

 

 
 

All of the above have waggley bits on their wings and all fly slow enough when trimmed right. Stearman is 
my fav ....so far 

 
 

 
L to R; Fokker is by Ares...lovely looking and lightweight kit but the radio is CRAP - way too sensitive and 
no feel to the sticks. T'was quite hard to rip it out and put a DSM2 brick inside but flies good now. The  
Spacewalker is a fantastic RTF from Horizon Hobbies or Eflite......binds to my JR radio with its orange 
brick in the back. Junkers D1 is scratchbuilt using Mite wings.....flies well and was good fun to make and 
fettle. All are just Rudder Elevator and frottle on the motor. 

 
As well as the ready to fly models there is a good range of CNC balsa/ply kits which Ron Hickman 
has made most of them and they fly ..... Well, ask Ron heôs flown em not me.  
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Mid airs do occur but due to the lightness and slowish speed there are very few ñcatastrophesò 
and they usually occur when only two planes are in the air....much the same as on the slope! 
 

 
The Lightning is a real blast to fly and does lovely scale take off and landings as well as being able to fly 
slowish enough for the hall....love it and its still available via Amazon I think. The big beast B-17 is really 
too fast even at slow speed for indoors and too small for my old eyes when outdoors but it does fly well. 
Even on a 1Sx 750 battery. You just have to balance it and set it up properly which sadly most people 
donôt do. 

Lastly, my Butterfly or ornithopter.... "wham bang thank you maam" radio system with one of those 
magnetic actuator  things on rudder only. Takes a bit of perseverance to keep it in the air but is a 
great fun toy to have flapping about. Not too shabby for under $40 delivered and is Epp so almost 
unbreabable. Where else but banggood of course.  

 
My favourite plaything is an ornithopter called a butterfly.....triffik fun at under $40 delivered 

 
 

  Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Below are the places for ñstuffò and again do your own investigating:- 
 

www.banggood.com .....just about everything from cnc kits to radios 
www.micronwings.com ....fantastic site full of info and ideas plus good quick service 
www.xc-rc.com.au ....local in Melbourne. Stocks good range, even balsa glider kits and Guillows 
stick-n-tissue kits. Xerxes (Zerk-sees) will get it in 
www.hyperionaustralia.com.au....David Pratley has some in stock, check his website 
www.metrohobbies.com.au ....also stocks some, again check website 
www.modelsandhobbies4u.com.au.....again check website 
 

Scratch building is an art and we do have a few creators at both venues.....a lump of Depron, a 
DSM2 brick, motor prop combo, bit of wire for the undercarriage and small amount of carbon fibre 
for control rods and add a dob of coloured stuff and in my case you end up with  a disastrously 
painted WW1 Junkers D1, but it donôt arf fly good. 
 

Thatôs about it...itôs not the darkside (power) but enjoyable all the same. The basketballers have 
even provided us with a carrier landing strip between the two courts and as our Pres (Mr C) would 
say .....òitôs all good funò 
 

TTFN .....Colin Smith 
 

 

 

 
    
 

This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance. 
 

1. Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric 
motor. If using electric launch, then switch off motor. 
 

2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the 
motor is allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed. 
 

3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a 
rectangle 15x4 metres.  The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The 
VARMS landing ropes are easiest to use for this. 
 

4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made 
to achieve the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.  
 

5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording. 

 

Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152 
 

Pilotôs Name 
and address  

 

Date  
 

Observerôs Name and signature 
 
 

Date Observerôs Name and signature 
 

  

VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task 

 

file:///F:/www.banggood.com
file:///F:/www.micronwings.com
file:///F:/www.xc-rc.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.metrohobbies.com.au
http://www.modelsandhobbies4u.com.au/
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Morland photo                                                                    Morland photo 

 

After one previous false start I arrived at the field around noon to be greeted by rain and poor 
visibility with a low cloud base. But as any Melbournian would know, wait 10 minutes and things 
generally change for the better. This is in fact what happened. 
 

We had eight starters for the event, with 8 
entered in class 1 and three in class 2 (three 
entries ran in both classes). 
 

All participants were able to complete the 3 
scored manoeuvres out of 6 on offer after 
release from the tug. 
 

We only managed one round as I found my 
concentration level fading.      Hearn photo 
 

I would like to thank all the members who participated in the low-key event.  
 
As indicated in previous Aspectivity issues, Certificates of placing were presented for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd in both classes. 
 

The following is a list of entrants, their models and scores: 

Class 1 Class 2 

Tim Morland Schweizer 1-26 26 Tim Morland Schweizer 1-26 27 

Anthony Peate KA-8 28 Anthony Peate Lunak 30 

Richard Birmingham Olympia 17    

Steve Malcman Piper J-3 Cub 26 Steve Malcman Piper J-3 Cub 29 

Andrew Battersby Duster 22    

Colin Kahn Waco CG4A 27    

Ron Hickman Olympia 10    

Danny Malcman K8 15    

 
Results ï Class 1 
1st Anthony Peate, 2nd Colin Kahn, 3rd Tim Morland & Steve Malcman 
 
Results ï Class 2 
1st Anthony Peate, 2nd Steve Malcman, 3rd Tim Morland  

Aerotow with a difference ï aerobatics  21/10/17 
Words by Geoff Hearn, images by Geoff and Tim Morland 

         




