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1968 

The Committee 

President  Peter Prussner  Secretary  Alan Villiers 

Treasurer  Ray Datodi  Editor   Alan Villiers/John Marriott 

Contest Director Lew Abbott  Safety Officer  John Chidzey 

Canteen  Brian Condon  (Assistants to S.O.) Peter Mather/Bob Cooper 

 

The VARMS Inaugural Committee at work. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Feb 1968 - Mt. Hollowback, Ballarat.  

Aspectivity Issue 32 of January 1973 indicates 

that Peter Prussner advertised locally in Ballarat 

& Melbourne Hobby shops for a soaring meeting 

that drew 200 people to Mt Hollowback 

(Ballarat), many with models that were used to 

provide flying demonstrations. 

 

14th April 1968 - The Bald Hill, (Mt Bacchus), 

Bacchus Marsh. The Association formed, named 

& Committee elected as per above, (Effectively, 

this was the FIRST General Meeting). 

Victoria's first radio controlled model slope 

meeting as per poster (See Ed.77/Feb77 for 

poster) 

(See Aspectivity issue No 70/July 1976 for 

reminiscence of the creation of VARMS). 
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Special news sheets also issued to indicate flying meetings specifically for models without 

"audible" means of support" as per the following list:- 

Slope Soaring Rally 14
th
 April 1968, (The Bald Hill), Mt Bacchus, Bacchus Marsh 

Flying day, Sunday 23rd June 1968,  Fisherman's Beach, Torquay. 

 

As at June 31 1968, VARMS had 40 members 
 

Slope Soaring Meeting 15
th
 September 1968, Yaloak Vale 

Slope Soaring meeting, Sunday 13
th
 October 1968, Mt Bacchus, Bacchus Marsh. 

Flying Day, Sunday 27th April 1969, Beveridge (Mt Fraser) 

Flying Day, Sunday 25th May 1969 at Yalloak Vale. 

Flying Day, Sunday 22nd June 1969, at Yalloak Vale. 

A Flying Weekend - December 6 & 7 1969 at Philip Island. 

 

Association magazine was "V.A.R.M.S. OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER", first issued (No. 1) July 

1968.  The following was also included in the first newsletter. 

 

Minutes of General Meeting - June 1968 

 

This meeting was held at the Railways Institute Buildings in Flinders Street on June 21
st
, 1968. 

 The meeting was opened at 8.30 p.m. by the President Mr. P. Prussner, who welcomed 

everyone present. 

 The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as read. 

Proposed Mr. McLeod  Seconded Mr. Druce 

 

Inwards Correspondence 

 A letter from General Accident Insurance Company for individual single accident insurance 

of $20,000 for a premium of $2.48 per annum. 

 The matter of insurance was felt to be too important to decide on the basis of one quote so 

that it was moved by Mr. Chidzey and Seconded by Mr. Mather that it be left to a meeting. 

 

General Business 

1. Election of two Office Bearers ï Public Relations Officer and Safety Officer. 

 As there were no nominations of Public Relations Officer this position on the Committee 

was left vacant for the time being.  For the position of Safety Officer four nominations were 

received.  However, after some discussion it was decided that we should have one Safety Officer 

and two or three assistants so that the safety officer can be relieved of his duties in the event of his 

being unable to attend a meeting or while he was flying. 

 For the position of Safety officer it was moved by Mr. Learmont and Seconded by Mr. 

Druce that Mr. Chidzey be safety Officer and Messrs Mather and Cooper act as assistants.  This was 

passed unanimously. 

2. Membership Rules 

 This matter was discussed at length and it was decided to leave until a further meeting, the 

matter of a constitution and other general association rulings. 

 However, it was felt by both the Committee and members present that the Committee would 

exercise its powers as an executive committee and it should not have to refer to the full membership 

for a decision on matters affecting the running of the association.  It was decided to adopt this 

manner of operating for this year in order to expedite the current program. 

 

3. Treasurers Report 

 The Treasurer Mr. Datodi outlined the Committeeôs views on fees.  It was proposed that 

there be a $1.00 joining fee for Senior and $2.00 per annum subscription rate.  For Juniors the 
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joining fee will be 50C and annual subscription rate of $1.00 

 It was decided by the Treasurer to operate an interest bearing cheque account which would 

require two or three office bearerôs signature. 

 

4. Affiliation Fees 

 Mr McLeod raised the issue of separate Affiliation Fees.  After some discussion this 

question was left with the Committee to find other contacts for information regarding the practice of 

other clubs and associations in this field. 

 The above question raised by the Treasurer of separate entry fees, annual subscription and 

the necessity of a rate for Juniors was put in the form of a motion by Mr. Learmont and Seconded 

by Mr. Chidzey ï was carried unanimously. 

 

5. Likely Association Activities 

 The following of the meeting as expressed by those in attendance was that the following 

activities would be of interest: 

 (a)  General Flying Days 

 (b)  Competition Days 

  Consisting of: 

   (i)  Spot Landings 

   (ii)  Nominated Time flights 

   (iii)  Five minute maximum Aerobatic flights (Spin, loop, spot.) 

   (iv)  Touch and Go 

   (v)  Limbo 

  

 The meeting felt that the committee should issue a Flying Calendar. 

 It was decided that Sunday was a most suitable day and that the second Sunday of each 

month would be a normal Flying Day (VARMS day).  This was moved by Mr. Chidzey and 

Seconded by Mr Cooper. 

 It was moved by Mr. Mather and seconded by Mr. Druce that the alternate months flying 

day be devoted to competitions. 

 Members suggested the following sites as being suitable for investigation of the Committee 

as future prominent flying areas: Wonga Park, Eltham, Mt. Holden ï Sunbury, Beveridge, 

Torquay, Yallock Vale, Werribee Gorge, Bald Hill ï Mt. Bacchus. 

 

 This concluded the formal business of the evening.  Members then relaxed to watch films of 

Slope Soaring by Mr. Learmont and a film by the President ï Mr. Prussner which was accompanied 

by a taped commentary, was most enthusiastically applauded by all present. 

 It was a most professional presentation.  After the conclusion of the film show the President 

thanked all those for their attendance and closed the meeting at approximately 10.50 p.m. 

*oooo000oooo* 

 

In the First Newsletter was the following 2 items of correspondence: 

NEWS from TASMANIA 

 Fred Stevens writes telling of his present plans.  He is a modeller with 41 years of 

experience and is just moving into radio soaring with a semi scale Foka 6' 8" at 14 oz. sq. ft. with 

OS API gear on board.  He would like to know of scale plans that are available.  Please write to 

indicated address. 

 

NEWS from SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Mal Pring writes quote "Had a big break through on the slope, using 1500 Deacs for long life.  I had 

a flight of 3 hours 2 minutes, which is a new unofficial S. A. record.  Batteries will go for 4 1/2 

hours, ..... good luck.   Mal. 
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General News 

New models to be seen shortly - according to the grapevine : 

Ralph Tabley  Vulture Own design T Tail 

Peter Prussner  Royalist Own design T Tail 

Alan Villiers  Arrow  Scale fibre glass fuse. 

Ray Datodi  Vulture Foam wings, T Tail 

The first magazine also contained the 'first' advertisement for a hobby shop - Central Hobby Centre, 

Princes walk, Melb. (Les Heap) 

 

Margaux Claughton (Nee Condon) welcomed into VARMS (No 33) 

 

Competition categories: Single channel, Reeds, Proportional and Single & Multi surface. 

 

An invitation extended to VARMS by Mal Pring to attend the S.A. Slope Championships on 31 

August & 1 September 1968.  Events to be: Towline launch, Power Assist. launch, Pylon, 

Aerobatics & Limbo. 

Those electing to attend were: 

Peter Prussner  John Marriott  Ralph Tabley  Alan Villiers 

Ray Datodi  David Villiers  Neil McLeod  Ralph Learmont 

Margaux Condon Alan Willis  Brian Condon  Roger Druce 

 

D & D.A.R.C.S. 2nd Annual Fly-In featured an aero-tow of Stan Barton's 'Impala' by Keith Follett's 

power model. 

 

MODEL REVIEW 

Heard and seen on the Hill: 

Most realistic machine  Peter Prussner "Zefir" 

Pilot with most air time  Alan Griffith 

Most unusual Model   Barry Angus "Deltair" 

Most popular Model   Foka 

Largest Model    Peter Prussner "Aurora" - 14ft. 

Smallest Model   Brian Woods "Wizard of Ozz" 
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PROPOSED RULES & REGULATIONS FOR FUTURE COMPETITION EVENTS 

(From VARMS OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER No 4, March 1969) 

1. AEROBATICS 

 Each model allowed 5 minutes to complete pattern. 

 A. Classification of Models 

  (i) Rudder only 

  (ii)  Intermediate (Reeds, Galloping Ghost, Cascade systems, Filters) 

  (iii)  Full proportional control. 

 

 B. PATTERNS 

  (i) Spins -Singular or consecutive - Max. of  3 - 20 points poss. 

  (ii)  Loops -       "                   "                 "     "    2 - 15 points poss. 

  (iii)  Rolls        "                   "                 "     "    2 - 15 points poss. 

  (iv) Inverted - 3 seconds minimum  - 10 points poss. 

  (v) Stall turns - maximum of 2   - 10 points poss. 

  (vi) Spot Landing (Inclusion depending on weather)     (See 4 below) 

 

2. PYLON EVENTS 

 Pylons generally 100 yards apart. 

 A. Classification of Models 

  (i) Rudder only 

  (ii)  The rest - (i.e. 1.A.(ii) and (iii) above, combined) 

 B.  Patterns 

  (i) PYLON RACE 

   (a) The start shall take place from the left at the left hand pylon.  All  

   contesting models to be in the air before the one minute count down. 

   (b) After the starting signal a model begins its laps by passing the left pylon 

   flying towards the right pylon. 

   (c) A lap is defined as from the outside of the left pylon, along the slope, past 

   the right pylon and back to the left pylon.  Planes do not have to fly around 

   the pylon - only past them. 

   (d) Each plane should have some distinct differentiating marking on it;  

   frequency colours where frequency flags are waving by pylon officials to  

   signal passing the pylon. 

