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FRONT COVER....Top left going clockwise
Old Field layout from 1000f

Ray Coopers Sportavia RF5B Sperber

Max McCullough's A3B0 Airbus

Colin Smith’s Woodstock

Bruce Smith with a Ray Cooper Flik-Fly

Colin Smith launching at the indoor chuckie
meit

John Gottschalk's tug towing up Col Collyer's
Golden Eagle

Tim Morland *“relaxing™ at acrotow
Typical F3B launch
John Gottschalk’s Corben Baby Ace Tug

Centre Piece... The original flier

Page 29..Top left going clockwise

Brian Laging with the record breaking Foka 3
at Mi Hollowback

Another Foka 5 at Mt Hollowback
VARMS latest Schweizer 1-26 build group
First 1-26 build group

Woodstock's awaiting serolow at Bacchus
Marsh

Colin Collyer's Bergfalke
Colin Smith’s 1-26

Frank O™MNeil's Woodstock at Mt Hollowback

Page 2...Top left going clockwise
Alan Mayhew launching
David Hobby launching
Alan Mayhew launching

lan Slack advising Leon Carlos while Jim Baker
abserves

Bird of Time being committed to aviation by
Geoff Moore

Dave Weller getting some tips from double
world thermal champion David Hobby

Geoff Moore teaching a young pupil
Frank O'Neil concentrating with his timer

David Hobby launching Mike Richardson's F3B
model

Typical launch line
A different day but same launch lineup

VARMS training
The pits...F3B style

Centre.. look at those flaps on launch |

Page 30...Top left going clockwise

Scale at Mt Hollowback in the late 80's
Slope training at Kilcunda
VARMS indoor chuckie cvent

VARMS Christmas 1999 . Plank™ Bungee
fun fly

Typical club meeting in the 90°'s..._......
( Kevin wasn’t asleep)

John Gottschalk’s Elfie cockpit
The VARMS trailer
David Down with his all foam U2

The Point at Camperdown taken from Colin
Collyers Golden Eagle. ... mid 80's

Harold Elliot’s pelican at Camperdown
Colin Collyer teaching Woodstock building
PSS al Camperdown

Typical long weekend at Camperdown




Page 31...Top left going clockwise

Colin Smith launching Eddie the Eagle at Kilcunda
John Gottschalk with young thermal pupil
Camperdown. . ... Just about any long weekend
Martin Hopper doing what he does best...mowing
Typical mid 80's slope group

Tom Wickers getting “tugged”

Bacchus Marsh and Colin Smith ready to commit

aviation in Frank Smith and Geoff Hearn's Kooka-
burra.

Ian Patching snoozing on the most expensive pillow
in Australia....a Duo Discus wingtip!
A Plank....1999 Christmas fun project

Oops!... Mr Ed's Woodstock ....Janding?....
(it actually bounced...... and flew later that day.)

1-26 pilot... much better looking than its
owner....Colin Smith

Leon Carlos with his naked Fafnir.
Catch "em young...80’s Moomba at Camperdown

Slope launch ?..........No |....
its Stan Mason trying to catch it.

Working Bee??77....
Theo Arvamitakis telling BA, RS, JH, DM and RW
how 1t should be done.

Centre...down

Stan Mason’s Cliff Hanger flying wing

Jim Houdalakis at Bacchus Marsh, early 2000°s
Colin Collyer with an experimental flying wing.

Page 32.._Top left going down

Baby Albatros ... Colin Collver

DFS 230...Frank Smith

Spalinger S18....Rob Goldman
Minimoa....Theo Arvanitakis or Gary Mac-
Dougal

Kestrel's at Camperdown

Slingsby Gull... Barry deKuyper
Midadle..... going down

Habicht by Frank Smith

Doug Anderson’s Slingsby T 46 in front of
Colin Collyer's Golden Eagle.

Stan Mason's Moswey

Golden Eagle with its “chook™ by Colin Col-
lyer

Frank Smith’s Minimoa in front of one of his
many Grunau Baby's

Schweizer TG 2 by John Lee
Right..... going down

Barry Dundas’s Ka 3

A Pilaius B4

Crash Carpenter's Fox
Frank Smith’s Kirby Kite

Page 59...Top left going clockwise

Early Aerotow at Briggs Field

Tony Greiger’'s Magnatilla tug

Aerotow at Horsham with the inevitable brains trust
Bendigo ...Col Collyer reckons it was at least 100
years ago |

The queue for a tug at Horsham... and there were 3
working that day

“Hots"” Tugs at Horsham

Discus, Fox, Fox all queuing

Briggs Field before the change... with earth bank in
background

BACK PAGE...Top left going down

Colin Collyer launching John Gottschalk's
1/3 scale Elfie

Colin Collyer’s K18.....Ka6E.... and Foka 5
at Camperdown

Reiher under cloud

Gary McDougal’s K8 being towed up by
Tony Greiger’s Magnatilla tug

Lo100 on final’s

Max McCullough launching his and Glen
Salisbury’s A 320 all foam airbus at Cam-
perdown...Jan 2002

Woodstock being slope launched at Apollo
Bay

Colin Smith's Woodstock over Apollo Bay
Frank Smith’s SG 38 Primary Glider
Pilatus B4




4 0 Y & aléngs long time, and VARMS has been around for that long. This publication
cannot hope to cover every event in the 40 year history of VARMS and why should it, that has
already been done very well by £xesident and Life Memb&res Baylissand is available through

the VARMS websitaVv W W . V a r msSand @ is agveryagobd read, chock full of lots of good
Astuffo. This is merely a |ighthearted rambl
memorable occasions, some not senmrable, but most of them highly significant and guaranteed
(we hope) to awaken some long lost memories. A few members have beergamgsd,
horsewhipped, or gently coaxed into providing their own unique insight into certain personal
happenings...manyanks to them, and we have also included a few humorous excursions thrown in
for good measure. Photographs have normally been submitted along with articles. However, with
the compilation pages owners names and submissions have been omitted to savedsigaaes an

cram more in. But in truth we have probably forgotten them. Humour has always been an integral
part of Aspectivity right from the start, however time plays tricks and cartoons may have been
mismatched with events although they remain topicalff lifé have omitted anything, or anybody,

that you feel should have been included then we humbly apologise. However, if you write it up and
submit it to Aspectivity, in the normal manner, | have no doubt that it will get published in due
course and will, otourse, be available for the 50th update. So to those members who promised
faithfully, but failed to meet the deadline,...keep going we need that stuff |. As for as the contents
and photos ...ask yourselves a few questions. Where ? When ? What? ané Who®@h , yesé. .
inevitable do | want one ?. As far as an in
thing is that they all fitted.

Finally it would be unforgiveable i f we didn:¢
andlovel ones have made over the years from maki
|l astly for holding back that sigh ®He&Gsldaerfe.u
l ast ! o

Going back through some of the old matgaas quite strange to see what happened back in those
dim and distant days of the | ate 606s and th
comprehendé. . such as the shear size and wei
plan fromoverseas took upwards of 5 weeks and there was no superglue or epoxy. Electric motors
generated huge electrical interference and befatr i nk f i I m hadndét been i |
and fax machines as yet unheard of and computer radios were stfl aniley and even servo
reversing was still a long way off but there were things to brighten the day. Remember the smell of

Dopeeé. and to stand behind a Diesel engi ne r e
fumes. The exasperation as you wdater ght ened your tissue coverin
bef ore putting your finger through it as you
along with All en Mercury, or ED and Dooling o

Kraft with those huge servos and how many wires did they have ? Magazines, mainly from
overseas had good, informative articles and sketches in them and kit reviews that told the truth !.
Information was paramount and exchanged freely to improve our hobby.otdi lsuy a kit and
then had endless hours of enjoyment cutting out all the pieces before creating a model, a creation to
saviour . Rubber...now therebds a thing of the
strapped to a plane...well theleare st | coul d find in Aspectivit
Aerotow is common today but did you know that they did a triple aerotow up at Swan hill in the
early 9006sé. . but enough of my waffl eENJAYey ar
YOUR MEMORIES € é é ¢ € é . Mr.Ed
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ASPECTIVITY is born........ April 1970

Ray Datodi (No 3)

VARMS.
asPectivity %

VICTORIAN ASSOCIATICN OF RADID MODEL SOARNG

ISSUE NO. 1. Deate: 26.4.70
CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS.
“ASPECTIVITY™ is bom.

Its name mEy cause ¥ our imagination to nm riot, but #s purpoese is
genuine ad fimctional. Tt has been painfislly obvious to the committes of
VA RMS. that written commumnications having up to date mformation has
been sadly lacking

High Aspect has developed imto a magazine of creditable standard,
bt unfortunately, its trismenthly issue has the mberent disadvantage of
bearing news which may be old hat”. In addition technical hitches have
caused serious delays in High Aspect's functional pulblication.

At 1 committes meeting held on 10™ April 1970 this matter was
dizcussed at some length, The analvsiz of the problem indicsted that in
order o commply with the needs for rapid reporting of up to date mior-
mation, a monthly communication was a necessity. Rather than substihte
High Aspect with an inferior product publighed monthby, it waz decided to
produce bath the tri-monthly 1ssue and in addition @ simple, cheap, quick to
produce and functional izzue which will bear monthly news of activities,
egeneral imformation and view pomts and thus we have “ASPECTIVITY ™!

It iz an experiment. We feel sure of its success in helping to serve
you more effectively a= a member in contnbutmg (o the smoother nmnmg
of VARMS
E_F. Datodi. .. Hon. Pres.

!‘""-.

Peter Prussner (No 1)

Allan Villiers (No 2}

Allin ig holding a Little Plank
slope soarer which we did as a
club Christmas fun project in 1909

Aspectivity
No 35
May 1973

" Ray Cooper with senal siran-
ing in 30 M. PH winds encoun-
tered 2t Tower Hill, Wamam-
Bl durimg our recent Easter
excursion. Nearly blowm away
too are Ralph Learmont, Ronald
Crottschalk and David Walsh."

High Aspect 4
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Peter Prussner exphins:- “All | really wanted, was somebody to fly with "

As first president of VARMS | had no dea that this orpanization would last the distance of 40 years,

My first teaching appoiniment was to Ballarat Worth Technical School in 1967 and i hind sight it was the per-
fect geographic location for the inevitable beginning of VARMS. An teachers then, had a much easier task
than those in the scademnc subjects. Student home work in An was almost non exastent, The appointment was
for a munimiom of theee vears and having just been maried, we were hiving in a fal with no kids; it meant T had
4 lot of spare time and chose to build a mamber of models including the " Aurora”. [ was also aware of the m-
merons fiying sites in the Bald Hills area north of Ballarat as they were temptingly close and within evesight of
the school

During 1967, often after work, | carmied my own de-

[ficial Mews Littnr bysun 7 - July 1968 5

- P gigned 2 4mir “Rovalist' with its 10ch reed gear to the
JEEN On THE SIOPE -' \a..;} top of Mt Pisgah just to the east of the Mmers Fest

- Race club and south of MT, Hollowback. It was a long
walk up the hill bat [ spent many enjoyvable hours thers

=

8 S

- .

1
w il g g—

ooes! ouT OF RerGE .

with this model. Durng one afiernoon I could clearly
hear the commentator’s voice at the race mesting
atating, during a pause in the program, that if pumters
were o look up in an easterly direction one would see an
gircrafi performung aerobatics. It was one of those lomg
remembered moments of pride and lanshter and a sense
of wanting to really show off mn front of a large crowd. |
wonder if anyone guessed what was actually taking place
on M. Pisgah. as no one had seen an B/C Sailplane mod-
&l in the air at that time.

My stndents were often reminded that boredom conld be
cured with the involvement in a hobby. When asked I
natorally expounded the wirues of model gliders, but
mainly (o a deal sudience. The moment eventually did
armive when two boys asked if they could start a model
sero club at the school, which we consequently did. I
believe this was also my moment of awakening that |
may not be the only modeler in Victoria who may be par-
ticipating i model =lope soanng and perhaps it was time
to pul ont some feelers to see what the response wonld
be. In 1967-% Ballarat was in a senons dronght penod | Nom Flving Brian Laging lamching Thermaiist for Peter
and all the halls were dry and bare with only thistles and
rocks breaking an otherwise desolate landscape. 1 decided the

High Aspect 5 FARMS 2005



time was right 1o prnt ont handmade Bnoouts post-
ers and together with Brian Laging from Geelong,
Geoff Whatley and Brian Woods from Ararat, we
distributed the poeters to all hobby shops we could
mange o visii or contact around Victoria. Mt Hol-
lowback was chosen for its height, great choices of
wind directions amd easy access to the top. Surpris-
ingly some 200 plus people attended including Bal-
larat’s Chanmnel 10 TV and two newspaper Teporiers,
The actual flying weather was a disaster, dead calm
with only an occasional zephyr drifting through. But
the spirits #nd expectations were high and the few
successtil and some not so successful flights were
enough to verify to the participants and crowd of
omlookers that R/C Slope Soarng was alive and well

Cine of the best fving maciines o the

L

| with megaphone. Iv that v Impaia in the foregroumd”™

aay ... doey arvbody rementber ity nane?

in Victoria (and Anstralia) and had made
it"s official beginning.

The rest is well documented already in the
official VARMS History, so excellently
produced by a devoted VARMS member
ez Bayliss,

I am certain that VARMS will continue
well into the futore. | congratulate all that
have contributed 1o the contimance of this
Association.

Dieter (Peter) Prussner 2008

At meet and looking East from A Hollowlback, Peter

FARMS 2008



4th Feb 1968 Roger Dyvuce Inspecting
Peter Prussmer s 175 soale Zeplooe with
Grraaipier Foke s cmid the Auirora i Hhe
backegrourd.

Aspectivity Aug 1976

* I a pure pliding club whar
wontld vou get (f vou flew an
electric Fournier RF 5"

A dizhonourable discharge !

Petar Prussner used this model as the basic design for the VARMS Logo.
Have you ever A
wondered whereour || [
Logo came from ? T ‘T —
==3__ - e
S N :
The VARMS logo « aurora - [ T _'_u}r:!\
was designed by e, s . || S —— =t
Peter Prussner S e
based on one of = —
his own models, the
"Aurora’. —_— A
N/

SNIPPET's
High Aspect 1971 .. introduces NEW
maferials for models such as Fibre-
glass, Expanded Polvatwrene for
wWings

Who remembers

“Steeles Hobbw Service”

In 1974 A Wik Salto could be bought
ai “The Hobby Hanger™ for §74.00

Mearrie Watis deseribes how to make
canaples in vour oven from plasiic

holes [

1975 sees Ray Cooper selling kits of

hix “Pelican” allrounder

and FARMS foiming fer woas §3.00
== and subs 810,00 or £ 5,00 { vou

1969 Fishermans Bend af 'Ibn,u.r_y ﬂﬂjﬁmﬂ' i back fix - W :zJI'uur'ar_

Peter Priesmer, Rey Datodi and David Villiers A

High Aspect 7 VARMS 2005



1968
1968
1969
1870
187071
18971472
1972
1974
1976
1977

1978

1880
1881

1682
1984

1985
1986
1988
1988
1980

1991
1992
1983
1897
1988
2003
2004

2005

2006

and

Des Bayliss sprints through some

MNotable Events

February - Initial gathering at Mt. Hollowback

April - Election of Office bearers and naming of the Association

June - First formal General Meeting

June - First formal Annual General Meeting

April - First issue of Aspectivity appears as a monthly publication

RC Glider an Un-official event at the Strathalbyn S A. Nationals

First Official Glider event at the Mortham 'W. A. Mationals

The first Constitution (Statement of Rules)

VARMS declines to affiliate with VARCA & VMAA

Electric flight becoming a reality 77

High Street Rd. flying site, the First time — via Mortons Lane

March, First Weorld F3B Championships — an Aust. team competed

August— Formation of LSF Australia & Inaugural LSF Soaring

Tournament, Jenlderie MN.SW.

