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It’s very good to be back on deck. Rumours my flying is now better with a re-attached 
thumb may well be true. Heartfelt thanks to the Committee who more than ably took over 
my duties while I was out of action.  
 

There’s been a lot of good activities going on around the club in recent months including: new SOP’s; 
Geoff Hearn’s garage sale of items from his late uncle Keith’s estate; the High Flyer’s Program; the 
ALES, 2M and fun event comp’s; aerotow days; regular training days; the RCGA F5J comp in 
December; new CASA Height Permit; new winch safety guidelines are on the way(!); Aspectivity; 
development of the website and the new members only page; working with Knox Council and Parks 
Victoria/DWELP on our relocation to Police Paddocks; Ian Slack running a members only wings rating 
day; a major clean out of the tractor and mower sheds; the Wednesday FFF sessions; refurbishing of 
the heli pad; some re-arranging of the club rooms; drone training and a Xmas Family and Friends Day. 
Henry Wohlmuth, the mowing crew and others continue to do a great job on the field, the pits and 
surrounds. There are also the important day-to-day jobs that quietly get looked after such as bills and 
finances, new memberships and registrations, other admin work, Capt Blockhead’s Café, monthly 
meetings, cleaning, tidying up, rubbish and recycling.  
A very big thank you to all the members who have made all the above possible plus any other 
contributions I’ve forgotten to mention. 
 

Fun Police 1 Please remember that flying at the field at any time on Victorian Central District Total Fire 
Ban Days is not permitted and that the field video camera runs 24/7.  
There should be no flying in any area when a Total Fire Ban is in place. This includes slope sites.  
 

Fun Police 2  There is still some out of bounds flying going on, often beyond the eastern boundary and 
sometimes beyond the northern one. Every VARMS member is a safety officer and if someone is not 
observing the rules let them know about it.  
If someone is flying out of bounds how about doing the golf thing and yelling ‘BOUNDARY’ ?  
If you see someone knowingly and consistently breaking club rules no matter what, please let me or 
another Committee Member know.  
 

Here’s looking forward to another enjoyable and safe year for VARMS and many happy landings in 
2019. 
 

Rosscoe  
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the general meeting of VARMS held at the clubrooms 14/12/2018 

Ross Armstrong in the chair 
 

Meeting opened  0800    Members present 45 
 

Apologies          D Anderson, M Best, C Smith, Peter Cossins, C Collyer 
 

Minutes of previous meeting 
 

Moved      John Gottschalk        Seconded  R.Kassel          That the minutes of the previous meeting as printed in 

        Aspectivity be accepted          carried  

President’s report             Rosscoes Ramblings 

December General Meeting minutes                    Ron Hickman    
         

Club Business 
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Business Arising 
 

Moved     Neil Roshier   seconded    Geoff Moore              that the rules and procedures as printed in Aspectivity 

        be adopted      carried 
 

Ross reported that Family day held last Saturday worked out very well with a number of family members 

attending.  It was a good day with power and aerotowing good displays.  Many thanks go to Keith Schneider and 

David Anderson for the catering.  
 

Ross commented on the recent successful garage sale day organised by Geoff Hearn from his late uncles estate 

with all proceeds going to the club.  Many thanks are extended to the Hearn family for this generous donation.                    
 

Correspondence      in 

VMAA     re casa approval 

VMAA   re casa temp approval 

CASA     re area approval 

KCC     re Essential Safety Measures Management Contract 

VMAA    re CASA fee 

KCC     re RRR 

VMAA    meeting minutes   11/10 

VMAA    meeting minutes    8/11 

Andrew Vanderwolf  re procedures comments 

Gary Ryan    re procedures comments 

Gerry Carter   re procedures comments 

Michael Best   re procedures comments 

Paul Van Tongeron  re procedures comments 

Peter Cossins   re procedures comments 

Rodney Savage  re procedures comments 
 

Correspondence    out 

KCC    re RRR 

KCC     re RRR 

Nick Wakeling   re RRR 
 

Ron  précised the letters from council and indicated that DELWP were not happy with VARMS current proposal 

for the RRR.  An inspection with Council and DELWP was carried out and VARMS were to submit further data.  

That has been done including the provision of the recent CASA guidelines for displays. The council indicated by 

email that the major projects group were preparing architectural drawings for the site  
 

Treasurers report 
 

Moved    Mick Barlow     Seconded     R     Kassell       that the treasurers report be received   carried  
 

Reports 
 

Russell reported on Aspectivity which is going well; he has enough material for the next few issues but articles for 

inclusion are always welcome.  Ross thanked Russell for his efforts 
 

Training   Ian Slack extended thanks to those many persons in the background who assist with training on the day.  

