
    Aspectivity April 2019 

 

 
 

      Search for VARMS on Facebook  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                       
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night 
Fly, Food, Fix 

12
th
 April 

Next General Meeting 
 

Issue 530 
 

April 2019 

Cover Photo    Brian Laughton’s Fillon’s Champion vintage glider included just because I 

am in awe of the effort and skill it must have taken to build it. A full description of the build is in 
the December 2014 issue of Aspectivity number 483. Free plans for what appears to be a half 
size version are available on https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=9016 . While Traplet have 
plans for a 2.8 meter version for $22.50 (see https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=9016) 
Too much of a challenge for me, but I can admire Brian’s every time he brings it along. 
 

 

Notes on the layout and deadline for Aspectivity 
       I have changed the deadline for material to be included in Aspectivity to the Friday two 
weeks prior the general meetings so that our members have sufficient notice of any issues 
on which they may like to have an input therefore the next deadline is the 28th of April. 
       The order of the contents has been consolidated over the last few issues to the following  
Club business – Competition results and time tables – Articles – Advertisements – 
Administration and Rosters.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=9016
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=9016
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Relocation to Rowville Recreation Reserve – Nothing new to report. We’re still waiting to 
hear from Knox Council about the overall plan for the RRR and have been advised the 
plans  being drawn up include VARMS.  We have our regular quarterly meeting with 
Council on 11th April and expect an update then.  
 

Changes to the layout of the clubroom. Feedback about the layout/concept drawing in the March 
Aspectivity has been received, mainly around the proposed workbench on the east wall and the need 
for space to bring back the magazine collection. There don’t seem to be any concerns with the other 
proposed changes at this stage. Max Haysom has started work on the new charging station to be 
located on the north wall. 
 

Captain Blockhead’s Café Many thanks to Mick Barlow for getting a new microwave paid for by Capt 
Blockhead’s Café. Mick advises there’s a recent shortfall in Café funds meaning some people haven’t 
been paying for their drinks. As well 5 bottles of handwash have vanished from the kitchen area.  
This is all pretty disappointing and very un-VARMS. Mick puts a lot of time and effort into looking after 
this area and his work is very much appreciated.  
 
Flying Good to see lots of people enjoying the recent lovely autumn flying conditions. It’s a great time of 
year to be flying. 
 

There was another good turnout and good conditions for the ALES comp on 16th March won by David 
Pratley with Alan Mayhew as CD, standing in for Bruce Clapperton.  This is a great comp with a very 
relaxed and friendly ‘vibe’ and I’m sure members who don’t like the idea of a competition would be really 
surprised at how much fun it is and how it can help with developing flying skills. A Prelude, Radian or 
similar is all that’s required to have a go.  
It was great to have Dave back on the sticks after his recent surgery and we wish him all the best for his 
recovery.    
 

VARMS is pretty well ready to rock’n’roll at the VMAA Trophy at the State Field at Darraweit Guim on 
6th and 7th April. Many thanks to Bruce Clapperton for organising the VARMS Team. Bruce is still 
looking for someone with a high wing trainer for Combat and Fun Fly and advises lots of 
helpers/spectators/hecklers are always welcome. 
I’m also looking forward to the ½ A Texaco fun comp scheduled for 19th May, see the notice later on in 
this edition. Thanks to Kevin, Brian and Alan for getting this up. 
 

2019/2020 VARMS fees We’ve been advised to expect an increase in the VMAA component of our fees 
for next year. The Committee has decided to absorb this increase from existing club funds. VARMS fees 
for 19/20 will be the same as for 18/19.  
 

Committee Changes for 2019/2020 
Many thanks to Andre Sharplin who has put his hand up to take over from Ron Hickman as Secretary. 
The VARMS Secretary is an important job. Andre’s acting as Assistant Secretary at the moment, with a 
view to becoming Secretary at the AGM, and this means the handover from Ron will go smoothly. 
Keith Schneider is stepping down as Vice President.  
I’ll be fully acknowledging and describing the great work and contributions of Ron, Keith and all the 
other Committee members closer to the AGM. 
 

President’s report             Rosscoes Ramblings 

Club Business 
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I’ll be stepping down as President due to some coming changes on the home front and a recent work 
offer.   
 

So we’re now looking for a new President and Vice President for the year ahead. If you’re interested in 
either job or would like to suggest someone please contact a Committee member or me to discuss 
further. 
 

We have a good Committee that works well together. Being on the Committee is a great way to 
contribute to the club and is a positive and satisfying thing to do.  
 
