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Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night 
Fly, food, fix 
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Spring has sprung, and the field is looking nice and green, and there is not too much water 
lying around. Those that have been down there will have noticed the car parks have had a 
layer of gravel added, so much better when it rains. And there may be more to come. 
 
Fridays general meeting will be a little different. From 3.30pm onwards, the council will be 
helping US with a tree planting (in the car park, for summer shade) and a bush walk over on 
the western side. Here we will get to see their plan to propagate some of the valuable and 
rare trees that are there, and maybe see some of the rare birds that they have seen in the 
area. And we will get to discuss some of the bird life we see, and talk about the frogs and 
snakes etc. Must ask about the eagles; I haven’t seen them for a while. Hopefully, the bush 
walk will be interesting, and teach us a little more about our field. We have also been invited 
to help them with the tree planting…. More learning for the night! 
 
What else can I tell you? The Wednesday “3 F’s nights“ are getting better and better ( 3F’s, 
fly, feed, fix or build ) At present we have a Schweizer group build with Danny Malcman 
leading the way. They are about to tackle the wings, so the end may be in sight soon. We 
also have a group (of about 5 or 6) building Vintage Gliders, those that I talked about in 
recent issues of Aspectivity. Two are already flying, as they are quite simple to build and fly. 
And now, Ian Slack has a Prelude build group just started, with about 5 builders. And I think 
Alan Mayhew has a serious thermal trainer about to get under way.  This is all great news, as 
it is teaching members the lost art of “I built this myself“.  
 
Also, in mid October we will have a UAV group doing some training at our field. They will be 
using the heli area for 2 days. Please watch and observe from a distance, as they have work 
to do. Feel free to ask me questions. 
 
What else….? Oh yeah…. I wish the last to use the charging benches would turn them off 
when they are finished. Oh yeah… I wish people would put things back where they get them, 
I am forever putting the winches away properly! Oh, and one more thing… the dishes do not 
wash themselves! 
 
Well, that’s about all for me, don’t forget the winch days (alternate Sundays to training) and 
the tree planting /bush walk on the Friday before the meeting (Friday the 12th September) 
  
Have fun with the thermals 
 
Col 
 
 

 
 
  

The President                                                      Colin Collyer 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Meeting commenced 20:00 with approximately 45 members in attendance  
 
Apologies  
Colin Smith, Robert Kassel, Keith Schneider, Frank Nielsen  
 
New Members  
Brian Laughton, Ian Lennox, Ross Bathie, Wayne Clapton  
 
Visitors 
nil  
 
Minutes of the July meeting as published in Aspectivity were accepted. Moved by Ian Slack 
seconded by Jack Bhalla  
 
Defibrillator Training  
A brief overview video of the defibrillator was screened that showed how simple and foolproof 
the clubs new defibrillator unit is to use. This will be shown again at the next meeting and 
followed up with a practical session run by a qualified nurse at the October meeting  
 
Meet & Greet  
Colin conducted a member meet & greet with Mike Vigilante & Rodney Savage.  
Mike was a VARMS member from 1976 – 1984. After a break a few years break he became 
involved with large electric power models and has returned to VARMS to enjoy gliding, 
electric models and the friendly club environment.  
Rodney also has some history with VARMS with his father being one of the early members. 
Rodney has returned to the hobby after a long break.  
 
Presidents Report  

• The security system install is progressing with 1 camera installed. Anthony Peate has 
taken delivery of the remainder of the components and plans to complete the 
configuration and installation in the next 2 weeks.  

• Planning continues with regard to sealing the club room floor. This will probably take 
place sometime in October. The plan is to empty the club room, clean the floor and 
then apply the coating during the course of a weekend.  

• Ken Thompson has compiled an asset register which shows we have approximately 
$20k of assets.  