Training has been going very well with each student receiving at least 5 flights at the last session 

Ian Slack then presented Diane with the wings that she had achieved some time ago. 
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Bruce Clapperton reported on the recent f5j  day at VARMS won by Dave Pratley also the 2m comp went well 

with the next comp to be held early feb 
 

Geoff Hearn commented on the pre-meeting foamy fly that went very well (results below; ed.) 
 

Lou gave an update on clothing with a number of caps available at $15 ea  Other clothing is available to order 
 

Danny mentioned the successful aerotow held last week now all done for year an intending to restart on 2
nd

 Sat in 

Jan.  Ross thanked Danny for organising the very successful aerotow events for the year 
 

Ross extended many thanks to Henry and the mowing crew for keeping the grounds in such a pristine condition 
 

Ross extended thanks to Michael Best for the ongoing work done on the website and the installation and 

commission of the field camera 
 

Neil provided an update on the progress of the high flyers group, some have started building DLGs and a couple of 

participants are nearing competency qualification.  To allow for family constraints, a build group has commenced 

on Monday afternoon/evenings.   All are pretty keen and discussion has been held on further training 
 

General Business 
 

Gary Ryan and Dave Pratley indicated that there were problems with the conditions attached to the CASA permit 

in that it did not allow effective competition for F5J with the CASA restriction of 500m laterally from the flight 

line.  Resolved to refer this issue to the committee for investigation. 
 

Kevin Fryer reported on the Masters games he had attended in Alice Springs where aeromodelling was included 

for the first time.  A number of different categories were hotly contested and Kevin came home with 1 gold 2 

silver and a bronze. 
 

Ross indicated that the council had responded to a request to clean out the drain to the east following the flooding 

of the carpark earlier in the year 
 

Ross reported that the commercial drone course recently conducted by the Institute of Drone Technology over 5 

days at the clubrooms went well and netted the club an amount of $1500 dollars 
 

Ross also issued a personal thanks to all those who assisted him the day of his accident and in the follow up 

period.  His thumb is still recovering with a long way to go before final outcomes will become realized however 

cosmetically it is looking great 
 

Ross gave special thanks to Ron Hickman who has worked very hard AND successfully on a number of important 

items of club business (e.g., Rowville, CASA  

height clearance, drone training) while he was out of action.  
 

Meeting Closed 8.45pm       R.Hickman  Secretary 
 

 

The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every 
month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along their projects to 
present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters related to electric models. 
There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems.                     
Max Haysom 9801 3899 
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 URGENT     Need someone to take on the role of Secretary of VARMS. 
 

I will not be available to carry out secretarial duties after the April general meeting as I will be on tour for 
the foreseeable future. 
 

The role is not all that arduous given the support given to the secretary by the President and other 
members of the committee.  The major role is to record the minutes of the committee and general 
meetings and to write the odd letter, however most business is now conducted by email.   
 

I have set up an electronic filing system that works but  given I grew up in the paper era it could do with 
some refinement by someone who is more familiar with electronic systems with the alternative of 
reverting to the traditional paper system. 
 

Some of you may have noted that I record the minutes direct into the computer at meetings, this is 
because I can no longer write quickly legibly, not because I have any particular expertise on the 
keyboard. 
 

The role is very interesting, particularly with the possible future relocation, and there is the opportunity 
for someone dedicated to have a significant input on the future direction of the Club. 
 

If you have an interest in the position please discuss with Ross, myself or other members of the 
committee so that a smooth changeover can be effected in the next 2 months 
 

Ron Hickman    Secretary  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Later in the year 
Saturday 16 March 2019 ALES 
Weekend 6-7th April 2019 VMAA trophy Weekend (Venue: Darraweit Guim) 
Sunday 24th of March 2019 VMAA Practice Winch Glider (morning)/Electric Glider(afternoon) 
Saturday 27th of April 2019 ALES 
Sunday 2nd June 2019 ALES 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

VARMS Training 3/2/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Foamy Duration 8/2/19 VARMS Glider Field evening before meeting - Geoff Hearn 

General Meeting 8/2/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 9/2/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

ALES 10/2/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 17/2/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Open Thermal Glider  17/2/19 Diggers Rest Tom Dupuche 

Autodesk Fusion 360 18/2/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

F5J Electric Glider 24/2/19 Diggers Rest Jim Houdalakis 

Autodesk Fusion 360 25/2/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting 8/3/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Events and competitions 

Important notice 
 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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 After a non-start at the November scheduled event (only two entries) my expectations for 
December were not high. I arrived mid-afternoon and manager to get a flight with my Radian in between 
rain showers. As the six o’clock start time drew near the weather didn’t look promising with very dark 
clouds threatening to drop their contents.  