 
 
Meeting opened  0800  Members present  26 
 

Apologies        A Allen  G Hearn  B Clapperton  A Favaloro  R Pearce 
 

Minutes of previous meeting 
 

Moved           John  Gottschalk       Seconded         Mick Barlow                    That the minutes of the 
previous meeting as printed in Aspectivity be accepted               carried 
 

Business Arising 
 

 
Referred to general business 
 

Correspondence      in 
Alan Tudge         Feb update 
Institute of drone technology        re drone trg 4th and   5th Mar 
Daniel Scandar        re drone trg 
KCC       re required child safe training 
Mens Shed      re deal with Total Tools 
 

Correspondence    out 
Institute of drone technology  re 4th and 5th Mar 
G Hearn      re    clubroom renovation 
KCC       re required child safe training 
 

Treasurers report 
 

Moved   R  Kassel   Seconded    A Mayhew    “that the treasurers report be received”    carried 
 

Reports 
 

Ross reported in the absence of Russ that Aspectivity was going OK 
 

It was noted that the last training day was the best for some time 
 

A Mayhew in the absence of Bruce indicated that the next ALES comp is next week and that the recent    
f5j event went very well with Dave Pratley participating in spite of getting out of hospital only a few days 
earlier. 
 

Ron reported that the High flyers group is going ok, they have purchased a cabinet from their funds for 
storage of their planes and equipment 
 

March General Meeting minutes                            Ron Hickman    
         



    Aspectivity April 2019 

 

Danny Malcman indicated that the normal monthly aerotow would be held tomorrow as a competing 
event had been cancelled. 
 

Col suggested that we set up an additional alternative aerotow day using a foamy tug as an additional 
event to the regular aerotow days.    Resolved that Col should discuss with Danny as the organiser of 
aerotow events. 
 

General Business 
 

Ian Slack has asked when updated training on the defib machine will be undertaken.  Not resolved as 
the responsible person not in attendance,  refer to committee for further investigation. 
 

Ross indicated that the committee had accepted Paul Van Tongeron’s offer to be the rep for power on 
the committee. 
 

Ross mentioned that the notice of motion put by Paul Van Tongeron  as printed in Aspectivity was 
representative of  an action that was available to all members   
 

Notice of Motion put by Paul to be voted on at the 12 April 2019 General Meeting                            
The motion reads: 

“That the changeover time in the Standard Operating Times table documented in Aspectivity be 
changed from noon to 1pm, except for those Saturdays where aerotow is running” 
 

(Editor’s note; with respect to above motion, Alan Mayhew has written an open letter further 
explaining the history and significance of VARMS. see below) 

 

Ross reported on the potential RRR move indicating that a sub-committee had been formed comprising 
Max Haysom, Ron Hickman, Alan Mayhew and Ross Armstrong to steer the negotiations through the 
still preliminary stages.  Ron indicated that the current state is that the KCC need to negotiate an big 
enough extension to the currently proposed KCC lease area at the RRR so that VARMS can be 
included in a revised KCC RRR lease.  There is a meeting to be held with the council next Thursday 
where the matter will be discussed. 
 

Ross requested comment on the layout of the clubrooms as printed in aspectivity.  The meeting 
generally accepted the layout. The question of the return of the magazines was deferred to later in 
general business.     
 

Ross indicated in the absence of Geoff Moore his concerns over plane flying over the helicopter area 
when helicopters are flying.  Geoff has obtained 2 “A” frame warning signs to be placed in the flight box 
when helicopter and/or winch/bungee operations are being undertaken. 
 

Ross indicated that after consultation with the exec he had knocked back a proposed weekend drone 
training course.  
 

Resolved to donate $100 to the Alan Tudge sponsored “Relay for Life” event in lieu of physically 
participating 
 

Mick reported that the recommended elevated starting benches have been constructed. 
 

Anthony Peate requested that he be allowed to shorten the log barriers in the pits to facilitate the 
movement of tugs through the barriers.           Resolved yes                   
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Ross reported that Russ Pearce had obtained the services of a qualified electrician and that the 
electrical problems in the kitchen had been resolved with the fridge now being connected to a separate 
circuit to the rest of the kitchen via an extension lead. 
 

Danny reported that the Paul Van Tongeron fusion 360 training program was well received and went 
very well 
 

Ross indicated that he had received communication re the revision of the handbook for classification of 
bronze and silver wings for gliders.  Ross has referred this request to Ian Slack for comment. 
 

Ross introduced and welcomed Andre Sharplin as the new assistant secretary 
 

Ross reported that the new winch guidelines were out. 
 

