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 Red Bull Blanix aerobatics team display at Hahnweide 2016  

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the 
general meetings and it is therefore the 7th of May 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)  
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 Hi All 
 

 Firstly, a reminder of the annual Anzac Day event that will be held on Anzac Day, 
Sunday 25th April. Given the impending move to Rowville this will be the last opportunity to hold this 
event at Wantirna.  Capt Blonkhead will be providing a free sausage sizzle on the day and all members 
are invited to attend and participate in the commemorative activities and display.  Warbirds will be flying 
during the morning up to 1pm. 
 

 I would like to thank those members who had aircraft on display in the clubrooms for taking them 
away for storage. It will make the process of packing up (eventually) that much easier. We do not have 
an update on the timing of the move as yet as we have been advised that the plans are still going 
through the planning approval process, although it has been hinted that both the Basketball and 
Rowville projects have been subject to delays. We will be working with Council to ensure that VARMS 
has somewhere to fly during any changeover period. 
 

 Verbal contact has been made with Air Services at Moorabbin over our height clearance 
application to CASA and the feeling was positive.  Hopefully we should have a reply in the next week or 
so. This is the last outstanding item for our application, so as soon as we receive it, we will be 
submitting. Given the rapidly changing environment in the CASA regulatory area, I suspect we be 
required to provide additional information.  We will be applying for a permanent clearance of 2500ft; 
however, CASA is tightening the conditions for height clearance instruments so any clearance may 
come with quite severe restrictions.  
 

 We have received a copy of the overall Committee of Management area at Rowville that has 
been allocated to the City of Knox.  The VARMS Rowville plans that we are currently working to (Dec 
2020) appear to fit within the area ok, however overlaying the plans with the coM area has thrown up a 
possible discrepancy with the location of the Knox/Casey boundary.  We have pointed out the possible 
error to the Council and are awaiting a response.    
 

 Membership renewals will be coming up in the next few months with the preferred method being 
online renewal. Michael is preparing a “Dummy’s Guide for online renewal” for inclusion in the next 
Aspectivity to encourage members to use this method where possible.   
 

 If you receive Aspectivity before Easter – have happy and productive flying holiday – if not, I 
hope you had a happy and productive flying holiday!!!.  
 

 Whilst many members put in considerable unsung time and effort for the benefit of the club, 
Henry has asked me to acknowledge the donation of a considerable amount of fuel by ????????? for 
consumption by the mowing crew 
 

 See you at the next general meeting on April 9th commencing 7.30pm (post daylight saving) at 
the clubrooms where Peter has organised a talk and display from a rocket enthusiast 
 

 Here endeth the epistle         Ron Hickman 
 
 

 It is with considerable regret that we report the passing of two of our club members. 
 

Firstly there was Bill Eunson who had only recently celebrated his 100th birthday with his friends at the 
VARMS field. 
 

Also Brian Spencer who passed away on 21st of March, after a long illness. Brian’s daughter Heather 
wished it to be known that there will be a memorial service held at 2:00 PM on Saturday the 8th of May 
at St Alfred’s Anglican church, 107 Springfield Road, Blackburn North Vic 3130. 
 

Our deepest sympathy and condolences are extended to their loved ones and friends. 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 
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  Date: 12 March 2021     Time: 8:00 pm 
 

 

 Venue: VARMS Clubhouse, 291 George St, Wantirna South, Victoria. 
 

 Apologies: K. Madill 
 

 Visitors: None 
 

 Meeting 
 

 1. Opening. Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 8:00 pm with 15 members 
 present. 
 

 2. Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
 Moved: J. Gottschalk Seconded: M. Barlow - Passed 
 

 3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. There was no business arising from the previous 
 minutes. 
 

 4. Correspondence. The following correspondence was received and sent: 
 

 A. Received. 
 

(1) AMSA – Insurance Program information 
 

(2) KCC – Offer of free 90 minute in-club mental health awareness training session. 
 

(3) KCC, Paul Reading – Updates on relocation 
 

(4) VMAA – General Meeting Minutes 
 

(5) VMAA – Heavy Model Inspector Review 
 

(6) VMAA, Joe Finocchiaro – Help with MOU 
 

(7) Moorabbin Airport, Ed Meszaros – Declining MOU 
 
 

 B. Sent. 
 

(1) KCC – Questions about the relocation and building design. 
 