Seven fliers fronted and a couple had indicated that their travel to the field had been through 
torrential rain and didn’t expect to be able to fly at their arrival at the club field. However the gods were 
on our side and a window of opportunity allowed us to run four uninterrupted rounds. The following is a 
listing of the entrants and round scores. 

 

Entrant round 1 round 2 round 3 round 4 Total 

Sepp Kirschenhuber 3 3 2 2 10 

Russ Pearce 2 2 DNS DNS 4 

David Pratley 4 7 3 5 19 

Kevin Fryer 6 6 5 5 22 

Henry Shapiro 5 4 4 3 16 

Andrew Battersby 1 1 1 1 4 

Bruce Clapperton 7 5 6 4 22 
 

 

Results; Equal first Kevin Fryer and Bruce Clapperton; second; David Pratley; third Henry Shapiro; forth Sepp 
Kirschenhuber; fifth Russ Pearce and Andrew Battersby.  
 

Many thanks to those who came along and participated; next comp to be before the February monthly meeting. 
 

 
    

This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance. 
 

1. Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric motor. If using 
electric launch, then switch off motor. 
 

2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the motor is 
allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed. 
 

3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a rectangle 15x4 
metres.  The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The VARMS landing ropes are easiest to 
use for this. 
 

4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made to achieve 
the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.  
 

5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording. 

 

Address : PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152 
 
 

Pilot’s Name 
and address  

 

Date  
 

Observer’s Name and signature 
 

Date Observer’s Name and signature 
 

 
VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task 

             Pre-meeting Foamie competition Friday evening December      Geoff Hearn 
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Fusion 360 is a sophisticated cloud-based Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided 
Manufacturing (CAM) software package that is free for hobbyists. For aeromodellers, it can be used to 
design ribs and formers for laser cutting, pitot tubes for 3D printing, and canopy and cowl blanks using 
milling. 

Its sophistication means that there is a steep learning curve and a commitment to learning the 
product, but you will be rewarded with the capability of accurately designing whatever you need. 
To help you avoid all the mistakes that I made by learning the product by myself while designing my 
SubSonex model, I will be holding two sessions at the club to get people started with using Fusion 360. 
As I am using Fusion 360 to design the wing and fuselage of this 2.3m model, the emphasis will be on 
how I went about this design and the cutting of laser cut components. I do not pretend to be an expert, 
but I have learnt the key functionality of this program and will show you how to get started. 
 

Session 1 
 

Describe the overall design approach 
Walkthrough the main screen of Fusion 360 
Walkthrough navigation of a design, using the SubSonex as an example 
Describe planes, origins, sketches, bodies, features, components and sub-assemblies 
Demonstrate the design of a simple 2 rib wing with lightening holes and 2 spruce spars 
a) Parameters 
b) Sketching 
c) Projecting 
d) Extruding 
e) Copying components 
Describe how to nest your parts 
Describe how to produce a .DXF file of your parts suitable for a laser cutter 
Describe management of design files in the cloud and off-line 
Describe add-ins for wing foils and laser cutting 
Describe the lofting process 
Reference resources 
Session 2 
Hands-on tutorial in designing the 2 rib wing. You will need to bring your laptop so that you can do the 
design yourself while following me. 
 

Preparation 
If you can, visit https://www.autodesk.com/campaigns/fusion-360-for-hobbyists and follow the process to 
download the software onto your laptop. It will be needed for the tutorial in Session 2. 
 

Times 
Session 1 – VARMS Club Room Mon 18 Feb 6:30pm to 8:30pm 
Session 2– VARMS Club Room Mon 25 Feb 6:30pm to 9:00pm 
 
 

 

News and Articles 

Tutorial on Getting Started with Autodesk Fusion 360 (repeat listing) 
with Paul Van Tongeren 

 

https://www.autodesk.com/campaigns/fusion-360-for-hobbyists
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 As soon as the real experts in Open TX read my contribution in the last issue they pointed out 
that there is a way to produce the same action with only two lines of logic in place of my five. This is my 
version of how it is done. (please feel free to advise or explain better ways to do this as we all benefit by 
continual learning)  
 As stated last time, we use a “special function” to override the throttle input with a minus 100 
value, which prevents the motor running, and we use the logic functions to determine the conditions that 
cause this inhibition to occur. The lines of logic are shown in the following screen shots for both the QX7 
and X9D Taranis transmitters. 
 

