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Issue 535 
 

September 2019 

Cover Photo            F5Js in flight 
 

    Photograph taken from the League of Silent Flight’s WEB site which may be well worth a 
look at for those into high end gliding or just gliding in general. https://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/ 
 

    The trigger for including a photograph of F5Js is the recent completion of the World 
Championships in Trnava at which members of VARMS competed. The pertinent results are 

included below in the Events and Competitions section.     

 

The deadline for material to be in Aspectivity is two weeks prior to the general meetings and for next month 
(September) is therefore the 27

th
 of September 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night   (Fly, Food, Fix) 

https://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/
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 If you ain’t part of the solution, youse is just part of the problem 
 

 They say that certain human traits miss a generation.  As it happens, my father 
was a professional diplomat.  You see the similarity?  Sayings, shmayings!! 
 I keep thinking that the purpose of my rejoinders should be to pass on some useful and 
interesting information and be generally light-hearted.  After all, we are only a model flying club and not 
some high falutin corporation.  Then my other voice (and yes, the medication is working – I’m down to 
only 2 or 3) tells me of some of the things we need to do to improve the amenity for all the members.  
You can tell that this could easily turn into a nag session, can’t you?  Having nothing better to do, I 
therefore sent out a call to arms for our very own Volunteer Reservoir to contribute to the wellbeing of 
our club in all sorts of minor and major ways.  Remember, we all get to fly and enjoy the club because of 
the volunteers.  Feel free to put your hand up. 
 Your committee met on Aug 27th.  There are still a few committee members who show little 
commitment and believe a holiday in Queensland is more valuable than attending meetings.  I must 
admit that it does allow us to reach agreement far more quickly.   
 On the plus side, we are fortunate to have secured a new Secretary, in the person of Laci Nagy.  
He has been to his first meeting and, despite that, I think he will still be there at the next GM.  All of you 
that were going to nominate can take it easy for another year, at least. 

 NO INSURANCE NO BADGE, NO FLYING – I sent out another email on the 28th to remind 

people about the risks of flying without insurance.  As a rehabilitated past offender of not wearing 

my badge on the field I don’t feel too bad reminding you all to please put your badges on while on 

the field – it helps people to remember your name and we all can see your flying status so we 

can offer help if you are flying something you shouldn’t be.  The currentest list of paid up 

members should be on the notice board as you read.  You shouldn’t be inside the gates without 

displaying your badge or a visitor’s badge.  Last time, this particular nag, I promise. 

 Geoff Glover, our resident Membership Secretary, has decided a sea change is in order and will 

be gradually disappearing beginning October.  He has done a great job tidying up members’ 

issues with certificates, badges and wings status. He also has kept the Sunday training going, 

with a little help from the instructors.  We will need to fill his shoes (not a great image).  This is a 

good time to put your hand up so that you can learn at those self-same feet of the master before 

he is permanently gone.  Many thanks Geoff. 

 Ian Slack and Mick Barlow replaced the mesh on the Southern pilots’ box and will be looking at 

the Northern one when they have some time. 

 Phil Eagles is planning on leading a team of the usual suspects in the near future to make 

another two ‘picnic tables’ for the pits area. 

 Ian Slack and Mick Barlow (Gee! Same names keep popping up – where are the other 

volunteers?) will be looking at what needs to be done to make the Northern shade-cloth supports 

safe.  The Volunteer Reservoir will come into play. 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Tim Morland for stepping into the breach when 
we were in desperate need for a Secretary.  He has done a great job. 
 Greg Egan, Peter Cossins and Ray Cooper have just completed their follow up study of potential 
interference in the 2.4Ghz and 36Mhz frequency bands at Mt Hollowback.  Please read it in conjunction 

President’s report                Jack’s reJoiners 
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with the original study.  There are no recommendations on flying at either hill at this stage.  The report is 
on our website. 
 The weather looks like it is starting to improve.  Hopefully we will get a lot more flying days, 
whatever your poison. 
     Happy Aviating. 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting Opened: 7:30 p.m. 
 

Welcome all. 
 

Apologies;  Michael Best, Colin Kahn, Mike Barlow, Ron Hickman. 
 