(2) VMAA, Joe Finocchiaro – Request for help with Moorabbin MOU. 
 
 

 5. Treasurer’s Report. There was no Treasurer’s Report. 
 

 6. Membership Report. The membership registrar sent a report that as of 2 Mar 21 
the club had 194 members. In February one member rejoined and another joined the club. 
 

 General Meeting Minutes 12 March 2021 
  

 7. Rowville Relocation. The Memorandum of Understanding with Moorabbin airport that is now 
required to obtain our permission to fly from CASA was discussed. The club initially contacted the 
Airport Management and received a rejection. The club has now approached Air Services at Moorabbin 
and are waiting on their response. 
 

 8. Events. The following events were discussed. 
 

a. ALES. Based on the weather forecasts, there may or may not be an ALES competition on Sunday 14 
Mar 21. It will commence at 12:00 if it is not too windy. A decision will be made on the day. 
 

b. Aerotow. The aerotow for Saturday 13 Mar 21 has been cancelled. 
 

2020 General Meeting minutes  Laci Nagy 
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 9. Clothing. Lew reported that there were still some items available for purchase and invited 
anyone at the meeting to purchase them. 
 

 10. Maintenance. The president commended the maintenance team for their work on preparing 
and maintaining the field is such fantastic condition. 
 

 11. General Business. There was no general business discussed. 
 

 12. Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 9 April 2021 at 7:30 pm at 
the club room. 
 

 13. Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:15 pm. 
 

 14. Presentation. After the official part of the meeting concluded Geoff Moore gave a 
presentation on the building process and flying of his T2 Buckeye model that was made from foam and 
paper 

 

 
 
 
                            

 
 
 Forecast was terrible for ALES 14th of March. However, the weather gods blessed us with flyable 
winds and some good thermals for most of the afternoon. A warm welcome to ALES first timers Andy 
Smith, Mick Barlow and Praneel.  
 

 The latest Oz-ERES designs were pitted against the tried and tested Radians, Prelude and 
Gentle Lady. Winds picked up for the last few rounds. But Tom Tan saved the best till last - smashing 
everyone out of the park on the last flight, doubling everyone else’s time and a perfect 5.00 and landing!  
 

 It was pretty close, and the winner wasn’t clear until Glider Score crunched the numbers.  

 

 Congratulations to Praneel for the win.   
 

Competition Results   Bruce Clapperton     
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     Next Event 11th of April 12.00pm 

 

 
 

     
 
 
 

  
 

Flying Event Calendar  

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Virtual 3Fs get together Wednesdays VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

Committee Meeting  Tues 06/04/2021 VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting Friday 9h April 7:30 PM VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Aerotow ? Saturday 10th April PM VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

ALES/RES  Sunday 11th April  VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

Millennium Cup (round II)  Sunday 11th April  Lake George https://www.facebook.com/groups/millenniumcup/ 

Warbirds over Wantirna Sunday 25th April VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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 In the last couple of years there has been a been a determined foray into the OpenTx market by 
both Jumper and RadioMaster who offer feature packed transmitters at surprisingly low prices. The key 
points of interest, other than the low price, are the multiprotocol capability and the extensive range of 
features on offer.  

                  
 

Jumper T18  Currently about $265 RadioMaster TX16S currently about $235 
 

 The RadioMaster TX16S appears to be the unit of the moment but because the operating system 
for either of these is OpenTx you will have to become familiar with a new user interface unless you have 
say a Taranis. My intention in writing this article is both to discuss some of the features that may assist 
make a purchase decision, plus to show that OpenTx is not all that different to what you are 
accustomed as it may first appear. Both of these transmitters can be used as just a simple basic units, 
but also provide features to develop extremely 
versatile and powerful setups as well. Many of 
these features you may never use and some of 
them do come with compromises. For example, 
the colour screen is very power hungry which 
requires more frequent charging of the battery, 
plus it is difficult to read in sunlight, but overall, it 
shows a lot of information clearly. Its resolution 
is even good enough to display fairly reasonable 
photographs of your own models as shown 
opposite. A fairly large battery bay is included in 
the RadioMaster and a suitable 5000 Mah 
battery is available. 
 

