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Next Meeting 
 

Friday 13th June 
 

A.G.M. 
Annual General Meeting 

 
Come and have your input into the future of the club 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  

4th July - Deadline for next edition 
 

Cover photo:  
 

Hook ‘em when young 
 

A few kids checking out the editors’ FMS Corsair at a recent work open day. 
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Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night 
Fly, food, fix 

Victoria's Home of Model Soaring 
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Greetings All.  
 
Winter arrived with a rush, hasn’t it?  I went to training this morning, and my gum boots kept 
my feet nice and dry. Under the circumstances, I think the field is doing OK, the drains seem 
to be doing their job, and the grass is green. All good. 
 
Even with the “average” weather, there has still been a lot of flying going on, both power and 
glider, electric, winches, the lot. 
 
I’m not sure how the Dawn Patrol is getting on these cold mornings, recon it would be hard 
getting out of bed ! 
 
We had a busy Committee Meeting last Monday week; some of you may be interested in 
some of the subjects. 
 

• We finalized the Club membership Form, and confirmed the fee’s for next year.  
($4 rise on last year) Also the “Joining Fee” will rise to $30.  

• We discussed the Red Shield Appeal. Only 2 collectors from VARMS  
(very disappointing) but they  collected about $200. 

• Recovering Club keys. Max will follow up on those that don’t renew with VARMS 
• Defibulator. We had a member do some extensive research, and he came up with 

some recommendations. These include some training for those that come to 
meetings, and a higher level training for a team of other interested parties. He also 
recommended a particular model, that it very automated, that most members should 
have confidence using should the need arise. (I hope we never use it) A big thanks to 
Bruce P 

• Shepparton Aero tow. Ross Bathie is keen to organize an aero tow at the Shepparton 
field.  Ross is a sometimes member of VARMS and has good connections with the 
Shepparton Club. It is early days yet, but it is a good location, and a good time of 
year is planned. More later. 

• Glenfern Rd Another group has asked the farmer for the use of Glenfern Rd slope 
site. The farmer passed the letter on to Lindsay Henderson. Lindsay will approach 
this other group to find out their thoughts and requirements. We may even gain some 
members from them. 

• We also decided the “Clubman of the Year and the Gentleman’s Award, to be handed 
out at the AGM. 

 
And speaking of AGM’s it would be nice if someone stood for Vice President, I am not going 
to be President forever, and it would be nice for someone to know the ropes ,so to speak. 

 
 
  

The President                                                          Colin Collyer 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Meeting commenced 20:00 with approximately 55 members in attendance  
 

Apologies:  Colin Smith, Max McCullough, Ian Slack, Max Haysom, Andrew Allen,  
Dave Weller, Bill Eunson, Spiros Gretelianos  

 

New Members: Dave Baldry  
 

Visitors:  Mick Molloy  
 

Minutes of the April meeting as published in Aspectivity were accepted. Moved by Gary 
McDougall seconded by Robert Kassel  
 

Presidents Report  
• Reminder to members of the invite to Model Engines Wednesday 28th May @7:30pm  
• Bendigo Gliding club are holding an Aerotow and bonfire on Saturday 28th June  
• Volunteers are required to collect on behalf of VARMS for the Red Shield Appeal 23rd, 

24th & 25th May  
• Volunteers are needed to fill small holes in the runway  
• The committee recommend the club purchase two heaters for the clubroom @$350. 

Motion passed 54 for, 1 against  
• Members note that CASA are targeting illegal use of drones  

 

Treasurers Report  
Approximately $600 will be spent to purchase additional club keys  
 

Secretary  
• Correspondence out: Letter to Cr. David Cooper and Robert Morton (Knox Council) for 

assistance and attendance at our display day  
• Correspondence in minutes of April VMAA executive meeting  

 

Event Reports  
• Gary McDougall reported on a very successful Jerilderie meeting with fine weather, a 

good turn up and some fine models.  
• Training: Lindsay Henderson reported numbers down a little but this is to be expected 

at this time of year.  
• Col Collyer expressed our thanks to Graham Sullivan for organising our team for the 

VMAA Trophy event and a good time was had by all.  
 

