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Snap-shot of Briggs field posted to Facebook by Glen Ellingly on 17th September 2021.
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The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is one week prior to the date of the general meeting 
which is held on the second Friday on the month and is therefore the 5th of November 2021. 

 

Wednesday 7:30 - 8:30pm via Zoom (link on website) – The 3Fs (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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Hi All 

 

Given the extreme turbulence being experienced in our lives at the moment it is great to have the return of 

Aspectivity on a regular basis to at least provide some sense of stability in the current environment.  

Aspectivity, however, is only as good as the input that members make to the magazine.  I would urge 

members to dust off all those project reports and reminiscences from the past so that the editor has a good 

stock of material from which to draw in the preparation of the monthly magazine. 

 

Moving onwards, the current lockdown in the building industry will no doubt have a knock-on effect to 

the schedule of works at Rowville.  The rapidly increasing number of Covid cases in Victoria will also 

have a significant effect on any potential return to some form of social normality in the near future.  I 

cannot see us being able to conduct inside meetings any time this side of Christmas so suggest we should 

bank on the October and November general meetings being held via Zoom.  At this point in time the best 

we can do is pencil in an external Christmas BBQ breakup beside the VARMS container in the southern 

carpark at the Rowville Recreation Reserve. 

 

We have applied for the use of the bottom oval and change rooms at Rowville for the summer period.  

However, the change rooms (and toilets) will not be made available to us until the Chief Health Officer 

allows inside meetings and the Council advise us of any conditions surrounding the CHO advice.  We 

also need to wait for Council advice as to when external “training” can recommence and in what numbers 

before we can operate as a club from the bottom oval.  In the meantime, Bruce Clapperton has been co-

ordinating the preparation of SOPs for temporary operations from the bottom oval that will be based on 

providing a safe flying environment for all.  All flying, however, is to take place over the City of Casey; 

with flying within the City of Knox to be limited to take-offs and landings from the bottom oval. 

 

I now have in my possession the keys to all the containers housing VARMS equipment, both at Wantirna 

and Rowville, and a standard VARMS member lock has been fitted to the swing gate at Rowville.  This 

gate must be kept closed and locked at all times [except when you are passing through it, Ed.] to prevent 

unauthorised access to the car park by members of the public. 

 

Unfortunately, at this point there will be a limited number of keys (like 2) for the facilities at Rowville - 

Ken Madill will also have a key to the facilities (when we get them). 

 

The main feature of VARMS activities at the moment is the continuation of the weekly Wednesday FFF 

nights which unfortunately will have to be via Zoom for the foreseeable future. 

 

The committee at its last meeting discussed and accepted the temporary SOPs for Rowville.  The 

committee also reviewed the proposed security/monitoring systems for the new buildings and considered 

them in three parts: 

 key/card entry with movement detection, 

 monitoring the system, and 

 provision of CCTV cameras to enhance security. 

 

President’s report   Ron Hickman 



 
 Aspectivity October 2021 

 

 

The committee accepted the card/key 

entry system quote from Top Tech 

Security for the purposes of including the 

cost in the Rowville project budget.  The 

preference from the committee for the 

second item was to have the monitoring 

of the alarm system carried out by 

VARMS members living close to the 

field.   

 

The committee had some doubts as to the 

value of a CCTV monitoring system 

given the substantial installation and 

monitoring costs.  As advised earlier, the 

planning permit has been issued and I 

was advised today that Transport Victoria 

have finally signed off on the Stud Rd 

entry modification to the permit.  The 

committee also discussed the conditions 

placed on the “permission to fly” and 

agreed, now that the planning permit has 

been issued, to request Council to 

facilitate a meeting with Parks Victoria so 

we can address their actual concerns. 

 

Thatuldo for this month.  Don’t forget 

Wednesday nights Zoom and keep Covid 

safe. 

 

Ron Hickman 

 
 
 
 

  

Date:  10 September 2021  

Time:  7:30 pm  

Venue:  Zoom Meeting  

Apologies:  K. Scheider  

Visitors:  None  

  

1. Opening.  Meeting was opened by the president, Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30 pm with 26 

members present. 

September 2021 General Meeting minutes 
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2. Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as sent via email were accepted. 

Moved:  G. Moore  Seconded:  R. Pearce  Passed 

3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes.  The following items were discussed. 

a. Height Limit at Rowville.  CASA requires more information for our application such as 

why we have requested a height limit of 2500ft and has some requirements such as: 

(1) Use of aviation band radios to monitor full size aircraft operations during flight 

operations at height. 

