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A chapter in the history of  VARMS closed on 1st September 2021 as Melbourne entered Covid 
lockdown #6.  The lockdown meant no more flying from “Briggs field” for at least three weeks and early 
in that time the re-location of VARMS activities to Rowville reached the point of closing off all access to 
the field and club rooms to VARMS members.  See the President’s reports (dated 5th and 30th Aug), 
President’s “brief update” (3rd Sept) and President’s update (11th Sept) for more detail of the process.   
 
The pandemic and Council’s desire to move ahead with the development of the site have colluded to 
keep members away from the flying field and the club house at a critical time.  Some of you have felt the 
need to be more involved or better informed but, indeed, we have the hard work of the VARMS 
Committee and the VARMS Council liaison team to thank for getting us to where we are now.  True we 
do not yet have flying arrangements in place at Rowville but that is well in hand and by the time lock-
down #6 eases there is a good chance of flying action at Rowville.  Buildings and facilities will come in 
time and we may well be better off at Rowville in the long run. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 555 
 

September 2021 (late ed.) 

New editor for Aspectivity 
 

I’m sure you share my frustration that such a venerable organisation as 
VARMS should lack a newsletter especially when Covid-19 and re-
location plans are keeping so many of us from gathering, sharing news or 
even enjoying many aspects of our hobby.  So with support from the last 
editor, Russ Pearce, and the Committee I take up the challenge to keep 
Aspectivity going.  Please feel free to be in touch and send in any photos, 
items for publication or thoughts about what you’d like to read in these 
pages. 
 
Nigel Murray 

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is one week prior to the date of the general meeting 
which is the second Friday of the month and is therefore the 1st of October 2021 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Wednesday 7:30 - 8:30pm via Zoom (link on website) – The 3Fs (Fly, Food, Fix) 

STOP PRESS  -  VARMS flying at Wantirna ENDS 
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To All Members 

 

Welcome to the Presidents August report.  Regrettably the report cannot be contained in this 

month’s Aspectivity due to the absence of an editor.  A volunteer for the position of editor 

would be most welcome to facilitate the clubs’ communications going forward.  However, 

the committee have received a nomination for the vacant position of Vice President, and the committee will be 

recommending to the next General Meeting on Friday 13th August that Lou Rodman’s nomination be ratified.  I 

welcome Lou’s offer of support. 

 

The next General meeting on Friday 13th Aug will be the last to be held on the Wantirna site.  Whilst it is very 

difficult to organise anything with a degree of certainty in this Covid age of instant lockdowns, Keith Schneider 

will be putting on a sausage sizzle for members and Capt Blonkhead will be providing the drinks.  Rumour has it 

that another long-standing retired committee member will be providing a salad to go with the sausages.  The 

format for the night will be somewhat casual with a very short essential business part of the meeting to 

commence at 7.30 with the smell of sausages in the background.  Consumption of the abovementioned delicacies 

to commence at 8pm or earlier if we can get through the formalities quickly.  The main dampener is that we will 

have to comply with the Govt health directions at the time whatever they may be. 

 

Moving on to the existing situation at Wantirna, Council have advised verbally that we will need to be offsite by 

the end of August.  In the absence of a defined exit strategy at this point from Council, we need to take matters in 

to our hands and get prepared to move rapidly for when the time comes.  All our items are to go into storage at a 

place yet to be determined and at this point provided by Council.  Our current plan is after the Friday 13th 

meeting to start packing all the items that will need to go into storage.  We have already supplied Council with an 

asset list for the items requiring storage.  We will be scheduling a working bee for Sat 21st August to finalise any 

packing that may still need to be done.  The Wed FFF and Flying can continue at Wantirna until the contractors 

start to erect the construction fence. 

 

Given the flying hiatus that will occur, we have been attempting to organise temporary flying sites within the 

City of Knox.  Whilst we already have permission to fly at the Rowville site, there is nowhere to fly off.  We had 

proposed that we be given formal permission to fly off the bottom oval pending construction of our runway.  

