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by Ron Hickman 
To all members 

Well things have started to move forward at long last.  
The construction has obviously reached a stage 
where the contractor has been able to have the 
building signed off, however the Xmas and Australia 
Day holiday breaks have slowed down the final signoff 
and handover.  I have just received information that 
the slip lane and entrance roadworks have not met 
Department of Transport (DOT) standards and require 
reworking before DOT will allow the entrance to be 
used.  The good news is that they have started work, 
with completion hopefully by the 9th February subject 
to favorable weather conditions.  
 
As well, there is apparently some regulatory 
requirement to have a street light installed outside our 
new entrance.  The existing light on the opposite side 
of Stud Road together with the street lights installed 
on our entrance driveway are apparently insufficient.  
It is my understanding that the DOT require the new 
street light to be installed as part of the construction of 
the off ramp and crossover.  Late last year, when the 
Knox Council became aware of the potential hold up, 
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Deadline for the next Aspectivity is the 3rd March, one week and a bit prior to the general meeting 
which will be held on the Sunday following the second Friday of the month until further notice, i.e.  

Sunday 12th March at 2:00pm in the new Rowville club rooms. 
 

 

General Meeting 
The next General Meeting is 2:00pm on Sunday 12th Feb in the new Rowville club rooms.  Park 
at the No. 2 Oval car park and walk across to the new club rooms.  Do NOT attempt to drive in 

through the new slip lane off Stud Road.  This access is not yet open. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1382746638670488
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they approached us with a proposal and made approaches to DOT to possibly grant a conditional 
permit, restricting the use of the crossover to daylight hours only.  The Council apparently had to 
demonstrate to DOT that they had taken adequate risk mitigation measures to guarantee that the off 
ramp and entrance could only be used during the negotiated hours.  That is the reason that Council 
hurriedly drew up an amendment to our occupancy licence restricting the use of the site to daylight 
hours.  That amendment was signed by us and Council some weeks ago, and I believe has been 
accepted by the DOT. 
 
One of my favorite sayings is “why make things difficult when with a little bit more effort you can 
make them bloody impossible?”  That certainly seems to apply here. 
 
On to more pleasant things, with the Council allowing us early access to the building and field, albeit 
via the “keep fit access route”, we have started to suss out the clubrooms and the field.  We have 
already started to identify a number of small issues - like having to keep running around in circles to 
keep the lights on!  The time delay in the dunny is also obviously set for the younger, more athletic 
generation. 
 
On a more serious note, on our first Saturday in operation for nearly two years, we discovered a 
problem with turbulence on the runway in a relatively brisk northwesterly wind.  This unfortunately 
saw significant damage to Peter Mack’s rather nice yellow cub and some interesting antics from 
others testing the conditions on the day. 
 
Whilst I recognize that there will be many things that we will need to change and update to make the 
clubrooms and the club itself function as we would want them, we really need to get in and settle 
down to make sure that any changes proposed are the most viable for the ongoing benefit of all the 
members.  The next six months or so are going to quite hectic with the installation of our fob 
access/alarm system, laser cutter and other mods that will need to be made to improve the 
functionality of the club so I suggest in fairness to the next committee that any proposed operational 
changes should be deferred until after the AGM with only those urgent matters significantly 
impacting current operations being handled by the current committee.   
 
One of those urgent matters is the monthly general meeting.  Given we have to be completely off 
site prior to sundown, Friday evening meetings at the clubrooms is somewhat problematical.  Whilst 
the Council are still offering us the use of Aimee Seebeck Hall the committee felt it would be more 
appropriate to hold future general meetings in the new clubrooms and resolved to temporarily move 
the general meetings from the Friday to the Sunday following the 2nd Friday of the month, until such 
time as day/night use of the site is allowed.   
 
The February general meeting is therefore now scheduled for Sunday 12th Feb commencing at 
2pm.  I am hoping (but not confident) that the DOT will have signed off on the Stud Rd entrance by 
that time, otherwise it will be a long walk from the No 2 oval carpark. 
 
Hurry up and wait!!!!! 
 
Ron Hickman 
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Photos taken over Rowville on 19th December by Tim Stewart. 
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Date:  9 December 2022 

Time:  8:00 pm 

Venue: Aimee Seebeck Hall, Rowville 

Apologies: This meeting didn’t happen due to uncertainty over the 

                      availability of the new club rooms. 