(2) Explanation of how pilots will monitor the height of their models. 

b. Men’s Shed Association.  Using this location is difficult to access both procedurally and in 

distance from our container that has been located next to the amenities block.  We will be 

using the female change rooms once the KCC open the facilities in accordance with the 

COVID restrictions. 

c. Packing of Clubroom.  COVID restrictions have hampered the packing of the clubroom 

and putting the VARMS padlock on the carpark barrier. 

d. Editor of Aspectivity.  Nigel Murray volunteered to edit Aspectivity.  This was received 

with great enthusiasm by the members. 

4. Correspondence.  The following correspondence was received and sent: 

a. Received 

(1) VMAA confirmation that members insurance will continue when the Wantirna field 

closes and continue to cover them at Rowville. 

(2) VMAA notification that our documentation for area approval was excellent and that 

we now need to contact some rotary wing operators with a 50km radius of the 

Rowville site. 

(3) KCC notes on temporary accommodation at Rowville site. 

(4) KCC project update. 

(5) KCC emails coordinating the packing and storage of Wantirna Site equipment. 

(6) KCC Letter of Assurance confirming that the relocation to Rowville will occur, and 

the club will not be left homeless. 

b. Sent 
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(1) VMAA asking for confirmation of members insurance when Wantirna field closes. 

(2) CASA notifications of our operations at Rowville to: 

(i) Olinda Helibase 

(ii) Caribbean Park 

(iii) Knox Private Hospital 

(iv) Moorabbin Airport 

(3) KCC letter regarding the installation of security cameras and two to show 

usage/condition of field and pits for to allow remote members to make an informed 

decision on whether to visit the field. 

5. Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report was presented.  We have 179 members.  A motion for 

the report to be accepted was made. 

Moved:  G. Egan  Seconded:  C. Hudnott  Passed 

6. General Business.  The following items were discussed. 

a. ALES Competition.  Nothing has been booked due to COVID and the uncertainty of 

continuing lockdowns. 

b. Aerotow.  Danny Malcman will be coordinating all aerotow events for the club.  This is also 

something that we can book the State Flying Field for. 

7. Rowville Relocation.  The following items were 

discussed. 

a. QR Codes.  We have a QR code ready for 

the start of flying at Rowville. 

b. Caretaker of Rowville site.  There will be 

a need to appoint someone as “caretaker” 

of the new clubroom who is local and 

available to open the rooms with a 

physical key if required. 

8. Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be 

held on Friday, 8 October 2021 at 7:30 pm via 

Zoom. 

9. Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:09 pm. 
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by Tim Morland 

 

On Facebook recently there was a request as to how to evaluate the balance of an RC glider.  My initial 

thought was that I could write a book and post it to the bloke (I got a like from him!).  But why should I do 

that for a stranger, when there is a whole bunch of people I know locally that may also be interested in my 

comments. 

 

So how do you evaluate the status of an RC glider with respect to its state of balance?  Well, in the words of a 

great ditty written many moons ago [1961 single by Charlie Drake, My boomerang won’t come back Ed.], 

“Well first you gotta throw it”. 

 

Over the years I've gained much first-hand experience on the effects of improperly balanced models, from 

terminally nose light to disastrously nose heavy.  But, to sum it up, how well an RC glider behaves is largely 

dependent on at least four things: 

1. The “pedigree” of the model. 

2. The quality of the build. 

3. The amount of control surface deflection. 

4. The care that the owner takes in getting the plane balanced properly. 

 

Let's limit ourselves to models of good pedigree, build quality and conservative control surface movement.  A 

badly designed, poorly constructed, or poorly configured model is unlikely to ever be satisfying or 

comfortable to fly. 

 

With respect to balance, detecting a poorly balanced model is usually not difficult, however fine tuning a 

glider which is just about sorted, can be quite a guessing game.  Getting the point of balance of a glider correct 

is the first task with a model that is not quite right.  Remember, if you have an air-frame with good pedigree 

then fiddling with, for instance, the tail-plane incidence is a job that is way down the list – if it is there at all. 

 

We have a great glider and we's going to fly it.  So, balance it to the instructions or plans or whatever ‘goto’ 

you might have to hand.  There are even numerous web sites that can assist you to estimate where the glider 

should balance (https://rcplanes.online/cg_calc.htm is a really good start).  However, you have to keep in mind 

that the “maiden flight” balance point is likely to be only a beginning.  If you are lucky, the plane will behave 

properly from the get go.  Of course it will – it has an excellent pedigree! 

