
    Aspectivity June 2019 

 

 
 

      Search for VARMS on Facebook  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

14
th
 June - Annual General Meeting 

 

Issue 532 
 

June 2019 

Cover Photo    Mass launch during the heats of the ½ A Texaco competition last Sunday 

the 19th of May. For further details see the enclosed article below. Photo Zdenek Busek 

 

 

The deadline for material to be in Aspectivity is two weeks prior to the general 
meetings and for next month (July) is therefore the 28th of June 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night   (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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New Life Member of VARMS  I’m very pleased to announce that at its meeting on 17th May the 
Committee voted unanimously to recommend that Henry Wohlmuth be elected a Life Member of 
VARMS. Election as a Life Member recognises outstanding contribution to VARMS over an 
extended period of years. Henry without any doubt more than meets these criteria. I hope you’ll be able to attend 
the AGM on 14th June when Henry will be elected a Life Member. 

Congratulations and well done Henry! 
 

New Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) coming soon 
The Committee has decided that some new SOPs are necessary to ensure the safety of everyone when 
winches and bungees are in use and when members are practising for competition spot landings. These 
SOPs will be advised and distributed very soon and will be trialled for 6 months.  
 

Relocation to Rowville Recreation Reserve – Knox Council have recently forwarded a preliminary 
concept plan for the possible locations of the clubhouse and other facilities at the Rowville Reserve. The 
Relocation Group (Alan Mayhew, Max Haysom, Ron Hickman and me) are currently having a look at it 
and it will be presented for discussion at the general meeting on 14th June.  
This is a very positive development and shows how Knox Council is strongly supporting our search for a 
new home.  
 

Positions vacant. The club is still seeking members to take up the following positions for the year 
ahead: 

 Secretary  

 Vice President  

 President  
  

If the President and Secretary positions aren’t filled at the AGM on 14th June then VARMS is going to 
find it very difficult to continue operating.  
 

These positions offer a great opportunity to contribute to the club and are very rewarding jobs. If you’re 
interested or would like to dob in someone please contact Ron Hickman, Keith Schneider or me.  
 

1st Aid  A short refresher session on how to use our AED Defibrillator is being run by Deb before the 
general meeting in June. The session starts at 8pm and is well worth attending. Many thanks to Bruce 
Perry for organising this.  
 

Membership renewal for 2019/2020  It’s that time of year again so please renew your membership as 
soon as you can. The MAAA/VMAA fees for the coming year have increased by $30 to $144 for senior 
members and $15 to $72 for Junior and F/T student members. However the Committee have decided to 
cover the increase from club funds. All 19/20 dues are the same as they were for 18/19. It’s worth noting 
that the donations to the club from drone training cover this increase in MAAA/VMAA fees.  
 

½ Texaco Competition – Sunday 19th May   Congratulations and well done to Brian Laughton and Kevin Fry for 
organising  this great day. I was disappointed that I couldn’t make it but all the reports are that it was a ripper 
event. Bewdiful weather, lots of competitors, lovely models, great flying and lots of fun. Thanks to Keith Schneider 
who ran the BBQ, Alan Mayhew and everyone else who made it a success. Looks like there’ll be further comps 
down the track. Have a look at our VARMS Facebook page for a lot of good pics courtesy of Zdenek . 
 

F5J Victorian State Champs 5th May at the Mt Wallace State Field, Bacchus Marsh.  
Marcus Stent, our speaker at the May meeting, won on the day. Several VARMS members competed and gave it 
their best including Alan Mayhew, Jim Houdalakis, Bruce Clapperton, Dave Pratley, Gary Ryan and Zdenek 
Busek. Well done guys!  There are some great pics of the day on our Facebook page courtesy of Zdenek. See 

President’s report                Rosscoe’s Ramblings 
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http://www.rcga.org.au/results/f5j-electric-thermal-glider/310-vmaa-f5j-state-champs-2019-mt-wallace-
victoria.html for more info 
 

ALES The next ALES competition is scheduled for Sunday 2nd of June. Briefing at 12.30pm. Also, following up 
his talk at the last meeting, Marcus Stent will be showing us how to catch those pesky thermals from 11.30am. 
(Bruce C.) 
 

