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Hi All 
 

Happy New Year and it is great to have noticed the chatter going back and forth 
between members organising themselves to go flying at other venues both local and 

interstate over the last few months. 
 

The restricted activities have continued at Rowville with the pilot box area being 
noticeably mobile, dependent on the location of the shade at the time.  It is good to see that no rubbish is being 

left around after our occupancy of the different areas.  However, it is a pity some others who have shared the 
same space particularly west of the gate under the gumtrees do not have the same philosophy.  

 
There has been a bit of activity with respect to flying at Hollowback on two fronts.  Firstly, a debate on 

actually using the site which has ended up indicating that there continues to be significant interference risk.  
However, using commonsense and keeping models away from the towers can minimise that risk.  Secondly, 

we have received a reasonably aggressive letter from a landholder to the south indicating that “… the south 
side of Mt Hollowback is in fact private property, not public land, and that they do not have permission to 

access this property ...”.  Whilst this has been known for some time, it is a reminder that landholders to the 
south are not necessarily friendly to our activities and anyway it is common courtesy to request permission 

from any landholder before entering their property. 
 

On another matter of concern, just a reminder that the VARMS Facebook page “… was originally set up as a 
communication medium for both VARMS members and friends of like interests.” … “Please feel free to 

contribute anything of common interest, just keep in mind that we would like to keep the emphasis on the 
Soaring part, whilst still being inclusive of other disciplines, especially of new developments, etc.”  Some 

posts have been diverging from this philosophy by including comment on items not specifically associated 
with model aircraft and/or VARMS activities.  Jokes and political comment posted on the site will be removed 

and may induce additional action by the moderator should the practice continue. 
 

President’s report  Ron Hickman 

Issue 559 
 

February 2022 

 

The deadline for material to be in the next Aspectivity is one week prior to the date of the general meeting 
which is held on the second Friday of the month and is therefore the 4th of March 2022. 
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At the moment there is nothing further to report on the start of construction at Rowville other than recent 
contacts with Council have indicated that the contractor is preparing the construction permits (i.e. VicRoads) 

and that Covid has reared its ugly head to slow the processes even further. 
 

On another matter, for those members wishing to fly over 400ft 
and not having their own air band radio, the club has acquired a 

portable scanning radio currently stored in the container.  
Instructions for operation are pasted on the inside of the box 

lid.  
 

Looking forward, the time has come to start moving towards 
some form of normality with respect to meetings.  So the next 

general meeting, on Friday 11th February, will be held in the 
Aimee Seebeck Hall in Police Rd Rowville (pictured right) 

which is part of the Rowville Recreation Reserve.  The hall is 
located in Police Rd just east of Stud Rd and is the first 

building on the right on the top of the rise just before the Men’s 
Shed.  The normal Covid precautions will need to be observed 

including mask wearing indoors, QR code log in, social 
distancing and hand sanitising.  As we have yet to view the hall 

because of Covid restrictions we are not in a position to 
comment on the availability of refreshments. 

 
Onwards towards the future. 

 
Ron Hickman 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Date:  10 December 2021  

Time:  8:00 pm  

Venue:  Rowville Recreation Reserve 

Apologies:  
L. Nagy, K. Fryer,                 

K. Schneider, T. Rawlins 

Visitors:  None  

 

Meeting 

1. Opening.  Meeting was opened by the president, Ron Hickman as Chairman at 8:00 pm with 22 

members present. 

December 2021 General Meeting minutes 
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2. Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as sent via email were accepted. 

3. Financial Report.  The treasurer reported on the club’s finances and a motion to accept the report 

was passed. 

4. The President advised that the recommended tender on the Rowville project was to go to the next 

Knox Council meeting for approval. 

5. Motion from the Chair.   That the currently used Social Member classification be formalised as an 

Associate Member as allowed by Part 3 Division 1 Item 14 of the VARMS constitution.  The 

resolution was accepted by majority vote. 

6. Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
by Tim Morland 

 
Occasionally, I don't build my own models.  One of the models I have that I did not build is a small 
1.4m wingspan ARF called “Adagio 280”.  Looks the part doesn't she?  Let me tell you of her 
chequered flight test history. 

