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1990 -91
The Committee
President Martin Briggs Secretay John Lawrey
Treasurer David Waterhouse Editor Neil McLeod
Contest Director Peter Cossins Publicity/Sales Jim Robertson
Asst. C. D. Scott Lennon Scale Group John Gottschalk

August Aspectivity 216 has the following statistics and comments relating to competitions compiled
and supplied by the curreidtitor - Neil Mcleod

EDITOR'S THOUGHTS ON THE VAST RESULTS

With 11 monthsavailable for contests3 official eventswere recorded. On some days the
weather prevented the scheduled contest or any substitute. On others, many people were deterred
by theweather at home from attendidg either it looked too bad or it looked too good to waste at a
comp. It's true that in most contests each entrant doesn't fly very much. Neither does it give much
chance for useful practice: but it shows the results aftipeain the previous months. Looking at
the results and referring to "How to Lie With Statistics” from time to time we find:
MOST POPULAR *One Model (Prelude) = ~State Thermal Comp 18 entrants

*Hand Launched, 2 task 16 '
*ABC Glider Day (Open termal) 15 '
#2 Minute & Spot landing 14 '
~Crosscountry 9 '
LEAST POPULAR +Slope Aerobatics = *Towline Aerobatics 7 "

Sites: *High Street Road, ~Leakes Road, #Fountain Gate, +Bass Hill.
So what? Don't forget the foul weather for thtest two and the attempts to hold the State Slope
Championships also frustrated by weather. But it doens Hes:
(1) the simpler the contest the more people will attend and actually participate
(2) the advantage of High St. Road's proximity to mostARMS's membership seems to be
demonstrated
(3) the large entry in the State Champs and the ABC Glider day reflects the faseribat
competitors come from all over for the chance to be recognised in their field
(4) my own case suggests that evaroa-competitive type can finish well up just lgoing
along to all or most of the scheduled contest days and not being afraid to exhibit his
shortcomings to a sympathetic group who have mostly been through the same experience
not long ago.
CONCLUSIONS: (1) I druther be flying. ... But..... Look at that < > weather
(2) I druther be building ..But.. I'm not going out in that cold garage!
(3) Leave Statistics to the Standard Deviants
DECISION Quit & Print & Coffee looks like the best bet.

November 3 & 41990, EXPO held again (5th) at Waverley High School. 133 models were on
display and the following were the top six:

"Ettamogah Pub boat by Vivian Kenny,

"Mississippi Gambler boat by Vivian Kenney,

Bell 222 Airwolf by Barry Marx, also votedest Model

Curtiss P40E by David Law,

Spacewalker by Doug Anderson,

Elfe glider by John Gottschalk.

Also on display and in all its splendour was the club proje2t dlbeit, still not quite ready to fly

but looking very LARGE and VERY impressive!!
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December Aspectivity 220 contained the following guidelines for thdlyuat Camperdown, and
are probably the most comprehensive ever used.
CAMPERDOWN FLY-IN 26-27-28 January 1991
The following proposals for the new format of the VARMS Camperdownlr-lyere
accepted by the Committee and, with the goodwill and good sportsmanship of all our Scale and
Sports flying enthusiasts, these suggestions should provide the ingredients &iremjoyable and
safeweekend for everyone.
l. RE SAFETY
OFFICIALS
One Director of Flight Operations
One Assistant DFO
Several Safety Officed according to need.
A) Scale pilots should have the assistance of an observer.
B) Pilots will announe takeoffs and landings.
C) Models are not to be flown closer than 30 metres from people and cars.
D) The use of the keyboard will be strictly adhered to by all.
Keys will be placed and removed by the relevant pilots only.
E) All transmitters must hae current certification.
F) Aircraft above 6Kg must have appropriate permit to fly.
G) All pilots need their current FAI Sporting Licence card.
If a pilot has no FAI card he must report to the Director of Flight Operations
or any Safety Officer.

Il. COMMUNICATIONS
ONE information board will be placed at the entrance to the Park, showing the current
flying site in use and activities for the day.
ANOTHER information board at the flying site will show safety arrangements and
procedures for the day.

[I. DAILY FLIGHT SLOTS FOREVERYDAY OF THE WEEK-END

General Sport Flying from: Sunrise until:  10.30 a.m.
SCALE ONLY 10.30 a.m. 11.30 a.m.
Sport 11.30 1.00 p.m.
SCALE ONLY 1.00 p.m. 2.00 p.m.
Sport 2.00 p.m. 3.30 p.m.
SCALE ONLY 3.30 p.m. 4.30 p.m.
Sport 4.30 p.m. Sunset.
V. SCALE GROUPING FOR JUDGING PURPOSES
1. Vintage (Any wingspan for ALL groups)
2. Modern
3. Power Slope Soarer
4. Salto
5. Unorthodox
V. SCALE JUDGING
STATIC
A. No documentation isequired.
B. Models to be judged must have appropriate markings.
FLYING

Two roving judges will assess both static and flying.
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There should be not more than 5 SCALE models flying simultaneously.

VI. OTHER EVENTS TO BE STAGED DURING SPORTS FLYINGME SLOTS
Ridge Rats

Southern Sailplanes models

Balloon Bursting

Photo Sessions

Night Flying

moow»

VIl.  TheBARBEQUE on Saturday night at the Caravan Park will be heldNE area,
SO everyone can enjoy the entertainment! (?)

VIIl.  SITEMANAGEMENT
NO Smoking- NO Alcohol at the flight Line
NO rubbishANYWHERE please!