 

So the plane is off on its maiden flight and everything is OK, but not brilliant.  Something is amiss.  What's 

wrong?  See the following list for possibilities: 

 

1. It won’t loop, can't get over the top, loses all its speed instead. 

2. It “falls” off the top of a loop, with the nose leading the way, going straight down. 

3. It only wants to fly at one speed. 

Getting Your Glider to Behave Properly 
AKA – Getting the C of G right 

News and Articles 

https://rcplanes.online/cg_calc.htm
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4. It won't slow down to land. 

5. It stalls when you try to “flare” just prior to landing. 

6. It takes a lot of down elevator to fly inverted. 

7. It always seems to lose altitude when turning.  Lots of up is needed to prevent “sagging” around the 

corners. 

8. It accelerates when rolled into a turn. 

9. Smooth and stable thermal turns are almost impossible. 

10. It won't penetrate into a breeze. 

11. Coming in to land, it falls the last couple of feet. 

 

So, you guessed it, all the above can be experienced to varying degrees with a nose heavy model.  And yes, I 

have experienced every one of them. 

 

Below is another list of possibilities: 

 

1. The plane won't fly at a steady speed.  It is always speeding up or slowing down. 

2. As I increase speed the plane seems intent on starting an outside loop.  What! 

3. It slows down when flying a thermal turn.  Sometimes it even stalls, or falls into a spin. 

4. It often undershoots when landing. 

5. It never flies up to my feet.  There's always a walk involved! 

6. When I roll inverted, I am obliged to apply up elevator to maintain speed. 

7. The model won’t penetrate into the breeze. 

8. The model is prone to incipient spins.  (Autonomous entry!) 

9. The silly model won't accelerate, it only loses altitude.  Dumb plane! 

10. Altitude is all over the place.  I'm always playing with the elevator. 

11. On the slope in gentle lift, it loses altitude at every U-turn each end of the slope. 

 

So, the above is a list of clues for a model that is tail heavy.  And they ain't much fun.  I know! 

 

All these clues are useful in trimming your model, and only when my models display none of these 22 awful 

tendencies do I consider them properly balanced.  You must practise detecting which one of these 

characteristics is bugging you most.  That is the one to work on.  A process of elimination is required until 

they all go away.  Yep, by the time my models are right to go, they practically fly themselves.  After that, all I 

do is knock them out of shape when they are not going or doing what I require of them.  The best way to keep 

a glider up, is to set it up to do most of the work all by itself.  Then the real fun can begin.  But that's another 

story. 

 

You might have noticed that the famous “dive” test has not been mentioned.  I find it unnecessary.  By the 

time you have your glider behaving properly, doing a dive test may only tell you one thing.  That as a test, it is 

not very useful. 

 

In the world of gliders, hardly two are the same.  I have a range of gliders from flying wings that enjoy 

150km/h to big scale models that can stooge around at seemingly impossibly slow speeds.  When performing 

a dive test with such different air-frames (which have each been carefully trimmed to give pleasant flying 

characteristics) it is not entirely clear to me how a model can be said to be not properly balanced, in the 

opinion of the person standing next to me, when it appears to him to pull out of a dive too quickly or too 
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slowly. I say, what is too fast or too slow?  The rate of pull-out from a dive depends on many variables.  I'll 

list a few: 

 

1. The state of balance of the model. 

2. The air-foil of the main-plane (two extremes: symmetrical, Clark-Y). 

3. The speed that you have trimmed your model to “cruise” at. 

4. The angle of descent of the dive. 

5. For how long the plane has been diving. 

6. Whether the tail-plane is all moving or “split”. 

 

Preferred state of balance 

If your preference is for a model to fly slowly and be generally uninspiring (a trifle nose heavy), the pull out 

when in a “dive” will be pronounced. 

 

If you have a model that is slightly tail heavy, well, it will take a bit longer to pull out of the dive. 

 

So what?  The behaviour of the plane in all other respects might be perfectly acceptable to the pilot (owner).  

Remember all those 22 characteristics that I mentioned earlier?  If all of those are to the satisfaction of the 

owner, the dive test is irrelevant. 