Noise levels  Bruce Perry and Paul Van Tongeron have been doing some noise measurements of power planes 
recently as per MAAA procedures and are pleased to report all planes measured have complied with current 
noise limits. Further measurements are planned. 
 

Changes to the clubrooms   Suggested changes to the clubrooms as advised in the March Aspectivity and 
discussed at various meetings are almost complete. Many thanks to Ian Slack who recently installed the new 
charging shelf on the north wall. The suggested work bench along the eastern wall received little support. The 
storage shelves along the east wall are on the way.  
John Wynn-Tweg has kindly volunteered to look after the books and the return of the magazines and is now our 
Book and Magazine Librarian. Many thanks to John. 
 

And lastly…. This is the final lot of my Ramblings you’ll have to put up with. (…pause for cheers and sighs of 
relief…). It’s a privilege to be President of this great club. My sincere thanks to all those members and others who 
have contributed to VARMS over the last year in so many ways and have generously and cheerfully given of their 
time, energy, skills, knowledge and expertise. They’ve made my job satisfying and enjoyable. They can’t be 
properly listed here but will be in the Annual Report at the AGM on 14th June. 
All the very best and many happy landings to the new Committee and all members in the year ahead.  
 

 
 

Rosscoe Armstrong, President  
 
 
 
 

Alan Mayhew introduced Marcus Stent who made a very interesting presentation on 
thermalling and setting up gliders for flying in thermals.  
 

Marcus started by thanking the club for the support given the Australian team for the F5J world 
championships in Slovakia later this year. (for reference the excellent notes on Marcus’s presentation 
may be found in the members area of the VARMS website) 
 

Ross indicated that Bill Webb had decided to retire from providing the suppers at the general meetings. 
On behalf of all members Ross acknowledged the great and much appreciated contribution Bill had 
made to club meetings over a number of years. Bill has travelled quite a way from West Gippsland to 
attend each meeting. More recently despite health problems Bill continued to provide suppers. 
Everyone present applauded Bill’s contribution.  
 

Ross thanked Ron Hickman for his great contributions to the club as Secretary over the past 2 years. In 
addition to doing an excellent job as Secretary Ron has also made important contributions to the High 
Flyers Group, the proposed relocation to Rowville, the use of the field for drone training and the state of 
the clubroom. Ron has also been an active flyer and builder throughout all this, particularly in scale and 
a strong proponent of the Bixler. Everyone present applauded Ron’s contribution.  
 

Meeting opened  0915  Members present  32 
 

Apologies     Angelo Favaloro,   Colin Smith,  Colin Collyer,  R Kassell 
 

Minutes of previous meeting 
 

May General Meeting minutes                            Ron Hickman    
         

http://www.rcga.org.au/results/f5j-electric-thermal-glider/310-vmaa-f5j-state-champs-2019-mt-wallace-victoria.html
http://www.rcga.org.au/results/f5j-electric-thermal-glider/310-vmaa-f5j-state-champs-2019-mt-wallace-victoria.html
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David queried why the matter of the club sponsors not being on the website that he raised at the last 
meeting was not recorded in the minutes.  Ross indicated that he was not aware that anything had been 
resolved at the meeting however he agreed to address Dave’s concerns at the next committee meeting. 
Moved   Danny  Malcman     Seconded   Mick Barlow         That the minutes of the previous meeting as 
printed in Aspectivity be accepted     Carried                              
 

Correspondence      in 
A Sharplin                                            re withdrawal as new secretary  
VMAA                                                   re slope sites 
VMAA                                                   re slope sites 
Simon Ventovogel                                re resignation 
KCC                                                      re Bendigo Bank Grants   
 

