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Cover Photo
Bill Eunson who will celebrate his 100th birthday at VARMS on Saturday the 12th of
December. See the article and reminiscences below for some details this pioneering
aeromodeller.

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)
ZOOM meetings now suspended
The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the
general meetings and it is therefore the 5th of February 2021.
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President’s report

Ron Hickman

Firstly, for those who have been noticed walking stooped and cross legged around
the area, the toilet is opened with the standard club entrance key. The key safe mounted
on the toilet door has not been placed there to create confusion but is for cleaner/maintenance access
purposes only.
Well here we are sort of back to semi normal, members have started to return to Camperdown
and I note anecdotally that Glenfern Rd has also been in frequent use. The field is getting back to
normal with 50 persons allowed and the clubroom whilst still restricted to 20 persons allows the return of
specialist activities and small meetings. We are still required to comply with the Covid guidelines
however and special thanks must go to Michael Best for developing the QR code, Roscoe for rewriting
the Covid risk analysis and Dean Pearce who has agreed to assist in supporting the Covid cleaning
regime. I must stress though that it is the responsibility of all members to provide their own masks and
sanitising equipment and sanitise the areas they frequent as per the DHHS guidelines
We are required under current Covid regulations to keep a record of all persons attending the site
for a minimum of 28 days, therefore all members, visitors, contractors etc arriving at the clubrooms for
whatever reason must log in - preferably by using the QR code located on the door/gates and the
outside notice board. For those unable to use the QR code, the Covid sign in register is located on the
lectern next to the broom cupboard next to the small door.
The next item of interest is the final general meeting for the year on 11th Dec which we feel can
now be held at the clubrooms. It is intended that the actual formal meeting will be short one at 8pm to
allow Covid safe socialization and flying before and perhaps after the meeting. Keith Schneider has
agreed to man a sausage sizzle through the open door onto the veranda from about 7pm and a limited
number of (soft) drinks will be available. It unfortunately cannot be a full-scale social gathering due to
Covid restrictions so we will try and keep it as low key as possible,
Some may have noticed recently the appearance of a white box on the wall under the verandah.
Russ Pearce has designed a prototype external charging facility looking towards what may be suitable
at Rowville given that charging batteries inside the clubrooms at Rowville will not be allowed. The box is
accessed with the standard club key. It provides both 12v and 240v access and comments and
suggested improvements are welcome.
As we all are aware the club has developed a tradition over the years of celebrating ANZAC day
with displays in the clubrooms, relevant music and traditional eats being consumed on the day. An
integral part of the function has been the flying of military style aircraft during the morning hours in
keeping with the theme. In 2021 Anzac Day falls on a Sunday and as it would be completely
inappropriate to relocate the celebration to a different day, the committee has agreed that the morning
should be set aside for this important Anzac Day celebration and warbirds should be permitted to fly up
until 1pm on the day in keeping with the tradition.
With respect to the move to Rowville, whilst we have recently asked the question on how the new
plans are progressing, at the time of writing we are yet to receive a response.
As this will be my last rant before the holidays, I would like to take the opportunity to thank all those
members who have assisted with the maintenance of the facilities over the recent very trying times and
the spirit with which the sometimes-onerous restrictions have been received by all members. Well done
and Happy Xmas.
Ron Hickman
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2020 General Meeting minutes

Laci Nagy

Date: 13 November 2020
Time: 7:35 pm
Venue: Video Conference
Apologies: A. Allen, R. Pearce, A. Peate, and K. Schneider
Visitors: None
Meeting
1. Opening. Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:35 pm with 17 members
present.
2. Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted.
Moved: R. Cossins Seconded: D. Anderson Passed
3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. There was no business arising from the previous
minutes.
4. Correspondence. The following correspondence was received and sent:
a. Knox Council documentation for re-opening the club field and room.
5. Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer’s Report was presented and accepted by the meeting.
Moved: L. Rodman Seconded: R. Marshall Passed
6. General Business. The following other items of business were discussed:
a. Membership Registrar. There was one new member in the last month.
b. Men’s Shed Association. Given that we are affiliated with the AMSA, we should
consider advertising this more vigorously on our website and put in links to some of the
other Sheds and encourage more involvement and interactions with them.
c. Glenfern Road Flying Site. The owner of the property is still happy for us to use the site
for slope soaring. Due to a new fence that he has erected, the old gate can no longer be
used. There is a button on the left pillar of the main gate that can be used to open and
close the main gate to get access to the property.
d. Aerotow Operations. Aerotowing was discussed considering COVID restrictions, and
the committee could not see any reason why aerotow operations could not take place
while following the COVID-safe guidelines as soon as the weather is suitable.
e. Bill Eunson’s Birthday. The president will send out an invitation to the club asking them
to register with the secretary no later than 1 week before the event. The treasurer also
moved a motion that the club reimburse Bill’s daughter for any expenses involved in
getting Bill to the event.
Moved: D. Milne Seconded: L. Rodman Passed
7. Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 11 December 2020 at 7:30 pm
via Zoom unless restrictions have eased and we are allowed to meet in person, in which case the
meeting will be at the club room at 8:00pm.
8. Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:15 pm
Speaker for December Meeting Friday December 11: Steve Malcman: Precision Aerobatics.
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Flying? Event Calendar (subject to Covid 19 restrictions)
Name

