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Hi All, 
 

Welcome to March and the beginning of autumn. 
 

“Patience is a virtue, seldom found in women, never in a man”.  We have been 
working with Knox Council continuously to try and find a way around the current 

delay in the start of the construction at Rowville, in particular the forming of the 
runway.  The current major stumbling block is related to the required roadworks on Stud Road. 

I have been advised that the contractor made application to the Department of Transport many weeks ago for a 
“Road Occupation Licence Agreement” to enable the start of construction of the new access point required for 

the site.  In my last contact with Council, they indicated that in spite of the Council’s efforts to expedite 
proceedings, the contractor is still awaiting the issue of the “licence” from DOT.  Though not directly relevant 

to us, for your interest, I have had Michael Best put a copy of the DOT licence application agreement that the 
contractor has to complete, on the website.  Makes interesting reading!!!!!!! 

 
A further update as of Monday 28th February.  We have just received a copy of a letter from Council to the 

community tenants at the Rowville Recreation Reserve explaining works that are to be carried out in the near 
future regarding the VARMS Rowville project.  Michael has put a copy of that letter on the website also.  It 

essentially indicates works to commence late March with completion mid-2022.  This schedule is however 
reliant on all things running smoothly – something that rarely occurs in real life. 

 
And a further update as of 2nd March (AM), the contractors are on site and have started the process of 

surveying all the vegetation exclusion zones – a process required before any actual works can commence.  It 
looks like things may be starting to move at long last!! 

 
On other matters, as advised by email there have been problems with the security of the swing gate at 

Rowville where the gate has been unable to be secured, or some groups have been locked out.  To minimise 
future problems, I have sprayed two links of the chain yellow.  These links must be joined with the VARMS 

padlock at all times whether the gate is open or closed. 

President’s report  Ron Hickman 

Issue 560 
 

March 2022 

 

The copy deadline for the next Aspectivity is one week prior to the general meeting which is held on the 
second Friday of the month (8th April) at Aimee Seebeck Hall and is therefore the 1st of April 2022 (no joke). 
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If the gate has been opened and left open by a VARMS member then they must ensure that the last VARMS 
member to leave the car park re-locks the gate.  If there are others present (footy, cricket or dogs) in the car 

park then they must be advised that VARMS will be locking the gate so they can either vacate the car park or 
use their own key to keep the car park open.  The simplest solution is to lock the gate closed behind you 

whether entering or leaving. 

 

The next club general meeting will be held face to face in the Aimee Seebeck Hall on Friday 11th Mar 
commencing 7.30pm. 

 
Ron Hickman 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Above and below right from March 3rd with heavy machinery making a start on the new Rowville runway. 

 

Andrew Allen’s Volare at Rowville, a seasonal visitor and a very interesting point post – all from Facebook. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

    

     

Moderator needed for the VARMS Facebook page. 
If you have the interest, a little time and a good helping of common sense then 
please volunteer to take this task off the President’s hands.  It’s an interesting 
job and you will get plenty of support to get started and gain the confidence to 

perform this essential role while giving something back to the club. 
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Date:  11 February 2022  

Time:  8:00 pm  

Venue:  Aimee Seebeck Hall 

Apologies:  D. Milne, M. Haysom, G. Moore and N. Murray 

Visitors:  None  

 

Meeting 

1. Opening.  Meeting was opened by the president, Ron Hickman, as Chairman, at 7:30 pm with 10 

members present. 

2. Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as sent via email were accepted. 

Moved: K. Schneider  Seconded: B. Clapperton  Passed 

3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes.  The following business was discussed. 

a. Social Membership.  The committee has discussed and approved the change to the 

description of a social member on the membership form. 

4. Correspondence. The following items of correspondence were received and sent. 

a. Received 

(1) Ms Sue Ryan regarding members trespassing on private property on the south side 
of Mount Hollowback. 

(2) Knox City Council – Updates to COVID policy and procedures. 

b. Sent 

(1) Consumer Affairs Victoria annual statement submitted. 

(2) KCC – Grant Thorne.  Letter of thanks for helping with obtaining the permission to 
fly at the new site. 

(3) KCC – Cr Darren Pearce.  Letter of thanks for moving the motion to relocate the 

club and the KCC’s efforts in making it happen. 

February 2022 General Meeting minutes 



 
Aspectivity March 2022 

 

(4) VMAA – Concern about the incorrect statements of fact in the slope soaring at 
Mount Hollowback article in December 2021 Bulletin regarding radio interference. 

