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        by Ron Hickman 
Hi All, 

I’d like to start by letting members know we had a meeting with Council 
on site at Rowville on Monday 3rd October.  We were able to clear up a 
few issues and identify others that will need to be addressed as we 
move forward. Things are looking promising for a Christmas BBQ.  
Following the site inspection, we are now in a position to formalise our 
application to Council for permission to install the Bosch 6000 
security/card entry system that we selected some twelve months ago.  
Pending the installation of the card entry system (after the site has been 
handed over to us) we will be relying on four key holders to provide 
member access to the clubroom facilities.  However the field and pits will 
be accessed using the existing VARMS club key. 

On to membership cards.  Whilst our VARMS cards have only just been sent out, the membership 
cards from the MAAA, which covers your insurance and wings classification, were sent out via a 
new processing system adopted by the MAAA shortly after your club membership fee was 
processed.  These MAAA membership cards were sent out via email as distinct from the previous 
snail mail system directly to the respective members’ registered email addresses.  Unfortunately, 
after receiving some queries, we have identified that a number of members’ MAAA emails most 
likely went into their spam folder.  VARMS membership fees have now been processed for some 
time so if you have not yet received your MAAA membership email and you can’t find it in your 
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spam folder, please email our registrar at registrar@varms.org.au and Thomas should be able to 
assist you in recovering your MAAA membership card. 

Moving on to events it was greatly appreciated when the President of the Bendigo Radio Controlled 
Aircraft Club contacted me a little while ago to invite VARMS to spend a weekend at their field at 
Marong for an aerotow event.  Many thanks must go to the Bendigo Club for making their excellent 
facilities available to VARMS for the whole weekend and to Anthony Peate for organising the very 
successful event.  Photos on the VARMS Facebook page. 

The October general meeting of the club on the 14th October will revert to being onsite in person at 
the Aimee Seebeck Hall, Police Rd Rowville commencing at 8pm (now daylight saving is in). 

Getting closer!!!!! 

Onwards and upwards. 

Ron Hickman 

 

 

 
 
Construction of the new clubhouse at Rowville Recreation Reserve looking south on 27th Sept.  
Photo by Tim Stewart. 
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Photos above taken on 19 Sept, those below on 27 September by Tim Stewart. 

 
 
 
 
  

 
Date:  9 September 2022 

Time:  7:30 pm 

Venue: Teleconference via Zoom 

Apologies: P. Cossins, N. Murray, A. Allen 

Visitors: None 

September General Meeting minutes 
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Meeting 

Opening.  Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 7:30 pm with 20 members 
present. 

Correspondence.  The following correspondence was received and sent: 

Received 

 KCC – Informed the club that the flying field will not be available on Friday 
afternoon/evening after 15:30 due to a clash with the cricket clubs. 

 KCC – Updated draft licence agreement. 

 KCC – Guidelines for works approvals. 

 KCC – List of approved contractors that can carry out works on the new building. 

 Top Security – Revised quote for the security and entrance system. 

 Take Off Consulting – Review of the Child Safe Procedures. 

 Victorian Sports Scale Association (VSSA). – Request to use the new club rooms for 
meetings once available. 

Sent 

 Consumer Affairs Victoria – Annual Report. 

 KCC – Draft licence responses. 

 KCC – Consumer Affairs Victoria Annual Report 

Treasurer’s Report.  The treasurer’s report was presented.  A motion for it to be accepted was 
made. 

Moved: C. Collier Seconded: G. Egan Passed 

General Business.  The following items were discussed. 

Revisions to SOPs.  The revised SOPs had been circulated by email to all members for 
consideration.  A motion was made to approve and adopt the revised SOPs. 

Moved: R. Hickman Seconded: A. Mayhew Passed 

Revisions to Child Safe Policy.  The revised Child Safe Policy had been circulated by email 
to all members for consideration.  A motion was made to approve and adopt the revised 
Child Safe Policy. 