Date/s

Location

Further Info

Virtual 3Fs get together

Wednesdays

VARMS Field

VARMS.org.au

Committee Meeting

Monday ?

VARMS Clubrooms

VARMS.org.au

Next General Meeting

Friday 11th
December 7:30 PM

VARMS Clubrooms

VARMS.org.au

ALES/RES (see below)

Sunday January 3rd

VARMS Field

VARMS.org.au

Altitude Limited Electric Soaring
There is an ALES event scheduled for 3rd of January. There will be two classes: 2 meter RES
and Open. The 2M will kick off with first round at 12pm sharp. The plan is to fly 2 meter models for
around 2 hours. Then swap to open.
These are two separate events. You can fly in both. You can fly your 2meter glider in open if you like.
You will need a height limiter such as an iCAM Or Altis set to 100meters/30 seconds.
Flight time 5minutes. Bonus for landing within a 10meter radius of a landing spot.
This is a low key event with an emphasis on having fun. Beginners are welcome and
indeed encouraged to join in. A little competition experience will improve your flying and there will be
plenty of tips from the old hands.
Bruce Clapperton

News
and
Articles
Copied from
the AEFA
calendar
Once bitten always an aeromodeller.
Bill Eunson.
Ten years ago I wrote
this article about our good
friend Bill and now I find that
time has gone so quickly it
seems like yesterday but now
he has reached this great age
milestone of 100 years.
At the time leading up
to his 90th it was felt we had to
do something to mark the
occasion and it was decided
on a night out. Later that
month my wife and I with a
group of his friends and their
wives gathered together at the
Knox club and had a great
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Lew Rodman

