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Hi All, 
 

Well at last we have significant works going on at Rowville, the 
area for the clubhouse has been built up and the runway has 

been set out, it appears huge!!!!.  Alan Mayhew and I have a 
meeting scheduled with Council this week to clarify a few 

points and the appearance of safety flags on the cables outside 
our proposed entrance is hopefully a good sign of progress in 

this area. 
 

Last year we lost one of our long-time members - John Gottschalk.  Whilst others have covered his story 
in detail, a very well attended and moving Covid-delayed memorial service was held on 15th March for 

friends and family to reflect on John’s life.  During the service, videos of John and his models were 
played.  Links to selected portions of the video presented at the service have been put on the website for 

those wishing to remind themselves of the extent of John’s impact in the modeling world.  
 

Back onto the flying front, as I am sure everybody is aware, Council is allowing us to use the bottom oval 
at Rowville as a temporary take-off/landing site when it is not being used for other scheduled purposes.  

 
With the finish of the cricket season, we now move on to the winter football program.  Those visiting 

Rowville in the last few days will have noticed the two change rooms to which we have access, have been 
labelled “Women’s Away” and Women’s Home”.  I have corresponded with the Women’s footy co-

ordinator and she informs me that the juniors are finishing this weekend and there is no scheduled use for 
the bottom oval on a Sunday.  Therefore “If it is not being used for football then we have permission to 

fly”.  Obviously, if the change rooms are being used by the ladies at any time we are not permitted access 
– gender diversity only goes so far!  We have been asked to keep Saturdays clear (Council have not 

allocated the oval to us on a Saturday) as the oval is used for warm-ups for the top oval.  Weekdays are 
clear; however, we need to be aware that training may take place, usually in the evenings. 

 
The Committee at its last meeting recommended to keep VARMS membership fees for the 2022/23 

financial year at the same discounted rate as last year.  The Treasurer indicated that the fees at this rate, 
using past expenditure as a guide, ended up being roughly cost neutral.  Also of consideration in the 
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decision was the likelihood that we will have some fairly hefty expenses going forward for both capital 
expenditure and service/maintenance fees. 

 
Onwards and upwards. 

 
Ron Hickman 

Above pic from March 7th with heavy machinery making progress on the new Rowville runway. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

        Moderator needed for the VARMS Facebook page.          

In response to the appeal in the last Aspectivity Mick Clifford has volunteered to 
take on the role of VARMS Facebook Moderator and his appointment was 
approved at the March 29 Committee meeting.  The President remains officially 
in this role but may delegate as appropriate and Mick will exercise this authority.  
Thanks Michael for sticking your hand up and doing your bit for the club. 
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Date:  11 March 2022  

Time:  7:40 pm  

Venue:  Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville 

Apologies:  M. Haysom, L. Nagy, B. Clapperton and N. Murray 

Visitors:  Ian Jemmerson  

 

Meeting 

1. Opening.  The meeting was opened by Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30pm with sixteen 

members present.    A. Mahew was minute taker. 
 
2. Previous Minutes. The previous minutes as printed in Aspectivity were accepted. 
 
 Moved: M. Barlow Seconded: P. Cossins Passed 
 
3. Business Arising from Previous Minutes. 
 

a. Densley Rd Kilcunda has been sold and someone from the group that uses the site 
needs to contact the new owners to confirm whether flying is going to be allowed to 
continue. 

b. Danny Malcman is moving to Gisborne and will not be able to organise aerotow in the 
future. 

c. The memorial service for John Gottschalk is to be held at Heritage Funerals on 
Tuesday 15th March commencing 10am. 

 

4. Correspondence. 

a. Received 

i. Knox Council advising construction details at Rowville. 

ii. M. Clifford offering to assist with Facebook moderation. 

iii. Textron Systems re approval of loan of Aerosonde aircraft. 

iv. KCC confirming VARMS communication contacts with Council. 

b. Sent. 

i. Email to members re RCGA event at Diggers Rest. 

ii. Email to KCC listing outstanding issues with the Rowville project and 
requesting a meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report was presented.  A motion to accept it was made. 

