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Hi All 

 

This month has been a bit deflating with the passing of long-time member John 

Gottschalk.  John’s wish was to have a memorial service in January in the VARMS 

clubrooms which is obviously not possible at the moment.  We believe the family are 

intending to hold a memorial service early in the new year with details yet to be 

advised.  VARMS have extended to the family of John an open offer to hold an event in 

the new clubrooms when they become available should they so wish. 

 

On to the present.  Access to the toilets at Rowville has been extended with the acquiring of an additional four 

key fobs and it is hoped that the membership spread will cover the majority of operating times.  The security 

on the VARMS container has also been altered by changing the lock on the container and issuing keys to the 8 

fob holders.  This will give members more access to the container where the BBQ, charging bench, chairs, 

tables and the “VARMS Flying” sign are stored.  A limited Captain Blonkhead is again active courtesy of an 

Engel fridge located in the security room adjacent to the change rooms. 

 

The Knox Council have been extremely generous in their interpretation of the use of the oval, essentially 

allowing us the use of the oval when it is not being used by cricket or football.  Unfortunately, due to the 

disruptions caused by Covid, the normal sporting club applications for use were severely disrupted and it has 

ended up with our allocated hours impinging on the traditional club usage arrangements that have existed for 

many years.  Rather than going back to Council to bureaucratically rectify the problem, we have made contact 

with both the cricket club and the footy club so that we are able to work together to deal with any potential 

clashes.  Any short notice changes to our operating hours (on the website) will be notified to members via 

email.  Outside of our allocated hours, the footy and cricket club have no objection to us using the oval 

provided that they are not in use for footy or cricket.  The cricket club have also extended an invitation to 

VARMS members to access the bar facilities in the main pavilion on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. 

 

The final meeting for the year on Friday 10th December is to be held at Rowville at this stage adjacent to the 

container, with the BBQ in operation starting at 7.30pm.  BYO chair. There will be a short break at 8pm for a 

President’s report  Ron Hickman 
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very short formal meeting.  The main item on the agenda is to clarify and correct the existing “social member 

(non-flying)” classification on the membership form.  The clarification is to formalise a social member as a 

non-flying associate member as allowed by the constitution.  (An associate member does not have voting 

rights.) 

 

The Rowville project at the time of writing has not changed beyond the advice received 26th November that 

the contract is to be let late December with construction commencing in January 2022. 

 

In closing, just a quick reminder that we are still operating under pandemic rules and that logging in via the 

QR code is required and that only persons with proof of vaccination are permitted to enter Council properties. 

 

Ron Hickman 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Date:  12 November 2021  

Time:  7:30 pm  

Venue:  Zoom Meeting  

Apologies:  K. Scheider, G. Moore  

Visitors:  None  

 

Meeting 

1. Opening.  Meeting was opened by the president, Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30 pm with 14 

members present. 

2. Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as sent via email were accepted. 

 Moved: D. Milne  Seconded: D. Anderson  Passed 

3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes.  The following business was discussed. 

a. Height Clearance Requirements.  The NOTAM indicating that we will be flying model 

aircraft at the Rowville site up to 2000’ AGL has been issued as a permanent NOTAM.  This 

means that we are now allowed to fly to above 400’ AGL at the Rowville if we follow the 

other requirements of monitoring the Melbourne CTAF and having observers above 1000’ 

AGL. 

4. Correspondence.  The following correspondence was received and sent: 

a. Received 

(1) KCC provided updated plans for building and relocation. 

November 2021 General Meeting minutes 
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(2) KCC requesting a COVID plan update request. 

(3) KCC approving use of the RRR lower oval until the relocation is completed. 

(4) KCC sending the rental agreement for the RRR lower oval. 

b. Sent 

(1) KCC updated COVID plans. 

(2) KCC further questions on security and cameras. 

5. Financial Report.  The treasurer reported on the club’s finances and a motion to accept the report 

was made. 