Unfortunately to gain formal permission for the activity to take place from the bottom oval requires the 

preparation and submission of much the same documentation that we have been negotiating for the last two years 

for the adjacent site and that could include reapplying to Parks Vic to fly off the oval.  However, I am of the 

understanding the oval is “public open space” and intend making contact with the footy/cricket tenants to 

discuss. 

 

A further approach has been made to fly in a limited way from the old tip area to the west of our existing site at 

Wantirna which I believe is part of the existing management lease area held by Knox from Parks Vic.  

Regrettably, none of the areas that we have been able to find to date are really suitable for serious ROG 

activities. 

 

We have also suggested that we could possibly gain access to the site at Rowville to slash the runway as defined 

on the plan so that it would at least give us an idea of the condition of the ground and what the runway would 

look like.  The formal reply from Council was: 

 

President’s report (as emailed 5th August)  Ron Hickman 
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------------“We have to say no to this request at the moment as the runway is part of the overall planning permit, 
and therefore any works (even mowing) will form part of the construction works and need to comply with the 
conditions of the permit.  These include submitting construction management plans, setting up tree protection 
zones, meeting on site with Council’s Biodiversity/Arborist prior to works beginning, etc. “----------- 
 
With respect to our regular meetings, we have supplied the Council with a number of dates for the rest of this 

year.  Council are organising temporary meeting facilities for us including the weekly FFF evenings, most likely 

at the Rowville Reserve.  Alan and I are on standby for a meeting with Council next week to discuss the issue. 

 

Lastly, referencing our application to CASA for an instrument for height clearance at Rowville we have just been 

advised that CASA are now requiring some obscure additional information to enable the application to proceed.  

We have no idea of what additional information is required and are waiting anxiously for that info to come back 

from CASA. 

 

Hopefully by the general meeting we will have some more information from Council and will be able to update 

members at that meeting. 

 

In the meantime, keep Covid safe. 

 

Ron Hickman, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unfortunately, as we do not have an editor for Aspectivity, a print recording of what is probably the most 

significant event in the club’s recent history will not be produced. 

 

Well, Covid has done it again, we had planned an orderly pack up and dignified departure from our 

longstanding field at Wantirna.  The last general meeting at the Knox Regional Sports Park after some 40 years 

was scheduled for Friday 13th August, where we were intending to have a BBQ and last fly.  I was also aware 

of another “unofficial” celebration that was being planned to take place at what had been known as “Briggs 

field” and am extremely disappointed that it could not take place also. 

 

The clubrooms have now been packed up (members using the Covid Govt work permit system) and all our 

items should be safely stored into containers by the end of the week.  Many thanks to Mick, Ken, Jack, John 

and Max for their invaluable work ensuring the packing up went smoothly.  Hopefully that soggy lettuce from 

the fridge made its way into the rubbish bin and wasn’t packed into a cardboard box!!!.  Regrettably the 

Wantirna field is now closed and we no longer have permission to fly off the site.  The CASA instrument for 

exceeding 400ft at Wantirna is also no longer valid. 

 

In response to those members who have concerns about the move to Rowville, the Director Infrastructure City 

of Knox has provided a letter of assurance outlining the current status of the project.  The letter and site plans 

are available for viewing on the VARMS website in the [Member’s Area]. 

 

President’s report (as emailed 30th August)  Ron Hickman 
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We are in the process of negotiating temporary permission to fly off the lower oval at Rowville.  The 

permission will need to be formalised, will come with conditions and will probably be based on the standard 

annual licence agreement signed by all organisations utilizing Council facilities.  The actual permission to fly 

from the oval will be based on the conditions that have been applied to our existing written permission to fly at 

the Police Paddocks.  We need to be very careful in this intervening period as any complaints from those that 

will be eagerly looking at our activities could compromise all the work that the Council have done on our 

behalf to get the facilities built at Rowville.  Noise will be a major factor.  The permission is temporary, and 

may not start until 1st Oct which is the start of the cricket season.  We will be sharing the oval with the cricket 

club.  VARMS have undertaken to prepare a formal risk analysis for the site and create operating procedures 

applicable to flying off the oval.  The Council will need to confirm the Government’s “Covid external 

gathering” status to us before we can start flying. 