General Business  
A reminder from John Gottschalk about the social night to be held at the Knox Club on Sunday 
15th June  
 

Show & Tell  
• David Pratley showed off some of the new products on the market with a couple of 

flying wing ARF' s that looked pretty good value and a new tiny Radian that will surely 
be very popular, both indoor and park flyer.  

• Tim Morland showed off his progress with a scratch built Reaper which should be 
popular with the slope fraternity and a good fuselage jig to make the build fast and 
accurate.  

 

Meeting closed 21:20 

May 2014 General Meeting Minutes                      Andrew Allen 
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Flying Event Calendar 
Name Date/s Location Further Info 

General Meeting 13/6/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
VARMS Scale Aerotow 14/6/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Open winch 15/6/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
VARMS Training (10am) 22/6/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Bendigo Bonnie 28 – 29/6/14 Bendigo Gliding club See ad this page 
VARMS Open winch 29/6/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training (10am) 6/7/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
General Meeting 11/7/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 12/7/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
 
 

 
Bendigo aerotow/bonfire/spit roast 

 
Bendigo Gliding Club, Borough Rd, Raywood 3570 

Melways Ref 621 D8 
 

There will be room in the glider hangers (carpeted floor) to sleep in your sleeping bags, 
however a pillow and cover blanket is recommended, there is shower facilities. 

 
Aerotowing will continue on Sunday morning, until after lunch. 
 
Cost of the dinner will be $25.00, it will be worth it and the bonfire probably the biggest 
on this side of Texas. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 4th 
Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is around 
8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover 
costs.  
 
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along their 
projects to present to the gathering.  Also there may be discussion on technical matters related 
to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good 
time to sort out any problems. 
 
Max Haysom 9801 3899 
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Well we have all heard the stories of Lipo batteries catching fire. Well here is my tale of woe. 
 

The warning signs were there as this battery was charged only once before use and after the 
first flight this brand new Nano-Tech battery showed a small amount of puffing. As it was only 
a small amount it did not register the battery had a problem. So to help rectify this I placed it in 
the fridge for 24hrs and then put it on my tester.  
 

It showed 4S, not 3S and only 2.2 volts. Thinking there may have been a balance lead 
problem I checked it with a multimeter and showed 9.6V. Putting it on the balance charger it 
would not charge so I charged it at 1.8Amp. 
 

Within 15 minutes of charge time it exploded into flame, I pulled it off a bench and threw it onto 
a concrete floor and poured a bucket of water on it. I also had available two extinguishers at 
arm’s reach if the water did not work.  
 

 
 
 

    From this              to this in less than a minute 
 

There are a number of items within a 1 metre radius that are now blackened that are going to 
take some serious cleaning to bring back to pristine condition.  
 
 
Editors’ note: 
 

            
 

$2                                                                $22 
 

Hendo’s sob story raises an important safety issue. Please use some sort of fire protection 
system when charging Lipo batteries. The two I’ve shown above are from Hobby King and for 

the price are really cheap insurance. 

Lipo batteries                                                                 Lindsay Henderson 
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So far 32 people intend to come along. By the 12th of June the total number of participants   
has to be passed on to the Knox Club management. After registration at the reception we will 
be gathering at the Bistro-Cafe of the KNOX CLUB, corner of Stud and Boronia Rds, Wantirna 
on Sunday, the 15th of June, from 6 pm onwards. Current members please wear your VARMS 
membership tag. Guests and ex members will be issued with name tags at the venue. 
 
Looking forward to see you there--best wishes     John Gottschalk    
 
joachimaviator@gmail.com, Tel : 03 97636284 

 
 

 
 

For Sale 
Deceased Estate item. New ARTF Habicht, 2600mm span. All markings have been applied at 
the factory. Assembly instructions supplied. Model purchased through a local retailer.  
$200 ONO 
 
Contact Geoff Hearn 97293889 
 
Wanted 
Southern Sailplanes Ricochet fuselage, prefer untouched but happy to discuss any condition 
or complete Ricochet glider... please respond to John Tonks in Adelaide at: 
jats67@internode.on.net 
 
New Owner Wanted 
After the rather unpleasantly exciting flight of my Weihe sailplane at Jerilderie, I tried several 
different ways to modify and tighten up the wing root arrangements and was not satisfied with 
any of them. I have finally decided to scrap the wings entirely and they are now on the Moonee 
Ponds Municipal rubbish dump in many small pieces. 
 

