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Hi. Not much to say, so here are some photos instead. 

                     

Lake Narracan       2013/4 Nationals 
 

Our build nights (3F’s) are going gang busters, with Schweizer 1-26’s, Preludes, Vintage 
Gliders, plus some of Alan Mayhews Prego series. They have turned into real fun and 
educational nights. Also, training is booming, must be the weather. 

So, my fun for the month, first weekend the monthly aerotow, where I rolled a model up into a 
ball with reversed ailerons, then 
a weekend at Springhurst flying 
free flight over nice long green 
grass, then the following 
weekend I went up to Hume Weir 
to fly sea planes and now I’m off 
to Cobram with the aero tow 
guys. And still fitted in some 
flying at VARMS field.      Piper Cub towing up the Golden Eagle 

Life is good  

 
 

The Victorian section of the above Association now meets at the VARMS 
Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every month, except December when 
there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
 
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, 
bringing along their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be 
discussion on technical matters related to electric models. There is normally 
a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out 
any problems.  
Max Haysom 9801 3899 

 
 

The President                                                      Colin Collyer 
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Meeting commenced 19:50 with approximately 40 members in attendance. 
  

Now that VARMS has a defibrillator unit at the field it is important that we understand what it is 
and how to use it. We had a practical ½ hour information/training session to start our meeting. 
Thanks to Deb for this very informative session. See emergency procedure prompt sheet 
attached to these minutes.  
 

Formal meeting matters commenced at 20:30  
 

Apologies   Dave Weller, Bill Eunson, Colin Smith, Spiros Gretelianos, Mark Irwing  
 

New Members  Kevin Fryer, Nigel Murray  
 

Visitors – nil  
 

Minutes of the August meeting as published in Aspectivity were accepted. Moved by Ian Slack 
seconded by Robert Kassell  
 

Presidents Report  
• There will be a UAV company training operators at our Field during October. They will be 

using the helicopter pad but will not interfere with other field activities.  
• We will shortly begin using a visitor’s book to register all visiting flyers at the field. The book 

will be kept in the club room and all visitors will be required to enter their details and wear a 
visitors tag.  

• Martin Hopper is coordinating the floor surfacing work. This will be carried out in the next 
few weeks. Everything needs to be moved out of the club rooms for approximately 3 days to 
facilitate this work.  

• After discussion regarding the Sandown RC Festival to be held January 15th 2015 the 
general feeling was that VARMS should participate. Gary McDougall will coordinate the 
VARMS static display at this event.  

 

General Business  
• State Slope Aerobatic Championship will be held at Mt Hollowback on Sunday 19th October 

with backup date Sunday 26th. There will be a novice class where modified scoring will be 
applied. See Peter Cossins for details.  

• The very first VARMS Altitude Limited Electric Soaring competition (ALES) is scheduled for 
Saturday 22nd November. Kick off at 12.30pm. Competition will be flown using a 100 metre 
height limit and 2 classes of glider, Open & 2metre. Contact Bruce Clapperton for further 
information.  

• Aspectivity: Glenn is always looking for material for the magazine. Articles on any topic 
related to your modelling activities either building or flying are needed.  

• Anthony Peate has been working on the security camera install and is working to resolve an 
issue that is preventing access to the camera remotely.  

 

Event Reports  
• VARMS Foamy Competition: The “foamy” competition season kicked off prior to the 

meeting. 1st Geoff Hearn, 2nd Phil Eagles, 3rd Lindsay Henderson & Dave Pratley  
• Training: Ian Slack has modified the training planes provide additional cooling to the motor. 

On windy days where the motor was used for longer periods the motors were getting 
extremely hot.  

October 2014 General Meeting Minutes           Andrew Allen 
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• Scale: Danny Malcman reminded us of 3 upcoming events and asked for show of hands for 
those who plan to attend. The events are Cobram Aero Tow, Bendigo Full Scale Glider 
weekend and a December aero tow at Shepparton. Editors note – The Shepparton event 
will now take place over the Australia Day week 2015. 

• Bunnings Day: The day went well, with the club receiving vouchers worth $150.  
 

Show & Tell  
• Dave Pratley showed 2 ARF model kits. The first a Multiplex Easy Glider Pro of the original 

design, the second a Salto glider fitted with retractable ducted fan unit for self-launching. 
Dave also had bungee rubber of various diameters.  

