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1968 

The Committee 

President  Peter Prussner  Secretary  Alan Villiers 

Treasurer  Ray Datodi  Editor   Alan Villiers/John Marriott 

Contest Director Lew Abbott  Safety Officer  John Chidzey 

Canteen  Brian Condon  (Assistants to S.O.) Peter Mather/Bob Cooper 

 

The VARMS Inaugural Committee at work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Feb 1968 - Mt. Hollowback, Ballarat.  

Aspectivity Issue 32 of January 1973 indicates 

that Peter Prussner advertised locally in Ballarat 

& Melbourne Hobby shops for a soaring meeting 

that drew 200 people to Mt Hollowback 

(Ballarat), many with models that were used to 

provide flying demonstrations. 

 

14th April 1968 - The Bald Hill, (Mt Bacchus), 

Bacchus Marsh. The Association formed, named 

& Committee elected as per above, (Effectively, 

this was the FIRST General Meeting). 

Victoria's first radio controlled model slope 

meeting as per poster (See Ed.77/Feb77 for 

poster) 

(See Aspectivity issue No 70/July 1976 for 

reminiscence of the creation of VARMS). 
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Special news sheets also issued to indicate flying meetings specifically for models without 

"audible" means of support" as per the following list:- 

Slope Soaring Rally 14
th
 April 1968, (The Bald Hill), Mt Bacchus, Bacchus Marsh 

Flying day, Sunday 23rd June 1968,  Fisherman's Beach, Torquay. 

 

As at June 31 1968, VARMS had 40 members 
 

Slope Soaring Meeting 15
th
 September 1968, Yaloak Vale 

Slope Soaring meeting, Sunday 13
th
 October 1968Mt Bacchus, Bacchus Marsh. 

Flying Day, Sunday 27th April 1969, Beveridge (Mt Fraser) 

Flying Day, Sunday 25th May 1969 at Yalloak Vale. 

Flying Day, Sunday 22nd June 1969, at Yalloak Vale. 

A Flying Weekend - December 6 & 7 1969 at Philip Island. 

 

Association magazine was "V.A.R.M.S. OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER", first issued (No. 1) July 

1968.  The following was also included in the first newsletter. 

 

Minutes of General Meeting - June 1968 

 

This meeting was held at the Railways Institute Buildings in Flinders Street on June 21
st
, 1968. 

 The meeting was opened at 8.30 p.m. by the President Mr. P. Prussner, who welcomed 

everyone present. 

 The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read. 

Proposed Mr. McLeod  Seconded Mr. Druce 

 

Inwards Correspondence 

 A letter from General Accident Insurance Company for individual single accident insurance 

of $20,000 for a premium of $2.48 per annum. 

 The matter of insurance was felt to be too important to decide on the basis of one quote so 

that it was moved by Mr. Chidzey and Seconded by Mr. Mather that it be left to a meeting. 

 

General Business 

1. Election of two Office Bearers ï Public Relations Officer and Safety Officer. 

 As there were no nominations of Public Relations Officer this position on the Committee 

was left vacant for the time being.  For the position of Safety Officer four nominations were 

received.  However, after some discussion it was decided that we should have one Safety Officer 

and two or three assistants so that the safety officer can be relieved of his duties in the event of his 

being unable to attend a meeting or while he was flying. 

 For the position of Safety officer it was moved by Mr. Learmont and Seconded by Mr. 

Druce that Mr. Chidzey be safety Officer and Messrs Mather and Cooper act as assistants.  This was 

passed unanimously. 

2. Membership Rules 

 This matter was discussed at length and it was decided to leave until a further meeting, the 

matter of a constitution and other general association rulings. 

 However, it was felt by both the Committee and members present that the Committee would 

exercise its powers as an executive committee and it should not have to refer to the full membership 

for a decision on matters affecting the running of the association.  It was decided to adopt this 

manner of operating for this year in order to expedite the current program. 

 

3. Treasurers Report 

 The Treasurer Mr. Datodi outlined the Committeeôs views on fees.  It was proposed that 

there be a $1.00 joining fee for Senior and $2.00 per annum subscription rate.  For Juniors the 
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joining fee will be 50C and annual subscription rate of $1.00 

 It was decided by the Treasurer to operate an interest bearing cheque account which would 

require two or three office bearerôs signature. 

 

4. Affiliation Fees 

 Mr McLeod raised the issue of separate Affiliation Fees.  After some discussion this 

question was left with the Committee to find other contacts for information regarding the practice of 

other clubs and associations in this field. 

 The above question raised by the Treasurer of separate entry fees, annual subscription and 

the necessity of a rate for Juniors was put in the form of a motion by Mr. Learmont and Seconded 

by Mr. Chidzey ï was carried unanimously. 

 

5. Likely Association Activities 

 The following of the meeting as expressed by those in attendance was that the following 

activities would be of interest: 

 (a)  General Flying Days 

 (b)  Competition Days 

  Consisting of: 

   (i)  Spot Landings 

   (ii)  Nominated Time flights 

   (iii)  Five minute maximum Aerobatic flights (Spin, loop, spot.) 