 

 

News and Articles 

Is it any Wonder  . . .  ? 
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I bought this little plane new, in the box and unflown off the RC trader website.  She looked just 
right.  So she has to be right.  Right?  When she arrived, I recall that she looked smaller than I 
expected.  Oh well.  But she still had “the look”.  A pretty little bird all ready to go (well, almost) 
straight out of the box. 

First hurdle I come across is that I had a radio configuration conflict.  The messages from the ol’ 
Taranis are not able to be interpreted by the Rx already glued into the Adagio.  The receiver in 
question?  A Spektrum Nanolite AR6335 for DSM2 or DSMX transmitters.  A workaround is found 
and I acquire a new plug-in Tx module to go in the back of the Taranis that speaks one of the two 
required languages.  Hey presto … the little plane wakes up.  Way to go. 

 

Spektrum Nanolite AR6335 for DSM2 or DSMX transmitters 

 

I also bought a pair of 3S 450mAh lipos to run the whole show.  Away we went for a fly.  All went 
well, for just a couple of flights, then poof!  When I plugged in a battery for another flight, popping 
and fizzing sounds were heard from the direction of the electronics department, followed shortly 
after by smoke escaping from the electronic speed controller (ESC).  Oh well.  That's not so good! 

Back in the workshop and, me being me, I thought it might be interesting to cut the heat shrink off 
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the smoke emission device to see what kind of damage had been inflicted when the smoke got out.  
Yep, one of the power transistors definitely went poof.  But then, as I examined the rest of the circuit 
board, I saw something quite unexpected.  A couple of the surface mount components were sitting 
on their ends.  A magnifying glass was needed to discriminate the orientation, but sure enough, it 
was apparent that the board had been manufactured incorrectly.  Take my word for it, at least two 
connections of any electronic device need to be made for that particular device to do anything.  
Don't ask me why it worked before it blew up, but for two flights, it survived and appeared to function 
normally. 

The replacement (different brand) ESC eventually arrives, is installed and the Adagio is ready to go 
again.  Now we get to find out, I hope, how reliable and durable these ARFs can be.  According to 
the advertising literature, thermalling is a snap (easy), so off I go to a local park and, once 
everything is trimmed, balanced and singing a good song, the hunt for a thermal begins.  
Expectations are high. 

Sorting out balance, throws, trim all went pretty well;  the aircraft was steady and easy to fly.  Very 
steady, if not stubbornly so.  I was optimistic that a satisfactory performance would be evident.  So 
we are now flying around at a couple of hundred feet, hunting thermals.  It was a pleasant, calm, 
warm day and I think I was finding lift.  However, I was also finding that the plane was not co-
operating; not in the least.  Following is a short statement found about the model, on the box. 

“The E-flite® Adagio™ 280 motor glider is the park-size solution for pilots who want a great soaring 
experience and the versatility of a sport airplane.  Its sleek, high-aspect ratio wing and flowing 
fuselage offer the ability to slip cleanly through the air and connect with thermal activity.  When the 
air doesn’t deliver the lift you want, just add throttle and the high-torque outrunner motor whips the 
folding prop to life.  Enjoy zooming performance that will take you to the prevailing winds, or perform 
basic aerobatics with grace and precision.  With working flaps at your command, it’s possible to 
improve lift for take-off or create drag to pin-point land with ease.  Best of all, this exciting park-size 
motor glider features advanced AS3X® (Artificial Stabilization - 3-aXis) technology that works 
behind the scenes to smooth out the effects of forces like P-factor, turbulence and torque.  Instead 
of a park flyer, you’ll feel like you’re at the controls of an expertly tuned, giant-scale model that flies 
like it’s on rails.” 

I smelt a rat.  So there you have it: 3 axis artificial stabilisation.  Artificial?  What on earth do they 
mean by artificial?  Anyway – whatever it is, it seems to be working.  But, as for thermalling, forget it.  
Trying to thermal this aircraft is like having a recalcitrant co-pilot that fights every input on the 
airframe by the surrounding atmosphere exactly, but oppositely.  Drives one nuts if you are trying to 
find a thermal and then stay in it.  This plane will never thermal.  It's those little bits of turbulence 
that tell you what is going on with the atmosphere and the quite real and truly effective (as opposed 
to artificial) stabilisation loaded into the receiver is totally unaware of the fact that I need to see all 
those tiny little influences, all of those little clues of turbulence, to be able to fly the aircraft as I'm 
sure it can be, and go up in a thermal. 