 Moved: G. Read  Seconded: M. Best  Passed 

6. General Business. The following items were discussed. 

a. Aerotow.  Nothing has been organised as yet due to the fluidity of the COVID restrictions 

making planning pointless. 

b. MESH Laser Cutter.  The MESH laser cutter has been passed over to VARMS for storage 

in the container at Rowville.  At this point it is likely that we will become the new owners of 

it and grant access to the original MESH members so that they can continue to use it.  It 

comes with a laptop to drive it and a large library of existing models that can be cut. 

7. Rowville Temporary Site.  The following items were discussed. 

a. Access to Facilities.  We have been given fobs to unlock the temporary facilities at 

Rowville.  They are held by: 

(1) R. Hickman 

(2) C. Collier 

(3) K. Madill 

(4) A. Mayhew 

We will be using the second set of change rooms there and a QR code has been posted and 

used.  All members using this facility must be fully vaccinated against COVID 19. 

b. Tenders for Building.  The tenders are in and being reviewed.  They are expected to be 

awarded in December 2021 with construction starting in January 2022. 

c. Runway Construction.  We have requested that the runway be constructed first to allow 

the soil to settle and stabilise while the rest of the buildings are being constructed. 

8. Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 10 December 2021 at 7:30pm.  It 

is planned to be held in person at the Rowville facilities for a BBQ prior to the meeting, COVID 

restrictions permitting. 

Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:15 pm. 
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by Russ Pearce 

INTRODUCTION 
 
When I started experimenting with my own design of an E-RES model I aimed for a slow flying 
floater type model with light wing loading; but without any experience of spoilers I way over-cooked 
this aspect of the design and was dramatically surprised at just how effective the spoiler was.  I 
found that there was not enough elevator to compensate for the loss of lift at even about one third of 
spoiler deployment, hence there were a few moments of panic until that scary spoiler was put away. 
I had assumed that in addition to spoiling the lift there would be some useful braking effect due to 
turbulence and had expected to be able to compensate for the loss of lift by using an appropriate 
balance of trim settings, whilst still being able to 
maximise the “drag”.  I now realise that, at small 
amounts of spoiler deployment, there would be only 
minimal drag and that the loss of lift is probably from 
a combination of turbulence over the wing and 
perhaps some down-thrust like what would happen if 
a trailing edge flap was raised.  Drag (and 
turbulence) would only be at its maximum if the 
spoiler was standing straight up from the wing.  At 
this point I felt the need to find out more concerning 
the aerodynamics of spoilers and rather than 
GOOGLE it, I tried a little experimentation myself. 
 
My first move was to cut my over-sized spoiler down 
to about one quarter of its original size.  The 
photograph opposite shows the new, smaller unit 
mounted on a plate that fills the area of the original 
spoiler.  I chose to do this firstly because it was easy 
to do, but it also enabled me to compare the effect of 
having the hinge line on the front edge of the spoiler 
or rear edge; that is, I can have it opening as a 
conventional spoiler (on the left below) or as a scoop 
so as to simulate an airbrake (on the right). 
 

News and Articles 

Lessons Learned – Spoilers 
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METHOD 
 
The ability to switch the spoiler from the conventional type to the reversed (air brake) type enables a 
comparison of their respective effects to be made.  The experiment comprised a number of hand 
launch test glides at each of eight steps of increasing spoiler deployment whilst recording the 
required elevator compensation to achieve a relatively flat glide.  The photographs below show a 
couple of example screens on my radio displaying the position of the spoiler and the matching 
elevator compensation settings.  I had arranged my transmitter so that I could mix in the elevator 
compensation one click at a time using one of the extra trim switches.  This is much easier and 
more reliable than trying to do it with my thumb.  I am using the right slider as my spoiler control; 
others may prefer the throttle. 
 
