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Cover Photo
Eagles (Phil) versus Eagle – Camperdown – Photos courtesy Andy Smith (see VARMS Facebook)

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)
The deadline for material to be in Aspectivity is two weeks prior to the general meetings and for the next month
th
(April) it is therefore the 28 of March 2020
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President’s report

Ron Hickman

Welcome to the President’s Ponderings (Ron’s Rants)
Well here we are again, our first meeting for the year has come and gone any many thanks must
go to Tim for filling in as minute secretary, Andrew and Alan for their very interesting presentation on the
“devwing” software program and Ross for organising the supper. We look forward eagerly to next
month’s meeting for the guest presenter that Peter has up his sleeve.
On to other things, Council are still pursuing written confirmation for the “permission to fly” at
Rowville with no indication at this stage when this may come through. We are not able to apply for
additional height approval (over 400ft) from CASA until we receive this permission in writing. A
number of emails have also been exchanged recently with respect to the project and we will be meeting
with Council in the near future to discuss the issues
Whilst all this bureaucracy is going on it is good to see the club is still functioning well as
exampled by the recently successful ALES comp, the large attendance at Camperdown and the wellattended aerotow at Wantirna. Thank you to the members for keeping the WARMS facebook page up to
date with the activities.
On a serious note, Doncaster recently had a lipo fire in the clubrooms which was successfully
controlled by members in attendance. The committee have expressed concerns about our current
facilities at Wantirna and in the short term we will be reducing the flammable items immediately above
the charging benches. Longer term we will be examining ways to make the charging facilities safer.
One safety option that could be implemented by individual members would be to use a “bat box” similar
to that currently used by Bruce Clapperton. One safety recommendation that we tend to ignore is the
advice to not leave batteries unattended whilst charging.
Membership renewals, together with this year’s annual subs are coming up. Following the large
jump in MAAA insurance fees in2019 (fully absorbed by the club last year) the committee have resolved
to pass on this increase in two stages over the next two years. The Clubs annual membership fee will
at this point remain unchanged.
In a new development this year the club will be offering the opportunity for those members who
wish to, to renew online thanks to the efforts put in by Michael Best . The program is being evaluated
and refined at the moment with instruction to come in the near future from someone other than me who
knows what they are talking about
Ron Hickman (President)

February 2020 General Meeting minutes
Date:

14 February 2020

Time:

8:00 pm

Venue:

VARMS Clubhouse, 291 George St. Wantirna South, Victoria

Laci Nagy

Apologies: Anthony Peate, Laci Nagy, David Anthony, Lindsay Henderson, John Gottschalk.
Visitors:

None

Opening:

Meeting was opened by Ron Hickman as Chairman with 24 members.
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Previous Minutes: The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted.
Moved: Robert Kassell
Seconded: Keith Schneider
Business Arising from Previous Minutes:

None

Correspondence:
Details deferred to Reports later in the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report:
The report was presented and accepted
Moved: Robert Kassell
Seconded: Russell Pearce
Other Reports:
Ron Hickman reported:
- Danny Malcman advised that the centre ramp in front of the pilot’s box interferes with aerotow.
Committee resolved to let Danny remove the walkway and use the removed soil to level out the other
taxi ways.
- VMAA advised the committee that members are responsible to keep up to date with all the MOPs.
Paul Van Tongeren has drafted a letter to send to the VMAA advising them that the committee thinks
this is not satisfactory.
- The committee has decided not to implement disabled parking at the current VARMS site.
- Letter to be sent to VMAA requesting advice on ramifications of people flying at VARMS without
insurance. i.e. what is the responsibility of the club in this case.
- Two cabinets have been installed in the clubhouse, now full of magazines. Probably need a couple
more cabinets which will be covered by the original motion.
- Phil has been asked to replace the bottom rail in front of the club house.
- Relocation to Rowville current issues.
1. Permission to fly over Knox & Casey required from Parks Victoria.
2. Deciding on the area to be given to VARMS as a lease area.
3. Design of the club rooms.
Danny Malcman reported:
- Last Saturday aerotow was cancelled and tomorrow’s is also cancelled. Aerotow is proposed for
Saturday 22-02-20.
Bruce Clapperton reported:
- ALES planned for this Sunday but may be cancelled because of the weather. Cancellation will be
advised on Facebook and note on the external noticeboard.
- Thanks to the club for allowing Bruce’s 50th birthday celebration at the club house.
Lew Rodman reported:
- Some hats and badges available for sale.
- Orders taken for all clothing. Delivery takes about 2 weeks.
Russell Pearce reported:
- Training is slow and steady.
- A couple of people have obtained their wings recently.
General Business:
Date for relocation to Rowville has not yet been set.
VARMS current site licence expires July 2022.
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Meeting Closure: Meeting closed at 8:18pm followed by a very interesting presentation by Andrew
Allen and Alan Mahew on the CAD program DEVWING. (See article below)