IX. ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES
Aerotowingd at the Racecourse
Power/Electric Flyingd at the Racecourse
Seaplanes (by arrangement with Director of Flight Operations rednetes)
0 at Lake Bullen Merri

X. DINNER, SUNDAY
VENUE: to be announced
Presentation by VARMS President.

The emphasis is on maintaining the original, desy concept for the meeting, which goes
back to the early 1970's when the late Brian Laging and a few VARMS members who flew large
aircraft, gathered annually on the Australia Day wee# and, making use ttie beautiful slopes
around the lakes, usually had a ball, just flying during the day and gathering around the camp fire at
night. The lowkey "Clayton" contest developed from there, as the attendance grew with time. Itis
now the biggest slope flyingnd-social event involving R/C sailplanes, particularly scale, in
Australia.
44th Nationals 1990/91, at Bendigo Vic.:

Thermal David Hobby 2nd unconfirmed

F3B John Lawrey 2nd unconfirmed

Thermal(Jnr) 1. Andrew Benton

Also at these Nations| an urofficial event "Scale Glider' was held as per the following report.
SCALE SNIPPETS By John Gottschalk

Scale Gliders at thBendigoNationals

So, it finally happened! Our fraternity was included for the first time at an Australian
National Chamionshipsi as an unofficial event under provisional rules. The event was scheduled
for the last day, so we did some practice flying during the week, sharing the R.C. practice field,
about 13 kms away with a variety of Radio activists, mainly helicoptedssome sports flyers.
Between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. we were usually clobbered with some unmentionable high
temperatures, so we ventured out on two eveni
again on the first occasion by seeing to it that themogld break its tail wheel assembly. So, back
to Melbourne we went and during the dying hours of 1990 a new tail wheel assembly was created.
Everything went fine after that. Even the Golden Eagle towed up nicely and, in the absence of
Robert Goldman, aery talented young pilot, Peter Jordan from Swan Hill took on the task of
towing theElfe up, which turned out to be a very enjoyable flight, as it looked very realistic.
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On Friday the weather changed and it rained steadily from then on. Saturdaygmweenin
went out to the R.C. club field and it was obvious that we could not conduct the static judging under
the prevailing conditions, (it still rained), so we got permission to do it at the Nats Registration
centre in Bendigo. Off we went in the rain, wémough the static contest and by 12.30 we loaded
up again (in the rain) and back to the field we went. The deadline was set for 3 p.m. to start flying.
By 2.30 p.m. it cleared up somewhat and the Tug was readied for action. To our relief and
disbelid, it stopped raining completely by 2.40 p.m. and away we went. With three manoeuvres of
your choice to do in two flights and a working time of ten minutes each, it was a relatively easy task
provided you did it right! Unfortunately, due to the wind diren. we had to take off and land near
the end of the field. which had some tall trees nearby, so the landings were not all what they should
have been. The gusty wind was not very helpful either, and flyers and judges had some anxious
moments. Nine modewere entered in the contest, seven actually flew.

Results in R. C. Scale Glider

1. Robert Goldman Olympia Meise 389.0
2. Colin Collyer Golden Eagle 370.2
3. Frank Smith Grunau Baby 1IB  350.1
4. John Gottschalk Elfe S4-A 333.1
5. WayneJones 305.7
6. John Lawrey 304.7
7. Darrel Blow 244

8. Peter Wright 102.4

Congratulations to the winner and all placegetters!

John Berry, Barry Dundas and Gary Sunderland officiated as judges and we thank them for
their efforts. Pecial thanks to the Contest Director, Peter Mather who had done his homework in
the most diligent and meticulous way. The professional touch was most evident. Tim Mellor
helped with the score collection and David Hobby was Our man on the Ripcord. d¥viell
fellows. We also thank the Bendigo Club for their hospitality. We shall return on'thdaz4h.

Feb. '91- Geoff Hearn commences Glider Traini
scheme at VARMS High Street Road site on a we
basis. ((Training is still ongoing in 203))

Fe br uairiy Aspedtitity 221 we have an article
that is at the very heart of bhobby
BALSAWOOD -
Models are no different than any other type of flyin
machine, large or small THE LIGHTER IT IS _
BUILT, THE BETTER IT WILL FLY ! With that in = =
mind, itis easy to understand why balsa has bee
standard material for model aeroplane constructi
since it first became r e
Its outstanding strenglo-weight ratio enables
modellers to construct durable models that willifi a
totally realistic manner. Balsa also absorbs shock and

vibration well and can be easily cut, shaped and glued with simple hand tools.

WHERE DOES BALSA COME FROM

Balsa trees grow naturally in the humid rain forests of Central and South AmericaNéand
Guinea). Its natural range extends from Guatemala, through central America, to the north and west
coast of South America as far as Bolivia. However, the small country of Ecuador, on the western
coast of South America, is the primary source of modetadt grade balsa in the world. Balsa
needs a warm climate with plenty of rainfall and good drainage. For that reason, the best stands of
balsa usually appear on high ground between tropical rivers. Ecuador has the ideal geography and

n shows the way above.

ying Instructor Ge
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climate forgrow ng bal sa trees. The scientific name
balsa itself is Spanish meaning raft, in reference to its excellent floatation qualities.

HOW DOES BALSA GROW

The is no such thing as entire forests of balsa trees. Theysgyngly or in very small, widely
scattered groups in the jungle . For hundreds of years, balsa was actually considered a weed tree.
They reproduce by growing hundreds of long seed pods, which eventually open up and, with the
help of the wind, scatter theands of new seeds over a large area of the jungle. Each seed is
airborne on its own small wisp of down, similar to the way dandelion seeds spread. The seeds
eventually fall to the ground and are covered by the litter of the jungle. There they lay and
accumul ate until one day there is an opening i
strike the jungle floor and start the seeds growing. Wherever there was an opening, either made by
the farmer or by another tree dying, balsa will spripgas thick as grass, A farmer is often hard

put to keep his food plot clear of balsa. As new balsa trees grow, the strongest will become
predominant and the weaker trees will die. By the time they are mature, there may only be one or
two balsa trees tan acre of jungle.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE A BALSA TREE TO GROW

Balsa trees grow very rapidly (like all weeds). Six months after germination, the tree is about 1 %
inches in diameter and 412 feet tall! In 6 to 10 years the tree is ready for cuttingingareached

a height of 6690 feet tall and a diameter of -85 inches. If left to continue to grow, the new wood

on the outside layers becomes very hard and the tree begins to rot in the centre. Unharvested, a
balsa tree may grow to 6 feet or more iardeter, but very little usable timber can be obtained from

a tree of this size. The balsa leaf is similar in shape to a grape leaf, only a lot bigger. When the tree
is young, these leaves measure as much as 4 feet across. They become progresserehs shall

tree grows older, until they arel® inches across. Balsa is one of the few trees in the jungle which
has a simple leaf shape. This fact alone makes the balsa stand out in the jungle.