   (iv)  Touch and Go 

   (v)  Limbo 

  

 The meeting felt that the committee should issue a Flying Calendar. 

 It was decided that Sunday was a most suitable day and that the second Sunday of each 

month would be a normal Flying Day (VARMS day).  This was moved by Mr. Chidzey and 

Seconded by Mr Cooper. 

 It was moved by Mr. Mather and seconded by Mr. Druce that the alternate months flying 

day be devoted to competitions. 

 Members suggested the following sites as being suitable for investigation of the Committee 

as future prominent flying areas: Wonga Park, Eltham, Mt. Holden ï Sunbury, Beveridge, 

Torquay, Yallock Vale, Werribee Gorge, Bald Hill ï Mt. Bacchus. 

 

 This concluded the formal business of the evening.  Members then relaxed to watch films of 

Slope Soaring by Mr. Learmont and a film by the President ï Mr. Prussner which was accompanied 

by a taped commentary, was most enthusiastically applauded by all present. 

 It was a most professional presentation.  After the conclusion of the film show the President 

thanked all those for their attendance and closed the meeting at approximately 10.50 p.m. 

*oooo000oooo* 

 

In the First Newsletter was the following 2 items of correspondence: 

NEWS from TASMANIA 

 Fred Stevens writes telling of his present plans.  He is a modeller with 41 years of 

experience and is just moving into radio soaring with a semi scale Foka 6' 8" at 14 oz. sq. ft. with 

OS API gear on board.  He would like to know of scale plans that are available.  Please write to 

indicated address. 

 

NEWS from SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Mal Pring writes quote "Had a big break through on the slope, using 1500 Deacs for long life.  I had 

a flight of 3 hours 2 minutes, which is a new unofficial S. A. record.  Batteries will go for 4 1/2 

hours, ..... good luck.   Mal. 
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General News 

New models to be seen shortly - according to the grapevine : 

Ralph Tabley  Vulture Own design T Tail 

Peter Prussner  Royalist Own design T Tail 

Alan Villiers  Arrow  Scale fibre glass fuse. 

Ray Datodi  Vulture Foam wings, T Tail 

The first magazine also contained the 'first' advertisement for a hobby shop - Central Hobby Centre, 

Princes walk, Melb. (Les Heap) 

 

Margaux Claughton (Nee Condon) welcomed into VARMS (No 33) 

 

Competition categories: Single channel, Reeds, Proportional and Single & Multi surface. 

 

An invitation extended to VARMS by Mal Pring to attend the S.A. Slope Championships on 31 

August & 1 September 1968.  Events to be: Towline launch, Power Assist. launch, Pylon, 

Aerobatics & Limbo. 

Those electing to attend were: 

Peter Prussner  John Marriott  Ralph Tabley  Alan Villiers 

Ray Datodi  David Villiers  Neil McLeod  Ralph Learmont 

Margaux Condon Alan Willis  Brian Condon  Roger Druce 

 

D & D.A.R.C.S. 2nd Annual Fly-In featured an aero-tow of Stan Barton's 'Impala' by Keith Follett's 

power model. 

 

MODEL REVIEW 

Heard and seen on the Hill: 

Most realistic machine  Peter Prussner "Zefir" 

Pilot with most air time  Alan Griffith 

Most unusual Model   Barry Angus "Deltair" 

Most popular Model   Foka 

Largest Model    Peter Prussner "Aurora" - 14ft. 

Smallest Model   Brian Woods "Wizard of Ozz" 
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PROPOSED RULES & REGULATIONS FOR FUTURE COMPETITION EVENTS 

(From VARMS OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER No 4, March 1969) 

1. AEROBATICS 

 Each model allowed 5 minutes to complete pattern. 

 A. Classification of Models 

  (i) Rudder only 

  (ii)  Intermediate (Reeds, Galloping Ghost, Cascade systems, Filters) 

  (iii)  Full proportional control. 

 

 B. PATTERNS 

  (i) Spins -Singular or consecutive - Max. of  3 - 20 points poss. 

  (ii)  Loops -       "                   "                 "     "    2 - 15 points poss. 

  (iii)  Rolls        "                   "                 "     "    2 - 15 points poss. 

  (iv) Inverted - 3 seconds minimum  - 10 points poss. 

  (v) Stall turns - maximum of 2   - 10 points poss. 

  (vi) Spot Landing (Inclusion depending on weather)     (See 4 below) 

 

2. PYLON EVENTS 

 Pylons generally 100 yards apart. 

 A. Classification of Models 

  (i) Rudder only 

  (ii)  The rest - (i.e. 1.A.(ii) and (iii) above, combined) 

 B.  Patterns 

  (i) PYLON RACE 

   (a) The start shall take place from the left at the left hand pylon.  All  

   contesting models to be in the air before the one minute count down. 

   (b) After the starting signal a model begins its laps by passing the left pylon 

   flying towards the right pylon. 

   (c) A lap is defined as from the outside of the left pylon, along the slope, past 

   the right pylon and back to the left pylon.  Planes do not have to fly around 

   the pylon - only past them. 