• Gary Ryan showed us his Hearns Hobbies Eagle II glider, enlarged to 86” and fitted with 
electric motor. If anyone is interested in building one of these models, Gary is looking to 
create a kit. The model can be built as a winch launch or electric power.  

• Alan Mayhew has nearly completed the second model in his Italian series. The first the 
Prego, the second the Finezza is a polyhedral model of 2.8m span with 8oz/ft wing loading. 
The model is intended as a step up from the Radian type model and to this end Alan has 
endeavoured to keep the model simple to build and fly while at the same time not sacrificing 
performance.  

 

Raffle prize of Kyosho Cessna 210 won by Glenn Salisbury.  
 

Anyone wishing to donate towards the raffle prize please speak to Tim Morland  
 

Guest speaker at the November meeting will be a world class base jumper & wing suit flyer.  
 

Meeting closed 20:55 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I have been fortunate to be able to attend a couple of the VARMS winch days recently along 
with up to a dozen or so other VARMS members. On both occasions the weather has been kind 
with enough thermal activity to reward those flying with a few good flights.  
 

The model I fly off the winch is an Eliminator 100, a UK model designed by John Stephens and 
one of the last all wood competition models prior to the moulded models taking over. It is a 
relatively simple 100” polyhedral, rudder, elevator and spoiler model which I built from a plan 
obtained from the UK.  

VARMS Winch Day                                                       Bruce Clapperton 
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The fuselage is the minimum size that will contain 3 standard size servos and a 4 
cell AA battery pack. The spoilers are operated by thin cord connected to the 
spoiler control horn and run through small diameter plastic tube to the servo in the 
fuselage. I have used paper clips bent to form a Z bend at the servo end. These Z 
bend wires are simply inserted into the servo wheel once the wing has been 
attached. The servo wheel has a couple of Dubro EZ connectors mounted on it 
that the spoiler cord runs around effectively making it a small winch drum. A small 
rubber band connected to each spoiler provides the required closing force. This 
may all sound rather fiddly, but I have found it to be effective and simple to 
connect when rigging the model. 
 

The model has a very strong wing centre section utilising double spruce spars 
and shear webs either side of the spars. Reportedly strong enough to withstand 
an enthusiastic competition winch launch, but I have not pushed the model that 
hard. It does launch strong and true and obtains good height off the winch with no 
observable deflection of the wing during launch. On early versions the Eliminator 
the fuselage was prone to splitting open along the side/top joints during a heavy 
landing. The fix for this recommended to me was to wrap a few turns of Kevlar 
thread around the fuselage behind the wing and immediately in front of the fin. 
This prevents the joints bursting open if the fuselage flexes. 
 

A combination of steel and nylon bolts is used to secure the wing to fuselage. The front bolt is 
steel and carries the main wing load; the rear bolt is nylon and used to simply locate the wing. If 
a wing tip is caught during landing and a ground loop results, the rear nylon bolt will shear off 
before any damage to the airframe occurs. When first flying the model I was surprised by how a 
relatively gentle ground loop resulted in a sheared bolt. I quickly became more disciplined in 
setting up my landings so I was not performing low level turns and last minute corrections to 
avoid catching a wing tip. 
 

The airframe has proven to be very tough and durable with one exception. The outer polyhedral 
joint does not have a dihedral brace. The outer panels (green) are simply glued rib to rib with 
the inner panel (purple). I was tempted to add a ply brace when building but was advised this 
was not required. I have now broken both of these outer dihedral joints due to botched landings 
in long grass (both were a clean break) and when repairing have added a ply brace. Only time 
will tell whether I will now break ribs & sheeting in a similar arrival rather than a clean break of 
the joint. 
 

Performance in the air is excellent as is to be expected with its competition heritage. I have 
learnt to recognise the tell-tale wing movements that indicate lift. Despite it’s all up weight of 
1.7kg (3lb 12oz) the Eliminator makes the most of any thermal that crosses its path. It is not a 
floater by any means but at this point in time it is my thermal detection and flying skill that is the 
limiting factor not the performance envelope of the model. 
 

