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Cover Photo   

 More of Colin’s Covid projects – Top left – ½ A Texaco; Middle – Weihe ¼ scale glider 
and bottom – BAC “Drone”  see the article included inside.  

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the general 
meetings (even though these meetings are currently on hold) and it is therefore the 6th of November 2020. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix) 
Zoom meetings every Wednesday at 7:30 See [Member Area] on the VARMS web site 
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 As I write this we are down to 16 new cases of Covid in Victoria and hopefully moving 
towards a situation where we can fly again at Wantirna although from his lordships 
pronouncements on golf clubs etc., today (Sunday) at his Press briefing, nothing is likely to happen 
for at least 3 weeks. 
 
 The AGM date has now passed, and I am advised by the secretary that all the relevant motions have 
been voted on by a quorum.  The results will be checked by Col Collyer (thanks Col for accepting the audit role) 
and the results will be circulated when the audit is complete. 
 
 As part of the AGM it is traditional to present the Clubman of the Year award.  Unfortunately, it cannot be 
done in person this year. However, the committee was grateful to receive a well-argued nomination from an 
active member not on committee.  That nomination was enthusiastically accepted and endorsed by the 
committee.  I am very pleased to announce that this year’s nomination recognises a long serving member who is 
continuing to perform a major role in the functioning of the club quietly behind the scenes. Congratulations to Ian 
Slack, and I hope the formal presentation can be made in the not too distant future. 
 
 We have had a number of interesting events occur over the past few weeks, the first being that council 
contacted us and advised us that our licence at Wantirna had expired on the 22nd of July and we had not applied 
for a 2 year extension to the licence as offered in clause something or other of the licence.  A significant amount 
of frenetic activity occurred and I have been assured that the council will be offering an extension to our licence 
for up to 2 years at Wantirna from 22 July subject to a number of additional conditions yet to be revealed. 
 
 The second is that Alan Mayhew and I had a zoom meeting with Council and the architect for Rowville 
following up the rejection of the initial approved plan by Melbourne Water back last December.  The revised 
replacement plan back in May was rejected by the committee on runway clearance issues and after some 
discussion with the Council they are preparing a revised plan for our consideration.  The area that we are 
proposing moving to has a significantly restricted conservation zoning, therefore our development will have to be 
slotted around designated conservation areas and vegetation overlays.  It is my understanding also that 
Melbourne Water have a significant role to play in determining what can be built and where at this location given 
its floodway (as distinct from flood prone) zoning and we will need to comply with their requirements as well, on 
top of all the other conservation concerns. The good news is that the runway still stands at 160m by 40m with 
adequate clearances at either end. 
 
 The Wednesday Zoom meeting appears to be going from strength to strength with I think up to 20 
participants and lively cross topic discussions.  I would encourage members to participate in the meeting to keep 
up with what others are up to and don’t forget the next Monthly General  meeting by zoom on 9th October that can 
be accessed from the [Members Area] of the website. 
 

 Late breaking news from Knox Council;  
 

 “Council sporting facilities - Re-opening and access 
 The Victorian Government has indicated its intent to consider further easing of the current restrictions by 
19 October. We are aware that this may result in community sporting clubs having questions regarding facility 
and ground usage for the Summer and Annual 2020/21 licence periods. We understand the significant 
importance local sport has for the community; however, we also understand the importance of health, hygiene, 
and community safety during these challenging times. We will continue to work to obtain, understand, and 
disseminate this important information to all local sporting clubs and will endeavour to do so as soon as possible. 
However, until the approval is provided by Council, access to sporting facilities is strictly prohibited.” 
 

 Enough from me, please enjoy the following articles. 
 

   Ron Hickman      President  
 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 
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Date: 11 September 2020   Time: 7:35 pm 
 

Venue: Video Conference 
 

Apologies: None 
 

Visitors: None 
 

Opening. Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:35 pm with 18 members present. 
 

Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
 Moved: M. Best Seconded: R. Pearce Passed 
 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes. There was no business arising from the previous minutes. 
 

Correspondence. The following correspondence was received and sent: 
 

 Inwards. 

• Various updates from the Knox Council on COVID-19. 

• Request from Victoria Police to use the club room for shelter and breaks when they run 
their roadside stop training for police recruits using the roads and carparks at the sports 
ground around the VARMS club room. 

•  

General Business. The following other items of business were discussed: 
 

Membership Registrar. There were no new members in the last month. 
 

ALES. This is not happening until at least November due to COVID restrictions. People are busy 
building 2m models in preparation of it starting again. 
 

Electrics. There is still an event planned for November, though not for Victorians. The next event after 
that will be Easter 2021. 
 

Bill Hewison’s 100th Birthday. John Gottschalk informed the club that Bill Hewison who has been a 
long time member will be celebrating his 100th birthday in December this year. He moved a motion that 
the club organise a appropriate event to celebrate this milestone. 
Moved: J. Gottschalk  Seconded: P.Zambory Passed 
 

Presentation. L. Rodman presented on indoor flying and the designs of indoor models displaying a 
number of different indoor models. 
 

Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 9 October 2020 at 7:30 pm. 
 

 …Talk for October meeting … 
 

- Building a Scratch 1300 mm Wingspan T2-Buckeye with multiple A4 sheet plans.  By Geoff Moore 
 

Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:45 pm. 
 

 
 

 

Flying? Event Calendar (subject to Covid 19 restrictions) 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Virtual 3Fs get together 
Wednesdays 

7:30 PM 
Zoom Meeting  [Member’s area] http://varms.org.au/  

Virtual Committee Meeting 
(7:30) 

? ? virtual ? VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting 
Friday 9th October 

7:30 PM ZOOM [Member’s area] http://varms.org.au/ 

2020 General Meeting minutes  Laci Nagy 

http://varms.org.au/
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
http://varms.org.au/
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Copied from the AEFA calendar  
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Here are more models finished while staying home.  
 

 Covid 2 is a Weihe like the one shown below and built to ¼ scale.  
 

 
 

 The model was originally built by Martin Symonds and apparently the wing joiner system was 
failing and it wrecked the wings. I got the fuselage and tailplane via Gary Ryan.  
 

 
 

 The fuselage was in fair condition; the tailplane was quite heavy, but it had no wings and no 
provision for joining the wings to the fuselage. I opted for a 18mm aluminium bar, as I had some carbon 
tubes that would fit. Andy cut some ribs for me. The wings went together fairly easily for a 2.3mtr wing, 
except they gobbled up a lot of wood.  
 

News and Articles 

More Covid 19 projects    Colin Collyer 
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 I did spend way too much time on the spoilers. I made a 
cardboard test set first, and still got them a bit wrong!  
 

  
 
 

 Wings are covered in Chinacote, elevators and fin in Oratex. The fuselage had a good sand, all 
the dings and dents filled, but leaving all the waviness that results from a plywood-over-formers skinned 
structure. A 100mm centre section was grafted into the original wing joiner system, plus a couple of 
extra formers joining on to the existing formers. The fuselage painting has been a nightmare, probably 
because I am trying to paint while it’s too cold. It is far from perfect, but it will have to do; I’m finished 
with it! 
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  Covid 3. I looked around my shed 
and spotted a half-built BAC Drone that 
Barry De Kuyper started. Glen Reid had 
it, but somehow it finished up at my 
place. After giving it the once over, I 
discovered that most of the hard work 
was done. The wings were finished, just 
needed servos. The tail plane had some 
hanger rash, so I fixed that. I do not have 
room for fixed tailplanes, so I let in some 
carbon tubes, sheeted over the top, then 
cut the tailplane into 3 pieces. Glued the 
middle bit to the fuselage.  
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 Then I got onto the motor. The only one I had doing nothing was a “25” size motor. The original 
flew on a 40, 4stroke at half power. I am expecting the take-off to be very scale. 
 

 
 

 
  Covid 4 is a ½ A electric model. 
Kevin Fryer gave me a part kit and a 
plan. The plan did not match the parts 
supplied, but we got there. Spent way 
too much time on detail like home 
made wheels. Fuselage covered in 
mylar with tissue over the top. Wings 
covered in some Solarfilm “tissue” that 
required glue on the structure.... used a 
glue stick, worked great. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Detail of hatch, motor mounting, 
etc. 
 
Fuselage diamond configuration 
and fitting of the wing pylon nicely 
is tricky. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Covid 5 is a control line restoration, and Covid 6 is a little rubber scale model. 
 

 Hope I live long enough to get out and fly them again! 
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 During my leisure hours, while waiting to get back to flying, I took a fancy to designing my own 
version of a simple-to-build and fairly conventional two meter glider that could be used for the F5 RES 
competitions that Alan Mayhew described in last months Aspectivity. I originally liked the idea of a slow 
floater, with a low wing loading, because the competition heats were likely to be only five minutes (from 
100 meters height limit) and flying slow seems to be one way of hanging about for five minutes. This 
would probably not be a good model on windy days but should be pretty handy in light weather. As a 
way of collecting a few opinions I started a conversation on our Wednesday ZOOM meetings around the 
design of the wing tips for low drag. This resulted in almost too many ideas to follow up on, however the 
following is a summary of my research in checking up on the many suggestions.  
 

Primary question – Minimising drag from the wing tips. 
 
 

 

 I had noticed this rather dramatic 
picture In Martyn Pressnell’s book “Model 
Planes – Airfoils and Wings.” (page 47) It 
shows a crop-duster flying through a smoke 
flair and illustrates the shape of the 
turbulence coming from wing tip.  
 Now admittedly a crop duster’s wing 
is doing a lot more work than one of our 
lightly loaded gliders however it shows the 
general effect created by the flow of air 
from under the lower surface of the wing 
around the tip. The air on the upper surface 
of the wing is at a lower pressure than that 
below otherwise there would be no lift.  
 
 
  

 
Since air tends to move from a high-pressure zone 
to a low-pressure zone; the air on top of the wing 
will tend to move inboard while the air under the 
wing will move outboard including around the wing 
tips. This is what results in the tip vortex as shown 
above. 
 