   (e) Models may be relaunched if they become grounded through lack of wind 

   or/etc.  Relaunching to be carried out only by pilot or his official assistant. 

   (f) Official assistant is to be previously nominated signal caller and lap  

   counter. 

   (g) A set number of laps for the event will be determined prior to the event 

   depending on the prevailing conditions. 

  (ii)  PYLON TIME TRIALS 

   (a) The start shall be by hand launch at the time of the starting signal. 

   (b) The duration of the event shall be 5 minutes. 

   (c) Laps shall be counted to the last half lap. 

   (d) All other relevant rules as for PYLON RACE shall apply to this event. 

 

3. LIMBO EVENT 

 Event conducted under streamer or similar, suspended between 2 pylons.  Pylon  

 separation depending on weather conditions. 

 A. Classification of Models 

      As for Aerobatics. 
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B. Rules. 

  (i) Model must pass under streamer and avoid contact with ground and streamer. 

  (ii) The streamer is lowered after each round. 

  (iii) Solid contact with the ground while attempting manoeuvre or breaking streamer 

  disqualifies contestant. 

  (iv) Winner shall be the pilot whose plane navigates the smallest gap successfully. 

 

4. SPOT LANDING 

 Spot will be marked by Contest Director. 

 A. Classification 

      At discretion of Contest Director/Committee. 

 B. Rules 

  (i) Each model shall have an event time of a minimum of one minute and maximum 

  of five minutes. 

  (ii) Object is to land as close to the spot as possible. 

  (iii) A possible of 20 points to be awarded for approach and landing position. 

  (iv) Crash landing on the spot will render the competitor liable to disqualification. 

The Contest Director and/or Committee reserve the right to adjust all or part of the rules to suit a 

particular condition or circumstance. 

 

OFFICIAL NEWS LETTER - Issue Number 2, Oct. 1968 indicates the fee structure was:- 

Annual subscriptions at $1.00 joining fee and $2.00 per annum (Juniors under 16, 50c & $1.00 

respectively.) 

 

AERO-TOWING -VARMS Official Newsletter No. 2 - October 1968. 

Committee members viewed some flying sites on the Mornington Peninsula recently for the 

December 15th Competition Day (very promising), then travelled to Dandenong to see some of the 

events at the D & D.A.R.C.S. 2nd Annual Fly-In.  Special interest was centered on the aero-tow of 

Stan Barton's 'Impala' by Keith Follett's power model.  I was a little disappointed with what I saw 

and the commentary given for the glider's flight didn't enthuse for our association. 

 Take a length of rubber, as long as you can afford, attach to tail of any tug plane and the 

other end to the glider, release tug, wait for tension on rubber, release glider which virtually 

catapults into the air.  I suppose it's one way to get up there!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 -69 Membership  

ð 68 Members  
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1969 - 70 
The Committee 

President  Ray Datodi  Secretary  Alan Villiers 

Treasurer  Ralph Tabley  Editor   John Marriott 

Contest Director Peter Prussner  Safety Officer  John Chidzey 

Social Secretary Brian Condon 

Annual General Meeting scheduled for Friday 27th June 1969 

Honorary (Life) Membership conferred on Peter Prussner 

Association magazine (Tri monthly) named "HIGH ASPECT", first issue July 1969, a seeming 

innocent item from this magazine- 

TO HEAR OR NOT TO HEAR. 

 The problem of communication on the slope has been solved with the purchase of the loud 

hailer.  Discussion before purchase re its volume brought forth the statement that its power was at 

least 1 1/2 'PRINGS'.  Suitable indeed! (Possibly a reference to an Associate member from South 

Australia). 

 

Also from the same magazine an emphatic reference to Digital Proportional R/C equipment- 

TRADES NOTES 

 Latest commercial gear comes from FUTABA.  This Digital Proportional system 

comprising four servos (FP31's), gimbal joysticks, and a special light-weight holder for pen cell 

batteries (for lightweights).  Keith Hearne has flown for two hours on this setup with no ill effects. 

(Obviously very user friendly).  Special feature of the system is the 240V (plug straight in) battery 

charger for both Rx and Tx batteries.  All this for $399. 

And for the INSURANCE conscious flyer a policy endorsed for R. C. through Les Heap at $4.32 

for $40,000 cover, and $6.48 for $100,000 cover 

 

High Aspect Vol 2, No. 2., contained the following comments by the President, Ray Datodi; 

THE CRITICAL YEAR  
 Analysis of an organizationôs progress in its second year of existence 

is often indicative of its future potential; VARMS has entered its critical year!  

To date this year has been loaded with major events resulting in extremes of 

activity on the part of the Committee.  VARMS has seen our Newsletter 

graduate to a Magazine, and since the last issue of ñHigh Aspectò, we have 

conducted our first Annual General Meeting, our first Birthday Dinner Dance 
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and our most recent venture, the first Slope and Thermal Soaring Nationals in Victoria, which I 

might add, were a great success and the smooth running, a credit to our Contest Director, Peter 

Prussner. 

 The high density of activity has left little time for the committee as a whole, to closely 

examine some matters of importance, such as the number of first year members who have rejoined, 

the ever increasing new membership and other facts pertinent to the analysis of our Associationôs 

progress.  However a quick glance at the statistics shows an encouraging figure of subscriptions 

paid for 69-70.  As is already apparent to you, ñHigh Aspectò has already had a face lift.  John 

Marriott, our editor is to be commended for his progressive and energetic approach to the mammoth 

task of producing our magazine.  His personal involvement in the production of the photographic 

plates must be a considerable drain on his already heavily burdened ñspare timeò. 

 Whilst on the subject of photography, a vote of thanks must go to Johnôs brother Neil.  Neil 

has been the silent working photographic genius who produces these excellent action shots of our 

members. 

 So far, so good.  We have looked at the brighter side of VARMS; however, there are a few 

items I would care to bring to the notice of members, which are, unfortunately, of a more sombre 

nature.  The common factor in recent disappointments is the lack of member involvement and 

participation in activities other than monthly flying meetings.  The two most prominent occasions 

which have come to mind are the A. G. M. and the Dinner Dance.  Your participation in group 

activities of this nature is vital, if we hope to continue on our present course. 

 It is well realised that flying is the main goal and interest of all members, but in order to 

enjoy organised flying meetings and competition, one must be prepared to participate in activities 

extra to flying, after all, VARMS is not very demanding on members in regard to indoor meetings 

or working bees.  On the brighter side, however, both of the above mentioned occasions proved to 

be most enjoyable and indeed successful. 

 It is hoped that future occasions, be it business or pleasure, will see a larger number of 

members participate. 

 V.A.R.M.S. program for ô69 ï ô70, is aimed at contributing towards the advancement of 

slope soaring in general: 

 We have: 

 (a)  Consolidated frequency allocations. 

 (b)  Affiliated with V.A.R.C.A. 

 (c)  Streamlined monthly competitions (new contests are envisaged). 

... and finally, it is rumoured that one or two of our members intend setting association records. 

 The warmer weather is fast approaching, so brush the cobwebs off that bar-b-q and bring 

along the family to the next meeting.  It might pay to give your wife or girlfriend a practise with 

your second best model; you never know when we may have a ladies event on our contest calendar, 

(I know what youôre thinking, but donôt say it ï the kids might be listening.) 

 I wish you luck ï and keep turning away from the hill. 