 One last thing about this screen is that it is actually a touch screen, however OpenTx is not yet 
able to drive this feature and therefore we will have to wait for a new release of the firmware to be able 
to use it. It should be nice to use if the way the touch screen works in other radios such as the FlySky 

RadioMaster TX16S (Is OpenTx for you) Russ Pearce 

 

News and Articles 
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Paladin which has this feature fully functional (see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDQ5cC-3DkE ) 
The Paladin is not OpenTx and is about twice the price of the RadioMaster at about $400. 
 

Price 
 In consideration of the low price I am cynical enough to suspect that one of the contributing 
reasons is that the mechanical components are probably the cheapest that can be obtained. There will 
be no gold-plated switch contacts nor especially robust switches and knobs. There is already a small 
amount of net traffic moaning about the occasional broken switch but more consistently there is a bit of 
noise about the lack of feel for the centre detent in the side “sliders”. That said, there is also some quite 
high spec componentry included such as the Hall effect gimbals of which I really like the feel. I suspect 
that the other reason that both the Jumper and the RadioMaster are low priced is that they have not had 
to invest much intellectual effort to develop a nice user-friendly interface; they are “piggybacking” on the 
vast amount of intellectual input provided by the extensive OpenTx community.  
 

Multi-protocol 
 

 The next feature to delve into is this Multi-protocol facility which enables you to control almost all 
the receivers in the market which is likely to include the units in your existing models. This is probably 
the most significant factor behind a decision to buy these transmitters however there is a small issue I 
discovered since obtaining my RadioMaster.  
 I found that in order to get the most out of this feature, I may have to perform what is called 
frequency tuning for the best radio link. Apparently this applies to any multi-protocol system however I 
was unaware of this even though I had used an IRangeX unit in my Taranis. It is actually quite easy to 
do, but does need consideration if you use either the separate plug-in modules like the IRangeX or one 
of these radios with the multi-protocol built in.  
 

The following list is from the RadioMaster web site found on the link below. 
 

Protocols which require frequency tuning are: 

FrSkyD (e.g. FrSky D4R and D8R, DIY RX-F801 and RX-F802 receivers) 

FrSkyV (e.g. FrSky V8R4, V8R7 and V8FR receivers) 

FrSkyX (e.g. FrSky X4R, X6R, X8R, XM+ and XSR receivers) 

S-FHSS (e.g. Futaba S-FHSS receivers) 

Corona (e.g. Corona V1 FSS, Corona V2 DSSS CR8D/CR6D/CR4D and FlyDream IS-4R/IS-4R0 

receivers) 

Hitec (e.g. Optima, Minima, Micro and RED receivers) 

HoTT (e.g. Graupner receivers) 

 
 I have heard Kevin’s transmitter telling him that the RSSI is low (or critical) before I found out 
about the need for this tuning and was just as puzzled as everyone else because the model seemed to 
be flying and responding well. However, I guess the better the tuning, the better the range, so I would 
recommend that it is a step worth doing although I don’t see any mention of Spektrum in the above list.  
 

 The following link should take you to a Video which includes a description of how to do frequency 
tuning. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyzYnOkMIlw The RadioMaster website also provides 
instructions on  https://www.multi-module.org/using-the-module/frequency-tuning  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDQ5cC-3DkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyzYnOkMIlw
https://www.multi-module.org/using-the-module/frequency-tuning
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 This is the screen in which you perform the fine tuning after the initial binding is done. The 
procedure is to enter decreasing values into the highlighted field (in red) until the return signal strength 
(RSSI) drops to zero; note down this value and then increase the values until the RSSI is again zero. 
The optimum fine tuning offset is then the midpoint of these two extreme values and should give the 
maximum RSSI. It is advised to rebind to finish the procedure. It is also stated that once this has been 
performed it should hold good for the other receivers from the same maker. I also note that the 
technique can only work for receivers that have telemetry. 
 