On one recent flight we were launching just to the right of the sun (mid-afternoon northerly wind 
at VARMS) and I detected some lift as I came of the winch and as I started working it the model 
of course drifted toward the sun. I just managed to sneak past the sun as the Eliminator circled 
and yes it was very slowly gaining altitude. As I followed the lift down to the south end of field I 
was starting to climb to a good height. I was able to continue to work the lift in the south for 
some time and was really enjoying the flight. After a while I realised the wings were starting to 
look quite small and I had to concentrate and work to bring it back to a comfortable height. After 
about 20 minutes the band of lift moved on and the Eliminator headed back to earth. I still get a 
thrill out of each thermal I catch and challenge myself to stretch each flight as long as possible 
and finish off with a clean landing on the spot. Sharing the flying with others on winch days 
certainly adds to the enjoyment. 
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Parrot AR Drone  
Only around 6 flights old. Comes with indoor & outdoor frames. Download the 
free app, link and go fly! $110 
 
TMRC Schweizer SGS 1-36 Sprite 
2m span EPP scale sailplane featuring CNC wire cut Selig 3021 airfoil, 
machine cut fuselage, vacuum formed canopy, laser cut balsa and ply 
parts,wheel/tire, hardware & Rolled plans. $140 

 
 Fliton Prodigy 3D ARTF  
Top quality kit Laser cut airframe - extremely light and strong. Professionally 
covered Package comes with the following accessories: 4 x 9g servos 15A 
ESC. Just add an rx & Lipo. $100 

 

Fliton Extra 330 - big scale 3D  
Suitable for electric or nitro power brand new in box 60" span Laser cut 
airframe - light & strong. Professionally covered. $180 
 

 

Parkzone SE-5A 
Z Foam (same as EPP) park flier of a WWI classic. BNF – complete with 
motor, ESC, servos, rx (DSM/DSM2). $100 

 

Spitfire (indoor) 
Foam indoor model – great flier and good level of detail. Comes ready to fly. $60 
 

Parkzone Vapor (indoor) 
Ultra slow flying indoor model. Very relaxing to fly. BNF. $80 
 
 

Multiplex Merlin 
Elapor Foam (same as EPP) electric sport/glider. Vertical climb, packs up into original box. 
Great flier! BNF – complete with motor, ESC, servos, rx (DSM/DSM2) & spare prop blades 
$120 
 

E-Flite 350QX Aerial photography platform 
Only a few flights old, comes BNF with flight battery, carbon prop upgrade, full 
documentation, a 2 axis gimbal camera stabiliser system and a factory aluminium case to 
keep the model in tip-top condition when not in use. Comes with spare undercarriage, spare 
carbon props, standard props and USB connection to upgrade firmware (when available). 
Model features 3 (in flight switchable) flight modes; Safe mode (the quad won’t fly into an 
area surrounding the pilot and commands follow the stick direction regardless of model 
orientation. Next mode is Stability mode where normal control & orientation is required and 
GPS keeps the model in location when the sticks are ‘let go’. Lastly is the Agility mode 
where you can do aerobatics. Also available is a return to home, where the model flies itself 
back to the take-off position at the flick of a switch. 
$520 

My lack of building/flying time is to your benefit.   Glenn Salisbury 0433799922

Classifieds 

http://www.rctrader.com/category/309/Electric/listings/16455/Fliton-Prodigy-3D-ARTF.html
http://www.rctrader.com/category/309/Electric/listings/16457/Fliton-Extra-330-big-scale-3D.html
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Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 
Foamy Comp (6pm) 14/11/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting (8pm) 14/11/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Ararat Scale Aerotow 22 - 23/11/14 Ararat 5352 2805  (David Lovell) 

ALES Comp 22/11/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training (10am) 23/11/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

AEFA Show & Tell 27/11/14 VARMS Glider Field aefanet.com/ 
VARMS Training (10am) 7/12/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Foamy Comp (6pm) 12/12/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting (8pm) 12/12/14 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 
 

 
 

VARMS ALES Competition 
 

ALES event is on Saturday 22nd of November 12.30pm. You can have a practice run on Sunday morning 16th of 
November. For any questions contact Bruce Clapperton 0438 644 867 or bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com 
or speak to Alan Mayhew. 

Rules for Altitude Limited Electric Soaring 22nd of November. 

1. Models to be fitted with an altitude limiting system which cuts power at 100m altitude or maximum  30 
seconds. 

2. Pilots of high powered models must ensure that their model does not exceed 100 meters on launch. Ie. Do 
not zoom past the limit using the momentum of the model. 