Acceptance of previous minutes:  Moved, Keith Schneider. 2nd, David Milne.  Passed 
 

Secretary's Report. 
Correspondence: 
In:  
 1. The President talked about correspondence received from Knox Council concerning the 
arrangement of the proposed new field. All matters appear to be progressing to the advantage of 
VARMS, but nothing definite has yet been decided. 
 2. Knox Council also advised of the availability of a “Governance” training course. This is a 
course free of charge to clubs in Knox. Participation of certain office bearers of the VARMS committee 
may occur. The aim of the course is to impart knowledge as to how a club can be best operated. 
 3. An email was received from Alan Tudge MP recommending VARMS apply for a grant. Those 
at the meeting were encouraged to let the committee know of any ideas that may be applicable. 
Submissions are required to be made by VARMS by 30 August 2019. 
 

Out: 
  Nil 
 

Treasurer's Report;   
 The Treasurer reported on the balances of all the various accounts to the satisfaction of those 
present. Some money is to be moved into the investment account so that at least some amount of 
interest will be earned. 
 

Acceptance of Treasurer's Report:  Moved, Robert Kassel. 2nd, Keith Schneider. Passed 
 

Membership Secretary's Report 
 1. 173 members are now registered, this is 50 short of last year. In percentage terms, this is 
about the same status as this time last year. 
 2. Free new lanyards are available in the clubhouse for those that want them. 
 3. It was suggested that a “business card” to be dispensed as appropriate by members to 
prospective members may assist in recruitment. All agreed. 
 4. Knox council is apparently offering a course to help increase club membership – no action. 
 

Aerotow Group 
 Danny asked the meeting if, in view of the lousy weather forecast, tomorrow's aerotow meeting 
should proceed as scheduled. The aerotow meeting was promptly cancelled.  
 

Training 

August General Meeting minutes     Tim Morland 
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 Training is occurring as weather permits. A Tx battery failure was suffered during the last training 
session. 
 

Competitions 
 1. Alan Mayhew mentioned that the ALES contests will be resuming in September. 
 2. The F5J world championships are about to commence near Vienna. There are 190 
contestants. There is a facebook page detailing the event.  
 3. Our new contest, 1/2a Oldtimers, has proven to be very popular.  Perhaps as many as 30 
Laser kits and  motor/speed controller sets will soon be available. 
 

Editor  
 1. Articles required. 
 2. The development of a resource list is under-way and will be published progressively. 
 

Clothing 
 No report 
 

Mowing/Maintenance 
 The grass is not growing. Field is very wet. We are awaiting drier conditions. 
 

Library 
 John Wynn-Tweg (Club Librarian) informed those present that magazine boxes will be bought to 
club house for inspection/sorting/cataloguing when field conditions permit. Assistance will be required. 
 

General Business 
 1. Drainage of the field was discussed. Run-off from the soccer fields is causing problems as it 
now comes down the hill and through out airport. Colin Collyer volunteered to investigate the matter and 
make some recommendations.  A working bee will probably be organised to  keep our field a bit drier 
and improve the situation. 
 2. Allan Mayhew gave a short talk on the new winch Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), which 
seemed to be well received. Allan showed the equipment to be used in case of on-field winch launching, 
remote from the pilot box. 
 3. A report generated by a group of  knowledgeable of members, concerning instances of 
interference on the 2.4Ghz band was discussed. 
 4. VARMS Treasurer, David Milne proposed to have a weird aircraft fun fly on or about 21 Oct 
(Halloween). The idea was well received. 
 5. Mr D Anderson was presented with his bronze wings. 
 6. In anticipation of the impending blast of cold wet and windy winter weather, Max Haysom 
recommended that the training schedule for Sunday 11 August be cancelled. All agreed. 
 

Meeting Closed : 20:15 p.m. 
 