Correspondence    out 
KCC                                                             re RRR 
VMAA                                                          re 3 flying sites for CASA 
VMAA                                                          re site id and other sites for CASA 
 

Treasurers report 
Moved    John Gottschalk   Seconded R Kassel    that the treasurers report be received       carried 
 

Reports 
 

Training.  Russ indicated that training was going well and that 2 junior flyers were on edge of achieving 
their bronze wings.    
Competitions    
 

Bruce Clapperton reported on the recent ALES comp won by Dave Pratley.  Also reported on the recent 
Vic F5J Championship where 10 or 11 flyers took part.  Marcus Stent was first. 
Bruce also commented that Kevin Fryer and Brian Laughton are running a ½ a Texaco event on the 19th 

May The next ALES comp is on 2nd June 
 

Alan Mayhew indicated that Marcus is prepared to give a practical demo of the techniques used.  Ross 
indicated that a broadcast email would be sent to all members when a suitable date has been decided. 
 

John Riley reported on the recent NATS that he attended with Peter Cossins.  In his opinion the NATS 
were not as good as previous, as the disciplines were somewhat spread out.  He also indicated that 
control line stunt is now almost exclusively electric and the concepts for free flight have changed 
considerably with the use of GPS trackers and other electronic monitoring devices. 
 

Danny indicated that aerotow is on for tomorrow with 2 tugs available.  
 

General Business 
 

Doncaster club are having an old timer night with Kevin Fryer being one of the speakers, A flyer has 
been pinned to the notice board.     
 

Life members.  The committee will be looking at possibly recommending new life members to be voted 
on at the AGM.  Ross asked that any suggestions should be directed to the committee 
 

Ross indicated that the committee has yet to receive any approaches from members interested in taking 
up the roles of President, Vice president and Secretary at the upcoming AGM as the persons currently 
filling these positions have indicated that they will not be re-nominating.     These positions (plus a 
Treasurer) are required by Consumer Affairs to be filled, as contained in the Constitution, and if they 
cannot be filled put the existence of the club in jeopardy              
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Relocation.  Ross indicated that there is nothing further to report at this stage. 
 

The treasurer indicated that 33 members have already paid up for next year 
 

Mick indicated that the fridge is all good at the moment 
 

Library.  With respect to the motion passed at the last meeting on the return of the magazines to the 
clubrooms Ross indicated that he has not had any approach from a member to take up the position of 
librarian.  From the floor, John Wynn-Tweg indicated that he could be interested in taking the role. John 
was given a copy of the motion as passed and his most welcome interest will be referred to the next 
committee meeting for a formal appointment. 
 

Hollowback.  The problems currently being experienced with possible radio interference at Hollowback 
following recent Telstra works on site were discussed.  Several members from VARMS and other clubs 
using the area have lost models recently.  Russ indicated that he had a couple of articles on the subject 
for publication in Aspectivity 
 

Phil Eagles reported that a town planning application has gone up at the Glenfern Rd slope site. 
 

Dave asked if the training notice board is going back.  Russ indicated that he had removed the board, 
had cleaned off the old dates, repainted the affected areas and then returned it to the clubrooms ready 
for reinstallation.   The board has since disappeared from the clubrooms.              Ross to follow up  
 

Meeting closed       10 00       pm  R.Hickman  Secretary 
 
 

John Gottschalk drew raffle 
The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every 
month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along their projects to 
present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters related to electric models. 
There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems.     
     Max Haysom 9801 3899 

 

 

 

 
 

2018 AGM Held at VARMS clubroom on 8/6/2018 
Rodney Savage appointed Chairman for the AGM 

Meeting Commenced 0835 
 

Rod thanked Colin Collyer for his time in the chair and efforts over the years and wished him well for the 

future 
 

Members present as per the attendance list attached to these minutes. 
 

Apologies: B Perry    B Clapperton    M.Hopper   D Pratley    David Hobby    Dianne Rodgers     A Mahew     

John Riley         Mark Irwin      Rob Page    
 

Minutes of 2017 AGM as printed in the 2018 June Aspectivity were accepted on the motion of  Dannny Malcalm            

seconded by Max McCullough. 
 