Ross apologised to the meeting for the lack of discussion around the removal of the magazines.  Ross 
indicated that the magazines were removed to facilitate the renovations to the north wall of the 
clubrooms in line with the plan presented in Aspectivity.  Discussion ensured as to the availability of 
magazines on line and the availability of on line plans and build instructions.  Colin indicated that he 
supported the return of the magazines to the clubrooms. 
Ron Hickman suggested that we should complete the proposed alterations to the north wall before 
making a decision on the magazines.  Bill Webb requested that the required notifications be made to 
enable him to move a motion for the return of the magazine at the next meeting. (Secretary’s note : the 
mention of this item in the minutes printed in Aspectivity constitutes sufficient notification) 
 

Discussion on benches on the plan,    R Kassell indicated that benches mounted on walls were not 
really suitable for the building of models as you need to get around all sides.    
 
Lew Rodman suggested that Bill Webb be supplied with a $150 float for the provision of supper at the 
monthly meetings                 Proposal approved by show of hands  
 

Deiter Prussner mentioned that the Beverley Shire Council in WA are looking for someone to possibly 
make a limited number of small models for sale to support the display of a model of the locally made 
Silver Centenary aircraft.   
 

Col Collyer gave a presentation on the history and purpose of the club indicating that VARMS was the 
only club in Victoria catering specifically for gliders, that the Constitution of the club was to promote 
gliders and emphasised the S in VARMS referred specifically to soaring. He went on to suggest that the 
club should look closely at what the club considers to be core business 
 

R.Hickman  Secretary 
 

Meeting closed 9.15pm 
 

The next meeting to be held at the clubrooms at 8pm on 12/4/2019  

 
 
 
 
 

The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every 
month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along their projects to 
present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters related to electric models. 
There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems.     
     Max Haysom 9801 3899 
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 The following is an open letter to the VARMS community with factual information relating to 
power flying at the club and expressing my personal views. I believe that these views are also held by 
many club members. I have been a member of the club for around 30 years. 
VARMS.  The primary objective of the club is to promote soaring. (This is independent of the launch 
method.) This makes it the ONLY club in Vic. with such an objective. Flying gliders at other clubs is very 
limited or non-existent. The obvious conclusion from this fact, is that the vast majority of model flyers 
across the state, are NOT interested primarily in glider soaring. I strongly believe that this unique aspect 
of our club should be preserved.  

 

 History.   In the mid 1990’s Tom Wickers was the president. He advocated that we should build a 
runway at VARMS for aerotow and allow power flying at the club. There was much discussion at 
general meetings and the final vote was to proceed with the idea. The basis of the agreement was that 
there were a number of members who flew both power and glider. Also that tug planes and scale 
aircraft could operate more easily with a suitable runway. 
 

 The committee at the time was undecided as to what proportion of time should be allocated to 
power flying. I wrote a letter to the committee to suggest that present day alternating mornings and 
afternoon sessions could work well. This system has been in place for over 20 yrs. I believe this a 
generous time allocation for power in a glider club. The point here is that I support power flying at 
VARMS as it broadens the use of the field and gives members what they want. 
 

 Membership.  Over the last 10 years or so, we have attracted members who fly predominantly 
power models. They have joined knowing that we are a soaring club. They are also a member of other 
clubs. This has worked well as they have contributed to the club community in many ways and fitted into 
the allocated sessions. They have also helped increase the use of our facility. This has strengthened 
the club. 
 

 April meeting. In last month’s Aspectivity you will have seen a notice of a proposal to change the 
operating times for flying. It is to be discussed and voted on at the April meeting. Such a proposal is 
quite within our constitution for any member to suggest. The net change is a loss of 2 hrs. flying time for 
glider and a gain of 2 hrs. flying time for power.  

 

 Keep in mind that power flyers view VARMS as a “morning site” as the sun is behind them in the 
morning. In the afternoon they can go to an “afternoon site”. Glider flyers do not have this luxury! 
I believe that the retention of the existing hours best serves the interests and preferences of most of the 
members while maintaining the club purpose.  

 

 Your vote is important. Use the proxy form in Aspectivity (below) or come to the April meeting. 
I will be voting against the proposal. 
 

ALAN MAYHEW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VARMS & POWER FLYING 
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FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY 

I 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………….. 

of 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………….. 

Being a financial member of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. hereby appoint: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………. 

of 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………… 

as my proxy to vote for me, on my behalf, at the General Meeting of VARMS on 12 April 2019 and at any 

adjournment of that meeting. 