Moved: R. Hickman Seconded: G. Egan Passed 

Passing of Roger Stevenson.  It was with sadness that the meeting was informed of the 
passing of Roger Stevenson, who had been a member of the club and filled the role of 
VARMS Secretary for many years. 

Rowville Relocation.  The following items were discussed. 

 Bosch Security System.  The committee has decided to install this security system to 
provide key card entry for club members.  This will be carried out by Top Tech 
Security.  The club is now in the process of getting Top Tech Security added to the 
approved contractor list so that they can carry out the work. 
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 Runway.  It was noted that the runway top dressing had included some bulbs for 
plants that have started to grow.  These plants can’t be left to grow in the runway 
surface as it will be left unusable.  There is a need to fill some low spots as well as dig 
out these bulbs and fill the holes or use a line trimmer to keep them cut back until they 
finally die.  A request was made for a working bee to be organised to remove these 
plants. 

Next Meeting.  The next general meeting will be held 8:00pm on Friday, 14 October 2022 at the 
Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville.  Please note that the meetings will now start at 8:00pm in line with 
the club’s preference for this during Eastern Summer Time. 

Closure.  There being no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 8:15 pm. 

 

 
 
 

 

by John Riley 
 

Former VARMS member Adrian de Vos passed away 
on 6th September this year as a result of an accident at 
home in Rushworth. 

Adrian was a long time aeromodeller who loved to 
innovate and try new ideas. 

He came to Australia from the Netherlands in his early 
teens.  The family lived in various migrant 
accommodation facilities until they moved into a house 
in Springvale.  Adrian helped his father build the house 
on weekends over a period of many months whilst they 
were living in shared accommodation in the northern 
suburbs.  This experience no doubt reinforced the 
strong work ethic and the ‘can do’ attitude he 
demonstrated for the rest of his life. 

After moving to Springvale he attended Noble Park 
Technical School.  He started his apprenticeship as a 
joiner at BTM (Burwood Timber Mill) and later Trimview 
Windows where he designed and developed special 
high rise building windows.  Later in his career he 
moved to a research role with CSIRO. 

He made many friends at school and developed a 
shared interest in aeromodelling.  He shared this 
interest with his younger brother, Martin.  Adrian 
became close friends with Jim Ray (who was later to 
become my brother-in-law) and they regularly attended 
control line competitions, including National 
Championships.  Adrian was always a well prepared 
and vigorous competitor and had a particular passion 
for control line combat.  He also liked to pass on his 

Vale Adrian de Vos 
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skills and so for many years ran aeromodelling classes for cadets in the Air Training Corps. 

Adrian became less active as control line flying began to decline, but after he retired from work he 
rekindled his passion for aeromodelling by taking up radio control.  He started out with a 2 metre 
powered glider (Greensleeves, I think) but soon moved on to other projects.  He never forgot his 
Greensleeves glider and it would always accompany him no matter what new projects may have 
taken his fancy.  The Greensleeves went through many scrapes but still survived, being flown for 
many years even after covering failures, stripped servos and wonky motors.  The model was like 
Adrian himself, reliable and persistent. 

Until he moved to Rushworth in 2016 he was a regular week day flyer at Briggs Field.  We tested 
many new projects at Briggs Field, not all of them initially successful, but Adrian would always 
accept the odd disaster philosophically and just pick up the pieces and take them back to his 
workshop.  Broken aeroplanes were repaired, the lessons learned were applied and the projects 
eventually became successful.  He embraced the challenges of model aviation with vigor and an 
undiminished passion to overcome them. 

Adrian never married but stayed at home to look after his ageing parents.  His father passed early 
but his mother lived at home with Adrian into her nineties.  His care for his mother was matched by 
the support Adrian gave to residents in an aged care facility associated with his church.  We last 
saw Adrian a few weeks before he passed when he called in on the way home to Rushworth after 
attending the funeral of a former resident of the care home. 

