
Aspectivity May 2022 

 
 

Search for VARMS on Facebook 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Hi All, 
 

Well things seem to be moving again at Rowville, many of us 
became concerned when the contractor’s heavy machinery 

disappeared from the site, however it would appear that that 
was just part of the works schedule.  The first sign that 

something was starting to happen again was when Vic Roads 
resurfaced the roadway past our new proposed entrance and 

then went on to complete the line marking for the roadway and 
bike lane.  This apparently is a standard government action to 

set the scene for modifying roadworks to commence, and on Monday an excavator duly started to dig up the 
newly surfaced roadway and bike lane markings.  These initial works however were exploratory only with, I 

believe, the actual entrance works to commence in the next couple of weeks. 

In the meantime, a grader was at work all day Monday (2/5) laser leveling the runway with a slight drainage 

slope west to east.  Seeding is scheduled to start Tues (3/5).  In addition, a full construction fence has now 
been completed around the building/carpark area. 

On top of all this, our contact at Council has changed.  The Council project coordinator has been on holidays, 
and we have just received the preliminary first draft of the licence agreement for the field.  The committee 

have briefly looked at the licence arrangement with the main concerns surrounding the conditions applying to 
the permission to fly.  We will need to negotiate and clarify a number of items relating to who is looking after 

what and the Council have yet to confirm the exclusion areas near the clubrooms and what areas can be 
slashed.  The rest of the 52-page doc is a pretty standard agreement based on our previous licence arrangement 

at Wantirna.  For those who are interested, a copy of the preliminary draft has been made available to 
members on the website. 

With the works starting to crank up we will need to be careful that we modify our current flying patterns at 
Rowville to ensure that we do not fly over the construction site, in particular the fenced off area where the 

clubrooms are being constructed. 

President’s Rant  Ron Hickman 

Issue 562 
 

May 2022 

 

Copy deadline for the next Aspectivity is the 3rd of June, one week prior to the general meeting 
which is held on the second Friday of the month (10th June) at Aimee Seebeck Hall. 
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Just a reminder that the next general meeting is on the 13th May at the Aimee Seebeck Hall at Rowville and 
that at some time during this month the MAAA will be determining their fees for the coming year.  Shortly 

after the MAAA have determined their fees, the VARMS online renewal form will become active.  
Incidentally, we have written to the VMAA requesting consideration of a discount on the MAAA fees due to 

Covid. 

It is heartening to see the number of members continuing to use the temporary flying area at Rowville to good 

purpose and I hope that this continues as well as the number of members who are actively flying at other 
venues both local and interstate 

Onwards and upwards. 

Ron Hickman 

 
VARMS construction site at Rowville Recreation Reserve looking south on 8 th April with Stud Rd on the right and Port 
Philip Bay just visible in the distance.  Aerial photos of the site were taken by Tim Stewart and more are on show in the 
Members Area of www.varms.org.au. 

 

www.varms.org.au
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Date:  8 April 2022  

Time:  7:31 pm  

Venue:  Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville 

Apologies:  D. Milne, M. Haysom, I. Jemmeson, T. Rawlins, N. Murray 

Visitors:  None  

April 2022 General Meeting minutes 

 
11th March looking north 

 
21st March 

 
30th March 

 
8th April 
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Meeting 

1) Opening.  Meeting was opened by the president, Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:31 pm with 11 

members present. 

2) Previous Minutes.  The previous minutes as published in Aspectivity were accepted. 

Moved: K. Schneider  Seconded: B. Clapperton  Passed 

3) Business Arising from Previous Minutes. The following item was discussed. 

a) Facebook Moderator.  The president of the club has appointed Michael Clifford as the Facebook 

page moderator. 