 Moved:  C. Hudnutt Seconded:  K. Fryer Passed 
 
6. General Business.  The following items were discussed. 
 

a. Lew informed the meeting that VARMS clothing is not currently being purchased due to 
uncertainty with the supplier. 

March 2022 General Meeting minutes 
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b. Access to the oval for flying is dependent on footy training.  Ron informed the meeting 
that there was no scheduled junior training this coming Sunday but the following two 
weekends are booked.  We can however fly when the oval is not being used for footy 
or cricket.  We have made application to Council for continued use of the oval for the 
winter season, but have yet to receive confirmation.  Phil indicated that footy training 
will move to the top oval when cricket finishes. 

c. Work has commenced on the club-room car park earthworks; however, the contractors 
work schedule is challenged awaiting a DOT permit for works on Stud Rd. 

 
7. Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 8th April 2022 at 8:00pm.  It is 

planned to be held in person at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in Rowville. 

Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:09 pm. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
As reported on the VARMS Facebook page 
recently and at the March General meeting, it 
would seem that the Densley Road site near 
Kilcunda has recently been sold as a potential 
house site. 
 
We wait with bated breath to find out whether the 
new owner will permit the previous flying 
arrangements to continue. 

Aerotow Co-ordinator 
 

With Danny Malcman moving away, a new face is needed to co-ordinate 

aerotow.  The co-ordinator sets dates for aerotow events, makes weather calls, 
reports to General Meetings and probably more.  Danny can fill you in.  Heck, 
you might even be a regular aerotow-er.  You don’t need a tug or even a sail-
plane, though it would help if you came to the events.  If you’d like to chip in, 

give Danny or the President a call and help put fellers behind their propellers. 

  

Densley Road sold 
 
 

 



Aspectivity April 2022 

 

MARCH 2022  

Top citizens honoured 

Retailers extend outdoor space 

Fairpark Reserve overhaul 
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We can now look forward to a bright future and continue to be a 

proud, contributing and positive member of the Knox community.’ 

 

After 46 years, the Victorian 
Association of Radio Model Soarers is 

on the move to a new home at Rowville 

Recreation Reserve. 

The $1.5 million clubhouse, car park and 
runway will be purpose built to meet the 
needs of the club, which is relocating to 
make way for the expansion of the State 
Basketball Centre. 
The clubhouse will feature cutting edge 
sustainability, including solar panels and 
batteries, water tanks, and a composting 
toilet and waste water system allowing it 
to be essentially an off grid facility but 
providing all the modern conveniences  
that the club requires. 
President Ron Hickman says that the club 
is about much more than aeromodelling 
and provides more than 200 members with 
an environment in which they can socialise 

and support each other without external 
pressures. 
“VARMS can now look forward to a 
bright future and continue to be a proud, 
contributing and positive member of the 
Knox community,” Ron says. 

Retired president Ross Armstrong says the 
club contributes positively to men’s health 
and wellbeing. 

“Too many men don’t talk about feelings 
and emotions and don’t take an interest in 
their health and wellbeing,” he says. 

“They may be reluctant to talk about their 
emotions and that means that they usually 
don’t ask for help.” 

VARMS provides a safe and busy environment 
where men can feel good about themselves, be 

productive, contribute to the community, 
connect with friends and maintain an active 
body and mind, Ross says. 

“Many members attend the club to have a yarn 
and a cuppa as well as engage in 
aeromodelling”, he says 

“For over 50 years, VARMS has been 
contributing to members’ health and wellbeing 

and helping them to remain valued and 
productive members of our community.

The above article has been reprinted from the Knox News. 

 
 

 

 

Ron Hickman at Rowville  
Recreation Reserve. 

Club spreads 

its wings 

For more information, visit   
varms.org.au 
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by Professor Greg Egan 

Some of you may have been curious about the large model with a pusher configuration 
hanging from the roof of the old Clubhouse and carrying the name “Lawrence Hargrave” 
and the Monash University logo.  Much of the story of Aerosonde is contained in the letter 
from Jack Kormas of Textron and the Wikipedia extract (below) including its record 
autonomous crossing of the Atlantic. 

