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A great turnout for the Feb 4th ALES competition

Tim Morland photo

9th March
General Meeting
Members of Eastside FPV (an FPV quad racing club located not far from VARMS) will
be visiting.
They will be showing us what drone flying is all about from 6:30pm - 7:30pm and there
will be Q&A session following the formal meeting.

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night
Fly, Food, Fix
6th April - Deadline for next edition
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President’s report

Col Collyer

I start this Prattle off with the sad news that Des Bayliss is no longer with us. He had
been unwell for a little while, so now the pain is over. Des joined VARMS in the early
70’s and has been an active and influential member all along. He had I think 5 years
as president, a 2 and a 3 year term. He helped a lot of beginners, fostered interest in slope
aerobatics, and while a little gruff, he did have a humorous side too. A few years ago he turned
up at Mt. Hollowback sans beard.... and very few knew who he was for a while.. very funny. By
request there is no public funeral, but there will be time set aside at the meeting for those that
wish to say a few words.
For those interested, we had another meeting with the Council reps, and they are either keeping
their info to themselves, or more likely are just puppets in the big scheme of things and don’t know
any more than we do!
Notes from the committee meeting...Welcome to 3 new members, Chris Chuan, Gerard Power
and Bruce Smith.
The CLUB.. yes capitals are looking for the following.. A NEW PRESIDENT. Not the hardest job
in the world, bet a vitally important one. We can’t live without one.

The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the
4th Thursday in every month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting
time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided and friendly discussion follows.
Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing
along their projects to present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on
technical matters related to electric models. There is normally a lot of experience
amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems.
Max Haysom 9801 3899

Wanted

Geoff Hearn

Southern Sailplanes Ricochet glider
If you have one for sale, would you please contact me advising the state of the model,
i.e. kit, partially built or flying and what version it is i.e. slope, thermal etc
Geoff Hearn 97293889
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February General Meeting minutes

Ron Hickman

Opened 8.00pm
Apologies

Members present 40
M.Hopper , Ian Slack, David Anderson,
Laughton, Dave Weller, S Ventervogal

New member

Bruce Smith

Brian

Minutes of previous meeting
Moved; Dave Pratley, Seconded: Keith Schneider, that the minutes of the previous meeting as
printed in Aspectivity be accepted
carried

Colin Collyer advised the meeting that the ride on mower and a blower had been stolen from its
locked container sometime Sunday evening. It was discovered early afternoon and reported to
the police.
Matter Arising
Dave Pratley raised the issue of the tenure of the club on the present site indicating that he felt
more aggressive action needed to be taken by involving the local federal member Alan Tudge,
the Federal Sports Minister and the Environment Minister to put pressure on the state government
to recognise that the VARMS area is in a green wedge never to built on and override the councils
plans.
Moved; Dave Pratley, Seconded: Anthony Peate that the club write a letter to Alan Tudge
requesting he take action over the Councils proposal to build in a green wedge area and that he
contact the Minister for the Environment and the Minister of Sport re the potential closure of a
facility conducting an internationally recognised sport.
carried
Anthony Peate suggested that we may need to pay for legal opinion over the tenure issue as only
one of the councils development plans includes VARMS.
Correspondence in
Arrowsmith & Petruccalli
AEFA Events Coordinator
Arrowsmith & Petruccalli
Tim Wakeman

email
email
email
email

re insurance policy
re raffle for AVA kit
re insurance claim
re club training

Correspondence out
Arrowsmith and Petruccalli
Council
Council

email
email/letter
email

re stolen mower
re follow-up building approval permission
re stolen property

Presentations
Rob Barbuto
Ken Hopgood
Mike Gubb
Wayne Gubb

Gold wings
Silver wings
Bronze wings
Bronze wings
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General Business
 Max Haysom reported on the recent council meetings with respect to modifications to the
road reserve use and the potential change in slip lanes in High St Rd to access the sporting
complex.
 Dave Pratley suggested the club, following the recognition of the field as the State Soaring
Centre should take steps to have the club recognised with National Gliding Club status.
 Peter Cossins reported on the activities of the Focus Group indicating actions being carried
out to spread the clubs involvement in the community with the Scouts, schools, Men’s Shed
and other seniors organisations.
 Discussion on the various educational programs that the club could be involved in. A
proposed module for inclusion in a regular schools program is being prepared by Neil
Roshier. The committee have indicated that VARMS should formally support the proposal.
 Dave Pratley indicated that he had contacts with a number of Universities and would
pursue these on VARMS behalf
 Colin indicated that the membership fees would fall due at the end of May with the
membership being for the financial year. This early approach would enable the early
payment of insurances to the MAAA to ensure that members did not inadvertently fly
without insurance coverage