Having built three model Weihes during the past twenty years or so (All flew well and I believe 
one is still flying in SA) I do not want to bother any more with this one. 
 

I am left with a serviceable fuselage and tail.  
 

If anyone is interested I will give away the remaining bits which need new wings. The fuselage 
is a bit tatty but is usable and with some TLC could be fine. Three (old) servos, elevator, 
rudder, tow release, are included. 
 

If no one wants them they will follow the wings to the dump.  
 

I have my original plans on CD, so any plan printer can run off a set of plans directly.  
 

I will be away in the UK from 17th June until early August. If interested, please let me know BY 
EMAIL asap. 
martinsimons304@gmail.com 

  

Classifieds 

VARMS social event                                                                      John Gottschalk 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 

mailto:jats67@internode.on.net
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I can remember a few years ago at a Bendigo aero-tow weekend at Marong, that there were 
discussions about the possibility of VARMS having a weekend mixing it with the full size at 
Bendigo Gliding Club (BGC). Well, it has happened.  Turned out to be a good idea. 
 
VARMS took the BGC up on their kind offer and easily mixed their and our activities on the last 
weekend of November last year. The twelve or so of us who went were treated to the 
spectacle of full sized gliders being launched by winch (with about 1.5 km of wire). It was found 
to be safe and easy to mix the modelling with the full size flying on the same field. When there 
was a winch launch about to happen, we all took a break, if we weren't flying, to watch the 
spectacle. It was a surprise to see the cable break on more than a couple of occasions.  
 
We were also treated to reasonably good weather. Saturday was a day for crosswind landings 
and excellent thermals. Sunday, the breeze was just about coming straight down the north-
south runway, but I guess it did get a bit windy and hot. So we had to different days. Long high 
flights Saturday, as the breeze was light, whilst on Sunday if you wanted to go for a ride in a 
thermal, heading off downwind to the south was mandatory. 
The long flights were on Saturday, the exciting flights were on Sunday. Question to self on 
Sunday: How far and high downwind will I go? I always got back, as there were thermals to be 
found, even at 10 o'clock in the morning. 
 

 
The PW-6U in our hanger, early Sunday morning Col's Foka in fore-ground. 

 
Back to Saturday. About 12 VARMS blokes with models turned up and sort of took over a 
hanger for the day: but only after the two seat “Politechnika Warszawska PW-6U” was 
wheeled out. Having the hanger was terrific. Just imagine, the day is drawing to a close, you're 
just about all thermalled out and you are sitting well outside the hanger, in its shadow, in the 
cool – plane in the sky. The door faces east. What a good arrangement. No blazing sun in your 
face at the end of a long day, just glorious shade. So there we were, sitting outside in the 
shade having a good time in the thermals. 

The Raywood Invitational: Nov 2013                             Tim Morland 
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There was also some electric aero-tow going on. Fun Cubs with little K8s behind. Looked like 
good fun. I call it walnut scale (about 1.5m wingspan). 
 
A couple of things happened worth mentioning. Visible thermals for one. We had a few of them 
whiz past on Saturday, they were usually of the willy-willy type: (i.e. dusty column of air, like a 
tornado). Fortunately all of them missed out on sucking a model off the ground. Those things 
are potentially destructive. But there was another type. Have you seen those spherical desert 
weeds that roll along on the ground with the wind? Well, they don't necessarily stay on the 
ground. We had a boomer of a big gentle thermal (non tornado) go past, that had a whole tribe 
of such weeds in it. Maybe a thousand of them. It was enormous. It passed right by our hanger 
door. They were going every which-way – but on average UP. You could see the shape and 
extent of the thermal for maybe a couple of minutes before it moved away. Very interesting. 
The impression I have retained is that even if you are in a thermal, you could be coming down, 
as many of the seeds were. But before long the going down seeds would start going up again. 
Hmmmm. 
 