It all started, or so the story goes, with Tropical Cyclone Tracy (Christmas 1974). Primary 
weather data for weather prediction is gathered using balloons and radiosondes to measure air pressure etc. 
at various altitudes.  Balloons however do not fly upwind and for Tracy that meant not having enough data 
out over the Indian Ocean.  The solution, developed over a beer or three, was to go down to the local model 
shop buy a suitable aircraft, pop a radiosonde sensor package on it and launch the resulting combination to 
where you needed to obtain data.  The aircraft needed to have a very long range, have a pusher motor to 
keep the sensors out of the exhaust and of course have an autopilot.  Several years later the resulting 
Aerosonde was routinely flying including into hurricanes and cyclones and monitoring the arctic ice shelf. 

 

Prof Greg Egan and Dr Greg Holland 

Aerosonde – Lawrence Hargrave 
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The link with VARMS came as part of an initial handshake agreement between Dr Greg Holland, the then 
Aerosonde CEO, and Prof Greg Egan of Monash University with the soon to be named Lawrence Hargrave 
being handed to Monash the 20 April 2000.  Greg’s Department was home to the Centre for 
Telecommunications and Information Engineering (CTIE) within which the Aerobotics interest group had 
been formed.  The original research focus was real-time aerial video links or an “Eye in the Sky”.  These 
capabilities, principally involving Dr Terry Cornall of CTIE, were of interest to Aerosonde.  CTIE was a very 
early contributor to video compression standards including MPEG which many of us now routinely use for 
video on demand services (Netflix, Stan etc). 

Ray Cooper was the Chief (and only) Pilot for Monash and the main test site was Brigg’s Field, although 
flights were conducted at a number of other locations.  Monash and Aerosonde did not conduct joint flight 
trials.  Greg and Ray were and are VARMS members, as were a number of other Monash staff at the time. 

Ray adapted the Lawrence Hargrave to be ROG rather than off the roof rack of a speeding car.  Under the 
agreement with Aerosonde Lawrence was always flown line of sight under manual control on 36MHz and 
was not autonomous.  Lawrence was flown for a handful of years including in display days at various Club 
and other sites. 

 

 

Video link with Greg, Peter Cossins, Dr Terry Cornall, Ray and Prof John Bird 
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The Hargrave Library at Monash held a number of Hargrave’s papers and models of his aircraft.  The launch 
of Lawrence was attended by Dick Hargrave the great grandson of Lawrence Hargrave.  Dick remained a 
good friend of the Monash Group in the following years. 

Ray subsequently built a number of other Monash aircraft with design input from Greg Egan.  They were all 
flying wings with one being named the Duigan, after John Duigan.  The Duigan family were represented at its 
launch but that is another story. 

 

 

Greg and Ray incognito preparing Lawrence for flight 
 

At one point Monash purchased a thousand acres at Port Welshpool for use as a test range by Aerosonde 
and others.  The suggested location and purchase was made with the encouragement of the Victorian 
Government.  If it had received funding it would probably have been the first civilian UAV test range; yet 
another story. 

Aerosonde as a company had a great deal of input from other VARMS members including notably Col 
Collyer in airframe production and David Hobby as Chief Aerosonde Pilot. 
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There are many videos of the Aerobotics Group and VARMS members one of which, from way back in 2001, 
is here:   20010726 Aerobotics - UAV "Lawrence Hargrave" Aerosonde @ Brigg's Field 

 

 

 

 
 

adapted from Wikipedia, 12th March 2022 

The AAI Aerosonde is a small unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) designed to collect weather data, including 
temperature, atmospheric pressure, humidity, and wind measurements over oceans and remote areas.  The 
Aerosonde was developed by Insitu, and is now manufactured by Aerosonde Ltd, which is a strategic 
business of AAI Corporation.  The Aerosonde is powered by a modified Enya R120 model aircraft engine, 
and carries on board a small computer, meteorological instruments, and a GPS receiver for navigation.  It is 
also used by the United States Armed Forces for intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance. 