 

~~~~~ 
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Celebration dinner for VARMS 1st Birthday was held 8
th

 August 1969 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 1969 - A news sheet of this date contained the following comments by President, Ray 

Datodi. 

 Over the past few years, R/C Gliding be it thermal or slope, has reached a high level of 

popularity throughout the world.  As a result of growing interest, we shall see for the first time R/C 

gliding competitions in our Victorian State Championships in March 1970. 

 We are indebted to Mr. Alan Villiers (Sec. VARMS) for his efforts in engineering the above 

mentioned competitions in his capacity as VARMS delegate for V.A.R.C.A. (Victorian 

Aeronautical Radio Control Association), which is responsible for the running of State 

Championships. 

Mentioned in the Newssheet of December 1969, that Mr. Allan Villiers (VARMS Secretary) is also 

a delegate to the Victorian Aeronautical Radio Control Association (V.A.R.C.A.), it seems VARMS 

was affiliated from the outset. 

 

March 1970 in 'High Aspect' Vol 2, No. 3 contained the following in-depth article on; 

Winch Launching (as seen by Alan Willis and Ralph Learmont). 

 To the uninitiated, a wench (oop's winch) is used to thrust a pilot's prize possession up 

yonder.  The average gliding enthusiast is aware of towline and highstart launches and knows of 

their limitations in calm conditions. A winch by virtue of its adjustable launching speed is able to 

cope with winds ranging from a 5 m.p.h. tailwind to 15 m.p.h. headwinds.  This is achieved by 
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varying the rotational speed of a drum, on which the line is wound. 

 Our winch consists of a 12 volt starter motor driven by a 12 volt car battery from which 

various voltage tappings can be selected.  By experience, the operator interrelates the effects of 

wind velocity, model size and model's rate of climb at all times during the launch and selects the 

appropriate voltage tapping.  It should be explained at this point that the motor automatically reacts 

to changing line tensions by slowing down or speeding up.  For example - A model might 

experience a gradual increase in wind strength as it climbs, thus increasing the load on the towline.  

Instantaneously, the motor assumes a lower speed such that the power output of the motor remains 

constant.  (Power output is proportioned to line speed - line tension). 

 The load on the line is also affected by the elevator position.  Up elevator produces extra lift 

hence greater line tension.  Down elevator produced the opposite effect.  Thus it can be seen that the 

success of a launch is dependent on the skill of both the pilot and the winch operator.  The winch 

continuously maintains a balance between line tension and airspeed of the model such that at no 

time is the glider overloaded.  This factor is an inherent safety feature of such a system.  This 

should reassure modellers of any misgivings they have about winch launchings. 

 The motor and battery are housed in a large wooden box.  A simple line feeder is 

incorporated on the winch to prevent the line jumping the rim of the drum.  The feeder pivots on the 

same axis of the drum and being counter-balanced, follows the angle of the incoming line. 

900' of light cord and 100' of nylon make up the towline.  The nylon absorbs any abrupt changes in 

load upon the model.  A small drogue (para) chute is used to maintain line tension after release.  

The design of the chute prevents it from opening on the tow. 

 We have had extensive experience in launching both small and medium size gliders with 

plenty of guts to spare and anticipate that our winch is capable of handling up to 12' jobs.  In no 

wind conditions a typical launch using 400' of line, produced a height of approximately 200'.  In 

favourable winds (5 - 10 m.p.h.) a higher % of original line length is converted into height. 

 It is anticipated that the efficient operation of a winch at a soaring meeting could produce a 

launch turnover rate of 30 per hour. 

 

The same magazine announces the opening of Riverside Hobbies (formerly Central Hobby Centre, 

Prop. Les Heap) at 3 Princes Walk, Melb., under the management of Roy Moodie 

26 April 1970 - saw the first issue of "Aspectivity" as a monthly newsletter. 

Notable points made by the new President: VARMS' 1st A.G.M. (June 27th 1969), 1st Birthday 

Dinner Dance, 1st Slope Soaring Nationals held in Victoria, consolidated frequency allocations, 

affiliated with V.A.R.C.A., streamlined monthly competitions, and electric powered winches. 

A flying weekend at Philip Island, December 6 & 7 1969. 

28/9/1969 - Peter Prussner claims Slope Flight Record of 3hrs 1minute. 

High Aspect vol 2. No 1. July 1969 Excerpts from "Chairman's Pros and Cons. (Peter Prussner), 

... V.A.R.M.S. is officially one year old. 

... A flying accident at Beveridge heralds the requirement for Insurance. 

... It is obvious from the results of our past flying meetings that our flying activities are going to be 

modified by the introduction of thermal soaring and possible power assisted flights, especially on 

those calm days.  There are several members who are at present experimenting with various "calm 

day" projects such as, aero towing, winch towing, hi-start, and power pods. As soon as positive 

results have been achieved the editor will publish progressive comments and recommendations in 

the field of thermal soaring and its application in our hobby. 

 

High Aspect, Vol. 2, No 3. of March 1970 contained the following comments by Ray Datodi 

(President).  1970 -- a new year, a new decade, if the advancements in our hobby in this decade 

follows the pattern of progress made in the last decade we are in for an exciting era.  V.A.R.M.S. 

hopes to contribute in some small way to the changes; we all look forward to as time goes by.  He 

also mentioned that Secretary, Alan Villiers attended the 1969/70 Nationals at Wallacia, N.S.W., 

his personal contact with the organisers has led to serious consideration being given to making 
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soaring a Nationals event.  (Thermal Glider was held as an Un-official event at the 1970/71 

Nationals at Strathalbyn, S. A.).  (It should be noted that the organisers of the 1971/72 Nationals 

at Northam, W. A., were also requesting that a Glider event be part of their Nationals). This 

year's programme will introduce new activities with their associated problems and challenges.  As 

an example, the Victorian State Championships gliding event was planned as a Thermal Gliding 

contest resulting in much activity in thermal flying practice.  He also commented on the L.S.F. as 

follows;  Possibly one of the most exciting proposals on the yearôs calendar is the introduction to 

the League of Silent Flight activities.  ...In the long term we see the promise of an Australian 

Chapter of the L.S.F., an organisation which would do much for gliding in Australia.  A further call 

was made for as many people as possible to complete and forward their "Intent to Associate" slip, to 

then obtain their Level 1 forms and ultimately provide the necessary 25 members with Level 1 to 

achieve this. 

Camping/Flying weekend held Easter weekend, 4th - 8th April 1969 at Tidal River, Wilson's 

Promontory (Nat. Park), 

Flying Sites: Yalloak Vale, Mt. Fraser (Beveridge), Mt. Hollowback, Sandringham (near yacht 

club),  
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VARMS ï First A. G. M. ï June 27
th

 1969 

MINUTES OF FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Held at Rothman's Conference room 

on June the 27th, 1969 

 

 The Chairman, Mr. Peter Prussner introduced to the members present the Rothman's 

representative, Mr. Norm Lumley, who was also immediate Past President of M.A.R.C.S. 

 Mr. Lumley welcomed V.A.R.M.S. to the Rothman's Conference Centre and pointed out 

that he believed that Associations such as ours should make an effort to interest Companies in our 

Hobby with a view to getting their support. 

 With this introduction the meeting was declared open. 

 The Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting were read and were accepted and 

signed by the Chairman. 

 The Treasurer, Mr. Datodi, said that the Bank balance stood at $64.67.  This was accepted 

and ratified by the members present. 

 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

 Mr. Prussner took the opportunity of outlining the short history of V.A.R.M.S.  He also 

included a breakdown of the Year's events, among which was the first record attempt which was an 

endurance record by Mr. Datodi of 2 1/2 hours. 

 Mr. Prussner suggested that we increase the number of social activities associated with the 

Association and said the Committee would endeavour to develop this side.  Mr. Prussner thanked 

the Committee for their support in this important formative year. 

 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 

 The Secretary briefly reported that membership was on the increase.  That Senior Members 

were 44, 5 Juniors and 5 Associates. 

 Correspondence had been entered into with Overseas contacts and magazines and that 

updated Membership lists have been distributed.  Flying notices have been sent to members for each 

of the twelve meetings.  He also made a plea for corrections to the address list to be sent in 

immediately. 

 

EDITOR'S REPORT 

 Mr. Marriot covered the history of High Aspect and explained the proposed format for 

Volume 2.  He then handed out issue No. 1 in the new format.  This was enthusiastically welcomed. 

 

CONTEST DIRECTOR 

 Mr. Lou Abbot commented on the years activities and said that he was disappointed in the 

support that the Single Channel contests had received.  He then went on to give the placings in the 

years aggregate positions 

 The Multi Channel prize went to A. B. Villiers. 

 The Single Channel prize went to L. Abbot. 

 The Grand Aggregate prize went to P. Prussner. 

The presentation of trophies was to be left till the Dinner Dance. 

 

SOCIAL SECRETARY 

 Mr. Condon spoke briefly on his efforts through the year to raise funds by holding Raffles 

and his efforts to provide refreshments at each site.  Service was not patronised as well as could be, 

but was one which was appreciated by those who used it.  He also outlined his likely activities for 

the following year. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

 Mr. Datodi with the aid of an excellent chart showed that total expense of $134 was  

split up as in the chart -- 

Receipts $131 - mostly from subscriptions but including Competition Entry Fees and sale of 

Badges. 

He indicated that our budget for the next Financial Year would necessitate a change in the 

Subscription rate to $1.00 Joining, and $4.00 Annual Subscription.  Payable in two halves if 

required and due June 30th.  New members joining between June and December would pay $4 and 

those joining between January 1st and June 30th - $2. 

He believed that on this basis the Association would finish with approximately the same balance as 

presently existed and that the income derived from these subscriptions would cover the cost of the 

Magazine and the proposed equipment purchases. 

 

ELECTION 

 At this point the Chairman asked Mr. Roy Moody to take the chair in order to hold the 

Election of the new Committee. 