Sept/Oct — Aust & World record for RC Glider duration, 28hr 28sec

Aero-tow launching noted

Re-affiliation with the VIMAA

The second Constitution instituted

2 Metre soaring competitions in Victona

Inaugural flying day at Pakenham (Huxtable Rd. & Mt Shamrock)

VARMS Incorporates with its 3 Constitution

June — Aust. Height gain record for R C Glider at Jerilderie

High Street Rd. flying site, the Second time - via Cathies Lane

Wangaratta - X-Country for the First time at the Nationals

November saw the First of eight VARMS Expos held

High Street Rd. flying site — the Third time

The U2 club project commences

Scale Gliders an Un-official event at the Bendige MNationals

The First flight of the L2

MNovember — The Second flight of the U2

The 3" and Last flight of the U2

The Bth and Last VARMS Expo held

Cctober — The U2 — A Postscript

VARMS home site, Brigg's Field, bows to Powered (I/C) flight

MNovember — World Record Height gain for class F5-8 (Electnc glid.)

A World Champion in F3J Glider for Australia & VARMS

July —Werld distance records for Electric Fixed wing & Rotary alc.

May — Bronze and Gold wings instituted for Gliders

Changes to operations at Brigg's Field due to the construction of the
Eastlink freeway along the fields eastern border

March — Scale Gliders at Jerilderie

A SECOND World Champion in F3J Glider for Australia & VARMS

June - A comprehensive History of VARMS available to members

also placed on a newly created VARMS Website

WAMWL Y BITIS. 01, 8l

High Aspect
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THE VARMS EXPO’S

The VARMS Expo's were a sequence of radio controlled modal eshi-
bitions held n Mebourne. The brainchild and driving force for all of
these events was VARMS Life Member, Jim Robertsan.

The concept of the Expo's was to bring radio controlled modeding to
the attention of the general public and to raise awareness and appre-
ciafion of the hobby

Whilst VARMS is a Glider Club, all aspects of radio controlled modeks
were on display. This included all types of aireraft, boats and cars. |
am sure many of the participating Club's achieved new members as
aresull of these exhibitions.

The Expas were all hald in the Waverley High Schoal Hall in Waver-
ley Road Meunt Waverley, The location was ideal, set in the middle
of Melbourne suburbia with an adjacent football oval that allowed
outside flying displays to take place. Unfortunately the venue s histo-
ry as well as the Expe's as all you will find now is a new housing es-
tate in the location.

There were eight VARMS Expo's in all, the first in 1986 and the last
in 1983.

While the prime objective of these exhibitions was not really financial
gain, they were 50 successful that a significant component of reserve
funds now in VARMS can be attributed to Jim Roberison's efforts
and the VARMS Expos.

Model flying displays had been held at other mes and other places
before, but not integrated with a large static exhibition in an adjacent
half featuring all aspects of radio controlled models. A great feature
of the flying displays was Simon Ventogle with his aerobatic helicop-
ter routine. This was trailblazing stuff as it was very early days for
model helicopters and cerainly almost no one was flying aerabatics
ket alone within the confines of a footbad field. (or anywhere else for
that matter !} Another impressive flying demonstration was Scott
Lenmon with his slope Richocet. Try a rocket winch launch followed a
sequence of aerobatics, again all within the confines of the footbal
field and dodging the goal posl &l both ends. Hol dogging with a
small power model by Cliff Mclver was also a big crowd pleaser.

We abways conducted a series of small promotional displays at the
surrounding shopping centres prior to the exhibition weekand giving
out leaflets and encouraging the public te come to the Expo, These
displays really were min-Expos in their own right and certainly pre-
sented a cameo of the hobby 1o the general public,

Set up night was Friday evening and we had volunteers who would
sloep over Friday and Saturday nights to ensure sccurdy. The Expo
formally ran over Saturday and Sunday, with presentations made on
Sunday afternoon. The Expos were supported extremely well by the
Hobby Traders, who set up display stands and also contributed to
prizes,

Peter Cossins

High Aspect 2

An extract from Aspectivity high-
lights the nature of the Expos,

HEY H!
COME TO THE FAIR
from Meil MeLeod

For the fourth year WARMS
combined some of Mefbourne's model
clubs and hobby lrade fo presont
many facets of medeliing to the public.
Experience from previous years and
good weather made the EXPO a great
success, much of it due to Jim Robert-
son; the VARMS Public Relations Of
ficer

The Expo consisted of trade
stands and club displays inside the
Waverley High School, and flying and
static displays outside on the school
sports field. A plastics modelling
group was included for the first bme
this year. Water borne models were
ncluded, and the Swrey Park MBC
wan the Best Club Exhibit. Big models
included the VARMS tug and David
Law’s Stuka which won Best Moded of
Shiow.

Static displays included hang
gliders, Keth Heame's ultra light,
Ryan Mothard's F2 racing car and a
Cirrus sallplane.  The flying demon-
strations included CL vintage team
race and combat, CHff Melvor flying CI
and RC sports models, Scolt Lennon
fiying a Ricochet and Fob Barbauto
and John Wessell flying R.C. helicop-
fers.

Important poinds for success
included a geod venus, adverlising in
regional newspapers, leaflets for
schools and shop windows, displays
n shopping centres and bannars out-
side the venue to attract passing mo-
torists. Also, swards for different cate-
gories of models should be available
and advertised, including sponsorship
from the hobby trade for deor prizes
and show awards.

A guide to show erganisation is
available by discussion with the
VARMS executive,

For parbieipanils I Hwe Expas see over
kaf..........

FARMS 2008




These are the clubs represented in 1989 .- P & DARCS ; Doncaster Aeromodellers Club, Control Line
Adrcraft Modellers Society; Surrey Park Model Boat Club; Knox Model Adrcraft Cluly, Melbowme RC Heli-
copter Club; Racing Model Power Boat Club; Lilydale & District Flying Association: Victorian Free Flight
Soctety; Victonan Model Power Boat Club; Victorian Model Yachiing Council, Waverley Scale Modelling

Club and, of comrse, VARMS.

The trade were also there in force with: -Australian Balsa Company, Micre Dee, ABC Models; Riverside
Hobbies; Hawthom Hobbies; Model Engines (Aust); B J Model Enterprises; Victonan Hobby Centre

I wonder how many of these shops and clubs shill exist ?

BEST
IN
SHOW
Just a couple from
the many splendid
rmesdels on dig lay

Cralley Stuka

MODEL EXPO'ST
TR

At the tme of the las
expa in 1993 Twas stifl
not yet a member of
FARMS,

However, Iremember
buiving a sef of foam-
wirg cores willh plan
or the Viper slope
soarer and "Eddy the
Eagle” plans from the
second- hand siall,

T denth Twas a Surrey
FPark Model Boat Club

foundirg member and

kriow that as a olub we
took greal pride with
air shened eoned ey
and looked forward to
the expo every year,
FRemember the hustle
and bustle of set-up
fimmre anvrid just whal
cowld be done with a
cotple of tresile tables
and a few forms. Whe
wold stay overnight
o griavd dutv?®. They
were fantastic events
well run and catered
Sor all vpres of hobby
activity ard to this day
are sadly missed

My Ed|

i

High Aspect
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Fuill-size B85 Boomerang...on show outside.
T wonder [t kepr coming back 7
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Geoff Hearn goes back for a bit of training

Preamble

The need for a traiming scheme came ot of obser-
vations made around 19%0, when as a regular
sports flyer af local slope sites [ was wilness 1o
many modelers who would arrve on ite and al-
tempt to aviate. Often their attempts ended in var-
ons degrees of damage to thelr models and no
donbt pride, This form of self learning would often
follow a pattern of amive, launch the model then
pick up the pieces.. disaster!. The potential model-
ler would then spend the following week rebuild-
ing the model only to front fime and (me again (o
repeat the disconraging process. [ faled to see
how amy one could progress with this type of
learming experience,

The nning.

After observing the above procedures [ approached
the committee with the idea of establishing a st
programme of learning which for convenience
would be conducted st our home site. High Street
Road [t was later re-named as Bnggs Field
which was o honowr the treless work Martin
Briggs did and he also constructed our shelter.
The field back in those days was very primifive
with long grass hiding endless fumrows and other
ankle twisters, no doobt the result nf' ils previons
use ag an orchard. Ini-
tially it was considered
that & leaflet drop =t
model shops was the
best way to get the word
oul that iraining sessions
would be conducted
every Sunday momings
between the hours of
Iiam to 1 pom It had
worked way back m the
early daye so why fot
now?. My pat was o
make myself avalable for thus three hour period.
Like all plans I had some organised ideas which
would be nsed as guidelines for conducting the
sessions.  Well, the fird tmining day soom came
around and being very entlmsiastic T arrived at
High Street Road well before the advertised start-
ing time, My first shock was the presence of 25
people ready and eager to go. This mumber of po-
tential students had not been allowed for in my
calculations, Talk about making things up on the
rum 1 just had to make decisions as [ went along.
A numbenng system was devised whereby on am-
val the trainee fook a mumber and waited for the
call from me to fromt af the coal face. This seemed
fo work well a5 those who arived late did not get
ahead of those who amved promptly. Before I

High Aspect

meve 1o more sir-minded matters [ must point oul that
the field in 1990 had caitle grazing on the sile and the
first job was to always persnade the cattle to move away
from owr area of operations, Unforfunagely they had no
idea what a ungee line was all abowt and a cow atrad-
diing one made for a short launch. Cceupational hazard
I smppose and of conrse there was always the problem of
landing in one of those “soft flat hats” they leave lying
about,
The Equipment
The training programime nesded noe ingestion of money
ag (he models, Southern Salplanes Preludes were al-
ready owned by the club and had previously served their
purpose in a ‘ope type' competition. This was nm on
the immediale predraming days. Al other equipmeril
ie. bungee, lines, spools and stakes were donated by
varions individuals and a mumber of hobby shop outlets.
The only cost to the club was the replenishment of the
dry call batteties which were used in the transmitter and
air bome packs. This system was considered the most
cost effective at the me, 1T my memory serves me cor-
rectly the cost of a training session amounted (o aroand
84 per day. Because of the nomber of trainees attendmg
gach Sunday averaging aroumd 15, T made myselt a
promise that [ wanted each trainee to have at least 3
flightz, The bungees svstem nsed were on average only
half the length of a normal
gystem, this was to keep the
fMights moving amd also it
== | was easier to keep an eye on
the cattle. Time was saved
not having 1o send people
down the fields to clear the
- 4| The Prefudes whilst being
great all rowrd models which
tended to handle the stronger
conditions well, but in the
: lighter breezes flights conld
he best refa}Tad {0 as sledge ndes, not the ideal situstion
for this type of operation. However, things did improve
with the mbroduction of the newly developed Prelude
Plus wing, & combination of foam amnd balsa sheeting
leading edges with the remainder of the wing panels
made in the conventional manner. The whole wing was
then covered with heal shenk covering, Monetheless,
we soldiered on with each rype until the introduction of
the 2 x 6 from the House of Balsa. These models
opened up a whole new dimension, able 1o reach good
heights on our short bunjees, easy o trim and more ofien
than not found thermals by themselves, This produced a
by product as it allowed to 2-3 trainees experience as the
result of only one lanmch.  As time went on [ was abie 1o
refine the process and it seemed to min smoothly a5 we
learnt to organise curselves better.
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Instructor Training Methods.
I will leave comment on this o others as 1 believe

mry methods were somewhat unique, other than to
say that al no tme was [ an exponent of snatching
back the transmitter from the pupil (tafking to
Geofl, the other day, he admitted thar being guite
il had dis advantages especially with the smaller
trainees because he was able to stand behind them
and tap them on the approprate shoulder ax to

witich way io push the
rudder stick. In the
Sivst efforts a frainee
was only allowed to
wxe rucdder, the plane
being trimmed fo per-
Jectlon on eleveaior.
As tlme progressed
they were introduced
te elevaior ay well as
rudder and when all
else  failed  (Geaf
could  simply  reach
over the rop and re-
irieve the fransmiifer. -

He didn't tell me what happened with a big train-
ec,, probably uyed a up 'n shoulder ov toct and a bhig
stick 11! L Ed) Buddy box systems had not been in-
vented at that time so we made do with what we had.
Many pupils fronted on the raining says armed with
their own models, this allowed me to give a briefing
when their tum came to fly, we all gathered around
atid dizcssed such things as balancing, (C of G po-
sition) looking for warps. radio installation. control
runs, binding of control surfaces, servo centenng,
range checking and key board control.  1F we found
iterns that might canse some anxiety then the owner
of the model would be drawn to the froml and i
would be mipgested a cowrse of correction before
attempts to fy the model. Generally these faults
were reclified dunng the following week and the
owners pride and joy committed saccessful aviation
the following week. Mormal flying with club planes
wies (he order of the day while their own machines
were earthbound.

The Pupils

The age spectruom was wsually between the ages of 7
and 70, A general observation was that the younger
the pupil the quicker the learning curve and I can
recall on a number of occasions people soloing only
after 3 flights. Solo meaning no outside help from
laonch to landing. During the course of the trammg
in these early days a solo certificate was issued
which was of grest pride to those who had achieved
this standard.

General Comments

Training was conducted every Sunday, weather per-
mitting and I always fronted regardless of the condi-
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tiots becanse ifil was inclement we were able Lo hold
group discussions in the shelter. A notice board with
dates of operations was made up and attached to the
gate and after an indtial period of some eghteen
months of operating every Sunday we moved to forl-
nightly sessions, After two years | passed the (raimng
o the committee who then ran with their own pro-
gramme and to which end is still munning some 17
years later,

Whenever undertaking a
3 ] scheme of this nature one
] does not think “What am 1
| going to get out of this”.
My idea came out of see-
ing a need 1o assist others
who were keen enough o
)| 2o down a course of want-
{ing fo Tearn and ultimately
JJenjoy this form of aero-
modelling as 1 had expen-
enced.

