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Cover Photo: Peter Mack with his magnificently weathered Zero at Warbirds over Wantirna 

on ANZAC day. Sounds great too with a large multi cylinder motor. (more photos inside) 
   

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is proposed to be one week prior to the date of the 
general meetings and it is therefore the 4th of June 2021. 

 
 

 
 

 

Wednesday at VARMS Field – The 3 F’s night (Fly, Food, Fix)  
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 Hi All   Bit of a mixed bag this month 
 

 With another month of covid, we are extremely lucky to be as free as we are, but the threat of 
instant lockdown is always hanging over our head.  The importance of accurate and rapid contact 
tracing during the pandemic is being stressed by health officials and the Club have changed from the 
inhouse QR system set up by our webmaster, to the Gov QR code system to comply with regulations.  
For those unable to use the QR code the covid sign in book is still operative. 
 

 With respect to the flying of different types of models at Wantirna we all need to be aware of what 
models and types of aircraft others may be flying at any one time.  Communication between pilots is 
essential especially when operating from different parts of the field.  Some time ago it was identified that 
there was a problem when the helicopter/drone area was being used, and the system of placing a 
sandwich board in the pilot box was initiated. When the sandwich board is in place, the edge of the flight 
boundary for all other models moves from the fence to the eastern edge of the runway. Common sense 
should be the ultimate arbiter. 
 

 A reminder to all members that the fence just south of the runway is the southern flight boundary 
i.e., no flying over the tip or the road. The dead trees to the south are on the fence line however the line 
of trees behind them are on the far side of the road some 20m outside the boundary.  Many members 
have already realised that the field, because of this limitation, is no longer suitable for flying their type of 
model and members who have difficulty keeping their aircraft within the boundaries should perhaps 
review their model selection. 
 

 A number of comments have been made recently about the late notification of the last aerotow.  
Primarily this was bought about by a late change in the weather forecast from shitty to somewhat better. 
However, it is recognised that a number of members were affected by both the late notification and the 
limited advertising of the event.  I have spoken with Danny and he has agreed that we should attempt to 
give as much notice as possible for aerotow and that in future aerotow events other than the regular 
event on the 2nd Sat of the month will be advertised both on facebook and by a broadcast email to all 
members 
 

 On another note, members may be aware that David Law, a long-standing member of VARMS, 
has suffered a significant stroke and is now in rehab.  A big shoutout and thanks to those members who 
have organised a support group and are regularly visiting him in rehab and advocating for him in his 
recovery. 
 

 Just a couple of items that came out of the committee meeting.  We are currently waiting on 
notification of the VMAA/MAAA fees for this year to avoid the confusion that occurred last year. The 
committee have decided to delay sending out renewal notices until the fees are known, they should 
hopefully be available mid-May. The preferred method for renewal will be using the online form as it 
reduces significantly the workload of the membership Secretary in manually checking details.  The 
online form provides the member with the details currently held on record by the MAAA (and VARMS) 
and allows the member to update personal address and contact details.  (Wings still need to altered 
manually).  We will email all members when the fees are known and the renewal notice and online form 
becomes live. 
 Because of this later start to the opening up of membership renewal, the Committee have 
decided to move the AGM to the July meeting so adequate notifications can be made and to give 
members adequate time to discuss nominations for committee positions.  The club financial year still 
ends May 30th. - Membership expires 30th June. 
 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 
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 With the AGM comes the annual elections with a number of committee members reviewing their 
options. If you are interested in serving in any of the four key positions (President, Vice President, 
Secretary or Treasurer) a nomination form is below even though the present incumbents may be willing 
to continue. The editor has indicated that due to personal changes, the June Aspectivity will need to be 
his last.  Russell’s efforts in supporting the club, particularly over the last 12 months are very much 
appreciated. 
 

  Congratulations to the VMAA trophy team with Anthony achieving a major result in the electric 
glider section  
 

 No change to Rowville at this point however following rumours of delays to the basketball 
program we have initiated contact with the Council contracts dept re extending the licence at Wantirna.  
Onwards and upwards (but not over the tip)    Ron Hickman; President 
 
 

VARMS Inc. Committee Nomination Form 2021 
 

I, ..............................................................................VARMS/MAAANo: ................................ 

 

hereby nominate ......................................................................................................................... 