Big decision coming up!  Heart surgery is the only answer.  I recall that I have got some really small 
Rx's back at home.  I could use one of those.  They don't have artificial (or even real) stabilisation 
and will let me fly the plane where and how I want to.  A great idea.  Someone had to have it.  
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Rx 2 (the small one) and Rx 3 

 

Back in the workshop, a quick check finds that the replacement receiver will fit nicely.  For those 
interested, it's an FrSky Super Micro VD5M.  I can even leave the OEM Rx in position.  After-all, it is 
glued in!  But then, there's a problem.  Drat.  I have to change over all the micro servo plugs.  They 
sure looked the same, but they's different from the SPEKTRUM variety.  Five micro servo plugs 
later, with some “confined space allowance” earned on the job, the little plane is ready for her next 
flight.  All will be good now!  Once more, hopes are high.  And, oh yes, remove that costly Tx module 
I bought to wake up the pesky SPEKTRUM receiver. 

A great day (good weather) comes along during the big Covid-19 lockdown of 2020.  I'm all alone in 
a big and beautiful local park.  Even before I launch there is a good “feel” to the air.  Thermal 
hunting begins.  That's better!  She is flying around providing a constant commentary for me on 
every breath of air, each slice of turbulence.  The plane is now fully awake.  In a short time, up she 
goes with motor off.  Throttle closed, circling nicely, advising me of where to steer for better lift.  All is 
good.  But then: Oh no!  A glitch.  She is up at about 300' making good progress in the upward 
direction when I lose control and a vertical dive begins.  Down she comes.  I get control back, do 
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some more thermalling, up she goes again to about 300';  glitch!  It has become apparent that the 
little receiver is deficient in range for 
my purposes.  What did they say, 
“great soaring experiences”?  Not so 
much.  Back to the workshop.  I now 
decide that this little girl needs a 
proper manly receiver.  I look through 
those that I have resting in the box of 
spares.  It needs to be at least five 
channels.  The one I decide on is an 
early FRSky seven channel item 
(V8R7 ACCST), with a primitive 
cardboard sleeve for a cover.  Really 
old.  It is about the same footprint as 
the two receivers used so far, but 
about three times the volume.  I've 
used such a receiver in my Alpina, so I 
know it has the range to spare: that is, 
so long as the two antennas stay 
attached to the circuit board!  (But 
that's another story.) 

Work begins installing the thing.  You 
guessed it – another servo plug 
change.  This aircraft is not exactly on 

a diet.  This time the change is to the standard full size JR version servo plugs.  They look 
enormous.  Good grief.  But this exercise will finish her off and away she shall go!  Right? 

On the field at High Street Road (remember that place?) he goes off once more with FrSky in 
command.  A very good start.  However, no thermals today, so I motor around for twenty minutes or 
so on battery number one, and all is good.  Her good looks are now paying dividends.  Such a nice 
little toy, with all the fun things to play with.  Elevator, rudder, flaps, ailerons, throttle.  Excellent flying 
manners, reasonable turn of speed.  Battery 1 gets a bit low.  Battery 2 goes in. 

Another flight begins.  Just ten metres away on initial climb out – BANG!!  I get off the throttle 
immediately – the vibration stops.  What on earth is going on?  I'm looking at bits of aircraft flying 
about on various trajectories descending to the ground.  Even though pieces have left the building, 
the good news is, I still seem to have control – even though the canopy is now on the runway and 
battery number two has left the fuselage and is hanging, or dangling, outside in the fresh air, with 
the XT30 the only connection between it and the aircraft.  I pull off a reasonable landing just next to 
the canopy with the plan being to put the canopy back on and go flying!  Wrong.  I find that the 
population of propeller blades up the front has reduced from two to one.  What!  This is a plane that 
is yet to have a hard landing and has flung a blade of the propeller to who knows where.  Oh well.  
Back to the workshop. 