At this point T would have
o pass comment that this
period of my asmoimodel-
ling life has been the most satisfying to date. 1 feel
cordented that | have been able (0 pass on some of my
skills in order that others might seek the same emjoy-
met that radio model soaning bangs. However, with-
out the many helpers md commercial — enterprises
who gave their ime and products none of this could

The above cartoon 1= from the front cover of Aspectivity
Mo 3o June 1973, This cartoon seems to reflect an arti-
cle nside by the current Editor (Jehn Gotischalk) with
regard to the "apathy™ of the 100 or so members with
regard (o thewr inpul to the club magazine and also the
lack of nommations for the up-coming A.G.M. with
almest all of the cormmittes not resnomitiating, and this
feeling was alzo reflected in another letter by the current
Secretary at the tme, Alan Villiers
Hence the demlise of VARMS.
Des Bayliss
Fome things never toem ta chaige oo tey 7 LBd
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have happened. T will not mention them for fear of
leaving someone onl, bul to those of you in the club
who were around at the time. .. ...
Meany Thanks,
Perhaps in fimishing [ right comment on a couple of
things which made me very proud. Fimstly, 1 re-
cetved a comment from a well known and respected
aeromodeller who conveyed 1o me that a conple of
my pupils had gone on to leach others the same
methods T had emploved. .. ... Surely a case of the
pupil teaching the pupl. Finally, there are two
framed cerhficales prominently  digplayed m my
lounge room . The first one is what [ believe to be
the inmmgural Clubman of the Year award and the
other granting Life Membership in 1992, 1t has been
very satisfying to put something back into the club
from which T have received so much. There is also
one other thing that [ clearly remember from my
time with the traiming scheme. Cm a nmmber of oc-
casions | had people approach me at the end of the
seasions askang how muoch did they have (o pay for
the lezsons and to whom was the money o be paid..
My stock answer was that my time was being given
voluntary and there was not any fee associated but i
ndght be a good idea to join the club.
Long may VARMS continue to prosper and
Happy 40th birthday.
Geoff Hearn....... o oooveve. VARMS no. 148,

"Tradning comtinued using single iransnliters for some
years. Same of the peaple mvolved were Lindsay Herder-
son, Ross Beafie, Jolm Lawry aned from Aug 96, Des Bay-
lisy. Using o side by vide techmicue aff trainers becoanme
quite et af wresting the transmitier fron their suder
wier Feaed their hemrds focked e the ofd Seath grip" Tan
Flock axumed the marie of The Trainertin Aug 26000
wihen Des ok finself off fo refiremert in the ooy,
Thee g eheiges since that Nme have been the resrree-
tiom of the club ‘s Honda powered winch {ne more Broken
bungees), the wie of rechorgeable batteries. the adapiion
of fradkly boxes and more recently, eleciric glider reine
ing. Buddy boxing hay meant no more wrestling for the
Treamsnditer, st press o button o comtrol Is regeined.
The infrasiruciure of helpers remains more or lesy the
seimne, eoned withowt them the Ttnictors job woisld be o
tic, bat merw with dedicoafed co-ovdistors to organize Hie
pupils thus releasing the insmctors to do wiat they are
pood af ad instruct..  Ovie thing that fiusn 't cheviged Ly
the good old Prelude Phoy ard why on earth would you
el o good Pl thet viorks well The same plane feis
feen wed to encorgee "newies” o enfer the FARMY
Trophy events (after traiming) in which they caon we a
club plider, fan Slack was awarded 1[fF membersiip or
hix continued deveden e training (plis Congmittee i
volwenment) i 2007 aved v still poieg sirong.
Training entered q new phase in 2007 & the electric saii-
plere, Caly tme will tell which will be more popular bt
cne thing I sure VARASS will contime i fecch wordd be
aero-modeilers fiow fo fiy sl

Lpdmte by Codin Stith
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“Pro Bony Thermolo™.
Il wager the merme ey browgili a few smiiles fo the
Tongey fasting members, conyway FEM hed his own
ririicee stple cmvd a comment or two an st oot any-
thing. e ecsiest wany bo deseribe Ty reuings Iv ko
print ane felow, However, the strangest thing way
thert, even fo this day be remalns aromvmons . Here Iy
1 short sample sent anommoausty, of course, fo
Editor:-
TOMUCH "CRAVEN - AY™

Sir I have been rmisled! 1 have been brought
into this hobby inder false pretences,

“Relax", they said. Enjov the peace and quiet
of soarmg with the eagles, they said. "Rise with
ervant winds, they said”

"But sbove all relax with us!™

But in my indignation I race ahead of myseif
Al the recent General Meeting as | sat riminating
while the quick riposte, the cut and parry, the slash
and cut, the casts and carry of earnest debate flowed
over my head. [ became aware of our Conbest
Director giving the wave "Roval”, the slow deliberate
flagr of the wiisl back and forth before his face.

To myself, T said, there aren’t amy flies on me, for

that meatier there adn't no flies on John!

Well then, ix it a nervous tic--every one haz the right in

these days of bombs 1o be nervous about a tick, but T

diclin't thimk: it was that
THEN I 8AW IT —-

The overloaded, repetlent. odiferous, smoky tray of

health hazards, scientifically positioned Lo asphy xiate

our Contest Director, Was someone trying to nobhle

the cormnitiee, | wondered, on their last night. too?

But, awvhow mow 1 come to the point of my letter,
havel been misled? “Soar and relac,” they said,
Mow if all this soaring is so relaxing, WHY is
every one puffing the noccious weed, and coughing his
hend off? Do have to share a cigar with my
Curmubuz, a Winfield with my Windfree, or a fag with
iy Foka, before | am free te relax?

Anyleow, have a Dunghill,
*oaars, till balsa goes up,

Pro Bony Thermmolo.

Aspectivity 337 - Sept - 01
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Scale glider history

As you all know by now, VARMS started in 1268, and with a bit of research, it seems that the scale
models started appearing about the same time. As this all happened BC ({Before Cal.. | joined in 72)
which was a long fime ago, some of the dates and evenis may not be totally accurate but they will
be closa.

This first plcture is from Mike Rich-
ardson's album, and was probably
taken in the Lutheren Church hall in
Morth Melboume, and my guess is
19649 or 70 They are, from front to
back
John Vanderwolf's... Blanik.

John built more than one Blanik, but
one of which was entirely alumini-
um, as per the full size

John Gottschalk's ... ASK 13
John's first aileron model, and only
about his 4t model. This model
lasted 13 yrs, was flown at the Word
Gliding Championships in 1974 at
Waikerie, and was flown at every
opportunity over those 13 years.
Met its demise in a mid air with a
small model, The mid air didn't kill it, only dislodging a wing, even the fall to the ground didn't do it
but the sudden stop at the end well and truly killed it

Ray Cooper's... Foka § 2 of these were built, the other by Ray Pike. These wers all wood, unlike
Brian Laging's later one, that was a little bigger and had a ffg fuselage with balsa coversd foam
wings

Peter Prussner's .... Zefir 2 This is what 'dates’ things for me, as this one in the photo is 1/4
scale. and he had already built a 1/5 scale one before this. The one in the photo only had 1 flight at
this time, crashing into the sea at Torguay, when Peter tripped and fell down the dune. By the time
he recovered, the model was ‘surfing'’ in the swell, braking off the nose and wrecking the tail plane.
Disgusted with himself, he sold the remains to Alan Villiers, who did some rebuilding over the years,
and after some harassment, sold [t to me (for the same sum of money ). [tis a very interesting model
originally being flown on reed's. You know, one channel left, another right, one up. and one down,
etc, all done on a switch. How long you held the switch "on” determined how much command you
got The allerons were controlled by BOWDEN CABLES, the type you see on pushbike brakes, and
they had to snake their way through the fuselage to the cockpit area. It also has FOWLER FLAPS,
again with bowden cables linked to 3 belicranks in each wing. The meodel also had a homemade re-
tract out of shest ally. | replaced it with a modern one, put serve's in the wing for both flaps and ai-
lerons, and invited Peter along to see ifs second "first Flight" ... ... 25 years later|. Peter changed his
name to Dieter in the late 90's by the way,

Ralph Learmont's ... Kestrel 17  Molded his own fuselage and canopy, went on to sell over 200
kits, Mothing like it in the world at the ime. It featured 'home made' everything | Refract wheel, fan-
cy linkages, full blown canopy balsa skinned foam wings, and a wing loading about 200z per sq ft..
considered high at the time, butin reality, a floater.  They still are an exclting scale model, (there are
a few people who wish there was a fuz, canopy and foam core pack stil avalfable. Mr Ed) At the
back Is a Salto, possibly a 'Wik' one, although the fully sheeted wing throws me off the track. It also
looks a little too scale for a Wik one. Over on the right is Mike Richardson's ... ASW 15 Seems like
the Zefir and the ASWY were the first scale models in VARMS unless of course, you can tell me other-
wise,

When | came on the scene, in fate 72 | got o see most of these models flying, pius Brian Laging's
bigger Foka 2. | got to fly the Foka at Camperdown, at a stage when | was only just an to ailer-
ons..... talk about knokkin knees! | think that's when | decided scale was for me. Back in thess
heady days there was no such thing as a VARMS field in fact VARMS were known as the nomads
for a long time, so we used to fravel, | can remember an early Torguay, when Peter Prussner

High Aspect 16 VARMS 2008



launched his large model. and then bent
A|down and picked up his fransmitter..
COOCOL | We also marked out a strip on
the beach, and fried to land on ... easier

<= Bay (You havn't flown if you haven't flown
Mariners Lookout This is where .John
Vanderwolf's "Meteor ® got "stuck” on up ele-
t vator, and looped it's way back fo the slope. It
had people running every which way, not
=g (r\Owing ts arrival point..... That was its last
flight. ( Geoff Hearn informs me that the me-
] (201 Was the first fo use the lost foam and fi-
Juodin Vanderwelf s Meteor breglass method of constivction.. Ed)  We
went to Wilsons Prom several fimes, even a
short jaunt to Mt Oberon. Peter flew a big model off Oberon, on very light conditions, and landed on
top of some 'small’ shrubs. Getting it down out of these ‘small' 20ft shrubs was an interesting exer-
cise | Ve took day frips to Phillip Island (easier then than now ) Also some big frips to Charlton
{Ray Pikes place]. | have seen photo's taken from Brian's Foka, showing 'u'er'; brown country side
with car tracks all over it and South - ,
Australia, flying of some of their beach-
es. By the late 7O0's we had regular
yearly meetings at Bendigo and Swan
Hilt

first "club project”. Also Geoff ‘u"incent
had & nice Slingsby T53, with 2 pilots |
and swept forward wings, about 15|
scale. They were probably using an|
early version of the VARMS winch, also
Brian Laging was playing aral.ind with _
some fancy electric winches, varying the voltage to suit the model, :E-nan was a pioneer and never
afraid to have a go at something new )
| also recall Ray Cooper doing big thermal flights and aercbatics with a K 10, about 1/5 scale

To put the above in pespective, in the early 70's proporticnal radios had only just appeared, no re-
versing switches, no mixing, but a huge improvement on reeds. Also there was almost no gliding in
the magazines, and only a few semi scale kits about ( Salto, ASW 15, Cirrus) and no ARF, you did
well if even the nbs were cut out |

The next big change came In the early 80°s. when ABC models started importing the Multiplex
range of scale models. These were Obechi over foam wings, with an epoxy fig fuselage... LS3.
KaGe.. ASWZ2Z_ ... DG 300 and 600. Al this re-kindled scale in \ictoria, and along with a re-
vamped Camperdown, the real growth of scale within VARMS commenced... In fact it snowballed a
bit, with some scratch built models appearing also. By the end of the 80's we had had over 220
models registered at a Camperdown meetfing { Some early meetings we fiew from the road near the
enfrance, an some wag liken'd it to Moomba, with cars, models and people every where unforfunate-
Iy the photo doesn't do it justice there were models everywhere, The Scale Scaring Association of
Australia was about to get going, with the first event at Waikerie, the models taking over the Gliding
Club for the weekend. For the first fip we hired a "Greyhound Bus", amanged by John Lawrie |
think. Models were loaded the night befare, in the luggage space under the bus, with a few of the
bigger ones even inside the bus. Bright and early we set off for Waikerie, about a 10hr trip. It was a
great frip for "bloke bonding®, with & million laughs and most of the worlds problems soived, and a
few more created. The ‘comp’' consisted of scale judging, with a duration aspect, and winching was
the method of getting airbome. John Gottschalk gave a demo of aerotowing, with a Zenoah 62 pow-
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now day's it's the norm. The second year
we towed Gamy Sunderfand's full-size
glider trafler behind a 15 seater mini
bus. Worked OK, but those that were
left with the frailer at Zam out in the mid-
dle of nowhere while the rest went back
to Mildura fo get a puncture fixed felt a
lite isclated |

Border lown became the home of the
SSAA for a while, and they invited Chris
Williams owver for a talk at the Saturday
Dinner, and it became a good promo-
tion, getting 200 scale models together,
VARMS had about 20 members thers,
who again came home with renewed
enthusiasm,

This was about the time Peter Averill and a group from Kellor joined VARMS, after their club build
of the Schwiezer 1:26 (they built 6 } At this stage we were flying at "Leake’s Road" at Rockbank,
and we ofien had to mow take off strips before we started flying. Although it made for a long day and
a lot of miles, Leakes Rd provided some great flights with lots of models all scratch bullt or Multiplex
kits, It was during this time that Amold Hoffmen came out from Germany. Amold at that ime was the
top scale glider pilot/ builder, and he passed on a lot of good ideas for us. Leakes Rd is probably wall
to wall houses now !

About the early Bordertown times, VARMS had the power strips laid at Briggs field, so members
could fiy power and glider, and also for asrotow operations, and from the outset it was designed for
asrofowing, with the power fiying to fitin.... rather than the other way round.