 

 

 

QX7 version X9D version 
 

 As you can see the displays are similar although there is more real estate available on the X9D. 
The above logic states that logic switch L01 (L1 in the X9D) is ON when “a” is less than x (a<x) where 
“a” is the throttle input (I Thr) and the value “x” is minus 95 plus the “AND” switch SF is in the up 
position. This is the condition that we want the motor to be able to run. That is, if we turn the throttle 
release switch to the go position (SF up) and the throttle is not “off”, it still won’t start. So this one line of 
logic replaces the first four in my earlier and less elegant version. 
 

 The fact that the last column on the QX7 screen and the third last column on the X9D screen is 
an “AND” switch is not abundantly clear however it becomes more so when you go into the edit function. 
Because the QX7 has a smaller screen you get a separate edit screen whereas you can edit the X9D in 
the screen shown above. 
 

 

In the QX7 the edit screen comes up with 
labels for each feature and, as you can 
see in the photo opposite there is an AND 
switch plus duration and delay. These 
correspond to the three last columns of the 
X9D. Presumable the duration can be 
used to control slow actions like lowering 
an undercarriage and the delay may be 
useful to stop the undercarriage moving 
until the doors have had time to open  

 
 

 Now back to finishing the job. I have used a special function as before to inhibit the motor 
however when you look above you will see that Stcky switch L02 comes on when I want the motor not 
to be inhibited. That is, throttle stick is down and switch SF is allowing the motor to run. So in actual fact 
I don’t want the motor to run under any other conditions. I have done this by using the exclamation mark 
to reverse the special function as shown below. 

The Ultimate Throttle Cut Revised                   Russ Pearce 
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 This means that except when L02 is “ON”, the motor will not run. To edit this line to insert the ! 
you first highlight the line and then long press enter key and choose the appropriate action (reverse). 
 

 Finally, the bottom two lines are a couple of sound files that play either “throttle active” or “throttle 
disabled” at the appropriate times. Perhaps more on how to do this on another occasion. My primary 
purpose in publishing this is to perhaps provide a bit of a resource for the High Flyers group, but I hope 
others find it useful. 
 
 
 

Model number 3 (apologies to Geoff for missing this last time)  
 

Glider type;   DG-1000 (scale example of full 
size two seat sailplane) 

Manufacturer;  ST Models 
Length;  970 mm / 38.2 in. 
Wing span;  2010 mm / 79.1 in. 
Flying weight; 750 g / 26.5 oz. 
 
 
Wing Loading; 29.7 g/dm2  
Power system; Brushless motor, 1300mh 
11.1v LiPo battery in a retracting power pod. 
Propeller;  7x5  

 
 
 
 
 

 
This ST Models RTF model was purchased new from a local retailer. It was inclusive of a 2.4 

GHz radio system plus the battery and balance charger etc. 

My Foamy Fleet  (part 3)                     Geoff Hearn 
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The appeal of this model was its’ scale nature and up and go power system. With the pylon, 
motor and propeller able to be retracted into the fuselage as in the full size aircraft. There is a great 
advantage to be able to retract the power system and have the model clean for soaring. 

The retractable motor system operates using a geared motor which unfolds the propeller and 
motor from within the fuselage when the model needs thrust to climb. When the model is in gliding 
mode the whole motor system will be retracted into the fuselage to reduce drag. 

I have owned this model for a good number of years having operated it of the slope and flat 
fields. The only alterations I have made are to the markings and added cockpit details, some painting 
and the addition of a Hobby King pilot. It has good slow flying characteristics with a wing section 
suitable for slow flight. 

Although the glider has no undercarriage or wheel, I have been able to fly it off the ground (ROG) 
with success. I might add at this stage that all my foamies have clear tape along the undersides of the 
fuselages in order to keep dirt and grime out of the foam. (Have you ever tried to clean your foamies of 
imbedded foreign substances) 

The only negatives that I have experienced with the DG-1000 are that the retracting motor 
system has developed a fault whereby it requires a number of cycles before the system fully retracts. 
The other is that the control surfaces are slow reacting in their operation. 