Design and development 
On August 21, 1998, a Phase 1 Aerosonde nicknamed "Laima", after the ancient Latvian deity of good 
fortune, completed a 3,270 km flight across the Atlantic Ocean.  This was the first crossing of the Atlantic 
Ocean by a UAV; at the time, it was also the smallest aircraft ever to cross the Atlantic (the smallest aircraft 
record was subsequently broken by the Spirit of Butts Farm UAV).  Launched from a roof rack of a moving 
car due to its lack of undercarriage, Laima flew from Newfoundland, Canada, to Benbecula, an island off the 
coast of Scotland, in 26 hours 45 minutes in stormy weather, using approximately 5.7 litres of petrol.  Other 
than for take-off and landing, the flight was autonomous, without external control, at an altitude of 1,680 
meters.  Aerosondes have also been the first unmanned aircraft to penetrate tropical cyclones, with an initial 
mission in 2001 followed by eye penetrations in 2005. 

Operational history 
On 5 March 2012, the U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) awarded AAI a contract to provide the 
Aerosonde-G for their Mid-Endurance UAS II program.  The catapult-launched air vehicle has a take-off 
weight 34.1 or 36 kg depending on engine type, with endurance of over 10 hours and an electro-
optic/infrared and laser-pointer payload.  The Aerosonde has been employed by SOCOM and U.S. Naval Air 
Systems Command (NAVAIR) under the designation MQ-19 under service provision contracts.  A typical 
system comprises four air vehicles and two ground control stations that are accommodated in tents or 
tailored to fit in most vehicles.  The system can also include remote video terminals for individual users to 
uplink new navigation waypoints and sensor commands to, and receive sensor imagery and video from, the 
vehicle from a ruggedised tablet device.  Originally, the Aerosonde suffered from engine-reliability issues, but 
Textron says it has rectified those issues. 

By November 2015, Textron Systems was performing Aerosonde operations in "eight or nine" countries for 
its users, including the U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Air Force, and SOCOM, as well as for commercial users 
consisting of a customer in the oil and gas industry.  Instead of buying hardware, customers pay for "sensor 
hours," and the company decides how many aircraft are produced to meet requirements.  4,000 fee-for-
service hours were being performed monthly and the Aerosonde had exceeded 110,000 flight hours in 
service.  

More on the Aerosonde 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5F3_fmhtEc
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Specifications 
Crew:   Remote-Controlled 
Length:  5 ft 8 in (1.7 m) 
Wingspan:  9 ft 8 in (2.9 m) 
Height:   2 ft 0 in (0.60 m) 
Wing area:  6.1 ft2 (0.57 m2) 
Empty:   22lb (10 kg) 
Loaded:  28.9 lb (13.1 kg) 
Powerplant:  Modified Enya R120 
model aircraft engine, 1.74 hp (1280 W) 
Lycoming El-005 Multi Fuel power plant 
Performance 

Maximum speed: 45 mph (72 km/h)  
Range:   100 miles (150 km) 
Service ceiling: 15,000 ft (4,500 m) 
Rate of climb:  ft/min (m/min) 
Wing loading   5 lb/ft2 (23 kg/m2) 
Power/Mass:  0.06 hp/lb (98 W/kg) 
 

Image above by Greg Goebel - https://www.flickr.com/photos/37467370@N08/7478839356/ 

 
 

 

 

 

7th March 2022 

 

The President 
Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc 

P.O.Box 4096 
Knox City Vic     3152 

 

Subject:  Robotic Aircraft “Lawrence Hargrave” 

 

Dear Ron, 
 

Thank you for your letter of 31st March 2021 informing us that you have in your possession the Aerosonde 

robotic aircraft model “Laurence Hargrave”. 

For your interest, the history of this aircraft is best summed up in an extract from the commemoration letter 

produced on Monash University letterhead for the first public flight of the reconfigured “Lawrence Hargrave” 
on May 7th 2000.  This commemorative document was carried aboard the first public flight of the “Lawrence 

Hargrave” Aerosonde Robotic Aircraft at Bairnsdale, Victoria on the occasion of:  Airshow 2000. Sunday 
May 7th 2000. 

The “Lawrence Hargrave” has been named in honour of Lawrence Hargrave the Australian aviation pioneer 
1850 - 1915.  This remote pilot configuration of an Aerosonde robotic aircraft was provided to Monash 

https://www.flickr.com/people/37467370@N08/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/37467370@N08/7478839356/
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University Australia for research and development by Dr. Greg Holland – Aerosonde Robotic Aircraft Ltd. 
Australia on 29th Jan 2000 to commemorate Hargrave’s 150th birthday. 