 

   
 

 

Here 30% elevator compensation is required 
when the spoiler is at 50%  

 

25% compensation is required at 100% 
deployment 

 

 
The graph below shows the result of these tests and while not absolutely accurate (as it is only one 
iteration of these rather tedious tests) it provides some interesting comparisons and perhaps 
insights on spoiler behavior. 
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OBSERVATIONS AND DISCUSSION 
 

1) Both spoiler set-ups show that, at 50% deployment, the nature of what is happening 
changes.  At 50% my spoiler is actually only sitting up at about 40 degrees and it is 
reasonable to assume that pretty much all of the “spoil” is coming from the destruction of 
lift due to the turbulence over the short section of wing that contains the spoiler.  You may 
note that in these experiments the actual elevator compensation starts to lessen or 
plateau.  All I can say to explain this is that the spoil effect is due to the turbulence only.  I 
also noticed that from the 50% point the plane started to fly more slowly and increasingly 
tail down (almost as if it was on the edge of a stall) and actually requires less elevator 
compensation.  This suggests that in either case the “spoil” effect has reached its 
maximum by about 40 to 45 degrees deployment, however the drag is still increasing. 

2) Up to the point of 50% deployment, the normal spoiler requires slightly more elevator 
compensation to provide a shallow glide than the reversed unit.  I put this down to the 

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

0.00% 12.50% 25.00% 37.50% 50.00% 62.50% 75.00% 87.50% 100.00%

Elevator Compensation vs. Spoiler Deployment

Normal Reversed

Deployment 0.0% 12.5% 25.0% 37.5% 50.0% 62.5% 75.0% 87.5% 100.0% 

Normal 0% 6% 15% 23% 30% 27% 26% 26% 25% 

Reversed 0% 8% 12% 18% 28% 25% 25% 25% 25% 

Conventional Spoiler 

Air Brake Spoiler 
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differences in mechanisms generating the spoiling effect.  The normal spoiler at low 
angles of deployment is contributing a level of down-thrust as well as turbulence, whilst 
the reversed unit (scoop) is just creating drag and turbulence.  This extra down thrust is 
apparently why more elevator compensation is required.  Conversely there is little or no 
down-thrust created by the scoop and therefore slightly less compensation is required 
overall. 

 
Having determined an appropriate compensation curve for each of the two arrangements it is a 
simple matter to use it in a mix with the elevator and replace the set up for the experiment.  I can’t 
quite decide which way around I am going to fly this model.  However, the trim options are many 
and I may have either curve selectable so as to be able to alternate which one I use depending on 
the varying weather conditions. 
 
There are many more questions about spoilers that I would like to investigate, time permitting.  For 
example, which is better two spoilers mounted further out in the wings or a single central spoiler?  
With outboard spoilers the turbulence from them is not masking the elevator or the rudder, however 
they might cause the model to be a little less stable in cross winds due to each experiencing slightly 
different conditions.  Also, where is the best place over the wing chord to have a spoiler?  The 
competition rules for RES restrict this placement but there is a little maneuvering room.  Further to 
this, what is better, a long skinny spoiler or a short and wide unit.  Long units would destroy the lift 
over a greater proportion of the wing’s span while a short unit that could stand up quite tall would 
possibly have a greater braking effect. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
This experiment has opened up to me the possibility to have a variety of flight modes. 

1) Perhaps there could be a fast transit mode which has the spoiler raised only slightly and no 
compensation so that the wing loses a little lift and gains a little acceleration. 

2) There could be a mode that quite quickly descends so this would comprise a reasonable 
amount of “spoil” with slightly insufficient compensation. 

3) Finally, there could be a mode that virtually stalls the model onto a landing spot as the very 
last part of a landing.  This would comprise the full spoiler deployment and an over-
compensated elevator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wednesday FFF nights are now being held on site at Rowville somewhere near the VARMS 
shipping container.  A Service Victoria QR code for VARMS at Rowville is taped to the door of the 
container and the VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies. 

 

Wednesday 7:30 - 8:30pm via Zoom (link on website) – The 3Fs (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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by Peter Cossins 
 

Long time VARMS member John Gottschalk passed away on Sunday 21 November, 2021. 