Flying Event Calendar
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

General Meeting

9/3/18

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

F5J #5

9/3/18

Milang, SA

rcga.com.au

Thermal #6

10 – 11/3/18

Milang, SA

rcga.com.au

Show me the magic

10/3/18

VARMS Glider Field

see above

Wangaratta Aerotow

10 - 12/3/18

Wangaratta

see ad this issue

F3K #6 (State champs)

18/3/18

Diggers Rest

rcga.com.au

VARMS Training

18/3/18

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

AEFA meeting

22/3/18

VARMS Glider Field

aefanet.com

Introduction to building &
flying R/C aircraft

28/3/18

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

Jerilderie Aerotow

30/3 – 2/4/18

Jerilderie

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Training

8/4/18

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

F5J #6 (State champs)

8/4/18

Brewster/Ballarat

rcga.com.au

General Meeting

13/4/18

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Vale Des Bayliss

Peter Cossins

VARMS Life member Des Bayliss passed away in late February after battling with health problems
for some time.
Des was the President of VARMS when I joined
the club and I thought he ran the organisation
very well. Apart from being President of the
club, Des was always one of those members
who were involved in a great many facets of the
club. In the earlier days, while we did have the
use of the paddock at High Street Road, it was
totally undeveloped and only really useful for
some small level thermal. As a result we were
often a wandering band of Arabs. One month
we would a visit to a slope somewhere and the
next month it was another visit to a flat field,
frequently Leakes Road in the west.

Des, a 2 x 6 and Glenfern Road – a familiar combo
Des participated in a wide range of VARMS
activities and was successful in fairly serious
open thermal just before and during the early
days of the plastic fantastics. If records have
been kept that far back by the RCGA, Des was
a placegetter more than once. Although not a
contest aircraft, one of Des’s favourites was his
2 by 6. This was a 2 metre thermal balsa glider
with built up wings. It was light but also quite
versatile when it came to wind conditions.

While interested in thermal, Des’s main activity
moved toward the slope. He took with him his trusty 2
by 6 but also had built the Southern Sailplanes
famous slope glider, the Richocet. This was a
versatile machine with slope wings, speed wings and
general flying wings. Des had the lot. He was always
a competitor in the Victorian Slope Championships
and achieved places a number of times including a
one first place shortly before this competition was
discontinued.
Often you do not know when a friendship strikes up
and this was the case with Des and myself, it just developed over time.
In later years Des moved to Camperdown, then to Cobden and then back to Camperdown and
finally back to Upper Ferntree Gully as health problems continued to grow. I spent time with Des
staying with him and his wife Marj. overnight at Camperdown and taking on the great slope sites
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in the area. Day trips down there were sometimes undertaken
flying down to Cobden in my Cherokee Archer stuffed with slope
soarers. Des would come and pick me up from the airstrip.
On one occasion a very nervous Des agreed to take a trip across
the Otways to Apollo Bay in the Cherokee. Des was a nervous
flyer so I did not tell him that the strip was virtually one way, you
have to land by coming in over the sea as the strip sloped
upwards from close to the beach and also had very high ground
not that far away from the other end. We landed alright and then
visited his son Darryn who was camped there.
On the way back to the strip I noticed the wind was now lightly
the ‘wrong way’ and not from the ocean as usual. When we started to taxi Des noticed that I was
taxiing to the high end of the strip irrespective of the wing direction. The tailwind was only very
light but Des’s face went pale but he said nothing. I knew that the high slope on the strip
compensates for a light tailwind and had seen the commercial operator take off that way many
times. Half way up the strip the wind suddenly turned to be a headwind. It was probably a small
thermal. The relief on Des’s face should have been photographed. After that Des told me that
was his last flight in a light aircraft.
Des was a good friend and always dropped in to see Clare and myself when he was in town. He
battled poor health for quite some time, but did not make his problems too public. This certainly
was the case over the past weeks.
Des was the VARMS Historian and meticulously gathered information about the club and its
members activities right back to inception. This work is in electronic form and now needs someone
else to continue the task.
I will see Des on the slope at Hollowback the next time I go.

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Servo Linkage Design Software

Andrew Allen

Have you ever struggled to get the optimum servo linkage geometry designed and setup on your
model?
I recently modified my Prego wing, adding flaps to the centre section. Cutting the flaps out of the
wing and adding various L/E and T/E structures to the flap and wing posed no real issues. What
I was concerned about was the design and positioning of the flap horn and servo to flap linkage
to achieve the required 90 degree deflection. I could have put together a test rig to check my
theoretical design and fine tune it before installing on the Prego, but I was pushed for time. It
occurred to me that there may well be some help in the form of design tools on the internet that I
could make use of. I know some modellers use CAD (computer aided design) software to design
models and linkages, but I did not have access to such a package, nor did I have the time or
inclination to learn such a package if I could obtain one.
What I did find freely available on the internet was a program that was available to download and
install and its sole purpose was for design and simulation of servo linkage geometry. I figured I
had nothing to lose so the software was promptly downloaded and installed. After an initial false
start due to downloading the wrong version, I was soon up and running simulating my design
requirements.
The software allows for selection of bottom hinged, top hinged, top driven, bottom driven so really
any combination of servo and control surface mechanism. Once the general arrangement has
been selected (from within the code editor) the software can be run and from the user interface
servo horn length, push rod length, control horn length and control horn angle to be easily
changed. The two other dimensions shown on the diagram are changed from within the software
code. That’s correct you need to use the code editor to change the distance between servo pivot
and control surface hinge line, and to change the vertical distance from the hinge line to the servo
pivot point. Unfortunately due to fact not all settings can be changed from the user interface this
software is not for everyone.