 
 

 

 

 

VARMS is seeking members interested in CAD Design, Drawing, 3D printing, CNC Machining etc. 
who would like to be trained up and certified by Mr Andy Smith to operate the Club’s new laser 
cutter, CNC machine, 3D printers and associated computer equipment.  It is envisaged that some 
four to six operators would then control and operate the equipment on Wednesday nights and 
agreed times, to create members’ suitable projects and needs.  Please contact Gary Ryan 0408 325 
048 email gryan1977@outlook.com to register. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Gary Ryan recently sent an email to a number of members who responded to the “Training 
Opportunity” advert above.  It was in relation to proposed activities at the new clubrooms.  As a 
background to the story, VARMS inherited a fairly large laser cutter last year which is currently in 
storage. I have obtained Gary’s permission to reproduce his email for the benefit of all members. 
 
Gary’s proposal has significant merit.  However, you will note that he is not in a position to take the 
project on himself and is challenging suitably qualified members to step forward to establish and 
manage this Special Interest Group within VARMS. 
 
Ron Hickman, President 
 
 
From: Gary Ryan 
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 2022 9:22 
AM 
To: <list of interested members> 
Subject: The establishment of a VARMS 
"Build Group" Coordination/Machining 
group 
 

Request from Gary Ryan 

December General Meeting – No minutes 

 

 

Training opportunity 

 

mailto:gryan1977@outlook.com
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Hi Guys, 
 
I thank you for your kind response and interest in joining a group to be responsible for coordinating, 
running and controlling the possible computerised workshop equipment that might come into 
existence at the new VARMS Clubrooms. 

We must acknowledge that we are yet to get any formal confirmation of exactly what floor area, or 
operational opportunity might become available, and can only consider possible options.  We know 
that the laser cutter is in the storage container and that CNC milling and 3D printing equipment are 
possibilities that could also eventuate. 

Whilst the likes of Andy Smith has offered to make himself available for some machine operating 
training, the real issue is to have available some personalities ready and able to take the 
opportunities forward.  To this end, we might consider that the group would need sufficient 
competency in at least one CAD discipline (Solidworks, Rhino, Fusion 360) to enable them to create 
and handle the necessary .DXF, .IGES or .STL files, and then move into the required CAM software 
for creation of .NC files etc.  Further, whilst some members might be in a position to provide their 
own .DXF cutting files via the likes of Profili, to my mind the group would need to be able to take on 
member requests and then be able to produce the necessary CAD files and cutting/production files. 

Computer equipment and software could be available to assist, but the group would need to take up 
the challenge of learning and assisting others to learn the requirements.  Whilst the club may be 
persuaded to provide some initial ‘start up’ funding I would suggest that the group would need to 
contribute/raise their own funds to get things underway (say $50.00).  I am sure that from the 
contribution of say a reel of PLA ($28.00) or sheets of 2.8mm ply or 2.5mm balsa, the operation 
could very quickly become self-funding.  In each case, the charge out rate for resultant parts, be it 
laser cut or 3D printed would easily create in excess of 100% profit to purchase the next batch of 
materials.  The club might consider how it will seek to control these issues, but that can come later.  
Similarly, club projects could require initial deposit payments to cover material costs. 

I am not able to envisage providing much assistance because of my mobility and the tyranny of 
distance/location issues, so it is up to Club members to consider and take up the challenge. 

Don’t hesitate to make contact with me on any issues raised and I hope that this does better assist 
considerations and our Club’s preparedness to move forward with this opportunity. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Gary M. Ryan 



Aspectivity February 2023 

 
 
 

 

Feb 18 – 19 
 

Banjo Paterson Scale Rally Orange Model Aircraft Club Orange, NSW 

March 11 to 
19 2023 
 
March 11-14 

March 15-19 

SSL 50th Anniversary 
International Festival of Gliding 
F5J Open International 
Scale Aerotow and GPS 
Triangle Racing 
 

Celebrate Southern Soaring 
League’s 50th Anniversary with one 
of the biggest model glider events 
ever held in Australia! 
 