• The committee has considered changing the senior/pensioner fee structure for 2015 
membership. The intent is to have a single senior fee of $90. This year we have 104 
senior & 74 pensioner members giving approximately $14k in membership fees. Under 
the proposed single fee structure the total membership revenue will remain largely 
unchanged. Pensioners will pay slightly more, other seniors slightly less. Colin put the 
motion to the meeting. There was general discussion regarding the club having funds 
invested and returning the money to members in the form of reduced fees. The 
members present were in favour of the change.  

 
Treasurers Report  
Club funds are in a healthy state following the membership renewal period.  
 

August 2014 General Meeting Minutes                  Andrew Allen 
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Secretary  
Correspondence out: Nil  
Correspondence in: 2 VARMS incident reports, Knox City Council Lease invoice  
 
Safety  
Max reminded us of the need to be safety conscious in respect of the 2 incident reports noted 
above. Electric models should be disarmed as soon as a flight is completed.  
 
Event Reports  
Dave Pratley & Alan Mayhew gave us a summary of the F3J world championships. 
Competition results were very close amongst the top flyers with scores of 99 or better 
required to be in the running. The winner of the event scored 6 out of 6 100% landings in the 
final. Competitors are using 1-2 second launch times to maximise scoring potential. This is in 
contrast to previous competitions where 10 second launches were common.  
 
Training 
Ian Slack reported training continued to be well supported by trainees. We have some new 
training planes on the way.  
 
Scale 
Danny Malcman confirmed aero tow is on tomorrow with a reasonable weather forecast.  
Schweizer Build group continues to meet on a Wednesday evening at the club rooms. There 
are currently 16 1/5 scale Schweizer 1-26 models under construction.  
 
Bunnings Day  
Martin Hopper is coordinating our next Bunnings event which will be a static display. This will 
be held at the Vermont South store, Saturday 30th August, 10am – 3pm. We will have a 6m * 
3m area with 6-8 models of various types on display. Martin requires a minimum of 8 
volunteers to man the display in 2 hour stints.  
 
General Business  

• There has been a problem with issuing FAI cards and if anyone has not received their 
FAI card for 2014/15 please email Lindsay Henderson.  

• Peter Cossins asked why we don’t roster members to assist with training rather than 
rely on volunteers. General response was that a roster is a good idea but needs 
someone to take responsibility to manage the roster.  

• Bruce Clapperton advised us that dates have been nominated for the VMAA State 
Slope Aerobatics. The event will be held at Mt Hollowback on Sunday 19th October 
with backup date Sunday 26th.  

• Bruce Clapperton and Alan Mayhew asked for a show of interest in an electric limited 
altitude competition. A number of members indicated they would participate in such an 
event. The format would likely be 100m, 5min thermal task with landing in a 
designated zone.  

 
Show & Tell  
John Whittaker showed us his beautifully presented Airtronics Aquila model that as John 
explained has a long history at VARMS. John originally built and flew the model in 1986 
before it was sold to Geoff Hearn around 1993. About 10 years ago John purchased the 
model back from Geoff and earlier this year set about restoring it to its original condition.  
 
Raffle prize of Turnigy electric motor, electric propeller & servo Y lead was won by Bill 
Coombes.  
Meeting closed 20:55 
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Flying Event Calendar 
Name Date/s Location Further Info 

General Meeting 12/9/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training (10am) 14/9/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Open Thermal #1 14/9/14 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow* 20/9/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Open winch 21/9/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3K #2 / F5J #1 21/9/14 VMAA State Field rcga.org.au 

AEFA Show & Tell 25/9/14 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 
VARMS Training (10am) 28/9/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

F3B #1 5/10/14 Diggers Rest rcga.org.au 
VARMS Foamy Comp 

(6pm) 10/10/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting 10/10/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
 

* 
It has been decided to re schedule the next scale aerotow at the VARMS model flying field to 
Saturday 20th of September 2014. The reason for re scheduling is that September the 13th 
clashes with 'Shepparton Mammoth Scale' event and we would be short on pilots with tugs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
G’day all. Welcome to the August issue of Aspectivity. 
 