He moved to Rushworth to escape the city and to enjoy the benefit of having space around him.  In 
addition, his best friend, Jim Ray and wife Glenis, had moved to Rushworth some years earlier and 
this probably encouraged Adrian to consider moving. 

He found the space he wanted in a property to the east of Rushworth and just ten minutes from Jim 
and Glenis.  The property was around 40 acres and mainly flat.  It gave plenty of scope for Adrian to 
develop his flying field and build his big shed.  Not a lot of work was required to get the flying field 
into shape but Adrian equipped himself with all of the necessary tools, a tractor/slasher, ride on 
mower, fire-fighting trailer, a grader blade for the tractor and a chain saw.  There were a few 
scrubby trees to be taken care of and a little grading work, but he soon had the field operational.  I 
enjoyed the opportunity to fly there with Adrian and Jim on many occasions. 

When the issue of having to register models as “drones” emerged Adrian made arrangements for 
his field to be registered as an adjunct field for the Echuca Moama model club.  So there was no 
concern about being registered. 

He was a great support for Glenis when Jim became seriously ill in 2000 and again when he passed 
early this year.  He will be sorely missed by those who knew and respected him.  He was a loyal 
friend to many and always ready to help when help was needed. 

 
 

 

  
 

by Colin Smith 
 

It’s cold and very windy and raining cats ’n’ dogs and I am sitting in the warm and looking at the 
superb piccies of our new facility, thanks to Tim Stewart and modern technology, and its bringing 
back memories of when I started modelling.  So pin back your lugholes and listen up. 

Just a few Memories 
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A long, long, long time ago in a galaxy far, far away ... oops! that’s the start of something else but 
fits the bill ‘cos I learnt to fly far, far away and way up in the northern hemisphere in a small UK town 
named Wickford in Essex, famous for the Keil Kraft factory.  Now this is back in the last century 
(probably 1975-ish) when things weren't so advanced as they are nowadays.  For instance, we had 
lots of model shops and plenty of relatively inexpensive kits to choose from.  OK, so radio gear was 
huge in physical size and price and problematic when bounced, however the nearest model flying 
club was a long twenty minutes’ drive away on Canvey Island.  Canvey in those days was reached 
by a single lane creaky old wooden bridge over a tidal creek.  MTB [Motor Torpedo Boats, Ed.] hulls 
were moored there and used as homes, well it was after WWII and they were cheap and plentiful.  
Vospers of course. 

Anyway our field was accessed by a very rutted 
dirt track along an embankment which meant we 
had to unload our stuff i.e. chuck it down the 6-8ft 
bank to the field.  Now the field was a bit special 
‘cos its regular residents left us increasing piles of 
fertiliser plus we could only use it on Sundays, iff 
the farmer actually remembered to relocate the 
bovines (you put grass in one end and out comes 
fertiliser the other end).  Great for the farmer, not 
so good for us ‘cos we had to mow our own strip 
using a Suffolk petrol mower that a member had to 
remember to bring - whirly thing spinning at the 
front and only really good for lawn bowls type 

grass.  Hard yakka dodging those left overs.  Sounds a bit similar to Briggs Field before the shelter 
and when we had to park under the tree and miss all the ruts or get bogged; happy days!  And well 
before power? 

The weather played a great part, as it does 
nowadays, but with the field almost constantly 
wet we had a lot of water to contend with.  How 
did we manage when there were a couple of 
inches of water or snow on the field?  Now we 
come to the interesting bit: we didn't whinge and 
moan; we adapted.  We modified our models to 
suit the conditions and basically just got on with 
things, if we wanted to fly. 