Committee Election 
 

All committee positions were declared vacant and nominations called.  
 

2018 Annual General Meeting Minutes & Proxy voting Form 
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 President.  Ross Armstrong 

 VPresident –  Keith Sneider 

 Secretary Ron Hickman 

 Treasurer  

 Registrar – Peter Zambory 

 Membership Secretary – Geoff Glover/Russell Pearce 

 Ordinary Member – M Hopper  
 

       As there was only one nomination for each position members as nominated were declared elected. 
 

Positions appointed by committee. 

 Editor -  

 Contest Director – Alan Mayhew 

 Helicopter Group – Geoff Moore 

 Sport Power – Graham Sullivan 

 Webmaster - Michael Best 

 Ordinary member – Mick Bower 

 Ordinary member – M.Haysom    (site liason) 
 

Treasurers Report 

Presented by Ross Armstrong. Copy of accounts attached. Acceptance of Treasurers report moved         R Kassell        

seconded John Gottschalk                                                                carried 
 

Awards 

 Peter Cossins made a presentation and commentary on Col Collyer’s service over the years , He initially 

met Col while photographing an indoor and peanut scale event in 1983 in St Kilda.  

Peter then talked about some features that came to mind.  

 The most important was the initial flight of the Golden Eagle in the paddock now called the Knox Regional 

Sports Park. Launch was achieved using the VARMS petrol winch and a number of successful flights were made.  

Sometime later Colin entered a scale model in the State Slope Aerobatics Championship. He flew a scale model 

that executed beautiful aerobatics and won the championship for the year. He also conned me into flying to Point 

Cook one day in search of a free flight model that had gone missing.  The search was great fun, but unsuccessful. 

Another feature was the introduction to Aerotow at Leakes Road using very basic tug planes. Aerotow is now a 

widely used method of launch for scale gliders all over Australia. 

 Colin is a member of VMAA representing glider at state level, he is also a life member of VARMS. Col 

has over the years flown control line, indoor rubber powered, rubber and powered free flight, and builds and flies 

scale models.  

 Col joined VARMS in 1972 and has been president for some 10 years where he has led us, making a 

significant achievement to get us to the position we are in today.  His collection of flying models is unknown 

however is believed to be in the 3 figures category     

 Peter then interviewed Colin along the lines that Colin had implemented for new and old members at 

general meetings 

 Colin thanked Peter for his comments and in reply espoused members to assist to take vacant positions on 

the committee 

 Acclamation to Col 

Max Haysom then made a presentation to Colin on behalf of the members wishing him all the best for the future. 
 

Gentlemen’s award was made to Keith Scneider 

Clubman award was made to Thomas Rawlins    Meeting Closed 0900 
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VARMS  AGM    FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY  
 
 I……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
of………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………… …………………………………………………………………………………………  
 
Being a financial member of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. hereby appoint:  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
of……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 …………………….………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
as my proxy to vote for me, on my behalf, at the Annual General Meeting of VARMS on 14th June  2019 
and at any adjournment of that meeting.  
 
 Signed ………………………………………………………………MAAA No……………………. 
 
 This ………………day of ……………………………….………………….2019 
 
 
This form can be given to the Chairperson of the meeting before or at the commencement  of the meeting.  
If this form is posted or sent electronically it should arrive no later than 24 hours before the commencement 
of the meeting. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

VARMS ALES 2/6/2019 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 8/6/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Petrol Heads & their Models 9/6/19 Doncaster Aero Club See Flyer below 

Annual General Meeting 14/6/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 16/6/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 30/6/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting 12/7/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Event and competition reports 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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Events later in the year 
 
 

July 13th 2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

Aug 10th 2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

Sept 14th     2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

Oct 12th 2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

Nov 2nd - 5th  2019   Cobram scale aerotow
 Cup Day weekend 
 

Nov 5th  2019 P&DARC's  
 (Cup Day Tuesday only) 
 