My proxy is authorised to vote in favour for/against/abstain (delete as appropriate) 

 

Signed ………………………………………………………………..MAAA No.                                             

This …………………………………………………….day of 

……………………………….………………….2019 

 

 

 

All   VARMS  Members. 
 

              Beginning with the 19/20 financial year your club committee will be adding your wings rating 
onto your VARMS I.D. name tag.   Along the bottom of your I.D. name tag will be the word or words 
“Glider”   “Power” and /or  “Heli”.  Whichever is relevant to your situation.    The area will be blank if you 
do not have any ratings in any category at the time of printing.  There will be no differentiation between 
the level within these categories of Bronze, Silver or Gold.  Too much additional information would make 
the name tag overcrowded and difficult to manage.  The proposed addition to our name tags is only 
designed to show that the holder has the basic level of skill required to be in control of the type of 
aircraft they may be flying.   
 

               The wings rating information will originate from the MAAA Data Base and will be the same 
rating as is on your white MAAA card.   Any claim you may have to a rating that is not on your MAAA / 
FAI card will require supporting documentation or evidence from a qualified trainer.  There are sure to 
be a number of very experienced long term  flyers who may not have been updated over the years.  
These variations will be attended too as they arise. 
 

            You may wonder why your committee requires this increased level of proof.  VARMS as a large 
suburban club must continue to demonstrate to our insurance underwriters and the regulatory bodies 
such as CASA and Knox Council that we monitor and upgrade as is necessary our club rules and the 
flying skills of our members.  With the proximity of major highways and shared surroundings we have to 
show we do more than just talk about safety. 
    
 

Membership Renewal                           Geoff Glover 
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 VARMS  MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  FORM        Financial Year  19/20. 

   All  Members  wishing  to  join  for  year  19/20   must  fill  out  1 to 7.                        

New  or  lapsed  members  wishing  to  join  must  fill  out  1 to 9. 
 

1.  Name  .............................................................................................................................................................   

                             Surname                                          First name                                  Second name 

Preferred Christian Name on Membership Name Badge  ............................................................................ 

2.  Address  .......................................................................................................................................................... 

                        Number              Street/Road                              Suburb / City / Town                          Post Code 

 

Home Ph ............................................. Mobile...............................................   MAAA No  ………........................ 

e mail  ______________________________________________________   Date of Birth  

……............................. 

3. In an emergency Contact Name ……………………………………………………………… Phone 

…………………………………….              
 

4.  Circle your MAAA category and rating.                   Glider - None / Bronze / Silver / Gold / Instructor.          

Power - None / Bronze / Silver / Gold / Instructor.       Helicopter - None / Bronze / Silver / Gold / Instructor.   
 

5 .  If insured via another club please provide Club Name  ......................................   Insurance Rec No 

.................... 
 

6. Circle method of payment    EFT, CHQ or Cash            Total payable to VARMS     $  .................................  

7.  Applicants Signature   ........................................................................    Date  ......................................    

8.  New membership or lapsed member wishing to re-join must nominate a current financial member to endorse 

application for consideration by the committee.  

Nominating Member   ...................................................................................   Phone  ............................................ 

9.  If you are not holder of a glider, power or helicopter bronze wing you must have a “buddy” with you at all 

times when you are flying to help you to learn to fly safely. A nominated buddy must be a current VARMS 

member and holder of minimum bronze wing in the relevant category. 
 

Buddy Name  .............................................  Signature ....................................................    Date  

...............................     

 New or re-joining members agree to a probationary period of 12 months prior to full membership.                 

Members agree to abide by the Constitution, Club Rules, Field Rules and any Operating Disciplines of the 

Victorian     Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. in force during their time of membership.                                                           

This information provided is true and correct and it is understood that failure to comply with these rules may result 

in expulsion from the club.                Most important, is your writing legible  ???? 

      You are NOT insured at all if you don’t ....... 1.  Lodge a fully completed membership form                                  
&  2.  Complete the required funds transfer.                                    
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  INFORMATION TO COMPLETE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION          PAGE 2  
       

       MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 Full year 1 Jul – 30 Jun,  Half year 1 Jan – 30 Jun, for new members only. 