Aspectivity March 2018

The design I arrived at for servo position, servo horn size and angle and control horn size and
angle using the software all came together in reality on the model and worked as required first
time without the need for any fine tuning or modifications.
Further information and software downloads can be found at the following links.
 Software editing environment (download version 2.2.1) https://processing.org/download/
 Servo linkage design software https://github.com/projectkk2glider/servo-linkage
 further info and discussion here https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php
 Youtube demonstration https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmfMiFj45kc

Thermal Flying – “Show me the magic”
A series of thermal flying coaching will start on
Sat. Mar. 10 at 1.00 pm. at the VARMS field.
Who is it for? If you have your Bronze wings and
want to know how to catch thermals, this could
interest you.
What do I need to bring? Bring an open mind (!), a
pen and your glider ready to fly. I will be using a
Radian for demonstration.
How will it be presented?
1. Discussion in the clubroom. So come even
if the weather is bad.
2. Demonstration.
3. Your turn to fly.
Topics covered will be:







Preparation of the pilot.
Preparation of your model.
Flying skills to practice.
Finding a thermal.
Staying in a thermal.
Returning home from down-wind.
Landing

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Alan Mayhew

ALES February 4th 2018

Bruce Clapperton

Good weather saw a strong turnout for ALES on the 4th of February. Most flights had good air and
we all had some good landing practice. There was a perfect score of 5 minutes exactly to 100 th
of a second! (was it Anthony Peate? I’m not sure). That’s a bit like a hole in one in my book.
Once again David Pratley proved hard to beat but Marcus Stent showed us all it could be done
with the humble Radian in second place. Marcus is a guy who really knows where the thermals
are! Well done to Tom Tan also for third place.
Thanks to everyone who helped with timing on the day. It’s really great to have a few extra people
help out. And also a big thank you to Tim Moreland for taking lots of photos which are on the
VARMS Facebook page.
The next event will have happened by the time you read this. After that the dates are
Sunday 15th of April and Saturday 26th of May.
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PSSA Mass build 2018

Glenn Salisbury

We are just about to formally launch the 2018 Mass Build Project on the forum and invite all those
interested in taking part to purchase the ‘short kit’ of parts which is now commercially available. For
anyone not yet aware, the chosen subject for 2018, the year in which the RAF celebrates its 100th
Anniversary, is the 53” span (1/9th scale) Hawker Hurricane designed by Matt Jones.
After a delay in development of the production kit - following the sad loss of Traplet Publications, with the
time taken to recover lost CAD files and correct the niggles found during a beta test build – we’re happy
now that we have a kit worthy of mass production and everything is finally ready to go!
We’ve been working closely with Sarik Hobbies and retail prices have just been agreed for the Hurricane
plan, the vac-formed canopy and spinner and the laser cut woodpack, which includes over 65 balsa and
lite-ply parts. It’s with huge thanks to Kevin Crozier and Barry Atkinson at Sarik Hobbies, I’m pleased to
announce that PSSA members can exclusively purchase these items at a special 15% discounted price!
Additional shipping costs apply and will vary depending on whether it’s a UK, European or International
delivery. You can order the plan, canopy and woodpack (either individually or better still, as a SET) here;

https://www.sarikhobbies.com/product/pss-hawker-hurricane-53/
To obtain your PSSA discount, simply type PSSA/SARIK2018 into the ‘Apply Coupon’ field at the
checkout when ordering online.
The discount will be active on the Sarik website until 31st July 2018, and incidentally the same discount
code can be applied to plans and parts for both of our previous Mass Build models - the A4 Skyhawk and
the Jet Provost, so now's an ideal time to catch up with our past PSSA projects, whilst the discount period
lasts.