 

for the position of ....................................................................................................................... 

 

Signed ......................................................................................... 

 

Seconded by ................................................................................ 
 

Candidate’s consent: 

I hereby accept this nomination for the aforementioned position, 

 

Signed .......................................................................................... 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY 
 

I...............................................................................of.................................................................. 

 

Being a financial member of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc., hereby appoint 

 

...............................................................................of.................................................................... 

 

Being a financial member of VARMS Inc. as my proxy to vote for me, on my behalf, at the Annual General 

Meeting of said Association and at any adjournment of that meeting. 

My proxy is authorised to vote in favour for/against/abstain (delete as appropriate) 
 

1. Election of Committee 

2. Acceptance of the Balance Sheet for 2020/2021 

3. Other: Please nominate items. 

 

Signed ............................................................. VARMS/MAAA No. ............................ 
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This ......................................................... Day of ...................................... 2021 

  
  

 Date: 9th April 2021   Time: 7:30 pm 
 Venue: Clubrooms 
 Apologies: Laci Nagy, John Gottschalk 
 Visitors: Sasha Grant 
      Meeting: 
 Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30 pm with 25 members present.  
Lew Rodman acted as minute secretary 
 

 Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
  Moved: K Schneider Seconded: R. Kassell Passed 
 

 Business Arising from Previous Minutes.  
  There was no business arising from the previous minutes. 
 

 Correspondence.  
  The following correspondence was received and sent: 

 

 Inwards. 
  Various communications from the Knox Council. 
  Member re helicopter safety 
  Email from Airsafety re Moorabbin 
 

 Outwards 
  Email to Knox City re RRR security and access 
  Email to KCC re mismatch of plans with COM area 
  Email to Airsafety re Moorabbin 
 

 Treasurer’s Report. The report was presented and accepted. 
  Moved: R. Pearce Seconded: K Schneider Passed 
 

 Reports 
 

 D Malcman reported that aerotow had been cancelled 
 

 R. Hickman reported that not much was happening with Rowville as the plans are still going 
through planning approval 
 

 R. Hickman advised that the ANZAC day commemoration will be held on Sunday 25th April with 
warbirds flying up until 1pm.  Capt. Blonkhead will be putting on a free sausage sizzle. The maker of the 
ANZAC biscuits will again be in action and all members are invited to participate in what will be the last 
opportunity to have this function at Wantirna 
 

 General Business.  
 

 Geoff Moore commented on the issue of helicopter operations following a recent incident and 
subsequent email complaint to the club.  It was reaffirmed that when the helicopter A frame is in the 
pilot’s box, members must take into consideration the activities in the helicopter area and maintain a 
safe operating distance. The eastern flight boundary when helicopter or drone operations are being 
carried out is the eastern edge of the runway.  
 

 Discussion was held on the 400ft limit at Rowville with CASA yet to be approached for a 
requested 2500ft height exemption. Members discussed the current tightening of general aviation rules 

2020 General Meeting minutes Lew Rodman/Ron Hickman 
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and regs and how this could affect our extended height application.  It was noted however that a recent 
event in NSW was given a 4000ft clearance. 
 Presentation   
 

 Sasha Grant gave a very interesting presentation, both video 
and slide on model rocketry, showing various models and the single 
use engines that power them. Surprisingly, most flights keep below 
400ft with recovery by parachute, however flights to 20,000 ft do take 
place, but are heavily coordinated, live, and direct with air traffic 
control.  Of interest was a full-size replica of a V2 rocket that was a 
club build over some 2 years, weighed about 450kg cost about $4000 
to launch and rose to some 650ft at a site in Queensland before 
controlled separation into three pieces and recovery by parachute.  
Sasha then spectacularly demonstrated a small rocket on the field 
that rose to about 50ft. The President was given the honour of firing 
the rocket however when he started the countdown at 99 was very 
quickly overridden by the peanut gallery on the verandah that insisted 
on starting at 10. Bought back memories of cracker night in the old 
days.  
 
 

 Next Meeting. The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 14 May 2021 at 7:30 pm. 
 