Joining Fee applies only to lapsed re-joining or new members, juniors excluded.    Joining fee = $ 50.00. 
MAAA insured via VARMS full year, Senior :                                VARMS $100 + VMAA Ins $114 = $ 214.00   

MAAA insured via VARMS full year, Junior or FT student :              VARMS $25 + VMAA ins $57 = $ 82.00 

MAAA insured for full year via another club, Senior :                                                VARMS $100 = $ 100.00 

MAAA insured for full year via another club, Junior or FT student :                            VARMS $25 = $ 25.00 

MAAA insured via VARMS half Year, Senior :                                    VARMS $45 + VMAA ins $62 = $ 107.00 

MAAA insured via VARMS half Year, Junior or FT student : VARMS $12.50 + VMAA ins $ 28.50 = $ 41.00  

MAAA insured for half year via another club, Senior :                                                    VARMS $50 = $ 50.00 

MAAA insured for half year via another club, Junior or FT student :                      VARMS $12.50 = $ 12.50 

MAAA insured via VARMS, life or honorary  :                                                         VMAA Ins $ 114 = $ 114.00 

  

       PAYMENT  
E mail completed Membership Application to,   treasurer@varms.org.au,   or 

Post to   The Treasurer,  VARMS Inc.,   P.O. Box 4096,   Knox City Centre,    Vic.    3152.        

Payment can be made by EFT, CHQ or Cash.    

For EFT payments use BSB 633 000, Account No 158421362, include name and MAAA No as reference. 

Make cheques Payable to VARMS.  

 

        INSURANCE   
If insured through another club, VARMS membership card will not be issued until MAAA have received payment 

from the club. 

Insurance through VARMS eliminates this issue.                                                                                                                                            

 

        MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
1.   VMAA/MAAA insurance policy provides all members with public liability cover and includes personal 

accident cover for members provided the form is correctly filled out and the required fund paid. 

2.    A full time student is defined as 18 to 25 years as at 1
st
 July of the current year and attending a secondary or 

tertiary institution on a full time basis.  Proof of attendance may be required. 

3.    Junior membership is intended for those under the age of 18 years at the 1
st
 July of the current year. 

4.   You may be asked to provide a copy of your wings certificates and/or your MAAA affiliate card to confirm 

your claimed wings.   

 

 

mailto:treasurer@varms.org.au
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* The rules for ½ A Texaco are available at  
https://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/Australian-Rules-S5-Old-Timer-Rules-2017.pdf 
 
 
Later in the year 
 

May 11th 2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

June 2nd  2019   VARMS ALES 
 

June 8th 2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

July 13th 2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

August 10th 2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

September 14th    2019  VARMS scale aerotow 
 

October 12th 2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

November 2nd - 5th  2019     Cobram scale aerotow Cup Day 
 

November 5th  2019  P&DARC's  (Cup Day Tuesday only) 
 

November 9th  2019   VARMS scale aerotow 
 

*** December 6th - 9th 2019  Bordertown 
 

December 14th 2019  VARMS scale aerotow 
 

*** Awaiting confirmation 
 
 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

VMAA Trophy 6-7/4/19 Darraweit Guim contestdirector@vmaa.com.au  

Foamy Duration ? 12/4/19 VARMS Glider Field evening before meeting - Geoff Hearn 

General Meeting 12/4/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 13/4/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 14/4/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

½ A Texaco * 19/4/19 VARMS Glider Field Alan Mayhew  

War-birds over Wantirna 25/4/19 (Thur) VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

ALES 27/4/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 28/4/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting 10/5/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Events and competitions 

https://www.maaa.asn.au/images/pdfs/Australian-Rules-S5-Old-Timer-Rules-2017.pdf
mailto:contestdirector@vmaa.com.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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This task is designed for you to fly with only a timer and no other assistance. 
 

1. Launch glider to approximately 100 metres altitude using bungee, winch or electric motor. If using 
electric launch, then switch off motor. 
 

2. A stopwatch is then started by an adult observer. Fly for 10 minutes. No restarting of the motor is 
allowed and the use of a variometer is not allowed. 
 

3. After 10 minutes, land within 30 sec. The nose of the model must finish within a rectangle 15x4 
metres.  The 15 m dimension is in line with the wind direction. The VARMS landing ropes are easiest to 
use for this. 
 

4. The task is to be completed on 2 different dates. Any number of attempts can be made to achieve 
the task. 1, 2 and 3 must all be achieved in the same flight.  
 

