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Cover Photo   

 Neil Roshier’s interesting “Old Timer” based on a 1948 Towline glider called the Pionyr. 
For details of the build from concept to completion see his article inside. 

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the 
general meetings and it is therefore the 5th of March 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)  
ZOOM meetings now suspended 
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 I am just sitting back and reflecting on the administrative changes that are currently 
being introduced that will significantly increase a model flying clubs admin requirements in 
the future. 
 

 Many years ago, back in the good old days, if you wanted to fly a model somewhere, all you had 
to do was ask the landholder for permission. If you wanted to fly over 400ft, you asked CASA and they 
gave you an exemption. 
 

 Fast forward to today, and you now have to have documented evidence for everything, and all 
documents have an expiry date, and all have to be renewed and updated on a regular basis - and the 
process is still just in development!!! 
 

 As an indication, the documents we have identified so far that we need to generate or renew (for 
Rowville or Wantirna) on a regular basis, are  
 

A lease (licence) for the area of land    
Permission to fly from DEWLP - currently expires 2025 for Rowville.  Note: - if we were to stay at 
Wantirna, we would need to initiate a similar document with Parks Vic as we currently don’t have 
formal permission to fly west of the field boundary!!! 
Letter of acceptance from all effected neighbours – yet to be determined, most likely limited to 
Knox as landholder, but could possibly include Parks Vic, City of Casey, City of Dandenong, 
footy and cricket clubs on adjacent ovals 
Letter of acknowledgement from Moorabbin Airport because Rowville is within 10 nautical miles 
of the airport. (so is Wantirna) 
Application to CASA to confirm Rowville as a registered flying field. 
Application to CASA for a height exemption over 400ft that includes a requirement for all of the 
above documentation to be supplied as part of the application.  (Our current height instrument at 
Wantirna expires in 2023) 
The applications related to flying require comprehensive risk analysis reports, reviewed regularly 
and include the preparation and updating of site maps including a GPS defined area of 
operations - future geofencing? 
Annual return to Knox Council as part of Lease 
Annual return to Consumer affairs 

 

 I feel sure that there is a budding bureaucrat somewhere in the system feverishly devising 
additional paperwork to justify his job description 
 

 On a more optimistic note, it is great to see the field returning back into some normality of use 
with the Wednesday FFF coming back and the welcome re-emergence of Ales and Aerotow. 
 

 As I write we are still awaiting correspondence from Council re the move to Rowville.  I believe 
they are possibly in the process of trying to obtain planning approval for the last plans we saw back in 
December, which we acknowledged for the purposes of tendering for the earthworks.  We are still 
waiting for revised building and site plans following our last reply to Councils questions re the location of 
external power points for charging stations and our request to include cable trays for data cabling with 
the electrical drawings.  
 

 In closing I would like to thank all members for accepting the requirement for logging their 
attendance at the club to comply with Covid regulations.  The QR code system is working well and is the 
preferred method for logging in as it simplifies the provision of the required contact tracing data to the 
DHHS should it become necessary. 
 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 
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 Just on another note, Russ has indicated that he feels that it is time for someone else to take on 
the preparation of Aspectivity so as to bring in some fresh ideas, but more especially to allow him more 
time for other pressing matters that have arisen over the past few months. All assistance will be 
provided, and you only need to be reasonably conversant with Microsoft Word; no special publishing 
software is used.  
 

 Onwards to the future whatever it may hold 
 

 Ron Hickman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 11 December 2020   Time: 8:00 pm 
 

Venue: VARMS Clubhouse, 291 George St, Wantirna South, Victoria. 
 

Apologies: M. Haysom   Visitors: None 
 

1. Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 8:00 pm with 23 members present. 
 

2. Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
Moved: K. Schneider Seconded: G. Moore Passed 
 

3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. There was no business arising from the previous minutes. 
 