You may have been able to deduce by the copious amount of photographs in this issue that 
I am running really low on material to fill the pages. 
 
For the past few months, if not for the fertile mind and typewriter of Tim Morland, you all will 
have gone through the newsletter in a matter of minutes. 
 
It doesn’t need to be War & Peace, nor do you need to write a lot. Photos of your workshop, 
what is on the building bench, a tale a of your weekend flying. Anything will do.  

Editor                                                                   Glenn Salisbury 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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I have a bunch of items from the late Ray Pike's modelling collection; it would be good if 
they can find a new home.  
 
All reasonable offers considered.  
 
Please phone with offers to Ray on 97005285 (home) or 0418579154 (mobile) 
 
 
Battery Chargers 
 
Schulze isl 8-936G Chamaleon High End (no liPo balancer)  
NiCd, NiMh, Lead Acid, LiMnO, LiIon, LiPo – 3 variable outputs  
Charge & DisCharge Rates: many variable configurations 
 
 
 
Orbit Microlader V 6.0 (no liPo balancer) 
NiCd, NiMh, Lead Acid, LiIon, LiTad - # Cells 1 to 
30 (45V) 
Charge Rate: 50mA to 6amp DisCharge Rate: 
 
Bantam e-Station BC6, Dual Power 240Vac/12Vdc 
LiLo, LiPo, LiFe - # Cells 1 to 6 with balancer 
NiCd, NiMh - # Cells 1 to 15 
Charge Rate: 0.1 to 5amp Discharge Rate: 0.1 to 
1amp 
 
Bantam e-Station BC6-10, 12Vdc 
LiLo, LiPo, LiFe - # Cells 1 to 6 with balancer 
NiCd, NiMh - # Cells 1 to 18 
Charge Rate: 0.1 to 10amp Discharge Rate: 0.1 to 5amp 
 
 
 
Other items 
Hyperion eMeter with 100amp sensor 
IR Thermometer 
Voltcraft M-3610D Dual Display Multimeter 
Various Lipo packs – see next page for large photo to identify pack details 

 

For Sale                                                                              Ray Cooper 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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A Wednesday FFF night                                                     Col Collyer 
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August 16th Aerotow                                      Glenn & Nicholas Salisbury 
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VARMS is the acronym that stands for “Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring”. So 
why am I writing about propeller safety? There have been some injuries at our club lately; 
No-one has been badly injured, yet. Some people are taking silly risks – and if people are 
being silly, someone will be badly hurt sooner or later. 
 
So this is a heads up to all people with powered model aircraft of any description. Please try 
not to become a statistic or be the cause of one of them. There are some injuries that a 
person will not ever completely recover from. 
 
There are reports of people being lackadaisical with electric powered aircraft. For instance, 
people working inside the aircraft from the front after the speed controller has been 
energised. Sounds like slashed wrists might be the risk here, that is if the plane hasn't 
already found its way to the other side of your belly button. Or both! 
 
I suggest that once the speed controller is awaiting instructions to make the propeller go 
around and around, you treat the aircraft like a loaded weapon. Don't just avoid putting the 
limbs through the propeller arc, get behind the model (tractor prop) so that if the speed 
controller gets a message to rotate the propeller, the plane will try to get further away rather 
than closer to you. You also need to be somewhere that if something unexpected does 
happen, an innocent bystander is not a victim.  Maybe people should not arm electric aircraft 
inside the shed? There's only one thing worse than your plane injuring you. It's when it 
causes pain and suffering to someone else. 
 
Modify the way you operate your equipment by taking into account the sort of equipment you 
have. If you can disarm the throttle stick with a motor on/motor off switch, very good. Do it. 
Make sure you avail yourself of the capability. If you can't disable? Always hold onto you 
model if it is armed and play very close attention to your throttle stick. Putting a neck strap 
over your head with a live throttle stick is, in my experience, dynamite. 
 