In fact, the first stop was not the workshop, but the internet, for a new propeller.  Not as easy as you 
might think.  Whilst browsing I notice that, if I want to, I can buy a new fuselage for the Adagio.  But 
propeller?  In your dreams Sunshine.  What to do?  This little girl is starting to cost me a serious 
amount of time, energy and brain power.  Oh well, at least I get “confined space allowance”! 
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I search and search for a different prop/hub combination that won’t look ridiculous, won't be too 
heavy and has the correct motor shaft diameter.  The most significant problem is the OEM prop 
adaptor.  I cannot get it off the motor.  Torque transmission to the propeller is via a hex sort of nut 
that penetrates into the rear (excuse me) of the propeller.  The adaptor may as well be welded on. 

The only solution I can envisage is for me to custom make a folding prop hub that resolves all the 
various constraints imposed by the form of the air-frame and hardware.  But first – I need a pair of 
propeller blades.  Sheesh!  Oh yes, making prop hubs is not part of my skill set either.  Oh dear. 

Back to the internet.  I eventually find a small prop from a terrific hobby store over in S.A.  An 
Aeronaut prop.  Expensive, but good.  Carbon fibre, not plastic.  Design and construction of the hub 
awaits arrival of prop blades. 

So: if I had a milling machine, production of a prop hub might be relatively simple.  Around here, I 
never seem to encounter “simple”.  My only option appears to be to fabricate a hub using 2mm thick 
fibreglass sheet (aka PC board).  Don't laugh, this is serious.  With the help of CAD and a laser 
cutter, miracles can be made to happen.  A while later, the laminated folding prop hub is designed, 
cut and assembled, prop blades mounted, and we're off to the flying field again. 

 

Prop Adapter No.  1 

 

The hex?  It was carefully cut with a file in a hole drilled to the across-the-flats dimension of the nut 



 
Aspectivity February 2022 

on the motor shaft.  Surprisingly my hub and the new prop saw the plane balance without any 
additional ballast.  The battery is now located at the rear of the battery area, rather than the front.  
The new prop pulls very well and is extremely quiet.  Performance may be slightly enhanced and 
the little aircraft is now performing in perfect agreement with her looks.  You may think development 
is now at an end?  Nope.  There's more.  Oh no! 

September 2021.  Lock-down number 134 comes to an end and VARMS has now been thrown off 
the High Street Road flying site.  Work on the next VARMS field in the swamp has not resulted in 
any visible earthly progress.  Where to fly?  Not to worry, the wonderful committee has been able to 
wangle a deal with the Council whereby VARMS members can go flying off 25% of a football ground 
adjacent to the very area where work on our permanent flying field has not yet begun.  Curiously, 
non-members have been seen to come along and fly anywhere they please. 

Tim turns up to try out the new field.  First impression upon arrival is that there is a lot of ground 
furniture to stay away from.  Trees, more trees, goal posts, point posts, a lake (if it has been 
raining), fences, light towers (if you go out of bounds).  But you have to admit, it is a lot better than 
not having a flying field.  We'll give the Adagio a try.  Should be good! 

The best thing to do seems to be to fly around and get accustomed to where one can go and where 
one shouldn't.  All goes well for a while.  Maybe for as long as three minutes.  So now I'll own up – 
the fun came to a shocking end when I hit the boundary fence.  The top of the fence that goes 
around the oval.  The pipe bit.  Square on with the nose of the poor little Adagio.  The effect of 
hitting the pipe at quite a speed could only be described as decapitation.  Motor separated from 
fuselage.  Very sad, and feeling stupid.  Here we go again!  I know the little plane is probably worth 
fighting for, so if I can get her back to flying condition it would be a good thing.  This plane is costing 
me so many hours. 

The first attempt at resurrection didn't really come off.  The nose glued back on without a fuss in 30 
seconds.  But the motor?  Less so!  Bent shaft, distorted rotor drum.  The more I tried to straighten it 
the worse it seemed to get.  I eventually flew it in an optimistic experiment, but the resulting 
vibrations were awful.  I could have bought a new E-Flite motor online locally – but it would have 
cost $45 plus postage.  Get out!  I drew the line at that.  Too much.  Outrunners are not all that 
difficult or expensive to manufacture. 

So now, the search for a replacement motor begins.  I was searching for an equivalent, so that the 
balance of the aircraft would not be grossly upset.  I find a little motor for about $11.00 AU online 
and purchase two of them (just in case) with matching prop adaptors.  To my consternation, when 
the new motors arrive they are appreciably larger than the original.  Like: double!  Oh well.  I decide 
to go ahead with the installation anyway, even though there must be a significant weight penalty.  
The RPM/volt of the new motor is slightly more than the original, so there may be a slight boost in 
performance.  Old motor 1260kV, new motor 1520kV (1000’s of revs per volt). 