Now a very clear memory is that we weren't 
allowed to fly solo until we were proficient and 
that meant building a specific model, a Veron 
Impala, cheap as chips and plentiful in the 
shops, plus with an OS 10 on a pylon mount it 
was an ideal learner’s plane.  Built like a brick 
dunny and “as ugly as …” but it taught us a lot.  
Rudder and elevator were all we needed and with the OS 10 running flat out on a pylon mount it 
was a case of stirring those sticks to keep it airborne.  If you dumped it, the ground was slightly 
forgiving and it was very easy to repair but we had to use a different colour on the repair as a club 
rule.  That showed who were the good stick stirrers and there was a box of off-cuts of coloured solar 
film always handy in a car boot.  Every club member had one and this was our trainer model and we 
had to do four or five consecutive landings within ten paces to go solo.  After that we pylon-raced 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MTB_102
https://www.deansmarine.co.uk/shop/product_info.php/products_id/514
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywwetfJOt9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ywwetfJOt9g
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them but not above 20ft, touch and go (well, they 
were built like a brick dunny), combat with a long 
streamer out the back and it was fun rolling down 
on an opponent to stop his prop with your fuzz 
(hopefully) then snip his streamer as he descended 
slowly without power.  Another trick was to erect 
four empty cans then dive and pull out just before 
earth impact and zoom horizontally down the strip 
to knock over the cans.  Really taught you how to 
use down elevator to maintain height and avoid the 
dreaded zoom at the end of the dive.  Yet another 
use was in high winds when we raced them - but 
backwards!  Yep, point into wind and hover and last 
across the line wins.  All great fun.  Aerobatics was 
also good and an inverted circle was usually 

greeted by a round of applause.  How many spins before the bump occurred?  Remember these 
were R/E models only - no throttle in those days.  Another fun thing was spot landings on a tarp.  
Very hard! 

When power status was wanted we built a Keil Kraft Outlaw or a Boddington design such as a Tyro 
with a 20 on board.  Now these motors were usually finger biters during starting so required care.  
Electric starters had not been invented then.  Anyway most planes could be inverted and then 
hands off!  They returned to normal fright by themselves before the pilot regained.  Not for the faint 
hearted and always with plenty of altitude.  The best thing was the addition of ailerons that made 
flying so much easier, especially simple aerobatics, and a whole new type of flying could be 
enjoyed. 

Flashback.  A group of us wanted to try slope soaring so five blokes piled into a Ford Escort with 
planes and drove (bounced) two to three hours up to Ivinghoe Beacon.  We had to rig our planes in 
the car park and then slog it up a steep muddy path to the top only to be met by locals who insisted 
it was a private site and no visitors.  Lots of argy bargy ensued and we slid back downhill only to 

watch as plane after plane flew 
away with radio interference.  Don't 
know how that could have occurred 
especially on 27meg gear?  Silly 
locals. 

My next foray into slope was while 
on a family holiday in Wales with a 
mate.  We would go out as a family 
during the day and amuse the 

young kids (two each) then after dinner the 
women would settle the nippers and we would 
climb up this almost vertical slope to bung our 
gliders off.  I had my trusted but very aged 
Impala (named Joseph due to all the different 
colours) and Alan had a Veron Springbok, all 
1.8 m of it, above, a big plane in those days.  
All went well for a few days, the lift was 

 

 

 

https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=8824
https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=10859
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fantastic and we were about two miles from the bend in the valley and honestly didn't see or hear it 
till it went past us.  “It” was a BLOODY GREAT BIG PHANTOM JET FIGHTER and with its wheels 
and flaps down it looked very slow and sedate as it cruised past with both occupants giving us a 
wave.  So out with the ordnance survey map and find another hill.  Great, and even much more 

gooder ‘cos we could drive right 
to the edge and had a ball for a 
few more days until, that's right, 
more jets but this time there 
were a few of them and they 
blasted us out of the sky.  
Blackburn Buccaneers or “Big 
Bastards” as they were known, 
plus I think there were four of 
them in close formation and 
they were below us and at 
moderate speed.  Blew us out 
of the sky and lucky that we 
could pinpoint them via that OS 
map.  Had to calm our nerves 
with a few pints of Real Ale.  
Hmm, Real Ale, proper beer 
and good stuff. 