3. Flight time to be determined on the day – 5 to 6 minutes most likely. 
4. Flight time starts when model leaves the hand of the pilot/helper 
5. Flight time stops when the model first touches the ground 
6. Flying over time will result in the flight time score counting backwards.  
7. Each round to be flow with groups of 5-6 pilots. 
8. The competition director will call the start of the round. After the start is called, pilots need to launch within 

a (nominal) 30 seconds. 
9. For landing, each pilot will have a landing rope laid out in a straight line parallel to the wind direction. 

Landing bonus is awarded according to the side distance from the nose of the aircraft to the rope. No landing 
bonus to be awarded if the nose of the aircraft lands short or past the end of the rope. Within 1.0 meter a 
bonus of 10% will be applied. Within 2.0 meters a bonus of 5% will be applied. 

10. Two classes of models will be scored – Open and 2 meter. There are no restrictions on models ie. Flaps  may 
be used.  

11. All pilots will be scored in the Open class. For open class, the scores for each round will be normalised to 
1000 points  

12. For 2 meter models, a separate 2 meter score will be calculated based on seconds in the air plus any landing 
bonus. 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@rocketmail.com
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Our illustrious Editor has requested more info for the club mag  ( jeez I seem to recall asking the 
same thing……a looooong time ago. (4.5 years! But who’s counting? Ed) 
  

Anyway hear goes….For every incident there is always two or more absolutely correct versions 
so pin back your earholes and have a squizz at these two rippers….  
  

First, let’s hear from the model’s side of things because as we all 
know every model has its own characteristics and idiotsyncrasies:- 
Well, I suppose I started life as part of a tree, although I often hear 
humans say that wood doesn't grow on trees, but in all honesty I 
really can’t remember anything about my early life. Chopped down, 
sawn and sanded and finally standing to attention with a load of 
other balsa offcuts in a hobby store, it was all a big blur. My original 
owner must have paid good money for me and quite a few of my 
mates, probably enough to allow the shop owner to retire early 
having made his fortune. However, from that fateful moment on my 
existence was blighted by …...err, let’s just call them circumstances.   
The bloke that bought me combined me with lots of other “stuff” such 
as foam and veneer for my wings.       There’s a Duster up there .... 

                    somewhere, honest 
Plywood, I think he got it from an old packing case it was so 
flimsy and scruffy, plus a lot of runny stuff they called glue. 
Nothing to do with joining us together I think he used it for coating 
the outside with splodges and fingerprints prior to finishing my 
bodywork, naked of course…….me, not my owner !. Now, it 
seemed like he then put us all in a big box, shut the lid and gave 
us a thorough shaking such was his skill at building me. Then to 
add insult to injury he got out the spray paint…..just to match the 
colour of the covering film he had “bought”. I really can’t believe 
he actually paid money for the stuff but even more harder to 
believe was that the shop owner gave it to him !!! All I can say 
about this colour was that his guide dog must’ve liked it cos I 
have yet to hear somebody else say they did. Everybody who 

Martin starting his long climb     sees it immediately calls it YUK or Yukky Green !.... Who am I to  
argue ? ……I am stuck with it ( I think there a pun there somewhere ?) 
  

Finally…. Well not really finally, I think my originator got fed up with me so passed me on to this  
really expert builder …..( well, that’s what he kept telling me )…. who rubbed me down and 
spruced me up and then added a few strips of yellow colour amongst the Yukky green to 
brighten me up. I was transmogrified (google it) into a fine looking sailplane although I must 
admit I didn’t like his cold hands when he fiddled with my internals and installed a set of radio 
control equipment but at least it allowed me to waggle a few things, plus he added a superb 
looking bloke in the cockpit to do the driving.  
When all was finished I was hung up alongside other fuselages so I finally found out what I was 
and that when I had my wings and waggly bits on I was called a scale sailplane and “Duster”.  At 
least that explains all the dust and fluff and daggy bits on my outside.                
 

I must have hung face down for ages on a hanging rack until the great day arrived…..all the 
other fuz’s were taken down and had a cord inserted into them ….I was told it was to charge our 

Duster and Tree                                                                 Colin Smith 
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batteries….I was also told that some owners forgot to do this and came home with them in a lot 
of plastic bags. Other stories on the hanging rack was of over- charging when all the smoke 
came out of the batteries and all the radio gear stopped working…  this was the first time I heard 
that radio control equipment worked by smoke…let it escape and it all stops working! 
Evidently we were going out to fly….fly ? fly? ……What was that all about ? 
 