All Committee positions became vacant and all Committee members except Mr. Lou Abbot 

indicated that they were standing re-election.  One extra nomination, Mr. Ralph Tabley had been 

received and as there were seven nominations for the seven vacant positions, no ballot was 

necessary. 

Mr. Moody put it to the assembled members: 

1. Were there any objections to those standing, 

2. Would they by show of hands, approve the motion proposed by Mr. McLeod, seconded by 

Mr. Heap, to elect the seven nominations as Committee Members.  It was passed unanimously. 

 

LIFE MEMBER 

 Mr. Datodi then took the chair as President for this year. 

His first task he indicated was a very pleasant one, he proposed to all present that Mr. Prussner who 

was the founder of the Association should be made the Association's first Life Member.  He 

outlined the tremendous work that Peter had done in getting together those interested and the time 

and expense he had gone to and that it would be fitting now that the Association was on its feet, that 

we should so honour the person who had made it all possible.  Mr. Datodi then formally proposed 

that Mr. Peter Prussner be made a Life Member.  the proposal was seconded by the 

Secretary Mr. A. Villiers, it was passed unanimously.  

Mr. Prussner then responded, thanking those present for the honour bestowed upon 

him. 

A break was then had for supper prepared by the wives and friends of the Committee, 

to whom we express our thanks. 

Following this, Slope Soaring films were shown and the meeting closed at 11.00 p.m., after the 

President thanked Mr. Lumley for the use of the excellent Rothman's facilities. 

      R. Datodi, Chairman. 
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1st National Soaring Championships, Geelong, 6 - 7 Sept. 1969 

(As this event is such an auspicious occasion, it is worthy of including the full account of it as 

published in 'HIGH ASPECT', Vol. 2, No. 2, October 1969). 

 

WINTERY CONDITIONS FOR SOARING AND GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS. 

 The average person can't be blamed for choosing to remain in air-conditioned warmth of 

their home in such adverse weather as we experienced on the 6th-7th September.  Only determined 

enthusiasts attended the first ever all Australian Gliding Championships held in Geelong on ideal 

and picturesque sites 

The Nats. were officially opened at 10 am. by Ray Datodi.  Competitors were briefed and made 

their way to the appropriate locations in strong, gusty wind conditions.  Free flight comps were 

characterised by models dashing, darting and crashing.  But owners were ready with first aid, tapes 

and balsa.  After one bad crash, Mal Pring from South Australia, had an excellent fluker flight of 1 

minute, 24 seconds.  Mal's best ever flight seemed threatened by the appearance of a local, Brian 

Hall, who limped to the site, gingerly manipulating a weird concoction.  He confronted puzzled 
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competitors and a cautious but smiling judge, Alan Villiers.  It had to be admitted, that this thing 

vaguely resembled a plane but made from rubber and inflated with hydrogen, most serious minded 

competitors were somewhat apprehensive.  The rules as they existed, could not rule it out.  

Officially, the flight was 27 seconds before disappearing over the crest of the hill.  The flight, 

however, according to spectators on top of the hill, continued indefinitely before ascending into the 

clouds. 

 Only two competitors braved conditions for power assistance.  Graeme Sinclair started well 

until the motor cut and the radio "blew a fuse".  The model went into a steep dive thus eliminating 

the first competitor.  John Marriott's Mid-1 suffered wing fatigue and descended in a flat spin 

managing not to gain more points than his opposition, but to lose fewer - he won. 

 After lunch, Mal Pring, (S.A.) & Stuart Osman turned on an excellent exhibition of copy 

book tow-line launching.  Locals with less experience were unable to combat gusty conditions. 

 Saturday closed with a get together in the Highton Church Hall, where we mended  

models, talked and watched appropriate films, talked & then snatched the opportunity for a little 

conversation whilst supper was served.  Excellent quality photographs by Jack (Neil) Marriott were 

on display; also two large soarers - Stuart Osman's 12ft. span, yet unnamed and a partly built ??? 

scale Zefir, 14ft. span by self. 

 After a brief rest on Sunday morning, the weather forecast suggested all that was rotten, and 

for once it was right.  The most suitable flying site was opposite the "Village Drive In".  By 9 am. 

competitors began arriving.  Pylon races started on time in unfavourable conditions.  In Single 

channel, Lew Abbott was best, managing 2 1/2 laps battling against a strong cross wind. 

 Multi -pylon was far more exciting and drew thirteen entries.  By this time, a large crowd 

was already viewing the "goings on" from the comfort of their cars.  the races started and ended 

with a bang, and the outcome after several heats resulted with a win to John McGrain who achieved 

a time of 6 mins. 43 secs. after a 15 lap race, close behind came Stuart Osman, his time being 7 

mins. 5 secs. David Bevan was third with a time of 7 mins. 54 secs. 

 Next on the agenda, single aerobatics flown in hail, rain and cold.  There were only four 

competitors, resulting in a win to Ralph Tabley.  As we were ahead of time, Contest director, 

Judges and competitors sheltered in the tent, waiting for the squall to pass.  In the middle of the 

blizzard a calm voice said, "Could I fly off now, these conditions would suit my model best?"  

Hesitantly, one of the judges followed David Bevan to the site mumbling strange words.  An 

outstanding performance by Barry Angus, flying his "Deltair", took 1st honours in this event. 

 Last event on the program was the Limbo with single channel being decided very early.  

Lew Abbott, one of only a few competitors made one successful pass and qualified for first place.  

The multi-event, however, did not sort itself out as easily, but the weather did - it calmed down at 

last.  Once the streamer was lowered to six feet above the ground, the number of competitors was 

quickly halved.  Another adjustment of two feet eliminated two more models which left Barry 

Angus, John McGrain, Geoff Trone and Ralph Learmont.  The streamer was lowered again and still 

the gliders passed.  During the closing stages, the wind had dropped off to almost nil.  Spectators 

and judges cheered with each new pass and finally it was over.  A tie for second place between 

Ralph and Geoff with Barry taking first place with his "Foka". 

Presentation of certificates and trophies followed to the appropriate persons, and the first National 

Soaring Championships were over. 

 

 

SYNOPSIS:- AUSTRALIAN MODEL SOARING AND GLIDING CHAMPIONSHIPS, 

  GEELONG, VICTORIA, 1969. 

FLYING SITES:- 

 Saturday 6th Barrabool Hills, 10 miles West of Geelong. 

 Weather conditions: Cold west wind - about 20 knots. 

 Sunday 7th Ballarat Road, North Geelong, 6 miles from Geelong. 

 Weather conditions: Cold south west wind gusting to 40 knots, rain and hail. 
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NUMBER OF COMPETITORS ENTERED:= 36 (2 S.A., 34 Vic.) 

NUMBER OF COMPETITORS SCRATCHED:=   4 

ENTRIES PER EVENT: Free flight  14 

    Power assist    6 

    Towline  10 

    S/C Pylon  11 

    M/C Pylon  21 

    S/C Aerobatics   7 

    M/C Aerobatics 14 

    S/C Limbo    8 

    M/C Limbo  22 

    TOTAL           113 entries 

 

Results :-  
Free Flight Gliding    Power Assist Gliding 
1st Mal Pring 84secs   1st John Marriott  33 pts 

2nd Ralph Tabley 40secs   2nd Graeme Sinclair 29 pts 

3rd Brian Condon 35.5secs 

 

Towline Assist Gliding   Single Channel Pylon Race (5 Min race) 

1st Mal Pring 81 pts   1st Lewis Abbott 2 1/2 laps 

2nd Lewis Abbott 80 pts   2nd Ray Datodi 2 laps 

3rd Brian Condon 79 pts   3rd Mal Pring 1 1/2 laps 

 

Multi Channel Pylon race (15 laps)  Single Channel Aerobatics (Poss. 100 pts) 
1st John McGrain 6mins 43secs  1st  Ralph Tabley 21pts 

2nd Stuart Osman 7mins 05secs  2nd Lewis Abbott 17.5pts 

3rd David Bevan 7mins 54secs  3rd John Chidzey 16pts 

 

Multi Channel Limbo    Multi Channel Aerobatics (Poss. 100 pts) 

1st Barry Angus Height 2ft 6ins 1st Barry Angus 70 pts. 

2nd Geoff Trone &   2nd John McGrain 54pts 

 Ralph Learmont   3rd Geoff Trone 53pts 

 

Single Channel Limbo   Champion of Champions 

1st Lew Abbott 9ft. (only entry)  Lewis Abbott  350 pts. 

 
THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD 

Peter Mather B Sc. 
 The scientific method as applied to aeromodelling, is really quite simple.  Start with 
a design whose characteristics you know and trust.  Change one thing at a time, noting the 
results carefully.  This, of course, enables you to observe the effect of each variable 
separately, and to optimize the performance and handling of the final product. 
 My first slope soarer consisted of the flying surfaces from an old free flight model, 
and an incredibly ugly fuselage, knocked up in a couple of evening.  ñSchnossò flew very 
nicely for several months, until I began to wonder what aerobatics it would do.  Further 
testing in this vein was hampered by the loss of one wing after only half a spiral turn. 
 The next project would clearly incorporate some improvements, and there were so 
many ideas I wanted to try.  Oh well, to hell with the scientific method, guesstimation is 
better anyway!  So I designed and build the ñSnarkò; sparless foam wings covered in 
brown paper, ñVò tail, wing-tip fences, very little dihedral, short moment arm and a patent 
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ñthat looks OKò aerofoil section.  Then off to the slope with the model painted a carefully 
painted sea/sky camouflage grey. 
 Apart from a vicious stall, a decided reluctance to turn, and a broken wing, ñSnarkò 
showed great promise.  Accordingly, I increased the dihedral, added a spruce spar to the 
wing, and headed for Mr. Hollowback.  The wind was rather strong when I arrived, so I 
carefully anchored ñSnarkò upside-down in the lee of the officialôs tent, and descended to 
have lunch.  On returning to the summit, I found the wind just right, the air full of models 
and the officialôs tent on top of poor ñSnarkò.  The spruce spars had held alright, but the 
wing was carefully designed for positive ñgò loading only. 
 Undaunted I weighted the wing panels with large books for several weeks, and 
managed to remove most of the twist from them.  After surreptitious and highly successful 
testing at Torquay, the next meeting was at Fyansford; ñSnarkò flew briefly.  The new 
wings are now under construction with a different wing section, two spars, straight taper, 
washed out tips and smaller tip fences.  Nothing can go wrong this time! 
 ..... Or can it!? 
 

"Last Flying Meet, Hollowback" as reported Aspectivity 26-4-70 

 

LIMBO EVENT  

Passed 10 ft level - L. Heap B. Laging P. Puplett G. Trone G. Whatley 

Passed 6ft 6ins. B. Laging. First Place. (No 2nd or 3rd Place) 

 

PYLON RACE:  

 First Heat     Fly-off 

B. Laging 6mins 11secs   P. Puplett 5mins 30secs 1st 

G. Whatley 6mins 38secs   L. Heap 5mins 56secs 2nd 

G. Trone 6mins 52secs   D. Bevan 6mins 18secs 3rd 

P. Puplett 6mins 02secs 

D. Bevan 5mins 35secs 

N. Bell  8mins 01secs 