Flying Event Calendar
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

informal I/2 A Texaco

Wednesdays

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Glider Training

01/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

Tyabb Airshow

08/03/20

Tyabb

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3aNmANAH1A

General meeting (7:30 PM)

13/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Scale Aerotow

14/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Glider Training

15/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

ALES (12:30)

15/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

VARMS Glider Training

29/03/20

VARMS Glider Field

VARMS.org.au

Committee Meeting (7:30)

30/02/20

VARMS Clubrooms

VARMS.org.au

Next General Meeting

10/04/20

VARMS Clubrooms

VARMS.org.au

News and Articles
ALES Report 16th February 2020
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Bruce Clapperton

Winds around 8-10 knots did not deter the intrepid pilots for the first ALES of 2020. Despite the
challenging conditions there were thermals to be hunted down and chased with quite a few rounds going to the full
5 minutes. Andrew Allen and his (ballasted) Prego proved the best combination on the day with good consistent
flying. Thanks to Andrew Rabbit for helping out with the timing and Alan Mayhew for his help and guidance as
always.
After the dust settled there was a group discussion about model rules. We decided to open it up again to all
models. However, we will be giving places for three divisions – Moulded, built up and (pure) foam wings. Not
sure how that will work. However, I think I will organise some trophies for these three divisions to be awarded on
aggregate at the end of the year.
ALES Events coming up: 15th March and 17th of May, both Sundays. (Although watch the whiteboard and
calendar, there may be one or two extra ones organised.)
Also, I’m organising a VMAA trophy practice comp Sunday 5th of April from 12-4pm. This is for the new
ALES electric glider event (200 meters launch, max 2.54m wingspan). Also for the LEG - limited electric glider
for “sport” 2 meter models – motor run time subtracted from flight time.
Also note, if you are nearly but not quite bronze wings, I’m happy for you to participate in these
competitions under the supervision of a competent member. For this you need your own plane and be a financial
club member. Even if you don’t feel ready to fly, it’s great to help with timing. You are bound to pick up a tip or
two.
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DEVWING

Andrew Allen

DevWing is great design software that is easy to use. Some of you will be familiar with Profili, which is
the forerunner of DevWing. Profili is still available as it has some airfoil design features that DevWing does not,
but for wing panel design, DevWing is the go-to tool.
You do not need to be a CAD expert or computer NERD to get results using DevWing. For those that were
present at last months meeting you would have seen how the wizard guides you through each step of the process
resulting in a wing design ready for the laser cutter in a very short time.
Everything I demonstrated at the meeting was with the unlicensed free download software. The free
version allows use of all the design functionality so you can evaluate the software but does not allow printing or
exporting projects for laser cutting.
Overview of DevWing can be found here.
http://www.devcad.com/eng/devwing.asp
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Complete list of DevWing features and capabilities can be found here.
http://www.devcad.com/eng/devwing_features.asp
Following are some snapshots of various stages of the design process. Once the airfoil selections have been made,
the wing can be viewed in 3D at each step through to fully completed design.
1.