We were stuffed into a car along with others from a different hanger and 
bounced about for a long time. When we stopped we were unloaded and 
chucked in a pile on the ground and finally assembled. Strewth!, where 
have they taken us, the wind was louder and much stronger than my 
originator made and the ground looked a similar colour to my own covering. 
Chatting to others I found out that I was going to be slope soared after 
being trimmed out. Great, I was going to be slope soared……… Err, what 
the heck was that all about?..... I was lifted and carried and finally held aloft 
facing into the wind…..Jeez, that view was fabulous and I was gently 
carried forward with my wings waving in the wind …..and then he just 
chucked me into the void!!!!. YEP…… I was hurled into the never-never.  

It’s a good job he's got long's on 
Never, never had I been so frightened but soon found the experience quite nice and soothing as 
I was turned this way and that and also up and down and finally round and round and my 
waggly bits were actuating and finally that green, green colour was getting nearer and nearer 
until it brushed my belly….Oooooh! what a lovely return to earth.  
 

We did this lots of times and always had a good time until one day I was informed that it was 
time for an Aerotow…….a different type of flying altogether where you had very little wind  but 
plenty of hot sun and thermals. The worst thing was a loop of nylon cord got stuffed up your 
nose that was part of a long length of string that was also attached to a noisy smelly growling 
thing at the other end. Suddenly it made a helluva noise and yanked and pulled so hard we 
were airborne and hurtling skywards at a fast rate of knots. When we had climbed very high I 
sneezed and the cord flew out of my nose and we started circling…..round and round we went 
then round and round again…then we went up a bit and then  round and round and up some 
more ‘till I was quite giddy from all this round and round stuff. I could see others below me all 
circling but in different directions and then Oops! what the heck!......I was suddenly pushed 
downwards by a cold hand that didn’t let go until the ground came close and my driver was 
scared of running into the others so he turned and still the cold hand was pushing down and 
then he was too far away and had to turn to come home. That was when the tree jumped up in 
front of us…. Just as we made our final turn to land!. Honest… it jumped up right in front of us 
so I hit it as hard as I could, hoping it would get out of the way.  
 

I don’t remember much after that until I was prodded and poked by a bloke with a big stick….YE 
GODS….no wonder he was so brutal it was my “originator” standing on top of a huge ladder 
and waving this long pole at me. Bang …Crash… Wallop, then another wallop and another until 
I was finally freed from the clutches of the dreadful tree, and fell to the ground in a great heap. 
Both my wings were broken and there was a hole in my side. At least they carried me back on a 
stretcher and all the while talking about my repairs…… 
 

Thinking back, as I am waiting to be stripped and rebuilt, I think its only fitting that I started life in 
a tree and ended up… also in a tree! 
ps ….I definitely prefer slope soaring.  
 

The Green Duster 
 

And now Colin Smith confesses as to what really happened:- 
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RUST….it was all down to RUST…….honest.Having been grounded for what seems like ages 
due to lack of suitable wind for slope soaring plus a couple of hip replacements, I needed some 
stick time before the annual State Slope Aerobatic Championships.  
 

Aerotow was the only option to get some in so I dusted off the only plane 
fitted with a tow release, the Duster ( another pun in there ) and headed for 
the field.  It was an average day for spring with cool breezes and not bad lift 
in patch’s. Tugger, Anthony Peate,  had released me at a good height and 
although I am renowned for flying through thermals quicker than most, I 
think I found some lift and was circling clockwise. Maybe it was 
anticlockwise anyway there were quite a few planes below me all doing 
their own thing as far as circling was concerned and I must admit I was 
fearful of a midair probably due to my lack of practice at the field and it 
restrictions, plus depth perception due to new glasses. Sightlines were 
constantly  being crossed but suddenly there was that dreaded big hand 
pushing me down so I headed back, but wide to avoid others, but the hand kept pushing down 
down down.  Next thing I remember is that I had to turn eastwards to get back to the field and 
Oops this zonking great big tree jumped up and bit me!!!!  
 

Absolutely no question about it……. my fault !.....one 3.9 metre 
plane impailed in a tree on the west side of the field.  