J. Chidzey 6mins 46secs 

L. Heap 5mins 37secs 

R. Datodi 6mins 06secs 

A. Willis  6mins 39secs 

B. Condon 5mins 46secs 

P. Prussner 7mins 09secs 

 

 

 High Aspect Vol 2 No 2 of October 1969 contained an advertisement  for a wide range of 

modelling supplies from the Saturn Model Mfg. being Tony Cincotta, and also from Digitaire 

Services (authorised Kraft Sales & Service, Australia, courtesy of Barry Angus in Geelong, and 

Brian Green in Hampton). 
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The following article reflects some of the elements of the local hobby industry: 

 

TRADE NOTES 

 

 There is a lot of activity at present in the kit field.  Saturn Model Mfg. 

(McKinnon) has many good new models on the market.  These kits are a very 

good quality.  Hearns Hobbies (City) have set up a factory exclusively for kits and 

plan to market the simplest kind of glider for the beginner to the most 

complicated design for the veteran. 

 

 Another Melbourne firm, Southern Fibre Moulders, plan to introduce a wide 

variety of glass fuselage kits for slope soaring.  These range from the simple to 

advanced design also, and should be available through Saturn Model Mfg. 

 

 Balsa wood, it appears, is going up again.  Dick Steele (Croydon) tells us he 

has large stocks of best new wood at the old prices. 

 

 Rumour has it that a local retail outlet will soon be releasing a local version 

of Solar Film.  Prices look good.  Look out for this! 

 

 Once again Saturn gets a mention for their range of adhesives ð glues for 

every purpose, also neat and rugged hinge sets.  These are a must.. 

 

(Footnote: The above reflects the early days of Tony Cincotta as Saturn Mfg., to 

also become widely known as Hobby Hangar/Saturn Hobbies at several locations 

in Caulfield and later at Bentleigh East, to finally closing his doors due to poor 

health late in 2006) 

 

Newsheet December 1969 contained the following: 

Dear Member, 

 Over the past years, R/C Gliding, be it Thermal or Slope, has reached a high level of 

popularity throughout the world.  As a result of growing interest, we shall see for the first time 

R/C Gliding competitions in our State Championships in March 1970. 

 We are indebted to Mr. A. Villiers (Sec. V.A.R.M.S.) for his efforts, in engineering the 

above mentioned competitions in his capacity as V.A.R.M.S. delegate for V.A.R.C.A. 

 V.A.R.C.A. must be commended for their progressive thinking accepting the proposal for 

R/C Gliding competitions and making available the necessary time slot for this purpose. 

 The rest is up to you ! 

 Circumstances have limited the competitions to Thermal soaring as the location for the 

Comps.  (The Geelong Common) does not provide a slope.  Since most members are less 

experienced in this facet of gliding than they are slope soaring, the Committee has proposed to run 

the next three (3) meetings as thermal meets.  This will benefit both Members and Committee in 

gaining experience and evaluating problems of timing and flight patterns in order to present a 

reasonably high standard of flying on the day of the competitions. 

 Attached is the itinerary for the next three months which includes both the DATE and the 

LOCATION for these meetings. 
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 In general the activities will involve winch and bungee launching and members who have 

access to such launching devices are requested to bring them along.  (For reasons of economy alone 

I recommend this, since it is remembered that Geoff Trone's hand launches, although competitive to 

both winch and bungee, are too expensive.) 

 You will notice that the first meeting is at Torquay.  It is proposed that members are 

introduced to flat terrain gliding in the paddocks behind the dunes and if conditions allow, slope 

soaring activities may prevail at the discretion of our Contest Director. 

 Please do not destroy this notice as it will be the only one issued for the next three months 

activities.  NO FLYING DAY reminders will be posted beforehand. 

 On behalf of the Committee I wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year and look forward to seeing you all early next year. 

    R. F. Datodi 

    Hon. President - V.A.R.M.S. 

Note: Details of the Competitions will be available at a later date.  V.A.R.C.A. is responsible for 

the running of the State Championships (Which are open to all flyers.), and V.A.R.M.S. is assisting 

in the planning of the gliding in an advisory capacity alone. 

The flying meetings were: 

 25 January 1970 Fisherman's Beach, Torquay 

 15 February 1970 Seaford 

 1 March 1970  Belmont Common. 

At the 23rd Nationals, 1969/70 at Wallacia, NSW, a Soaring event was requested for future 

Nationals courtesy of Alan Villiers, and apparently the request was well received.  A brief report 

from Alan and extracted from High Aspect Vol. 2, No.3 of March 1970 is provided: 

 This year the Nationals took place at Wallacia, Sydney.  This is a beautiful spot near the 

Nepean River and only 2 miles from the Lion Park and so the contests were termed the ñSafari 

Nationalsò.  The organisation and camping ground was excellent and many old friendships were 

renewed and many new ones formed.  As usual, sleep was a commodity hardest to find, I could tell 

you tales of all night sessions of yarn telling and drinking that had most of us close to hysteria. 

 On the model side it was difficult to single out any one event for comment.  Ian Grant, 

Secretary of V.A.R.C.A. was unfortunate in writing off his model in the Novice Section.  Bob 

Edwards of V.A.R.M.S. also competed in this event. 

 It was disappointing to report that although VARMS is now the largest membership model 

club in Australia, had no event, i.e. Sailplane in the Nationals.  However, some foot work has been 

done to try and convince people that we should have one in the ô70/71 Nationals at Strathalbyn, 

South Australia. 

(Note: It should be noted, that R.C. glider WAS included as an ñUN-officialò event at the 

1970/71 Nationals at Strathalbyn, and as a lead up to the 23
rd

 Nationals at Wallacia 1969/70, the 

organisers for the Nationals two years later at Northam, W. A. were also pushing to have R.C. 

Glider included as an event.  It was at the Northam Nationals that Glider was included as an 

ñOFFICIALò event). 

 People as famous as Tom Prosser indicated interest in competing if this sort of event is 

included.  We obtained several new Associate Members from Canberra, N.S.W. and Queensland.  

This will assist us to spread the word on slope and thermal soaring. 

 The scale contest both radio and control line were of great interest and many beautiful 

models were on display.  So fellows, next year letôs see some scale sailplanes entered, only by 

participating and appearing at the Nationals can we hope to attain national recognition. 

 All in all, it was a memorable occasion and I would like to compliment the organisers on 

their efforts.  I am looking forward to meeting many old friends and a lot of V.A.R.M.S. members 

at the next Nationals. 

   A.B. Villiers 

1969 -70 Membership ð 64 Members  
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1970 ï 71 
The Committee 

President   John Chidzey  Secretary  Brian Condon 

Treasurer   Ralph Learmont Editor (Aspectivity) John Bexley 

Contest Director  Lew Abbott  Editor (High Aspect) John Marriott 

Asst. Secretary  June Fawell 

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS (1970 A.G.M.) 

 

 In the past the Committee's oral presentation of their annual reports at the Annual General 

Meeting has left members without reference or record of V.A.R.M.S. activities.  It has been decided 

this year that the reports be presented in a more permanent form, thus allowing members to retain a 

personal record of events which took place throughout the year. 

 Membership this year has shown a healthy increase, although some losses were incurred.  

This year's Senior Membership stands at 56 after a loss of 7 members and a gain of 19, yielding a 

nett increase of 27.2% Senior Membership since the last Annual General Meeting.  Juniors 

currently stand at 6 with an Associate Membership of 6 also, resulting in a total of 68 members. 

 This year's activities have been numerous and varied, major functions and events include 

our first Dinner Dance which was held in July 1969 and the first Victorian gliding Nationals held in 

Geelong in September 1969.  We affiliated with V.A.R.C.A. with the resultant inclusion in the 

Victorian State Championships which introduced us to Tow-line gliding competitions.  Trips were 

organized to Phillip Island and Wilson's Promontory, Aspectivity was published and of course this 

Annual Report. 

 In addition to the above action, we conducted our monthly Flying meetings and their 

associated contests, the results of which are published in the Contest Director's report. 

 The year's activities have. I feel fulfilled the basic aims of V.A.R.M.S.  We as a group have 

enjoyed flying at various locations and new members have benefited from the guidance from the 

more experienced flyers in learning to master the art of soaring. Those interested in competition 

were able to challenge the sportsmanship of their fellow competitors. 

 Undoubtedly there is room for improvement, there always is, but the Committee have done 

their best in running V.A.R.M.S. during the last year and the new committee can look forward to 

the challenge with some new points of view and perhaps some fresh ideas. 

 I thank the rest of the Committee for their tireless efforts and in particular to our Secretary, 

Alan Villiers, for surely he must have been the most heavily burdened committee member in this 

department.  A special mention must go to Kris Zabieglik, Alan's secretary whose effort in assisting 

Alan with the correspondence and in part the preparation of Aspectivity is greatly appreciated. 

 Finally, I thank all members who have been associated in any small way in the running of 

V.A.R.M.S. 

     R. Datodi, Chairman. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT AND BALANCE SHEET. 1969/70 

Financially, V.A.R.M.S. has had a comfortable year.  The amounts passing through the books 

tripled over that of the previous year. 

 The most significant expenditures and receipts were as follows: 

High Aspect   $184-19 Magazine sales  $ 10.30 

Nationals   $ 54.51 Nationals   $ 62.76 

Dinner Dance   $140.00 Dinner Dance   $159.00 

Stationary   $ 50.29 Subscriptions   $242.00 

Watch    $ 20.00 Contests   $ 48.74 

      Badges    $   5.00 

 

 Also of interest are the following figures of the membership register:  33 Senior Members 



 24 

re-joined from a possible 42, 4 Juniors out of 4, 1 Associate out of 5 and during the year, 

V.A.R.M.S. welcomed 18 new Senior Members, 1 Junior and 5 Associates. 

V.A.R.M.S. total financial membership stands at 62. 

      R. Tabley, Treasurer. 

 

 SOCIAL SECRETARY'S REPORT 

 Nearing the close of the second successful year of V.A.R.M.S. one tends to look in 

retrospect upon the activities of the last 12 months and remember that some minor functions  

are worthy of mention, for they all add up to the existing image. 

 The donation type of fund raising venture has increased in popularity.  Prizes range from 

Building Materials to complete Kits have raised an interest among members. 

 Thanks must go to David Villiers for his tact and gentle but persistent persuasion which 