 

I have an aircraft that will almost not pull out of a dive, it just depends on how fast I let it go.  With this 

particular aircraft, as the speed increases I need to reduce the amount of down elevator to keep the dive angle 

straight.  What!  I tell you, it is thrilling.  But does it fail the dive test?  I am comfortable with it.  It depends 

on the configuration of the aircraft whether that sort of performance is dangerous for the model or not.  In all 

other respects the aircraft is sublime.  You see, in a true dive, to hold the descent angle constant you generally 

need to increase the amount of down elevator as the speed increases.  See where I am going?  Dives can be 

performed at a multitude of different speeds and angles, so the response of the aircraft after returning the 

elevator to neutral will be different – for every speed and every angle.  All I will say is, if your plane wants to 

fly an involuntary outside loop, it is way too light in the nose.  Apart from that, I don't really care.  There 

seems to me to be a lot else to get right apart from the way a plane pulls out of a dive. 

 

Once you are into the project of getting the model balanced properly, another adjustment may become 

necessary.  For example, if you need to remove a lot of nose weight, the elevator will not need to push down 

as hard at the back to hold the nose up.  (After all, that is the prime task of the tail-plane. This could be why 

folks in the USA call it a stabiliser).  This means that the ability of the tail-plane to change the angle of attack 

of the main-plane will increase.  Resistance to pitch change decreases.  The remedy?  Turn down the volume 

of the elevator throw if you find yourself “behind” the aircraft and flying phugoids (Look that one up!) all 

over the place. 

 

And that's about it.  I considered talking about other adjustments and tweaks that could be done to make your 

aircraft even more easy and funner to fly.  Maybe another time.  This session was just about balance. 

 

But wait, there's more 

In my experience RC glider pilots can be very hesitant about altering the trim of a model, as if taking a little 

nose weight out will inevitably result in a plane becoming uncontrollable and a menace to all mankind in the 

immediate vicinity.  This is not true if adjustments are done sensibly. 
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So, the safe way to start off, if you suspect something is not quite right, is to hit the field with some lead 

flashing, a pair of scissors and some masking tape (as well as the glider).  Don't go to the trouble of operating 

on the innards of the plane to change its balance point, just stick bits of lead onto the back or front of the 

fuselage.  Oh yes, pick a calm day, blustery conditions might well mask any slight improvement or 

deterioration in flying performance. 

 

Let's say that you think the plane might be a little nose heavy.  Stick sensible quantities of lead to the rear of 

the fuselage.  If things improve, you're on the way.  If things don't improve it doesn't matter (but you have 

found out that you may end up with a lighter aircraft after you finalise the change).  Keep increasing the stuck 

on weight down the back until performance is not to your liking.  Go back one step, take the last piece of lead 

off, and fly the plane around for a while to see if it is to your liking.  If so, when you pack up at the end of the 

day, leave the temporary ballast in position down at the tail. 

 

When you get home and the fuselage is on the workbench, lift it up to find out where the fuselage balances 

(minus wings).  When the fuselage is suspended, get the tail-plane level (as a convenient reference) and then 

mark the fuselage's balance point.  The temporary ballast down the back can now be removed.  Now operate 

inside the fuselage.  Remove nose ballast until the fuselage sits at the same angle as it did before you removed 

the temporary ballast.  You now have a lighter, funner aircraft. 

 

Of interest to me, when sticking weight down the back near the tail-plane, it becomes plain as day that the 

weight you are putting down there reduces the down force that the tail-plane must generate to hold the nose 

up.  The weight you are putting on is unloading the tail-plane, making it less likely to stall when the aircraft is 

flying slowly, therefore control will be enhanced (or retained longer) when manoeuvring at slow speed. 

 

When the opposite condition exists and the plane is tail heavy, at slow speed something quite different occurs.  

The tail-plane will probably need to develop positive lift to hold the back of the plane up.  But tail-planes are 

only tiny and often have an air-foil that has dreadful lift/drag characteristics.  So that when you slow down, 

the tail-plane has difficulty holding the back of the fuselage up.  The whole shebang begins to fly tail end low.  

You may even see this happen.  The increased angle of attack suffered by the tail-plane begins to develop 

bucket loads of drag, which will slow the plane down.  Yes, it's a vicious circle with increasing tail-plane drag 

causing more and more loss of speed, and the loss of speed creating even more drag.  It can all happen in the 

blink of an eye.  A good result is an under shoot, a bad result is a broken model, way downwind.  Walkies! 

 

When playing around with balance, don't stop adjusting until some type of misbehaviour begins to change the 

model's flying characteristics.  That's when you know that going back one step will be likely to find you with 

an optimised state of balance.  Only then is it time to start attending to all the other adjustments that can be 

made to produce an even happier model.  But that, is also, another story. 

