
    Aspectivity December 2019 

 

 
 

      Search for VARMS on Facebook  
 

 

 
 

 

                                                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Issue 538 
 

December 2019 

Cover Photo   

      Colin Collyer’s Control line (yes control line) bi-plane stunter flying into the sunset. 

 

The deadline for material to be in Aspectivity is two weeks prior to the general meetings and for the next month 
(February) it is therefore the 31

st
 of January 2020 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night   (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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 Welcome to the President’s Ponderings 
 

 I apologise from the start for my contempt of political correctness and my sometimes somewhat 
obtuse sense of humour. 
 

 It is great to have just received the updated plan from Knox for the location of the infrastructure at 
Rowville.  The majority of credit for achieving this location must go to our recently retired President Jack 
Bhalla.  Without Jacks aggressive negotiating style the location now shown on the plan would not have 
been achieved, given that a very similar proposal put initially some 12 months ago was flatly rejected by 
the landholder.  The members owe Jack a debt of gratitude. The committee has in principle accepted 
the Councils current proposal with some minor adjustments and will be communicating this to Council 
on Thursday (28th Nov).  Thank you to those that gave their valuable input at such short notice. 
We still have a long way to go and in the meantime the club has to continue to function at Wantirna. 
Rodney Savage failed to duck when approached and has agreed to take up the role recently vacated 
position held by Geoff Glover who has decided that the seaside is more to his liking than the misty hills 
of the suburbs, and it is good to see that the library is progressing with the appearance of some 
mysterious boxes in the corner of the clubrooms. Michael Best is installing mains power monitoring in 
that grey box under the charging bench that houses all sorts of nefarious electronic devices so that we 
can be alerted to power outages at the clubrooms.  It won’t be covering all circuits, but will address loss 
of power to the security systems.  Last committee meeting Paul Van Tongeren requested permission to 
build some entry ramps from the pits to the field in an attempt to minimize  damaging prop strikes , 
these ramps are now in place and have been sown with bird seed!!, hopefully some will remain to turn 
into grass 
 

 I am very grateful that the clubs activity and support groups are functioning very well and trust 
that they will continue to perform their functions with the full support of the committee where necessary.  
I see the committee’s role as supporting member’s activities rather than organising them. 
 

 For the near future the committee will be concentrating on developing the move to Rowville and 
will be relying on the support of all members during the somewhat busy and uncertain times ahead both 
with the move to the Police Paddocks and the current more active role being played by CASA in the 
model aircraft area. 
 

 Enough from me; the next meeting will be our xmas breakup and whilst there has been no 
specific entertainment organised, the Club will be getting a whole heap of Pizzas for consumption after 
a hopefully SHORT meeting.  If weather permits please come to fly and socialise. 
 

 Ron H (President) 
 

 

 
 

 Opening. Meeting was opened by the Anthony Peate as Chairman at 8:00 pm. 
 

 Apologies: Laci Nagy. Lindsay Hendersen, Colin Collyer, John Wynn-Tweg 
 

 Visitors: None 
 

 Election of President. Alan Mayhew conducted the election for the new president of the club. 
Nominations were received for: Ron Hickman, and Anthony Peate. 
 Ron Hickman was declared the president with 23 votes to Anthony Peate’s 19 votes. Anthony 
Peate will continue as Vice President. Ron Hickman took over the meeting as chairman. 
 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 

November General Meeting minutes     Laci Nagy 
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 Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
 Moved: Robert Kassell Seconded: John Gotchalk  Passed 
 

 Business Arising From Previous Minutes.  
 The following items arose from the previous minutes: None 
 

 Correspondence. There was no correspondence in or out. 
 

 Treasurer’s Report. The report was read and accepted. 
 Moved: Robert Kassel Seconded: Mike Barlow Passed 
 

 General Business. The following other items of business were discussed: 
 

 Vice Presidents Report. Report on status of club move to the Knox RRR. Further information 
being supplied to KCC. Meeting to happen soon 
 

 Competition. The following competitions were noted: 
- ALES – 1 Dec 19. 
- ½ A Texaco guidelines are coming soon. 
- Electric launch DLG glider is beginning. 

 

 Aerotow. The event for 9 Nov was cancelled. 
 

 Aspectivity. More articles are needed; competition or flying event reports always welcome. 
 

 Membership. A new membership secretary is still needed. 
 

 Clothing. Lew encouraged members to buy clothing to promote this great club. 
 

 Magazine Return. John Wynn-Tweg reported that they are 75% through the audit. 
 

 Mt Hollowback. Peter Cossins reminded members of the slope event at Mt Hollowback on the 
weekend of 16 & 17 Nov 19 with Sunday the 17 Nov 19 being the main day. 
 

 Presentation. Tim Moorland gave a talk on his scale Fournier glider build project. It has been a 
long time coming but is now looking good. 
 

 Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 13 December 2019 at 8.00 pm. 
 

 Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 9:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 

 

Flying Event Calendar 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

informal I/2 A Texaco Wednesdays VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

ALES 01/12/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Training 08/12/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Christmas General Meeting 13/12/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

VARMS Scale Aerotow 14/12/19 VARMS Glider Field VARMS.org.au 

Next Committee Meeting 27/01/20 ? VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting 04/02/20 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Events and competitions 

file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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 Nine of us, all up, flew at Hollowback for three 
days (15-17th November). Most of those flying were 
from VARMS but also from as far away as Shepparton. 
We flew to the West around to the South. Those flying 
on the Western peak used 36MHz and those on the 
Eastern Peak 2.4GHz. There were no reports of radio 
interference.  
 
 The monitoring equipment used for the VARMs 
reports was flown with interference being again 
recorded on 2.4GHz for upwards of 6 seconds on the 
Western Peak. No hits were recorded for 36MHz.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We had a fantastic three days of flying in perfect conditions 
with the added excitement of a couple of Eagles dining at 
the Wedgie Cafe (rabbit warren) immediately below the 
launch point to the West. One also flew through from North 
to South carrying what looked like a snake; the Eagles were 
hunting on the North Slope near the rock outcrops.  

Mount Hollowback Field Day  Greg, Ray & Peter 

News and Articles 
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 Last season we had a large increase in flying ½ A Texaco style models. Thanks to Kevin Fryer 
and Gary Ryan, a number of models became available for anyone to fly. The fun continues this season 
on Wednesdays at 4.30 p.m. with an all up last down challenge. Anyone is welcome. 
 

 Since last season quite a few members have shown an interest in building a model to join in the 
fun. Along with this come the questions such as, where do I find plans, how big do I build it, what are the 
rules? The answers to these questions are not quite so simple. 
Essentially a ½ A electric Texaco model design must come from a plan published prior to the end of 
1942. These models were free flight, gas (IC) sport models. You are allowed to provide a moving rudder 
and elevator so it becomes a 2 channel R/C model. The wing area must not exceed 450 in. sq. There is 
a specific way to measure this. Direct scaling of the original plan is allowed. The battery must not 
exceed 2S 460 mAh. or 3-S 300 mAh. and a fixed prop must be used. Many examples of these models 
can be found at Outerzone.co.uk  See browse plans by category, Fee flight Sport,  FFIC. (See below for 
additional notes.) 
 

 MAAA. The official rules for ½ A Texaco models can be found on the MAAA website. Go to 
member tools, competition, rules, S5. Read the general rules and the specific ½ A Texaco electric rules. 
You will find that these rules are very detailed and quite restrictive.  
IF YOU WANT TO FLY IN AN EVENT USING THESE MAAA RULES, YOUR MODEL WILL NEED TO 
COMPLY. 
 

 AEFA. The Electric Flight Association of Australia, follows these rules at their events but allow 
the rules to be “altered to better fill the needs of their members”. Go to AEFA.org.au 
 

 VARMS. What about at VARMS?  I have discussed guidelines for this event with Brian Laughton 
and Kevin Fryer who come from a long history of flying I.C. ½ A Texaco and now the electric version. 
We agree on the following guidelines for these models at VARMS. 
We should take a very relaxed approach to the rules. This is to promote participation, building, 
experimentation and above all, HAVING FUN.  
 

 Extend the year cut- off date to end 1956. The plan must be followed in its overall shape and 
direct scaling (see note at end) can be used with the limit of 450 sq.in. wing area. The official battery 
rule applies. The airfoil section can be varied. The nose can be extended to allow for the balancing of an 
electric motor. Construction and materials are up to the builder.  
 

Notes. 
 Wing area is measured by the chord length at a location half way between the centre line and the 
tip multiplied by the tip to tip measurement.           
 

 Direct scaling. The original plan may be enlarged or reduced to the size chosen. This is best 
done at a plan copy centre such as Office Works. You will need to give them a percentage change. 
 

 Other sources of plans are kits are: 
www.antiquemodeler.org/sam_new/approved_lists/adl-gas/gas_list_index.html 
http://www.bhplans.com/ 
http://www.jimoreillymodelplans.com/prodserve.htm 
 

 Alan Mayhew 
 

 Varms CD.                                                    

 

VARMS MODIFIED ½ A TEXACO GUIDELINES Alan Mayhew 

http://www.antiquemodeler.org/sam_new/approved_lists/adl-gas/gas_list_index.html
http://www.bhplans.com/
http://www.jimoreillymodelplans.com/prodserve.htm
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 If you decide to give this ½ A Electric Texaco 
thing a go you will find that you face a number of small 
challenges. Firstly you need to recognise that you will 
have to “build” the model and for many of the possible 
choices there are no kits.  

 Kevin Fryer has a kit which he is putting together 
and which he calls a Cumuless (shown on the right). 
However if you want something different you will be 
building from a plan. The June issue of Aspectivity this 
year has a small gallery photos while the August issue 
has further examples including links to the web sites 
where the plans can be found.  