Nov 9th   2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

*** December 6th - 9th 2019  Bordertown 
 

Dec 14th 2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

*** Awaiting confirmation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 With Easter and ANZAC day out of the way it was time for another ALES comp on Saturday 27th 
of April. The wind forecast was for 10-15knot, however actual real world weather was about 6-10knots. 
The steady breeze made for a band of tree lift on the Western boundary line. With David Pratley 
showing us how it was done, we were soon surfing the wave and actually getting quite a few five minute 
maxes. A great effort from Nigel Murray and his Radian coming third. Other results below in the table.  
Stay tuned for ALES events in the second half of 2019. Dates will be posted on the VARMS Calendar, 
VARMS Facebook group and on the whiteboard. Or just ask me! Bruce Clapperton. 

ALES 27th of April 2019                    Bruce Clapperton 
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 Last Sunday at the VARMS field we had 19 competitors ready to compete with their ½ A Texaco 
models. There were mainly VARMS members but also – four or so visitors. The weather fine and sunny, 
the wind was light to moderate. For these small light models this meant having the motor on much of the 
time to prevent the model from slipping down wind. This made the task quite challenging. 
 

 We ran 4, 10 minute rounds of all in 
the air at once. The best 3 of 4 rounds 
counted. So that if you achieved 3, 10 
min. flights you were in the final after 
lunch. 14 pilots made it into the final of all-
up last-down. Due to the wind, it was risky 
to follow the lift down wind, especially if 
your battery was running low. Most kept 
their models up wind, some flew high to 
find lift but battled the stronger wind. 
Others kept low to catch smaller bubbles 
in the lower wind speed. 
 

 In the final after 28 or so minutes 
and batteries almost flat, there were 3 
models still in the air, Bob Wilson 
(Stardust Special) Bruce Clapperton 
(Airborn) and Kevin Fryer (Cumulus). 
Finally Bob Wilson was last to land to take 
out the event. Well done to Bruce 
Clapperton who finished 2nd with a 
borrowed model, and Kevin third with his 
nicely kitted model.  

Bob Wilson (middle) Kevin Fryer (left) and Bruce Clapperton (right) 
 

ELECTRIC 1/2 A  TEXACO  EVENT 19th May 2019                   Alan Mayhew 
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 Overall it was a great day with good camaraderie and good flying. With this level of interest more 
events are scheduled for next season.  
 

/ 

             
                   VARMS Electric 1/2A Texaco 19

th
 May 2019         

                                                                    Results for ELECTRIC Power 

1/2A TEXACO 

 Name Model Engine Sec/cc Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 F/O Total St 

1 Bob Wilson Stardust   600 600 600  1728 3528  

2 Bruce Clapperton Airborne   600 600 600  1700 3500  

3 Kevin Fryer Cumuless   600 600 600  1660 3460  

4 Alan Mayhew Stardust   600 600 600  1452 3252  

5 Trevor Boundy Albatross   600 600 600  1384 3184  

6 Geoff Trone Airborne    600 600 600 1235 3035  

7 Brian Laughton Albatross   600 600 600  1170 2970  

8 Sepp Kirschenhuber Chaoanger   600 600 600  1155 2955  

9 Joseph Roshier Stardust   600 600 600  980 2780  

10 Henry Shapiro Cumulus   600 600 600  838 2638  

11 Col Colyer Playboy   600 600 600  780 2580  

12 Thomas Rawlins Atomiser   564 600 600 600 767 2567  

13 Xerces Cooper Cumulus   600 600 600  748 2548  

14 Cliff McIver Tomboy   600 600 565 600 706 2506  

15 Steve Gullock Lil Diamond   600 600 600  dnf 1800  

16 Russell Pearce Skyrocket 44   385 480 540 519  1539  

17 Ian Slack Airborne   555  600   1155  

18 Max Haysom Albatross   600     600  

19 Bill Coombs Airborne   25 354    379  

 
 