 

The Council have also indicated that they will make available facilities for us to continue the FFF nights and 

hold other meetings (Covid permitting).  The initial thoughts were to use the facilities of the Men’s Shed, 

however after speaking with the President, the entry/security arrangements are quite complex and we are 

looking at alternatives, possibly adjacent to the shipping container that is being installed at Rowville to house 

some of our belongings.  The fallback position is the Amy Seebeck Hall in Police Rd.  Given the way Covid is 

going at the moment we may need to meet via Zoom for some time yet. 

 

It is probably appropriate at this time to reflect on how we have arrived at where we are.  Back in 2009 the 

council agreed that VARMS should be allowed to be part of the stage 1 development at Wantirna as no other 

suitable flying sites could to be identified at the time.  The Police Paddocks was considered by the Council, but 

ruled out due to its PCZ zoning. 

 

In 2017/18 it was made clear the stage 2 development at Wantirna was about to commence and that the 

VARMS 5 + 2 licence arrangement would not be renewed and VARMS would need to find an alternative site.  

Council agreed to help by contacting Govt Depts and adjacent municipalities for sites that VARMS could 

consider. 

 

Back in 2017/18 the focus for VARMS was to try and find somewhere within the eastern metropolitan area, not 

subject to future development, where access was available for off road parking with the possibility of the 

construction of a small landing strip.  Neither the City of Knox nor anybody from within the membership was 

able to identify anywhere within Knox or surrounding municipalities that satisfactorily filled that criterion. 

 

Knowing that City of Casey and Parks Vic both had policies that essentially banned model aircraft flying in 

their areas, on 16th May 2018 VARMS made an appeal directly to the Minister in relation to police paddocks to 

consider a proposal to locate access, a runway and parking within the proposed COM area of Knox but allow 

flying over the Parks Vic area in the City of Casey. 

 

Out of that direct approach, in November 2018 VARMS, Council and DELWP met onsite and came to a 

tentative agreement that was subsequently confirmed by VARMS in a letter to Council on 3rd Dec of that year.  

It should be noted that at this point there had been no discussion on funding or the construction of clubrooms, 

the focus was on “getting permission to fly”.  Subsequent to that onsite meeting, Council accepted the role of 

negotiator with all the relevant agencies on behalf of VARMS because of the complexity with the zoning.  It 

was only at this point that it became evident that some funding had been allocated for a relocation. 
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Confirming “permission to fly” was the initial and always the prime requirement from VARMS for the project 

to proceed as without it the whole proposal was dead in the water.  Though numerous proposals for layouts at 

Rowville had been discussed and presented, it was not until 13 June 2020, some 18 months after the question 

that the whole project hinged on had been asked, that the elephant in the room was addressed, and finally the 

official “permission to fly” was confirmed albeit with conditions. 

 

Where to from here?  The Director Infrastructure City of Knox has in his letter given an estimated timetable for 

the project. 

 

The main concern at the moment is the “taxiways” and establishing what can be done with the area in front of 

the clubrooms.  The “pilot box” will be a moveable structure to be sited after we are actually move in. 

Other items that we will have some involvement with as far as the buildings go, are the security systems and the 

entry system. 

 

Council has policies surrounding the use of cameras on council property.  At this point this excludes the use of 

a camera for remote viewing of the runway/pits as we used to have at Wantirna.  However, I believe we will be 

responsible for providing some security monitoring in line with council policies. 

 

The proposed entry to the site is also a problem.  Our initial approach to Council for a two-tiered system (key 

and programmable card) has been rejected and we will need to take this further so that we end up with a system 

that is satisfactory for VARMS operational needs. 

 

Discussions are ongoing with respect to both the interim flying arrangements and the temporary meeting 

facilities and we will provide updates as the matters are finalised. 

 

That’s enough from me for now.  Just imagine how much better this report would look if it was included as part 

of Aspectivity!!!!!!! 