Martin Hopper walked out with me to assess the damage and 
bring back the remains but to no avail. With my new metal bits I 
am not the most agile yet, and the stumpy clumpy ankle twisting 
tussock grass was no help, but when we got there we realized 
the plane was stuck firm at the top of the tree. Thinking quickly, 
the Ed had requested more stuff for the mag, so I phoned the 
bloke with the long lens, Phil Eagles, who takes triffik pics 
hoping that he could snap a suitably embarrassing shot for the 
mag. As he agreed to walk over I asked if he would kindly bring 
the pike pole hoping it would be long enough…..no hope…. but  

     Nearly down      thanks anyway Phil.  
 

Back to the clubhouse for the long ladder, Andrew Allan and Martin Hopper were great and 
hauled it across the rough outfield. Snakes ….Nah, we were making too much noise and 
anyway they were hiding in the clubhouse. Ladder erected and I was forbidden from climbing by 
the other two as they both reckoned it would take me too long and anyway I was far too heavy 
for them to carry back on the ladder if I fell off, so I stood and watched as Martin went up the 
ladder like a rat up a drainpipe as the saying goes. Biff, bash, bonk and eventually the Duster 
was on the ground with both wings broken and a bit of a hole in the side of the fuz. Surprisingly   
enough the tail feathers were completely undamaged. 
 

The outcome and moral of these page fillers is purely and simply … 
 

Take it easy at any new, or existing, site and be fully aware of your surroundings at all times.  
OR 
No matter how good you may think you are…..Eat your pride and request the assistance of a 
spotter who can direct (shout) instructions at you and even grab the tranny to preserve the 
model and other pilots.  
 

Rust is a killer…………...Now wear did I put my L plates! 
 

Finally my thanks to Martin Hopper, Andrew Allan and Phil Eagles for their assistance otherwise 
the plane would still be up there….. 
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But that’s what joining a club is all about, isn’t it …….helping 
others.  
 
A postmortem revealed that the fuz and tail feathers will live 
to see another day but new wings will have to be cut…..cant 
waste a good tailplane, can you……Colin Smith 

 
The real heroes 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The wind gods were with us with a moderate northerly predicted together with a southerly 
change early in the afternoon. A prompt start was required as it was likely that conditions 
would moderate in front of the change.  We had a total of five judges, Peter Cossins, Graham 
Sullivan, Des Bayliss, Ian Slack and Colin Smith. The idea was to have two judges at any 
one time, rotating them so that individuals would be scored by every judge. Not sure we 
actually achieved that, but in general terms, the pecking order shown by the results were 
reasonably accurate. We had two pilots up at any one time which is a very efficient way of 
running the event.  
 

It was particularly pleasing to have three novice flyers participating and they received a 0.7 
divisor factor on their scores which is a quick way to give a 33.3% bonus. 
 

There was some carnage of models which was unfortunate, but those pilots had 
replacements to fly in the next round. For the novice pilots it probably would be good to have 
a couple of foamy’s with a full house, particularly if they bounce and survive ! Perhaps Colin 
Smith or VARMS can provide next time ?? 
 

We started on time and got three rounds completed by 1 o’clock. The last few flights 
struggled for lift as the moderating conditions started to affect the lift profile. A contest was 
called with 3 rounds and all flyers had lunch. After that there was a bit of fun flying in lift that 
became very ordinary. It was evident that a fourth round after lunch would not have been 
possible. 
 

We advertised the event on the RCGA Website and also in Aspectivity. The event has always 
been dominated by VARMS members, but this time there were no entrants from any other 
club. There are quite  a few modellers that go slope soaring at various sites, but many do not 
seem interested in competitions. It is easy to fun fly around, but slope aerobatics make you 
undertake manoeuvres in a controlled manner. (Well hopefully) One of the big advantages of 
slope aerobatics for a novice is that it will give you skills  in recovery from unusual attitudes. 
Flying thermal at High Street Road is great and there certainly is skill in finding lift, especially 
in marginal conditions. Slope aerobatics will give a flyer new skills which will reduce the 
number of incidents involving damage to your model. 
 

It would take too many pages to list all the individual scores, but I will keep the score sheets 
and have them at the next meeting if anyone would like to look at how they went and maybe 
where they went wrong ? 
 

It should be noted that Geoff Trone missed one complete round due to a mis-hap and the 
novice flyers did not complete all manoeuvres but received the enhanced score loading. 
Ian Slack scored first place, Peter Cossins second and Des Bayliss third. 

State Slope Championship Mt Hollowback 19 Oct      Peter Cossins 
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Here is a summary of the scores ……………. 
 