 

 

 

Gallery showing some of the competitors 
(photos supplied by Zdenek Busek – see facebook on VARMS website) 
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Stardust Special 

 
One of Kevin Fryer’s kitted Cumuless’s 

 
Tomboy (top) Airborne (below)   

Albatross 
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 The grapevine is carrying quite a number of reports of random signal failures resulting in model 
loss but as yet I don’t think there is a clear explanation for the problem. Suspicion centers on changes 
or experiments taking place from the transmission towers possibly associated with the coming of 5G. 
The photograph below shows the very close proximity of the towers to where we fly.  (Bruce Perry’s 
photograph copied from Google Maps)  
 

 
 

 It is thought that these changes are only recent because we have been able to fly in the presence 
of these transmission towers for many years. The warning e-mail sent out by Ross Armstrong described 
some of the problems that had occurred however it was unable to supply exact instructions on how to 
avoid them. In addition to this e-mail I have articles written by Ray Cooper and Colin Smith that more 
fully describe the issues which they have personally had together with some of the things that they have 
tried to solve the problem. However neither has been able to pinpoint the exact cause, hence we still 
seem to be in the analysis stage of defining the issue. Questions like “is one direction more of a problem 
than others?” need further study and to this end both Colin and Ray were able to point to a possible 
direction that may be more problematic as follows (quoted from Ray);  
 

“Day 1 Friday 26/10/2018: Wind westerly 5 to 10 kph. Parked car on the southern side of the 
western tower block. Maybe 30 meters away from tower fence. Have flown in this location before. 
I chose to fly the motor assisted model. Assembled model and did range test. Range test not quite 
as good as other locations, but acceptable, given model was on the ground and beside the car. I 
walked to the slope edge and launched, then moved back. My guess is I was about 50 meters or 
so from the tower fence line.  
10 or 15 min into the flight trouble struck..... I had been doing long beats along the slope, south to 
north. Yes, potentially thru the towers high power antenna beams. 

Something’s happening at Mount Hollowback      Russ Pearce 

News and Articles 
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I had intermittent control, at the northern end. I.E. Loss of control, then recovery, then loss etc. 
Model disappeared below the hill. (Is very steep there!) Surprisingly, damage was minimal. Broken 
nose, wing set intact.” 

 

 On day three Ray flew without problems on the South East slope so therefore your position on 
the slope and the direction you are flying could be a major factor. 
 

 Also you will note that the possible radio interference may be intermittent in nature because the 
erratic behaviour did not occur until 10 or 15 minutes into the flight. This means that, in order to help 
analyse the problem, the time that it occurs may be equally as important as the direction and the 
position of the model. Knowing the time may make it possible to isolate a particular transmission from 
the towers as a likely cause. 
 

 Another piece of good advice from Ray is to have a good think about what happens when your 
failsafe activates (if you are using one). As he states above he had intermittent control and therefore his 
failsafe was activating on signal loss, and then deactivating when the signal was regained. Here is what 
Ray wrote;  

“As I was doing the range test, Dianne Rodgers walked over and observed the model as it went in 
and out of range..... She said the ailerons where going up (as per the failsafe). And that's when the 
penny dropped! FAILSAFE. Each receiver had different settings. I had forgotten to reset it in the 
model with the motor. The motored version model had a setting of, a bit of right aileron and down 
elevator, my response on seeing that was left aileron and up elevator! Now my models are setup to 
be, shall we say, RESPONSIVE, so when the receiver came out of failsafe, whammo!!! Now that’s 
whammo for each time the receiver recovered and lost it! 
That explained the flight disturbances I was seeing, but not the cause......” 

 

If you don’t have a failsafe set then perhaps you will see less effect if/or when momentary signal drop-
outs occur. 
 

 One further thing that Ray tried was “to put an iron core toroid on the aileron leads (to reduce 
possible RF effects)” His subsequent flights were without trouble, however he did acknowledge that he 
was flying from a different spot so this may not be all that conclusive, but may just be a valuable clue. 
 