On the subject of mini tornadoes, have you ever heard of “Zlog”? I know the connection is 
tenuous at the moment, but have no fear, I shall explain. 
 
In both my Foka and Schweizer I have an electronic barograph data-logger. The two Zlogs 
keep track of my performance in the air. They record altitude versus time every 2 seconds. 
They start to tick when I turn the receiver on. I come home, download the memory into the PC 
and find out how many flights I had, how high each launch was, how many thermals, flight time 
etc. All very interesting. At least for me. 
 
This time, I was looking forward to getting home and having a close look at one particular 
flight. Not the longest, nor the highest, or the one with the most thermals – but the one when 
the aero-tow was  interrupted at about 500', half way through a launch. Tony's tug and my 
Foka parted company violently.  Neither of us botched the launch, everything was fine up until 
the moment of involuntary separation. I soon realised that we must have hit a small powerful 
thermal. A few seconds later I'm being told of a willy-willy striking the ground nearby. Not going 
there – I've got enough turbulence where I am! By jingos the Foka was going all over the 
place. A bit like those weeds I was talking about. 
 
So Tim quickly goes into thermalling mode. Analysis of the Zlog data found that I lost 20' when 
the towline parted, but then started to climb at an astonishing rate. Zlog tells me the average 
climb rate behind Tony's 1/3 scale Super Cub was 720 feet per minute (ft/min). In the thermal? 
780ft/min. I gained about 440' in 40 seconds. The initial climb taking me directly to about 990'. 
Phew! 
 
In the thermal, it was a case of sit down, shut up, and hang on! Half rolls were not unusual. I 
think the Foka eventually popped out to the side of the thermal as it (the thermal) proceeded 
from left to right. The Foka was still over to the left. So Tim starts drifting to the right and goes 
off looking for more of the same. The flight lasted about 15 minutes, but I never managed to 
get higher than that initial 1000'. Good fun though! 
 
Plenty of people “got away” on Saturday. Colin's Foka was at an impressively high altitude for 
a long time, as was Anthony's Lunak. Repeatedly. Most importantly, I don't recall any major 
damage to a glider during the weekend. However I must confess that I messed up a landing 
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with the Peate-Morland tug: getting the end of the towline snagged on a fence. Rats. More 
undercarriage repairs. Colin's Golden Eagle also did very well with a 20 minute flight. I didn't 
follow my own golden rule. Use a weak link! 
 

 
Tony makes for another good landing. Heading north, Sunday morning. 

 
Watching Gary Mac's enormous K8 going up behind Tony's little(!) 1/3 scale Super-Cub was 
quite a spectacle. Everything went pretty well too, both pilots doing a fine job. A couple of the 
modelling folks went for a “joy” flight in the PW-6U, one of them being given the experience of 
his first loop. 

 
Tony takes Ian Slack's Woodstock away. Heading north, Sunday 

 
A terrific meal was provided by the BGC blokes at the end of Saturday, and a very jovial 
atmosphere persisted until not too late. Eagles, I recall was one of the discussion topics that 
persisted, as both modelling and full sized soaring ends up with those birds causing problems. 
Try this: Mr Eagle smashes himself into the glider canopy to try and kill the pilot – twice! Or: Mr 
Eagle tries to land on the glider's wing, but the glider is flying! Silly birds. 
 
On the aerodrome, we were in radio contact with the big boys all day, each day, and 
consequently would be made aware of any movements in the area of full size aeroplanes. We 
flew where directed, when directed- no questions asked: which wasn't very often. The result of 
this was that we could go high with confidence. Blue sky was the factor that limited altitude. 
We had a bit of cloud early on Sunday which pleased me, but alas, it soon disappeared. There 
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were thermals to be had in the morning on Sunday, but as I said, the breeze would take you 
down wind a long way in a short time. Challenging conditions. 
 