5. Complete this form and send it to the VARMS secretary for recording. 

 

Address: PO Box 4096 Knox City 3152 
 
 

Pilot’s Name 
and address  

 

Date  
 

Observer’s Name and signature 
 

Date Observer’s Name and signature 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
VARMS Level 2 Thermal Duration Task 
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Model Number 10 

Radian XL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sailplane type; Power assisted 2.6 metre soaring glider (ARF bind ‘n’ Fly) 
 

Manufacturer: Horizon Hobby/E flight 
Wingspan:  2600 mm (102 in) 
Length:  1444 mm (57 in) 
Wing Area:   61 dm² (946 sq In) 
Flight Weight: 2254 g (79.5 oz.) 
Power system; BL 10 brushless outrunner, 1250 KV with folding propeller  
ESC;   40 Amp (installed) 
Servos;  DSV Digital metal geared (installed) 
Receiver;  Spektrum AR636A six channel (with stabilisation system)  

Functions – rudder, elevator, motor and spoilers. 
Battery;  11.1 V 3s 3200 mah 30C Lipo (recommended – not provided) 
The special feature is the inclusion of the stabilisation system) 
 

 My purchase of this model was made after looking at the basic layout. I liked the wing 
configuration – good lifting wing section, Polyhedral (good stable platform) long moment arm (fuselage 
length) huge fin and rudder and an all moving tailplane. If it generally looks right, the result is that it flies 
right; this is the case. 
 My only reservation was the AS3X stability system as the model was the first that I had 
purchased that had this feature. Being old school I was hesitant to engage this new technology. As it 
turned out I had nothing to worry about. This model has turned out to be an excellent soaring machine, 
easy to fly and provided it is flown within its’ flight envelope will give many hours of enjoyable flight time. 

News and Articles 

      My Foamy Fleet part 4   Geoff Hearn 
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I have heard many a storey of airframe failures; the wing folding in flight and the tail section breaking 
away; not a good situation to find yourself in.  
 I have only had one incident with this model that resulted in damage. Whilst climbing the model 
after initial launch, suddenly there was an explosion of the nose section with a number of parts 
departing the airframe. (canopy and foam fuselage parts) I immediately stopped all power to the motor 
and quickly returned to the field. Once in the circuit area I noticed a large part of the nose hanging some 
distance below the fuselage. I managed to land the model successfully and after a gentle landing I 
noticed on the roll out that the whole nose incorporating the motor, its’ mounting, the spinner and the 
remains of the propeller finished up around twenty feet behind where the model came to rest.  
 I attribute the fact that I turned the motor off immediately to helping save the model and its’ power 
unit (although hanging below the nose). The retention of these parts kept the models trim and flyable 
within the C of G position. The battery stayed secured and provided vital functional control of the model. 
 After a post flight inspection it was ascertained that the propeller boss where the blades attach 
had fractured and failed, allowing one blade to depart setting up a destructive out of balance situation. I 
had been here before with my ordinary Radian. (refer to my previous profile on this model) I have 
replaced a number of parts as a result and repaired the airframe where needed.  
 The only alteration I have made to this model is by lightly gluing the outer wing joiners into their 
panels. This allows me to transport this large model with the wing centre sections and tailplane 
attached; which still makes it possible to fit into my sedan vehicle. 
  In summing up I am impressed with this models overall performance, its’ purchase price was in 
fact cheaper than its’ smaller counterpart and has lived up to all my soaring expectations. 
 I have to date approximately five hours airtime with it. 
 My overall rating is 9 out of 10. 

Model Number 11 
ASK – 21 

 

   
 
Sailplane type;  
Scale example of a full size two seater sailplane 
 

Distributer:  E-Flight 
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Wingspan:  860 mm (33.9 in) 
Length:  432 mm (17 in) 
Flight Weight: 72.5 g 
Model supplied with the following installed equipment; functioning elevator, rudder, ailerons and aerotow 
release. 
Receiver;   DSM2/DSMX 6 channel UM AS3X  
ESC 
Servos;   1) 2.3 gm linear long throw servo. 
   2) 2.3 gm long throw offset servos. 
   3) S PMSA 2030L on the board. 
Also included with the airframe are a 1S 25C Lipo and a battery charger. 
Additional components; 4 AA batteries, tow line, tow plate, Hi-start and stake. Hi-start hook and screw. 
Recommended transmitter; Spektrum full range DSM2/DSMX with dual rates (DX4e and up) 
 I purchased this model locally together with the brand’s small Carbon Cub which advertised the 
pairing as suitable for aero-towing. As it turned out the Carbon Cub was totally impossible in this guise 
as it needed something as smooth as glass to take off from; wheel diameter only about 20 mm. Whilst 
Aerotowing appeared to be a lost cause, I was keen to get a launch of this type. I approached a feloow 
club member Ian Slack who i noticed had a foam multiplex fun cub which I thought might be a good 
substitute for the Carbon Cub. 
 Over a number of aerotow sessions we have had about 7 or 8 tows with only one instance where 
the combination got away from us. We appear to have now come up with a method which seems to be 
successful.  