 Both Ray and Collin are flying using FrSky (Taranis) Open Tx equipment and therefore we need 
to keep completely open minds to the possibility that somehow the issue may be related to the differing 
methods used to jump about the radio spectrum by the different makers. Maybe some brands are 
affected and not others, although this does not seem very likely.  
 

 All this is very interesting, but as yet there don’t appear to be any clear answers. If you are flying 
at Hollowback, and have trouble, then the more information you record and share, the more it may help 
someone to come up with a solution. An analysis technique I have used is the five “W”s and 1 “H”. That 
is - Who, What, When, Where, Why and How. The who is obvious; ‘what’ is the what happened, but 
could include the radio brand and what you were doing at the time; ‘when’ could be of use to check what 
was coming from transmission towers; where could be what part of the slope you were using, why and 
how are what we are trying to find out although you may think of something further to add. 
 

 Space doesn’t permit including the full text of both Ray’s and Colin’s reports however I will have 
them put up on the web site for reference. 
 

 I guess that there will be more to come as feedback happens. Please feel free to use Aspectivity 
as a clearing house for any ideas you would like to add to the discussion or put them on the web site.  
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The following notification was sent for inclusion in Aspectivity and for your general information. 

 
 

 

MEMBER UPDATE:  RC PLANE ACCIDENT IN QUEENSLAND 
 

 

 

In response to a Channel 7 News article that went to air on Wednesday 15 May the following update is 

supplied to members. 

 

In October 2018, a RC plane accident occurred at a Queensland Aeromodelling Club, west of Brisbane - 

resulting in a grass fire. 

  

The aircraft involved was, contrary to reports, a small propeller plane which went off the air on the downward 

leg of a circuit at the club. 

  

It is extremely rare for a grass fire to occur from a RC Model Aircraft, however, the batteries on board, 

together with the wind at the time, sparked the fire.  

  

The club acted swiftly, immediately contacting emergency services and enacted its first response measures for 

such an incident.  

  

Some structural damage occurred as a result of the fire, but none to homes.  

  

A full incident report and investigation was completed with risk assessment updates in accordance with the 

MAAA Manuals of Procedures and CASA was also duly notified.   

     

The affected landowners submitted a letter of demand on the MAAA insurance providers and since then the 

insurance claims made by the claimants has been in the hands of the insurers Lawyers. The incident is 

currently under investigation. 

     

The MAAA and our MAAA club has acted in accordance with our MOPs and SOP during and post-accident.  

   

Tyson Dodd, Secretary 
Model Aeronautical Association of Australia (MAAA) 
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SCHWEIZER 1-26 (1/5 Scale – I think) 
 

   
 

 I believe this was a club build a year or two ago.  There are a few people who would know all about it. 

 I need to clear out my garage. 
 

$50.00     Jack    0419 304061 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland Hobbies for motors or parts from the extensive Enya range  
Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

WANTED 
 

Looking for a second hand, FMS ASW28 glider complete or mainly after wings. 
Contact David 0459195110 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
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        Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field             Alan Gray                     
                           Mick Barlow  
                   Martin Hopper           
                     Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                     Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:     Zdenek Busek    1st week 

                             Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                             Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                             Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                Geoff Moore 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 Noon till 5.00 pm  
    "Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
For queries or 
problems regarding 
this timetable, please 
contact the club’s 
president or 
secretary. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Training Dates 
 

16
th 

& 30
th

 of June 
 
 

VARMS Training is 
kindly sponsored by: 

 

Hyperion Australia 
 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 

 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Times except for Aerotow Saturdays        Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

8am-1pm (power)   Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 

1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power)   Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 

1pm-Dusk (glider) 

Administration 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

President   Ross Armstrong  0417 536 389 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Keith Schneider  0414 294 280 vp@varms.org.au 
Site Liaison   Max Haysom  9801 3899 
Secretary   Ron Hickman    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

 
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