Flashback time again and it’s 
what we did to models when there was too much moisture for wheeled take-offs.  Well, as modellers 
and inventers, we adapted our undercarriages to suit by either adding floats for deep water and I 
can’t remember if we used water rudders or blast and go method for getting airborne.  I do 
remember the cold and damp days when all that would skid across the wet grass was skis or skids.  
With or without a step, can’t recall, but they worked well.  I do remember it was hard getting a 
suitable quick interchange system to clip onto 
the existing undercarriage. 

Perhaps time will invent something for the 
new field at Rowville. 

That’s my lot as I don't want to ramble on 
about radios, coverings etc. but on a final note 
I do vividly recall the national thermal comp 
we held.  “The Canvey Island Sea Soar” it was 
billed as and we had pot hunters from all over 
come down for it.  The most notable thing was 
that the Police arrived acting on a complaint 
by a resident over the noise of all the model 
planes buzzing about the sky.  They were 
astounded when told we only had gliders up 
without motors and went up with our president 
to talk to the lady who was constantly 
complaining about something.  Her neighbour 
was motor mowing his lawn so they booked 
her for wasting police time - great end, and I 
believe she got a hefty fine - eventually.  The 
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main two reasons I remember so clearly is that for thermal in those day we used small models well 
under 2m span and basically pinged off the bungee and hung around till it was landing time or 
occasionally we found a mug to hand tow.  Now at that time models and construction techniques 
were changing.  Models got bigger and we actually went walkabout to find lift.  Anyway, I was hand-
towing my mate’s 12ft own design and running at full speed when he pinged off and I went base 
over apex landing on my finger which said “ouch” in a big way! You have got to have done it to 
appreciate what I mean and in those days I was still a sprinter (hard to believe but true).  Anyway, 
be warned: model planes can be dangerous to your health!  Still down memory lane, I do recall that 
the comp was won by a Chris Foss design (12ft) called a High Phase and the pilot won by bungee 
launching with an unheard of “Ping” at release then diving for a low level high speed run across the 
field at about head-height then zooming up for a wing over and then repeating the manoeuvre again 
and again till the rest had landed – “Simples” – and brilliant flying in its day but he had to do it at 20 
ft for the next rounds ‘cos we were only flying about six at a time due to frequency clashes.  Good 
old 27meg.  Oh yes another recall: the ships in the Thames estuary also used 27meg and so did CB 
(children’s band) radio when it started and they caused us no end of problems and crashes. 

Its b …  cold outside and that brings back memories of flying in the UK in winter.  Good job I didn't 
throw out my old motor bike suit or helmet ‘cos they were pressed into service in the freezing 
weather.  That embankment saved us from a lot of wind but a motorcycle ‘bone dome’ and visor 
was the best thing.  One member realised his jeans were not windproof and found the answer.  He 
wore his wife’s tights under the jeans.  Reckoned they were the bee’s knees till he needed to spend 
a penny.  Went home early, red-faced and damp and didn't live that one down. 

Plus I must remember to build that High Phase, one day.  The stab’ was done thirty years ago so no 
hurry.  I shall look forward, in due course, to the opening of our new facility and be forever grateful 
to the committee who have put in all the hard work dealing with the bureaucracy and bull dust from 
both sides and I look forward to seeing how VARMS’ merry band of modellers overcome any 
challenges occurring at the new venue so that it can be used to its full potential.  Nuf Sed. 

 
 
 
 

 

Here are a few pics from our marvelous weekend of aerotowing at Marong, near Bendigo.  Our first 
proper weekend away since Covid?  Anyway, nearly everyone had an excellent time, with no total 
disasters.  Lots of new planes.  Photos by Tim Morland and video on Facebook, RC Modelling AU. 