WHY IS BALSA SO LIGHT

The secret t o bnlybesaed withla migrbstopee $he celisaare big and very thin
walled, so that the ratio of solid matter to open space is as small as possible. Most woods have gobs
of heavy plastic like cement, called lignin, holding all the cells together. In b@sm is at a
minimum. Only about 40% of the volume of a piece of balsa is solid substance. To give the tree
the strength it needs to stand in the jungle, nature pumps each balsa cell full of water until they
become rigidi like a car tyre full of air. Green balsa wood typically contains 5 times as much
water as it has actual wood substance, compared to most hardwoods which contain very little water
in relation to wood substance. Green balsa must therefore be carefully kiln dried to remove most of
the water before it can be sold. Kiln drying is a tedious 2 week process that carefully removes the
excess water until the moisture content is only 6%. Kiln drying also kills bacteria, fungi and insects
that may have been in the raw balsa.

GRAIN STRUCTURES

A A Gri dhisrtimber is characterized generally by its lightness, flexibility across the sheet, and
fairly long straight grain pattern. Best used for wing sheeting, curved fuselage upper and lowers
etc.

i BOo Q@rThis timber, although similar to A graiwhen one glances, it exhibits shorter grain
length, less flexibility, and is usually slightly heavier. It is a good choice for wing ribs, fuselage
sides (try to select 2 pieces with equal flexibility), and general structural parts. This is als@the typ
of timber one should select to cut sticks or spars from.

i Co G (Ald known as Quarter Graif) Characterized by its distinctive mottley appearance,

this cut of timber is extremely rare. Sheets of this timber are very rigid, and selected praperly ca
yield a structure of considerable strength. Totallysuitable for long thin or stick type lengths due

to cross or quarter grain structure.Supplied by Mike Christoph and courtesy of SIG
Manufacturing



The Flight Of The U -2 - Kilcunda

Jun. '91- The U-2 P.S.S. (Club project) flies "backwards" at Kilcunda. Here follows a complete
report by Tim Morland as reflected in Aspectivity 226/July '91).

Yesterday our R leapt
into the wild blue. Now we gotta
fix it. To say we have a slight
problem with inaddence would be
an understatement. I'll explain. — },

Weather was perfect fom--@;‘_ » ! ,
the maiden flight. 20 to 25 knots % - o e
from the north west Kilcunda).
The right day had finally arrived
People and models crowded t
top of the slope and parked ca
trailed off irto the distance.

Immediately after the
launch (about 1245 hrs) it beca
apparent to me pushing and
pulling the sticks that sufficient
down elevator was not available.
The nose of the craft would not stay
down. | appeared to have no effect
at all on tke attitude of the rearing
beast. As those who were there will
attest, the ride up and pessll
descent 50 metres downwind were
dramatic, to say the least. The - =
subsequent heavy landing broke t
port wing at the end of the dihedral
bar. There are alssome stress
fractures in the fuselage®
Considering the impact, | think we"
got off rather lightly.

Our U-2, as you know, has some closely related cousins. Twesizalfreplicas have been
built. The required position of the C of G is therefore knownd that's where it is on the big U2.
Same place.

The difference between large and small is ..... what we are going to find out.

Incidence of the mainplane on the club model is currently 3.5 degrees. The way she went up
yesterday, the same degree of decice may well be appropriate for the tailplane.

Working bees are being arranged to do the repairs. Anyone with ideas and action in mind
are welcome to come along.

1990-91 Membership 6208 Members



1991 - 92
The Committee
President Max McCullough Secretary Barry Dundas
Treasurer David Waterhouse Editor Neil McLeod
Contest Director ~ Stephen Frodsham Publicity Jim Robertson
" " Tim Mellor Scale Group Colin Collyer

July 1991 (A.G.M.)
James (Jim) Robertson

awarded
Life Membership.

Jul. "91- Gallagher's paddock (VARMS H.S.R. site) selected by Knox Council as site for a tip &

landHill, ( Did not proceedl

Waverley Gazette - Wednesday 14th August 1991

Park earmarked

to become tlp site

A MODEL plane club has
exposed a plan to develop a
35-hectare landfill tip on
Board of Works parkland
in High Street Rd.

Knox Council has applied to the
Board of Works to use the site,
which forms part of the Dande-
nong Valley Metropolitan Park,
between Nortons and Cathies
lanes.

Mr Martin Briggs, a member of
the Victorian Association of Radio
Model Soaring Inc., which had
been using the High Street Rd site
since 1972, said club members be-
lieved the tip would have a detri-
mental effect on surrounding resi-
dential areas.

He said residents he ha.d spoken
to were unaware of the proposal.

“We're not objecting so much to
the loss of a gliding field because
we can relocate,” he said. “But to
locate a tip on High Street Rdin a
residential area is inappropriate.

By KATE WATSON

“Rubbish will blow all over

houses. It’s in the middle of subur-
bia and who wants a tip there? It
will be an eyesore.”

He said club members were
planning a campaign to stop the
landfill going ahead.

