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by Ron Hickman 
To all members 

The construction at Rowville continues apace with the Council 
excitingly notifying us of a planned official Council opening 
ceremony mid-December.  That was on Friday Nov 25th, 
however a lot of water can flow under a bridge over a weekend 
and by the following Tuesday the proposed official opening 
ceremony had been postponed to next year. 

As I write this epistle, Council is hoping to have the facility 
available for us by the 16th December. The actual building is 
complete however, whilst many will be aware of the flooding 
problem on the entrance road to the site, which is currently 
being addressed, separately, the Department of Transport 
apparently have concerns over the slip lane on Stud Rd and are 
looking for additional works to be carried out.  At this point in 
time that may mean the site at best may be daytime access only 
until the problems are sorted. 

The Council are now working hard to develop a set of workable conditions that are acceptable to the 
Department of Transport so that some sort of permission to use the entrance to the field off Stud Rd 
can be approved. 

President’s Rant 

Issue 569 
 

December 2022 

 

Deadline for the next Aspectivity is the 3rd February, one week prior to the general meeting which is 
held on the second Friday of the month, 10th February at 8:00pm in the new Rowville club rooms. 

 

 

General Meeting 
The next General Meeting is 8:00pm either as scheduled on Friday 9th or maybe Friday 16th of 

December;  watch for an email.  Hopefully, it will take place in the new Rowville club rooms. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1382746638670488
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On the basis of the information available at the time, the committee opted to move the December 
VARMS general meeting to the following Friday. However, given the uncertain nature of the 
situation, confirmation of the December meeting date and location will now have to wait until the 
situation becomes clearer.  In the meantime, Council have extended the availability of the Aimee 
Seebeck Hall to us should the need arise. 

Life was not meant to be easy, however there is still some 
light at the end of the tunnel (if not on Stud Rd as required 
by Department of Transport). 

Ron Hickman 
 

 
 

Construction of the new clubhouse at Rowville Recreation Reserve looking south on 11th Nov.  
Can you pick the changes from last month’s shot?  Photo by Tim Stewart. 
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Photos taken on 13th November (above) by Tim Stewart and 26th (below). 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Date:  11 November 2022 

Time:  8:00 pm 

Venue: Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville 

Apologies: Nigel Murray 

Visitors: None 

 

November General Meeting minutes 
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Meeting 

1. Opening  Meeting was opened by the Ron Hickman as Chairman at 8:00 pm with 10 

members present. 

2. Previous Minute.  The previous minutes were accepted as published in Aspectivity. 

Moved:  D. Milne  Seconded:  J. Zamit  Passed 

3. Correspondence  The following items of correspondence were received and sent. 

a. Received 

(1) KCC: 

(i) Finalised licence agreement 

(ii) Roller door specifications 

(iii) Security System 

(iv) PIR locations 

(v) Key Access requirements 

(vi) Gas Usage Licence Agreement 

b. Sent 

(1) KCC – Signed Licence Agreement 

4. Business Arising from Previous Minutes 

a. Laser Cutter  There is some money from the dissolution of MESH coming to the 

club.  This will be used to cover the cost of the required ventilation system for the 

Laser Cutter. 

b. Hanging Models from the Ceiling  Geoff Moore is investigating how to best hang 
the models from the ceiling so that they can be safely lowered when required 

without the need for special scaffolding. 

5. Treasurer’s Report  The treasurer’s report was presented.  A motion for it to be accepted 

was made. 

Moved:  B. Clapperton  Seconded:  R. Kassell  Passed 

 

6. Reports  The following items were discussed. 

a. Competitions  The following competition reports were presented: 

(1) F5J  All F5J events were cancelled over the long weekend due to the 

weather. 

(2) 2m RES  The 2m RES event at Diggers Rest was cancelled due to the 

weather. 

7. Rowville Relocation  The work is progressing well and the following items were discussed. 

a. Building 

(1) The building is almost finished with the Building Surveyor likely to sign off on 

the building next Wednesday 16 Nov 22. 
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(2) We have asked if we can get contractor access to install the security system 

after the signoff and before handover. 