4) Correspondence.  The following items of correspondence were received and sent. 

a) Received 

i) KCC – Request for a single point of contact with the KCC and for members not to contact the 

council directly. 

ii) Textron Systems Australia – Letter confirming that they wish to keep possession of the Lawrence 

Hargrave UAV but are happy to leave it in the club’s care on loan so it may continue to be 

displayed in the club room. 

iii) Mardi Howell – Confirming that the late Stan Howell wanted to donate his models to the club to 

help people learn to fly. 

iv) Coverforce Complete Insurance Brokers – Requesting information about the current disposition of 

the club assets. 

b) Sent 

i) KCC – Application for installing cameras at Rowville site. 

ii) Mardi Howell – Thanking Stan for the models and arranging their delivery. 

5) Financial Report.  The treasurer was unable to present his report on the club’s finances, so the 

president gave a summary of the accounts. 

6) General Business.  The following items were discussed. 

a) Stan Howell’s Bequest.  Stan Howell bequeathed his models to the club and members to help 

others learn to fly.  There is still a Radian Pro [Ed. now re-homed] and a speed model available to any 

member that can make use of them, a letter of thanks to Stan’s family is all that is required. 

b) Temporary Flying Field Availability.  The club now has exclusive access to the temporary field on 

Sundays.  The KCC will be sending out an enforcement officer to check on the field’s usage on 

Sundays to remove anyone using the field without permission. 
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c) Drone Incidents at the Flying Field.  A drone flown by someone from Brady Road in FPV appears 

to have flown out of range and crashed near some members at the flying field.  A second drone was 

found crashed on the flying field with the battery having been ejected.  No one has claimed this 

model. 

7) Reports.  There were no reports presented. 

8) Rowville Site.  The following items were discussed. 

a) Runway completion.  The new runway construction has been completed and though it appears to be 

too rough for use at this stage it was been seeded with grass.  We may have to accept the runway in 

its current condition and improve it at our own cost or via grants in the future. 

b) Pits Area.  We have highlighted to the council that the area from the pits to the runway is a high 

traffic area and should be level with the runway. 

c) Pits Shelter.  We have asked for a concrete floor to the pits shelters, however as this is a variation on 

the plan, it would hold up construction significantly.  We will look to concreting the area after 

handover. 

d) Mowing Permission.  The club has a meeting planned with the KCC to determine which areas of the 

property can be mown and to what extent. 

e) Old Fence Posts.  There is an old fence line that runs through the property.  The wire has been 

removed, but the fence posts must remain in place.  While they do abut the southern end of the 

runway, they should not be a problem. 

f) Clubroom Flooring.  We have asked the council to change the flooring from carpet to polished 

concrete to which they have agreed.  The floors of the kitchen and bathroom will remain as vinyl. 

g) Security System.  We are still not sure who will be paying for the security system at this time. 

h) LiPo Charging on Verandah.  The KCC has no objection to us putting busbars on the outside of the 

building that are fed from within the building to allow outside charging of batteries. 

i) Roller Doors.  The KCC don’t want to change the number of roller doors on the building as that 

would be a variation that would hold up the project for quite some time.  We will accept the building as 

is and make alterations if needed in the future with our own funds or with the help of grants where 

possible. 

j) Lease of New Property.  The lease was raised with the KCC.  The new lease will need to include the 

overall flying area as well as the actual flying field and buildings.  This is complicated by the fact the 

flying area is technically part of another council.  We are working with the KCC to have this all brought 

under a single instrument to make the management and renewal of the lease easier in the future. 

9) Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held on Friday, 13 May 2022 at 7:30pm.  It is planned to 

be held in person at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in Rowville. 

10) Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:25 pm. 
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Knox Council workshop invitation 
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by Prof Greg Egan 

The Aerosonde provided to Monash came as a bare airframe with a standard Enya 28cc engine.  Aerosonde 

did not provide any electronics or fuel injection capability and so there was absolutely no disclosure of their 
core IP.  The Agreement prevented us from performing any autonomous flight at all although we had the 

capability of installing Monash autopilots which we did in our other aircraft. 

https://youtu.be/7hr7PpS4TQY 

The current non-airworthiness of Lawrence was determined by Ray Cooper who originally recommissioned it.  
It was an old airframe when Monash received it almost two decades ago. 