With 3 club building projects, and easy avallability of scale models oversea's, both the builder (laser
cut kits and part kits) and the fully melded modern ARF's( bit like the full-size really ) we often get 20
+maodels at our monthly aerotows at Briggs. and if you like travelling, there are plenty of events to go
too. Lameroo nearly every year, Swan Hill, Bendigo, Ballarat, Jerilderie, maybe Corrowa this year'
plus the Briggs Field every first Saturday, and any amount of slope flying at such places as Camper-
down, Hollowback, Kilcunda and Flinders anea

So, what were the cutstanding models and modelers in Scale

Well in models, those first five biggies must get a mention, as there were no 'prior’ models to copy,
they were on their own with structures, wing joiners, servo size, and all those other things that lead
to a successful model, and they mostly stood the test of time, especially John's ASK 13, lasting
about 14 years, and had still plenty of life in it when it ‘'met’ angther model going the other way on the
slope. John also had another stunner in the 20°s with the Elfie, much more modern than the ASK13,
but again with lots of cockpit detail. It alse lagged up many hours, eventually 'shot down' by a fre-
queEncy mix up

Barry Dundas has built some nice models, especially his Minimoa and Reiher but doesnt fly them
much. Dave Anderson (Mow in QLD) and Neville Lec had some nicely presented MPX models,
especialty their ASKe models, dohe in NZ markings. These meodels did lots of flying, and baoth live in
Swan Hill now, | think. And what
about Geoff Pentland, who had a
fleet of 2 channel gliders... Sperber
Junior, Komar, the mighty Nemere
and an Olympia. All quite light, with
minimal dihedral, and they wera
great flyers off a bunges Ancther
that builds nice models is Frank
Smith ( king of the Granau Baby...
he's done about 6 ) whao builds vin-|
tage almost exclusively, in 1/6 to 1/4
scale. and often of rare pre war[
German gliders, things that wens IS
state of the art in their tme. [\%
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Mimimoa, Moazagotl, SG 38 primary,
Goppigen Wolf, Kirby Kite, Kirby Kadet, the
Habicht { the first glider | ever got to 'snap
roll” ) Rhoenbussard fo name a few. Framk
has a real knowledge on early Ausiralian
alrcraft, and has a specialty on vintage sail-
planes. Frank is an Autheority on these sub- §
jects, but until he warms to you the info
stays with him | Mo mention of Frank could
go without mention of Geoff Hearn, who
more often than not drives Frank fo the
meeting. Geoff's specialty is looking after
other peoples old models | Quite a nice X ‘
fleet, | might add, A Frank and Geoff story... - 3
They were off to a meeting in Geoff's "Greek | Bearry Dundees with his Relher af a scale night |

Mercedes wagen”, (Valiant) when another
car pulled up at the lights, locked cver at the swastika's on the asroplane fins in the back, and an-
nounced
“WE BEAT THEM IN THE LAST WAR "..... Quick as a flash Geoff yelled back....... "YEAH=>>> BUT WE
CAME SECOND I”

Gosh, when you start to logk at the scale fiyers, there's a few about What about Doug Anderson,
now alse a Queenslander, who bullt the Slingsby T4€, the model that won the VARMS scale comp
indoors a couple of years ago. The T46 is often refered to as "the barge’ because of its shape. Bar-
ry De Kuyper Is a convert from the power side, buillding a Kirby Gull, a nice Kestrel, a Falke motor
_ Qlider to name a few. Robent Goldman has some nice
| stuff... Olympia 2b, Spalinger S18 in natural wood, a
Slingsby Swallow to name a few and always bullt light,
so they stay up forever. The Awerills, Peter and
Claire { Claire, the best film coverer I've met |) created
a flurry of activity with multiple examples of some be-
ing built under their guidance the Schweizers 1.26,
1:232 ( striking red/ white sunburst) , the 2:33 trainer,
and a Pirat.  All this plus a few tugs, like the 90 pow-
ered Cub that towed way out of it's weightplus the rare
1: 30, a 1:26 with a motor. Peter also had a good set of
thumbs, so models always looked good in his hands
and became maore aerobatic |

Then we have the current VARMS club build flyers
like Smithy, Slacky. Mowermartin, Danny M, David
Down for a while, Andrew Allen, Tim Morland with
Woodstocks and 1:26's and the Bergfalkes of Leon
Carles and.... 7 where have the others gone we don't
see many of them any more. Of thesa, 3 have gone on
to bigger and better projects, Andrew Allen with the
Platypus, an Australian 2 seater, now residing at Bacchus Marsh.... Turned out a lovely model. Tims
1/4 scale Schwiezer has gone fo the next step, with a fair bit more scale detail and really good flying
capabllity , often staying up in thermals longer than everyone, and its capable of good asrobatics.
And Leon is doing a Fafnir, a gull winged beauty from the 30's { Should be a 'nude’ shot of it here
somewhere) that again is going to be a stunner,

On top of all this we have the '"ARF' moulded models that are starting to appear. Beautifully made,
complete with detailed cockpits, good detail and good flying capability, Sometimes | don't think of
these as 'proper' scale modeling, but in fact it is duplicating full-size practice, after all there's not too
many kits or homebuilt built Nimbus 4's about I

So0.... Some off those name's are no longer flying with us, and there are great memories of the
times we have had together, but you know, we have new people coming to fly scale with us all the
time, and to regulary get 20 fiyers at our events is a healthy sign.... 50 there should be plenty of stuff

for the 50th High Aspect | Colin Collyer

Framk Smith with a green amd white FE Mmoo
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CREATING THE HISTORY
Des Bayliss

Belng part of a committee often means being
the custodian of great mounds of documentation
from preceding eras. VARMS waz no different,
however, the greater port of the documentation
that I recelved In 1983 was in the form of early
newsletters and similor. Being a long-time Public
servant I promptly did the normal thing, perused
the majerity of my new-found possessions to
classify them in same order of importance before
relegating them to the back of a cupboard. One
very travelled box contained mary folders that held
mast of the Newsletters/Aspectivity magazines to
that date, corefully collected, noted and filed by
one Merrie Murphy for future generations, and this
was the start of the Histery.

I am mot certain just why I did it, but T was
constantly drawn back to this collection of
documents because I enjoyed reading about how
modelling was ‘done’ in earlier times, the revelations
of one "Pro Boby Thermole”, and olse of what had
occurred in the Club/Asseciation before I became a
member, In fact I found it so fascinating that I
wanted to put it in some formar that ethers could
dlsa enjoy this wealth of information. I thought I
had the right ingredients: I could touch-rype (using
all fingers), I worked in a reproduction area within
the Defence Dept., and was prepared to do i1l

I started by writing heaps of infermation
down in note form and alse preparing some pre-
printed proformas in my print shop, we were on our
way, After a year or o of collecting and noting all
of thiz Infermation on the proformas, like, the
specific Committee for each year and other notable
oceurrences, I left committee after 3 years of
service, tatally burnt out, and promptly handed my
"project and good idea” all neatly contained in a
folder over to the Incoming Committee. . many
mamy years |ater after returning from a brief
sojourn in Canberra, I agaln found myself on
Committee (1998) and dared to enter ocur equipment
container at Brigg's Field to take stock of it
contents. One item that quickly tock my eye was o
box of documents that was rapidly becoming ‘ant
fodder” to a zillion ar so of these little beasties. I
quickly retrieved said item, relocated the local
inhabitants and took the docos home for further
analysis. And, yes, I found my original folder, =till
as it was when I last sow it 12 years previously,
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Also on our return from Canberra, we were able
to indulge in a PC or home computer which had a
much greater capability than on ordinary ar
even ‘intelligent’ typewriter. Initially it wasn't
so much the computer, it was the ‘word-
processing factor that was the real jewel in the
operation. It was create, add-on, delete, insert,
re-do, all of the above and much much more.
The History was to become a reality,

In the early days I followed the
apprapriate doctrine of ‘saving’ all decuments
and alze having a back-up of f-line, and this was
obviously “floppy dises®. By thiz time the
hiztary had grown in respest to its content and
was segreqated into & specifie areas to make
itz growth facter much more practical. Then,
herror of all herrors, when saving to a floppy
the responge was that the ‘datd wes too large
1o be contained in this mediuml Luckily by that
time floppies were rather old hat and the new
bay on the block was the CO, and thank Geod for
that, becouse without them I would really have
been floppying about all over the place,

After some 10 plus years of industry in
creating the history (and ongeing), it was time
to release it om the umsuspecting public
("Applause Applause Applause™). This was a bit of
an anficlimax, becouse while most people
thought it was mice (very polite people), nobody
really wanted it that much, A very near relative
summed it up by saying "It had or should have
been done becouse it needed to be done, but"ll
The creation and application became much more
significant when it became part of the VARMS
website.

Two final comments with regard o the
history. It is not intended to be and never will
be, an appraisal of a particulor group over a
peried of time by an “historian® as it was only
ever meant to be an ‘appreciation’ or ‘reporting
of an era of modelling, and specifically of
VARMS as reported in their own documentation
of their own making. Some additions have been
made with permission from other areas over
this period of time, and many items having been
donated or made available by other modellers
and organisations_. Enjoy the read.

Des's dise is available to download on the
clibs website under the history section

WHWHLVAFIS. 0rg. i
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Peter Mather goes Cross-country Soaring

Forty years! It can't be that long, surely? In 1868 | had
already been in the Air Foree for bwo years when |

heard or saw somewhere that there was to be a gath-

ering of folks interested in radio controlled socaring, at
Mt Hollowback near Ballarat. | quickly knocked to-

gether a rough fuselage to fit a set of free-flight wings

and tail, and set off o see whal & was all aboul.
Vague memories of a great day's flying, watching and
the firm setting of an imemovable “hook' In my mind,

At that stage,

there were
thoughts

back and

therrmal

Adelaide

pursuing the XC passion ever since.
Fast forward to 1982, when | was heavily involved

no
in my
mind of cross-
country—t  was
enough to beal
forth
along a friendly
slope, and a real
bonus to retum
Ihome  with my
only model intact,

By interest i
themal Cross-
country Was

sparked when my
127t ‘Rainbow’
soaArar
free-flighted acck
dentally from our
fiying
field in 1978 W
land itself safely
5 km away in a

A young Peter with is “Rainbow™ |tiny schoclyard—

and | have been

with VARMS, soaring at a wide range of flat field and

slope sites around Melboume and country Victona,

Fellow club member, Geoff Vincent was our con-
test director, a super-keen competitor in every-
thing, and had spent time in the UK where siope
KC is guite popular. Geoff ran several slope XC
contests at Yarragon in the Latrobe Valley. The
course would be set up hill, down dale and
through fence, cowpat and mud, and you had to
follow the sailplane around the track to be with it
at each tum-point, Simple fasks were set at the
turm-points to make sure you couldnt just speck
out the model and rush around in one go. Typical
tasks were a 380-degree tum out of the Ift, or a
low pase below the level of the hill. Geoff was as
fit s & flea and was very hard to beat at this (or
any other) game. At its simplest, a slope XC event
could be run at any site by setting a single fum-
point back or sideways out of the lift. with a flight
task to be performed at the turm-point, From
memory Geoffs sconng was very simple, with a
point allocated for each urr-point and task, and
total elapsed time to spiit people who completed
the whole course.

Around the same time, VARMS oblained the use
of two slope sites near Pakenham, for different
wind directions and only a couple of kilometras
apart. We also scored pemission to walk the
ridge batwesn the sites through private propamy,
and spent many happy hours launching from the
into-wind site and trying te slope, themmal and
walk all the way to the other and back. The sand
dunes at Torquay are also ideal for a gentle soar-
ing strodl along the beach—you can handdaunch
from the foot of the dunes if climbing is not al-
lowed, and a good sea breeze provides strong,
reliable lift. A search of my logbook database
shows these and other flights over the years, all
very enjoyable and some of my favourite soaring
memones,

And then came themmal cross-country. In the early
eighties, aricles were appeanng In the US maga-
zines detading excitng achisvements with large
thermnal scarers and a few of us got fired up

safely

tothe paint of arganising day trips to see
what could be achieved. At first, we just flew
what we had, Geoff Vincent had some sle-
gant own-design thermal soarers, Tim
Shirley flaw an Qlympie, and | was flyinga
Southem Sailplanes Sunbidand a Sig
gl Bircly. Cur first attempts were less than en-
couraging, except for Geoff—he had a real
lair for the game and | think set his first Aus-
W tralian distance record (8.6 km'Y) soon after

| this (#'s all a kit muddied in & bicke's head
after all these years!). Tim brought a strong
background in full-size scanng to the team,
and set about devising a simple set of rules
for an XC competition. Soon after that, we
arganised the first VARMS thermal cross-
country competition, held on the roads
around the Toolern Wale area. The event
was almost self running and tumed out to be

High Aspect
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a heap of fun; | don't remember
who won, but parformance soan
outstipped  the  convenient
roads in that area. Ralph Lear-
mont and his Ricochet penetrat-
ed so far into mountainous for-
ested tiger country’ that the only
fanding area was on the road|
between towenng rows of trees!
Adreraft soon grew 1o mesl the (S
nead for visiility 3t alfitede and 88
improved glide ratios at higher| ™

Reynolds numbers and wing| .
leadings. Several VARMS mem-
bers bull Sagita XC which|
were then the state of the art in v
XE flying. Max Haysom came
up with & very similar aireraft by
simply scaling up the Sagiffa

That porpeour red  Fabamt

b
ik alk

o e ks
aand Tiink there g Comet AT szilploneg in there ar well

900 to maximum FAl area (1.5

s M total). Cthers buit Southem Sailplanes’ Apoio or
Echpse sallplanes, both very capable XC machines,
with probably sightly befter performance than the big
Sagita, but not quite the visibility at altitude. Max Krog-
ercame up with his own creation to maximum size. but
Rob Benton just concentrated on beating us with supe-
riar flying and his anclent {even then?) Bind of Time,
Perhaps the ultimate beast during this developmental
time was Seoff Vincent's Dynascar—18 feet of con-
venfional structure, and a real floater. Geoff had de-
signs on the Word altitude record, and the adventures
he had cn the way would make another article in its
own rght,

Reaglly good XC performance is mosily a matter of
plenty of practice, a good team and the rght condi-
ficns—long, straight reads, ight winds and plenty of
streng themmals! Some ype of nformation on the rate
of climb of the sailplane is very handy—almost essen-
fial to detect whether the aircraft is in lift or sink when
high overhead. The Ace Thermic Smaiffler was the first
such instrument, and #s plaintive wail drove folks crazy
(if it was not thelr sailplane singing its way upward in
strong lift), | @lso played with a thing called the Themma!
MNaagator, that caused the aircraft to um one way in
iift. and the other way in sink, This did work (probably
sl does—| still have #t in & drawer), but had to be
flown very actvely to avaid a terminal spiral dive. Thare
are now several highly scphislicated units to choose
from, though none are cheap—my Plecolano reports
altitude and system woltage as required (festuning the
seductive Geman-accented tones of ‘Helga') and
gives a rsing chopped tone when in Iift, 3 sad drone in
sink and blessed sllence in 2ero sink. Systems in the
wvery near future will no doubk integrate GPS navigation
and full air data telemetry back to the pilat.

The next essential was & sultable vehicle. |deally, the
vehicle would allow an unrestricted wew of the sky for
both pdot and observer, plus easy communication be-
teeen all crew members. A four-seat convertible in the
Amencan tradition was my dream, and | eventually
came close with the Valard converible. Utes with
beanbags in the tray also proved suitable, though com-
munication could be ticky.
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Most of our successful fiying though, was done from the
passenger's side front seat of ordinary cars, strapped in
but slightiv slumped, with all body parts inside the car and
Just the transmitter aenal out the window, Some ofher,
rather bizarre in retrospect, options were fried, from a
beanbag on the talgate of a Hoidan wagon (secured by a
towe-rope around the rear seats), to the same beanbag in
& G4 trader behind Rob Benton's van (Don't try this one,
trailers have no shock absorbers and will shake your eye-
balls out while the vehicle exhaust slowly gassas you!).