Name Mandatory Optional Total 
Ian Slack 236 110 346 
Peter Cossins 210 105 315 
Des Bayliss 219 87.5 306.5 
Bruce Clapperton 210 86.5 296.5 
Colin Smith 207 85 292 
Geoff Hall (Novice) 221.5 57.1 278.6 
Graham Sullivan 188 81.5 269.5 
Lindsay Henderson  185 54 239 
Lou Rodman 171 62.5 233.5 
Phil Eagles (Novice) 162.6 25.7 188.3 
Geoff Trone 131 45 176 
Robert Kassell(Novice) 45.7 - 45.7 

 

The event was undertaken in a friendly environment which really did make it a pleasant day 
out.  

 
 

 
Somebody, who's name I forget, was asking me where I got my Latex glue from so I thought a 
mention in Aspectivity would not go amiss. 
 

Latex 679 Carpet Latex 
Australian Flooring Supplies 
2/27 Thornton Crescent 
Mitcham 
9799 1924 
1300 737 155 
 

A one litre bottle will set you back less than $14 
 

OR cruise the yellow pages for "carpet laying supplies suppliers" and check your nearest one 
for prices 

 

 
 
 
Germany’s most popular R/C magazine is now available in English 
language in digital format. 
 

You can purchase single issues or subscribe at: 
 

e-kiosk.de (PC or Mac) 
 

or 
 

e-kiosk apps on ios and Android devices 
 
 

 
Editors Plea: 

Can the kind gentleman who sent me the articles on the Thermaleer please 
contact me? 0433799922  

Latex Glue supplier                                                           Colin Smith 

FMT magazine                                                           Glenn Salisbury 
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As a long time aero modeller I had taken leave of the hobby for some years, however after 
constant badgering by the late Barry De Kyper I got sucked back in and dipped my toe into 
electrics. 
 

Most probably know that the Grey Nomad is loosely defined as an older person who travels in 
an RV (caravan or motorhome). Well I’m one of those and along with my better half we travel 
for 4-6 months each year, usually spending Winter somewhere up north.  
I can hear you shout HEY, what’s this got to do with aero modelling? Well I’m getting to that. 
In years past I would load the car and van just managing to squeeze the golf clubs into the 
back of the cruiser, but now that I’m back into aero modelling I decided that for this year’s trip 
north the golf clubs would have go to make way for more models.  
 

What to take:- 
To provide me with flexibility as to where I might fly I decided 
to take; a Hexacopter (DJI Flamewheel 550 with Mobius 
camera), a Multiplex Fun Cub and a Multiplex Solius. Last 
year I took just one model away and found that my flying 
was curtailed for a while when I urgently needed a part. 
Unfortunately these days hobby shops are few and far 
between and rare indeed in country towns so getting a part 
when on the road is nigh impossible.  
 

Accordingly this year I decided that a detailed spares plan 
was required for this trip, so for some weeks prior to 
departure I compiled a list of spares and tools to take, and naturally I bunged these items into 
an Excel spread sheet so that I could refine the list for future use. Now provided that Murphy 
doesn’t come into play everything should go swimmingly. 
 

Flying Strategy:- 
The Hexacopter (Drone) – when traveling to a destination we like to bush camp in a treed 
setting or next to a nice river etc. well away from crowds. So the idea was to use the drone to 
capture some of these picturesque spots from a different perspective in video. I figured a flight 
around the campsite, a river or a rocky outcrop could produce an interesting trip memento. 
 

The Fun Cub – This is pretty much a no-noise fly nearly anywhere model and I’ve found that in 
small country towns the local sports ground, the showground or just an open space safely 
away from houses and people is fine. The locals don’t mind and the council people don’t seem 
too concerned. 
 

The Solius – This is a very nice flying aircraft but it needs space so the thought here was to get 
this one to chase a few thermals when visiting a local flying club. 
 

The Trip Plan:- 
The plan was to spend a few weeks traveling through central NSW and QLD ending up at 
Maroochydore.  I’d be using minor roads and visiting small towns and out-of-the-way places, 
bush camping all the way. 
 

First Flight:- 
We left Melbourne in Late May and stopped off to stay a few days with friends who had 
relocated to Euroa a few years back. Our friends had a new home on acreage near the edge 
of town, so I fired up the drone and flew around the property to make an aerial video. It was a 
snap.  