Next job, I need to cut the nose off the fuselage and made a new firewall out of ply, the neatly 
cowled nose of the aircraft is but a memory.  However the altered nose enables me to reduce the 
size of the prop adaptor significantly.  Some weight is saved.  However reducing the distance 
between the pivot pins for the blades will also see the prop diameter reduce.  I felt obliged to do a 
minor modification to the motor too.  The output shaft was about 8mm too long.  After covering the 
whole thing with masking tape to keep the iron filings away from all those magnets – I cut the front 
8mm of the shaft off with a small grinder and disk.  Now it doesn't look so silly with the prop on.  So, 
I'm wondering if all this mucking around will be worth the trouble.  Will it still pull like it did in the 
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past?  I was hoping so. 

 

Chalk and Cheeses!  22g verses 42g 

 

At the field a few days later, during a nice calm day, having added about 15g of lead under the tail-
plane where the tail-wheel moulding once was, the pilot is wondering if the plane will have lost its 
lovely delicate feel in the air.  Well, go on, give it a go!  25% throttle sees the little aircraft fly away 
nice and straight with just a slight resistance to rotate into a climb.  A little up elevator trim sees her 
climb away nicely.  No vibration, utterly silent.  A good start.  Fly around.  Test the water.  All is still 
good.  Let's open the throttle, see what that does.  POW!  Holy smoke.  Different aircraft.  This is a 
very nice surprise!  Vertical climbs at high speed as far as you would wish to go.  Quick!  The new 
motor in the light and slippery air-frame proves to be a terrific combination.  The extra weight of 
motor and ballast seems to be in reality, irrelevant.  That Aeronaut prop is magically quiet too.  
Twenty five very satisfying minutes later, the voltage is finally starting to sag, so I bring her in for her 
last landing of the day.  Happy happy. 

So, now I'm thinking that she is finally all sorted.  But I won't hold my breath.  With luck, there should 
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be many hours of flying to be had.  But you never know with an ARF, as I have found that nice air-
frames don't necessarily deliver what you expect.  The quality of ARF parts?  Not so much.  Is it any 
wonder I prefer making my own aircraft?  But come to think of it, I have expended so much time and 
effort and money on the little Adagio, it could possibly be considered that I made it myself. 

 

 

Prop adaptor No. 2.  Motor No. 2.  Now smaller and lighter with the cowl discarded. 

 

ARF failures so far: speed controller (faulty manufacture), propeller (broke for no good reason), 
spares unavailable, receiver (not fit for purpose), canopy magnets (gradually disappearing), motor, 
(unmaintainable and excessively expensive), servo plugs (not to a common standard) and … where 
did the tail-wheel moulding go? 

Alas, but there's more. 

So, I hit our new temporary field, 25% of a football oval, on another perfect day for thermals.  
Probably the next one, we're not having many.  Light wind, sunshine, about 23 degrees C.  
Gorgeous.  There is some activity, with about ten VARMS people in the bleachers up at the car park 
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and maybe two or three on the field with planes in the air.  Off the Adagio goes.  Fly around a bit.  
Still flies pretty well for such a small aircraft.  I'm in the air for about two and a half minutes ’ motor 
time when I find myself coasting to the north of the field in preparation for landing.  This bloke, we'll 
call him Jack, is standing next to me, having a yarn.  I think I may have been rude and interrupted 
him, saying, “You know!  I think that is good air.”  I might have been 70' (25m) off the ground at the 
time.  Quite low. 

Well, away she went with me entirely focused on having a good long and high flight, doing my best 
to get as high as permitted.  A good thing about the Adagio being of only 1.4m span, is that it looks 
really small a long way before 400', so there's not much chance of bursting through the ceiling.  
Getting no response from me, Jack sought better company with someone else for a good while.  
Then he comes back.  “Did you start the motor?” he says.  My reply, “Nope!  Lovely thermal”.  She's 
getting a bit far downwind though, harder and harder to see, flaps are lowered (with down-trim 
mixed in) to lose some altitude and then I start moving south into the light breeze to look for the next 
thermal.  Good fun.  I take a moment to find out how long the flight has been so far.  The timers say 
33 minutes flight time for two and a half minutes engine run.  That's good.  Very good.  Lots of 
battery left!  Correct?  Pause for a thought: it's not what one thinks that counts; it's what is. 