John was an early immigrant to Australia after 

World War II.  He was a young boy in Berlin 

during the war and experienced firsthand the 

pattern bombing which virtually levelled all 

the houses in the area where he lived.  For 

some unknown reason his family home 

survived.  You can imagine what it was like 

for the general population.  As a very young 

boy he had researched Australia a number of 

times and always had this country in mind.  

There were various options for re-settlement 

and John naturally chose Australia.  He was 

housed in the very basic accommodation we 

provided for immigrants up near Albury called 

Bonegilla.  Coming down to Melbourne he 

took an apprenticeship as a tool-maker.  He 

also managed to encourage his wife to be, Ilse, 

to come to Melbourne from Germany.  She always held that this arrangement was temporary and they would 

return to Germany after a while.  They did return to Germany to see family on a number of occasions but they 

stayed in Melbourne and raised their own family.  John was adamant that Australia was the place to be.  

His skills as a tool-maker stood him in good stead and over the years John built an impressive range of model 

aircraft.  He was a long-time member of VARMS and organised a very big model open day/display at the 

open field at High Street Road.  I became a close friend and was able to take him flying in the Melbourne 

Aviation Group’s Cessna 182 on a number of occasions.  It was not such a long time ago he milled out a facia 

for me that I wanted for two small video monitors.  He undertook a number of similar tasks for me over the 

years.  On occasions he was able to translate and write to a supplier I have in Germany who had limited 

English. 

Until a year or two ago, John hosted an annual barbeque at his home with a few friends.  I was always 

privileged to be a part of that celebration.  When his health made these occasions difficult, John arranged 

lunches at various venues.  In later years he became an enthusiastic indoor model flyer, an arrangement that 

suited his failing health.  As he could no longer drive at night, I would pick him up and drive him to the 

VARMS meetings before the Covid19 lockdown.  He was at the last face to face meeting VARMS conducted. 

John very recently moved to a retirement village and he telephoned me with the details only last week.  I was 

planning on a visit when I received a telephone call from Lew Rodman with the sad news.   

I will miss my sometimes ‘very German friend’ and I am sure many older members in VARMS will 

remember him well. 

 

Vale John Gottschalk 
 
 

Bonegilla Migrant Reception and Training Centre near 

Wodonga 
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by Tim Morland 

 

It was 1975, and I discover the existence of VARMS.  This was a big deal.  To my delight, I found that 

VARMS was a group of like-minded people who really enjoyed model aviation.  In particular, sailplanes.  I 

promptly sold my model trains, reinvested in some Silvertone gear (early digital proportional) and embarked 

on a different path.  Such a good decision. 

VARMS had a solid core of committed miniature aviationists; John was one of them.  At the time there was a 

group within VARMS who were also keen on scale models - big scale models.  I'll list some of the 

breakthrough models and builders that were flying when I joined. 

 Ray Cooper, ¼ scale Ka 6 and Foka-5 

 Ralph Learmont, ¼ scale Kestrel 15 

 John Gottschalk, ¼  scale Schleiker ASK13 

 Brian Laging, 1:3.5 Foka-5 

 John Vanderwolf, many models, many scales, with the only proviso being that they were big! 

Mount Hollowback – about 1978. 
The cockpit detail mentioned in the text is still a work in progress. 

John Gottschalk – Master Aeromodeller 
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It was exciting to participate in all of this, as my skills were far behind those being displayed by others.  They 

were all beautiful models and most of them flew really well.  I have vivid memories of a public display, where 

John's K13 went up into the sky almost vertically, with a winch doing the pulling.  This is a sight now only 

remembered by a privileged few in our hobby.  The spectacular aspect of winch launching a large model 

sailplane, is that it looks like everything is happening in slow motion.  None of this “pinging” that is now all 

the rage!  It all looked very scale and, apparently, under perfect control. 