 Closure. There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 9:15pm. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Flying Event Calendar  

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Virtual 3Fs get together Wednesdays VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

Committee Meeting  Mon 03/05/2021? VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting Friday 14h May 7:30 PM VARMS Clubrooms VARMS.org.au 

Aerotow (weather permitting) Saturday 15th May PM VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

ALES/RES  Sunday 16th May?  VARMS Field  VARMS.org.au  

Future Events 
 

file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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 I took plenty of photos during what turned out to be a pretty good day last Sunday the 25th of 
April; however, I was a bit slack in not getting all the owner details, so I apologise in advance for not 
properly acknowledging your efforts or maybe getting them wrong.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Above, Graeme Sullivan’s DC 3 leaping into the 

air like a startled gazelle  
 

Lew Rodman with his J3 Grasshopper: Exciting first 
takeoff using his new Radiomaster transmitter as the 

trims needed a bit of hurried re-setting.  
 

Graeme Sullivan also brought along a Spitfire, a 
Kittyhawk and a mustang. The long nose Spitfire was a 

bit of a problem on takeoffs and landings. 
 
 

 

Warbirds Over Wantirna   Russ Pearce     
 

News and Articles 
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The Mustang in the background is Graeme’s and 
the one in the foreground belongs to Collin Cann.  

 
 

Collin also brought his Junkers trimotor and a small 
Spitfire along for a run and to get the dust off. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David Anderson’s Sopwith Camel    Ricardo Figuri’s Eindecker 
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Jack Bhalla’s yet to be flown Fokker Triplane and Peter Cossins’ Tiger Moth on its maiden flight 
 

 Just a few of passing parade of fine aircraft flown and on display at Warbirds Over Wantirna. 
 
 
 
 

    
 
 

 It is starting to feel like life is getting back to normal with the early risers taking to the field during 
the still of the mornings for the last couple of months. Spiro and Andrew rugged up and hard at work.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dawn Patrol    Mark Irwing 
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 In the previous article I discussed the main points I feel need to be considered during the 
purchase decision of the Radio Master TX16S as summarized below 
 

Issue/feature For Against 

Feature laden radio 
for a comparatively 

low price. 

More features than you can think you 
will ever need including a colour 

touch screen  
(not yet enabled however) 

- New user interface unless you are 
already familiar with OpenTx 

- Suspicion that the low price may 
mean low quality components. 

Multi-protocol Transmitter should be able to fly all 
your existing models without the need 

to change your receivers.  

One of these protocols needs a 
frequency tuning step to work at its’ 

optimum so it is not perfect. 
 
 

 Lew Rodman and I had been discussing our experiences with the RadioMaster and he 
mentioned that he felt he needed to increase the tension on the throttle gimbal, which I agree is on the 
loose side, so I resolved adjust mine as well. In addition, I had obtained the replacement folding handle 
and therefore I thought it was time to get the back off. I was pleasantly surprised as it looks very neat 
and well-made, and I apologise for my suspicions that the components would be cheap. They are not 
top quality, but neither are they flimsy.  
 

 Lew is now quite happily flying his indoor models in mode one as well as his “big stuff”, after 
Danny gave him some assistance to copy his model setups to the Radio Master. One thing to 
remember is that the trims don’t get copied across so take it easy on your first flight after transferring the 
set-ups. 
 
 
 

 
 To get inside there are six screws to remove as 
well as the side hand grips which cover the join line.  
 

 Probably best to take out the battery as well. 
  

 There are two socket head screws holding down 
the aerial plate and six cross-slot screws on the back 
cover that need to be removed. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When the back is off it is just the standard arrangement of tensioning screws for the ratchet and 
friction springs although the ratchet has very fine teeth which contributes to the soft feel.  
 

Is OpenTx for you part two   Russ Pearce     
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 While I had the back off, I had a look at an extra feature mentioned in the manual (picture below) 
which is the inclusion of sockets for an additional two switches plus two sliders. Perhaps this is going a 
bit too far with ensuring future expandability, but if I was really into discus launched gliders I can see a 

use for an extra momentary switch 
under my left index finger. This would 
enable the move from “launch” to 
“glide” mode to be done by just 
releasing the switch. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Replacing the steel fixed handle with the folding one was 
just as straight forward as adjusting the gimbal tension. It is just 
two screws reached from inside the back. 
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 As I start to copy my models over from my Taranis to the RadioMaster I am very impressed by 
the huge potential of this radio. I already mentioned that for future expandability the circuitry is already 
provided to add four more controls (two switches and two sliders) but compared to the Taranis there are 
also two extra trim switches that can be assigned to perform adjustments on any control that you like.  
 