5. Financial Report.  The treasurer was unable to present his report on the club’s finances, so the 

president gave a summary of the accounts and the following items were discussed. 

a. Security System.  The club will need to spend money on the security system for the new 

clubroom.  This is estimated to be around $8,000 for the installation of the security system, 

an additional cost for the computer system to drive it and it is likely there will also be an 

ongoing cost for monitoring. 

b. New Fridge.  The club will need to replace the old fridge that was left behind due to its age 

with a new one that will suit the new kitchen layout. 

c. Building Insulation.  There may be need for the club to pay for additional insulation for the 

walls of the new building. 

6. General Business.  The following items were discussed. 

a. Densley Road Slope Site.  It appears that this site has now been sold, so any agreement 

we have with the current owner will lapse on the transfer of the property to the new owner.  

The club will try to contact the new owner to see if it may be possible to keep the same 

access to the site that we currently enjoy. 

b. Temporary Flying Field Availability.  There has been a change to the availability of the 

current temporary flying fields for the club.  The temporary field will no longer be available 

at the following times due to it being used by other sporting clubs: 

(1) 4:00pm to 6:00pm Wednesday 

(2) All day Saturday 

(3) 8:00am to 12:00 midday Sunday 

7. Reports. The following items were discussed. 

a. 2m RES Event.  A 2m RES event with the RCGA 

has been organised for 10:00am to 1:00pm Sunday 27 Feb 2022 at Diggers Rest. 

b. Facebook Page.  The committee has taken over control of the Facebook page that was 

initially set up by some club members.  The committee has made the club president 

responsible for ensuring that the page is appropriately moderated for content and they are 

looking for suitable members to carry this out. 

c. Indoor Flying.  This is going well. 

d. Aerotow.  Danny Malcman is relocating to Gisborne and will no longer be able to 

coordinate the club aerotow events.  As this is a vital part of the club’s activities, the 
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committee is looking for ways to keep this alive in some way, particularly while we are 

without a flying field of our own.  The committee thanks Danny for all the great work he has 

done as an ambassador for the Aerotow discipline and in organising the club events over 

many years.  We wish him all the best for the future and look forward to seeing him on the 

flying field at future aerotow events.  The committee is looking for someone who can take 

over this role from Danny. 

8. Rowville Site.  The following items were discussed. 

a. Management of Facilities.  The club will need to review how we will maintain the new 

facilities, particularly with respect to cleaning and maintenance. 

9. Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 11 March 2022 at 8:00pm.  It is 

planned to be held in person at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in Rowville. 

Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:35 pm. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Aerotow Co-ordinator 
 

With Danny moving away, a new face is needed to step up and take on this role.  The co-
ordinator sets dates for aerotow events, makes weather calls, reports to General Meetings 

and probably does more besides.  Danny will be happy to fill you in and you might even be a 
regular aerotow attendee who already knows all this.  You don’t have to BYO tug or even a 
sail-plane, though it would help if you came along to most of the events.  If this is you, give 

Danny or the President a call and put smiles on their dials. 

  

Glenfern Road 
Access changes have just been made for VARMS members attending the Glenfern Rd site.  The owner 

is experiencing problems with the electric gates and has requested that they not be used to gain access 
for flying. 

With the permission of the owner the old personal gate entrance has now been reactivated and fitted 
with a chain and VARMS padlock.  In addition, the internal gate has been fitted with a return spring to 

keep the sheep from accessing the newly planted trees. 

The entrance “path” just inside the stone fence however is a little narrow and the first tree in the row 

has been protected by star pickets to prevent damage so you will need to be careful when entering and 
leaving. 

I should not need to remind members that we are extremely lucky to have a very accommodating 
landholder giving us access to a slope soaring site so close to the metro area. 

Many thanks to Lindsay Henderson for negotiating the arrangements with the owner and shedding 
copious quantities of blood on the barb wire with the modifications.            Ron Hickman 
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          Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc.  
              P.O. Box 4096, Knox City VIC 3152  
              Organisation No. A0001504U  
 

The Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change 
The Hon Liliana D’Ambrosio 
Level 16 
8 Nicholson St 
EAST MELBOURNE  3002               10/2/2022 
 

Dear Ms D’Ambrosio  
 

VARMS relocation to Rowville 

 

I write to thank you for your assistance (May 2018) in facilitating the discussion to relocate the 40-year-old 
VARMS flying field and clubrooms from the Knox Regional Sports Park in Wantirna. 

The preferred relocation site at the time was the Police Paddocks area at Rowville, which has been used for 
many years for the flying of model aircraft, however the difficulty for VARMS was in gaining official 
“permission to fly”, as the area involved 2 municipalities and numerous Government agencies - almost 
impossible for a small organization to negotiate. 