caused several patrons to dig into their pockets not only once but twice.  Thanks David and also 

thanks to the many participants for their vital support. 

 Due to these successes we have been able to procure an essential Stop Watch, award a 

surprise gift at this Annual General Meeting and by virtue of the Snipe Kit, introduce two new 

members, Edward Greenhalgh and his son Steven to the art of R/C gliding. 

 Thanks also due to Pam Datodi, Barbara Prussner, Julie Tabley, Deplores Villiers and Jessie 

Jarvis (Bradmill) for organising and operating various catering functions throughout the year, such 

as Annual General Meetings and all the many Committee Meetings held at respective residences 

including the Board Room at Bradmill. 

 It is hoped that we can enjoy another Dinner Dance this year since the success of last Year's 

Dinner Dance has been reflected by the number of enquiries in this regard. 

 I wish the Social Secretary for 1970/71 good luck in this worth-while task on the 

V.A.R.M.S. Committee. 

 

 CONTEST DIRECTOR'S REPORT 

 My term as Contest Director has been a rewarding one and I thank competitors and officials 

for all the assistance they have given me. 

 Competitions have become an integral part of our Association and over the previous twelve 

months, have created an interest and aim for a majority of our membership.  In this Second year of 

V.A.R.M.S. history the first all Australian Soaring Championships were born, also, for the first 

time, a gliding event had been accepted in the Victorian State Championships organized by 

V.A.R.C.A. 

 Frequent camping and flying weekends have been organized, such as the ones at  

Phillip Island and Wilson's Promontory, and bigger and better trips are under discussion. 

 Our competitions have been designed by the members of .V.A.R.M.S., and I am sure as for 

myself, the next Contest Director would welcome any constructive criticism to improve or add to 

the present categories of events. 

 A competition and rule book is in the process of being drafted and when accepted a copy of 

this will be forwarded to each member. 

 Previous results of competitions have been published in the past and the final assessment of 

Championship Points is as follows: 

 

PROGRESSIVE SCORE CHART AS TO 14/6/1970 

 Each competitor has been awarded one point for entering a competition plus 5 points for a 

win, 4 points for second place, 3 points for third place. 

Competitions held during the 1969/70 season: 

Multi Pylon Racing, Multi Limbo Passing, Multi Aerobatic Flying, Multi Towline (Nominated 

Time), Single Channel Pylon. 
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SOARING RECORDS ESTABLISHED 
 SLOPE DURATION   5hrs 9mins Peter Prussner 

 STRAIGHT DISTANCE FLIGHT 2.684 miles Alan Villiers 

 JUNIOR DURATION RECORD 1 hour  David Villiers 

 

FINAL TALLY OF CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS - 1969/70 

 1. Brian Laging   42 Points 13. Geoff Whatley  5 Points 

 2. Peter Pupplett  40  14. Brian Condon  4 

 3. Ray Datodi  31  15. Alan Villiers  4 

 4. Geoff Trone  20  16. Bob Allen  2 

 5. Peter Prussner  18  17. Norm Bell  2 

 6. John Chidzey  13  18. Ralph Tabley  2 

 7. Les Heap  11  19. Alan Willis  2 

 8. Stan Barton  11  20. Ray Cooper  1 

 9. Keith Chidzey  10  21. Chris Joy  1 

 10. Ralph Learmont   9  22. John Gottschalk 1 

 11. David Bevan    7  23. Lew Abbot  1 

 12. Neil McLeod    6 

 

WINNERS OF INDIVIDUAL TROPHIES 1970  

  Champion of Champions -  Brian Laging  42 Points 

  1. Pylon Racing  Peter Pupplett  19 

  2. Limbo Pass  Peter Pupplett  12 

  3. Towline  Brian Laging  10 

  4. Aerobatics  Brian Laging  12 

 

BEST INDIVIDUAL EFFORTS AND CLUB RECORDS  
Fastest Pylon Race (9000') 4min 30sec. Peter Pupplett (Av. speed - 22.75 M.P.H. 

Lowest Limbo Pass  31"  Ray Datodi & Peter Pupplett 

Best Towline score  110 points Peter Prussner 

Best Aerobatic Manoeuvres 24 points Brian Laging 

Longest Blind Flying  8min 50Sec. Brian Laging & Peter Prussner 

 I would like to thank all members for their co-operation during the contests. 

      Peter Prussner, Contest Director. 

 

 EDITOR'S REPORT 

 As Editor of High Aspect for the past season, I would like to thank all those people who 

have given all their time and efforts with contributions, assistance with articles, help with 

organization, typing, printing, plate-making, negative work, collation. collecting, sealing, mailing 

sticking head and title printing, photographs and the thousand and one jobs associated with the 

production of any magazine. 

 Without the help of these people High Aspect could not have appeared at all.  Any little hold 

up in any one of the departments results in a severe delay in the whole job. 

 As we work on non-commercial lines and most people's time is at a premium, co- 

opted labour is scarce, so at times I feel surprised that we see the magazine at all. 

 So, many thanks again to all the people involved in such a production. 

 You may ask whether such a venture is worth the time and effort, as the aim of the 

Association is to promote Slope Soaring.  Anything that associates involvement of the aim is 

worthwhile.  High Aspect has introduced many modellers and others to our exciting activities and 

has therefore been a success.  We hope that in future it can continue to do so. 

 Its appearance could no doubt be irregular but when it comes, it will be worth waiting for. 
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      J. Marriott, Editor 

Radio Control Glider at the Nationals ï 1970/71 

The December 1970/January 1971 Nationals at Strathalbyn S.A. featured the first R/C Glider event 

at a Nationals, even though it was classified as an óUn-official ó event. 
The following pages are extracted from the Official entry Form. 
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The following òRulesó applied to the Nationals Glider event: 

 

F.A.I. RADIO CONTROL GLIDER: This is a Duration and spot Landing Event.  Model 
characteristics are unrestricted except as per General Rules.  Towline length with 2G pull 
must not exceed 150 meters (492 feet).  Winches or Hi-start may be used, but the length 
at launch must be less than 150 metres. 
Line pennant must be 20ò x 4ò minimum. 
Release from the towline must occur within 1 minute of launch. 
Score one point for each second of flight time after release, up to a maximum of 360 
(6 mins). 
Deduct one point for each second airborne after 7 minutes. 
Bonus points for landing within 7 minutes with nose of Glider within 15 yards of marker ï 
50 points. 
Three official flights ï total score for all three counts. 
Flight becomes official when model is launched, but it may be repeated if model collides 
with another model, etc, through no fault of the competitor or if time-keepers mistakenly 
mis-time the flight. 
 

 

High Aspect Vol 2, No 4, May-Aug 1971 published after 12 months absence, the following 

extraction demonstrates how some things change, while others never will..... 

 

Presidentôs Comments 

 I hope everyone is as pleased as I am to see this new edition of ñHigh Aspectò.  After a lapse 

of over one year, there is a lot to write about.  Continued publication of ñHigh Aspectò will depend 

on the support received ï the same old hands cannot continually fill its columns with interesting 

material unless there is an infusion from outside.  Give our new editor, John Bexley all the support 

you can and I am sure ñHigh Aspectò will appear regularly in the future. 

 

 The successful introduction of R/C Gliding into the Australian Nationals, and the 

running of a two day State Championships under the sponsorship of VARCA, the body 

responsible for R/C in Victoria, clearly indicate that it has become recognised as a major 

competitive sphere in aeromodelling. Some may regret this emphasis on competition; 

however, although not a keen competitor myself, I feel that it is through competition that 

advances are made.  This raised the question of what type of competition will be best for the 

development of the art.  Are the aerobatics and pylon races we place so much emphasis upon, 

really the ultimate form of competition for glider, or should we look more to other forms of 

competition better related to assessing the merits of both flyer and machine 

 

 Choosing sites for flying meetings is becoming an ever more difficult task, as some of our 

most popular ones (Mt. Bacchus and Beveridge) close to Melbourne are no longer readily available.  

It is understandable that farmers do not always greet us with open arms.  Twenty or so cars 

churning up the tracks must leave their mark, not to mention the interference with grazing activities.  

For this reason, I think we should be grateful to the property owners who accept out intrusions, and 

could afford occasionally to exert ourselves a little more to minimize the wear and tear and 

disturbance that we cause. 

 Election time is approaching us once again, so I hope all members will give some thought to 

their ability to help in running VARMS.  Perhaps you can see many faults in the present 

organisation; if so, your suggestions and/or assistance could go a long way toward improving things 

for everybody - - - now is the time to act! 

J. A. Chidzey 
President 
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The final High Aspect - December 1971 (..... a supplement for the scale flier) did have a lot in it for 

the scale modeller, but in this instance it is quoted because of the following article related to a 

sporting element called VARMSMANSHIP! 

 Summary of events leading up to the announcement of the winner of the Power Assist 

competition held at the 1971 State R/C gliding championships.  By  Alan Willis 

 It was one of those days where real VARMSMANSHIP reigned supreme, because you see, 

to have an event it is necessary to have a minimum of three competitors, and would you believe, 

everybody forgot to bring along their newly developed power assist models on the Saturday.

 But by chance, Bill "just happened" to find an almost ready-to-fly power pod kit in the back 

of Herman's car which would fit his glider provided that someone happened to have a pair of fuel-

proofed wings.  Of all the co-incidences, Herman brought up his old battered silk wings.  So this 

enabled Bill at least to fly.  Feeling a bit guilty about taking home one of those glorious VARMS 

Trophies without earning it, two other capable (or incapable) pilots were selected from a large 

contingent of hangers-on! 

 Since Fred Thawsmabob and Herman Whatsisname were the only ones who knew the 

delicacies of the structural design of Bill's model, they were the only people qualified to reconstruct 

it on Saturday night for Sunday's Comps., IRRESPECTIVE of who crashed it! 

 By now you could feel the tension rising.  The jolly motor wouldn't start first flick, and the 

receiver wasn't switched on -or was it?  The Contest Director was screaming somewhere - where?  

at whom?  and what? 

"Quick, quick, get it up and down fast before it's made official". 

"Well, is this flight going to be official?" 

"Yes, now's as good as ever". 

"What's your motor run and E.T.A.?" 

"Oh, gee - dunno - um - let's say 5 minutes for E.T.A., and a calculated guess on the fuel of 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6 and OFF with the bottle." 

"How about that - gee, is that all you do?  You sure that that's accurate enough?' 