 
 

The Victorian section of the Association now meets at the VARMS Clubroom on the 4th Thursday in every 
month, except December when there is no meeting. Starting time is around 8.00 pm. Supper is provided 
and friendly discussion follows. Attendance fee $3.00 to cover costs.  
The meeting takes the form of a “show and tell” with members, and others, bringing along their projects to 
present to the gathering. Also there may be discussion on technical matters related to electric models. 
There is normally a lot of experience amongst those present, so it is a good time to sort out any problems.     
     Max Haysom 9801 3899 
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Events later in the year 

 

Oct 12th   2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

Oct 19th – 20th   2019 Wangaratta Aerotow  
 

Nov 2nd - 5th    2019   Cobram scale aerotow   
Cup Day weekend 
 

Nov 5th    2019 P&DARC's   
(Cup Day Tuesday only) 
 

Nov 9th     2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 

*** December 6th - 9th 2019  Bordertown    
*** Awaiting confirmation 
 

Dec 14th   2019 VARMS scale aerotow 
 
 
 
 
 Bruce Rodda here from the Melbourne society of model 
and experimental engineers we are putting on our let’s make it 
exhibition this year on the 5-6 of October and were wondering if 
a few of your members would like to put a couple of tables 
together? The aim of the show is to make it. I.e., build stuff not 
just buy it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

informal I/2 A Texaco Wednesdays VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

General Meeting 13/9/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 14/9/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 8/9/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 22/9/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Committee Meeting 24/9/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Cootamundra aerotow 27-30/9/19 Cootamundra NSW.  

General Meeting 11/10/19 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Events and competitions 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au


    Aspectivity August 2019 

 

 

 
   This summary is just a small section of 
the full report which may be viewed on 
http://mcttrnava.sk/cms/print.php?news.113   

 
    I am just showing the results for the 
Australian and New Zealand teams for 
local interest reasons. New Zealand 
picked first in teams and the individual 
results featured Joe Wurts of New 
Zealand in third place overall. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2019 F5J World Championship Results 
 

http://mcttrnava.sk/cms/print.php?news.113
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 For others who may be curious, like myself, the following is the list of the models that were used. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 During the past month, on a “non-training” Sunday 
morning, I met a visitor who dropped in to see what was 
happening because he had observed model aircraft in the air 
while he was passing. He was Lou Tsz Ming from Hong 
Kong and he is the owner of Windrider R.S.B Aviation Ltd. 
 
 Windrider don’t just make model aircraft although the 
VTOL aircraft on the seat in front of Ming is quite interesting 
in its’ own way. Other interesting models are a slope soaring 
versions of the A3 Airbus and the 747 Jumbo plus the more 
conventional ASH26 2.2 M glider.  
Under water “flying” is catered for by the interesting 
GLADIUS mini cable remote submarine.  
 
 For more information check out his website on 
http://windrider.com.hk/ 

 
 Ming left a number of “Remote Controller Holsters” on 
the free to a good home table with his complements to our 
members. That is the holster on his belt with the transmitter 
hanging from it. 
 

 

 

 

Visitor to VARMS.     Russ Pearce 

 

News and Articles 

http://windrider.com.hk/
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 This resource was suggested by Jack as there may be times when you need to make up a 
“special” in order to make your project just right. Obviously you can buy a variety of extension leads 
however having the right tools and materials available avoids delay in finishing the job. This is not going 
to be a tutorial on how to make up leads as there are already good examples on the net. Jack 
recommends https://cdn-global-hk.hobbyking.com/media/file/595761290X281904X12.pdf  while you can see 
how it is done on https://youtu.be/2qdU-a3pNUU 
 

 These videos were both prepared by Chris Hansen. For more information, or to purchase the 
products shown there, please visit his web site: www.hansenhobbies.com 
 

 Having good tools is emphasised in the tutorial, especially the crimping tool, and this is shown in 
the following photograph.  

 
 

 These essential bits of kit can probably be obtained locally from Jaycar or over the net from 
places like Banggood; for example the following crimping tool is from Banggood while the wire stripper 
is from Jaycar  

   
 

Making servo extension leads.   “Jack Bhala” 

 

Resources 
 

https://cdn-global-hk.hobbyking.com/media/file/595761290X281904X12.pdf
https://youtu.be/2qdU-a3pNUU
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Wires, terminals and connectors are also available from Banggood as follows. 
 

 
 
 The examples I have shown are just that, only examples of what is available; you can buy the 
wire in 30 meter coils and obviously there are more servo plug sets than just Futaba.  
 