Milang, SA 

March 26 Ballarat Radio Model Flying 
Club [BRMFC] 

 

Trawalla Fly in Ballarat, VIC 

April 7 – 10 National Electric Flight Rally 
[NEFR] 
 

The NEFR is a jamboree of electric 
flying activity including a range of 
regular and some fun events 
 

NSW State Field 
Cootamundra 

April 15, 16 Echuca-Moama Model Aero 
Club [EMMAC] 

Annual Fun Fly Contact Fred West, 
fwest@bigpond.net.au 0418 362 100 

VMAA Flying Fd 
Watson Rd, 
Kanyappela 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.omac.org.au/
http://www.southernsoaringleague.club/50th-anniversary-international-festival-of-gliding/
http://www.southernsoaringleague.club/50th-anniversary-international-festival-of-gliding/
http://www.brmfc.org.au/AnnualDisplay.aspx
https://www.aefanet.com/nefr-2021
http://www.emmac.com.au/en/2020funfly
mailto:fwest@bigpond.net.au


Aspectivity February 2023  

  

 



Aspectivity February 2023 

 

 

 

 

Sage advice - adapted from an email by Michael Best to the Committee 
 
A cyber-attack can maliciously disable computers, steal data, or use a breached computer as a 
launch point for other attacks.  Cybercriminals use a variety of methods to launch a cyber-attack, 
including malware, phishing, ransomware, denial of service, among other methods.  Such attacks 
include phishing emails designed to trick you into visiting malicious sites or downloading malware 
used to steal data and damage networks. 

This reminder sets out general guidance on how to protect yourself against such malicious emails. 

DO NOT 

 DO NOT open any suspicious email based on the Subject or Sender—delete it before you 
open it. 

 DO NOT reply to, open attachments from, or click on URLs from unknown and untrusted 
sources. 

 DO NOT ever send personal/sensitive information via email—e.g., credit card number, social 
security number, passwords or account numbers. 

 DO NOT ever give one time security codes over the phone, even to the organisation that you 
believe sent it to you. 

DO 

 DO check for misspellings, grammatical errors, and abnormal spacing that may be indicative 
of a phishing email. 

 DO check links by using your mouse to hover over the hyperlink to determine if the URL 
makes sense with the sender—e.g., matching the sender name to the URL; whether there's a 
foreign name or location in the URL — a mismatch could indicate a phishing attempt. 

 DO use common sense—if it doesn't look right, trust your judgment and delete it. 

RED FLAGS to watch for 

 Does the email ask for any sensitive/personal information (passwords, credit card details, 
social security number, etc.)? 

 Does the email ask for sensitive information about others? 

 Does the email ask you to immediately act or open an attachment to avoid account closure? 

 Does the hover-text link match what's in the text? 

 Does the address in the ‘To:’ field match the sender of the email? 
 
It is critical that you remain vigilant and knowledgeable about phishing and how to avoid falling 
victim to the authors of these phishing attacks. 

Any question, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
 
Michael Best 
Webmaster 
 

Phishing 
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by Bruce Clapperton 
 

 
 

 

Diggers Rest was closed down and the new VARMS facilities were not yet open so the scheduled 
RCGA eRES event was held at Rowville Oval No. 2.  Ten knots of wind and over was forecast so it 
was a pleasant surprise to have much lighter conditions when flying activities commenced in the 
late morning and proceedings got off to a good start with a range of gliders from Radians to the 
latest Medina, plus Kevin’s old timer (whatever it’s called?). 

Rowville Oval No. 2 has, to say the least, a few pilot hazards on the landing approach.  So, for 
future reference, the timer stops when you hit the top of the football goal-posts as they are 
technically attached to the ground.  Fortunately, there was not too much attrition.  New eRES 
competitors Tony Grieger and Michael Kellett played it safe with some last minute electric saves 
and by wisely opting to sit out the last few rounds when the breeze eventually came up. 

Many thanks to Russ Pearce for an extra hand helping to run the event.  Congratulations to Hugh 
Blackburn for a good win at the end of the day.  It was a very tight contest between myself, Bob 
Wilson and Kevin Fryer for 2nd, 3rd and 4th places respectively.  See the table of results below. 
 