 
 

 The following is an example of just such a control used to vary the “incidence” (or perhaps under-
camber) of the wing on a model equipped with flaps.  
 

 
 

 As you can see my Flap channels (5 and 6) each have a mix added whose source is T6. This 
means that I can lower (or raise) the flaps one click at a time which is extremely useful for sorting out 
modes such as high speed and soaring on complex gliders. Once you have close to what you feel is the 
ideal setting, you transfer the results to a switch for each mode. In the Taranis you can re-purpose the 
throttle trim to perform the same function but having extra trim switches seems to be more clean 
somehow. 
 

 You may have also noticed that I have snap flaps on this model which have their source as the 
elevator, but the flaps only respond when the output of the elevator is negative. This means that the 
wings add a little lift (up to 15%) on up elevator, but do not contribute anything on down elevator.  
 

  This OpenTx stuff is sure fun to play with and I am liking my new radio a lot. 
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 One Spektrum DX6 manual misplaced at the VARMS field. If anyone has found it 
could you return it to Bill Coombs (contact 0407 532 426). You will be able to recognise it 
because it has the set-up details of my models written in it. Thanks Bill. 
 
 
 
 
                                             1      STA Ryan 
                                                     15cc OS GGT15 Gasoline Engine 
                                                     All Servos etc Hyperion 
                                                     Brand New; Never Flown 
                                                     $400.00 
 

                                             2     1940 Carl Golberg Rocket Sailplane 
                                                    OS Max 46 AXII Glo Engine 
                                                    Flown Once (Colin Collyer ) 
                                                    All Hyperion Servos etc 
                                                    $400.00 
 

    Call Bill Coombs 0407 532 426 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 98870558 
  0415412096 

For Sale 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

Misplaced 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

    Note:All measurements are cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
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 Mowing Roster  

    
 

Field              Ian Slack                     
                           Mike Barlow  
                   Bruce Perry          
                      Robert Kassell             
                       Tim Stewart                 
                      Geoff Moore               
 
  

Runway & Pits:      Zdenek Busek            1st week 

                              Ken Madill                     2nd week 

                                        3rd week 

                              Alan Taylor                    4th week 
  

Heliport:                 Geoff Moore 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. Editor or Printer. VARMS Inc.,  

the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 
 

    President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
    Vice President    Anthony Peate  0419 332 644  vp@varms.org.au 

Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Russ Pearce  0432 663 429 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Paul Van Tongeren    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Bruce Perry    asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Norman Ripp    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or 

other Committee member. 
 

  
 

Any Problems with the mowing roster, ring 
Henry Wohlmuth 

9764 1921 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

The Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard located on field fence close to southern end of Clubroom veranda. 

Administration 

 

Standard Operating Times for VARMS Glider Field: 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Power Glider Power Glider Power Power Glider 
8am-1pm (power) 
Dawn-1pm (glider) 
 
 

Mon   Tue  Wed  Thur   Fri   Sat  Sun 
 

Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider Glider 
1pm-5pm (AEDST) (power) 
1pm-Dusk (glider) 
 
 Times except for Aerotow Saturdays         
 

*Aerotow:  Second Saturday each month, 12.00 
Noon till 5.00 pm 

 

Clubrooms:   All days  7.00 am till 11.00 pm 
 

"Glider" is any Glider, or electric glider, flown 
as a glider, i.e. climb and glide 

 

For queries or problems regarding this timetable, please 
contact the club’s president or secretary 

 

mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/
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VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio controlled 
gliders. Members fly at many places, but have a home field, within the Knox Regional Sports Park (South Wantirna) some 60 
metres west of the rear of the State Basketball Centre - Entrance off George Street, where Training Classes with dual 
controlled gliders are held every second Sunday 10-1.00pm. A calendar for training is attached to the flying field clubhouse. 
 

 

VARMS organizes regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, from fun-fly, scale, open competition and self-
launching (electric) gliders. 
General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) – at the VARMS Clubroom near State 
Basketball Centre (as above) and, during daylight saving time there may be limited flying allowed before Meeting starts at 
8.00pm. Visitors are welcome. Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all modellers 
followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 


