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by Ron Hickman 

 
To all members. 
 
Well we are now past the equinox and 

heading to the warmer weather.  We are 

also into the new financial year, post 

AGM, with the formal elected positions on 

the committee remaining as per last year.  

I thank all the committee members for 

continuing in their current positions 

making the way forward under the 

present trying circumstances easier to 

cope with.  The appointed positions have 

seen a small change with Danny retiring 

to the dark side of town and Anthony Peate now looking after aerotow co-ordination.  There will 

need to be further appointments and possible changes down the track when we establish the 

required roles in the new facility.  A new position that will have to be filled is the Council-required 

“Building Maintenance Officer” who will have to report regularly to the Council on building 

maintenance and other nefarious activities taking place in the clubrooms. 

The weather has been up and down recently but consistently cold.  Members have at least been 

able to get a few flys in.  However, we need to be cognizant of the fact that we are approximately 

twelve months on from Wantirna and recall how we had to adapt to the needs of the footy/cricket 

community whose grounds we are currently utilising.  We have contact with the local Rowville 

footy/cricket club both men’s and women’s and they have undertaken to notify us of their training 

needs for oval 2 beforehand.  To my recollection it was mainly late Wed afternoon and the juniors 

were intermittently on a Sunday for about four hours.  The organised unauthorised cricket group 

that regularly and persistently try to take over the oval on a Sunday are still persona non grata. 

President’s Report 

Issue 565 
 

August 2022 

 

Copy deadline for the next Aspectivity is the 2nd Sept, one week prior to the general meeting 
which is held on the second Friday of the month (9th Sept) 7:30pm at Aimee Seebeck Hall. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=varms
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On to more serious matters it is with regret that we learnt of the passing of Brian Dowie recently 

and our sympathies go to his family and friends.  Brian was a regular at our Wednesday evenings 

and he will be sorely missed. 

 

Photos of the Rowville clubhouse build taken by Tim Stewart.  See more on the VARMS website. 

On to Rowville.  We are still negotiating with Knox City Council over the terms for our licence to 

use the Clubrooms and grounds.  The main change from our occupancy at Wantirna is that we will 

now be using a Council owned facility and will not have the freedom to do what we like and will 

have to comply with Council regulations and procedures should we wish to personalise the area.  

For your interest I have asked the editor to reprint a portion of the regulations from the proposed 

license agreement that we will need to consider in the future.  [Ed.  See WORKS APPROVALS AT 

COUNCIL FACILITIES below.] 

Moving on to more exciting things, the building has started to emerge from the ground and the roof 

lines are looking very interesting.  The verandah pads have been poured, as have the pads for the 

pits area, so we should see some rapid developments in this area over the next few weeks.  

Though nothing official has been said recently, the unofficial completion date has been indicated 

as late October early November.  However, with work that needs to be done post-build and prior to 

occupancy we hopefully will be on site before Christmas.  The runway, whilst it has not been 

https://varms.org.au/WP/
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flooded, is still very soft and the grass will need to shoot and thicken up.  We will have to work 

closely with the Council Parks and Gardens Department when we are allowed on site to ensure 

the runway develops to its full potential.      Onwards and upwards. 
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WORKS APPROVALS AT COUNCIL FACILITIES 

Prior to any Works commencing in a Council Facility, the Facilities Department must be notified in 
writing and official approval given, also in writing.  If the proposed works are for the playground or 
yard, you will also need to contact the Council’s Landscape Services for approval to proceed.  

There are several conditions regulated by the State Government that must be adhered to.  These 
include Occupational Health and Safety Standards (e.g. non-slip, height, childproof, etc.), fire 
regulations and building requirements. 

As all liability remains with Council, please also inform Council before commencing on works or 
improvements falling into the following categories: 

• Installation of additional pin-up boards or shelving 

• Minor internal alterations 

• Purchase of curtains and blinds, including sun blinds 

• Purchase of any additional protective mats and extra floor coverings 

• Purchase or building of playground equipment (i.e. forts, swing sets, other fixed playground 

equipment) 

All works to be performed at ANY OF COUNCIL’S FACILITIES will be managed and run by the 
relevant Council Department. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR WORKS TENANTS WOULD LIKE TO UNDERTAKE ON COUNCIL 
OWNED FACILITIES 

General Requirements 

Prior to any work commencing, the Facilities Department must be supplied with the following 
information: 

1. Full set of drawings (detailed plans) including structural computations.  Plans are to be 

lodged for approval PRIOR to any contractors being engaged. 

2. Details of an appropriate commercial builder who will perform the work must be supplied.  

Council can provide details of its preferred suppliers for quoting purposes. 