 
 
 

Local suppliers include 
 

 - Allnex Trade Centre (formerly Nuplex, FGI, Nupol, Huntsman) 
  Address: 1612-1624 Centre Road, Springvale, VIC 3171, 
  Enter through Gate 1 Solenis Site, 

 

Who in their own words describe themselves as follows; 
 'Allnex is a leading supplier of fibreglass materials in ANZ. We offer a comprehensive portfolio of 
locally developed and manufactured composite resins such as gelcoats, flowcoats, epoxy resins, vinyl 
esters and unsaturated polyesters. We also supply a wide range of materials required for composite 
manufacturing including reinforcements, core materials, catalysts, fillers, release agents, chemicals, 
solvents, adhesives and fibreglass equipment. Through our network of Trade Centres we also sell our 
products to the general public. If you are a hobbyist wanting to cast something in resin, or if you want to 
do repair work on your boat or surfboard come and see us and we would be happy to help you with 
technical and application advice.' (note the mention of fillers as they are a good source of cotton flock 
and Q cells) 
 

 - Ironbark Composites 
  Address: 5/10 Baines Cres, Torquay VIC 3228  
 

Sources of Fibreglass etc.  from discussions with Neil Roshier and Colin Collyer 
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 Owner is Dick Garrard and Ironbark is also a good source of Kevlar and Carbon fiber as 
described below 
 

“Ironbark Composites is a leading provider of fibreglass, carbon fibre and aramids such as Kevlar, 
epoxy resins and associated composite material products across Australia and internationally 
 

Capitalising on decades of manufacturing experience with fibreglass cloth, carbon fibre cloth and 
aramids such as Kevlar fabric, Ironbark Composites supplies raw materials to surfboard manufacturers, 
kayak and boat builders, sports and racing car designers, model aircraft makers, hobbyists and 
professional manufacturers. 
 

Our knowledge of fibreglass supplies, carbon fibre sheet, Kevlar fabric and other aramids, epoxy resin 
and vacuum bagging is second to none in Australia. 
 

Ironbark Composites is genuine, approachable and has a wide and expansive range of stock suitable 
for a broad range of applications. 
 

Whether the project requires woven fabrics such as fibreglass cloth, stitched and unidirectional fabrics 
including carbon fibre cloth, fibreglass tapes, Kevlar cord and braids, Ironbark Composites provides 
products Australia wide and overseas to countries such as New Zealand, China, Singapore and India. 
 

Ironbark Composites distributes industry-leading Hexion epoxy resin throughout Australasia, Vacmobile 
vacuum pumps and gauges and Wacker liquid re-usable vacuum bags. 
 

Ironbark Composites proudly stands by its claim to have the most experience and the most knowledge 
about fibreglass, carbon fibre and aramid products such as Kevlar in Australia, as well as the associated 
composite supplies. Contact our Australian headquarters if you’d like to know more about Ironbark 
Composites or our wide range of products.” 
 

Overseas suppliers include  
 

 Thayercraft from the US who can be found on eBay or their own website at; https://thayercraft.com/ 
or you could try Aliexpress who are good for things like Kevlar for hinges etc. 
https://www.aliexpress.com/popular/woven-kevlar-fabric.html  
 

 For the resins you could try Araldite 3600 which wets out well and is fairly easy to handle and this 
can be obtained from; 
 

 - Meury Enterprises  
 Address: 40 Glenvale Cres, Mulgrave VIC 3170  
 Phone: 9560 7744 
 WEB: https://www.meury.com.au/ 
Meury also have woven products. 
 
 Alternatively, another good resin is Kinetix R246 and there is a choice of three different 
hardeners; with the fastest giving the hardest result. This available from Ironbark Composites already 
listed above.  
 

PLYWOOD 
 

 A good source of plywood including thin marine ply is Plyco in Mornington.  
  Address:  13 Bruce St, Mornington VIC 3931 
  Phone: 5975 7911 
  WEB:  https://plyco.com.au/ 

https://thayercraft.com/
https://www.aliexpress.com/popular/woven-kevlar-fabric.html
https://www.meury.com.au/
https://plyco.com.au/
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Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au


    Aspectivity August 2019 

 

 

 

Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 
 

  

For Sale 
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 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Alan Gray                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Martin Hopper           
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                              Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

    President   Jack Bhalla  0419 304 061 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419332644  vp@varms.org.au 

Site Liaison   Max Haysom  9801 3899 
Secretary        secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Geoff Glover  9807 5623 membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 

 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/
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VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 
 

 
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


