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Cover Photos
Free at last? – Covid projects getting an outing at the field. Kevin, Colin and Gordon
plus Henry’s Talon (built by Gordon) and Corflute Deltas.

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)
Zoom meetings every Wednesday at 7:30 See [Member Area] on the VARMS web site
The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the
general meetings (even though these meetings are currently on hold) and it is therefore the 13th of December
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2020.

President’s report

Ron Hickman

Hi All
Tis great to be in the position of being able to fly from the field again albeit with
restrictions.
At the outset we all must with upmost gratitude thank those unsung members who have
maintained the field to such a high standard during the shutdown, the whole field is looking absolutely
magnificent.
As I write this epistle, we are using the field strictly on an individual person basis where casual
solo flying only is allowed by individual VARMS members with no access to the clubhouse or toilets.
The reason for not having access to the toilets was for expedience only as it was a point requiring
clarification by the Council. By isolating the dunnys we technically complied with council requirements
and were able to open the field immediately realizing that things should be changing again in a fortnight.
Whilst I cannot predict what pronouncements will come from our illustrious leader on Nov 8th, I would like
to foreshadow the likely direction that we will go up to Xmas
I believe that after Nov 8th we will have access to the clubrooms, however I feel at this stage it
would be too much to expect that we could hold formal monthly meetings in the clubrooms before
Xmas. I see normal general use being OK with perhaps the resumption of the regular FFF night.
Roscoe is on standby to prepare updated covid procedures for the Premiers announcements.
I also cannot see at this point why all competitive and regular events should not be able to
resume including ALES and aerotow after Nov 8th albeit at this point possibly for members only.
However, with the resumption of more normal club activities the major change I see will be the need to
record all attendances by all persons coming to the club whether just flying or not. I note the problems
in NSW at the moment where a restaurant was rather casual with its covid records causing major
problems with identifying close contacts. To simplify the recording procedures for those tech savvy
members, Michael is feverishly developing a QR code that can be used as an alternative to the hard
copy record. It is intended that the QR code will identify the name and mobile number together with the
time and date, and details will be held in a secure file on the VARMS website for a rolling 28 days.
Implicit in our covid plan for return to more normal activities is that each member must take
responsibility for their own actions to comply with the DHHS covid procedures. Each member must
provide their own sanitizing gear and ensure all surfaces they touch are disinfected in accordance with
DHHS guidelines. In addition, we will also need to implement a regular (covid only) sanitizing regime,
Costs for having this done professionally are somewhat exorbitant so we are looking for some
volunteers living close by who would be able to assist. A regular covid sanitizing regime would cover
wiping of door handles, switches and any other commonly touched surfaces and possibly recording in a
book.
The next zoom general meeting will be held on Friday 13th Nov accessed via the members area
of the website (what can possibly go wrong) and I look forward to seeing what the presentation will be,
and I am still waiting for Roscoe to provide his promised recipe in lieu of supper
Ron Hickman
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2020 General Meeting minutes
Date: 9 October 2020

Laci Nagy

Time: 7:35 pm

Venue: Video Conference
Apologies: K. Schneider
Visitors: None
Meeting
1. Opening. Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:35 pm with 17
members present.
2. Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted with the
correction of Bill Hewison’s name which should be: Bill Eunson.
Moved: P. Cossins Seconded: L. Cleeland Passed
3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. There was no business arising from the previous
minutes.
4. Correspondence. The following correspondence was received and sent:
a. Inwards.
(1) Knox Council licence renewal documents.
(2) Knox Council documentation for re-opening the club field and room.
5. General Business. The following other items of business were discussed:
a. Membership Registrar. There were two new members in the last month.
b. ALES. There was a request that the details of the 2m ALES competition be put on the
web site so that the public can also access the details.
c. ½ A Competition. There are plans for a country wide ½ A competition, details to follow.
6. Licence Renewal. The KCC reminded us that with all the COVID activity we had not renewed
our licence on the current location and sent through documents for us to review and accept. A motion
was made for the club to renew the current licence for the least of 2 years or the relocation to Rowville.
Moved: J. Gottschalk Seconded: A. Allen Passed
7. Rowville Relocation. There was an update on the state of the move, the updated plans, and
interactions with the KCC on the relocation.
8. Presentation. G. Moore presented on the building of his T2 Buckeye out of foam from a set of
plans from Julius Perdana.
9. Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 13 November 2020 at 7:30 pm
via Zoom unless restrictions have eased and we are allowed to meet in person, in which case the
meeting will be at the club room at 8:00pm.
10. Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:05 pm.
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Flying? Event Calendar (subject to Covid 19 restrictions)
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

Virtual 3Fs get together

Wednesdays
7:30 PM

Zoom Meeting

[Member’s area] http://varms.org.au/

Virtual Committee Meeting
(7:30)

?

? virtual ?