3. All works must be carried out by a qualified tradesperson who has a public liability insurance 
cover of $20 Million and all other appropriate insurances.  Council must be indemnified and 

held harmless from and against all actions, costs, claims, charges, expenses and damages 

whatsoever which may be brought or made or claimed against Council arising out of, or any 

way relating to, the works.  Prior to any works commencing, copies of the insurance 

certificate and licences must be supplied to Council for approval. 

4. The works must meet any relevant BCA and Australian Standards. 

5. The contractors and tradespeople must have an Occupational Health and Safety Plan, 

evidence of which is to be provided to Council.  The plan must include OH&S risk 

assessments of the works to ensure the construction will be carried out in accordance with 

the OH&S legislation. 

6. Where appropriate, a Certificate of Electrical Safety, Plumbing Industry Board Certificate or 
Certificate of Compliance and, if applicable, an Operation & Maintenance Manual must be 

supplied to Council once the works have been completed. 

7. For air conditioning approvals: 
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a. All cold water pipe work exposed above the roof must be lagged. 

b. If the unit is an Evaporative Cooler, it must have an automatic dumping system. 

c. The electrical supply must be wired to its own circuit breaker in the switchboard. 

d. The unit must be located so that the best roof penetration can be obtained and is 

minimal. 

e. The unit must blend in to the surrounding environment. 

8. For Shade Sails: 

a. Location of proposed shade sail or shade structure.  Plan to show distances from 

existing building and/or features. 

b. Structural certification (Form 13) for the structure including connections and footing. 

c. Structural certification for the connections of the sail/s to the existing building (if the 

structure is to be connected to existing building). 

9. The installation or works shall not affect the structural integrity of the building. 

10. Any damage to the existing building due to works must be made good at no cost to Council. 

11. Any rubbish/construction spoil created by the works shall be removed and disposed of at no 

cost to Council. 

12. Provide a time schedule of works to allow for Council inspections during the works.  

13. Notification of completion so final inspections by Council can be carried out. 

 

Please note that these guidelines apply (in full or in part) to ANY works undertaken by the tenant, 
including the erection of shelves, painting, building extensions, demolitions of any sort or additions 
to landscaping or equipment.  Council should be contacted if you are in doubt as to which items 
apply. 
 

Note: 

It is essential that written approval be sought from Council on the abovementioned points to 
ensure all safety standards are adhered to.   This may necessitate a plan being sent in for 
approval.  

Any major damage to the facility or on the grounds caused as a result of the works must be 
rectified by contractor or Committee at their expense. 

DEPARTMENT NAME AND NUMBER FOR WORK REQUESTS 

Tree Pruning / Removal  ............... Parks/Active or Passive Open Space 

Car Parks & Footpath  ................... Traffic and Transport 

Building Maintenance  ................... Building Facilities 

Works Approvals  ..…..................... Building Facilities 
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Another shot from Tim Stewart’s series posted in the Members’ Area of the VARMS website. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On-site works 

Civil / earthworks: 

• External slip lane and crossover works, including new culvert. 

Building works 

• Building slab preparation and in-ground services works. 

What’s coming up in the next two months 

• Completion of civil and earthworks. 

• Building works (inc. pit shelter) - structural slab, structural steel work, installation of roof, windows, 

cladding and services preparation. 

Construction Program 

• Works were delayed in May for approximately one month as a result of latent conditions at the 

crossover.  Additional works were required to construct the new slip lane.  We are forecasting for end 

of October / early November for handover. 

Stakeholder Matters  

VARMS Relocation – Project Update 
by Knox Council 
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• Temporary use of the Seebeck Modular in place and use of Rowville Rec oval 2 for flying activities 

continues. 

• The construction zone is located south of oval 2 and is not accessible. Flying is not permitted over the 

construction zone. 

• The contractor continues to use their site shed on the grassed area on the northern side of the Seebeck 

Modular facility. 

• Although the construction zone is located south of oval 2, there continues to be increased activity at 

the reserve during the hours 6.30am between 4.00pm Monday to Friday, with trades arriving at the 

site and parking at the reserve carpark. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
The AVANTI is the latest plane from Performance Models and is a 3m electric launch sailplane 
designed by Alan Mayhew and Marcus Stent with ailerons and spoilers and sold in kit form. 

This model is designed with those in mind who currently fly a smaller RES model and want to 
move up to a larger model with ailerons, without going to the expense of a moulded model.  