As part of completing the model, experiment with fail-safe. When everything appears to be 
working properly, turn off your transmitter to find out whether your motor remains lifeless. If it 
bursts to life, reconfigure your set-up so the motor does nothing. 
 
People have been seen taxiing IC and big electric models in the pits. Once again, there's 
something worse than damaging you model in the pits, it damaging the limbs of someone 
else, or even worse, their model. There is a sign that says “No taxiing in the pits”. Seems like 
a reasonable requirement to me. 
 
Be careful out there, keep alert, and always think of others that you may be putting at risk in 
the vicinity. 

 
 
 
 

Propellers – The Loaded Gun                             Tim Morland 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
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Part 1 
 

So you know I am into Schweizers? Lovely aeroplanes. I've had a few. Or is it many? 
Thinks: I've had four that fly, plus there's another two under construction. The score goes 
something like, one 1.5m span, two club size, one ¼ scale. Plus there's another ¼ scale half 
built and another club Schweizer approaching completion. All of these are renditions of the 
1-26B, and all that I have flown are, or were, simply delightful. 
 
You might have noticed that I am also a Foka-5 “tragic”. I knew Brian Laging quite well (as a 
modeller) and his Foka-5 was busy doing its thing when I first joined VARMS back in 1975. I 
believe Brian's model had its beginnings with a wooden Foka 5 made by Ray Cooper. (Yes, 
another VARMS world record holder). Brian carved the wooden fuselage plug and made the 
mould for his fibreglass version, and did a pretty good job of it too. I don't know how many 
Fokas (Foki?) Brian made. I know of two. The one I saw him fly, and the one with which he 
gained a world duration record with. Duration? 28hours and 28min. Hollowback, 1979. 
 
All fhe Fokas I saw back then not only flew really well but had the “look” of being right. So, 
over the years I've kept myself alert to the possibility of acquiring my own. I've had some 
success. The score so far is four and a half of them. I won’t bore you here with all the 
details. 
 
Many years ago, in a light northerly down at Ridge Road, I'm flying my Foka number one. 
Tim is flying by himself having a ball. The whole area is the mercy of the aircraft. A complete 
stranger took a break from sight-seeing, came across from the road, and said “that plane 
has all the music”. He got it in one. 
 
For discussion today is the latest addition to string of Fokas. Some people may recognise 
the location of the photo beside. The Point, Camperdown. Year? About 1985. What a nice 
Foka, but not quite finished. The wings are bare timber. The fuselage has some undercoat 
applied. This particular aircraft was owned by a keen VARMS member who “flew the pants 
off it” at every opportunity. Never got the time to finish it.  
  
Eventually he won a prize at the Australia Day presentation dinner down at the pub for the -
”Longest Unfinished Model”. A unique award.  

 

 
About 1985. Yes, VARMS member No.1 Dieter Prussner is under the white cap - photo Tim Morland. 

 

VH-OIB                                                                      Tim Morland 
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I recall “flying in formation” with this particular plane with my first and newly finished Foka at 
the ”Doctors” in a light northerly. Mine easily achieved 20 or 30 feet, but the unfinished 
model with bare wood for wings could only get to10, or maybe 15 feet. So there was 
probably a price being paid for not finishing it. 
 
Unfortunately, that year, or the next, on a very windy Australia Day long weekend, flying off 
the end of Park Lane, for this particular Foka, the music abruptly stopped. I believe it was 
elevator control that was lost, destruction was augmented by the fact the pilot had it inverted 
and close to the slope at the time. She was a total wreck. 
 
Fast forward nearly thirty years. Tim is busy building his latest Foka. The one I painted 
yellow. He gets a phone call. The grapevine has been running hot and I am invited down to 
talk Fokas, as I may be able to assist in repairing, you guessed it, that aeroplane that bought 
the farm 30 odd years ago. Tim wastes no time and goes down to view the remains and 
maybe offer some advice.  
 