night full of anecdotes and tall stories to make it a lovely evening Bill’s great friends John Gottschalk
and his wife Ilse have been wonderful in putting on a barbecue every year for the past 10 years for him
and guests to celebrate birthdays leading up to this great occasion.
Bill was first bitten by the modelling bug at an early age when as a boy, in Footscray, he lived
near a quarry and rather than slide down the slopes as the other kids did he decided to build a small
glider fired from a shanghai and trimmed to come back. This successful operation then led to more
advanced rubber powered models.
After leaving school Bill got a job working for a radio repair and electronics company his job as a
junior for a meagre pay was to polish the bakelite cabinets of the reconditioned radios and to carry out
minor repairs as necessary. This gave Bill the opportunity to dabble in early R/C and he joined the
Western Suburbs Associated aero modellers the forerunner to the MAARCS club.
Hobby shops were in short supply in those days Bill would have to get on the bike and ride from
Footscray to the city where a couple of shops supplied the necessary items that he required. He later
became a lifetime friend of the Hearn brothers who were well known for their exploits in WW2 and then
had opened shops in Collins and Flinders Streets
As WW2 involved Australia Bill went to work with the C.A.C at Fisherman’s bend helping in the
war effort as a supervisor on the production line building Wackett, Wirraway, Boomerang and Mustang
aircraft. During this time also he made up his mind to leave and join the RAAF but when he told his boss
then Sir Lawrence Wackett he was leaving Sir Lawrence told in no uncertain terms that he was an
essential employee and would not let him go
After the war he went into partnership and started a woodworking and fine furniture business but
unfortunately through no fault of his own the partnership was not meant to last and Bill decided to move
on and he joined the Wattyl paint company as senior salesman promoting their stains and paint
products
From 1958 to 1961 Bill was president of the VMAA and during this time he organised and ran the
Echuca Nationals also in 1958 he won the state championship for R/C flying a Waveguide model.
When the MAARCS club started Bill was a founding member and served on the committee, he
was also news editor and produced an excellent newsletter for many years, around that same period Bill
was conducting aero modelling building classes at the West Footscray YMCA at night for anyone that
was interested.
In the mid 60’s the eastern suburbs looked inviting so Bill and his wife Glad bought a house and
moved to Blackburn and it wasn’t long before he became a member of the LDMFA and VARMS at the
same time having always had a long association with the scouts where he had become District
Commissioner of West Footscray Glad and he continued in this movement.
When previously working with wood at his former business Bill developed a love for sailing boats
and was a member of the Sorrento Yacht club for over 40 years where he taught boat construction and
sailing skills to young and old alike leading by example by building 5 catamarans himself
Sadly Bill’s wife Glad passed away some years ago now but as he reflects back to some of the
memories of the great times they had together in particular when they packed up the caravan and
headed to Camperdown for their holidays with other VARMS members and their families you can still
see that distant look in his eye and a faint smile on his face.
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Working in the paint industry Bill was a handy club member to have, particularly if there was a
paint job around the club to be done. He without hesitation would acquire the necessary product at a
very reduced rate to do the job at a minimum cost to the club. One project that comes to mind was the
building of the famous U2 glider where Bill turned his carport into a spray booth by hanging plastic sheet
everywhere, strung the model from the rafters then went about spraying several coats of the wonderful
Wattyl paint product on the aircraft to give it that professional looking finish
Bill’s love for aero modelling over the years has never faltered and he has also moved with the
times and gone electric his current favourite model is a modernised Viking old-timer and has been seen
building up considerable flying time in the evenings throughout last summer at his near by club
(VARMS) flying field
Bill’s good friend the late John Bird got him interested in indoor flying at Sandringham sports
centre which he really enjoyed meeting interesting new people there, later when the group moved to the
Waverley basketball centre although confined to a wheelchair he was able to attend on quite a few
occasions
After a few health problems the family home at Blackburn was sold and Bill moved to Arcare in
East Malvern closer to his daughter
To cover every aspect of Bill’s life over the years would take a several hundred-page biography I
hope that this brief overview gives members an idea of the great contribution he has made to aeromodelling and the promotion of the sport
Bill has made many great friendships in the aero modelling and sailing fraternities and we all look
forward to continuing that friendship for many years to come.
He has also asked me to pass on his many thanks to Ron and VARMS committee for the use of
the clubrooms where he is very much looking forward to being once again “Down at the field” with his
friends
Lew Rodman
And now a few of John Lamont’s recollections of Bill’s life.
“Christened Wilfred, but generally known to his friends as Bill. Bill lived his early life in Footscray
with his wife Gladys and the latter part in Bellbird Corner, Blackburn, surrounded by native fauna and
his beloved bellbirds. Bill and Gladys met through their shared interest in scouting, in which they were
involved for many happy years. Gladys sadly passed away 12 years ago and Bill now resides at the
Arcare facility in Malvern East.
Time spent with Bill’s extended family in the country town of Beechworth provide many happy
childhood memories.
In his working life Bill owned and managed a business manufacturing wooden furniture from
quality timber and this carried over into his modelling with his models often being overweight due to
Bill’s liking for ‘King Billy’ pine and other strong, but heavy timber additions to the balsawood frames.
Yachting was a favorite pastime for many years at Sorrento where Bill sailed a trailer-sailer and
was actively involved with the Sorrento Sailing Club, teaching many children to sail.
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Bill has enjoyed building and flying model aeroplanes since childhood and he formed many
special friendships whilst flying his planes and belonging to various aeromodelling clubs. Bill was a
founding member of the MARCS and also held the position of President with the Victorian Model Aircraft
Association”.

More on 2 metre RES models

Alan Mayhew

Over the last few months there has been much interest in electric 2 metre RES models. So,
some of you have asked how do I get one of these models? The majority are only available in kit form.
Russell Pearce and I have put together a collection of options for the newcomer to this class.
Models are available from the following:
1. Hyperflight.co.uk has a large range of electric 2 metre Res kits.
Check out the PuRES, the Slike, the Samba RES, the Pica RES and the X-RES Electro on
https://www.hyperflight.co.uk/products.asp?cat=RC+Models&subcat=F3%2DRES+Thermal+Gliders
2. The Electric Eli kit, made in Europe, is available from Les Safarik from NSW. Attached is a photo of
one built in Australia.

You can call Les 0410 794173. The cost is $330 plus freight from NSW.
3. flyelectric.com from NSW (Peter Pine) and Modelflight of SA both have the Aero-naut Trippel Res kit.
See websites and this photo.
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4. The OZ-e-Res is being kitted in Melbourne and will be available in Jan. 2021.
5. Mark Drela; Mark has a RES version of the Bubble Dancer, but also the Allegro-lite 2m. Both of these
would be quite high performance and use carbon fiber tail booms so may be a bit more complex than
just a simple build. For more information check out the build pages on
http://thelocust.org/soaring/allegrolite/walkthrough/AllegroLite_Introduction/
6. Build your own. Here is your chance to put together those ideas you have had in the back of your
mind for ages.