My total flight time with this model is approximately 5 hours. 
I rate this model as 8 out of 10 
 

Model Number 7  Arcus M 
 

 
 

Glider type; Scale representation of the Schempp-Hirth high performance two seat self launching glider 
Manufacturer;  S T Models 
Length;  1000 mm (39.4 in) 
Wing span;  2222 mm (87.5 in) 
Flying weight;  930 1025 g  
Wing area;  28.6 dm2  (444 sq in) 

Wing Loading; 32.5 to 37.8 gm/dm2 (10.6 to 11.7 oz/sq ft) 

Propeller;  7x5 retractable 
Battery and ESC 3S 1300 mah 20A ESC 
Radio; 2.4 GHz supplied with the model RTF.  
 

When I found out about this sort of model from ST was available locally I just couldn’t help 
myself. This model represents my 6th purchase of this brand of foamie.  



    Aspectivity February 2019 

 

The only thing I had to do to fly the model was to assemble it out of the box and charge the 
battery; about a one hour effort including the charging time. This follows previous practice with ST 
models which have been purchased in this form. Since initial assembly I have only had the model de-
rigged once in order to replace a retractable wheel servo. 

This model, whilst still being a foamie, has a number of features not found in other comparable 
airframes. For example, the wing plan form is faithful to the full size sailplane. The wing section appears 
to be likened to full size examples as well. Apart from the normal control surfaces (elevator, rudder and 
ailerons) it has a retractable pylon carrying the motor and propeller which conveniently retracts back into 
the fuselage. It also has top wing mounted air brakes and retractable main wheel with closing doors. 

The only enhancements I have made to this model are the addition of a Hobby King pilot and a 
change of markings to represent a full size exampled based at Bacchus Marsh in Victoria.  

Whilst the model exhibits numerous functions which make it an attractive purchase, there are a 
couple of negatives. Since the wing section is unknown it is clearly not a floater, high lift section. This, 
together with all the additional functions (air brakes, retractable wheel and the retractable power pod) 
have added substantial weight to the airframe of this 2.2 metre model.  

All of the above results in a model having to be flown at a speed higher than would be desirable. 
The model will tip stall if you get it too slow. The other negative are the airbrakes which are either fully 
on or fully closed; no in between. These brakes would be suited to a model twice the Arcus’s wing span. 
On deployment the action is so vicious that the model pitches down at an alarming angle requiring 
substantial up elevator to arrest the dive. I am unable to compensate this action with mixing as the radio 
provided doesn’t have this facility. How have I solved this sudden down pitch, simply don’t use the 
airbrakes. 

Summing up – a nice looking model with plenty of functions to play with; flying characteristics 
keep you on your toes.  

Approximate total flight time to date 3 hours.  Rating out of ten – seven. 
  Model Number 8 

Salto (with retracting ducted fan) 
Manufacturer: ST Model 
Wingspan:  71.1 in (1806 mm) 
Length:  31.9 in (810 mm) 
Wing Area:   341 in² (22.1dm²) 
Weight Range: 31 oz (880 g) 
Wing Loading:  13.1 oz/ft² (39.9 g/dm²) 
Battery  3S 1800mAh LiPo  
Requires:   
5-channel radio  
(AIL-ELE-RUD-THR-RMS) 
Receiver 
Battery  

Main features – Fully retractable 50 mm ducted 
fan unit; all servos installed together with the 
electronics to operate the “Up and Go” unit. It could be 
considered an ARF as you only have to install your 

own receiver and a battery pack of the 3S 1300 – 1800 type.  
I first saw this sailplane advertised in an English aeromodelling magazine, and as I had extensive 

experience with the ST brand of models, I considered it would be a good new addition to my fleet. 
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I made enquiries locally with “Dave’s Toys for Big Boys” and was disappointed to find out that the 
local agent for ST Models had never heard of this model which made me think that I was going to have 
a problem. This was quickly solved when Dave Prately sourced two examples from the USA. I was back 
in business.  

The model proved to be aerobatic with power on or off. I launch the model ROG (Rise Off 
Ground) and after climbing to height, retract the fan, and generally attempt to soar it; not impossible on 
average to good weather days. 

 Early on in its’ life I was caught out and managed to damage the model after I reversed the 
ailerons on the transmitter and didn’t pick this mistake until I attempted to fly the model. 