Grey Nomad Flying – part 1                                         David Burville 
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While I was doing that a neighbour who I’ll call “Jane”, 
was visiting and she asked if I could do an aerial video 
of her home and post it on YouTube so that her 
overseas friends and relatives could see where she 
lived. Being the ever friendly chap I am I was happy to 
oblige. “Jane’s” property was larger than my friends 
and it had a lovely vine covered driveway leading to a 
modern two story residence, nice location for an aerial 
video. 
 

I have one real regret here which red-blooded males will fully understand… as I was 
completing my flyovers of “Jane’s” home I positioned the drone in front of the entrance to the 
house then climbed vertically so that the camera was positioned such that it was peering into 
the first floor window immediately above the entrance. After I landed “Jane” said that if she 
knew I was going to do that she would have put on her French Maid’s uniform and stood in the 
first floor window! Waaa; why didn’t I just go and re-shoot that segment?  But dummy here just 
packed up and returned to my friend’s home, what was I thinking?? Well Jane is a riot and 
very outgoing… But you’ve figured that out already. 
 

Next Flight:- 
Shortly after leaving Euroa we stopped for the night at 
one of our regular “stealth” camps which was next to 
some silos on the edge of an “unnamed” NSW 
country town.  We arrived after a long day’s drive, no 
one else was around and the weather was perfect… I 
was well and truly ready for “happy hour” but showing 
some patience I set up the drone and did a brief 
flyover of our campsite and captured an overhead 
video of our van and of the nearby silos and railway 
line.  
 

I posted the video on YouTube challenging our friends (with prize) to correctly identify our 
location, the only clues being that we were in NSW one day on from Euroa. Most missed by a 
mile or hadn’t a clue, but “Julie C”, a very clever friend picked the exact location, how I have no 
idea.  
 

After moving on we called into Narrabri, and after an overnight stay in the area we ventured 
east to see the Sawn Rocks which is a renowned towering wall of pentagonal basalt pipes.  I 
was hoping to use the drone to do a fly around this magnificent site and although I had perfect 
conditions and no people around (yes I do try to adhere to CASA regulations). Unfortunately 
the site had very heavy tree and scrub cover so an aerial video was out of the question. 
 

Next Instalment – The Fun Cub Takes a Bath 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
G’day all. Welcome to the November issue of Aspectivity. 
 

A big thanks to quite a few members who have supplied a lot of material to fill these (and 
next months) pages. Please don’t rest on your laurels, I always need more. 

Editor                                                                   Glenn Salisbury 
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Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field                     Alan Gray                    Nov (early) 
                             Graeme Hollis            Nov (late) 

     Martin Hopper          Dec (early) 
                             Robert Kassell            Dec (late) 

     Tim Stewart                Jan (early) 
                             Geoff Moore              Jan (late) 
 
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Ken Thompson            1st week 
                             Peter Griffiths             2nd week 
                             Paul Van Tongeren     3rd week 
                             Alan Taylor                   4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 
*Aerotow:   Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide 
Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Any Problems with the field, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

23rd Nov & 7th Dec 
 

Training radio 
Frequencies are now 

on 2.4 GHz 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 

The Keyboard 
 
Your frequency key should have your full name written clearly on it so that you can be easily recognised and 
contacted in case of a frequency clash. Mobile phone number on the key is a good idea too, in case you have 
departed and left your key in the board thus stopping someone else using that frequency. Members using 2.4 GHz 
sets should still insert a standard key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
Noon-Dusk (glider) 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

President   Colin Collyer  9561 9097 president@VARMS.org.au 
VP & Site Liaison  Max Haysom  9801 3899 vp@VARMS.org.au 
Secretary   Andrew Allen  97238303 secretary@VARMS.org.au 
Treasurer   Lindsay Henderson 97527415 treasurer@VARMS.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  9887 7885 cd@VARMS.org.au 
Editor    Glenn Salisbury  9404 2157 editor@VARMS.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper  9873 8256 
Membership Secretary  Tim Morland  97032696  membership@VARMS.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@VARMS.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Graham Sullivan  95297095  power@VARMS.org.au 
Webmaster   Steve Tester  9724 9728  steve@VARMS.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the 
correct addressing of this Newsletter. 

Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the 
Secretary, or other Committee member. 

 

 
 
 
 

    
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio 
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park 
(South Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, 
where Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for 
training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition 
and self launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom 
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed 
before Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 
 
 

 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

http://www.varms.org.au/