Knox Council’s mayor, Cr Geoff
Dempster said the council had
submitted a detailed proposal to
the Board of Works.

It was awaiting approval from
the Board and the EPA before go-
ing ahead with the development.

He said it would be used to dump
household refuse by Knox Council
and other member councils of the
Eastern Region Refuse Group.

Cr Dempster agreed that the tip
site was close to residential areas
as were the present and previous
council tips.

“There’s very few landfill sites
left. Councils are in dire straits,”
he said. ““You cannot get approval

to use tip space for your own indi-
vidual requirements. It has tobe a
shared resource.”

Mr Geoff Vincent, manager of -

Parks and Lands for the Board of

Works Eastern Region, said Enox
Council began negotiations for use
of the site dated back to 1983.

Last year a meeting was held
between Board of Works, Knox
Council and EPA officials to deter-
mine whether the proposed use
was still viable and who should be
appointed to manage the land.

“It was decided Knox would be
the best organisation on behalf of
that group as a proponent for the
development of that site,” he said.

Mr Vincent said the Board of -
Works asked Knox Council for a
detailed proposal but had still not
received it.

Hesaid the only contact between
the two organisations had been a
request from the council to take
soil samples to determine the geo-
physical attributes of the land be-
neath the site.

Asp. 227 / August '91 Southern Sailplanes advertisement for entire range of models including the
Eclipse & Apollo

Asp. 228 / Sept. 91 records the production and sale of a "Club" electric winch, the basic items being
produced by a club member (Jim Robertson) for purchase by club members (and others)

Nov. 3- 4, EXPO (the 6th ) at Waverley High School Hall.

Expo excerg:Winners Top 6 Exhibits
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D. H. Tiger Moth  Les Briscoe C.A.C. Boomerang Noel Whitehead
F15 Eagle Les Briscoe Model Railway Layout Moorabbin Tafe
H.M.A.S. Darwin ~ Sam Camelleri Spacewalker Mark Collins

Best club stand Doncaster Best Trade stand GJ Kites/Models

(Note, in the late 90's this school was demolished and replaced with very pricy real estate.)

The Flight Of The U-2i 2P Stanza

Aspectivity 230 of Nov. '9teports on the 2nd flight of the-Rl

The VARMS 2 was again ready for testing amdthough we had better than 30 knots of wind, it
was directly on the slope.

The first Ohopd consisted of a series of Ot
happening. Tim Morland, the pilot, thought perhaps it was nose heavy as it digspuind
immediately to his command, but Knut and Colin thought that it was tail heavy and therefere over
sensitive. ..? Only one thing for it. Another go.

Second launch of the day and out she goes, although showing signs of beisgnsitere on
elevabr and not being able to find a comfortable speed to fly. It certainly looked impressive in the
sky, positively blocking out the sun. About this time it dropped a wing, a sort of stall turn, and
when it recovered, Tim stated that it does good stall fuemen on small amounts of rudder. |

thought it | ooked dangerously | i ke spinning.
wing and quickly into a fully developed spin.
woul dnoét .idndnd iBidturns | ater the inevitabl
damaged. Fixable if morale can be. Although this is a major setback, It certainly is not a new
thing in the history of aviation. Chimak Ye
Starfighter, | think and he had about 70,00 feet to think about it. It also finished with a broken
aeroplane and a surprised pilot. I guess tha

POST MORTEM  Thoughts of the C of G.

1/ Because of a tail heavy situatiothe model was inclined to stall and spin. Once it had, not
enough height to recover.

2/ The model is likely to be tigtall prone because of: (a) high root:tip chord ratio, (b) fair
amount of sweepack, (c) relatively lowpowered taHplane, (e) o washout, (f) warp, maybe?

|l T6S EASY TO BE WI SE I N RETROSPECT.

The Flight Of The U-27 3rd Stanza- Camperdown
Pictured,the L2 si t s af t eoverssawaitiegrit@HIRS® need FLESHT
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The following from Aspectivit®33/March is part of the Camperdown '92 report and shows the
better side of the U2.

The highlight was the successful flying of the VARMS chzbRdwer Slope soarer. Test
pilots, Messrs Sullivan and Fiddes showed us all how it's done; they have botprbeered to
Astronaut status despite the two or three tgtalls and least one spin, which almost saw them
demoted to Ground Crew.

The landing was interesting, as Graham (Sullivan) executed oty thjter another, each
time achieving a better appach. The touch and goes saw all the spectators take on the
appearance of a linep of opeamouthed carnival clowns all waiting for the insertion of the ping
pong balls- and just as the ball was to be inserted he executed a perfect roll with this 43 Ib
maonster.

Above we have two pictures of the2Ulying at Lake Bullen Merri, Camperdown as they appeared
in the Aeromodelling Digest 1992pictures supplied by Don Hauser.

April saw the 45th 1991/92 Nationals at Waikerie, S.A.:
Thermal 1. Rob Benton 2. LeoO'Reilly 3. Mike O'Reilly

Aspectivity 235 of May 1992 reports that VARMS memberships exceeds 200 for the first time and
also contained the following rebuttal from a 'universal' law maker:
22 Morden Court,
NUNAWADING 3131
10th April 1992
The Editor,
VARMS.
Dear Sir,
Mac'
Friend,
Pal!

'ENUFF IS 'ENUFF ! | realise you are not to blame, you have to publish rubbish, no matter
how scurrilous: | should have forwarded an epistle earlier, but the latest onslaught has driven me
to it, so before falling ot my bed of pain to brood on the ignominy of it all, I'll beat into
submission the keys of my ancient Olivetti !

Old Chum, this all started back when John G. blamed me and Newton for causing the
demise of his power tug.

Sir !' | have not had any truck witkewton since he did something rude with an apple or a spider !
He and | pass each other in our broughams looking the other way ! Furtbies, | would not dare
to damage one of John's beautiful machines, he is bigger than me, and can run faster !