4. Correspondence. The following correspondence was received and sent: 
 a. Knox Council documentation regarding COVID restrictions. 
 b. Knox Council documentation regarding plans for the Rowville relocation. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report. The Treasurer’s Report was presented and accepted by the meeting. Passed 
 

6. General Business. The following other items of business were discussed: 
 a. Flying Over Tip. There was discussion about the recent incident where a model landed 
in the tip unexpectedly. It was reaffirmed that no one may fly over the tip or within 30m of its 
boundary. This will require members to modify their landing approaches from the South and may 
restrict the models that can be flown at the field so that members can comply with this restriction. 
 b. Rowville Relocation. The plans for the clubrooms received from the KCC were 
displayed and discussed. Several issues were raised by the members about the final building 
and facilities and these were discussed. The chairman moved a motion that the plans presented 
to the club would be approved with respect to the site works required to locate the buildings so 
that the KCC could proceed with their planning and tendering. 
Moved: R. Hickman Seconded: P. Cossins Passed 

 

7. Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 12 February 2021 
at 8:00 pm at the club room at 8:00pm. 
 

8. Close. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:40 pm. 
 
 

 
 
  
 

2020 General Meeting minutes  Laci Nagy 
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Flying? Event Calendar (subject to Covid 19 restrictions) 

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Virtual 3Fs get together Wednesdays VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

Committee Meeting  Monday 01/03/2021 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting 
Friday 12th February  

7:30 PM 
VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

ALES/RES  Sunday 14th February  VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

    

file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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 After scratching around for a date, the first ALES of 2021 was held on the 3rd of January.  
                      

 Morning rain cleared to make way for a hot and steamy afternoon. Plenty of fun was to be had 
with light winds and good thermals.  
                      

 

  
 

Flight line Where is that thermal??? 
Kevin Flying – Russ spying on everyone else 

 

 The comp was run in two separate classes – 2 Meter RES (Rudder/Elevator/Spoiler) and Open 
Class. This will be the format for future events. First off was 2 Meter RES class with Bruce Clapperton 
winning with the “Battle” Prelude. Open class followed with Bob Wilson prevailing with his built up (3 
meter?) model.  
                      
                      

Competition Reports. 

News and Articles 

Altitude Limited Electric Soaring report  Bruce Clapperton 
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 Alan flew his new design 2-meter models which will be kitted up soon by Marcus Stent.                       

                      

 
Bruce’s Battle Prelude and Kevin’s Old Timer. 

 

 Many thanks to Russ Pearce, Andrew Battersby and Thomas Rawlins for timing and running the 
score sheet.  
  Next planned events: 14th February and 14th of March.   12pm first flight.  



    Aspectivity February 2021 

 

 

 
     
 



    Aspectivity February 2021 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Personally, I blame Tomas Rawlins for this. 
 

 It’s not like he forced me to make another plane, or even kept mentioning a new plane, he just 
kept viscously having fun in front of me at the VARMS field, bungy launching a boxy, vintage glider! 
So, I had to build a vintage glider … like I said, it’s all Thomas’ fault! 
 

 The issue was at the time – ‘which glider’? 
If it was to be ‘vintage’ enough to be used in a glider competition then the rules say it has to be 
designed/published before 1957. With this in mind I decided that what I wanted was something 
streamlined, with character and with potential to have reasonably good performance. To me 
‘performance’ means in part, having the ability to have the speed range so that I can fly it in a little wind 
– without this ability it would most likely never get much use at VARMS with our Melbourne weather.  
I initially thought that the latest models in the post WW2 age range available would be the best, after all 
the understanding of aerodynamics had progressed so much during WW2 that other areas of model 
flying had improved dramatically. At least that was the theory. 
 

 So, I read some of the Zaic books, period magazine articles and looked online at the usual online 
plan sites, but there was not much in the way of inspiration. Reading wider, particularly on the 
international Society of Antique Modeller (SAM) sites gave a different perspective. In this part of the 
world there seemed to me to be a divergence in glider design that started even before WW2. Model 
flyers designed gliders to suit where they lived and what the local flying was like, which is perfectly 
logical. It’s particularly logical if you consider that model making materials and the ability to transport 
yourself and model was perhaps more limited to the average person in Europe in the 1940-50’s (I 
wasn’t there so this is just conjecture on my part), so travelling 50km to fly was unlikely.   
 

 My reading of period material suggests that if you lived in a flat area, you wanted to tow your 
glider up high to get it to fly – so you wanted a glider that would stay on the tow line and then once 
released would circle around at minimum sink, hopefully finding a thermal every now and then. Both of 
these things are aided by a design that was relatively speed limited – as a result of this, aerofoils were 

Kavka Antonin’s 1948 Pionyr  Neil Roshier 

Idea -> Plan -> Plane -> Flight 
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thick and after WW2 (with the advent of the ‘Nordic’ glider, which became the FAI A1/A2 glider classes) 
were heavily undercambered and drag inducing. This tow-line flying became the basis for FIA 
international glider competition post WW2 and thus dominated design thereafter. If I built one of those 
sorts of gliders, it would mean that it would climb well in a thermal, but if I happened to fly down-wind 
too far I might never make it back to the landing zone.  
 