Just thought I would show you how my own design RES model finished up.
(see the above picture)
Here is how Russell approached his new floater.
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I wanted to use only the bits and pieces that I had on hand and not go out and buy anything.
My design thoughts were
- the wing should have a reasonable area within the 2-metre span limit so that the wing loading
would be low. However, I also wanted to give myself some build challenges, so I went with partial
Geodesic ribs, multiple riblets and turbulator spars.
- For the fuselage I wanted a sub-fin rudder which would act a skid and hold the nose down during
landing. I also considered a “V” tail but went conventional for now; perhaps I will build a “V” tail
fuselage and compare the performance sometime in the future.
- I also wanted to have the plane balanced without the battery so that I could vary the ballast just
by changing the size of the battery. I failed with this bit as I did not quite make the nose long
enough.
The wing area came out as 0.457 sqm. And the weight is 950g with a fat 2200 LiPo in it. This
gives a wing loading of a bit over 7 oz per sq ft. (less with smaller batteries) which is “floater” low.
7. Other models you may like to consider include the Gentle Lady which has potential but needs
spoilers. I believe it is the precursor to the Prelude which is a model that could also suit this class. Also
magazines such as RCME publish a plans for suitable models such as the RES Eagle in March 2018; (a
winch launch model so it needs a bit of modification to fit a motor). Also, July 2014 has a 2M electric
soarer which would be pretty easy to build but it will need the addition of spoilers. Copies of these plans
(Gentle Lady, RES Eagle and 2M Electric Soarer) can be obtained from Russ Pearce.

RULES.

The draft rules for the electric RES class are on the VARMS website. Go to members area
20 August. Draft rules RES.
ALES (Altitude limited electric soaring)
The next VARMS competition is on Sun. Jan. 3. Any model is welcome including 2 metre RES
models. If you have a foamy without a spoiler’, no problem, just come along. The models will be flown in
2 groups, 2 metre and all other.
See you there.
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Alan Mayhew

My Covid 19 Project

Chris Hudnott

To maintain my aeromodelling sanity during the
COVID lockdown and keep the old brain stimulated, I
picked a project that would entail a little more challenge
than assembling an ARF electric model in a few hours. So,
with a bit of encouragement from others in the club, I
embarked on a scratch built “Das Little Stik”. This seemed
to be the right aircraft for my stage in the power model
learning curve and a step up from my other foamy highwing trainers and the Boomerang 2 which had seen me
through the Wings qualification.
Having sourced a plan on-line which seemed about
the right size (46”/116 cm span), I encountered the first of
many challenges in having to source a printing firm that
could produce the appropriate actual size plan from the
one that I had downloaded. This was followed by a visit to
my favorite model shop in Katrina Street, Blackburn and
buying most of the materials (at least 150% more than I
really needed but I wanted to be sure, to be sure that I
wouldn’t run out). The plan was dated July 2014 but with
pushrods made from wire and wood and ailerons operated
by one servo in the fuselage via a series of rods and bell
cranks in each wing, I sensed that the design was much
older and I would need to update as construction progressed.
I started building the wing construction first as this
appeared to be the most straightforward and so it turned
out to be. With one-piece main spar, no dihedral and a
constant chord, this was relatively straightforward. The
only challenge was modification to mount a servo in each
wing and carving solid balsa tips to add some strength in
the event of a tip touch on landing. Having all the time in
the world during lockdown had me scalloping the ailerons
just to add a little “authenticity” to the wing design.
The empennage was next and straightforward
construction to be set aside awaiting assembly to the
fuselage which was the next major (with my limited
scratch building) expertise. The plan called for an
externally mounted IC powerplant so keeping in mind the
need to preserve the overall length (tail to prop) using an
electric motor needed a set of extenders which in turn
needed a decision on the motor to be used. With advice
from club colleagues I decided on a modest 1500 kV
motor (GT 2815/05). High speed or extreme aeros were
not just around the corner for me so I think this was a
reasonable call.
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Fuselage construction with sheet ply and
balsa was not a problem until I started thinking
about the landing gear. The plan called for a
tricycle undercarriage so I dutifully went to the
trouble of fitting a nosewheel assembly which was
fine until I found that this encroached too much on
the front compartment (which for an IC motor fuel
tank is probably fine) but no way was there enough
room for a battery and ESC. So, no alternative
really but to unbolt the nosewheel assembly (which
is going free to a good home) and modify the back
end to take a steerable tailwheel – and things
started to fall into place for completion of the
aircraft.
And so, today (18 Nov 20 and COVID
hopefully behind us) and a meeting at VARMS with
Ian Slack who kindly volunteered to give the model
the once over and give the machine a test flight. A
few “adjustments” were needed to secure the
rudder properly and I also learnt about beveling the
leading edge of control surfaces (for next time) and
to note that the fin had a slight warp (I think this
occurred during the hot iron covering process –
warp since removed using the same hot iron and
clamping the fin during cooling).
On a perfect Melbourne spring day with 10 kts of wind from the north, we were away with buddy
box arrangement for Ian and myself and 3 short but very satisfying flights.
All I need to work on now is the black art of matching props and motors to get the right mix but
that’s another story ……………….