(3) We will have five gas bottles with a manual changeover.  These will power 

the generator, stove and hot water.  They KCC will supply the initial gas 

bottles, however we will need to contract for their replenishment with a 

service directly. 

(4) The electricity is on and running the contractor’s tools without issues. 

(5) The KCC documentation initially required card readers inside and outside of 

the roller doors.  We no longer need card readers on the roller doors that can 

be accessed internally.  We are still not sure what controls we will have for 

the roller doors, all we know is that they will be electrically operated. 

(6) There will be a fence between the club room and the flying field running 

along the retaining wall.  While we asked for a larger 3.6m wide gate south of 

the pits for large model access, this was not done.  We will have to install the 

gate ourselves after handover of the site. 

b. Carpark 

(1) The carpark appears to be completed. 

c. Exit off Stud Road  This exit is still having problems with flooding, and the KCC 
and contractors are looking at what can be done to rectify the issue and what it will 

cost.  No work will be done on the entrance until this has been finalised which may 

delay access to the building. 

d. Runway 

(1) The KCC have indicated that we will be allowed access to the runway if there 

are delays in getting access to the building. 

(2) The runway did not appear to flood despite the large amount of rain we have 

had. 

8. General Business  The committee has decided that new members will now serve a two-

year probationary period as an associate member before they can become eligible for full 

membership with voting rights.  At the end of the probationary period, full membership will 

require one final approval by the committee.  The probationary period will end two years 

after the committee approves their associate membership regardless of what time of year 

that occurred. 

9. Presentation  Bruce Clapperton provided a “Show and Tell” of paper craft Sabretooth Tiger 

Head trophy complete with glowing red LED eyes to be used as a theatre prop.  The way 

the model obtained its strength from the folds sparked a number of conversations as to how 

it could be incorporated into model aircraft. 

10. Next Meeting  The committee hopes that the next general meeting will be at 5:00pm on 

Friday, 16 Dec 2022 at the new club house with a BBQ for the end of year.  Given the 

current weather and possible delays, members will be notified if this changes. 

Closure  There being no further business to discuss, the president closed the meeting at 8:35 pm. 
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VARMS is seeking members interested in CAD Design, Drawing, 3D printing, CNC Machining etc. 
who would like to be trained up and certified by Mr Andy Smith to operate the Club’s new laser 
cutter, CNC machine, 3D printers and associated computer equipment.  It is envisaged that some 
four to six operators would then control and operate the equipment on Wednesday nights and 
agreed times, to create members’ suitable projects and needs.  Please contact Gary Ryan 0408 325 
048 email gryan1977@outlook.com to register. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Gary Ryan recently sent an email to a number of members who responded to the “Training 
Opportunity” advert above.  It was in relation to proposed activities at the new clubrooms.  As a 
background to the story, VARMS inherited a fairly large laser cutter last year which is currently in 
storage. I have obtained Gary’s permission to reproduce his email for the benefit of all members. 
 
Gary’s proposal has significant merit.  However, you will note that he is not in a position to take the 
project on himself and is challenging suitably qualified members to step forward to establish and 
manage this Special Interest Group within VARMS. 
 
Ron Hickman, President 
 
 
From: Gary Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 9:22 
AM 
To: <list of interested members> 
Subject: The establishment of a VARMS 
"Build Group" Coordination/Machining 
group 
 
Hi Guys, 
 
I thank you for your kind response and interest in joining a group to be responsible for coordinating, 
running and controlling the possible computerised workshop equipment that might come into 
existence at the new VARMS Clubrooms. 

We must acknowledge that we are yet to get any formal confirmation of exactly what floor area, or 
operational opportunity might become available, and can only consider possible options.  We know 
that the laser cutter is in the storage container and that CNC milling and 3D printing equipment are 
possibilities that could also eventuate. 

Whilst the likes of Andy Smith has offered to make himself available for some machine operating 
training, the real issue is to have available some personalities ready and able to take the 
opportunities forward.  To this end, we might consider that the group would need sufficient 

Request from Gary Ryan 

 

Training opportunity 

 

mailto:gryan1977@outlook.com


Aspectivity December 2022 

 

competency in at least one CAD discipline (Solidworks, Rhino, Fusion 360) to enable them to create 
and handle the necessary .DXF, .IGES or .STL files, and then move into the required CAM software 
for creation of .NC files etc.  Further, whilst some members might be in a position to provide their 
own .DXF cutting files via the likes of Profili, to my mind the group would need to be able to take on 
member requests and then be able to produce the necessary CAD files and cutting/production files. 