Thenin a later issue several scribes sank twice to impugnment.... Can you imagine the
enormity of it all, now in the latest issueOne, a former contest director, | believe has made
imputative comments !
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Mate, where will it all stop ! Why can't it be akel to say... MORLANDS LAW, or you
might think of someone EVEN more blameworthy, and then I'll be let off the hook?
Sir, | am disgusted of Morden Court !
Yours Sincerely,
Morrie Murphy
PS. I'm off today to St. Vincent's Private Hospital for a Bawenour operation. | tell you, when
you pass 70, there's never a dull moment !

€ and just for the heck of [ a picture of
included.

Jun. '92 John Lawrey takes command@4d.C. of VARMS training scheme
VARMS membership for end of year was highest ever at 210.
May '92- passing of John Vanderwolfe (ASP 237/Jul®2bute)-

A Tribute To John Vanderwolfe
By Ojars Balodis |
It is with much sadness | write that John Vand#fwa good friend to e
many of us, passed away on the 25th May 1992, following an 18 month batt| el
cancer. :
There is no doubt that John deserves a place in VARMS history for he-wa
instrumental in helping VARMS to grow and consolidate during the 1@wis™
early 80's.
John first became interested in R/C models after his son, Ronald joined VARMS in 1971.
Living only a few minutes from Glenfern Rd., John and his family soon became regular builders
and flyers at the site. At the time large scale mod&=evenly just beginning to appear, Ralph
Learmont'sKestrel, John Gottschalk'&13 and Ray Cooper'§oka 5 for example. John soon
became interested in building a 1 : 4 scale glider and in 1972, with Peter Prussner, purchased
original scale drawings frolG@zechoslovakia and commenced buildinBlanik L-13. John put his
varied talents to work and built the entire model from aluminium sheeting, complete with thousands
of rivets. After all, it was supposed to be scale! The model ended up weighing 25Ib.
Apparently the model was first flown at Berwick, towed into the air by a towline held by
Ronald on the back of a motorbike. The pull of the model was strong enough to pull him clean off




13

the bike into the air. On landing, tBéanik collided with and took at a red gum fence post! After
repairs it was flown several more times and eventually retired, considered to be a little on the
"heavy" side.

John was a prolific builder and to his credit, has built many 1 : 4 scale gliders, including no
less that 4Pilatus B4's a Cobra 17 Standard Cirrus SB 10anotherBlanik, a 12 foot 1 : 8 scale
Catalina PB¥1, a 1 : 3 scalRobintug plane and a handful of lar@aimulusinspired models.

John will always be remembered for IMgteor, built in 1976. He developedtachnique
for making large models quickly by carving large blocks of styrene foam, suitably sealing them and
then fibre glassing over the outside. When finished, John would simply pour in petrol to dissolve
the foam. Resul- one fibreglass fuselage, thout the need to make a mould. TWeteorwas 17'
wingspan and is famous for its 26 odd huge consecutive loops at Apollo Bay, following elevator
failure. The model eventually pancaked on top of the slope after most people wisely chose to leave
the areal
John devoted a lot of his time and energy in the 1970's to the benefit of VARMS and its members.
He often helped in training new members and would tow the club's trailer to meetings all over
Victoria. He instrumental in helping VARMS to maintain its G&n Rd. flying site and also in
obtaining the use of a site on High Street Rd.(Norton's Lane) near the current site. He also
organised special VARMS events such as trips to Naracoorte, Sth, Aust., and Apollo Bay.

John served as President of the clul978 and also served as Contest Director, Property
Officer and Site Controller for many years. John's wife Willie, was Treasurer of VARMS from
1976 to 1981.

The last 18 months were extremely difficult times for John and his family. Fortunately, he
was able to maintain his positive attitude and, with some help and inspiration from Knut Neumann,
he commenced his final project. John always thought BIG angbjisct was no exception. He
started work on a wooden 1/8cale model of the aerobatic glideo 100. The fuselage is
enormous, yet very light. John had completed the fuselage construction and was well into the wings
when he was hospitalised. Sadlg Was never to complete this project. His sons, Ronald and
Andrew have promised to complete the model in the future. It will certainly be something special
to see.

To John's wife, Willie and to his sons, Ronald, Andrew and Darryl, we extend our

deepessympathy. He was a special man.

1991-92 Membership 6 115 Members
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1992 - 93
The Committee
President Don Hauser Secretary Barry Dundas
Treasurer Marcus Stent Editor Neil McLeod
Contest Director Tim Mellor Committee Member Brian Andrew
Publicity, Meetings Jim Robertson Scale Bill Denheld
& Brian Andrew

"92 A.G.M.1
Geoff Hearn awarded "Clubman of the Year"

& "Life Membership".

Sep. '92- An early request to landwners (Parks Vic.) for consideration fthre use of power
models at H.S.R. for Aertowing.

Oct 3 & 4- Aust. F3B Championships at Wangaratta, Results :

1. Evan Bengston QLD, 2. David Hobby VIC, 3.  Garry Jordan QLD.

VARMS EXPO, 31 Oct 1 Nov. 92

Aspectivity Visits T Stan Mason (VARMS 36)
Aspectivity 240/October '92 provides a profile of Stan Mason (No. 36) by B
Andrew.
When one has a father who served in No 1 Squadron Australian FIiges
Corps it is inevitable that AIRCRAFT would follow on in his son's bload, 1]
especially when father arfétan visited Central Aircraft in the 30's to purchase %

rubber powered model accessories. Stan was then involved in the Melbgurr
Aero Club, flying mainly gliders. This was followed by condliak flying after !
the war at Surrey Park where Stan was anusmdistic helper. ‘

In between modelling Stan worked at Metro Gas as a cadet engineer and Iater became a
Civil Engineer, amassing experience in sewer and drainage projects, then to Coates for
approximately 18 months, where he designed a large crane foe#mtOam project. When slot
cars were the rage at East Burwood Stan also served as Treasurer. Then the club moved to the
Canterbury theatre where they raced in the upstairs area.