For Sale
Spektrum DX8 complete with three AR 400
and two AR 6210 receivers with satellites, plus the
manuals, bind plugs, NiCad batteries in the
transmitter with a suitable charger.
$ 250
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Partially built vintage kit of a VK
Cherokee Babe for 0.23 to 0.40 sized motors
complete with the plans and fitted with steerable
nose wheel on the trike undercarriage. However
there is a little easily-fixable “hanger rash” and
the actual control surfaces are missing. The
missing control surfaces should not be a
problem as the plans are present.
$75
(These kits are going for $100 to $200 US on
the net.)

Also an unfinished project – a
vintage Veron Avro 504N kit.
$125

New in box (but vintage) Gentle Lady kit
$75
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Fuji FA 180/200 Aero Subaru
New kit

$200

The above are from my brother Shane’s estate; If you are interested in any of these items please
contact me (Russ Pearce) on editor@varms.org.au

Dave’s Big Boys Toys
Providers of an extensive
range of aeromodelling
supplies including
Jeti
Vladamir Models
Hyperion Australia

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
ph:

(03) 98870558
0415412096
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Enya is back in Australia
Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range
Phone or fax 03 5626 4205
In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on
his already low prices.
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips,
tubes, etc.
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section
balsa.
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$26.40
JB Polo with Pocket
Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest
Name:

Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket

Contact details:

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each
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Total

Administration
Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field:
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Power Glider Power Glider
8am-1pm (power)
Dawn-1pm (glider)
Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

Mowing Roster

Sun

Power Power Glider

Field
Fri

Glider Power Glider Power Glider
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power)
1pm-Dusk (glider)

Sat

Sun

Glider

Glider

Times except for Aerotow Saturdays

Runway & Pits:

Zdenek Busek
Ken Madill
Paul Van Tongeren
Alan Taylor

Heliport:

Geoff Moore

*Aerotow:
Second Saturday each month, 12.00
Noon till 5.00 pm
Clubrooms:

All days 7.00 am till 11.00 pm

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide
For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please
contact the club’s president or secretary

Ian Slack
Mike Barlow
Bruce Perry
Robert Kassell
Tim Stewart
Geoff Moore
1st week
2nd week
3rd week
4th week

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring
Henry Wohlmuth
9764 1921

The Keyboard
Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named,
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda.
All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article.
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,
the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content.
President
Vice President
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison
Secretary
Treasurer
Contest Director
Editor
Ordinary Member
Membership Secretary
Heli Group Rep
Sports Power Rep
Asset Manager
Webmaster
Registrar

Ron Hickman
Anthony Peate
Max Haysom
Laci Nagy
David Milne
Alan Mayhew
Russ Pearce
Mike Barlow
Norman Ripp
Geoff Moore
Paul Van Tongeren
Bruce Perry
Michael Best
Norman Ripp

VARMS Web Site:
Current Members:
Potential Members:

0427 830 949
0419 332 644
9801 3899
0417 835 766
0412 994 213
0432 663 429

9802 2044

president@varms.org.au
vp@varms.org.au
site_liaison@varms.org.au
secretary@varms.org.au
treasurer@varms.org.au
cd@varms.org.au
editor@varms.org.au
ordinary@varms.org.au
membership@varms.org.au
heli@varms.org.au
power@varms.org.au
asset@varms.org.au
web_master@varms.org.au
registrar@varms.org.au

http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct
addressing of this Newsletter.
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or
other Committee member.
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Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.
Organisation No. A0001504U
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI)
The World Air Sports Federation

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-m
odellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field,
within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A
calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse.
VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and selflaunching (electric) gliders.
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers
followed by a cup of your favourite brew.
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