My original understanding was that John scratch built his K13 from plans of the full size.  But lately I've been 

told that it was just a 3-view.  Just a 3-view!  All I can say to that is, that it must have been a jolly good 3-

view.  The cockpit was extraordinarily detailed and the visible structure mimicked the full size (I presume) 

really well.  The detail was very fine indeed.  The canopy resulted from a number of false starts that 

concluded with a female mould being produced off a male plug.  The mould being made of an exotic mixture 

of aluminium powder and epoxy … or was it polyester?  There was a row of tiny holes along the centre-line of 

the mould, which were connected to a vacuum.  They were there to allow the acetate to be pulled into shape in 

the mould during forming as heat was applied.  Pretty special.  The K13 canopy turned out second to none. 

John always lamented the sturdy spruce longerons he used in the K13 fuselage.  They went all the way back to 

the tail.  They were, apparently, very heavy and needed to be correctly allowed for by extra nose ballast.  But, 

in the air the K13 looked 100%.  Be it consecutive loops out the front of the slope at Camperdown or speed-

runs preceded by the obligatory announcement in that lovely German accent “COMING FROM THE 

LEFT!!” are stand out memories. 

 

John's K13 about to go away.  Smooth and Powerful.  About 1987. 

 

The 1980's came along and the word “aerotowing” started a number of balls rolling.  One of them was John 

who, I imagine, saw that aerotowing was a much safer way to get his large glider to altitude than winch 
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launching.  He was correct.  During the ground phase of winch launching, with the methods we used, disaster 

was never far away until the model was off the ground and in a stable attitude.  Some infernal external 

influence during the ground roll could easily result in the model cart-wheeling down the field.  We got very 

good at winch launching our big gliders, but never completely comfortable with it.  With aerotowing, it was 

soon realised that models were very seldomly seen in any sort of compromising attitude as the tug hauled 

them up into the air. 

About this time, John set about making his first tug.  Legend has it, that a suitable second-hand air-frame was 

donated by Ralph Learmont.  The model looked like an early aerobatic type – except, that by the time John 

had finished with it, it had a big pull start Zenoah up the front with a suitably durable undercarriage to match.  

With tugs, the undercarriage must not be a weak link, or towing for the day is over.  Good on you John!   

Aerotowing started in earnest at that point with many happy VARMS days spent watching the big gliders 

going away and doing their thing.  Also, at about this stage, big gliders (mostly ¼ scale) became available to 

the ordinary folks like you and me.  Plans, kits and “almost ready to flies” (ARFs) were around, Ralph kitted 

his Kestrel, Brian made a few Foka fuselages and made plans available.  When Multiplex started production in 

Germany, things really got going – if you had the money.  Many people also took the lead of the VARMS 

pioneers and ventured into scratch building their own large gliders.  The big gliders, they were fun.  They 

looked and performed in a different league from the little guys.  Even better, a good strong tug was available, 

and the good times commenced. 
 

John's first tug, complete with pull start. 

John's next tug was a ¼ scale Piper PA-12 Super Cruiser with a pull start Zenoah 62cc (I think).  This plane 

could certainly haul some weight.  Proof of this occurred at the annual Bendigo scale aero-tow weekend of 

1991.  His “little” Super Cruiser hauled up a pair of Brian Laging Foka-5's on a twin tow in very blustery 

conditions.  One of them, I have been told, weighed 26lb, the other about 14lb (mine).  That's around 55lb 

(25kg) of models all hooked together if you include the tug.  Outstanding.  No drama.  But by golly, the 

launch took a while. 
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John's tug number 2: Piper Super Cruiser.  A sturdy workhorse. 

The pull-start handle was removable.  Bendigo 1991. 

John helped motivate the ordinary folk to expand their skills in other ways too.  We were all lucky enough for 

John to become really good friends with the serial national RC scale glider champion of Germany, Arnold 

Hoffman.  A legend.  We were all so lucky that these two hit it off.  Things wouldn't be the same (for me at 

least) ever again.  I hope you have seen at least some of the amazing models made and flown by Arnold.  