After the slotcar era, it was back to aeromodelling, information confiogh the model
Dockyard on R/C gliders and slope sites. Stan was then seen at Glenfern Road with Grunélig single
channel models and at Mt. Hollowback in the 60's when everybody parked their cars at the bottom
of the hill, and at Torquay where Stan joinedRMS.

After many years and models, some-tads, Stan suffered a heart attack while flying at
Kangaroo Ground, terminating his climbing of hills, so he turned to sitting by the Lake sailing R/C
yachts, though he soon returned to aeromodelling and flyinig wing designs.

When on the field modellers gaze in awe as Stan lifts the hatches on any of the eleven
models he has at the moment, the workmanship in the scale type construction, attention to detail and
mechanical linkages continue to amaze them.

If members visit Stan at home he could be tending his orchids, using his lathe, running the
four stroke or designing new mechanical linkages.......
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Aspectivity Visits i Peter Mather (VARMS 6)
Aspectivity 241, Nov '92 contains a profile of a longstandfRMS
member, Peter Mather (VARMS No 6), provided by Brian Andrews.

Peter is possibly not known to a large number of current VARMS
members, as his chosen profession has taken him interstate on twg
occasions since the VARMS foundation meeting in 1968.

So,let us turn back the clock to 1956 when the young Peter could
be found flying very basic free flight models in the Sandringham area. g#®
As the years rolled by he graduated to control line and free flight &
Dendy Park and Elsternwick Park, until the daylbst a free flight
model to a thermal (something he hadn't known existed).

1966 was the year Peter joined the Air Force at the R.A.A.F.
Academy, Point Cook. He enjoyed flying models at the base, among :
them aMarcsmanand a Hearns Hobbidsagle and stillfound time for slope soaring at Beveridge
and Bacchus Marsh.

He also found time to study and 1970 was promoted to Flying Officer. When transferred to
Edinburgh S.A., Peter could be found navigating EB@nson maritime surveillance with No. 11
Squadro, and in 1975 was responsible for flight trials and project management between Laverton
and Edinburgh. 1978 saw him as Senior Navigator, No. 10 SQRrions Then in 1980, it was
back home to take charge of the A.T.C. as Sqgn. Leader P. Mather. @&984isg Commander
Mather relocated to Dept. of Defence, Canberra. Returning to Point Cook in 1986, he managed and
co-ordinated staff at the R.A.A.F. College. In 1991 he took up the position of Staff Officer,
Operations, H.Q., Training Command, whose&litire too numerous to mention.

In between his career moves Peter found time for his love of thermal-andnXry flying.

His first X-country model was a modified Cirrus calldRidinbow. He has fond memories of many

X-C flights with Geoff Vincent andlope Xcountry events that Geoff organised for VARMS. His
current model is an 8 year old modifi8dgitta complete with log book. In the workshop he has his
latest owndesign H.L.G. called Stubby, named for its low aspect ratio. And there are algbtthou

of a suitable model to achieve L.S.F. Level 5 as he has already achieved Levels 1 to 4. The tasks
become increasingly difficult, where will it all end!

A few copies of the Werribee M.A.A.'s Werribee Flyer received lately reveals Peter as an
active nember of that club.

(Peter also served as VARMS President 1®&land was also responsible for arranging and
running the popular >€ountry event, The Werribee Wander in the late 90's.)

Nov. '92 - Report from World Electrical Flight Championships on thefggenance of VARMS
members: David Hobby 27th in Championship, Scott Lennon 13th in Pylon and 20th in
Aerobatics.

Aspectivity Visits i Colin Collyer (VARMS 81)

Aspectivity 242), Dec '92 contains yet another Profile by Brian Andrew of yet
another well-known VARMS member. This month we interview Colin
Collyer, a member, who, over the years, has been renowned for F/F models, f ¢
C/L aerobatics, car racing, raltyoss, circuit and hill climbs, R/C gliding (he f“
prefers scale) and large powered aircraftow scale gliders seemed like a
good reason to Colin. e 2 5 w—ﬁa
To place all this activity in perspective; Colin's introduction to model
aircraft came from his nextoor neighbour in Clayton who thought the onK
way to get his "Chief" glider into the air wouldelto tow it behind his B
Volkswagen.
At the tender age of 15 Colin joined the Oakleigh Model Aero Club to fly C/L and F/F on
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what is now the Monash Uni. site, with the occasional train trip to Albert Park, then graduating to
bicycle with model and batteryrapped to his back, to fly at Ormond. An FJ Holden took Colin to
the Nats at Strathalbyn, S.A., his first Nat. meet. He recalls that the FJ used more oil than petrol,
but flying C/L aerobatics and F/F glider compensated for that.

1959/60 saw Colin comntrating on A2 glider, mainly at Boundary Road, culminating in a
State Championship win in the '70's. He constructed and developed a Renault Dauphine Special
powered by a suitably modified 16 TS engine, competing at Hume Weir, Winton, Calder and
Sandownand also at Morwell and Newcastle hill climbs. He also competed in Calder rally cross
events, staying true to the marque in a Renault 10. Between motor racing events, Colin was
introduced to R/C gliding at Beveridge. @uolin's first solo flight his istructor said, "See you
later, I'm off home." The model survived. Colin's next memorable flight was of 3 hours duration at
Drouin with his "Daddy Kool" modela little like a "Cumulus”. Scale gliders came to the fore with
a slightly used 1/4cale "Kestel", duly repaired and flown. It was the only one to weigh about 11
Ib. After the "Kestrel" came names familiar to scale modellers, like "Sperber Junior', "Kirby Kite",
"Golden Eagle" and "K6". To tow these models Colin built a large "Chipmunk”, pdvisren
S.T. 2500; not to tow just one but, on occasion, two or three. He has also been known to tow them
while inverted. And to collect prizes at scale power model meetir@slin(was pictured with his
latest model the "MOBA" which has had many hafrélying, and according to Colin: "It flies
great.")