 
 

 The first suggestion was to go for an elliptical wing shape as the multi directional taper means 
that there is almost no disturbance of the air at the very tip and therefore almost no vortex. Shown 
below is the elliptical tip on my Sky Rocket 44 (½ A Texaco) model. However, although there is probably 
little drag, the tips are not doing much work either. Now the question became a little more complex; as 
in how do you have a wing that is providing good lift right to the tips, but with minimal vortex drag.  
  

TWO METRE RES GLIDER TOPICS  By Russ Pearce 
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 Colin Collyer recommended that I look at sweeping the leading edge of the wing back to the 
trailing edge where it is brought to a fine point so that the disturbed air trails the wing from just a tiny tip. 
It just so happens that I actually have a model with this design; a Graupner kit called the Silentius 86. 
Compare this to the elliptical shape mentioned before.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
The elliptical shape gradually 
tapers to almost nothing so, 
although the tip drag is low, 
the lift tapers to virtually 
nothing as well. 

This Silentius wing has good lift for 
almost the full span and hopefully 
minimal tip vortex.  
 

I have not flown it enough to see if it 
has any particular vices, but I am told 
that it was designed (in 1986) when the 
first F3B competitions were appearing 
and it is supposed to be a good 
compromise for the speed, distance 
and soaring tasks. I can see that the 
slippery rib profile and the low drag 
features would suit the first two tasks 
and the largish cord and lift section to 
the tips provides potentially light wing 
loading for soaring. 

 

 

 

 Looking at the underside of this wing, and contrasting the probable airflow with that of a square 
wing tip, we can see how this might work to reduce tip vortex. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Air can flow more easily out from under and around the square wing tip. 
 

 Next, I moved the question to the consideration of Horner tips. The general consensus was that 
they may not have much effect or benefit at the speeds at which we fly. It had also been recommended 
that I should have another read of Martin Simons’ book “Model Aircraft Aerodynamics” for more 
enlightenment in this area and I also re-read Martyn Pressnell’s book where he used the phrase 
“recover the energy from the vortex system” as an alternative to minimizing this vortex system. This got 
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me thinking that I already had models with examples of this technique. In fact it may be what we do 
when we put washout into the wing tips. We are reducing the pressure difference between the upper 
and lower surfaces of the wing which both reduces the drag and perhaps directs the flow under the tips 
to push the wing forward slightly. 
 

 The example is my other ½ A Texaco called the “State Champion”  
 

 
 
 What is interesting about this very under-cambered design is that the upper surface of the wing is 
kept as a constant profile and, by sweeping the trailing edge forward for the tip polyhedral, the under-
camber virtually disappears until it is almost symmetrical in section at the tip.  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Again the tips are not contributing any lift but the washout is all on the bottom surface of the wing. 
 

 The last thing that was bandied about while discussing wings was having acceptable 
performance in a variety of flying conditions. There were those who supported the idea building very 
light in order to get a “floater” model and others who liked the idea of more “slippery” models so that 
penetration was possible when more windy conditions prevailed. My reflections on this were that the 
light model camp could achieve the floaty model properties with a large wing area model even if it were 
moderately heavy (that is; it could carry a fair bit of ballast) as the overall wing loading would be low, or 
very low without the ballast. With respect to the slippery model I have one already in the form of the 
Silentius now that I have fitted spoilers.  
 

  

Tip 
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 My Conclusions. 
 

 I have decided to build a light weather model featuring a slightly under-cambered section with a 
fairly large cord which will combine to give substantial lift within almost the full two meter wing span limit. 
This wing will also have parallel leading and trailing edge and low aspect ratio. As a result, the wing 
loading will be very light and I can afford to sacrifice a bit of lift by sweeping the trailing edge forward as 
described above for the “State Champion”.  
 

 In reading Martin Simons’ book, I have confirmation of this approach as he has tried this for his 
Martinet; which interestingly also has Horner tips. (see below – from page 94 of his book) The caption 
for this picture states “the author’s experiment with low aspect ratio. With span limited by contest rules 
to two meters, large area low aspect ratio allowed low wing loading for soaring and huge amount of 
ballast for speed tasks. It worked but the expected competition was never held. (M.S.)”  
 

 
 
References.  

- Model aircraft Aerodynamics; Martin Simons 

- Model Planes – Aerofoils and Wings; Martyn Pressell 

- Understanding Thermal Soaring Airplanes; Martin Simonds. Series published in RC Soaring 

Digest (1990) https://www.rcsoaringdigest.com/Supplements/Simons_UTSS.pdf  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rcsoaringdigest.com/Supplements/Simons_UTSS.pdf
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Alan Mayhew has been contacted by Peter Abbey regarding a quantity of aeromodelling supplies 
that became available at reasonable prices due to the closure of his shop and as described in the  
 

 
 

 

 

Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

For Sale 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

    

 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Ian Slack                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Bruce Perry          
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                              Paul Van Tongeren      3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 

Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  
the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

    President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419 332 644  vp@varms.org.au 

Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Rodney Savage    membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Norman Ripp    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre - Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse. 
 
 

 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