There's lots of them on YouTube!  Arnold sent regular VHS instalments of the goings on in Germany to his 

friend in Australia.  Talk about motivational!  Plenty of show and tell evenings of all the priceless footage 

from Arnold were held with John providing his unique commentary.  I'm sure that this friendship also helped 

propel John onto bigger and better things.  I can remember that Arnold visited John in Australia and once gave 

a talk to VARMS members at a monthly meeting at Glen Waverley Heights Primary School Hall.  Arnold was 

a very special guest speaker.  Questions to the speaker were intense! 

Eventually John's second tug needed replacement.  That little Cub must have done thousands of launches.  So 

off John went again to create something special.  By this time, trailers were almost mandatory if you owned a 

large glider or two.  John had made his own trailer, for obvious reasons, but decided that the next tug would 
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be made up to a size that would just fit in his trailer.  Enter the Corben Baby Ace, a large model of a small 

plane (almost always a good formula) made to a very strange scale factor which escapes me, probably around 

1/3 scale.  A Zenoah 62 was once again the powerhouse, and a very fine rendition of a real aircraft resulted.  

This model was around for many years and also did a vast quantity of launches for VARMS members and 

anyone else in the immediate vicinity.  However, by this time, other modellers had also decided to take the 

plunge and invest the time, energy, and expense of creating their own tugs – and the rest as they say, is 

history.  It was a sad day when the life of the Baby Ace was ended prematurely by a faulty transmitter at 

Lameroo, SA in 2007. 

Lameroo 2006:  here our Safety Officer is tending to his tug, whilst Martin Simons looks on. 

12 months later, whilst airborne at Lameroo, the transmitter went Phtttt.  And that was that. 

By golly we had some fun times.  And I'm sure that many a large scale glider has had a much longer life 

because of the inherent safety of aerotowing.  What a good use it is for powered model aircraft. 

After the Baby Ace, John continued to make models, but the manufacture of glider tugs was at an end.  Tugs 

were replaced by a marvellous procession of power models.  These models were more than likely of pre-

WW2 vintage and each of them was a masterpiece.  For example he made a Fokkers D-VII and D-VIII as well 

as his outstanding Bűcker C133 Jungmeister, but that's another story 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIZN-Ro9fJA. 

Thank-you John.  Time certainly flies when you're having fun. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xIZN-Ro9fJA
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Hi Nigel  

Thanks for the small enhancements to my article in the [Ed. second] last newsletter.  No objections this end!  

However, I have had a read - and found a mistake - and it is all mine.  Oh dear.  Let's see who is the first to 

ping me for point 11 of the second list, actually needing to be point 12 of the first list (it is a nose heavy 

trait).   Oh well.  It was a late addition that snuck through with too little thought. 

I'll let you decide if we should do anything about it.  But I certainly regret the oversight.  Thanks for a good 

newsletter!  

Regards, Tim Morland 

 

[Ed.  Missing text from Tim’s letter replaced in bold.  No-one responded to the challenge to identify the gist 

of the missing text so the Maserati will not be awarded on this occasion.] 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

For Sale 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

Letters to the Editor 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au


 
Aspectivity December 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 

48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 

Note:  All measurements are in cm for Half Chest                 VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

To order please forward details of items and sizes to Lew Rodman, vp@varms.org.au 
 

 
Copyright in all material published in Aspectivity is retained by the author of the article. 

Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. or the Editor or Printer of Aspectivity. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content of Aspectivity. 

 

Contributions to the newsletter always welcome.  Address correspondence to:  editor@varms.org.au 
  

VARMS merchandise 

mailto:vp@varms.org.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au


 
Aspectivity December 2021 

 

President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, 

or any other Committee member. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until now, have had a home field in Wantirna and will soon be 
establishing a new home base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises regular competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow and self-launching (electric) gliders.  Members also enjoy a range of power and rotary wing 
models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) at the VARMS Clubroom or by 
Zoom and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the Meeting starts at 8.00pm.  Visitors are welcome.  
Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all aeromodellers followed by a cup of 
your favourite brew. 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 
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