Bruce Clapperton 
 
 

RCGA VARMS eRES 15 Jan 23 
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The regular Wednesday FFF (Feed, Fix, Fly) nights are now being held at RRR (Rowville 
Recreation Reserve) near the VARMS shipping container from 7:30 to 8:30pm each week. 

  

Articles for Aspectivity 
New articles for Aspectivity are needed now.  Maybe Covid kept us confined to base and lack of 
a home flying field has hampered operations.  However, if you want to read interesting articles 
in Aspectivity then somebody has to write them.  Send your thoughts (and pictures too) to 
editor@varms.org.au. 

 

 

OR 

 

FFF @ RRR 

 

file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/editor@varms.org.au


Aspectivity February 2023 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Dave’s Toys 4 Big Boys  

Providers of an extensive range 
of aeromodelling supplies 

including 

Jeti 
Vladimir’s Models 
Hyperion Australia 

 

 
 

www.hyperionaustralia.com.au 
 

ph: (03) 9887 0558 
  0415 412 096 

 

 
 

OZeRES   - 2m RES electric glider kit    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    $325 

E-Medina  - 2m RES electric glider ARF   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     $655 

Medina   - 2m RES glider ARF    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .     $655 

Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, glass fuselage    .  .      $640 

Avanti   - 3m REAS electric glider kit, built up fuselage   .      $470 

Vinco TR  - 4m F5J moulded glider   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    $3,220 

Fury   - 1.5m electric moulded glider   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 

BAMF 2   - 1.5m moulded DLG     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   $1,290 

ASW 12   - 6.3m Scale GPS racer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   POA 

www.performancemodels.com.au 

 

https://www.davestoysforbigboys.com.au/
https://www.jetimodel.com/
http://f3j.in.ua/
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au/
file:///F:/www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
http://www.hyperionaustralia.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Nigel/Documents/Home/Flying/Aspectivity/Templates/www.performancemodels.com.au
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President   Ron Hickman  0427 830 949 president@varms.org.au 
Vice President    Lew Rodman    vp@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member / Site Liaison Max Haysom  9801 3899 site_liaison@varms.org.au 
Secretary   Laci Nagy    secretary@varms.org.au 
Treasurer   David Milne  0417 835 766 treasurer@varms.org.au 
Contest Director   Alan Mayhew  0412 994 213 cd@varms.org.au 
Editor    Nigel Murray  0407 820 533 editor@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Mike Barlow    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Daniel Malcman    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Ordinary Member  Rodney Savage    ordinary@varms.org.au 
Aerotow Rep   Anthony Peate    aerotow@varms.org.au 
Membership Secretary  Norman Ripp     membership@varms.org.au 
Heli Group Rep   Geoff Moore  9802 2044  heli@varms.org.au 
Sports Power Rep  Ken Madill    power@varms.org.au 
Asset Manager   Vacant     asset@varms.org.au 
Webmaster   Michael Best    web_master@varms.org.au 
Registrar   Thomas Rawlins    registrar@varms.org.au 

 

VARMS Web Site – http://www.varms.org.au – for the most up to date information 
 
If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and the VMAA, so we can maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our activities, please contact the Secretary or any Committee member. 
 

  
 

 

 
VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to bring together aero-modellers who were interested in building and flying radio-
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places but, until mid-2021, had a home at Briggs field in Wantirna and are in 
the process of establishing a new base at Police Paddocks in Rowville, an outer eastern suburb of Melbourne, Australia. 
 

 

VARMS organises competitions in Slope and Thermal Soaring, operating models from fun-fly to scale, open 
competition, aerotow, bungee, winch and electric gliders.  Members also fly a range of power and rotary wing models. 
 

General Meetings are held at 7:30pm on the second Friday of each month (except January) at the Aimee Seebeck Hall 
in Rowville and during daylight saving there may be limited flying before the meeting starts at 8.00pm.  Visitors are 
welcome.  Formalities, and sometimes a special presentation, are usually followed by lively discussions on matters of 
interest to aeromodellers and drawing of the raffle followed by a cup of your favourite brew. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 

Affiliated with the Federation Aeronautique Internationale (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

VARMS Office bearers 

mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:ordinary@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:power@varms.org.au
mailto:web_master@varms.org.au
mailto:registrar@varms.org.au
http://www.varms.org.au/