Although a "sport" model, at a weight of only 1100g, the Avanti can also be used as an 
introductory model for F5J competition.   Later this year AEFA will be trialing a 3 metre non-
moulded class within an F5J competition.  The Avanti will fit perfectly into this new class. 

Construction 

The use of carbon tube spars and laser cut ribs without LE sheeting has been well proven with 
the OZeRES and Medina.  This method is very quick to build and the flat bottomed foil section 
allows accurate alignment over the plan during construction. 

Latest from Performance Models – the Avanti 
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There are two fuselage options.  A laser cut ply, balsa 
pod and carbon boom. This is an easy to build option 
for a lower cost model.  Alternatively, a CLM-Pro #121 
glass fabric pod and carbon boom fuselage set can be 
chosen.  This makes a perfect option if you want to 
minimise building time but comes at a higher cost. 

Specifications 

Wingspan: 3.0 metres 
Electric launch 
Controls: rudder, elevator, ailerons, spoilers. 
Aspect ratio: 16:3 
Flying weight: 1100g, with 3S 1550mAh battery 
Wing loading: 20g/dm2 (6.5 oz/sq ft) 
Wing section: MS5 series 

 

 

 

The Avanti shown above is the first production model and has a glass fuselage. 

 

https://www.clm-pro.com/store-detail/fuselage-sets/up-to-3m-wingspan-3/fuselage-set-121-detail
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Kits for the Avanti are available now from PERFORMANCEMODELS.com.au. 

Test fly 

If you would like to test fly the Avanti please contact Alan Mayhew on 0412 994 213. 

 

 

 

 

The model in this picture is built with a kit fuselage (ply/balsa/carbon) by Bill Bland of NSW. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Interested in a low-key electric glider event? 
 

 

http://performancemodels.com.au/
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E-RES & LEG Event 

TARMAC Club Field 10 - 11 September 2022 
209/ Lot 19 Racecourse Road, Somerton N    •    GPS:  30º 55’  59.99s” S,  150º 37’ 59.99” E 

held during Manilla Slopefest which is nearby - visit both 

E-RES:  The new, height-limited electric glider event for 2m models with rudder-elevator-
spoiler controls (spoilers optional) - Radians & Millennium Cup models suit - 5 minute 
flight (100m or 30 seconds motor) with a simple spot landing. 

LEG:  The old Limited Electric Glider event for any glider - 5 minute flight - motor run timed 
and points deducted - short runs desirable - simple spot landing. 

Rules for both events - click a link on the AEFA Rules page - this link live in PDF: 

http://www.aefanet.com/aefa-rules-library 

• Participation fee for whole weekend - $20    • Entries taken on field 9:00am on 10 September 

• Briefing 9:45am    • First flight 10:00am or soon after    • Flying ceases 2:30pm on 11 September  

• Presentation 3:00pm    • Food and drinks available of field    • Free camping on field - toilets only 

• Road house and pub nearby   • Two air-conditioned dongas for single person available at pub 

$50 per night for weekend  • Free camping at pub if you buy a meal - toilets & showers 

• Cabins and camping (powered and unpowered) Lake Keepit 20km   • Motels in Tamworth 35km 

Event offered jointly by 

Australian Electric Flight Assoc. & 

Tamworth Area Radio Control Club 

TARMAC Contact:  Bob Ash 0409 457 130 

AEFA Contact:  Robert Budniak 0404 821 723 

https://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?2288390-Manilla-Slope-Fest-2015&pp=25&highlight=manilla%20slope%20fest%202015#post29986400
http://www.aefanet.com/aefa-rules-library
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VARMS Merchandise for Sale 

VARMS caps @ $20 ea;   VARMS Beanie @ $20;   Round sew-on VARMS badge @ $10 

Contact Lew Rodman by email, vp@varms.org.au. 

John Lee’s models for sale  (See photos above and below.) 

After the recent passing of her husband John, a long-time VARMS member and keen 
constructor, Lois Lee wishes to sell his collection of model aeroplanes and related flying bits and 
pieces.  There is a large number of models including electric, power, glider, slope, old-timers and 
a number of unbuilt kits in boxes. 

There are about 50 models all up (photos show a small selection.)  The list includes two Southern 
Sailplanes Ricochets, three T-birds and an Eclipse that do not feature in the photos.  If interested, 

FOR SALE 

 

file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/vp@varms.org.au


Aspectivity August 2022 

please call Lois to make arrangements to view the items for sale at her home in Templestowe: 
0407 510 406 

(Listed INCORRECTLY as 0407 570 406 in July Aspectivity. Apologies to Lois and anyone who rang the wrong 

number, Ed). 