Decembefl9920anuary®3i 46" Nationals held at Bundaberg QId.:

Thermal 1. Stephen White 2. Ray Pike 3. Evan Bengston
F3B Cancelled due to insufficient entries.

U-2 The Fourth Stanzai The Re-hirth

VARMS U-2, The Rebirth.

After the destruction of the first 3
incarnation of the U2, it sat around for some §
time and one overly inspired evening, Tomm
Wickers and myself (Henryk K.) decided to r¢
build the wing, but using a totally different
wing section.

The thinking went §s
the first version was too heavy and fast, so
build it lighter an
Tommyds fully molided
NnYelalhet 6s use that s

The section was traced and
proportioned to suit the cord already on the
fuz. A root pattern was made and Tommy o :
started searching for a block of foam big enough to take the whole wmg in one cut. In hIS usual
fashioni he found some and we got to working on it. A piece of nichneimewas acquired and
attached to a pole in the middle of the factory. The block of foam was positioned at the crucial
point of fAthatodéds about righto. A handl e was
attached to the opposite end near the templa E W ae R
and power was applied. With the stancenaki
to that of a hammer thrower in the Olympics,
the delicate task of
and in actual fact turned out quite well.
Nothing a belt sander would not fix!

The wings were shg
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lots of balsa, and compressed in their jackessi ng Tommy6és patented wing
Tommy sitting on fork lift). Add some glass, ally tubes, servos, paint and mix together with skillful
use of an angle grinder, the wings ended up completed and fairly strong, even a new colour
s ¢ h e me iél sopred surprised and thankful.
(Thatdés a photo of me sitting on the thing).
Change locations and imagine a perfect northerly at Kilcunda. Blowing about 25 knots and we
were ready to launch. With the elegance of Fred Flintstone, | hurled the mabe iatioand
immediately the LR soared to a few hundred feet. Talk about changed flying characteristics. This
: — . was a totally different aircraft!
Noweé
to get it down!

A T RINEW MEO, new wings, a
new dressnew numberand
another outing wit

Camperdown '93. To indicate what organisation has been put in place for this weekend, the
following is taken from Aspectivity 242 Dec. '92 as a lead up for this event;

CAMPERDOWN FLY IN- January 30 to 1 February 1993.

The emphasis is on maintaining the original low key concept for the event which began in
the early 1970's when the late Brian Laging and a few VARMS members gathered annually to fly
large aircraft, making use of the beautiful slopes around the lakes dhenday and gathering
around the camp fire at night. Attendance has grown with time and it is now the biggest slope
flying and social event involving R/C Sailplanes, particularly scale, in Australia.

DAILY FLIGHT SLOTS (EVERY day of the event subject ¢éaxceptions)

A. General sport flying from sun up until  11.00 am
Scale only 11.00 am " 1.00 pm
Sport plus 1.00 pm " 3.00 pm
Scale only 3.00 pm " 5.00 pm
Sport plus 5.00 onwards
B. Sport Plus may consist or Ridge Rats, Southern Sailplaneallapitier models, speed run

timing, aerobatic display and floater duration. Consideration may be given to the number in
the air depending on the conditions. Craftsmanship, finish and flying skills will be judged
by tworoving judges.
C. Scale
Vintage Modern
Power slope soarers or unorthodox
Although there will be no contest, there will be scale judging for static and flying by at least
two roving judges each day. There should be no more than five scale models flying
simultaneously.
SAFETY
Officials Several safety officers according to need
One Director of Flight Operations
One assistant D.F.O.
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All Pilots should have the assistance of an observer

All pilots will announce take off and landings

All pilots should group themselves togethe allow communication. When making a pass,

make your intentions clear to all. Call the direction from which you intend to pass.

1 The use of the keyboard will be strictly adhered to by all. Keys will only be placed or

removed by relevant pilots.

All transmitters must have current certification.
All pilots need their current FAI Sporting Licence card. If a pilot has no FAI card, he must
report to D.F.O.

1 Aircraft above 6 kg must have appropriate permit to fly.

COMMUNICATIONS

One information boarwill be placed at the entrance to the park, showing the current flying site in

use and activities for the day.

Another information board at the flying site will show safety arrangements and procedures for the

day.

SITE MANAGEMENT

1 No Smoking- No Alcohol & the flight line.

1 No rubbishANYWHERE please!

1 There will be no toilet facilities on private property sites.

1 Drive cars very slowly on private property roadsThe biggest worry for farmers
during the summer months is "FIRE". Do not smoke out in thenomr at the road
side if we are flying on private property.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIVITIES

If there is no wind, aertowing, power sports and electric flying is planned at the Racecourse.

Seaplanes by arrangements with D.F.O. re frequencies at Lake Bullen Merri

NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT

Camp fire and video post mortems, etc after 9.00 pm every night.

Fire drums will be procured subject to C.F.A.
BYO firewood please.

SATURDAY night BarB-Q and night flying.

SUNDAY at 1.00 pm, Show Down. Everyone will get to flytheir category, scale and sports.

There is no requirement to fly but please show up for photo session. The crowd pleasing "Clayton”

contest will be judged by allrecord your vote with any roving judge during the day.