 

Also, take your time.  There is no hurry – unless the plane's life depends on it!  If the plane seems to be almost 

right, fly it for a few days, months even, before making more adjustments.  One of my aircraft took me two 

years to get right.  But she is a sweetie now! 

 

Caveat (a warning or proviso of specific stipulations, conditions or limitations) 

In some instances these guidelines may produce confusion.  I suggest if characteristics described in the nose 

heavy list as well as the tail-heavy list appear at the same time with your aircraft – there is something amiss 
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with the air-frame, and no amount of adjustment will provide a remedy.  If you are presented with poor flying 

characteristics that appear to conflict with one another, I suggest that playing with the balance of the glider 

will not be the answer. You are on your own. 

 

 

 

 
by Colin Smith 

 

Well the garidge was a mess, as it always is according to “she who must be obeyed”.  So I decided to tidy 

things up a bit.  But where to start?  There were boxes with brass, more containers with off-cuts of music wire 

and don’t forget those odd lengths of nylo-rods that keep breeding.  Plus, of course, the balsa bits that invade 

everywhere and everything.  Sounds familiar? 

 

Now I had started 

long ago buying 

stackable, wire, six-

drawer units from 

Ikea but never really 

got round to using 

them properly.  Just 

bung it in a drawer 

out of sight for ’ron 

(later-Ron, not our 

Ron!).  Bunnings 

were now flogging 

them too, but smaller 

four-drawer ones, and 

they also had a series 

of furniture movers 

or adult skateboards 

for skooting around 

the store on ... until I 

was caught.  Oops! I 

didn't do that, honest.  

All good gear but still 

no real answer to all 

those longish lengths 

of “stuff”. 

 

I finally saw the light with el cheapo long lengths of electrical conduit (come on ... there’s a pun there 

somewhere).  So I laid all my stuff down on the bench to see just how much I had.  ’Twas surprising  ̶  and 

just how many different types and lengths are there?  Try it some time.  First job was to relocate the balsa, 

well out of the way ... thanks ’ron.  Second, separate the black balsa from K&S tube and wire.  Third was the 

nylo-rods and Os ’n Ss.  Finally came space for the F’glass rods for my EPP models’ wing spars. 

 

Look what I did during Covid lockdown 
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Sort each pile into lengths and see what we need for storage. 

 

There isn't much more to say except the garidge floor had developed a big crack from one corner diagonally to 

the other courtesy of a neighbouring BIG tree and its roots causing a drop of two inches between one side of 

the garidge and t’other.  A real BUGGA.  So the system had to be easily rollable which is where those 

furniture movers came in.  (Good inexpensive things with fantastic ball-raced and big-wheeled swivel 

castors).  I was soon cutting and gluing the racks and plugging the ends and of course fixing to the drawer 

system. 

 

You are all modellers, so I won’t bore you with construction details; the pics are self-explanatory.  All in all 

an interesting project and in hindsight I would have used slightly bigger conduit, ’cos I had more stuff than I 

thought. 

 

Next job: those balsa bits.  But next time perhaps? 

 

First, does anybody know how to kill a big deciduous tree without getting found out or caught? 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

For Sale 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

Note:  All measurements are in cm for Half Chest 

Name:  

Contact details:  

 

VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

 
 

VARMS merchandise 
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Copyright in all material published in Aspectivity is retained by the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. or the Editor or Printer of Aspectivity. 

VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content of Aspectivity. 
 

 

 
 

Here are a few one-liners or bottom of the 

page fillers,  the last one especially for the 
Wednesday night group. Colin Smith 

 

 Why do people pay to go up tall 

buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things on the ground? 

 What disease did cured ham actually have? 

 Why does a round pizza come in a square box?  

Letter to the editor 
Dear Nigel, 

Congratulations and many thanks for volunteering to be our new Editor.  I thought your first edition, mailed 
out today, was very good. It had a lot of information and news that was well presented.  Well done! 

I hope to contribute a few items in the future.  All the best in your new role. 

Regards, 

Rosscoe (Ross Armstrong) 
 
Thanks Rosscoe.  And a big thank-you to Colin and Tim for their articles in this month’s newsletter.  Nigel 
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, 

or any other Committee member. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until now, have had a home field in Wantirna and will soon be 
establishing a new home base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises regular competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow and self-launching (electric) gliders.  Members also enjoy a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) at the VARMS Clubroom or by 
Zoom and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the Meeting starts at 8.00pm.  Visitors are welcome.  
Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all aeromodellers followed by a cup of your 

favourite brew. 
 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 
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