Ancther strong influence in the eary stages was the
League of Silent Fight program . Higher achievemant (e
els required increasing XC distances to a goal and refum,

ety -3 My

%)

e

Ly

o

I =

b

=0 many of ocur excursions focussed on achieving these
tasks with the speciied number of qualified cbservers
Even a one km goal and refum can be exciting and chal-
lenging, and the days when Geoff, Rob, the Max's
{(Haysom and Kroger) and | achisved our 10 km goal and
refum fights stand out in memory as galden|

XC fyving inevitably irvolves a fair bit of travel before you
can even get stated, and the Latrobe Valiey's
'Caimbrook Capers were 3 yearly pigimage for devo-
tees. Tim Mellor organised the ones | remember, with a
three-day program of free distance, goal and retum or
closed eourse tasks depending on the weather. These
events gave XC a big kick in Victora and, while they were
not sinclly VARMS events, we provided the bulk of com-
pettors for most years, Even before Caimbrook, VARMS
hosted a very ambifious "Greal Race” eventin,
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P S i A .. o <
Jodm Berry, Trevor de Haan and Peter Mther
tecamed up for the X af the 85/80 Notiorerly

I think, the Warmambool area. The mles allowed
[aunching along the course, so much thought and inng-
wvalion went into ways to redaunch quickly along the
way. | missed this one while interstate, but seem to
remember that Ralph Learmont tock the honours, Sub-
sequent events followed the US lead of the Great
Face, allowing launching only at the stat-finish paint;
perhaps the highest paint of the story for Aus was the
acceptance of themal XC &s & trial event at the 8586
MNationals In Wangaralta Some years later | tried to
revive XC competition in Victona with the Wembee
Wiander. Again, VARMS provided mest of the competi-
tors and we had one of two very enjoyable events, fol-
lowed by three blow-outs, At that point | decided that
planning events in Victordan weather was a horsa's
rear end—if you want to go fiying, wait for good weath-
ar, call a few mates and go for it!

Sa, as far as VARMS and XC fiying and memones,
that's about it for me. | believe the sun will rise again on
themal cross-couniry as an event—some lovely air-
craft are now available in the US, and we have the ter-
rain, the pllats and the weather conditions in Australia
to challenge the world, Ray Fike, Ray Cooper and oth-
ers have sel some ripper records in other related disci-
plines, sa all we need is for a few mare folks to get the
'‘bug’. | have checked out a few promising areas where
a bit of XC fun could be had. One track in particular,
between Shelford and Skipton north-west of Geslong,
offars some 66 km of good black-top road in a roughly
straight line, all with few trees and good, wide vergas
for launch or landing. Mow, who is going to impart &
few MXC or SBXC kits?

A bit more about the Author.
Peter Mather has been around a while as modellers go. He started modelling & a boy, flying
sport free-fhght and conrol-line with the Sandringham and Thastrict MAC, and has been Dadlding
and flying reascnably continuously ever since. Pete is a foundation member of VARMS. He first
encountered cross-country searing at a mumber of slope XC evenis conducted by VARMS m the

T and progressed from there to therial
X after reading some inspiring articles in
the American modelling press. Soon after
that, he was a member of the team assisting,
Creoft Vineent in his attemyis on the Ansteal-
1an nominated distance and altimde reconds
At the time of writing, he has flown some
T40 ko in arcund 72 flving hours, with a
best recorded { Austrabian free distance rec-
ord) 32.7 km as the crow flies. He has alzo
completed the 10 km goal and retum task for
LSF Level V. Pete s a self-conlessed fanatic
on matters 3.C and is forever badgering his
modelling mates to go out and do some more
of the same. His latest aiterafl &5 Fingan?

{ The Rambow), an original design pobyvhe-
dral floater of just over 15 fi and only 2.8 kg,
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John Gottschalk reminisces.......... as only John can !

It all began, when 1 drove in my VW station wagon
in February 1969 alonz Glenfem Rd, Femtree Gully
and I noticed a chap trving to retrieve a model glider
from a tree near the top of the slope. One thing led
o another and after the model was safely back om
the grownd, it tuned oot that the late STAN MA-
SOM was the lucky owner and he kindly showed me
hag own design 3m span machine and we had a long
converzation, the result of which T learned about the
existence of VARMS “IF vou can make i, there is a
monthly flying meeting next week in Philip Island a
the slope opposite the Pyramid Rock - RC gliders
fiying over the ocean along the coastline ?—[ HAD
T SEE THAT '—I persuaded [lse, my wife, (o
come along with our 2 boys
and 50 we amive there, with a
=tiff breeze blowing on shore
mixed with occasional heavy -
ram showersi—aA dozen guyvs
had their cars parked near by
and their models hidden under
thiem, waiting for the showers
to stop. As soon as the sky
cleared, some started 1o g
organized, checking their ra-
dio sets, which consisted of a
vanety of mysterious looking
devices, mosl were  single
channel pushbutton ngs, one
guy had a wvery bulky box
strapped (o his body with an
enormons long aerial sticking
ont of it—(T leamed later that
it was JOHN CHIDZEY with
s own design single chanmel
Valve radio set)—

One keen looking fellow was
in the process of installing a

L. e

Joim Goitschedlk. . reniniscing

—and he st let the wind rip 1t oot of his hands —and -
santly grabs the TX from the rock and —“WONDER OF
WONDERS, the monster travels FORWARD INTC
THE WIND and rizes up, (a moment , which shall have
a profiumd mmpact on the next 39 years of my Lifel), Di-
eter got good control of the sitwation, and as things set-
tled down he told me, that he st had one of the wings
repaired afler a rough landing --L ANDIMNG?T, | looked
around and noticed a lot of 2 metre high scrub all arcand
s, and onby a small rdge o the left of us, abot 20 me-
tres long and 4m widel—(Marmma Mia, is he going to
land there?) --My boys went back to mmm in the car,
and after some 20 mamtes Dieter prepared for the land-
ing approach, which looked really spectacular, the air-
craft gathenmg a lot of
speed, approaching the
ridge and with a sharp left
P i bumedd inte the wind
angd--—-L ANDEL ON
TOP OF THE SCRUB with
a nasty sounding crunch --!
Drigter gave a delightful vell
“SHE IS DOWN"—A con-
ple of guys assisted in re-
Irieving the model from the
top of the scrub, with a 1
meire piece of wingftip
hanging at an odd angle off
of the the plane— “AH,
S5HE BROKE M THE
SAME SPOT AGATIN
BETTER. THAN THE
LAST TIME!"—There was
a delightful grin in his face,
he was obviously very hap-
py about the whole silus-
tion, and 1 started to won-
der, what was gaing to hap-

large mumber of 4-wire servos

into his very large model, it was DIETER
PRUSSNER, I introduced mysell and must have
asked abucket full of questions, even though Dhieter
was stuggling with all those wires, he kindly sug-
gested to watch proceedings and enjoy the day —
Dieter had the latest OF reed RC gear with lods of
togzle switches and they all made an intriguing
sonnid when operated. When the airborme equipment
was finally installed, everything appeared to be
working ok, the breeze was stll blowing stromgly,
dark clouds a fair distance away, so he puts the TX
on the ground leaning opright against a rock Aerial
fully extended, and than he grabs his huge AUROA
with 153 inch "forward swept wings, lifted it high
abowve his head and the whole thing started to shake

High Aspect

pen next, “Will be fixed
a couple of days, no worrnes!”—One thing became
abundantly clear to me, THESE GUYS KNOW HOW
TO ENICY THEMSELVES '—On the way home the
decision was made to go to all their flymg meetings for
the next 6 months and watch and learn a5 mach as possi-
ble with the aim of getting (o know these guys and even-
tually be part of it all.—1 started to study a few model
magzarines and learned about the various techniques to
comtrol a model by radio-—-galloping zhost, escapements
powered by mubber bands, reed gear, and the latest single
channel OF pushbutton equipment, small and handy, by
contempary repors also reliable!—We traveled all over
WVictoria during the next 6 memths followmg those happy
fellows with their fragile flying machines and had a
great time, Meanwhile I managed to gather safficient
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A muach yornger Jobn aliod to commit the Impala lo aviation

Mights, model sl in good  mick.
launching for the last fight of the day
1-It was late in the aftemoon, san
about to go down and the model flies
micely along the slope from left o rght
and wvise versa having a great time.-
Time to land!—Model answers to the
cormand input and is about 1o settle
on the ground when 1 hear a clunk. the
model just touches a rock, the rodder
- pushrod disengages and she takes off
again o gan some height and disap-
pears downwind along the westerly
| slope into the semi darkness! HOLY
MATTREESS  leverybody s racing

fumds to invest in a small single channel model, THE
VERON IMPALA, and bought the O8 PIXNT single
channel radio from DICK STEELE. in Croydon.

The model was bl on the kitchen table, whach test-
ed the marriage no end, and [ still hear the horror
story today, bud it all came o conclusion and the day
of the first flight ceme soon after, which was al
Glenfern Rd. where the “ice waz cut” with endless
trimuming adjustments and, with mdder only, (1-push
for lefl, 2-pushes for right) 1 Anally got the knack of
it and managed to keep the thing in the air for a few
mimites, and the “arrivals” resulted in lots of repairs
and patching up, bl the good thing was, [ lost quiet a
bit of weight nmning after the damned beast | By
then I was a member of VARMS (N 66) and the
IMPALA became a well Enown model m the chib,
due to the sometimes bitter-sweel situations which
were the result of my still developing flying skills .or
other contribiting factors. | The Tmpala started a lof
of R modelling careers, my own  includ
!, Bloomin Good aeroplane ... Mrfd)

[nmpativity - Fes 8 P
!

T Yo Hisn TEL PRRES AT Ts 1 1 1

3 episodes are surfacing in my mind-—
Scene L:- Bald Hills, Creswick . lovely day, norther-
Iv wimd (that is the rocky slope), Tiad some interesting
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down the westerly slope. but there was
ne sign of my one and only flying machine—There was
silence in the car on the way home - 10 o clock next
morning & phone call amves from the farmer , “My
cows were taking and interest in yoor model plane”™- [
wag back there within 2 hours and picked the remaing
np, was nod to bad, my name and phone number saved
the fot!

Scene 2 - Wilson's Promontory, Squoeaky beach —
fairly strong breeze, the guys are flying their rocks off,
-“Put some weight under the CG, She will be ok”-hmm,
that wind is a bit strong, but hell it is a long way from
home, &0 | strap a small shifter under the belly and |
gee, away she goes | HAL HA | told vou, she will be ok
“—1 struggle with the push buftons, amd at a crocial
morment forgol what my last command, was—2 or |
push?t—3Sure enough, she toms downwind and disap-
pears in the jungle behind the dunes ! Bloody Hell-

How will we ever find it in there? ALAN VILLIERS
climbs up on elevated spot nearby, md after some anx-
ious moments, “I CAN SEE IT” ..Gee , great news.
But how can [ gef il ot of there? Swampy ground and
3 meter high growth!—I make up a stick about 21/2'm
long with a rag at the end #nd Alan signals me direc-
tiong, watching my stick moving throngh the jungle. |
am sometimes knee-deep in the stnking water, but
ALAN keeps me on track and finally I get hold of o
and 1t was areal struggle to get it back (o firm gromnd -—
Mot much damage, but no more fying on that day |!—

Scene 3:- Glenfem Road, mee Sunday afternoon , 5-E
breeze, just fiyable, IMPALA fearuring a black foam
rmbber nose, Jngs the slope just nicely at a bit more
than level eve sight, amd there are 2 more hght models
in the air. [ managze to keep things poing. when sadden-
Iy the wind strength increases and she climbs GOING
BACKWARDS | disappearing behind the road out of
sight!-That is all I need!!- I venture across the road nto
the blackberres, scrub, prickly stuff, can hardly see
where | am going.! Stoff this, this is supposed 10 be an
enjoyable hobby!—I retreat back out of there and drve
home totally buggered .-
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“Why don't you ask the boyv-sconts to help you™? Ha,
fiot & bad idea, To ot it short, 1 struggled with 6 boys
for the next & days through that terrain, not a trace of
favghty Impalal—I finished op with nothing, apan
from the T3, tll about 4 months later there is a knock
on the door, and a 12 year old boy brings the remains
of my beloved toy . “We were looking for tee trees in
there and found it half submerged i the creek Your
name plate and address was stll readable and so here
you are”-1 was amazed and the boy got a reward | and
believe it, T rebuilt it again , the RX was still ok too | It
flew again for a while | bul than it was lime 1o progress
and I started my next project—a GRAUPNER FOKA !
Proportional radio started to get very popular, and [
decided 1o make my own TX case from fbreglass,
made my own single axis sticks. and Bran Comdon
assembled the tx module as well as the RX. which was
designed by John Chidzey, a4 channel unit which was
later extended to 6 channels, Now [ stated o learn to
fly with elevator and rudder, a big step forward for me
al the time. The Foka was built and soon it hecame ob-
vious that that aircraft just loved to tp-stall and as a
result, due to many hard landings, gathered more and
more weight with the repairs and eventually it went to
heaven !—However , one interesting episode hap-
pened, when Geoff Etheridge and 1 flew together
Mt Martha one sunny day with a strong S-E breeze
blowing, both our Foka models being white, but mine
had a red elevator, and we had a good time , when all
of a sudden a black dot appeared high above our
planes, decending at a very rapid rate, and by the time
we realized that it was a wedgzetal eagle in serious al-
tack mode, aiming for Geoff's model.
I can still hear that terrible crunching notse, when the
beast ripped rhe starboard wing to pieces and the re-
mains spun mio the forest beneath us, Rarely have [

seen somebody 20 enraged mmd Furions as GeofT was a
the moment! “Why did he go for mine, when yours has
that red elevator?! " —How can anyone smswer that?
—We found all the bits after 2 hours searching and
Geofl eventnally calmed down and we went home —a
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note on Geoff Etheridze:- He had a very responsi-
ble position with a Company, which hired and
placed execntrve staff with other organisations all
ovier the world, and Geoff had (o interview and as-
segs the pofential of these pecple, and his recom-
mendations were usually accepted. Being a keen
acromodeller he had a portable building board and
kept building gliders in hotel rooms all over the 5
contiments, “1 alwavs leave real mess behind, with
balza dust redecorating the floors and furniture, but
always get my moneys worth " -He was a fine
gentleman and also talked me inte taking on the job
of VARMS editor, which created a lot of stress on
the home-front, bat that is another story!-

GeofT knew that my Foka had dematerialised, and
he denated a model to me . in which he had lost
interest, after his wife backed their Mercedes acci-
dentally over one wing! Well, it was a rather
unique looking thing, a long red foselage shaped
like baseball bat. built-up wings. all-moving stabi-
lizer, and with some pedigree of competition guc-
cess in the USA. T found the damase surprisingly
easy (o fix and it was v only fiving machine after
that for quite a while. We were constantly looking
for new slope zites ot the time and finished up one
day ab @ temific site near Foster, north of 'Wilson's
Promontory. A lmge slope facing south, good con-
ditions and a large landing area on top!- I had my
Baseball bat in the air together with half a dozen
other slopies. Alan Willis came up to me and ask
“Can [ have a go , John? I needed a tolet brake
and handed over the TX. * Be back in a minute”
Going back to the flightline. I noticed a guy racing
down the slope gesticulating wildly with his arms
in the air and yelling something —Another bloke

[OFficial Maws Lotter 3 - Dec 1968

LEF ) mvwswd G- Tl iy
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OFFRETI

was surveving damage to his model some 30 me-
tres away, “How iz it going Alan™ [ said, watching
the bat cruising nicely 20 metres above the edge.