The aircraft was therefore more of a symbolic gesture cementing the hoped for collaborative efforts.  These 
included those associated with the planned UAV proving ground at Port Welshpool. 

The historic value of the aircraft is the fact that the airframe was one of the first produced by the Aerosonde 
developers. 

 
 

  
 

 

Model Plane plans offered free to members 

I have a large selection of slope soarer and thermal model plans (in full size format) for any club 
member who might wish to use any of these as a building project. 

If anyone in the Club has some interest, could they ring me to view the plans? 
 
Contact Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786. 
 
Wanted to buy 

I wish to purchase, any one of the following models: 

 Multiplex Heron 2.4m kit or assembled model in flying format. 

 E-flight Mystique 2.9m RES ARF from Horizon Hobby in flying form. 

 Banggood DG-100 2.6m electric scale model. 

 Accessories suitable for any of these gliders, including: 
o Suitable 2.4GHz transmitter with battery and charger, 
o Flight pack for the receiver and speed controller to suit each glider. 

I am prepared to pay a good price for any suitable model in flight condition and with no crash 
damage or electronic “glitches” in the control equipment. 

Contact Roger Stevenson, 9830 8393 or 0411 141 786 for either of the above adverts. 

For Sale/Wanted to Buy 

Aerosonde points of clarification 

General Meeting 
7:30PM on Friday 13th May at the Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville 

https://youtu.be/7hr7PpS4TQY
https://youtu.be/7hr7PpS4TQY
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For Sale 

Set of made up main wings from an ASK6E (?) built by Daryl Coates.  Yellow with red trim, 2.8m 
span.  Futaba S133 aileron servos installed.  Spoilers included but not yet cut.  Some joiner tubes in 
aluminium or carbon.  Suit a builder or someone with a fuselage. 

Asking $40.   Contact Tony Fryer on 0437 617 206, or 9547 0070. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Wednesday FFF (Fly, Feed, Fix) nights are now being held at RRR (Rowville Recreation 
Reserve) near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm each week.  The VARMS Covid-
safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the Covid-Safe Plan in the Member Updates section of the 
VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (‘Balsa Bill’) 
of Alan’s Gippsland Hobbies 
for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

 
Bill continues his sale with reductions on already low prices. 

10% reduction on balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  

15% off on square section balsa; leading and trailing edge 
stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

 

The 3Fs @ the 3Rs 

http://www.varms.org.au/
https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
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Aerotow Co-ordinator 
 

Now Daniel Malcman has moved away, a new person is needed to co-ordinate 
VARMS aerotow events.  The co-ordinator sets dates, makes weather calls, 
reports to General Meetings, etc.  Check with Danny for details.  You might 
even be a regular aerotow-er.  If you’d like to help, give Danny or the President 
a call and be the wind beneath our wings. 

  

 
 
Lots of talk of late on scratch built.???  Take a little known plan out of Germany from the 1940’s, redraw 
all of the pertinent dimensions at 1/4 scale, in Rhino and Solidworks, utilise Surfcam and Profili, get a 
mate like Andy to laser cut the ply for ribs, bulkheads, etc,, his CNC mill to cut the foam core halves for 
the fuz, the 3D printer for the Canopy, bulkhead frame etc, lots of glue, fibreglass (107 gr), clear covering, 
filler, paint etc, and you have a great 1/4 Scale flying model.  I argue it’s “Scratch Built“ in today’s terms. 
???!!!!!!!!            Courtesy Gary Ryan, VARMS Facebook page, 3 May 2022 
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info 
 
If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 
 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until mid-2021, had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck Hall in 
Rowville (or by Zoom) and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  
Visitors are welcome.  Formalities and sometimes a special presentation are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