It turns out that the tailplane and fin are somewhere – else. The canopy is OK, but the 
fuselage is even worse for wear than it was after the crash. Somebody had tried to fix the 
fuselage, but only made things worse. When a glass fibre fuselage is torn asunder, the 
original gel coat is very useful. The trick is to glue splines of balsa on the outside of the 
fuselage to hold all the bits in perfect alignment whilst you apply fresh layers of glass cloth 
and epoxy on the inside. To do this the gel coat must be present. The old gel coat is 
indispensable for alignment purposes. I found that the battered fuselage had been stripped 
of gel coat in most of the damaged areas. But to make things even worse, most of the 
cracks had been opened up, so that the only remaining possible source of alignment was 
also “gone to God”. Oh dear. I thought the job was onerous and unlikely to be repairable. 
However, a set of new wings, built by err, somebody, were under a bed – they looked 
absolutely 100%, and felt stiff and strong. 
 
We discussed possible solutions, and after a while to my utter astonishment I was offered 
the wreckage, and wings. Everything. So Tim's Foka number 4.5 had arrived. The visit 
ended with me, undertaking to repair the plane and that I would look after it. But ownership 
would not change. That seemed like a fair arrangement to me and I insisted on it. 

 
So, work begins. I'll leave you with 2 pictures showing a small portion of the fuselage 
damage. 
 

 
Shown is a crack on left side of the fuselage.This crack is mirrored on the other side - photo Tim Morland 
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Notice that the gel coat has been removed on either side of the crack. The crack was 
opened up with a grinder. Oh well.  

 

 
Nose meets armpit. Not a pretty sight - photo Tim Morland. 

 
Here, the nose is nestling on the fuselage, totally detached, gel coat removed from this too. 
A nightmare…. 
 
To be continued 

 
VARMS ALES Competition 

 
The very first VARMS Altitude Limited Electric Soaring competition (ALES) is scheduled for 
Saturday 22nd November. Kick off at 12.30pm.  
 
Both beginners and experts are encouraged to join in and all are welcome. There will be two 
classes run at the same time – Two Meter (foamies etc) and Open (Prego, F5J models,Bird 
of Time) .  A two meter model can win the open event, but not the other way round. There 
will be a target flight time set on the day and a (safe) landing task. The pilots will be split into 
two groups with one group timing for the other. The Open scoring will be done seriously ie. 
the best flight per round getting a score of 1000 and other scores scaled in proportion. The 
two meter will most likely be scored by seconds in the air.  
 
We will be using 30second/100 meter altitude limiters. For those that don’t have one, I 
recommend the iCAM model that is available from David Pratley. We plan to have some for 
sale on the day as well - cost around $40. For some practice, you can fly in the Foamy comp 
on October  10th prior to the General Meeting. 
 
I’m hoping that this will be a challenging and fun format for a VARMS club competition.  
 
Please let me know if you are interested. I will put together an email list for notifications and 
updates. My email address is bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com. Or call me on 0438644867 
 
Bruce Clapperton 

 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com
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Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Martin Hopper          Sept (early) 
                             Robert Kassell            Sept (late) 

Tim Stewart                Oct (early) 
                             Geoff Moore              Oct (late) 

     Alan Gray                    Nov (early) 
                             Graeme Hollis            Nov (late) 
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 
                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 
                             Alan Taylor                   3rd week 
                             Paul Van Tongeren     4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 
*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

14th & 28th Sept 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are now 

on 2.4 GHz 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 
Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 



Aspectivity, September 2014                                                                                                                                     16 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@VARMS.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@VARMS.org.au 
Secretary   Andrew Allen  97238303 secretary@VARMS.org.au 
Treasurer   Lindsay Henderson 97527415 treasurer@VARMS.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  9887 7885 cd@VARMS.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  9404 2157 editor@VARMS.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 
Membership Secretary  Tim Morland  97032696  membership@VARMS.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@VARMS.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@VARMS.org.au 
Webmaster   Steve Tester  9724 9728  steve@VARMS.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park 
(South Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, 
where Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for 
training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed 
before Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

http://www.varms.org.au/