VARMS.org.au

Next General Meeting

Friday 13th
November 7:30 PM

ZOOM

[Member’s area] http://varms.org.au/

Copied from the AEFA calendar
Aspectivity November 2020

News and Articles
More Covid 19 projects

Lew Rodman

During our first lockdown
I was looking at a Skyward 40
kit that I had obtained in a
moment of weakness some 5
or 6 years ago. After trying to
sell it on ebay and RC Trader
without any success so out of
boredom I decided there was
no other option but to build it.
The kit was made in
Canada and was probably
around 10 years old. I found
the balsa very brittle and some
parts had to be handled
carefully or could be easily
broken. Also, not many of the
long pieces of wood were
straight and had to be
replaced, but finally I got there;
jobs done and ready to test fly
the finished plane. Luckily about this time Covid restrictions had been eased and flying was able at the
club and some test flights were flown which proved that the model was of a nice steady trainer style and
a soda to fly.
Stage 2 Lockdown
Happened to be talking to my mate
Dave about this new Balsa kit model that
had arrived and, as he had a fair bit on his
plate I offered to build it for him.
The kit was a Sunbird 1.6m glider
from Banggood based on the Bird of Time
wing style. Building underway; all the
parts were precision laser cut Balsa and
ply, which fitted together nicely and before
long it was ready for covering. I used
some leftover Hobbyking transparent
covering which I find works well and as
there was an option to use an electric
motor I fitted a 22/12 980kv, which I
obtained from Ali express. Hopefully I will
be allowed to drop the finished job back to
Dave some day in the future.
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Still Covid 2 lockdown
Looking at my full scrap Balsa
box a couple of weeks ago and out
of boredom I thought there must be
something I can build out of that lot.
Courtesy of John Gottschalk via Bill
Coombs a plan for a Vic Smeed
Tomboy was obtained, perfect! Work
underway and it doesn’t take long to
stick this little baby together. I was
tossing up on what power to use. I
had a little Enya 09 IC motor left over
from past exploits which would have
fitted in nicely. In the end I decided
to go electric with 22/16 900kv motor
I had spare. I used some low priced
red transparent covering obtained
from Banggood, which turned out to
be excellent value for money as it
tightened up well and could take
considerable heat.
I have just heard some good news that there is to be an easing of restrictions again. Who knows
might get some flying in at the field after all I have just about had enough of building for a while.
Lew Rodman

More on RES competitions.

By Russ Pearce

If you have been developing an interest in participating in a “friendly” competition such as the
two-metre Electric RES format there is only one essential tool required and that is the ability to cut the
motor at 100 meters height or 30 seconds after launch. The easiest way to do this is to purchase a
competition Altimeter such as the example shown below from Dave’s Toys for Big Boys. This unit can
also be programmed to cut the motor at 150 or 200 meters as required.
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Alternatively, if you have an “OpenTx” radio system such as the Taranis, Jumper or RadioMaster,
plus a Variometer, you can program your radio to do this because Open Tx allows you to combine the
signal from a variometer (or a receiver fitted with a variometer) plus any one of the three available
timers to perform the necessary motor cut function.
The following describes the combination of logic switches I have used. However, as a precaution
in case the model is not going to make it back to the field I have also included the means to disable the
“Competition Mode” so that I can turn the motor back on. This naturally cancels the heat attempt, but if
you landed off the field you were not going to get any points anyway. It is also worth noting that for the
RES or ALES competitions the variometer telemetry function must not be used to feed back flight
information, but only for this motor cut function.
The first thing to do is to create a competition mode using a physical switch which “enables” the
function. Turning this switch off then gives you the means to recover a straying model as it will just be
flying normally. If you want to be a bit fancy you can have the screen on your transmitter show you that
you are in competition mode by having this switch turn on one of your modes which you can label
competition. (or ALES or RES or whatever) You can use any switch and I have used SC in the down
position.

The flight mode is displayed on the base flying screen.
The permanent motor cut-off is set up using a combination of logic switches that activate a
special function when the model is above 100 meters OR has been under power for up to the maximum
of thirty seconds as follows:
Firstly, L1 starts a five-minute countdown timer when the motor is powered up.
L1
a>x I THR - 95 SC
(L1 turns ON when the throttle input is greater than minus 95 and the model is in competition mode (SC
is down))
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Next are the two logic switches for the 100 meters and the 30 seconds.
L2
a>x Alt
100.0 m
SC
(L2 is ON when “a” is greater than “x” – Altitude is above 100 meters and in competition mode again)
The 30 second trigger occurs when the five-minute countdown timer becomes less than 4 minutes 30
seconds.
L3
a<x Tmr1 4:30
(L3 is ON when “a” is less than “x” – countdown from 5 minutes has reached 4 minutes 30 seconds. I
don’t need the “and” statement this time as it already active for L1.)
Now an “OR” switch is needed to kill the motor if either of the above conditions is met while the
physical switch is on.
L4
OR L2
L3
(So L4 turns on if either L2 OR L3 is active)
Lastly a permanent OFF switch is required and this is done with the “sticky” logic toggle function. If you
don’t use the Sticky function and just stop with the OR logic it would be possible to fly up to 100 meters
(when the motor would stop) but if you went back under 100 meters the motor would come back on
again until the 30 seconds had elapsed.
L5
Stky L4
!SC
Now the syntax is a bit different for the Sticky function as it toggles ON with one input (L4 in this
example) but it needs to be toggled OFF with another input; I have nominated that it is turned off when
SC is not down. The semicolon in front of SC means “not” and therefore the sticky switch toggles OFF
when it is not in the competition mode. This means that the motor can run normally if required.