Following your representations, an onsite meeting was held between DELWP, City of Knox and VARMS in 
Nov 2018 and a tentative proposal to locate all infrastructure within the City of Knox, supported by a “flyover 
area” located in the adjacent municipality of Casey was developed. 

City of Knox agreed to be the coordinator for the relocation project due to multiple zoning issues and the 
number of agencies and stakeholders with interests in the proposed site. 

Formal “permission to fly” (over Casey and Knox) was granted by DELWP in June 2020, with a CASA height 
instrument issued in October 2021. 

Concurrently with the “permission to fly” negotiations, the City of Knox were developing plans for the 
(environmentally totally off grid!) infrastructure part of the project with planning approval granted in July 2021. 
A contract for construction was accepted in Dec 2021. 

In the meantime, City of Knox are assisting with the mental health and wellbeing of VARMS members by 
allowing access to alternative meeting facilities following the demolition of its Wantirna clubrooms in August 
2021. 

VARMS looks forward eagerly to the construction phase of the development, continuing to work positively 
with parties that have an interest and involvement in the area that we are very grateful and privileged to be 
allowed to share. 

Your Sincerely 

Ron Hickman 
Ron Hickman 
President VARMS 

President’s letter to the Minister - FYI 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: RalphS 
Sent: Tuesday, February 8, 2022 4:03 PM 
To: president@varms.org.au 
Subject: Fwd: Help 
 
Hi Ron, 
 
Steve Ralph here from Devonport Tas, with a weird request. 

I've not been flying soarers for the last 20 or so years and have recently had a nostalgia kick. 

I dug out my old Graupner gliders.  The Cirrus and Cumulus worked out well but the Foka was a disaster.  When I 
picked it up the polyethylene fuselage crumbled almost to dust in my hand. 

I seem to remember that back in the early 1970's someone at VARMS had a fibreglass mould for this model, and was 
wondering if anyone knew who it was and whether it still existed, and whether I could obtain a fuse from them. 

I have some more modern soarers but am a bit reluctant to throw them off the hill till I get a feel for it again. 

Regards 

Steve 

 
On 8/02/2022 8:11 pm, VARMS wrote: 

Hi Ian, 

Any ideas? 

Ron Hickman 

 
From: Ian Slack 
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 1:28 PM 
To: VARMS <varms@virtual.net.au> 
Subject: Re: FW: Help 

 
Hi Ron 

Have spoken to Col Collyer.  He can remember that there was a mould but he cannot remember who has it.  Maybe R. 
Goldman? 

Notice to all members or in Aspectivity? 

Cheers 

Ian 
 
 
 
 
 

A Memorial for John Gottschalk will be held at 10 AM on Tuesday 15th March.  
Members should already have received an invitation to attend.  If you missed the invitation 
to John’s Memorial that was sent out through VARMS email and would still like to 
attend please contact Vice President, Lew Rodman for details, vp@varms.org.au. 

John Gottschalk Memorial 
 
 

mailto:president@varms.org.au
mailto:varms@virtual.net.au
vp@varms.org.au
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The above useful chart is adapted from one that comes with some Hyperion batteries.  One reads often what a 

lipo cell can be safely discharged to - but then needs to do some calculating to work out what that means for a 
particular battery pack, say 3S.  Here the calculations are done already, including the critical STORAGE level. 

Interesting note at the bottom of the chart about leaving lipo batteries fully charged overnight.  I hope it is 
helpful for those who fly electric planes. 

Mike Ansell 
 
 

  

 
 

Model Plane plans offered free to members 

I have a large selection of slope soarer and thermal model plans (in full size format) for any club 
member who might wish to use any of these as a building project. 

If anyone in the Club has some interest, could they ring me to view the plans? 
 
Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 
 
Wanted to buy 

I wish to purchase, any one of the following models: 
 

For Sale 

LiPo battery capacity vs Voltage 
 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8   

Capacity Cell Cell Cell Cell Cell Cell Cell Cell Notes 

110% 4.35 8.70 13.05 17.40 21.75 26.10 30.45 34.80 G7 HvLi Full-Charge (only) 

100% 4.20 8.40 12.60 16.80 21.00 25.20 29.40 33.60 Standard LiPo Full-Charge 

90% 4.11 8.22 12.33 16.44 20.55 24.66 28.77 32.88 Normal Operating Voltage 

80% 4.02 8.04 12.06 16.08 20.10 24.12 28.14 32.16 Normal Operating Voltage 

70% 3.95 7.90 11.85 15.80 19.75 23.70 27.65 31.60 Normal Operating Voltage 

60% 3.87 7.74 11.61 15.48 19.35 23.22 27.09 30.96 Normal Operating Voltage 

50% 3.80 7.60 11.40 15.20 19.00 22.80 26.60 30.40 STORAGE 

40% 3.70 7.40 11.10 14.80 18.50 22.20 25.90 29.60 Long-Term Storage 

20% 3.60 7.20 10.80 14.40 18.00 21.60 25.20 28.80 Low Voltage 

<10% 3.50 7.00 10.50 14.00 17.50 21.00 24.50 28.00 Critical 

 

The above figures are off load and typical and subject to vary with cell type, age, quality, etc. 
 