The most recent aerotow was behind Anthony Peates Fun Cub at the field. With instructions to 
Anthony to climb vertically after lift-off, he did exactly that, by the time I managed to compose myself 
and find the release, the model was out of sight. I was extremely lucky that Dave Prately just happened 
to be close by and had the model in sight and instructed me to give certain control inputs to keep it in a 
stable flight mode. After around 30 seconds I managed to locate it and continued on to perform a 
pleasing flight. The only other aerotow session was at Bordertown in South Australia. I was towed by an 
electric-powered, balsa-constructed Piper J3 Cub. The first flight was successful, but the second effort 
turned turtle with both the tug being damaged and the ASK-21 damaged sufficiently enough not to be 
able to continue. 

The only other time I have flown this model is off the point at Camperdown during a cold, windy, 
winter’s day. There were only two of us present at the time, fellow VARMS member Geoff Hall and 
myself. On this particular day I was able to explore the flight envelope and was surprised that it handled 
the windy conditions well and I was able to undertake a number of aerobatic manoeuvres, i.e., loops, 
rolls and inverted flight. 

Overall a pleasing little model which carries out multi-roll functions. 
Total airtime about one hour 
My rating 9 out of 10. 
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Model Number 12 

V Tail 
 

 
 
 

Sailplane type;  
Electric power assisted “V” tail aerobatic 
glider 
 
Manufacturer: FMS 
Wingspan:  800 mm  
 
 
 
 
 

Kit contains;  1) The fuselage assembly (motor, canopy, electronic parts and ESC) 
  2) V-Tail stabilizer and elevator 
  3) One piece wing with aileron servo installed. 
  4) Propeller and spinner installed 
  5) Battery and charger supplied 
  6) 2.4 gHz transmitter and receiver supplied 
 

I have had this model a good number of years, Because of its’ small size it doesn’t require 
assembly at the field and is easily placed in the boot of my car fully assembled. 

This model is quite capable of soaring if you are keen to chase the lift, but my engagement with it 
is close into the field conducting aerobatic manoeuvres such as rolls, loops and inverted flight. 
 I have only had one incident with this model, the mode of the problem was puzzling and I 
repeated the crash three times before I worked out what the problem was. After hand launching the 
model it rolled left and into the ground. I first put it down to not being fast enough with corrective action, 
but on the third repeat “Houston I think we have a problem”. It was obvious that I needed to find the core 
of the problem. I checked that all the control surfaces were operating and then checked that they were 
operating in the correct sense. Bingo; the ailerons were reversed. I now had to figure out how this 
reversal had happened since the last successful flying session. I racked my brain and came up with the 
answer. The night before this fateful flying session had in part been taken up with the replacement of 
the transmitter’s dry cell batteries. I do recall the battery hatch (cover) was difficult to remove in order to 
get to the batteries, requiring some force. I then simulated this procedure and was surprised that my 
hands wrapped around to the transmitter face of this small unit, that is supplied with the model, and that 
I could inadvertently move the reversing switches for the channels. 
 Total flight time for this model 2 hours 
 My rating is 8 out of 10. 
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 Many of you will already know about what we are about to attempt to explain, however there may 
be some newbie’s who are yet to discover these innermost secrets.   
 

 Ever felt that you might be having problems with your radio perhaps loosing signal? Here are 
some thoughts on what might help investigate what is happening.  
 

 There are two properties of radio signals that have a bearing on how well our transmitters “talk” 
to the receivers in our planes and they are  
 (A) the pattern of the electromagnetic radiation from the transmitters and  
 (B) its’ polarisation.  
 

 Firstly the radio waves (electro-magnetic radiation) are emitted from the aerial on the transmitter 
in a pattern shaped like a donut as shown by the following illustration  
 

 
(Taken from http://open-txu.org/home/continuing-education/introduction-to-antennas/  and I recommend 
a visit to this site for further information and a better explanation.)  
 
 As you can see the signal appears to be radiated equally around the aerial (azimuth) but has 
almost no strength in the line extending from the tip of the aerial. (elevation) 
 
 What does this mean in a practical sense? If we are to have our aerials pointing directly upwards, 
and the plane flies over our heads, there may be an instant when plane stops responding for a moment 

Radio signal propagation & Signal strength    by Bill Webb & Russ Pearce 
 

http://open-txu.org/home/continuing-education/introduction-to-antennas/
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because the signal seen by the receiver is very small when it is directly in line with the transmitter aerial. 
For this reason most of us point the transmitter aerial out horizontally. This also means that in my case 
(Russ) I am not twisting the aerial around every time that I take it out of the case or put it away and 
therefore I am less likely to cause a fatigue failure of the wire.  
 