 The other type of flying common in Europe, prior to the domination of tow-line flying, involved 
flying a glider off a steep hill or mountain – there are famously lots of them around Europe. With this sort 
of flying you do want some speed range – because you want your model to be able to fly away from the 
hill/mountain, into the breeze looking for lift. Many of these gliders have thinner, less cambered aerofoils 
and thus are more adaptable to RC conversion. This became the principle feature I looked for when 
trolling through the plan lists, but it was not all. 
 

I thought about what I wanted this time and listed it this way: 

• A good aerofoil section – thin, flat bottomed if possible, maximum camber around 30% aerofoil. 
Spars can be changed a bit, so structure was less of an issue as long as it was not too fussy 

• An easy wing shape/planform to make – I like the look of elliptical wings etc, but I didn’t want to 
make one for this project, so something simple was needed. 

• A longer tail moment/good fin size, as I wanted a glider I was able to have good control over. 
Many vintage gliders are short coupled (small distance between the wing trailing edge and 
stab/rudder) and have small fins, which suited the free flight thoughts of the period. 

• Reasonable stab size – many vintage gliders have enormous stabs and often with a lifting airfoil 
section. This means an increasing lift at the rear as speed increases and increasing nose-down 
attitude and then more speed etc. To correct means up elevator and then you’re forever chasing 
the right control amount – lifting tails best avoided if possible. 

• An aerodynamic/streamlined design that was not too fussy to make or cover.  
•  

 I went through the usual online plan sites, but found the best selection on the European SAM 
sites and some interesting antique models sites. Of particular interest were the eastern-bloc countries 
such as Slovakia and Czechoslovakia – they clearly had a rich history of modelling, but I had not seen 
the plans on sites such as Aerofred etc. I’ll provide a link to the sites I found at the end of this article.  
 

 The shortlist of models included the following in name and (date of model design): 
Blesk (1944) 
4705 (1947 
Albatross (1952) 
Rytmus 2  
The Avis Sailplane 
Stormy Weather 
Pionyr (1948)  
 

 Of all of the designs listed and more, the best one to fit the short-list of ideas was the Pionyr … 
plus its pod/boom design with underslung fin was ‘quirky’, which I like.  
 

       There is nothing really special to the Pionyr’s construction: The wing is as simple as it gets, being 
constant-chord all the ribs are the same. I chose to use 5mm spruce as spars as that’s what I had and 
since we were in lockdown when I started making this, all I could access. The 5mm square spars also 
allowed a bit more room for the wing joiner/dihedral brace to fit between the spars and have decent 
depth/strength to cope with the wing loads. 
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      The dihedral brace was cut from 5mm thick fibreglass circuit board sheet, as it seemed tough 
enough.  
 

      The wings loads are also taken by the 
tension struts, one either side (made from 
1.2mm piano wire), which go from a small 
hook under the lower spar to the sides of 
the tail boom, just aft of the pod.  
  

     The bamboo strip wing tips were a bit 
of a pain: the BBQ skewers I had were not 
quite long enough and kept splitting. As a 
result I used 2.5mm balsa sheet cut to 
shape, with a split skewer glued to the 
outside edge of the wing tip. Holes were 
added as much for the look as anything 
else. 

     The pod and boom fuselage 
are unusual and cleverly 
constructed. There is a pylon, that 
keys into the solid keel of the pod, 
with the boom joint slotted to slide 
over either side of the pylon/keel. 
This was attractive as the control 
run from the servos seemed to be 
straight forward. The original 
materials used for much of the 
fuselage were probably Linden 
(basswood) or spruce – I chose 
3mm med/light balsa with .4mm 

ply either side to make a stiff, dimensionally flat keel.   
 

    The pod bulkheads were made from 3mm balsa and doubled where the was to be a hatch in the top.   
 