To reduce the chance of battery failure always STORE your batteries immediately after use.  Leaving 
your batteries fully charged overnight can cause serious negative effects! 
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 Multiplex Heron 2.4m kit or assembled model in flying format. 

 E-flight Mystique 2.9m RES ARF from Horizon Hobby in flying form. 

 Banggood DG-100 2.6m electric scale model. 

 Accessories suitable for any of these gliders, including: 
o Suitable 2.4GHz transmitter with battery and charger, 
o Flight pack for the receiver and speed controller to suit each glider. 

I am prepared to pay a good price for any suitable model in flight condition and with no crash 
damage or electronic “glitches” in the control equipment. 

Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 
 
For Sale 

Set of made up main wings from an ASK6E (?) built by Daryl Coates.  Yellow with red trim, 2.8m 
span.  Futaba S133 aileron servos installed.  Spoilers included but not yet cut.  Some joiner tubes in 
aluminium or carbon.  Suit a builder or someone with a fuselage. 

Asking $40. 

Contact Tony Fryer 
on 0437 617 206 
or 9547 0070 

 

 
 
 

The Wednesday FFF nights are now being held on site at Rowville somewhere near the VARMS 
shipping container.  A Service Victoria QR code for VARMS at Rowville is taped to the door of the 
container and the VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the Covid-Safe Plan in the 
Member Updates section of the VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

[Ed.  This is an image of a Schleicher Ka 6 from Wikipedia which 
might or might not be the model in question.  The Ka 6E which 
came later in the series had a wheel rather than a skid. 
P.S.  I don’t mean the hang glider.] 
 

 

 
Wednesday 7:30 - 8:30pm – The 3Fs (Fly, Food, Fix) 
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Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (‘Balsa Bill’) 
of Alan’s Gippsland Hobbies 
for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

 
Bill continues his sale with reductions on already low prices. 

10% reduction on balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  

15% off on square section balsa; leading and trailing edge 
stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

 

CoG forward 
“Wise” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CoG aft? 

Hmm 

Articles for Aspectivity 
Enjoy the articles from members in Aspectivity?  What about sharing your ideas 

and experiences?  If it interests you, it will probably interest other members too. 
Don’t worry about formatting, just send copy to editor@varms.org.au 

 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
editor@varms.org.au
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Colour XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total 
48 62 65 68 71 74 77 

         

Royal 
$72.50 

        

JK01 Stadium Jacket                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 77.5 80 85 

Navy 
$72.50 

          

JB Flying Jacket                              Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 75 

Royal 
$39.05 

         

JB ½ zip Polar Fleece                      Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL Total 
55 57.5 60 62.5 65 67.5 70 72.5 

Navy 
$40.15 

         

JB Crew Fleecy                                Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Royal 
$24.20 

          

JB Polo                                             Embroidered VARMS logo left chest 
53 

 

Colour S M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 5XL 7XL Total 
53.5 56 58.5 61 63.5 66.5 70 73.5 80.5 

Navy 
$26.40 

          

JB Polo with Pocket                        Embroidered VARMS logo left chest above pocket 
Note:  All measurements are in cm for Half Chest                 VARMS caps & beanies are also available at $15 each 
 

To order please forward details of items and sizes to Lew Rodman, vp@varms.org.au 
 

 
Copyright in all material published in Aspectivity is retained by the author of the article. 

Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the view of VARMS Inc. or the Editor or Printer of Aspectivity. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content of Aspectivity. 

 

Contributions to the newsletter especially welcome.  Address correspondence to:  editor@varms.org.au 
  

VARMS merchandise you need 

mailto:vp@varms.org.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info on VARMS 
 
Current Members: If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so that we can maintain the correct 

addressing of this Newsletter. 
 
Potential Members: If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary, 

or any other Committee member. 
 
 

  
 
 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until now, have had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises regular competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and self-launching (electric) gliders.  Members also enjoy a range of power and 
rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in 
Rowville (or by Zoom) and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  
Visitors are welcome.  Formalities and sometimes a special presentation are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