Computer equipment and software could be available to assist, but the group would need to take up 
the challenge of learning and assisting others to learn the requirements.  Whilst the club may be 
persuaded to provide some initial ‘start up’ funding I would suggest that the group would need to 
contribute/raise their own funds to get things underway (say $50.00).  I am sure that from the 
contribution of say a reel of PLA ($28.00) or sheets of 2.8mm ply or 2.5mm balsa, the operation 
could very quickly become self-funding.  In each case, the charge out rate for resultant parts, be it 
laser cut or 3D printed would easily create in excess of 100% profit to purchase the next batch of 
materials.  The club might consider how it will seek to control these issues, but that can come later.  
Similarly, club projects could require initial deposit payments to cover material costs. 

I am not able to envisage providing much assistance because of my mobility and the tyranny of 
distance/location issues, so it is up to Club members to consider and take up the challenge. 

Don’t hesitate to make contact with me on any issues raised and I hope that this does better assist 
considerations and our Club’s preparedness to move forward with this opportunity. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Gary M. Ryan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

27 to 29 
January 2023 
 

Sailplane Expo Entry form (184KB, .xls).  For further 
details, see Hutton Oddy 
 

Armidale, NSW 

March 11 to 
19 2023 
 
March 11 - 14 

March 15 - 19 

SSL 50th Anniversary 
International Festival of 
Gliding 
F5J Open International 
Scale Aerotow and GPS 
Triangle Racing 
 

Celebrate Southern Soaring 
League’s 50th Anniversary with one 
of the biggest model glider events 
ever held in Australia! 
 

Milang, SA 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/events/2023/expo/2023-expo-entry.xls
mailto:vhoddy@gmail.com
http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/
http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/
http://www.lsfaustralia.org.au/
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Below is a list of aeromodelling items and gear which has been offered “Free to a Good Home” from 
Brian Spencer’s estate.  This is only being offered to VARMS members as Brian was a member of 
our club.  Items are located in Knoxfield and are free to a good home with a gold coin donation to 
VARMS. 

For further information please email  smalcman@iinet.net.au  or phone Steve Malcman on mobile 
0410 464 186. 

 Swallow Digital Charger & Discharger (12V Input) 

 Hitec HPF-Mi 36Mhz RF Module – CH605 36.050Mhz 

 Hitec Spectra 2.4Ghz RF Module – AFHSS 2.4Ghz 

 Corona RP4S1 4CH synthesised 36Mhz receiver 

 Corona RP-4S synthesised 36Mhz receiver 

 Hitec HFS-05MS FM 5CH Micro Receiver CH631 36.310Mhz 

 Hitec HP-2RNB 29Mhz 2CH receiver 

 Hitec Challenger 720 HP-7RM36F 7CH Receiver no Crystal    

 Futaba FP-R105IP 5CH PCM Receiver no Crystal 

 JR R700 7CH FM Slimline Receiver No Crystal 

 JR Transmitter Crystals (Black) 36.310Mhz, 36.090Mhz, 36.150Mhz, 36.250Mhz, 
29.825Mhz, 36.617Mhz, 36.617Mhz, 36.150Mhz 

The Estate of Brian Spencer 
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 JR Receiver Crystals (Grey) 36.310Mhz, 36.130Mhz, 36.130Mhz, 36.150Mhz, 36.150Mhz, 
36.170Mhz 

 Hitec Crystals – 36.410Mhz, 36.270Mhz, 36.120Mhz, 36.250Mhz, 36.430Mhz, 29.065Mhz, 
29.905Mhz 

 Misc Crystals – Corona 36.330Mhz, 36.310Mhz, 36.190Mhz, 36.410Mhz, 36.490Mhz, 
30.220Mhz, 36.370Mhz, 30.240Mhz, 29.765Mhz 