The Aerosonde is a small unmanned weather reconnaissance aircraft which transmits real time meteorological 
data from the onboard radio sondes.  The three-metre wingspan Aerosonde can be programmed to fly 

autonomously for over 20 hours over thousands of kilometres, and land by itself.  Its missions include routine 
monitoring, tracking of storms and research. 

The “Lawrence Hargrave” is serial number 3 from the first fleet of Aerosonde robotic aircraft developed for 
use by the Bureau of Meteorology, Australia.  One of the aircraft of this fleet, the “Laima” was the first 

robotic aircraft to fly the Atlantic Ocean on August 20th 1998 and is now on permanent display at the Seattle 
Museum of Flight, Washington, USA. 

This first public flight of the “Laurence Hargrave” on May 7th 2000 was launched by Dick Hargrave, as a 
tribute to the pioneering contribution made by Lawrence Hargrave in the development of the aviation age.  It 

notes the symbolic relationship between Lawrence Hargrave’s interest in the development of flying machines 
to aid meteorological observation and the development objective of the Aerosonde robotic aircraft, as an 

airborne global weather reconnaissance system. 

Textron Systems Australia, as the now owner of “Aerosonde Pty. Ltd.” was established in 1995 in Melbourne, 

and has been a pioneer in Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) for more than two decades.  Today, we continue 
to deliver innovative UAS solutions to the region.  Textron Systems Australia is a wholly owned entity of 

Textron, Inc., a Fortune 500 company.  Textron’s global network of aerospace businesses includes respected 
brands such as Beechcraft®, BellTM, Cessna®, Hawker® and LycomingTM. 

Textron Systems acknowledges VARMS concerns that this important Australian named aircraft should 
ultimately reside with an appropriate national body dedicated to recording the history of Australian aviation, 

however we wish to retain ownership of the “Lawrence Hargrave” at this time.  However, recognising the 
significant involvement of VARMS and its members in the early development of the “Lawrence Hargrave”, 

with Monash University, Textron Systems Australia would be pleased to allow VARMS to retain the robotic 
aircraft “Lawrence Hargrave” on loan for display in its new clubrooms at Rowville for the foreseeable future.  

I would personally like to thank VARMS and its members for ensuring the ongoing preservation of this 
important piece of Australian aviation history. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Jack Kormas 

Managing Director 
Textron Systems Australia 
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[Ed.  Question: Is the Lawrence Hargrave still operational and, if so, who knows how to work it? 

C. Collyer Answer:  Operational. Not by Aerosonde’s requirements, although it probably could be made to 
represent what they flew back then, although I doubt that there would be any operational avionics still around 
that work.  As for Monash specs, probably still ok, but payloads will have moved on... 
 
Question:  Is/was the Lawrence Hargrave capable of autonomous flight, e.g. replicating the Atlantic crossing 

by the Laima (1998) or is it always remotely piloted by a human on a radio? 

C. Collyer Answer:  Was,  …  not now.] 
 

 
 
 
 
 

by Lew Rodman 

After cancellations due to Covid restrictions, John’s Memorial was finally held at the Heritage Funeral 
Services chapel on Tuesday the 15th March starting at 10:00AM with about sixty people in attendance. 

The ceremony started with introductions by the celebrant followed by the family members lighting candles in 
a silent prayer.  After this, the celebrant spoke of John’s early life in Germany and the turmoil faced as a result 

of the Second World War and how his family had escaped the Russians in the East and made it to West Berlin 
and relative safety. 

During his training as a machinist in Germany, John saw a magazine featuring a story about Australia and 
decided this was where he wanted to be for a better life.  He then set about making plans to emigrate here: 

firstly some English lessons and then read as much as he could about Australia. 

Arriving in the early ‘50s John soon found work as a machinist and it wasn’t long after that his fiancé, Ilse, 

joined him here.  And, as they say in the classics, the rest is history. 