 

R. Hickman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  
Date: 13 August 2021 
 
Time: 7:40 pm 
 
Venue: Zoom Meeting 
 
Apologies: K. Schneider 
 
Visitors: None 

 

August 2021 General Meeting minutes 
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Meeting 
 
1. Opening.  Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30 pm with 29 members 

present. 
 
2. Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as sent via email were accepted. 
 
Moved:  L. Rodman Seconded:  K. Madill Passed 
 
3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes.  There was no business arising from the previous 

minutes. 
 

a. Membership Badges.  These have now been sent out to those members who didn’t pick 

them up. 
 

b. Height Limit at Rowville.  CASA now requires us to notify the rotary wing operators 

within a 50km radius of Rowville. 
 

c. Men’s Shed Association.  We have been affiliated with the Mens’ Shed association for 

several years.  We have contacted the Rowville Mens’ Shed regarding their security 

experiences that we may learn from.  We have also asked if we can hold some of our 

meetings there while we wait for a new clubhouse to be completed. 
 
4. Correspondence.  The following correspondence was received and sent: 
 

a. Received 
 

(1) VMAA confirmation that members insurance when Wantirna field closes will 

continue and cover them at Rowville. 
 

(2) KCC notes on temporary accommodation at Rowville site. 
 

(3) KCC project update. 
 

(4) KCC indicating a Letter of Assurance confirming that the relocation to Rowville will 

occur, and the club will not be left homeless is forthcoming. 

 
b. Sent 

 
(1) VMAA asking for confirmation of members insurance when Wantirna field closes. 

 
(2) KCC requesting a Letter of Assurance that the club will not be left homeless. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report was presented.  We now have 179 members.  A 

motion for the Treasurer’s Report to be accepted was moved. 
 
Moved:  R. Kassell Seconded:  T. Rawlins Passed 
 
6. General Business.  The following items were discussed. 
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a. Confirmation of Vice President.  After the AGM, Lew Rodman nominated for the vacant 

post of Vice President.  This was put to the membership and, with no other nominations, 

a motion was passed that Lew be appointed as Vice President. 
 
Moved:  P. Cossins Seconded:  R. Kassell Passed 
 

b. ALES Competition.  An ALES competition was held a month ago.  Given the closure of the 

Wantirna field, we won’t be able to hold any more competitions until we can fly from the new 

site.  The club will talk to the Northern Flying Club and the VMAA about holding a 

competition at another field later in the year.  It may be possible to book the State flying 

field for an all day event for the club. 
 

c. Aerotow.  Danny Malcman will be coordinating all aerotow events for the club.  This is also 

something that we can book the State flying field for. 
 
7. Rowville Relocation.  The following items were discussed. 
 

a. Off Site Storage.  There was a motion moved for the committee to investigate the cost of 

offsite secure storage solutions for high value items. 
 
Moved:  C. Collier Seconded:  L. Rodman Passed 
 
8. Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 10 September 2021 via Zoom. 
 
Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Flying Event Calendar  

Name Date/s Location Further Info 

Virtual 3Fs get together Wednesdays 7:30PM Zoom  VARMS.org.au  

Committee Meeting  Mon 4/10/2021 Zoom VARMS.org.au 

Next General Meeting Fri 8/10/2021 Zoom VARMS.org.au 

Aerotow (weather permitting) NA  VARMS.org.au  

ALES/RES  NA  VARMS.org.au  

file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
file://///nas-mev-01/home/VARMS.org.au
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Happier times?  Action from an aerotow event at Wantirna 11th April 2015. 

 

Remember the old flight box? 

 

 

VARMS currently 
has 179 financial 

members which is 

remarkable for a club 

facing the difficulties 

in carrying out its 

usual operations that 

VARMS currently 

faces.  However, 

renewal forms have 

been included for 

those who might not 

yet have made the 

commitment to 

continue.  Save 

yourself a 

nomination fee 

(which would apply 

if you drop out for a 

year or two) and keep 

your insurance up to 

date so you’re 

covered wherever 

you fly. 
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         VARMS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (ONLY) FORM  
All members wishing to renew their membership for the year 2021/2022 should log onto the VARMS website, or fill out their 

details in sections 1 to 7.  