 

Aerotow 
Co-ordinator: Anthony Peate 
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Oct 29 to 30 Warbirds Over Bairnsdale Contact: Tony: 0402 893 537 or 
secretary@badmac.org.au or go 
to the Website 

Bairsndale 
BADMAC 

Nov 5th to 6th VMPRA Pylon racing FAI, F3T, Q500 Information visit 
http://vmpra.org.au/ or President 
Gary Whitbourn: 0421 024 091  

TBA 
Warrnambool 
VMPRA 

Nov 19th to 
20th 

Twin Cities Model Aero 
Club Classic Scale 
Airplanes 

Contact the TCMAC Central 
Reserve Road, Ettamogah 

TCMAC 

 

 

 

 

The regular Wednesday FFF (FEED, FIX, FLY) nights are now being held at RRR (ROWVILLE 
RECREATION RESERVE) near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm each week.  
While some of these events have not gone ahead due to cold wet conditions they will be sure to 
ramp up as the weather improves.  The VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the 
Covid-Safe Plan in the Member Updates section of the VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3Fs @ the 3Rs 

Some more upcoming events 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/bairnsdale-and-district-model-aero-club/warbirds-over-bairnsdale/580051817109782/
mailto:secretary@badmac.org.au
https://badmaceastvic.blogspot.com/
https://vmpra.org.au/
https://www.tcmac.com.au/event/annual-classic-airplanes-rally/
https://www.tcmac.com.au/event/annual-classic-airplanes-rally/
https://www.tcmac.com.au/event/annual-classic-airplanes-rally/
http://www.varms.org.au/
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VARMS is seeking members interested in CAD Design, Drawing, 3D printing, CNC Machining etc. who would 
like to be trained up and certified by Mr Andy Smith to operate the Club’s new laser cutter, CNC machine, 3D 
printers and associated computer equipment.  It is envisaged that some four to six operators would then 
control and operate the equipment on Wednesday nights and agreed times, to create members suitable 
projects and needs.  Please contact Gary Ryan 0408 325 048 email gryan1977@outlook.com to register. 

 

 

 

 

by Edmund Ansell 
 
I was going to write an article about the K 8B and Olympia that they have in Bacchus Marsh (I see from Tim 
Morland's videos these are popular gliders to model) when I saw this article which might be interesting for the 
members: 
magazine.glidingaustralia.org/vintage 
Newly Restored K8 at the Australian 
Gliding Museum. 

Some of the gliders that appear in Tim’s 
videos have a full size counterpart in 
the Australian Gliding Museum in 
nearby Bacchus Marsh.  The museum 
is open to visitors this coming Cup 
weekend in November 2022.  
Sometimes, the full size gliders can be 

seen in the air on this weekend if a museum club member has 
come along to fly one. 

Tim's video VARMS Plays Under the Clouds 8 September 2018 
at the 4:32 minute mark has a Ka 8 in similar livery to the 
recently refurbished Ka 8B at the museum.  (Photo above 
shows red and yellow K8 at the Australian Gliding Museum.) 

Another of Tim's videos Fun With a Phoenix Ka 8 at Jerilderie 
2021 shows a bigger model of the same glider in another livery.  
This model has sold the most units of all of the different glider 
models that the Phoenix model company has for sale. 

There might be four or more different Olympia gliders seen in 
Tim's videos.  Again, the museum has one of these.  It is part 
way through a restoration at present.  The history of the 
Olympia glider is an interesting read and can be found on 
Wikipedia.  There were three different makers of this glider.  

K 8B and Olympia 

 

Training opportunity 

 

 

 

mailto:gryan1977@outlook.com
http://magazine.glidingaustralia.org/vintage/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g7KsPa3dPWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwUiIbBQE-Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwUiIbBQE-Y
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EoN_Olympia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EoN_Olympia
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The DFS Meise, then the Chilton, then the EON 
(Elliots of Newbury).  Sepp Kirschenhuber's model 
of the EON Olympia can be seen on Tim's video 
VARMS Aerotow at High St Road - 14 December 
2019.  There is another model of the Olympia on 

the first video at the 8:21 minute mark. 