2. Wing Plan

You can draw a simple single
panel wing or a complex
multipanel wing. For complex
wing panels a picture of DXF file
can be imported as a reference
background.

3. Ribs Definition and Placement
Create and place the ribs for each
panel.
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4.
Wing Panel Airfoil
Selection
Select the airfoil for each panel.
Airfoils can be blended from panel
to panel

Wing panel airfoil 3D preview

5. Sheeting
Apply custom wing sheeting or use D-Box wizard
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6. Leading Edge & Trailing
Edge
Select leading/trailing edge type,
size and placement
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7. Spars, Ailerons, Flaps
Select from various spar and control
surface hinge arrangements
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8. Decks
Servo Mounts, Undercarriage mounts
etc.
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9. Geodetic Ribs

10. Lightening Holes
Use a wizard to configure
lightening holes
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11. Building Tabs
Add building where required

12. 3D Preview
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For Sale
Colour

XS
48

S
62

M
65

Royal
$72.50
JK01 Stadium Jacket
Colour

3XL
77

Total

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

77.5

80

85

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

55

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

Navy
$40.15
JB Crew Fleecy
Colour

2XL
74

S

Royal
$39.05
JB ½ zip Polar Fleece
Colour

XL
71

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

Navy
$72.50
JB Flying Jacket
Colour

L
68

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Royal
$24.20
JB Polo

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

53

Colour

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Navy
$26.40
JB Polo with Pocket
Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest
Name:

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket

Contact details:

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each
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Total

Dave’s Big Boys Toys
Providers of an extensive
range of aeromodelling
supplies including
Jeti
Vladamir Models
Hyperion Australia

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
ph:

(03) 98870558
0415412096
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Enya is back in Australia
Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range
Phone or fax 03 5626 4205
In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on
his already low prices.
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips,
tubes, etc.
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section
balsa.

Administration
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Power Glider Power Glider
8am-1pm (power)
Dawn-1pm (glider)
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

Mowing Roster

Sun

Power Power Glider

Field
Fri

Glider Power Glider Power Glider
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power)
1pm-Dusk (glider)

Sat

Sun

Glider

Glider

Ian Slack
Mike Barlow
Bruce Perry
Robert Kassell
Tim Stewart
Geoff Moore

Times except for Aerotow Saturdays

*Aerotow:
Second Saturday each month, 12.00
Noon till 5.00 pm
Clubrooms:

Runway & Pits:

Zdenek Busek
Ken Madill
Paul Van Tongeren
Alan Taylor

Heliport:

Geoff Moore

All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide

1st week
2nd week
3rd week
4th week

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring
Henry Wohlmuth
9764 1921

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please
contact the club’s president or secretary
The Keyboard

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named,
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda.

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,
the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
Vice President
Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Membership Secretary
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Asset Manager
Webmaster
Registrar

Ron Hickman
Anthony Peate
Max Haysom
Laci Nagy
David Milne
Alan Mayhew
Russ Pearce
Mike Barlow
Rodney Savage
Geoff Moore
Paul Van Tongeren
Bruce Perry
Michael Best
Peter Zambory

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

0427 830 949
0419 332 644
9801 3899
0417 835 766
0412 994 213
0432 663 429

9802 2044

98074875

president@varms.org.au
vp@varms.org.au
secretary@varms.org.au
treasurer@varms.org.au
cd@varms.org.au
editor@varms.org.au
ordinary@varms.org.au
membership@varms.org.au
heli@varms.org.au
power@varms.org.au
asset@varms.org.au
web_master@varms.org.au
registrar@varms.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct
addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or
other Committee member.
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Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre- Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field gate.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and selflaunching (electric) gliders.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers
followed by a cup of your favourite brew.
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