"Yep, that's about one minute.  When she starts, it takes about 20 seconds to tweek up the 

compression.  Hold the model above your head in launch attitude while I grab the Tx and check the 

controls - when I yell, let 'er go!" 

 Beaut!  Nice launch - can't describe the rest, as maximum concentration was taking place.  

At least she's down; the first is always the worst.  Not too bad, 4:53 with a 63.5 sec. motor run. 

"Do you reckon you can judge that motor run again?ò 

"No worries." 

 So that man turns in a 3:59 with a 76 sec. motor run!" O.K. Herman, now you have a go". 

 Stiff Herman - only 2:43 with a 51 sec. run.  I think at this stage I'LL have my last flight to 

show you how itôs really done.  I see - 4:23 with 77 sec.  Now Herman has his second go and turns 

in 5:06 from 72 Secs. 

"Phee!  Hot stuff!  See if you can do that again' 

 Herman's third flight...  What!  4:56 from 71 sec.!  Only 4 sec from E.T.A. in two successive 

flights - the comp. setting must have been incorrect.  Tut, tut. 

"Are you sire, you don't know my plane more intimately than I do?" 

"O.K. Fred, do your thing, three times over.  What!  You're only nominating 4 mins.  O.K. then, it's 

your funeral." 

"See, I told you.  You got 5:15 from 70 secs." 

"I'd better let you in on the secret.  I can only count to six and over, hence the 70 sec. motor runs!  

Nominating 5 mins this time?  Beauty!"  "That's it - good - you're going well.  You have a bit of a 

thermal there, stay with it.  What the hell are you doing a spin for?" 

"But look, I've got no control!" 

"Now who else present could be on band ..... !" 

 Panic!  Panic!  -still spinning!  Panic - Aufweidersen Slinky!! 
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Somebody screams, pronto, all of a sudden, a sudden spin - recovery!! 

"Keep her up as long as you can - you've still got a change.  4:32 - quite good considering."

 Third flight.  Dismally all the little thermals flutter away, and she hits sink.  Never mind, 

4:38. 

"Oh, well I never beat it." 

"Thanks, mate." 

"Actually, you know, this power assist really grabs you, like when the engine backfires!" 

"You just wait, next year - a proper model, better fuel, scientific fuel timing, and one of those super-

dooper new unknown frequencies everybody's talking about, and I'll clean up the field. 

 Now, who's the winner?  After much contentious discussion, rule mods. on the spot, and 

consideration of the weather, whether it was or not, someone decided, with the result scrutinized by 

the Contest Director, that our honoured and respected Treasurer did this day take first place in the 

Power Assisted event, right in the middle of a cow paddock behind the haystack! 

   Yours truly, 

     Bill, Fred and Herman 

 

Members were advised of an Insurance cover for $80,000 at Committee organised flying activities, 

but it is recommended that members take out their own cover for flying activities at other times. 

After building an SK Racer (Scale 1: 8) for slope flying and achieving moderate success, Neil 

McLeod has suggested possible use of a Spitfire or even an ME 109. (Early visions of P.S.S.). 

August 1970, ASPECTIVITY N0 5 states that third party insurance arranged through A.M.P. for all 

club members at advertised meets.  Also stated that a Soaring event to be trialled at the 1970/71 

Nationals at Strathalbyn, S. A. 

R/C Modeller July 1970 (Page 40), Gives honourable mention to single issue of High 

Aspect (Editor John Marriott - pictured). 

 

2ND AUSTRALIAN SLOPE SOARING MODELS CHAMPIONSHIPS, JANUARY 

1971 held at CLARE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA (See Contests). 
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VARMS Annual Aggregate Competition 1970/71 
1st Ralph Learmont 31 Pts.  Equal 4th Peter Puplett  21 

2nd Geoff Trone  25  " " Peter Prussner  21 

3rd Brian Laging  24   6th Ray Cooper  16 

 

YEAR DEBIT$ CREDIT$ BALANCE$ 

68 - 69 

69 - 70 

134.01 

502.68 

198.58 

615.22 

64.57 

112.54 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1970 -71 Membership ð 71 Members  
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1971 ï 72 
The Committee 

President   Dr Robert Allen  Secretary  Chris Joy 

Treasurer   Ralph Learmont  Asst. Secretary June Fawell 

Contest Directors  Peter Pupplett   Editor   John Bexley 

   "             "   Geoff Trone 

Hobby Hangar (Tony Cincotta) opens in Caulfield East. 

August - a reminder noted that VMAA/MAAA affiliations fees were overdue (These were 15c and 

75c respectively, enabling contributors to fly in State and National comps)!! 

November 1971 - it is announced that Insurance has been arranged to cover all members wherever 

and whenever they fly, not just at Club meetings. 

Aspectivity 19 - December 1971 reports several "Voodoo" flying wings from ñRadio Modeller" 

plans in action at Mt. Hollowback.  In the same magazine is a report of the "First" Scale 

competition being "Stand-off" scale and won by Ralph Learmont with a Circe. 

Also in Aspectivity 19 was this article:- 

 

Something to think about. 

 The committee is considering holding an extra ïordinary flying day, probably in February 

next year, solely for the intention of stimulating interest in CROSS COUNTY THERMAL 

SOARING.  This aspect of thermal soaring has yet to be exploited.  Certainly the challenge of 

remaining aloft on thermal air currents should inspire the imagination, and cross country flights 

done in this way should prove very rewarding.  I know of someone who did about three miles with a 

single channel model.  (I know someone else who did a lot more than that when his model was 

whisked out of sight by a thermal and recovered several weeks later near Moorabbin Airport). 

 The use of thermal sensors will certainly make a big difference.  To those of you who donôt 

know what this is, itôs a very sensitive rate of climb indicator in a full-size glider, which transmits 

information back to a ground base receiver.  The information is sent in the form of an audible tone 

signal which varies its frequency in accordance with the rate of climb.  As yet nobody here has 

produced a completely successful unit, but Brian Condon, among others, is working on it. 
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Nationals 1971/72 ï R. C. Glider an Official Event 

The 1971/72 25
th

 Nationals at Northam W.A. was the 2nd R/C Glider event at the Nationals 

and the first time as an ñOfficialò event. 
The following pages are taken from the Official Programme & Entry Form. 
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Results of the first Official Glider event at the Nationals: 

Radio Controlled Thermal Duration models. 

Usually flown on two channels, rudder and elevator, but spoilers, etc., can be used. 

Results: 1. Tom Prosser  NSW  2. Mal Pring  SA 3. Keith Chidzey Vic. 

Other competitors:- 

R Murray ACT  D Johnson NSW   G Whatley Vic 

R Hurst NSW  B Hammond  SA  J McGrane Vic 

L OôReilly  NSW  G McDonald SA  R Tabley Vic 

D Saxby SA  T Harden SA  R Greenhill Vic 

P Harden SA  S Johnson SA  B Carnaby WA 

D W-Smith SA  M Newcombe SA  

N Bennet NSW  R Parker SA  

 

Aspectivity 21 - February 1972 lists the coming Victorian Gliding Championships as a 2 day event 

comprising of the following events: 

FAI Towline(Thermal), Power assist, Scale, and (Slope) Aerobatics, Pylon, Limbo. 

Aspectivity 24 - May 1972 reports the "finding" of a new Thermal site in the Eastern suburbs, 

"Caulfield Racecourse", with first competition scheduled for July 23rd. 

 

The following comments and ensuing Table are extracted from High Aspect, December 1971, 

courtesy of the Editor (John Bexley) and probable author and because of its perceived interest, is 

produced in its entirety. 

 

CREATIVE GLIDER DESIGN 

 In many spheres of activity pleasure is gained through the creation of something original.  

Glider fliers seem to enjoy the construction of their aircraft to a far greater extent than the majority 

of power fliers - some appear to prefer building to flying! 

 During the next few issues of High Aspect, I would like to present a series of articles to do 

with design and building, especially by using non-traditional materials. 

 (a) Hopefully this will stir up interest and we may have some others to write on this theme. 

 (b) The ideas presented will be controversial enough to inspire some of you to write and 

give your ideas on the subjects. 

 Tired of having a model that looks like everyone else's ....... Try an original design... modify 

someone else's... who knows, it may even be an improvement. 

 With these thoughts in mind I started delving through my stack of magazines, looking for 

gliding articles and reading what the experts said was best. 

 Later... Wing loading 8 oz. sq. ft., or was it 16 ozs. sq. ft.?  10:1 aspect ratio, or maybe 18:1?  

Beef it up with fibreglass - or should it be light enough to fly. 

 Much later... Well it wasn't so difficult for the Wright Bros. after all!  It appears that 

anything flies!  With such a range of variables among successful designs, maybe all we have to do 

is make a shape that looks like an aeroplane, and away we go.  Since all gliders obviously don't 

have the same flying characteristics (ever had to walk down into the valley to get yours while all the 

others were tiny specks in the sky - I know the feeling well), obviously a careful study of the main 

features of each design is in order. 

 Very much later...  After making lists of the features of each design and classifying the 

designs into groups, come specific facts began to emerge, in fact many of the most successful are 

basically very similar.  By either averaging or graphing various features, maybe an optimum aircraft 

for various conditions could be arrived at.  (Note that we can only arrive at the optimum for a 

conventional configuration - deltas, canards etc. may be far superior, but by using available data, we 

can only arrive at the most average).  While these specifications can used to find average 

dimensions and weights for the different types of design, they can also illustrate the changes needed 

when we change one specific component.  Those who are following Fred Deudeney's articles on 
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design in Radio Modeller magazine will have some actual numbers to fit into his formulae. 

 When I was learning to fly with single channel and reed equipment, it became obvious that 

if I had an aircraft with sufficient longitudinal stability, I would be able to fly with the rudder only, 

and just steer it around the sky without using elevators.  Examination of the relationship between 

tailplane area and wing area, wing chord and moment arm led to these ratios being calculated for 

various models and expressed graphically.   

(a) As tail area percentage rises the moment arm can become shorter (more force, less leverage) and 

vice versa. 

(b) Aerobatic, slope soaring designs tend to have larger tailplanes and are shorter coupled than the 

thermal soarers. 

Some specific aircraft: (as detailed on following pages) 

1. I built one for single channel and couldn't get it to fly - sold it to Chris Joy who couldn't fly 

it either.  Les Heap had a scaled up version for multi-aerobatics... terrific... draw your own 

conclusions. 

5. A very large slow flying thermal machine using similar ideas to Nordic A2 models (free 