Eulogies from his children followed.  John’s daughter and carer spoke of her life living at home with her three 

brothers.  There had been troubled times in her earlier years but, she added, as time went on she was able to 
come to terms with her past and put it behind her.  Two of his sons followed with their own stories of life at 

home growing up and some stand-out memories.  Unfortunately, his youngest son could not be present 
because of Covid symptoms but was ably proxied by his wife with a lovely story from John’s past travels.  

Ralph Learmonth came forward and spoke at length about his long-standing friendship with John, recalling, 
amongst other things, gliding trips away in the early days at VARMS and also various club projects in which 

they were jointly involved.  Following on, Peter Cossins outlined his long friendship with John who had, at 
times, assisted him in many ways with videos and electronics for his large German scale models.  Peter also 

commented on John’s enjoyment when he had taken him on flights in his flying group’s Cessna aircraft.  Lew 
Rodman made up the trio and spoke about John’s involvement with the Men’s Shed indoor aviation group.  

There had been many good times with lasting memories. 

The celebrant continued sharing more reflections of early family life in Australia followed by a montage of 

photos of John’s life shown on a large screen.  Finally, John’s eldest son addressed those present and read out 
a very emotional letter that John had written before his passing in which he thanked his family for a wonderful 

life. 

John Gottschalk Memorial report 
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This brought the memorial to a timely conclusion.  Folks were invited to attend the Knox Club where a private 
room had been set up.  During an excellent lunch, entertainment was provided by a video compilation of 

John’s modelling exploits running in the background. 

A fitting memorial.  One of which John would have been proud. 

 
 

 
  

 
 

Model Plane plans offered free to members 

I have a large selection of slope soarer and thermal model plans (in full size format) for any club 
member who might wish to use any of these as a building project. 

If anyone in the Club has some interest, could they ring me to view the plans? 
 
Wanted to buy 

I wish to purchase, any one of the following models: 

 Multiplex Heron 2.4m kit or assembled model in flying format. 

 E-flight Mystique 2.9m RES ARF from Horizon Hobby in flying form. 

 Banggood DG-100 2.6m electric scale model. 

 Accessories suitable for any of these gliders, including: 
o Suitable 2.4GHz transmitter with battery and charger, 
o Flight pack for the receiver and speed controller to suit each glider. 

I am prepared to pay a good price for any suitable model in flight condition and with no crash 
damage or electronic “glitches” in the control equipment. 

Contact Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 for either of the above adverts. 
 
For Sale 

Set of made up main wings from an ASK6E (?) built by Daryl Coates.  Yellow with red trim, 2.8m 
span.  Futaba S133 aileron servos installed.  Spoilers included but not yet cut.  Some joiner tubes in 
aluminium or carbon.  Suit a builder or someone with a fuselage. 

Asking $40.   Contact Tony Fryer on 0437 617 206, or 9547 0070. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wednesday FFF (Fly, Feed, Fix) nights are now being held at RRR (Rowville Recreation 
Reserve) somewhere near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm each week.  A 
Service Victoria QR code for VARMS at Rowville is taped to the door of the container and the 
VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the Covid-Safe Plan in the Member Updates 
section of the VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

For Sale/Wanted to Buy 

The 3Fs @ the 3Rs 

http://www.varms.org.au/
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Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (‘Balsa Bill’) 
of Alan’s Gippsland Hobbies 
for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

 
Bill continues his sale with reductions on already low prices. 

10% reduction on balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  

15% off on square section balsa; leading and trailing edge 
stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

 

Articles for Aspectivity 
Enjoy the articles from members in Aspectivity?  What about sharing your ideas and 
experiences?  If something interests you, it’ll probably interest other members too.  
Send your thoughts and pictures too, to editor@varms.org.au. 

 

 

??  Curiosity  ?? 
 

Ed.  I found this picture in the Word clip art.  

Can any of our more technically-minded 

readers elucidate the curious design features – 

what looks like rotating louvres on the wing-

tips, front-mounted engine, etc.?  Is this a 

full-size craft?  Is it on a tow-line or is that a 

sensor in front of the prop?  Has it prop 

clearance for ROG?  Is it Swiss? 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info 
 
If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 
 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until mid-2021, had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in 
Rowville (or by Zoom) and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  
Visitors are welcome.  Formalities and sometimes a special presentation are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 
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