“Greal” he replied. “1 just knocked 2 models out of

the air and the thing is stll Aying”
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" ot T e e
The Baseball Bat behind a Gr

caiprier Foke 4

“eled comment . "HAVE A LOOK AT THIS”
") the whole chebang hit the ground, the excava-

5| the life of another flying machine,
A friendly farmer near Yarma Glen allowed us
*|to wse one of his paddocks, which had a lim-
- |ited slope |, 80 we were sefting the hand-tow
 |device up one fine day and started operations.
Om ong of the tows, @ chap (Forgot his name}
| walked across the field with his model in the
_|air, he had a frequency fag on his aenal
which was Doppang m the wind, and as anoth-
er model was being pulled up. the flag got tan-
. |gled up in the rsing line with a model at-
tached, the Tramsmitter was ripped ow of his

It took a real effort on my part not to break out in a
lmughing fit. Radio gear was expensive in those
days and midair collisions are always nasty events,
aren’t they. Meanwhile the problem of lanmching
thermal gliders had to be solved so I mamnfactured a
hand tow device which had 2 rollers recessed o
ally walls of the wwing handle. a steel post with a
single roller swiveling on top and the line dmm
fixed to the side of the post with a brake clamp,
which allowed bineg to be fed ot @ than locked up
with the clamp. Depending on the layout of the
field, the single roller end pulley was sitting on top
of another seel post, which was braced with ropes
and pegs. some 200-300 m away, in line with the
prevailing wind direction. So the towline came of
the dram, over the first roller on the towhandle, then
back to the single roller on the dmime-post, back over
the second roller on the handle. from there to the
end of the field, over the end pulley and then to the
towhook on the model, which would be lannched
from a position not far from the dmm-post. The
whole thing took quite a few howrs to make bot it
worked well provided somebody was holding the
handle whalst the parachute with the lowline was
retrieved, otherwise things would get tangled up.-
We had & ball with the thing and 1 recall 2 episodes
which may be of interest.

Colin Collyer brought a huge converted freeflight
model along one day to a field near Wembee and i
was decided 1o tow the machine up by hand. There
was @ nice breeze blowing and [ managed to hang
on to the handle as the model climbed almost verti-
cal skywards, [ only had to meve about 5 meters
and the model was on fts way. Colin *Give me more
Ime!™ I moved forward towards the dmm-post,
“That's all there is, mate . I am standing at the
post,”- whilst Colin tried desperately to have the
ling released from the model. “SHIT. 1 have 1o lum
downwind " As the model tnmed, rapidly gatherng,
speed. there was an almighty cnunch in the air as the
faifplane parted fom the fuselage awd with the exit-
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hands and went up in the air. hanging on the
line and the whole mob on the paddock burst into tre-
mendous langhter, it was really just to funny 1o stand
there and not being canght up in the comedy ! —

Aspacthity JAB - Supt 02 -

John Chidzev was a very mnovative character, he
wontld tackle things, which were somewhat extraordi-
nary—such as his BAMBING- a 2 channel glider with
a very short fisglage, shout 20 inches long and ex-
tremely high aspect ratio-20:1 wings, which had a span
of about 7 feet | 31/2 inch constant cord, undercam-
bered, md CARVED OUT OF SOLID OREGON !-
Man, talking about spectacular performance,its main
forte being SPEED. We never failed to be fascinated
by the way this thing tore through the sky-The wings
were held in profiled cavities on each side of the fise-
lage only 5/8 of an inch deep and held 1ogether, I think
it was a mbuckle!  You should have seen the flexing
of the wings and rapidly changing dihedral. as it gath-
ered speed. The most baffling thing was the sound, or
rather fodge it made, It also had a rather flimsy T-tadl
at the back, which wonld flop around before launching,
but how it all hung together for quite a whale, was just
armazing —

My modeling career took a serions tum when Bran
Comdon encourgzed me to build a Y scale ASK-13, for
which he had already drawn up the Goettingen 549
wing sections and [ saw a picture of the fiull-size ma-
chine doing aercbatics in front of the huge mountains
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of the Italian Alps One thing came to another and 1
wsk the Adexander Schleicher Co., to send me draw-
ings of the Fuselage, which amived 6 weeks later. In
the meantime 1 traveled to Bacchus Marsh and took
all the relevant measurements, like spoiler details,
aileron, etc. The Drawings were m 110 scale, 50 1
spend 3 months drawing all the bulkheads 1o
scale. Constroction started in early 1972, Ralph
Learmont staned work on a Kesirel and Ray
Cooper tackled the Foka 5. We planmed (o have all
3 machines ready for the full size Gliding Champs
in 1973 in Waikerie, SA. With the intention of us-
ing the models prior 1o the event o promode RO
gliding as well To cut it shom. the following
months were without doubt the most challenging
timee up to that point and it was a very special day,
when all 3 modets were completed and a lot of pic-
tures were taken -The maiden flight of my K-13
took place ar Barabool Hills near Geelong, There is
a hnge flat platean on top and we were going to use
the westerly slope. Alan Willis, Bnan Laging. his
wifie Amnette. my family snd a few others were
there and during assembly the usual tension was
buidding rapidly. A fibm camera was on hand 1o doc-
ument the whole affair. The wind blew right up the
steep slope, which by the way is covered with rocks

tmed rght and she dropped another 3 meters.
“Flv away from the slope™ velled Brian and |
ventured out,

{That saving war and stifl s the golden nile of
¢ slope soaving. “IF IN DOUBT..... FLYOUT")

: o The model held altitude and wery zradually

climbed ever so slightly. My Palms started to
sweal and Brian gave me constant help as [
atruggled (o keep the model fving, Suddenky, on
A the next mm, my woollen string on the aerial
A went sideways, the wind had changed blowing
dalomg the slope PANICH—The model had
dropped from evelevel by about 10 metres and
there was no way 1 could see that we get the
W Least over the top edge and land on the platean

OK. whal goes up. must come down—Bran
pointed cut a gpot 30 metres down and some distance
away which at least appeared to have not (oo many
big rocks, | managed to manoeuver around and she
touched the ground, spinming 180 degrees around and
a second later heard a crunch! We raced down the
rocky slope and al first sight things did not ook to
bad—starboard trailing edge kinked m, and a hole in
the fuselage vou could poke a fist through. Some deep
scratches on the nose, and later we found a longeron
criumiched, All together a reasonable outcome, conld
have been a hell of alot worse! The K-13 has distinct
swept forward wings, being a 2-seat aeroplane, it al-
lows the rear passengor @ much better view. When [
built the center section I got the sweep forward ok
but there was too little dihederal and that became real-
Iy apparent mmmediately afler launch. The damage
was fixed in time for the tmp to Waikere. Ray
Cooper, Ralph Lesrmont and myself and family as
well as Dieter Prussner and family traveled o Wai-
kerie and displayed our three 'S =cale ghiders on the
stage in the mess hall, all where all the international
competitors had their mealz This tumed out to be a
real eye-opener for us becanse we could not believe
some of the comments we received from some of the
pilots. The range was from total delight to mbelieva-
ble ignorance, like “Where do you keep them?”

and boulders, but T was somewhat concerned
about the windstrength. We waited at least
another 2 hours, Alan Willis double checking
the RC equipment, and Brian Laging giving
lots of advice and moral support, his wife
Amnett filming everything with their 8 mm
movie camera. The result of 18 months in-
tense building activity was going to be sor-
rendered to the elements!. Brian lifted the 12
kg beast up and “ready —G0 " she was away
I noticed straight away, thal something was
not quite right, The model dropped about 3
metres as it flew out and 1 mmed left 1o stay
with the edge of the slope. the lift was mar-
ginal, and my knees sarfed (o shake as |

Aepucivity T0- hua 76

Laarment Stag.

Bar Trasth for Takoak Wale b6 Mugest
{Prian brdwer)
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I said “When itg nol Aying, il silg in 2 box on top of
VW bos!”™... CFLYING?.You must be joking
these things can't fly ?..."Why don't you see for
yourself tomorrow, we will give a demo for you all!”,
We had the winch with us, but the weather wonld not
play ball and we could not fly due to persistent rain.
Another one” Where are they made? In Melboume |
in the Seate of Victoria, AUSTRALIA 1" This particu-
lar Guy could only muster a vacant look, olviously
disappointed that these beautifil scale models did not
originate in the USA!---The world i= full of * funny”
people!

Ah yes, forgot about the VARMS Henda petrol
winch. The Hand Towing became a bit too stremious
for the big models which had started o come on
stream. so Ralph Learmont and myself decided to de-
sign and build a Petrol powersd winch It i= still
working faithfully today after 35 vears service. It was
a very interesting project, and [ was hacky to be able
to do the big dismeter machining at work and did the

smaller items at home in my workshop, Ralph did a
great job with the design, we agreed to use the slip-
ping belt system which gave us infinstely varying pull
on the line, The system was later refined so sudden
wind gusts during towing would be compensated for,
A I wheel buggy was constructed using bicycle
wheels which had quick release hubs and the exhanst
pipe of the 4.5 hp Honda engine was attached to the
bottom frame member making the whole thing quiet-
er.

Brian Laging, who becams one of my regular flying
buddies, also bl an elecine winch which was very
powerfill and even had a line refrieving facility, which
worked very well, whilst we had to engage boys on
mimi motorbikes or keen nmmers (o get the parachute
and towline back

A repular group of Varms members spent every
Christmas holidays in Apollo Bay, My farmly did it
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for 12 years in a row . The Mlying up on Mariners Look-
ot was a supeth experience, WHEN THE WIND
BLEW FROM THE RIGHT DIRECTION, which was
on gverage | m 4 days of the holidays. My K-13 spent
many hours up there, sometimes cruising from one
clowdbase 1o another, or doing darmg asrobatics, loved
doing 100 metre loops, often in strong slope and ther-
mal lift. But it took me 3 years to gather enough cons-
age 0 land the K-13 by myself It was usually Brian,
of Ralph or Ray *till one day 1 DD IT! With extremely
effective over-under scissor type spoilers pin point
landings on the rather resticted fat area became even-
tually quite routine . Going to the pub one evening af-
ter a very enjoyable day flyving . 1 overheard a couple
of guys talking abowt © that bloke flying along the
ridge all afternoon with that big yellow glider, must
hawe got lost or something” T had received the ultimate
compliment by creating the ilfusion of a fll size ma-
chime!

There is a lovely flying site on the coastline near the
next township of MARENGO, It was there, that Ralph
Learmont intended to try our winch out, towing his
magnificent Kestrel for the first time. We put tarpau-
lins over the grass and made a runway about 15 melers
long. 1 took on the job of winch operator and all was
et bui Ralph became more and more anxious, smok-
ing ome cigareite after another, pacing up amd
dowmn,and saying “It’s the wings. T am temibly worried
about the wings|™ Balsa skins attached with special
comtact cement to the foam cores, “Well, there is only
one way Lo find out, nght. 7 [ szid, and after some
more smoking conditions were really good, So [ stari-
ed the motor and after reassuring him that [ wonld be
extra careful. he gave me the nod, and the Kestrel start-
ed rolling on its wheel, wings got level and she rose
gently in the air with the wings bending somewhat, but
it all hang together and after the uneventfil

release, the model Mew ol over the
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Cul over the sea |, a beautiful sight, | can sill see the
smile on his face! My K13 was next, A fmend, who |
had instructed how to use the winch, pulled the mod-
el up ok, but at abog 10 metres altiide suddenly the
apoilers opened fully and the model stalled and
crashed heavy onto the grasey soil. This was to be the
first of 3 disasters | experienced over 13 years oper-
dting the K-13, We found out later that , even though
we were on adjacent channels, Ralph’s SILVER-
TONE TX was exceptionally powerfial and blasted
itto my 1adio. Brian Laging réassured me that in this
game you have to be prepared to experience the unu-
sual, aid anyway, we collected all the bits and 3
months later it was fiving again. [ learned a lot aboot
repairing broken spars, efc, efc, on the way, In El-
sterwick there is a public park which we used for
thermal flying for a while, atter the Marengo experi-
ence, We wenl glope flving & Cape Schank on the
Momington Penminsula, the week before, Frustrating
day, no bloody wind.!—Packed up again and went all
the way home in 2 grumpy mood. - Next Sonday- El-
sternwick park Ralph Learmont, Ray Cooper, Eobert
Goldman and the regular mob were there and when it
was my twn to winch the K-13 up, HORRIBLE RE-
ALISATION, REVERSED ELEVATCOR !l I was
totally shocked and =screamed ot | =0 evervbody be-
came aware what was happening, Ralph came over |
and with his nsual low volume voice, sad “Give it (o
me!”, | gladly handed the Tx over to lum and with
amazing skill he landed the model withoot any dra-
ma Boy, was [ gratefil!. "What had happened, doring
the repair of the Marengo crash 1 had the closed loop
elevaror cables mixed up.! Imagine what would have
happened, if we had been able to fly at Cape Schank
the weekend before

Seene: MIL Hollowback, near Creswick, Vamns com-
petition day. with pylon, limbo, and aercbatics. Good
conditiong, and everybody has a good ime, competi-
tion finishes af around Spm . Brian Laging has a '
scale Foka and moyself with the K-13. We were keen
1o zet into the air after a long wail and noticing a hig
dark clowd approaching in the distance to the north,
Brian launched my K-13 and immediately, a wild
ride through strong mrbulence follows. Getting high-
er, there was another big bump in the air and 1 was
happy abont the structiural strength of my mackime,
but it became really incomfortable, amnd I decided to
come down and land. Well. that was the idea. but it
never came 1o that On the way back to the slope, the
model picked up speed at a massive rate, took me
completely by surprise, and when I tumed into the
wind, it wag too late, she disappeared behind the
Southern slope "HOLY MAKKEREL™...." Hello,
here she comes suddenly back im sight at an almost
vertical angle, and then finally stall’s over one wing
and disappears azain!. Huffing and puffing both of us
raced to the ares where we thought 1t should have
come down, but if took the best part of an hour o
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find the remains, The port wing had sapped and eve-
rything forward of the cenler ectiom was mangled
Tail and rear fuselage was ok —result: 4 months re-
pair work, new canopy, elc, elc,