As you can see the first two lines have switch SC with the down arrow in the “and” column as
mentioned above.
Now we need to have L05 drive the special function to stop the motor.

Aspectivity November 2020

Now the last thing is to provide a means to reset timer 1. This is done with the usual special
function to reset timer 1 such as creating the line in special functions to reset timer 1 when SC is up.
I have used this for some time without any problems however I also use a safety motor cut which
means it becomes more complicated than just starting as the throttle stick is moves off minus 100. I
therefore must change this trigger to a piece of logic that means the motor is actually running. Also I
have to look at what starts the timer so that it doesn’t stop when the motor stops. This is what I have
come up with, but if you can think of more simple methods please let me know.

L10 and L11 are the safety throttle settings and When L11 is active it means that the throttle is
armed. L12 indicates that the throttle stick has been moved off zero throttle and L13 turns ON when
both L11 and L12 are ON and therefore L1 is modified so that L13 starts the process and not just the
movement of the throttle stick.
L14 comes ON with L13 AND when SC is in the down position (competition mode) and is turned
OFF when ever SC is not in the down position. This is used to start the timer and hence the timer only
starts when in competition mode; it stops when SC is in the middle position and is reset when SC is up.

My last thoughts concern what might be possible with non OpenTx radios because Spektrum are
now offering receivers that include variometers as well as standalone Variometers and I am curious to
see if something similar can be done with their range of programable transmitters; the iX series.
Russ Pearce
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For Sale
Dave’s Big Boys Toys
Providers of an extensive
range of aeromodelling
supplies including
Jeti
Vladamir Models
Hyperion Australia

Enya is back in Australia
Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range
Phone or fax 03 5626 4205
In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on
his already low prices.
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips,
tubes, etc.
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section
balsa.

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
ph:

(03) 98870558
0415412096
Colour

XS
48

S
62

M
65

Royal
$72.50
JK01 Stadium Jacket
Colour

2XL
74

3XL
77

Total

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

77.5

80

85

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

75

Royal
$39.05
JB ½ zip Polar Fleece
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XL
71

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

Navy
$72.50
JB Flying Jacket
Colour

L
68

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

Total

Total

Colour

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

55

57.5

60

62.5

65

67.5

70

72.5

Navy
$40.15
JB Crew Fleecy
Colour

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Royal
$24.20
JB Polo

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest

53

Colour

S

M

L

XL

2XL

3XL

4XL

5XL

7XL

53.5

56

58.5

61

63.5

66.5

70

73.5

80.5

Navy
$26.40
JB Polo with Pocket
Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest
Name:

Total

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket

Contact details:

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each

Administration
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Power Glider Power Glider
8am-1pm (power)
Dawn-1pm (glider)
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mowing Roster

Power Power Glider

Field
Fri

Glider Power Glider Power Glider
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power)
1pm-Dusk (glider)

Sat

Sun

Glider

Glider

Times except for Aerotow Saturdays

Runway & Pits:

Zdenek Busek
Ken Madill
Paul Van Tongeren
Alan Taylor

Heliport:

Geoff Moore

*Aerotow:
Second Saturday each month, 12.00
Noon till 5.00 pm
Clubrooms:

All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide
For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please
contact the club’s president or secretary
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Ian Slack
Mike Barlow
Bruce Perry
Robert Kassell
Tim Stewart
Geoff Moore
1st week
2nd week
3rd week
4th week

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring
Henry Wohlmuth
9764 1921

The Keyboard
Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named,
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda.
All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,
the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
Vice President
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Membership Secretary
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Asset Manager
Webmaster
Registrar

Ron Hickman
Anthony Peate
Max Haysom
Laci Nagy
David Milne
Alan Mayhew
Russ Pearce
Mike Barlow
Norman Ripp
Geoff Moore
Paul Van Tongeren
Bruce Perry
Michael Best
Norman Ripp

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

0427 830 949
0419 332 644
9801 3899
0417 835 766
0412 994 213
0432 663 429

9802 2044

president@varms.org.au
vp@varms.org.au
site_liaison@varms.org.au
secretary@varms.org.au
treasurer@varms.org.au
cd@varms.org.au
editor@varms.org.au
ordinary@varms.org.au
membership@varms.org.au
heli@varms.org.au
power@varms.org.au
asset@varms.org.au
web_master@varms.org.au
registrar@varms.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct
addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or
other Committee member.

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre - Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and selflaunching (electric) gliders.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers
followed by a cup of your favourite brew.
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