   (d) Each plane should have some distinct differentiating marking on it;  

   frequency colours where frequency flags are waving by pylon officials to  

   signal passing the pylon. 

   (e) Models may be relaunched if they become grounded through lack of wind 

   or/etc.  Relaunching to be carried out only by pilot or his official assistant. 

   (f) Official assistant is to be previously nominated signal caller and lap  

   counter. 

   (g) A set number of laps for the event will be determined prior to the event 

   depending on the prevailing conditions. 

  (ii)  PYLON TIME TRIALS 

   (a) The start shall be by hand launch at the time of the starting signal. 

   (b) The duration of the event shall be 5 minutes. 

   (c) Laps shall be counted to the last half lap. 

   (d) All other relevant rules as for PYLON RACE shall apply to this event. 

 

3. LIMBO EVENT 

 Event conducted under streamer or similar, suspended between 2 pylons.  Pylon  

 separation depending on weather conditions. 

 A. Classification of Models 

      As for Aerobatics. 
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B. Rules. 

  (i) Model must pass under streamer and avoid contact with ground and streamer. 

  (ii) The streamer is lowered after each round. 

  (iii) Solid contact with the ground while attempting manoeuvre or breaking streamer 

  disqualifies contestant. 

  (iv) Winner shall be the pilot whose plane navigates the smallest gap successfully. 

 

4. SPOT LANDING 

 Spot will be marked by Contest Director. 

 A. Classification 

      At discretion of Contest Director/Committee. 

 B. Rules 

  (i) Each model shall have an event time of a minimum of one minute and maximum 

  of five minutes. 

  (ii) Object is to land as close to the spot as possible. 

  (iii) A possible of 20 points to be awarded for approach and landing position. 

  (iv) Crash landing on the spot will render the competitor liable to disqualification. 

The Contest Director and/or Committee reserve the right to adjust all or part of the rules to suit a 

particular condition or circumstance. 

 

OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER - Issue Number 2, Oct. 1968 indicates the fee structure was:- 

Annual subscriptions at $1.00 joining fee and $2.00 per annum (Juniors under 16, 50c & $1.00 

respectively.) 

 

AERO-TOWING -VARMS Official Newsletter No. 2 - October 1968. 

Committee members viewed some flying sites on the Mornington Peninsula recently for the 

December 15th Competition Day (very promising), then travelled to Dandenong to see some of the 

events at the D & D.A.R.C.S. 2nd Annual Fly-In.  Special interest was centered on the aero-tow of 

Stan Barton's 'Impala' by Keith Follett's power model.  I was a little disappointed with what I saw 

and the commentary given for the glider's flight didn't enthuse for our association. 

 Take a length of rubber, as long as you can afford, attach to tail of any tug plane and the 

other end to the glider, release tug, wait for tension on rubber, release glider which virtually 

catapults into the air.  I suppose it's one way to get up there!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 -69 Membership  

ð 68 Members  
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1969 - 70 
The Committee 

President  Ray Datodi  Secretary  Alan Villiers 

Treasurer  Ralph Tabley  Editor   John Marriott 

Contest Director Peter Prussner  Safety Officer  John Chidzey 

Social Secretary Brian Condon 

Annual General Meeting scheduled for Friday 27th June 1969 

Honorary (Life) Membership conferred on Peter Prussner 

Association magazine (Tri monthly) named "HIGH ASPECT", first issue July 1969, a seeming 

innocent item from this magazine- 

TO HEAR OR NOT TO HEAR. 

 The problem of communication on the slope has been solved with the purchase of the loud 

hailer.  Discussion before purchase re its volume brought forth the statement that its power was at 

least 1 1/2 'PRINGS'.  Suitable indeed! (Possibly a reference to an Associate member from South 

Australia). 

 

Also from the same magazine an emphatic reference to Digital Proportional R/C equipment- 

TRADES NOTES 

 Latest commercial gear comes from FUTABA.  This Digital Proportional system 

comprising four servos (FP31's), gimbal joysticks, and a special light-weight holder for pen cell 

batteries (for lightweights).  Keith Hearne has flown for two hours on this setup with no ill effects. 

(Obviously very user friendly).  Special feature of the system is the 240V (plug straight in) battery 

charger for both Rx and Tx batteries.  All this for $399. 

And for the INSURANCE conscious flyer a policy endorsed for R. C. through Les Heap at $4.32 

for $40,000 cover, and $6.48 for $100,000 cover 

 

High Aspect Vol 2, No. 2., contained the following comments by the President, Ray Datodi; 

THE CRITICAL YEAR  
 Analysis of an organizationôs progress in its second year of existence 

is often indicative of its future potential; VARMS has entered its critical year!  

To date this year has been loaded with major events resulting in extremes of 

activity on the part of the Committee.  VARMS has seen our Newsletter 

graduate to a Magazine, and since the last issue of ñHigh Aspectò, we have 

conducted our first Annual General Meeting, our first Birthday Dinner Dance 


































































































































































































































