So, let's think about what has been going on up in the plane.  Battery capacity, 450mAh.  A souped 
up motor, twice the size of the old one.  Current draw of the motor, unknown.  How many servos? 
Five, current draw?  Unknown.  Receiver drain?  ESC drain?  Later, on the work bench, I measure 
the approximate idle drain, with slow, gentle stick inputs.  About 300mA.  I should have measured it 
earlier, a lot earlier.  However, even now, you could be excused for thinking another half hour air 
time would be quite feasible.  However, you would be wrong. 

Suddenly, I noticed that my gentle upwind cruising flight, in not much of a hurry, had transformed 
into a very rapid vertical descent.  Extremely vertical.  It looked like a repeat of a couple of crashes I 
have seen over the years.  It seemed to me that the receiver battery was flat.  Quite flat.  Smack.  
Well, that's it!  No more plane. 

I strode off to the ESE, off into the marshland/swamp/bog to retrieve what little remained of the 
pretty little aircraft.  That is, if I could find it.  Well.  What do you know?  Off in the distance I can see 
a little white fin standing upright and looking in good shape.  I  splosh, splosh, splosh up to the 
model and see that the leading edge is about 50mm short of the mud.  You couldn't call it ground.  
The motor is a long way into the smush.  Yuk!  The challenge now is to extract the front 15% of the 
aircraft without doing more damage.  I do so, carefully.  Strangely, there don't appear to be any 
catastrophic structural issues.  Unbelievable. 

When I finally get the front of the aircraft out of the mud, oh my goodness: the motor looks like it has 
had a bath in a vat at a chocolate factory.  I know where there is a water tap, back at the building 
next to the car park.  I still think that everything looks OK.  Just very, very excessively muddy at the 
front.  Under the tap, the mud is washed away and, by hand, the little motor turns over smoothly.  
Hmmmmm.  More good news.  There might be life in the old girl yet. 

Back at home, I find a big crack in the fuselage midway between tailplane and main-plane.  I also 
find 0% left in the battery.  Zip.  There's also a few more cracks to be found around the cockpit area 
and a big one found a few days later underneath, just in front of the wheel.  They were all sealed up 
easily with gap-filling, medium cyano and a touch of kicker. 

So, the little plane's fractures were glued together, the motor was washed a couple of times, 
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warmed up (under power) and left to rest.  It didn't miss a beat.  One of the servos was 
misbehaving, but that turned out to be a bit of contamination on the receiver's circuit board.  A water 
wash followed by a rinse of methylated spirits saw it come good and it can be used again.  That is, 
in a different air-frame. 

Only now, after all my efforts, does the built-in nastiness, and inadequacy of the design show its true 
colours.  It is a great little thermalling aeroplane, so long as you don't find a thermal.  Sheesh.  
Nowhere in the manual is there an advisory about how long the plane may fly, without the motor 
running.  I have found it to be not very long at all, and not nearly long enough to be classed as a 
sailplane. 

 

 

Two batteries, motor and the rest.   

Maybe you can guess the outcome of this disaster?  That's right, there are now two batteries in the 
little cockpit.  One for the motor and another for the receiver.  A 750mAh 1S LIPO battery for the 
receiver.  That is correct, it's not a typo, only 4.2V max for the receiver and servos.  The great little 
receiver works down to 3V and the servo spec quotes the normal operating volts as being from 3 to 
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5V, which is good enough for me.  Quiescent (idle) current for each servo is reduced from 30mA to 
20mA if you use only 3V.  This means – extra flying time!  Way to go.  Servo speeds are still very 
quick on three volts. 

The signal for motor RPM goes out the signal wire to the speed controller, but the positive wire from 
the ESC has been removed as, up until now, it powered the receiver and servos as well as the 
motor.  Now, just the motor.  If I'm happily thermalling away, I can now fly the thing for nearly three 
and a half hours.  That's enough. 