    I sheeted between the top stringers where they joined the end of the pod, in order to provide more 
contact area for the laminating film covering and it seemed to work well.  
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 The boom was next and at approximately 600mm 
in length and 18mm square I was concerned with the 
strength. Specifically, I was concerned on with flying 
loads but with ‘whip’ loads from a poor landing; because 
of this I made the boom from 2.5mm medium balsa, with 
40gsm unidirectional carbon epoxied to one side. The 
boom also has 3mm squares in the inside corners to 
increase bond area and add some additional material. 
Once it was finished, I flexed in my hands and judged it 
wanting, so I added 55gsm fibreglass cloth to the 
outside, with doublers overlapping the boom joint. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Were I to make more of these I would do it 
differently; I’d glue in four .5mm carbon rods, one in 
each corner of the boom to add stiffness, or more 
logically, I’d use a 10mm OD x 9mm ID carbon tube 
inside a lightly constructed balsa box to make the 
boom.  

 

           I’d chosen to use an ADH300L rear mount electric 
motor and Graupner 9x5 prop. On 3S power this is 
supposed to produce 630gm of thrust, if you believe the 
numbers online. What I knew was that the motor was small 
and the whole package of motor/MP Jet spinner and prop is 
very light.  
 
I wrapped the motor in a couple of layers of thin card and 
masking tape, to increase the diameter. Then three layers 
of .4mm ply/epoxy was wrapped tightly around this. Once 
set, the motor was removed and the ply motor mount 
supplied was keyed into the end of the tube. The spinner 
matched the diameter of the tube. This motor tube was 
glued into a slot cut into the pod keel, with the front balsa 
blocks shaped to fit around it. 
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 I was concerned about the underslung fin, as it is 
the lowest part of the plane and will always contact the 
ground when landing.  
 
           As a result, I made the vertical fin with a King 
William Pine spar, with two short carbon pins going from 
this spar into thin ply reinforcement at the boom.  
 
 Concern about this aspect of the design would 
come back to me later. 
 
 
 The stab is unusual, as it has dihedral built into it – 
which puzzled me; how was I to actuate two split elevators 
operating at different angles without incurring a weight 
penalty.  
 

 The easiest and solution was to make an all-flying stab. This sounds easy, however the very 
limited volume within the 18mm square OD boom meant that devising a linkage was very challenging. 
The issue is accuracy of stab/servo movement and linkage slop. Any mechanism I could think of 
resulted in very limited servo movement to the required amount of stab movement – which is not an 
ideal situation. If the servo does not centre accurately then you are constantly chasing the trim setting 
as you fly. After a couple of weeks dreaming up and testing mechanical systems I gave up.  
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 The suggestion from another modeler on RC 
Groups lead to a different solution – a pull/spring 
system for both the rudder and elevator. The spring 
acts on the rudder and stab to give full left and full up 
at rest, the pull string from the servo acts against the 
spring pressure. It’s a system very common in DLG’s, 
so a torsion spring was installed for the rudder and a 
double coil spring (much like you’d see in a clothes 
peg) was used for the stab. These were bent from 
1mm piano wire and the combination with 
monofilament fishing line is not only very light, but is 
very smooth in operation.  
 

 
         The best part was that the string line ran 
around a 2mm carbon peg and plastic tube 
bearing under the trailing edge of the stab – the 
length of lever from the stab pivot to the string 
attachment point meant that the servo load was 
low, but that full up/down stab movement 
required +/- 45 degrees of servo movement. So 
fine control and trim adjustment could be easily 
achieved. 
 
 
 

 

 Two small servo’s, a 40amp ESC and a 3s 450MAH battery were located in the pod prior to 
covering, in order to roughly establish the CoG – which worked out well. For the first day’s flying the 
Pionyr weighed roughly 600gm and was slightly nose heavy, a first for me. 
 

 I went to the VARMS field a little nervous, I was really unsure how all of the untested features of 
the model would work: would the underslung fin be strong enough? Would it be big enough to work with 
the straight dihedral wing? Why was I flying a new model when I was so out of practice? 
 

 Weather conditions at 6.30am on the day were simply superb, absolute still and smooth air. The 
first hand-launch was very encouraging, with just a few trim adjustments needed: a bit of up and a bit of 
rudder and the pioneer floated its way across the field.  
 

