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4 N Upcoming Events
NOTE NeXt April 4 |Scale Aerotow High St. Road |VARMS SG
Meeting Is at 5 F3b League #4 Diggers Rest |RCGA
Glen Waverley 100 13 Incl |Scale Aerotow Jerilderie SSA?
Primary School 12 DLG F3k #9 High St. Road [F3k
12- 26 |RC Nats (See web- [Cootamundra |[MAAA
Frlday 18119 |VMAA Trophy + F3k |State Field VMAA
. 19 Training/VARMS High St. Road [VARMS
April 3 26 |RCGA Thermal #8__|Ballarat RCGA
N 8.00pm ) May 2 |Scale Aerotow High St. Road [VARMS SG
3 F3b League #4 Diggers Rest |RCGA
EDITOR 10 (Sun) |F3k DLG #10 10.00 [High St. Road [VARMS
Deadlinel\;lc?rxnlzii/iss?srﬂe April 2 17 Training 10.00am High St. Road |VARMS /
4
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Editorial Comment O April 2009 Max Haysom
Hi Guys and Girls,

| have had no response to my call for someone to come forward and take over the role of VARMS Edi-
tor, if not immediately, then at the next AGM.

On top of this, | have had virtually no articles submitted, this month, and little else. We have almost
200 members and this represents a very poor situation. Are there no younger members out there will-
ing to give it a go? | do not believe that it is my job to ring around looking for magazine content. Over
the past 9 months | have had some photos, mostly without a covering note saying who is featured in
them. Some photos are with poor backgrounds and otherwise difficult to use in the magazine. | want
to rid myself of this task to give more time to the job of defending Briggs Field from KCC and coming
up with the best possible result for VARMS.

Site Liaison: During the past month | have had further contacts with the Knox City Council re the
Basketball Complex and our Briggs field. Because of the state of the economy and the recent bush-
fires, it would appear that no (State and Federal Govt.) decisions have been made re loan / grant appli-
cations by Knox City Council. The matter was not on the March 2009 KCC meeting agenda and the
minutes contain no mention in this regard.

I have made contact with the Knox Ratepayers Association and they want to meet with us, and other

bodies, after Easter, re the Knox City Council and their extensive spending plans on projects such as
the Sporting Complex. Some good may eventually come out of this even if it comes down to a ratepayel
petition to the council / council management and we are required to participate

Enjoy the read!

Max
Ccontents .
— Please send articles and photos
2 Editorial Comment for
3 Presidentdés Repo|ft Publicationin Aspectivity to:
4 State Thermal Champs Report _ o
- Editor, Aspectivity
5 Ditto plus VARMS Trophy Report
6 VARMS Trophy/Mowing Roster mmhaysom@bigpond. net.au
7 Event calendar/Joke Publication deadline next issue
8 Back page April 29, 2009
9 The Keyboard
10 Your frequency key should have your full name
11 written clearly on it so that you can be easily
recognisedand contacted in case of a fre-
12 guency clash. Mobile phone number on your
key is a good idea too. Members with 2.4 GHz
13 radio sets should still insert a standard key in
the appropriate section of the keyboard.
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Presi dent 6&ApMR20p9% r Colin Collyer

Well, here we are , April all readyAnd the April VARMS meeting 1 WEEK EARLY,
on APRIL the 3rd o
April is the busy month for me, an aerotow at Briggs Field, 2 f/f events and a VMAA g
trophy event at the State Field, and it is often the best month of the year for nice "
weather, not so good for slope soaring. E
So, first off, the VMAA Trophy is looking like we will have a full field. Well done to
those involved, and hopefully we can also field a goodly amount of supporters. The VMAA Trophy is
great event for showing off the "spirit" of the club, supporting those competing ( and sometimes
waaaaay out of their comfort zones) and also having a modelling day (or days) out. Also a great oportu-
nity to check out the State Field, | know the F3j guys were impressed when they held the State Champs
there a week, or 2, ago. | hear the quickest way out there is out past Tulla airport, thru Sunbury, and fol
low the map. About 75 Min. And yes, car pooling would be a good idea.

Last meeting we discussed where new pilots might go when they come out of training, and some good
ideas were bandied about. The VARMS trophy is looking to be a good stepping stone, and if we keep
getting support from the experienced pilots, they will soon become familiar with those elusive thermals.
And from my experience, the fun is more important than winning. Perhaps sometimes we should open
the event up to some bigger models, still wooden off course, and these could be used in the RCGA
League, where VARMS are to put up a prize for the rest of this years events. More details when they
are worked out, but | would envisage just adding the man on man scores together from each round.....
More later

And leading on from this, David Hipperson showed me a similar format for electric glider, that has
some motor and battery restrictions, and is a gliding comp.... not a climbing comp.l think its a great
Idea, my kind of model in fact. David has promised an article on the subject, with a list of some of the
available motors and speedies and where to get them, and maybe some useful models. My only sugge
tion is that maybe we can have a list of "approved" foamies, you know, them thingies with the curled up
tips. Not sure if they would be competative, but may get people flying.