Well, The 3rd and final disaster happened al Mt
Schamrock, when late in the afterncon of a very
pleasant day [ had the K-13 Ayving o eye level in a
very light breeze. But il was very enjoyable Lo experi-
ence the slowflying capability and I had absolute con-
trol over it and conld have landed any time anywherg
along the long slope, when |, with the model just
doodleing past in fromt of me, 1 hear a whistling
sotd behind my left and a white flash went past and
with a BANG it my agroplang! The plane came to a
complete stop briefly and [ thought to mys=elf. no
worries, put the nose down, push out amd pick up
speed and all 1= apples! but it then folded its port
wing upwards and the whole lot finished op a total
heap of scrap om the groumd, What happened? The
only other model in the air ot the time, one of Ralph's
Bullets, did a beat up from behind @ low level, wen!
past me and clobbered into my pride and joy '—
Photos were taken by people who were visiting us

ety - b

from overseas, il was 1986, and this was the end of
one chapter and another was to start.-—

Aerotowing had been tried Iong before it becarmne the
regular thing by Ray Cooper, Brian Laging, Ray Pike
and possitly a few more goys, but mostly had only
Timited success due mainly o nhderpowered tow-
planes, That all changed, when I was visiting Arnold
Hofmanm, one of the Top exponents of scale soaring
in Germany and whose pictire was on the front page
of a German Modelling Magazine, showing him and
his own sratchbuild K-13, We made conlact and so
started a long fnendship which is stll strong today. It
was 1986, when he showed me what asrolowing was
all aboit and | took 8 Zenoah 62 Patmal engine back
to Aunstralia, which was then just introdoced by Tony
Clarke in Europe. Ralph Learmont had a power mod-
el hanging in his shed, which he had boilt, bt Jost
interest after some mishap and I took the thing home
and tarted the conversion to accommodate the power-
ful Zenoah. A low wing aircraft with spars-less foam
winga covered with balsa and the wings attached with
17" ally tubing reachang 1/3 of the way
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into the cores, | got the machine going and we had our
firg flights north of Melbowne, 3 Leakes Rd, a hnge
flat field which we pamially cleared of stones and
mowed & stnp, Many a pleasant day was had there and
we gathered more expenience with lime, the place was
particulardy pood becanse of the huge thermals that
conld be hooked on 1o, In summertime it became
quickly clear, thal winch towmg could not compele
with the convenience and safety of aerotowing. We
demonstrated the lamnch method in Waikerie 1o the
guys in 5A when the natdonal scale soaring comp was

made an imteresting discovery. The motor had the
cylinder smashed and the force of the impac was
such tha the piston was also broken inside the cyl-
mder. You could never do it , af you Imed ! Thas
called For quick action, a= we had no other tow-
plane to use. I immediately ordered a Piper Super-
cub b acale from Tony Clarke and 2 more Zenoah
62 engines. Visilors were due to armive goon from
Germany, and they brought the lot with them,
which enabled me to get on with building the new
towplang, This mrned ol o become a real work
homse, doing more than 8000 tows over the mext 12
yvears, There were weekemls, when 260 tows took
place, nsually 2 pilots taking mrms. Things broke,
particulacly propellers @d the undercamiage, but it
was alwave repaired and the plane was recovered
and repainted 3 times in that time. Surely one of the
nicest aircraft fying and with the supercub faps
extremely useful as a g,

Amold Hofmann was, and still is, a great inspira-
fon for me and when | saw his privale muoseam
filled with 13 ready to fly geale sircrafl, ranging
from 4 metre to 9 meter wingspan, and 2 wow-
planes, the wall shelves filled with all s trophy's.
He has won the German Scale Championship 6

held and they hooked on with great enthusiasm
which prevails to this day.

After some more modifications (o the townlane,
I ook it to the PEDARCS field in Pakenham
one day and had some good testfliglis. Filled it
up for the lad tme of the day (o have one more
flight. by which time [ was the only person on
the field , which I found out later. Flying large
control-line type ciromts, | decided (0 do a slow
toll to the left, and all of a sadden there were 2§
separate wings and a fuselage traveling down-
wards with the motor at full throtle! A minor
earthquake followed and there were batteries, a
burst fuel tank and petrol fumes everywhers, BUT
SURPRISE! SURPRISE, NO FIRE!! —Scrambling the
remains together, the wings and fuselage went siraight
into the mbbish bin the rest | took home and soon

e

-

times! i 15 absolutely awsome. Amold visited us
here in Melbonme, where he actually worked for 2
years with the SEC m Rowville and flew EC mod-
els next to Wellington Rd in the early sixties. He 1s
an abeolute wizard when it comes o wing con-
struction nsing carbon fibre to achieve scale wing
Rexing. or doing scale cockpits,

All of Harry Rosenthal’s moulds were made from
Armold Hofimann's plogs ! T went flying with him
near his home in Fretburg in the Black Formest and
I'was 80 impressed by the performance of his 1/3
scale ELFE S-4-A that [ decided to get a fuselage
from Rosenthal and budld the machine, [t was up 1o
that point my best effort, and after 18 months solid
building I took it to Kilcunda for its first flight,
which went ok and it became my favourite scale
glider for the next next 6 years, winning the Ans-
tralian scale soaring champs m Waikene in 1990,
Cne unplessant experience with the Elfe springs to
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o There were a lot more events which 100k

iplace during all those years which | was in-
volved m—Precision landings ? only one
winfier comes top mind, CHRIS JOY, when
he mansged o dive his glider vertical into
an open 44 gallon mobbizsh bin & Squeaky
Beach, on Wilson's Promontory. Can't re-
memmber i it was imtentionally or an acci-
demt, but we had to stop fying for a while,
belly muscles aching from all thar laughing !

In 1976 JOHN VANDERWOLF built his
METEOR. a 17 feet monster , which one
day at the Marriners lookout site in Apollo
bay did 27 consecutive loops with a locked

There is only ane way to get the correct information...do it vourself lup elevator szrve, watched in amazement by

'a group of tounsts as it drifted with every

one of many outings (o0 Camperdown it gave me & hell
of a fright during an aborted Tanding approach & the
Doctor's slope the elevator chammel in the Tx mal-
funcioned and with the model already over the
water's edze, [ had no choice but to give full left md-
der and mleron in order o prevent i from crashing
into the lake below. It went into a steep left mm

JSenhinn e By 403 seade Blfie

loop closer to where they were standing, This was
developing into a potential disaster and finally we
manazed to have them all sprnting to the other side
of the platean to avoid being hit by the oat of con-
trol plane. It pancaked on to the edge afier 2 more
loops and a sigh of relief went through everybody,

| The historic date, 30™ of September —1:1
Lof October 1978 | when | was povileged (o
be part of the support team for Brian Lag-
(ing's world duration record of 28 hrs and 28
meconds at MU Hollowback. My detaled
report of that event can be found in Les
i Bayllis VARMS HISTORY recond and
S comp miles pat 4 page 10 on hipd
www. vamms.orz au. This was indeed a well
Y eamed and extremely satisfying achieve-
ment for Brian and of course for the whole
Jaoaring fraternity in Australia., amd without
doutd his personal best effort after a 1ot of
preparation and hasd wore (This @5 a fan-
| tastic achieviment al any time and must ave
— been a tervific thing to have been imvelved
in. Imogine lugping o dunny lo the lop of

alalled and hat the ground heard with the port wing bt
to my surprise broke the starboard wing, which did
not hit anything at that point. The result was another
extended stint in the workshop (o repair the shattered
wing and the JR Tx was fixed by Alex Wilhelm. If 1
had known that the trim fimction was separated from
the mait elevator channel, [ conld have saved the situ-
atiom. but il was not 1o be—aned 1 also leamed ome
important fact: “NEVER COMPLETELY TRUST
YOUR RADIO GEAR “!! The Elfe finally ended its
life, being shot down in a keyboard miox up in Swan
Hill, which was a heart wrenching experience for all
concerned and it was the end of my scale glider buitd-
ing and flying time concentrating on aerotowing and
powered aircrafl from then on.-

High Aspect

Hollowback!.. the fogisiics and back-up by
the suppaort feam makes for a greai read . ED)

Al this point T am compelled to mention the sad
story which developed on the 7 th of December
1980 at the same =ite, when 1 found myself fiddle-
ing with my own model at the back of my VW bus.
and Brian standing 20 meters away, calling out “Hi
John, have a look at this!™ He had his QUTCAST 3
cirching very hagh above the hill, in brght sunshine,
with strong thermals around everywhere, and [
velled jokingly back at fim * Watch oul Brian, von
might get vour wings bumed oft ("—Litle did 1
guess, those were the last words anyone spoke 1o
him. Some 15 minutes later. thers was a commo-
tiom on the hill, people were mnning around
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and Brian's cousin Bob Sellars hollered “Cuick, get
an ambulance, its Brian. . down there " We scram-
bled down the west slope and there he was-flat on
his back, his eyves wide open and an meredible smile
om his face, his OUTCAST undamazed a few meters
away. Bob and [ started quickly to give him mouth
to mouth resuscitation and we pumped on his chest |
but there was no response. We were all totally shat-
tered , amd seeing such a wonderful person bemg
ripped away at the prime of his life, so quickly and
unexpectedly was just too much. !

His wifie Annetle and their 3 children were standing
on top of the hill, and I offered to dove them home
to Geelong, which was the most difficult joumey of
my life. The post mortem investigation found, that
he had a massive heart altack and died mstantly
without any pain, as evident by his smiling face
when we réached him, -SUCH IS LIFE

P& If one would be given a choice, this was the way
to leave this planet, doing what one likes best , with
o pain and a anile on one’s face!

There were 8 VARMS EXPOS. Imitiated by that
meredible Club Dynamo JIMMY ROBERTSON
between 1286 an 1993, with the help of Stan Mason,
Ralph Learmont, Peter Cossing and a large group of
very dedicated members to promote R'C modeling
and to raise funds for VARMS. They were held in
the assembly hall of the Waverley High achool and
out door flymg activities on the sporis feld next
door. Jimmy manufactored special model display
stands so all the parmicipating aircraft were well re-
ceived by the public,

Durmg the last half of 1997 and Jamuoary and Febro-
ary 1998 planning amd preparation for the VARMS
MODEL AVIATION AIRSHOW on the 1" of
March 1998 ok place, which was a major under-
taking never before attempted on that scale amy-
where in Australia. TOM WICKERS, president of
VARMS at the time, headed a very enthusiastic sulb-
committes. and unless vou were actually involved in
the pre-event planning, you would have no idea what
actually went on, the enormons amount of phone

hzpectivity 312 - Jum 83

THEN | S0
FER'LL PARw
WHERE F TELL

reg |

High Aspect

calls, printing of promotional leaflets, actual promo-
ticnal model displays at varions shopping centres,
permits from comneils and VMMA Firebrigade, Am-
ulamce, amd Police for traffic control, catering, hiring
of marquee ables, fllsize glider display, vintage car
jovndes, tradestands, air-rainmgeorp for crowd con-
el -—--—etc, eic, etc—There 1= a video casseiie in
circulation about the event and a in depth répont on
the club website. The Bottom line is:- it was 3 success
and it did not raint. VARMS finally got the funds to
build the road and car park as well as the drainage
infrastroctire for the High Street nd Geld. Without the
very capable effort of everybody who helped, whether
it was manning a drink station, doing the display fly-
ing or clearing up aflerwards the club members and
families responded magnificently ... ...
a fantastic club effort.

PS: 1 still get occasional call’s from people asking
“When is the next ong?”

The last word. . The evenis locations and people men-
tioned are factual. but represent only a part of my to-
tal experiences &5 a VARMS member. To all those
members who are nod mentioned.. . my sincerest apol-
ogy !
May the winds blow always favourably for vou
and may von
GET YOUR TOY S HOME UNSCATHED!

Pra Bone Thermelo. . revivited

Aspectivity 57 - April 1975

Drear Old Durmimers,

1 thimk it HILARTOUS! There's this Club- see!
And THEY are going to wear BADGES - See!|
To dmote the pecking order!

WELL ! - M A HOBEY ACTIVITY! 27

Then | stopped Lo think. and [ said
“Bomy, You are not i this for the fin of it -
Wol've gotta get serious." - S0 - giviig e self
# good hard figurative kick m the pants, I did,
(Got serions). And here is the resuft --

The Splendid P.B.T. - VARMS AWARDS.

MOVICE. Each new member on
attmnmg the My ing site, will receive Port &
Starboard Gloves inscrbed LEFT & RIGHT, -
And a waistcoat in fhe Club colours with
tastefully embroidered across the back the word
"BACK"

HI-START-ONE-PIECE  Award
presented only to the sbsolutely top people. A
genuine, Original, Antique, Plastic HORN-ED
Viking HEL-MET as wom by Hagar the
Haorrible. Granted to those members who can
attain freedom from the Hi-Stant in one piece

Eipete.ete ar only FBT can. . oheck them all ot o diso
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Gerry Carter asks :-
WHERE DID I COME FROM?
WHERE HAVE 1 BEEN?
AND WHERE AM | GOING?

The interest in fying models started early, in child-
hood, with control line models and those messy, lond
and exciing engmes. [l was probably the messing
around with the engines thar was the main attraction
because flying led to crashes and re-building. No zap
i those days, In fact 1 did almost no Aying mysell
becanse of the risk. The risk of crashing and the en-
gines, being =0 troublesome, led to a loss of interest
and the atiention was diverted mto many other things,
Surfhoard riding was a major interest for a long time
but martiage and children eventvally killed that off.
Later on long distance running ok over and occu-
pied a lot of time over the vears.  And dunng this
time was about when it started, or is that, re-started.

Gerry on left...... proffering a word of advice 7

My zon had gome with a frend to a flving field and
wis mspired by what he saw. The field was High
Streel Road. Then one day he came home with a ra-
dio control model kit complete with evervthing 1o
make it My, | can't remember the name of the kit bt
it was light, small, fragile and quite fast and [ can still
remember the first day that it flew. We went 1o High
Street Road and the first flight was 2 hand throw cour-
tesy of CLff Fiddes. VARMS Club Champicn at the
time. Wot only did ClLiff throw it he flew it in a circle
and canght it in the air! [ was amaged, and, 1 think,
hooked nght there

The decizion was made that if my son was going o
drag me 1o the field to have fiun, | was going (o do the
same and a model was bought from ABC Hobbies in
Boronia. Many will remember that store. It was a
hortible model, called the ‘Hirundo' 1 think, but the
radio was good, aJR 4 channel FM set. Suffice to say
that despite all my best efforts this thing was never
going to teach me o fly,  So anotfhier model was
bought. The Aeroflyte Albatress. This was a great
mode] to lean with. 2. 5metre span, light, slow, easy. I
was going to be the only person never to crash a glid-
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er 80 | always had an experdenced member launch
andd land for me, Eventuwally they gof sick of this and
left me to do it all myself. In retrospect this was a
good thing, bat the crashes stared soon afler. Bul so
did the progress, My maor advance came when
Tom Wickers pointed out to me that when the model
is comnng towards you yon need o push the aileron
{or fuddery stick “under” the low wing o keéep it go-
ing straight. This completely transformed my flying
and my confidence.