 The next launch was with power, the climb was straight and almost full down was needed to keep 
the climb angle around 40 degrees. A bit more trimming was needed, as it always is, and then the 
Pionyr was floating around quite happily. Control responses were excellent and turn coordination was 
very good. The Pionyr benefits from a little bit of up elevator when initiating the turn, but once banked 
over a curious aspect became apparent: the diameter of the turn could be controlled more with the stab 
than I would normally expect. What I think might be happening is that the dihedral of the stab means 
that the half on the outer side of the turn has more of a ‘rudder’ effect than we would ordinarily expect at 
moderate bank angles.  
 

 I find I can get three good climbs from the 450mah battery, which leaves around 35% of the 
capacity left – my happy minimum!  
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 The wing section allowed for some speed/penetration with a little down elevator, but only to a 
point. I have to admit that I did the ol ‘put the Tx down and smugly watch it float around’ trick a few 
times! It really gave me a few flashbacks to my very early days with free flight models; watching the 
model float around, reacting to the air it was passing through. The rate of sink was impressively low and 
it really needed very little input. I recorded a video of the second launch and put a link to it on the 
VARMS Facebook page if you are curious. 
 

 This is not quite the end of the story so far though. I flew three batteries worth of flights the first 
day and a few more a few days later. Then came the clubs ALES competition, with the new 2M RES 
(Rudder, Elevator, Spoiler) class. Since the weather was so encouraging (low wind) I decided to enter 
with the Pionyr – after all I knew it could float around just as well as anything else, so if it was dead air 
then I would not be the first one down! 
 

 It seemed to go well: the first round I was apparently the last one down! The second round was 
terrible – I probably flew through lots of lift and found lots of sink! I was down quickly. The third round I 
managed a four minutes 58 seconds (5-minute time limit), but the lack of spoilers and inexperience on 
my part meant that I came in too fast when landing. I hit my leg and the model spun around and the fin 
broke from the lateral load, right where the carbon pins ended in the pine spar. Actually, I was very 
pleased it was not the boom that broke. CA glue meant that rough fin repairs were possible, only for a 
motor problem to end the day on a test flight before the next round. 
 

 The Pionyr has been an interesting excursion into models I would not normally consider. As I was 
cutting out the parts and building the electric version of the Pionyr, I kept thinking of his bungy 
launching. So, I built two Pionyr’s at the same time an electric version and a tow version  
 

 
 

… did I mention it’s all Thomas Rawlins’ fault! 
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 I am looking to purchase a “receiver ready” model in excellent condition, of either of the following: 
 

a) Multiplex “Heron”. With quad flap wings. 

b) E Flyte “Mystique” 

c) Two Li po recharge batteries, as well a s a suitable charger. 

d) Lightweight glider bungy kit, incl cord, line, parachute and stakes. - all in good working condition 

(especially that the bungy cord is new and not deteriorated.)” If a carry pale, etc., is available, I 

would like to take this as well. 
 

  Roger Stevenson.  Ph.98308293   Mobile 0411`141786. 
 

 
 
 
 
   

    NEW HOME REQUIRED FOR TWO OPTERRA'S. 

THE FIRST ONE HAS BEEN FLOWN REGULARLY, I HAVE FITTED MOTOR UPGRADE TO A 

TURNIGY SK3 3542 1185 KV MOTOR, WITH A 60 AMP AEROSTAR ESC WITH A 10 BY 6 CARBON 

PROP WHICH GIVES UNLIMITED VERTICAL TRAVEL.  

THE SECOND OPTERRA HAS ONLY HAD ONE FLIGHT, WAS BOUGHT ON A WHIM AS I THOUGHT I 

MAY NEED IT, SO IT IS IN MINT CONDITION. 

 
ALSO BEING SOLD IS A LAUNCHING RAMP I  BUILT, PERFECT LAUNCHES EVERY TIME WITH NO 

LOSS OF FINGERS! 

 
I WISH TO SELL ALL TOGETHER AS I HAVE NOW GOT INTO BUILDING BALSA SAIL PLANES AND 

NO LONGER NEED THESE AND WANT TO BUILD MORE INSTEAD 
 

  $480 FOR ALL     MARK - 0418 958 399 

For Sale 

Wanted 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy          

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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$40.15 

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Ian Slack                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Bruce Perry          
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                                        3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 
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Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  
the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

    President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419 332 644  vp@varms.org.au 

Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Norman Ripp    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre - Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse. 
 

 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 
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