Another receiver change was required, as the 90 degree plug-in on receiver 3 just didn't work with 
two batteries up the front.  Receiver (number 4!) an FRSky V8R7SP, is now stuffed down the little 
tunnel behind the cockpit.  It is naked, as there wasn't room for its cardboard cover to go down the 
hole with it.  Hot melt glue secures the two antennae to the circuit board.  With all the care and 
attention I have lavished on the little beast, the mass has gone from 356g to 405g, a 15% increase.   

Wing loading, in a language I understand, has increased from 7.44 oz/ft2 to 8.55 oz/ft2.  8.55 is still 
pretty light.  Performance should still be good. 

 

 

Rx No. 4 behind the cockpit + spaghetti!  The white plug sends signal to the ESC. 
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When it stops raining and blowing and roasting, I'll give her another try and hopefully I won’t have to 
publish an addendum about the continuing saga of my little ARF. 

Is it any wonder I prefer to make my own aircraft?  ARFs take up far too much time. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wednesday FFF nights are now being held on site at Rowville somewhere near the VARMS 
shipping container.  A Service Victoria QR code for VARMS at Rowville is taped to the door of the 
container and the VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies. 

 
 

 
 

 
from Bruce Clapperton 

 
VARMS, in conjunction with the RCGA, is running a 2m ALES / 2m RES event at Diggers Rest, 
Sunday 27th of February 10am to 1pm.  This is your chance to find some great thermals with that 
OZ E-Res you built!  Meet at the Calder Park BP truck stop (Calder Freeway) by 9am for a car 
convoy to the flying site or contact me for directions to the site.  Do not enter the site before 9am.  
Leave all gates as you find them - closed or open. 
 
The event is 100 meter launch or 30 seconds motor run whichever comes first.  If you don't have an 
altimeter we can probably accommodate.  We can be a little flexible on models as well (eg. if your 
foamie has ailerons). 
 
F5K will run in the afternoon.  However, there should be some time for general flying if people wish 
to stay longer. 
 

Bruce Clapperton 0438 644 867. 
 
 

  

 
 

Model Plane plans offered free to members 

I have a large selection of slope soarer and thermal model plans (in full size format) for any club 
member who might wish to use any of these as a building project. 

If anyone in the Club has some interest, could they ring me to view the plans? 
 
Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 

For Sale 

2 Meter Glider Competition 
 
 

Wednesday 7:30 - 8:30pm via Zoom (link on website) – The 3Fs (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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Wanted to buy 

I wish to purchase, any one of the following models: 
 

 Multiplex Heron 2.4m kit or assembled model in flying format. 

 E-flight Mystique 2.9m RES ARF from Horizon Hobby in flying form. 

 Banggood DG-100 2.6m electric scale model. 

 Accessories suitable for any of these gliders, including: 
o Suitable 2.4GHz transmitter with battery and charger, 
o Flight pack for the receiver and speed controller to suit each glider. 

I am prepared to pay a good price for any suitable model in flight condition and with no crash 
damage or electronic “glitches” in the control equipment. 

Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Big Boys Toys 
Providers of an extensive 
range of aeromodelling 

supplies including 
Jeti 

Vladamir Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (Balsa Bill) of Alans Gippsland 
Hobbies for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

In addition Bill continues his sale with reductions on 
his already low prices. 
10% reduction on Balsa sheet and carbon strips, 
tubes, etc.  
15% off on – Square section Balsa; leading and 
trailing edge stock, plus triangular gusset section 
balsa. 
 

http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 
48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 
Note:  All measurements are in cm for Half Chest                 VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

To order please forward details of items and sizes to Lew Rodman, vp@varms.org.au 
 

 
Copyright in all material published in Aspectivity is retained by the author of the article. 

Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. or the Editor or Printer of Aspectivity. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content of Aspectivity. 

 

Contributions to the newsletter always welcome.  Address correspondence to:  editor@varms.org.au 
  

VARMS merchandise 

mailto:vp@varms.org.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, 

or any other Committee member. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until now, have had a home field in Wantirna and will soon be 
establishing a new home base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises regular competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow and self-launching (electric) gliders.  Members also enjoy a range of power and rotary wing 
models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) at the VARMS Clubroom or by 
Zoom and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the Meeting starts at 8.00pm.  Visitors are welcome.  
Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of interest to all aeromodellers followed by a cup of 
your favourite brew. 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