All pilots go throwgh the ‘must have' stage {does it
ever end?) and after seeing a Sagitta 900 on the slope
al Glenfern Bd 1 just had to have one, And [ did. My
very favonrite model for a long time. 1 still have my
Sagitta 600, [t was 2 this ime that 1 started joining
i the competitions, YV ARMS ran a lot of comypeti-
tions in those days mcloding slope competitions. 1t

N

A typical Rudder £ Elevator podviedral moded

took a few comps for me to be noticed by the compe-
titiom pilots bt really they had no choice since 1 kept
coming, back and they had to launch for me and time
for me. (Works every fime . Edi 50 1 got to know
them all and vice versa and my flying improved rap-
idly with their help. One day VARMS held an F3B
comp # High Street Road and | beat one of the top
pilots in the speed task The theill of beating him got
me hooked on F3B.

The best avalable models were from Ralph Lear-
mont, Ralph's models came with fibreglass fuselag-
and foam core wings that you had to cover with
bal=a and finish with Solarfilm covering. These were
high tech models at the gme. [ can recall my firsi
time out with the =lope Ricochet, It was mund blow-
ing. This model was so fast that 1 didn™t think that [
conld land it safely but eventually | did.  Another
maodel that Ralph made was the T-Bird, a two metre
model that had a nasty tip stall on laonch if vou were-
n't carefil but was a delight to fly. My first T-Bird
flight was at Flinders amd it was great. The flight
encded when the battery pack ran ouf and it crashed

VARMS 2008



landed in the tee-tree in the goll conrse. | couldn’t

have landed it any beter myself anyway,

Ralph was snceessful with his models but the rest of
the world was moving on and I picked up on a model
that had won the Briish F3B Championships
{probably through magazines that 1 consumed regular-
ly) and 1 had to have cne. It was Stewart Blanchard’s
model, the Calypsos Sport.  This was over 3 metres,
glass fuselage. obechi over foam wings. The bringing
in of this model marked the start of a new era of mod-
els in Australia, When it arrived I was gob smacked.
The quality was unbelievable good. It tock a long
time to get the Calypso in the air and [ won’t go mto
all the details but the frst Tight was at M. Hollow-
back wath my wife to be, 1t was a good day for it and
I started by flving the slope Ricochel (o test the ar,
Then up went the Calypso. It flew really, really well
but seemed slow for something that was supposed to
be so fast. It was an illesion. I did Oy Fast, bt
looked slow because of the size. Tragically T mucked
up the landing, stalled it and broke the wing. It hap-
pens. The fumy thing was that when 1 few the Rico-
chet again, it locked really, really slow,

With the Calypso all fived up, 1 was at Camperdonn
flving it at the ‘Troctors® when the Doncaster Club
group tumed wp. It was very light lift so they tried
flying their floaty things with marginal success. They
were amazed when I launched the Calypso thinking
“that' Il never stay up”, But it did and that mght Mark
Droyle “had to have one’ and ordered a Calypso from
Stu Blanchard.

Estrella attacking the landing spot....... Bugger!.. mizsed!

Moulded gliders. Thie was the next sep and an op-
portnity came along to iy an Elipse 1, which 1 did.
The interest in moulding was sach that soon after my
purchase several very similar models (1o the Ellipse 1)
soon appeared and were named the “Xemox®. The first
Ellipse 1 fiight was at a field that has since been lost,

Leakes Road. It was quite
windy and of course T had to
flv. Mobody else did. Hav-|
ing checked at home that all
sarfaces moved in the cor-
rect direction I had the oth-
ers do one last check Left
rudder, check: nght mdder,
check, left aileron, WG|
right aileron NO. Well, that |
was worth doing!! Fived all|
that and had a few greal
flights. This was possibly |
the fird moulded competi-
tion model o the comntry
and [ had a great time with
1t

From this time I have had a succession of moulded
models. My philosophy has been 10 get my equip-
ment right and, having done that, my ability would be
the only thing holding me back from competition suc-
cess. ['ve been working on that problem ever since.

1 had great success with a model called the Fletcher
(T-tail about 2 9metre span, fantastic to fly). [ first
broke 20 seconds for an F3B speed rum with this mod-
¢l in the SA F3B championshipe af Maracoorte, |
took the Fletcher to the F3B World Champs in Tarkey
where we leamt @ lot. The first day at the field we
arrived o find everybody winch lannching down
wind! We had heard about it but never ssen it and
never done it, Going toa Wi 18 fun and & learmning
experience not 1o be missed. Darryl Perking won that
W flying a V-Ulira samd subsequently 1 boaght his
midel and 8 string of the same type from Flugmod-
elltechnik in Germany. Once I got the V-Ultra launch

[ lost my Calypso when it was ‘shot down' in Mew
Zealand. We were in NZ 10 compete and (o see and
hear Joe Witz speak.  That tnp opened our eves (o
the wider world of gliding and we conld see that we
had a Iot to leam. Joe Wurtz has great knowledge, he
is & fantastic teacher and a great pilot. 1T yon ever
have the chance to meet, see or hear him, don’t miss
it.

High Aspect
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b reliable it was a greal aeroplame. With this model
I wom the F3J tearm trial (o go to the W in Gresce.
Unforumately | managed to break practically all my
models before going and had o replace  them,
Fingmodelltechnik was just bringing out a new mod-
el, the Estrella, so that’s what went to Greece, to-
gether with a Tragi 701, Changing models was a

mistake. [ should have staved with the V-Ultra for
Greece. The Estrella was too different and 1 never
did have il flying properly for the WO and il really
waan't snitable for FA31. The Tragi 701 did a good
job though. I also got on the F3T team for Canada
{Mying the Estrella) and for that bonght twio Escape
gliders. These worked pretty well at the time but
better models for the task were already arcund so my
equipiment wasn'l really nght and T hadn't had
enough time with 1.

Where to with models now? I've just bought two
new Estrella’s but with a different wing section so
that will occupy me for some time. Amd for an add-
ed challenge I've started flying model helicopters.

When [ started ot the 4 channel JR transmitter was
very comimon. Hadios were coming out with mixing
available by adinsting “pots’, the first programmable

T o st et o s dnt it ot b o there camewiene |

radios. [ never had one of those, Sanwa had a 2
model memory computer radio and 1 did bay one of
those but socon moved on to the JR 388 JR3IBBS,
TRAZ10 and finally the Granpner MC24. It is fair to
say that without the advance in transmitters the mod-
elz that we fiy would be very different. These radios
permut the control mixing, pre-sets and so on, all dif-
ferent for each flight phase (I use six phases) that is
needed 1o maximise the performance of these modem
mowlded gliders. Just not possible before.

Every era has seen enormons progress in models and
the associated technology but I suspect that the last
15 or 20 vears has seen more rapid progres=s that any
odher in boeth model performance (dug o constrction
techmaques, computer assisted aerofol developmend
and new materials) and radio capability, But over all
the years some things remain the same. It's a lot of
fure pilot skill is the main determinant of perfor-
mance, amd we kove i,

Gerry Carter

Aspectivity Sept 1976
A Southemn Salkplane

144 scale Kestrel kit
F154.00

—

HAWTHORN HOBBIES
COME & SCREW
s

PRICES

733 BUAWSOD RD.. HAWTHORN 3122
Fheesn [£3] 02 1531
iy g 10 Bk B 171

A B AL LI ik o] R T T B P PR

Aspectivity April 1978

High Aspect

40 FARMS 2005



Colin Smith (Mr ED) remembers when he jolned VARMS

Blimeyl..I'd only just jeined the club and started
attending meetings when it all started o hap-
pen... what on earth had I got myself imto??? The
main reason was our new president, Tom Wickers.
Tom had taken the reigns and realised that the
club apathy was far foo strong and something
needed to be done (de I hear howls of protest
from the members at that time, prebably net) In
these days we were parking cutside the paddock
in a very small area with knee length grass and
huge ruts/furrows that threatened to tear the
mufflers off your car. The next step was fo enter
the main field and shoo the cows away from our
area of activity_..Err? we were here to what?...
Oh, enjoy ourselves..You have got to be jok-
ingl..ack fo Glenfern Read and a bit of hastle
free slope flying. Tom and his committee chunged
dll that.. first up we
needed fo raise a bit of
cash so we were in-
formed that the club
would be having a Trivia |
night at the hall. Very
new and papulur in thase

serious, unlike the i‘r'wlu

night

usual stand-up, sit-down

games all to raige money. Peter Cossing singing a
brilliant rendition of a Meil Diamond classic to a
stoanding ovation (he later fessed up to having
been o boss guitarist and singer in a rocknroll
band), Then the really serious game of "dress up”
started where eoch table hod to wvolunteer o
member to dress up in ladies attires all sourced
from one bag. ‘Well Tom is not exactly a small man
but he managed fo find the lot from undergar-
ments to fleppy hat..even rouge and lipstickl..my
stomach has rarely ached so much from laughing.
Little did we realise that he had staged the whaole
thing...brilliont, really brilliant and to top it all we
raized a helluva lot for the club kitty. I think we
had twe such nights and both were a huge suc-
cess,

The next surprise wos when the trucks appeared
at the field! Trucks full of earth, and they spread

it te form rumways. Oops! gene past myself... How
could I forget that memorable meeting when
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members were informed that to keep the field we
were going to have to use it more often and more
importantly, be seen to be using it and to that end
a Tew bungees and floaters during the week wasr't
good enough...we needed the power boys. Geez
that was a bombshell and objectors came out of
the woodwork by the bucketload. Heated, hot and
bothered, there were some very fiery exchanges,
mainly from members who were not exactly to be
seen flying very of ten but who wanted to maintain
the glider only principle. To this day I will never
know how the votes in favour of modification came
about, but it did and the trucks started arriving.
To cut a long story short, the strips were laid,
rolled, groded and grassed all with an army of
members and finally a very small it and ride mow-

er purchased to maintain them, The main field be-

contractors and
!Ihe cows had

been relocated by
"I‘h!m An open ﬂ'f-
ing session was
arranged to test
the power strips
and low and be-
hold when we got
| there after work

- v [ing slashed by

oo i “'—u’“"”““
night..there were the blocdy great big

Auster fullsize
plane sitting in the paddock .. With a grinning Tom
alongsidel Evidently he was flying over when he
must have had a malfunction which resulted in an
emergency landing on the nearest available piece
of good grourd,.surprise, surprise. VARMS
field Il Emergency vehicle galore from ambes to
fire trucks and police turned up and I think there
was even an air traffic controller returning home.
Fortunately the wind was in the right direction for
a downhil| take-off | and when Tom had departed
we all had a great fly on the new strips. That com-
mittee went on for a few years and did some ster-
ling work for the club including the fabulous air-
show that really got us all together, but tnferfu-
nately we never had another trivia night. Toms
enthusiasm for the club and his "Don’t sit on your
bum and moan......get up and make things happen”
attitude was an inspiration to a lot of us, It was
the only reason that got me started as Mr Ed ..a
pesition I relished for the next six years.
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Tim Morland revisits the
VARMS U2

So here we are; VARMS is fuming 40, and we
are reminiscing of what has gone before — if we
can. To reminisce you had to be around to “run
the tapes” and consider your recollections, How-
ever, | bet o some people, this short story about
the U2 would be something new — 'cause they
weren't around at the time =Newbees, | think is
the cument terminoclogy. To those who were
there for the first successful flight of the U2, try
17 years ago. Yep 1991 - or earlier. Whaolly
smoke! How time flies.

When VARMS was playing around with the U2
did the Internet exist? In fact the Internet was
going through birth pangs. Back in 1991, e-mail
didm't exist, and |-pods were siill buried some-
where in Steve Jobs' mind, Electric power was
almost worth the trouble. Outrunners, LiPo's?
Forget it

terest. There were many people involved with
the project, it went through phases as the air-
craft was bullt, and as it went through a turbulent
sernies of test flights, repairs and eventual dis-
memberment

When | threw my name info the ring. | didn't
know what part | was going to play in the pro-
ject, but | was pleased and interested just to be
involved. The design and construction team had
weekly meetings at Ceolin Colyer's place for,
maybe a couple months, whilst the construction-
al issues were dealt with and resolved. You
don't build a model as large as the U2 without
deciding how you're going to do it first. Everyone
seemed 1o be of the same mind. that how to de-
sign and build the fuselage was the biggest hur-
dle. Mone of us were acguainted with buiiding
such a large model — and this one was sup-
posed to be scale as well. Eventually | plucked
up my courage, stuck my head up out of the
frenches and proposed that the fuselage be

| recall that it was Mell Mcleod
who stood up at a VARMS meet-
ing maybe back in 1990, held up
a 3vlew and proposed the con-
struction of a giant model. The
maodel would be built by as many
as possible for the enjoyment of
all. However the concept for a
club model was not Meil's but
Jim Robertson, who quietly con-
vinced Meil, Colin Caolyer, and
the rest of the club, that such a
project could be worthwhile.

o the U2 was the result of a few
foclhardy people wiling to stick
thair neck out and do something

Lockheed U-2B

different. Design and build a

plane by committes. | thought it

would be interesting take to part so | joined the
foolhardy ones.. | might have something to offer,
By the time the model was finished the number
of peaple involved has swollen to about 60.

The building aspects of the plane have already
been presented in print, being the leading article
in “Aeromodelling Digest 1992". Having just
browsed through the arlicle, there does not ap-
pear 1o be much that | could add. Except it was
s0 long ago. From the loock of things, | aciually
had some hairl....... Those were the days.

S0, after considering what to write about, |
thought it would be safest to present some of my
own recollections, because they might be of in-
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made by way of using a tapered internal wooden
box that would run the length of the fuselage,
more or less, To the box would be glued foam,
cut it with a hot wire and finish off with strip bal-
sa and a layer of fibreglass, Ply formers would
be placed temporarily on the box at the appro-
priate places and used as templates for cutiing
the foam, lengthwise, to the basic fuselage
shape. This appeared to be the way to go as
careful study of the real plane found that it did
not have many compound curves, consisting
mainly of straight lines! OK. great idea Tim - go
for it, or so they said, So | saw myself taking up
the reins of chief draftsman and did my best to
make all the lines meet as they should.
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Jim Robertson hard af work on the fail ares

The Model Dimensions:
Scale 155

Span 443m  (14ft 6ins approx)
Length 2.75m  (9ft 3ins approx)
Root cord 630mm  (24.75 ins)
Wing area ~2m2  (19.8 sq.ft)

Algx Wilhalm reducing B3 builk I think he last the camera in there |
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