Sunday was hot and windy. By about 10:00hrs a lot of people had said goodbye. The pleasant 
flying of Saturday had been blown away by a warm but strengthening 20km/h northerly  We 
were all flown out by about 11:00hrs. Going downwind in thermals had its compensations 
though, as the sun was not your eyes, but on your back. 
 
Oh yes: There was consensus on Saturday night that it would be a shame to re-run the 
weekend in exactly the same format (i.e. just for aero-towing). So next year (the last Saturday 
in November), all VARMS members will be invited to come and fly whatever they like and have 
some fun. I recommend that you mark it on your calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After our Air display a mother who 
had a child at a Blackburn 
kindergarten approached me and 
asked whether I would be 
prepared to bring along a model 
plane and give a talk about the 
plane and our hobby to a group of 
children at the centre. 
 

After agreeing to come at an 
appropriate time and date bringing 
a model along was not a problem 
but how could I fill in around half 
an hour or so talking basic 
aeronautics to a group of four year 
olds. 
 

Fortunately my wife who had 
worked in a childcare centre previously came to the rescue and suggested I take along a 
variety of small things such as props, balsa wood, pine, wheels, and other bits and pieces that 
could be talked about and handed around to touch to keep their interest up. 
 

I am happy to report that the afternoon went off very well with the Lanzo Bomber on display 
and talk about a captive audience with plenty of hands up when I asked a question or called 
for a comment also a little prompting from the coordinator made a lot of difference, which 
helped when the audience’s attention span started to waver. I was also surprised by some of 
the answers the children gave and their knowledge for four year olds. 
 

I have had the opportunity before to take models and talk to primary school kids, 
elderly citizens and now to a kindergarten. Where to next?  
  

A trip to Kindergarten                                                     Lew Rodman 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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As shown at the last VARMS meeting, I would like to elaborate on the building and flying of 
Vintage towline Gliders at VARMS.  SAM (the Society for Antique Models) have a class for 
them, but only fly them a few times a year. They are a model that could suit our club well. 
 
So, what are Vintage Gliders? They are model gliders that were flown free flight in the 40’s and 
50’s. For this article the cut of date is “pre 1952” and as such, all the models have similar 
performance. They are perfect on a calm day, and can make good use of quite light lift. They 
are useless in wind. 
 

The rules for the class are available at:  
  
http://www.maaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Australian-Rules-S5-Old-Timer-Rules-2013   
 
and are quite usable in the main, the important things to note are rib spacing, spar location and 
style ( the surface must remain as original)  and the airfoil. The biggest thing that separates the 
good model from a bad model in a lot of cases is the airfoil, and I would suggest that we may 
allow a change of airfoil if desired, but only to a Clarke Y. Such an airfoil would offer a huge 
benefit to building and strength, while still not altering the performance too much. It would 
allow many more models to become suitable subjects. If we try it and it is successful, then 
SAM may even adopt it. 
 

 

 
 

Vintage Gliders                                                                Colin Collyer 

http://www.maaa.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Australian-Rules-S5-Old-Timer-Rules-2013
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Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Martin Hopper          June (early) 
                             Robert Kassell            June (late) 

     Tim Stewart               July (early) 
                             Geoff Moore              July (late) 

     Alan Gray                    Aug (early) 
                             Graeme Hollis            Aug (late)     
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 
                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 
                             Alan Taylor                   3rd week 
                             Paul Van Tongeren     4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 
*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

22nd June & 6th July 
Training radio 

Frequencies are now 
on 2.4 GHz 

 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 
Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@VARMS.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@VARMS.org.au 
Secretary   Andrew Allen  97238303 secretary@VARMS.org.au 
Treasurer   Lindsay Henderson 97527415 treasurer@VARMS.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  9887 7885 cd@VARMS.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  9404 2157 editor@VARMS.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 
Membership Secretary  Tim Morland  97032696  membership@VARMS.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@VARMS.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@VARMS.org.au 
Webmaster   Steve Tester  9724 9728  steve@VARMS.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park 
(South Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, 
where Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for 
training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed 
before Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

http://www.varms.org.au/