Finally, there is an interesting read of how a model 
was made of a Zephyrus two seat glider on a web 
page called A Model Clone of the Zephyrus in 
Gliding Australia Magazine.  The Bacchus Marsh 
Gliding Club has one of these in flying order.  It was 
designed in Melbourne and built by members of the 
Bacchus Marsh club.  Tim has some footage of it 
flying on his video named Geelong Gliding Club - 1 
Feb 2004. 

The K 8B has just come out of the workshop. 

The full size EON Olympia is mid-way through a 
restoration as seen in the photos above and right 
showing the state of restoration of the glider at the 
Museum as at 2nd September. 

I was going to finish off by writing that if the club 
modellers wanted to see the full size versions of their 
gliders then the Australian Gliding Museum at 
Bacchus Marsh has an open day on the Melbourne 
Cup weekend. 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D73MDZ_5UPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D73MDZ_5UPs
http://magazine.glidingaustralia.org/vintage/34-a-model-clone-of-the-zephyrus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuGC0lkuNic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuGC0lkuNic
http://magazine.glidingaustralia.org/vintage/208-newly-estored-k8-at-the-australian-gliding-museum
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Hi Ron 

Attached is a progress update on the VARMS construction works at Rowville Recreation Reserve.  Please feel free to 
circulate to your members.  Our next update will be in November 2022. 

If you have any queries please continue to liaise with Kate Innocenti in the first instance, or contact me by email. 

Kind Regards 
Pam Kunst 

Project Update 

On site works 
• Civil / earthworks: 

o External slip lane and crossover works, including new culvert complete. 

o There is the last crushed rock layer in the carpark and spray seal in the slip lane that will be completed at 
the end of the project. 

• Building works (inc. pit shelter): 

o Building slab poured 

o Structural steel frame installed 

o Installation of roof 

o Internal wall framing 

o Internal rough ins 

o Cladding 

o Concrete floor grinding and protection 

What’s coming up in the next two months 
• Completion of building works and civil works (permanent fencing, septic tank, etc.) 

Construction Program 
• Works on the building are progressing well and still on track for end of October/early November finish. Weather may 

delay the completion of the civil works as the site is very wet and may restrict plant and contractors with their onsite 
works. 

Stakeholder Matters 
• Temporary use of the Seebeck Modular in place and use of Rowville Rec oval 2 for flying activities continues.  

• The construction zone is located south of oval 2 and is not accessible. Flying is not permitted over the construction zone.  

• The contractor continues to use their site shed on the grassed area on the northern side of the Seebeck Modular facility. 

• Although the construction zone is located south of oval 2, there continues to be increased activity at the reserve during 
the hours 6.30am between 4.00pm Monday to Friday, with trades arriving at the site and parking at the reserve carpark.  

VARMS Relocation 
  

September   2022   
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Site Photos. 

 

 



Aspectivity October 2022 

 

 



Aspectivity October 2022 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

Enya is back in Australia 
 

Contact Bill Webb (‘Balsa Bill’) 
of Alan’s Gippsland Hobbies 
for the extensive Enya range  

Phone or fax 03 5626 4205 

 
Bill continues his sale with reductions on already low prices. 

10% reduction on balsa sheet and carbon strips, tubes, etc.  

15% off on square section balsa; leading and trailing edge 
stock, plus triangular gusset section balsa. 

 

 

 
 

OZeRES   - 2m RES electric glider kit    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $325 

E-Medina  - 2m RES electric glider ARF   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $655 

Medina   - 2m RES glider ARF    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $655 
Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, glass fuselage    .  .   $640 

Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, built up fuselage   .   $470 

Vinco TR  - 4m F5J moulded glider    . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $3,220 

Fury   - 1.5m electric moulded glider   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 
BAMF 2   - 1.5m moulded DLG     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 

ASW 12   - 6.3m Scale GPS racer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   POA 

www.performancemodels.com.au 

 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
www.performancemodels.com.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Anthony Peate    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Daniel Malcman 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site: http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info 
 
If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 
 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until mid-2021, had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck 
Hall in Rowville (or by Zoom) and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  
Visitors are welcome.  Formalities and sometimes a special presentation are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