 

 

 One of the more popular 
designs is the Stardust Special 
and to me its’ main attractions are 
that it can be built very light, plus it 
has a nose long enough to allow a 
bit of freedom to shift things 
around to get the balance point 
right. 

 

 

 In contrast to this I can discuss the 
shortcomings of my first attempt at a model of this 
type. I liked the look of the Skyrocket 44 however, 
since the plan is from a 1948 Aeromodeller it only 
fits into the nostalgia category which is OK except 
for the purist old timer competitor. My main 
problem is weight distribution; I had a problem 
getting all the heavy bits into the short and slim 
nose which I had originally built to house a 1 cc 
ED Bee internal combustion motor. The change to 
electric meant I still had the engine bearers in the 
way plus the all up flying weight is 537 gms. 

 This is a bit heavy for this set of elliptical wings, which, although they look pretty, and they were a 
nice challenge to build, the tiny wing tips are not contributing much lift. I can usually get about 12 to 15 
minutes flight time in still air using up most of the battery, which is OK for the heats but can’t compete 
with the real floaters in a fly off. In order fix these issues I could build it again; scaling it up a bit plus 
lengthening the nose, but I would prefer to investigate something different. I have come across another 

MORE ON ½ A TEXACO    Russ Pearce 
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plan which has an interesting method of producing washout on the wing tips. It is called “State 
Champion” and is from 1950 (so nostalgia category again).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you can see it is a fairly simple “cabin” 
style aircraft with a mono wheel. The wing 
tip detail is what interested me.  

From this plan you can see that the upper 
surface of the wing has exactly the same 
profile from tip to tip however, as the trailing 
edge of the wing tip tapers forward, the 
under surface changes from slight under 
camber to negative camber at the tip rib. I 
suggest that this would have a strong 
washout effect and I would like to 
experiment with this technique to see how 
well it works. 

 I can loan any of my plans for copying to others in the club who might like to make similar 
experiments and I don’t doubt that there are other members of the club who would do likewise. I am 
finding that this ½ Texaco a great learning experience. 

 Russ Pearce 
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DuBro Prop Balancer. 
Call Bill Webb, T. 5626 4205 or e-mail  

(alansgippslandhobbies@bigpond.com) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

Wanted 

mailto:alansgippslandhobbies@bigpond.com
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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House of Balsa 2X6 glider kit (minus plans) For Sale $30 
Contact Lew Rodman; ph 98871060 

 

ROGER STEVENSON’S MODELS, KITS AND EQUIPMENT FOR SALE. 
 

CONSTRUCTED MODELS. 
 

Both have full servos installed and receiver as well in the Luniak. 
The “Magic” Electric model is also fitted with ESC and electric outrunner motor. 
 
 

 

LUNIAK. (Colin Smith designed and constructed)  
EPP Foam - semi scale, rugged slope-soarer. Rudder, 
elevator and ailerons – almost unbreakable. 
 

SELL for $50 ONO 
 

 
 

 
 
 
PHOENIX MODELS “ MAGIC” -3D  
Aerobatic Electric model – 1025mm span. 
       
SELL for $35 ONO. 
 
 
 

 
MODEL KITS. (Both UK designed and produced by Stan Yeo.)- both wood veneer skinned foam wing 
construction and ply fuselage. 
 

 
WINGBAT – 1125mmspan. 
 
Fun aerobatic flying wing slope soarer     
   
SELL for $30 ONO 
 
 

For Sale 
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STAR JET – 1025 span. 
 
Fast aerobatic slope soarer ailerons, elevator and rudder 
controls.   
 

SELL for $50 ONO 
 
 
 
 

 
EQUIPMENT.  
 

JR RADIO Transmitters. 
 

36 MEG. 
MX22 - 30 model memory rotary dial functions. Recent 
battery replacement and fitted with synthesiser module 
MAX 66 – 2 model memory. 
 

40 MEG  
JR MAX 5 channel with servos reverse function. 
SELL as complete set for $50 ONO 
 

 
 
REAL FLIGHT Model flight simulator, with additional model’s 
DVD. 
 
      
SELL for $35 ONO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DICK SMITH Multimeter seldom used  
 
Sell for $10. 
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MODEL SUPPLIES. 
 
 
 
 
SHRINK FILM ROLLS  
24 rolls and folded lengths (All unused) 
 
SELL AS package $25 the lot. 
 
 
 

 
 
BLUE FOAM sheet 
Dimensions.60mmX6mmX128mm. 
      
SELL for $30 ONO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact ROGER STEVENSON. 
Ph. Home 98308293       
Mobile 0411141786      
E mail – janineroger@aapt.net.au 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
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 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Alan Gray                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Martin Hopper           
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                              Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

    President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419 332 644  vp@varms.org.au 

Site Liaison   Max Haysom  9801 3899 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Rodney Savage    membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Peter Zambory  98074875 registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 

 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/
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VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate. 
 
 

 
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 