OpenTX 
 

 Whenever you change to a different transmitter from that of which you are familiar, you will have 
to learn how to “talk” to it; so what are the fundamentals of OpenTx. The terms used will be the same 
such as rates, expo, differential, etc., but where do you find them when you want to make changes.  
 The only difference with OpenTx, as I see it, is that it is more “open” and not sitting behind a user 
interface no matter how good or intuitive it may be. The core of the system is quite easy to grasp. There 
are three basic screens that determine how to translate the transmitter control movements into what you 
want the servos to do. The inputs, the mixer screen and the outputs. This is what they look like;  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Input screen 
 
 
   Mixer screen 
 
 
       Output screen 
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 I use the input screen for any of the controls that I want to be consistent and independent of any 
mixes. That is, I use it for Rates, Expo or Differential. I use the mixer screen purely for mixes such as 
snap flaps and lastly, I only use the outputs screen to reverse the direction of servo throws although it 
has more functions such as applying sub-trim etc.  
 

 
 Here is what the input screen looks like with 
three different rates set up on the rudder. You can 
see that the input stick is actually the aileron and 
that the three rates of 90, 60 and 30 percent are 
activated by switch SG. The detail of each line 
looks like the following.  

 
Switch SG is in the mid position; I have named the 
rate “Mid” and the weight is 50% (although I changed 
this later to 60% as shown above) As you change the 
rate the gradient of the line on the graph changes 
and, if you add expo, the line curves in proportion. 
 

 
 Switching over to the Mixer screen you can 
see I have tidied up a bit by removing the unused 
channel 4 and channel 2 now has the label Rudder 
although the input is still the aileron stick of 
course. There are no mixes but this is where I 
might add a little down elevator compensation 
driven by the throttle stick for example. 
 

The last of the three core screens is the output 
screen and just for the sake of an example I have 
shown the elevator (channel 3) has been reversed. 
 
This is not intended as a detailed description of how 
to set up a model in OpenTx but just to show that it 
is all pretty easy to do when you know where to look. 
 
 
 

 
 

 The only other screen that you have to deal with is the first one where you enter the details of the 
model including add a picture of it if you like. It is also the screen where you decide which protocol to 
use, do the binding, range checks set the failsafe and up to three different timers.  
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 These four screens comprise the essential interface with which you become familiar. There are 
many more features in OpenTx which are reached in other screens which make it very versatile and 
quite powerful so the ability to develop and expand what you can do with the system is way in excess of 
what the average flyer probably needs, however it is there and all for a very reasonable price. 
 

 Conclusions I hope that what I have attempted to do in discussing a few of the points that may 
influence your purchase decision has been of assistance. In terms of the electronics and circuit board 
they are very high spec but this may be offset with the use of some low cost mechanical componentry. 
Secondly the multi-protocol ability is very attractive but may need a bit of massaging to get the best out 
of it. I did not hesitate to grab my RadioMaster and have not had a single issue in the short time I have 
had it. I really like the clear screens and am looking forward to the next release of OpenTx which should 
enable the touch screen. Free Sky have just released a new transmitter with a touch screen but the 
price is around $650 and it is no longer OpenTx so you don’t get the benefit of the extensive community 
of OpenTx contributors around the world.   As my wife says It is all up to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Transmitter. Turnigy ORG TX6i, 2.4 Ghz,  6 channel,  Mode 1, DSM2/DSMX, as new, with 
Rechargeable NMh pencells (4), Printed manual, New $140+,      Yours for just $40.00 
 

 Transmitter, JR X2720, converted to 2.4 Ghz, DSM2/DSMX, looks new, new Emercell battery 
pack (8 cells),($40), Excellent starter unit, printed manual on Tx and conversion literature. Only $40.00 
 

 Kit, Balsa, Scale model of Thunderbolt Pt7D, abt. 1.4 metre, by USA Champion Model Co. 
Suit 40/60 power or PSS, (I have not checked box contents) Can be yours for $25,00 Donation to 
VARMS. 
 

 Also, soon to be available, A Spektrum DX8 G2 Transmitter. Latest version of DX8 series, 
looks new, with LiPo battery and manuals. 
 

 I have a couple of good quality Aluminium Transmitter type cases need only to be fitted 
out with foam.                                                                                                             Just $25.00 each. 
 

  Max Haysom (mhaysom@tpg.com.au) or personal contact at VARMS. 
 
 

For Sale 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Ian Slack                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Bruce Perry          
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                                        3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 
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    President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419 332 644  vp@varms.org.au 

Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Norman Ripp    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre - Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse. 
 

 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