 JR Max 4 FM 4 Channel Transmitter (Mode 1) CH655 36.550Mhz 

 JR Max 4 Channel Transmitter (Mode 2) CH617 36.170Mhz 

 JR X2610 6 Channel Transmitter (Mode 1) includes original manual CH631 36.310Mhz 

 Futaba 6EXA 6 Channel Transmitter (Mode 1) includes copy of manual CH633 36.330Mhz 

 Graupner JR Power Mos 30 AMP Brushed ESC 

 AC Power Adapter for Tx/Rx x2 

 Hitec Servos – HS-303, HS-
422CW, HS-300 x 2, HS-402, HS-
80 Micro 

 JR Servos – NES-577 x 2 

 Star S-999 Servo 

 E-381 Micro Servo 

 Naro Max BB Premium Micro 
Servos x 2 

 Hextronik HXT900 9Gr Servo x 3 

 Hextronik HXT500 5Gr Servo x 2 
 Power Craft Multi Speed Hobby 

Tool with accessories (Dremel 
Style Multi Speed Tool with flexible 
shaft) 

 Jim Robertson Metal Blue Double 
Transmitter Case (see right) 

 Wooden Laminex style Double 
Transmitter Case (see right) 

 Duster Plans, Fuselage (partially 
constructed), Laser cut plywood 
parts, Foam Core Wings (3x 
Double Panels)  

 2x Bottles of Rubber Latex for 
foam core sheeting 

 Graupner LS4 Canopy – Fair 
condition for its age – No cracks 

 Foam EDO style Float Kit (Small) 
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by Alan Mayhew 
 
I am sad to report to members that Bill Webb has recently died.  Bill lived for several years with a 
major illness and spent much time in hospital along with weekly visits for treatment. 

He lived alone as a farmer in Seaview (near Warragul) and would travel to our meetings in Wantirna 
with his trusty farm dog.  He enjoyed the mateship of the club that we all know. 

Bill was a supplier of balsa and carbon tubes to VARMS members as well as other clubs and 
became affectionately known as Balsa Bill.  This allowed him to stay connected to members in 
contrast to his solitary farm life. 

Lindsay Henderson and I have been asked by Bill's family to carry out his wishes in relation to his 
supply of balsa and carbon.  Bill wanted the supply to be sold off to club members and the proceeds 
to go to VARMS. 

We will let you know when arrangements for this to happen have been put in place. 

Farewell Balsa Bill, you will be missed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The regular Wednesday FFF (FEED, FIX, FLY) nights are now being held at RRR (ROWVILLE 
RECREATION RESERVE) near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm each week.  
The VARMS Covid-safe Plan applies.  There is a link to the Covid-Safe Plan in the Member 
Updates section of the VARMS website for 5th January 2022. 

  

Vale Balsa Bill 

Articles for Aspectivity 
New articles for Aspectivity are needed now.  Why not relax over Christmas and do that article 
you’ve been thinking about.  Send your thoughts (and pictures too) to editor@varms.org.au. 

 

 

OR 

 

The 3Fs @ the 3Rs 

http://www.varms.org.au/
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au
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Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

 
 

OZeRES   - 2m RES electric glider kit    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    $325 

E-Medina  - 2m RES electric glider ARF   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     $655 

Medina   - 2m RES glider ARF    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     $655 

Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, glass fuselage    .  .      $640 

Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, built up fuselage   .      $470 

Vinco TR  - 4m F5J moulded glider   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    $3,220 

Fury   - 1.5m electric moulded glider   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 

BAMF 2   - 1.5m moulded DLG     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 

ASW 12   - 6.3m Scale GPS racer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   POA 

www.performancemodels.com.au 

 

YOUR ADVERT 

in this 
SPACE 

 
contact 

 

editor@varms.org.au 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/www.performancemodels.com.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Daniel Malcman    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Anthony Peate    aerotow@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site – http://www.varms.org.au – for up to date info 
 
If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 
 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until mid-2021, had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the SECOND Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck 
Hall in Rowville (or by Zoom) and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  
Visitors are welcome.  Formalities, and sometimes a special presentation, are usually followed by lively discussions on 
matters of interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