We are hoping you can commence your Hurricane build soon after the formal project launch on 1st March,
it really does build quite quickly using the laser cut parts – so there’s no better time to purchase your set,
dust down your building board and launch your own build blog in the http://www.modelflying.co.uk/forums/
PSSA forum section - where a dedicated ‘PSSA Mass Build 2018 – Hawker Hurricane’ section will be
created shortly.
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VARMS Aerotow 10/2/18

Geoff Hearn

The weather forecast didn’t look all that promising with showers and moderate winds predicted.
This may have influenced many from attending, however a number of members braved the
elements which were in reality were not as bad as expected.
There were a good many aerotows undertaken by Steve Malcman with his J3 Cub as well as
Keith Quigg with his large Pawnee and to my knowledge no models were damaged during the
course of the afternoon.
There were 2 firsts during the day being maiden flights of Andrew Battersby’s large scale Blanik
and Ron Hickman’s Nord 2000 (Olympia) which both looked most realistic in flight.
Although the overall number of models were down on the day those who attended managed to
get in some satisfying flights.

In the foreground is a Club project
Blanik built by Ron Hickman. In
the background is a foam, electric
powered Cessna 170 used for
aerotowing

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task
This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance.
1. Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric
motor. If using electric launch, then switch off motor.
2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the
motor is allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed.
3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a
rectangle 15x4 metres. The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The
VARMS landing ropes are easiest to use for this.
4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made
to achieve the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.
5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording.
Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152
Pilot’s Name
and address
Date

Observer’s Name and signature

Date

Observer’s Name and signature

Wangaratta Aerotow
March 10th – 12th
This our 3rd year at hosting this event. We are located at 100 Stanley Street, Wangaratta. Camping,
showering & toilet facilities are available. Canteen available all weekend for breakfast & lunch.
Entry is $30 per person for the weekend or $10 a day. Everyone flying must be a MAAA member and
present their membership card on entry
Tea provided on Saturday night for an additional cost to entry at $15 per head. If you have been
previous years you will know how magnificent the food is.
Feel free to share & like our event the more the merrier.
Frequent posts and updates will be posted via our Facebook page leading up the event. Please
email if you are able to attend.
For further information you can email Jon York - President Wangaratta Aero Modelers on
rjyork@bigpond.net.au
Or contact Rachel 0400923475
Look forward to meeting everyone that attended last year and any new faces that attend
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VARMS clothing order form
Colour

XS
48

S
62

Lew Rodman
M
65

L
68

Royal
$72.50
JK01 Stadium Jacket
Colour

Total

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

77.5

80

85

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

55

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

Navy
$40.15
JB Crew Fleecy
Colour

3XL
77

62.5

Royal
$39.05
JB ½ zip Polar Fleece
Colour

2XL
74

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

Navy
$72.50
JB Flying Jacket
Colour

XL
71

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Royal
$24.20
JB Polo

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

53

Colour

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Navy
$26.40
JB Polo with Pocket

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket

Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest
Name:
Contact details:
VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each

Please send articles & photos for
publication to

editor@VARMS.org.au
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Total

Mowing Roster

Training Dates
th

Field

Alan Gray
Graeme Hollis
Martin Hopper
Robert Kassell
Tim Stewart
Geoff Moore

Runway & Pits:

TBA
1st week
TBA
2nd week
Paul Van Tongeren 3rd week
Alan Taylor
4th week

Heliport:

Geoff Moore

th

18 Mar & 8 Apr
VARMS Training is
kindly sponsored by:
Hyperion Australia

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring
Henry Wohlmuth
9764 1921

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
ph:

(03) 98870558
0415412096

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:
*Aerotow:
Clubrooms:

Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm
"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, ie. climb and glide
All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm
Mon

8am-Noon (power)
Dawn-Noon (glider)
Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)
Noon-Dusk (glider)

Tue

Power Glider

Glider

Wed

Thur

Power Glider

Power Glider

Fri

Sat

Sun

Power Power Glider

Power Glider

Glider

Glider

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please contact Max Haysom or Colin Collyer.
The Keyboard
Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key,
clearly named, into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of
Clubroom veranda.
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc., the
Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
VP & Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Membership Secretary
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Asset Manager
Webmaster
Registrar

Colin Collyer
Max Haysom
Ron Hickman
Ross Armstrong
Alan Mayhew
Glenn Salisbury
Martin Hopper
Russell Pearce
Geoff Moore
Graham Sullivan
Bruce Perry
Michael Best
Peter Zambory

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

9561 9097
9801 3899

0412 994 213
0433 799 922
9873 8256
9802 2044
95297095

98074875

president@varms.org.au
vp@varms.org.au
secretary@varms.org.au
treasurer@varms.org.au
cd@varms.org.au
editor@varms.org.au
ordinary@varms.org.au
membership@varms.org.au
heli@varms.org.au
power@varms.org.au
asset@varms.org.au
web_master@varms.org.au
registrar@varms.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA,so that we can maintain the
correct addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the
Secretary, or other Committee member.

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modelers who were interested in building and flying radio
controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South
Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where
Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is
attached to the flying field gate.
VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition
and self launching (electric) gliders.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom
near State Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before
Meeting starts at 8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters
of interest to all modellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew.
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