MEMBER INFORMATION              Please print clearly in BLOCK LETTERS  

 1  Name:    

   Surname  First  Middle  Preferred Christian Name on Membership Badge  

2  

Address:   
            Number  Street/Road  Suburb/City/Town  State  Post code 

   

Home Ph:  

Email:  

  

3 Emergency Contact:   

Phone:  
   

4 Tick your MAAA category and rating            None    Bronze             Silver  Gold         Instructor  

     Glider            
     Power            
     Helicopter            

5 If insured via another club, please  

 provide the club name  _________________  Insurance Receipt Number  _________  

6 Tick the payment method to VARMS      $_________  and if new member. EFT Cheque Money Order Cash New / Lapsed Total 

Payable  

 Check page 2 for fee structure  Member  

7 Applicant’s Signature:  ______________________________________________  Date:  ____________  

       

The information provided by the member is true and correct and it is understood that failure to comply with Club rules may result in 
expulsion from the Club.  
  

Members agree to abide by the Constitution, Club Rules and any Operating Disciplines of the Victorian Association of Radio Model 

Soaring Inc, in force during their time of membership.  

    
You will be covered by insurance ONLY IF you:             1

 Lodge a fully completed membership form, and 

2  Complete the required funds transfer.  

  

    

 

 OFFICIAL VARMS USE ONLY     

Total Payment Made   $     

Date of Payment        

VARMS Reference    EFT  Chq  MO  Cash  

- -   
Mobile:   

- -   
MAAA No :   

  

  

Birth   Date:   
dd - mm - yyyy     - - 

- - 
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   VARMS MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL (ONLY) FORM  

   
      

Membership Application Email to (preferred option)  
    

 registrar@varms.org.au  

  or Post to   
  

 Registrar, VARMS Inc.    
PO Box 4096. Knox City Centre, VIC. 3152  

Make Payment  EFT (preferred option)  
    
    
    

 BSB:  633-000   
Account Number:  158-421-362  
Reference:   Your Name and/or MAAA 
number  

  or Post Cheque, Money Order or Cash to    Treasurer, VARMS Inc.  

   (Cheque payable to VARMS Inc.)   PO Box 4096. Knox City Centre, VIC. 3152  
      

   MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

1. VMAA/MAAA insurance policy provides all members with public liability cover and includes personal 

accident cover for members provided the form is correctly filled out and the required fund paid. 

2. If insured through another club, the VARMS membership card will not be issued until the MAAA have 

received payment from the club.  Insurance via VARMS eliminates this issue. 

3. Half-yearly fees only apply to new members, or to past members who have not been a member for 
more than 12 months. 

4. Junior membership is intended for those under the age of 18 years at the 1st July of the current year.  

A full-time student is defined as 18 to 25 years as at 1st July of the current year and attending a 

secondary or tertiary institution on a full-time basis.  Proof of attendance may be required. 

5. Insurance for junior members will be paid by VARMS. 

6. You may be asked to provide a copy of your wing’s certificates and/or your MAAA affiliate card to 

confirm your claimed wings. 
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To All Members: 

A very brief update on where we are at today. 

The contractors for the State Government Basket project have now officially taken over the Wantirna Site and will 

be completing the fencing of the construction zone shortly.  That includes both the old clubrooms and the runway.  

All equipment has been removed and is being stored, pending construction at Rowville.  We are no longer permitted 

on site at Wantirna. 

 

 

 

 

Re-print of President’s “brief update” (emailed 3rd Sept 2021) 

in lieu of other articles already emailed news completes this rapidly assembled September edition.  Nigel Murray 

News and Articles 
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A container has been placed in the carpark of the lower oval at Rowville for our use, and we have placed into 

storage in the container the BBQ and the mobile charging station together with some chairs and kitchen equipment.  