0407 510 406 

 

 
 

 

by Edmund Ansell 

These are the parameters that come up on a Jeti RC transmitter from the YGE LVT ESC.  YGE 
ESCs are made in Germany and are used with electric launch gliders.  So you see them on the 
Hyperflight site and Dave Pratley's site. 

 

YGE Telemetry legend 

Interpreting YGE Telemetry on Jeti 

https://www.hyperflight.co.uk/products.asp?code=YGE-65LVT&name=yge-65-lvt-esc
https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/store/YGE_Speed_controlers/YGE_65LVT_Low_Voltage_Telemetry_ESC
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YGE have tried to cater for a lot of different RC 
systems with the result that the nomenclature 
representing some of the parameters is vague.  For 
the people flying Jeti systems with YGE LVT ESCs 
this email reply to my YGE inquiry might help 
interpreting your display. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

. 

Fellow VARMS glider pilots 

It’s been a long time since VARMS has visited the BRCAC club for a weekend aerotow event but 
it’s finally happening again. 

Aerotow 
Co-ordinator: Anthony Peate 
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The Bendigo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club has very kindly extended an invitation to VARMS 
members as well as other MAAA insured members to their club on the weekend of Saturday 24th 
and Sunday 25th September for a two day aerotow event.  This is also the Melbourne AFL Grand 
final weekend. 

I am looking forward to this event and hope it attracts a good VARMS attendance and that 
members are able to bring both gliders and tow planes. 

Tim Morland and I will bring our trusty old tow plane which has now done over 2,150 tow flights but 
I hope that other VARMS members will also bring tow planes. 

BRCAC are providing on-site camping for Friday and Saturday nights with limited generator power 
only.  There is on-site tank water as well as good toilet facilities but there are no showers or 
running hot water. 

For those who prefer other accommodation there are options to investigate in Marong. 

A large club room will be available for overnight model storage if required and trailers can be left 
on site overnight as well. 

BRCAC will provide cold drinks, tea & coffee for a small cost as well as make available a BBQ & 
utensils at no charge, but participants will need to bring all of their own food. 

All participating pilots are required to:- 

1. Pay BRCAC $5.00 per day per for use of the field (please have cash ready). 

2. Have your current MAAA membership available for inspection. 

3. Be courteous to other attendees and organisers in the spirt of making this a fun event for all. 

For those who have never visited the Bendigo Radio Controlled Aircraft Club it’s located about 
4km west of Marong as shown here on Google Maps: https://goo.gl/maps/sFgYd9TtXGYdCHTL7 

So I can get an idea of attendance, please send me a brief email with Subject line: I {your name} 
will be attending the BRCAC Aerotow 2022.  Address it to:  aerotow@varms.org.au. 

For those bringing tow planes please also indicate this in your email to me.  If you have any further 
questions on this event feel free to contact me on 0419 332 644 or by email. 

Looking forward to catching up with you.  Keep your gliders soaring. 

Anthony Peate 
VARMS Aerotow Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The regular (FEED, FIX, FLY) nights are now being held at (ROWVILLE RECREATION 
RESERVE) near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm on Wednesday each week.  
The VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the Covid-Safe Plan in the Member 
Updates section of the VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

The 3Fs @ the 3Rs 

https://goo.gl/maps/sFgYd9TtXGYdCHTL7
mailto:aerotow@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/
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STOP PRESS 
 
This shot of the 
Rowville club-
house build was 
posted on 
Facebook by 
Col Collyer and 
dated 3rd Aug. 
 
What does our 
President say? 
“Onward and 
upward! 
  

Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (‘Balsa Bill’) 
of Alan’s Gippsland Hobbies 
for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

 
Bill continues his sale with reductions on already low prices. 

10% reduction on balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  

15% off on square section balsa; leading and trailing edge 
stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

 

Articles for Aspectivity 
Enjoy the items from members?  New articles are needed now.  Share your ideas and 

experiences, respond to an article, tell us what you have been doing.  If it interests 
you, it will interest others too.  Send your thoughts (and pics) to editor@varms.org.au. 

 
P 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Anthony Peate  0419 332 644 aerotow@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info 
 

If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can address this Newsletter correctly. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 

 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places and are in the process of re-locating club rooms from Briggs field in 
Wantirna to a new base at Police Paddocks in Stud Rd, Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, old-timers, 
open competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing 
models. 
 

General Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck 
Hall in Rowville (or by Zoom).  During daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at the later 
time of 8.00pm.  Visitors are welcome.  Formalities and sometimes a special presentation are usually followed by lively 
discussions on matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:aerotow@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