flight). 

8 - 17. Both these are very large and intended for flying at great heights - would need to be very 

stable to maintain a constant glide path when hard to see.  P. P.'s Eclipse is smooth and majestic in 

flight. 

18, 33, 37 All very aerobatic.  Next time you see a Mid. 1. launched, watch its quick response 

to elevator corrections. 

19. I had to include this one for Chris (Joy) - he's owned quite a few and loves them!  

Remember Wilson's Prom.?  Seriously though, it's right in the middle of the graph - maybe it should 

be good. 

20. The Foka - enough said!  but it's right in the middle too! 

23-24. Both designs by Ken Willard in R/C Modeller - it's significant that the later Cliffmaster (24) 

moves up with the Foka, Filou etc. 

29. Although that fuselage is only 2 ft. long, due to the high aspect ratio this is plenty.  John 

flew the first versions single channel. 

30-31. I found the first Dart almost impossible to fly in turbulent conditions.  With the enlarged tail 

it flew just as well the time it was launched without the radio functioning! 

38. If you can't beat the Foka, copy it.  The Aquarius is a slim fibreglass fuselage with foam 

Foka wings, etc.  I told Chris it was slightly longer than a Foka and he hacksawed the rear fuselage 

and remounted the tail... claims it flies even better. 

  

 

 If  you've made any sense out of all this, congratulations!  If not, I'll be able to publish your 

letters next issue instead of writing another article... anyway, you still have the vital dimensions of 

38 different models. 

Dimensions are in inches, weight in ozs.  Loading in ozs./sq. ft.  Moment Arm is expressed in chords 

- centre of gravity to 1/3 of tailplane chord. (Approx. centre of pressure). 
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No. Design Span Chord Wing 

area 
Moment 

Arm  
Tail 

Area 
TAWA  Aspect 

Ratio 
Wgt. Load. 

Thermal Soarers & Single Channel          
1 Kestrel 72 5 360 3.3 45 12 14 18 6 

2 Irus X 84 7 580 4.0 120 20 12 32 8 

3 Utopian 107 10 1070 3.2 180 17 10.7 42 6 

4 Supersonic 84 7 588 6.4 160 27 12 - - 

5 Nordic XL 116 12 1392 5.0 144 10.3 10 56 6 

6 Clou (96") 96 7.5 720 3.4 150 18 14 40 8 

7 Malikev 111 12 1315 3.3 295 23 9.3 - - 

8 Bong Boomer 140 9 1250 4.8 300 24 15.5 - - 

9 RC 104 126 9 1134 5.0 350 30 14 - - 

10 Delfin 35 105 7.5 785 3.5 176 23.5 14 - - 

11 Janowski 111 7 777 4.7 108 14 16 - - 

12 Tri Tri 96 8 775 4.0 144 18 14 44 8 

13 Ascender 86 7.5 650 4.9 87 15 13 - - 

14 Thermal Queen 144 7.5 1050 4.1 150 14 19 - - 

15 Osprey 160 13.5 1860 4.0 488 25 13 170 12 

16 Monterey 100 6.5 650 4.3 100 15.2 16 34 8 

17 Eclipse 156 11 1615 4.2 360 22 14.2 128 12 

Slope Soarers, Aerobatic & Racing          
18 Mid 1 56 7 380 2.5 84 21 8 30 12 

19 Filou 48 6 290 3.2 63 22 8 35 16 

20 Foka 96 7 670 3.6 132 20 13.5 50 11 

21 Clou (76") 76 7.5 580 3.4 150 26 11 3.9 10 

22 Springbok 68 8 550 3.3 150 27 8.5 55 14 

23 Slopemaster 60 7 420 2.7 68 16 8.5 - - 

24 Cliffmaster 60 6 360 3.2 76 22 10 - - 

25 Tri Belle 96 6 556 4.4 80 15 16 - - 

26 Little V 36 5 180 3.0 3.5 20 7 15 12 

27 Snipe 72 7.5 550 3.2 88 16 10 - - 

28 Skylark 73 6 438 4.5 130 30 12 - - 

29 Bambino 72 3.5 242 5.0 55 23 20 32 16 

30 Dart 1 108 6.75 720 720 4.3 100 13 17 84 

31 Dart 2 108 6.75 720 4.3 130 17 17 84 16 

32 Schweizer 1-26 96 10.5 1000 2.4 180 18 10 - - 

33 Susy Q 66 7.5 500 2.4 120 24 9 52 15 

34 Delfin 3A 75 8 600 3.5 176 29 9.2 - - 

35 Faz Fli 72 9 648 3.5 140 21 8 42 10 

36 Mistral 76 9 684 3.1 132 19.2 8 56 13 

37 Super Kemq 72 9.5 675 2.6 120 19 8 52 12 

38 Aquarius 96 7 670 4.0 132 20 13.5 50 11 
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Aspectivity 21 of February contained the following: 

Record Group. 

 During the meeting held last month to discuss record attempts, it was decided that a distance 

trial would be the easiest to attempt, (World record is about 20 miles).  Height (5,000 feet) was 

ruled out due to the measuring equipment involved; and duration (about 18 hours) due to the hours 

of daylight in Victoria.  Closed course distance was also considered, along with radio telemetry 

gear, radar tracking, lights on models and searchlights for night flying..... all sorts of unbelievable 

aids to complicate the simplicity of glider flight. 

 Subsequently, a group of about eight fliers with a mixed variety of aircraft discovered the 

site for the next meeting, met the farmer and started looking for thermals ï result ï during the day 

they all found one, climbed as high as they could (or dared!) and set off down the road.  Everybody 

went about three miles; nobody found another thermal after leaving the first.  At about three miles a 

thermal, itôs going to take seven thermals in a row to break the record.  Apparently pilot skills, 

rather than model design will need to improve. 

 Victorian State Glider Championships ï 25-26 March 1972  

The following contest results are extracted from Aspectivity No. 23 of April 1972, and 
although they are probably the third State Glider Championships as such, they are the first 
for which any complete results are reported. 
(Note: This event was held over two days, being a mixture of flat-field events in a paddock 
beside Mt. Hollowback, Ballarat, on the first day, and slope events on the second day held 
on Mt. Hollowback itself.) 
 
The Rules for these competitions were as follows: 
F.A.I. Towline. 

Line length is now 300 metres ï this is the extended length of bungee and winch systems. 

1 point per second flight duration with a 10 minute maximum. 

Over 11 minutes loses 1 point per second plus all landing points. 

Landing inside 25 metre diameter circle = 50 bonus points. 

Over 10 metres from circle = flight annulled. 

 

Power Assist. 

To be scored by the ratio of glide time to power flight. 

10 bonus points for landing within 25 metre circle. 

Flight annulled if outside 100 metre circle. 

Score = 30  x  Glide time   + 10 landing points (if applicable) 

                       Power time 

 

Flying Scale. 

To be judged as ñstand offò scale (model will not be measured to compare with dimensions of full-

size machine. 

Entrant must supply 3 view drawings or photos of full-size glider being modelled. 

 Flight plan to consist of:- 

 1. Straight flight into wind. 

 2. Procedure turn (90° left, 270° right). 

 3. Straight flight down wind. 

 4. One loop. 

 5. One other manoeuvre that full-size sailplane could be expected to do, E.G. stall turn. 

 6. Rectangular pattern and landing approach. 

 7. Spot landing. 
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Aerobatics. 

1. Loops ï two consecutive loops ï single loop scores no points   10 points 

2.  Roll ï single axial or barrel roll ï judged on straightness of entry and exit.  10 points 

3.  Inverted flight ï Inverted flight for five seconds at constant speed in a straight line, 

 but not necessarily level.        10 points 

4. Stall turn ï not necessarily a true stall turn, but aircraft must turn in a vertical plane. 

 Best of two attempts.         5 points 

5. Tail slide ï best of two attempts.       5 points 

6. Spin ï 3 consecutive spins ï less if conditions do not permit.  Exit and entry 

 should be in the same direction.       10 points 

7. Touch & Go ï Model must touch the ground, then remain airborne for a minimum 

 of 5 seconds.          5 points 

8. Spot Landing ï Distance measured from nearest point of model to marked spot. 

 One point lost per yard from spot up to a maximum of 10 yards.   10 points 

 

Pylon Race. 

Models to race between pylons erected 100 yds. apart ï not necessarily around but between the 

projected lines of pylons at right angles to the course.  Pilots to be situated at left hand pylon.  A 

flying start will be used (all models airborne, judge will count down time to start).  Heats will be 

arranged by Contest Director. 

 

Limbo . 

Depending upon weather conditions and terrain, the obstacle will be set parallel, or at right angles to 

the slope.  The initial height of the string, and the increments through which it will be lowered will 

be at the discretion of the Contest director on the day  

 
Contest Report  

F.A.I. Towline:  Quite a few entrants and a fair amount of lift.  Model design was 
varied, ranging from my (John Bexley) 9 ft., 2lb. floater, Rayôs 11ft., 10lb. KA 6.  Pilot skill 
is the important factor. 
1. Ralph Learmont  2. Ray Cooper 3. Bob Allan 
 
Power Assist:  Only three entrants.  Frank Sterndale caught the right thermal, landed 
in the circle after 10 mins.  Ralph had an over-run one flight, thus a very poor ratio of 
power to glide.  Bob had motor problems ï worked really well to conserve his altitude in 
the glide.  Make sure you enter next year, this event is wide open. 
1. Frank Sterndale 2. Ralph Learmont 3. Bob Allen 
 
Scale:    Young Ray managed to take this one off.  The only scale competitor 
to fly from the towline, the big K.A. 6 was really smooth through the pattern presentation.  
Landing was very impressive, a long flat approach, drop the flaps and the wheel touches 
right on the spot, every time.  Chris flew a standard Cirrus to second, Bob, his well finished 
Circe to third. 
1. Ray Cooper 2. Chris Joy 3. Bob Allan. 
 
Aerobatics:   Fortunately for this event, the first of the second day, the wind came 
up to provide strong lift from the slope.  Unfortunately the direction was such that the 
landing area had to be cleared in the thistles.  John McGrane flew the same design as last 
year and really impressed, it flies just like a power model.  He called three spins, 
completed three just as the ground came up, the vertical landing did not get any points.  
John spent most of Sunday morning with epoxy and yards of masking tape ï must be 
cheap up there in Broken Hill.  Ralphôs model was having its second flight.  A different 
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design concept with a thin foam wing and V Tail.  Aileron and elevator control only.  Chris 
flew the new Graupner Cumulus design.  Goes really well, if youôve $125 to spare, buy 
one. 
1. John McGrane 2. Ralph Learmont 3. Chris Joy 
 
Pylon:    Again a wind change, but unfortunately it almost stopped.  
During some heats, models were re-launched several times a lap.  Choosing a good cross 
country runner for a helper would have been wise.  The Broken Hill and Geelong 
contingent had several helpers and virtually threw the model from one to the next. 
1. John McGrane 2. Frank Sterndale 
 
Limbo:   Still no wind, but lots of entries.  Another win to Ralph.  Frank and I 
couldnôt go any lower, but both cleared the obstacle again in a re-fly, decided on equal 
second. 
1. Ralph Learmont Equal 2. Frank Sterndale & John Bexley 
 
Ralph Learmont won the Championship award ï a kit from Tony Cincotta.  After being 
presented with his prize he presented it to one of our junior members to help him on his 
way.  Thanks to all those who helped with the running of the competitions, especially Alan 
Villiers who ran the Pylon race, the owner of the Jeep who retrieved the towline (I didnôt 
get your name) and Tony Cincotta of ñThe Hobby Hangarò who donated the prize for 
Champion of Champions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1971 -72 Membership ð 81 Members  

 








































































































































































