Security will be an issue which is why we have only placed limited and readily replaceable items in the container. 

 

We are in the process of booking the adjacent changing rooms plus the oval for the summer season for six days a 

week.  Saturday will not be available due to cricket commitments.  A subcommittee are preparing procedures to 

enable VARMS members to safely take off and land on the oval.  There will be restrictions on the types and sizes of 

aircraft to be flown from this temporary location.  The flying, which will all be over Casey, will be subject to the 

conditions set out in the DEWLP “permission to fly” document.  We do not yet have a height exemption from 

CASA so it will be 400ft max. 

 

Because of Covid we will need to be advised by Council that their sporting facilities (indoor or outdoor) are open 

before we can access the area. 

 

 

 

We still have to sort out access to the site, a VARMS lock will be on the swing gate in the carpark but there will 

only be two key holders for the change facilities. Because of Covid we have been unable to inspect the facilities 

however we are taking a gamble that they will suit the FFF nights. 

 

At this point I must acknowledge the work done by Council in getting us this far with the project and with the 

creative interpretation of the rules that is allowing us to have a temporary facility to fly from.  In relation to the 

actual project, because of the complex conservation/flood zoning, getting a planning permit for the works was no 

given, and it wasn’t until the permit was finally issued, albeit with conditions, just a few weeks ago that Council 

(and us) were able to breathe a sigh of relief. 

 



    Aspectivity September 2021 

 

Looking to the future we will need to make moves to integrate ourselves into the Rowville Reserve/Police paddocks 

community.  We have already initiated contact with the Rowville Men’s Shed and have requested Council that they 

put us in touch with other groups that have an interest in the area that we will be sharing. 

To the future. 

R Hickman 

 

 

  

 

Hi All, 

In re-reading my letter (again) I realised that I had not addressed directly the subject of radio monitoring.  Given the 

CASA emphasis on radio monitoring I have included the following para in the letter. 

“Monitoring of an airband radio was considered during the risk assessment, as was the frequencies that would be 

required to be monitored at Rowville.  Our advice at the time was that the Melbourne Centre frequency of 135.7 

Mhz plus possibly the Moorabbin Tower frequency of 118.1 Mhz (East) would need to be monitored, and the 

amount of traffic on these channels would make it very difficult to isolate any particular transmission applicable to 

the field at Rowville.  Given the amount of air movements that were taking place near our Wantirna site, VARMS 

has always worked on the principle that there are always aircraft operating in the vicinity of the airfield and 

maintained an appropriate watch accordingly, particularly when full height special events were taking place.  We 

have however reviewed our procedures and have included airband monitoring in our new SOPs for Rowville.” 

Hoping that para will help get the monkey off our backs. 

Regards Ron H. 

 

 

[Ed.  Thanks to Ron Hickman for these images of the VARMS Wantirna site taken at final clear out in early 

September.  No further access for members of VARMS or the general public is permitted at this point and the site 

will come under the control of the construction team for the new sporting complex.] 

President’s update (emailed 11/9/2021) 
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

For Sale 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

VARMS merchandise 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

Note:  All measurements are in cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

     
 

 
 

Copyright in all material published in Aspectivity is retained by the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. or the Editor or Printer of Aspectivity. 

VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content of Aspectivity. 
 

Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 
addressing of this Newsletter. 

 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, or any 

other Committee member. 

The Frequency Keyboard 
 

Members and visitors with Transmitters using frequencies other than 2.4GHZ, must insert a standard 50mm key, clearly named, 
into the appropriate section of the Keyboard to claim the use of their Tx frequency.  This board will be located in an accessible area 

near the club room when flying operations begin at Rowville. 
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
 

  
 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-controlled 
gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until now, have had a home field in Wantirna and will soon be establishing a new 
home base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises regular competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open competition, 
aerotow and self-launching (electric) gliders.  Members also enjoy a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) at the VARMS Clubroom or by Zoom and 
during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the Meeting starts at 8.00pm.  Visitors are welcome.  Formalities are 
usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all aeromodellers followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 
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