Which leads me to TLG's... they seem to have developed mighty quick, the pointy end seems quite
pointy, and their performance is amazing, but | ask myself.... do we need an entry level class here too....
2 channel wooden, like Geoff Trone's model

All 3 of these idea's lend themselves to "club build's", perhaps with lazer cutting and some build
nights.

The club web site....... '‘Under new management " Steve Tester put his hand up at the last meeting ar
has taken over the job of web master on our site. Welcome Steve, | hope you get a lot of satisfaction
from the job. And Thank You, Henryk, you took us from a club that only half heartedly wanted a web
site to a club that now uses a web site for it's information to members. You should be very proud.

And finally some "at the field" stuff. Firstly, the fire danger has eased, so cars are allowed back on the
field to load and unload. Thanks for your cooperation, | know it was a pain, but far less painful than
starting a fire.

And on the subject of pain... | watched a helicopter "taxi" in the pits. | was near the shed, and the pilot
was on the left, the heli in the middle about chest high, and some fixed wing pilots on the right. Let me
tell you a tru story....A few years ago, VARMS had a member named Mike Christoff (Where are you
now mike) who was flying a heli from his back porch. It went wrong, and Mike put his arms up to pro-
tect his face. That got Mike a trip to emergency, and 80 stitches in his for arm. Like most safety, the
"taxing" in the pits needs other things to go wrong before it becomes hazardous, but just thinking now its
already breaking the 30mtr rule, so if the stuff did hit the fan..... no, lets not go there. The safety lesson
is just that. It's not an attack on the perpetrator, it's a highlighting of practices that can lead to more dan-
gerous issues.

On that note...... Lets go flying

Col
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Victorian State Thermal Championships March 21 /2 2009 Gerry Carter

Hi All,

The Vic State Championships were run over two days this year and that gave us a great variety of con-
ditions in which to test our skills.

On Saturday the northerly winds were in the 35kph to 40kph range all day and, being downwind of a
tall line of trees, turbulence on landing approach often made landing accurately very difficult. Only
Darrel Blow managed to gain a landing bonus on every flight. The wind was so strong that Graham
Norman, with mainly light weather gliders, elected not to fly rather than risk them and Mike Richardson
retired after Round 4. There was a lot of winch line broken (eg | broke three lines) and some model
damage. However, there was good lift around and if you could find it and follow it downwind you could
do well.

We flew seven rounds, on Saturday, and at the end of the day Darrel Blow was in the lead followed by
Daniel Haskell and Theo Arvanitakis.

Sunday started with a gentle northerly but after about an hour this changed by 180 degrees to a south-
erly so we had to change our winch lines around end to end before continuing.

Conditions were much more pleasant. Graham Norman took up the challenge and Bernie Sizer joined
the competition after having had a prior commitment on the Saturday. Lucky man of the day was Greg
Potter. He was caught out a long way downwind and landed near the far boundary of the property to

the north. His model was completely undamaged! o

After 12 rounds, although we didn't know it at the time, the leaders had changed positions. Darrel Blow
was in the lead with Theo Arvanitakis 43 points behind (out of about 10,000) and Daniel Haskell 200
points behind. So moving into the 13th round things were very close.

In a difficult flight (there weren't many that weren't difficult), Darrel was up against a very determined
Jim Houdalakis. Jim had won all his flights so far on this day and unfortunately for Darrel this was no
exception. Jim's win cost Darrel the points he needed to stay ahead and win the Championship. In his
flight Theo flew a long way, low and downwind to eventually manage to gain the 1000 points that he
needed to take the lead and the Championship.

So the final rankings in the Victorian Thermal Soaring Champion 2009 were:
First place- Theo Arvanitakis (10861)

Second placeDarrel Blow (10732)

Third place- Daniel Haskell (10694)

Overall a memorable competition fought out in very challenging conditions. The pilots greatly appreci-
ated the benefit of the great facilities with breakfast catered by members of the Northern Flying Group
and later on, a great lunch. The RCGA also appreciated the assistance of the VMAA with the height
clearance required for the weekend. It was good to have pilots join in from Mildura (Darrel Blow and
Garry Whitfield) and also for South Australia (Greg Potter).

Gerry Carter

President
RCGA
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VARMS TROPHY Sunday February 22

Report by Alan Mayhew

A perfect light wind sunny day saw the start of flying for 18 pilots. 4 winches were used for launching in
an open, fly when you are ready format. The task was 4min. with a landing square bonus of 30 points.
At first winds were very light. Both lift and sink were strong and at times 1min. of pure sink was all that
could be found. Later a sea breeze came in and the lift was reduced for a time. Once the thermal patterr

re-established, 4 min. was again fairly easy to achieve. All pilots seemed to enjoy the day and a good
deal of help was given between members.

Results were:
Theo Arvanitakis 1074

Alan Mayhew 1045
Brett Anthony 1012
Geoff Trone 960

Jamie Mc Pherson 942
Roger Stevenson 898

Leon Carlos 858
Ross Peasley 763
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Garry Mc Dougall
lan Slack

Peter Cossins
Phillip Rechter
Robert Mumford
Lew Rodman
David Weller
Barry De Kuyper

751
706
699
691
654
580
520
185
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