 The next factor which is equally important is the “polarisation” of the signal and this is also mainly 
controlled by the direction of the transmitter’s aerial. If the transmitter aerial is pointing up; then the 
rapidly oscillating electric currents in the aerial generate the signal in an up and down plane which is 
called vertically polarised; if the aerial is out to one side then these radio waves are horizontally 
polarised. The following illustrations attempt to demonstrate this with the aid of diagrams. 
 

 
(Illustration from 
https://www.data.jma.go.jp/mscweb/en/himawari89/himawari_cast/transition.html which is also well 
worth a visit) 
 

 Again we need to know what this means in a practical sense. The best radio link is formed when 
the aerials of the transmitter and the receiver are parallel to each other. Many receivers have two aerials 
and switch between them to find the one with best signal, so the decision we need to make is how to 
orient them to cover the most contingencies. We are advised to place them at right angles to each other 
as this will cover the largest range of variables, however the orientation of the right angle needs a bit of 
consideration.  
 

 My (Russ again) usual practice is for one aerial to be vertical and for the other to be horizontal 
(and parallel to the longitudinal axis of the fuselage). Now in thinking about this recently, and knowing 
the aerial on the transmitter is horizontal, it is likely that the vertical aerial on the receiver is in use only 
very occasionally, so perhaps I should have both aerials in the horizontal plane; that is one across and 
one along the fuselage. For general flying of my slow moving sailplanes this may give the best or most 
reliable radio link however I recognise that things don’t always go well so I think I will stick with one 
aerial vertical.  
 

 I have one small anecdote that is related to this aerial orientation factor and that concerns a flight 
I was having a couple of months back. Just after launch my transmitter started to warn me that the 
signal strength was low. I stopped the motor and turned the plane around and then it said “signal 
strength critical”; which really put the wind up me until about a second later it said signal recovered. The 
plane was pretty low and near the trees so I risked putting the power on to get a bit of height which went 

https://www.data.jma.go.jp/mscweb/en/himawari89/himawari_cast/transition.html
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perfectly OK. With the power now off I commenced the turn for the landing approach and again had the 
signal strength warnings. At this point I had about the only inspiration that I have ever had and thought 
that these warnings only came when the plane was pointing away from, or directly toward me and 
therefore suspected that one of the aerials had broken. I turned the transmitter’s aerial into the vertical 
orientation and did the final turn for the landing and this time there was no warning. On inspection after 
landing I found that I must have unplugged the horizontal aerial when stuffing in the battery. I have since 
moved the receiver so that I can’t do this again. I guess that having one vertical aerial for the receiver 
has some advantages. 
 

 I think that the newer Spektrum transmitters also transmit through two aerials at right angles plus 
you have the option to add a satellite receiver in your aircraft. This should well cover the full range of 
model flight orientations however I suspect with all of this redundancy it may be slightly more difficult to 
diagnose any problems with the aerials. Maybe a Spektrum user may like to add to this discussion or 
anyone else please feel free to make comments, recommendations or further contributions. 
 

 If you would like to know more I would encourage you to check out the links associated with the 
above illustrations.     Russ Pearce with inspiration from Bill Webb 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      

(still) For Sale   Geoff Hearn - Phone 9729 3889 
 

 

 

B) ST Models Blaze. Either of my two models but not 

both as I wish to keep one. 
 

The Blaze is the model featured in my model profiles in 

the December 2018 Aspectivity.  

I have this used one offered for sale without the receiver 

and battery; it has no damage – only normal hanger rash. 
 

I am asking $100 for the used aircraft or $200 for a 

brand new unit still in the box.  

Again this second aircraft only needs the receiver and 

battery to fly. 

 
 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland Hobbies for motors or parts from the extensive Enya range  
Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 
 

FOR SALE 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field             Alan Gray                     
                           Mick Barlow  
                   Martin Hopper           
                     Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                     Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Zdenek Busek    1st week 

                             Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
For queries or 
problems regarding 
this timetable, please 
contact Ross 
Armstrong or Ron 
Hickman. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

14
th 

& 28
th

 of April 
 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 

 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

       Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 
8am-Noon (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-Noon (glider) 
 

Noon-5pm (AEST) (power)   
Noon-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

Noon-Dusk (glider) 

Administration 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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President   Ross Armstrong  0417 536 389 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Keith Schneider  0414 294 280 vp@varms.org.au 
Site Liaison   Max Haysom  9801 3899 
Secretary   Ron Hickman    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