My next incident was when the model lost thrust but not the noise during a climb out. I landed the 
model to find that the impellor blade had broken away from the fan unit’s hub. One of the blades had 
broken through the canopy and lodged in the cockpit. Not being able to find a replacement fan locally, 
again Dave Prately sourced a supply from the USA and, after they arrived, I was back in business. After 
a number of successful flights I had a repeat of the previous incident where the fan blades broke away 
from the hub; again lodging one of the blades in the canopy. 

I think it was now time to look a little closer as to the cause of the problem, After a thorough 
inspection I found that the fan shroud had a crack in it and was allowing the shroud to flex which 
resulted in the blades making contact with it and damaging the fan which eventually failed. Back to the 
USA for a replacement shroud; problem now solved; no more blade departures. 

The model has now proved reliable and a joy to operate. All of the issues I have had are in no 
way the fault of the model or its’ systems. 

I have accumulated approximately 3 hours flying time with it. I have never flown it off the slope, 
but would be confident that it has god slope soaring ability. 

My rating for this model is 9 out of 10. 
Model Number 9 
Hall Cherokee  

 
 
Sailplane type;  
Scale example of a full size American designed 
homebuilt. 
 
Distributer:  Hobby King 
Wingspan:  1700 mm 
Length:  920 mm 
Wing Area:   23.27 dm² 
Flight Weight: 700 g 
Power system; power pod with brushless motor 
and a 30 amp ESC and a 1500 mah 3S LiPo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    Aspectivity February 2019 

 

 
Features; Moulded EPO airframe; EDF power or pure glider option; bolt together construction; 

servo operated tow release mechanism (aerotow); streamlined aileron servo covers; all masking pre-
applied; and a tow hook for winch/bungee launching. Requires a 3S 11.1, 1500 mah, 25 – 40 C LiPo 
battery (power version) or a 4-5 cell Nimh (pure gliding); 5 channel transmitter and receiver. 

I first saw the model advertised on the Hobby King web site. It appealed to me as it seemed to be 
a fair representation of the full size sailplane and was finished in an attractive scheme of mixed 
markings.  

Upon completion to flying status I went ahead and test flew it with the EDF power unit attached. 
This unit produced plenty of noise and thrust and when stopped caused a lot of drag in the glide mode. 
After operating it for a time I became aware that Peter Raphael, a fellow aeromodeller and the operator 
of a full size example VH-GPR, had an example of this same model and he had found it had the same 
limitations in model form that I had found with my example. Peter subsequently manufactured a power 
pylon with a brushless motor attached and a pusher folding propeller and made one available to myself 
at no cost (Thanks Pete) 

This combination obviously reduces the drag problem, but the model has always exhibited 
characteristics which make it extremely difficult to fly. It is unstable in pitch with either power on or off 
and will stall and spin at even the thought of it. The C.G. has always been within limits, so I am of the 
opinion that there is some other issue at play. I have given the issue some thought and can only 
conclude that the tailplane is being blocked of airflow at certain angles of attack. The wing has a large 
cord at the root and the position of the tailplane is only a short from the wing’s trailing edge. 

I have been able to fly Peter Raphael’s example under aerotow conditions, and in straight glider 
mode it has also proved to be a handful. I have even spun my example on the circuit area when turning 
from downwind to base leg prior to landing.  

The only enhancements I have made are the addition of a pilot head figure and canopy detail. 
So in summing up; what appears to be a pleasant looking model doesn’t always translate to 

being a good flyer. 
Approximate total flight time one hour. 
My rating of this model is 5 out of ten. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertisements 

 

“Balsa Bill” of Alans Gippsland Hobbies has announced that he is having a sale with reductions on his 
already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please send articles & photos for 
publication to 

editor@VARMS.org.au 
Deadline the last Friday of the month. 

mailto:editor@VARMS.org.au
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field             Alan Gray                     
                           Mick Barlow  
                   Martin Hopper           
                     Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                     Geoff Moore               
 

 
  

Runway & Pits:     Zdenek Busek    1st week 

                             Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
For queries or 
problems regarding 
this timetable, please 
contact Ross 
Armstrong or Ron 
Hickman. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

3
rd

 & 17
th

 of February 
 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 

 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

Noon-Dusk (glider) 

Administration 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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President   Ross Armstrong  0417 536 389 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Keith Schneider  0414 294 280 vp@varms.org.au 
Site Liaison   Max Haysom  9801 3899 
Secretary   Ron Hickman    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