SUNDAY DINNER

Hampden Hotel

Preserdtion by VARMS PresidentDon Hauser Followed by more video by campfire.

k*kkkkkkkkkkhkk

Camperdown '93

= =4 =

T
T

1. Most Appealing Large Scale Modern Model - Wayne JonesG 103 Accro

2. Most Appealing Large Scale Vintage Model - Dieter Prussner Professor

3. Most Appealing Small Scale Modern Model - Mathew Wood ASW 24

4. Most Appealing Small Scale Vintage Model - Barry DeKuyper Goppingen Wolf

5. Most Appealing Power Slope Soarer (Jet) - Peter Cossins Learjet

6. Most Appealing Power Slope Soarer (Qthe - Steven AndersonSpitfire

7. Best Presented Floater - Mike Elsner- Thermal Swift

8. Best Presented-Vail - David Hughes Viper Mk 3

9. Best Presented Slope Aerobatic Model - Brian Wellam- Flame out

10. Most Unusual Model - Terry Rdb - Swepto-maniac

11. Airmanship Award :(Includes safety factors, outstanding flight and consideration of
others) - Peter Averill- Pirat

12. Most Realistic Flight, Modern Scale - Colin Collyer- Moba

13. Most Realistic flight Vintage Sche - Martin Simons PWS 101
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14. Most Consistent Lady Flyer - Clare Averill

15. Junior Flyer - Steve Malcman

16. Gunna Award (Who is gunna rebuild that mod@&ipm Wickers (The 42 & Fence)

17. The model that travelled farthest to Camperdoawined byKen Millson

Special cricket Awards

1. Javid Meandad Awardfor Father Son/Daughter Tear®wen & Neil Williams of S.S.L.
2. Waugh Brothers Awardfor best model of a War plané@Vayne Plunkeft Vampire

U-2 Fifth Stanza- The LAST flight of the U-2 - Camperdown.

"For those not present the story is, that the U2 was successfully launched and flown by
anyone present who had participated in its building and wanted a go. When the lift died Tom
Wickers had the death or glory task of landing ithe paddock below. The big, heavy model just
would not stop until it encountered an unseen fence, which stopped the wings. The joiner bar now
could serve as handle bars for a Harley." —— e LY
The last report on the 42, was, that it would be returned to its e } .Q 5""‘%“
flying condition and remain as a STATIC model only. [ N e

..... with so much already said about '93 at Camperdown, a few subtle
observations from Tim Morland will not go astray!
The last of "THEM" as we know it.

Well, if you haven't been to Camperdown on Australia Day long weekend with VARMS, you
are now obliged to wait until 1998. Our unique way of celebrating Australia's birthday has been
sunk. Cast aside in the sea of change that is supposed toomaka bdter state, it's a crying
shame. There were about 160 people at Camperdown this year. On Saturday as well as
Sunday most had fun, although some didn't, but that | guess is the name of the game. Crashes have
a way offinding out who is really keetive written plenty of reports on Camperdown, others don't
appear to be very interested in spreading the word, of how Camperdown is simply the best way to
start off a modelling year with your friends and aeroplanes all over the place. It's the best kick start
I know of. One of the few times | get the chance to fly myself "out”. That is, have enough of it and
going home contented.

It would be great if lots of other people would write about their experiences of the weekend.
No two would be the same, giving @llus a window into their experiences.
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For instance, why don't David Hobby and Scott Lennon get together and tell us all about their
flying wings.

John Lee could perhaps tell us why his lovely Schweizer T26 fléwe tmottom of the hill, out of
control.

John Lawrey could give details about how you relocate a model at high altitude and then proceed
to land it in a paddock the other side of the camping ground.

Barry and Carol could tell us just exactly how much they have had to drink before they come to give
lucid commentary at the video rushes.

Harold Elliot could give a lecture on why Tom Wickers should not be given a plane which can
easily be flown too fast. The poor old Pelican started to flap!

Robert Goldman could give an analysis of why his Lo 100 dlewn to the bottom of the hill,
again! He managed to get it back up last year.

John Gottschalk could give a piece on how not to Handch large models.

Max McCullough would explain why he described on the registration board the scale Spitfire as
"small" including a sketch of a fisherman to demonstrate its wingspan.

Dieter Prussner could write about the first VARMS meeting at Mt. Hollowback just 25 years ago
this February- he was there you know.

Tom Wickers may like to explain why he didn't lamel -2 at the top of the hill while he could (no
hard feelings). [ the first time I've ever seen a plane stretch a wire fence.

Barry Nugent may like to explain the circumstances which lead his Alpina to be firmly planted in
the ground about 2 feet fmo his feet on Friday afternoon.

Terry Robb could bless us with an explanation of why his StarEsti@prise is able to fly, apart

from the fact that it has a motor.

However, the person who left the gate open and almost finished our weekend off fodagswo
early probably won't own up!

The council workers could justify putting the gate at the point on the wrong end of the flying field, |
prefer the old fence. More walking means less flying. They got the landing area right though,
didn't they?

NOTE - Tim flew a new model a ROBBE SF 36 motor glider, very pleased with it except its
landing glide path is constantly about 100 metres too lddg Hum.....

Aspectivity 244, March '93 provides a report by Rob Benton ofcauhtry flight with his 14 year

old Bird of Time, where he flew a 42 km flight (49 km by road) commencing in the Werribee area.
Rob was assisted by Alan Flack and Peter White.

Mar. 13 & 14- VMAA Trophy (Rerun) - VARMS equal 2nd with P & DARCS.

April 1993 - VARMS celebrates its Silver Julllee, founded April 1968.

Apr. 24 & 25 '93 Annual Scale meet at Swan Hill (ASP247/Jun'93)

Apr 25 '93- Vic. State Thermal resultsl. Rob Benton, 2. Marcus Stent, 3. Max Kroger.

Jun. 25 Phillip Connolly hosts inaugural meeting of Electric S. I. G.

Jun 27- Glider Speed Trials at H. S. Rresults (ASP249/Aug. '93).

Aspectivity 195 - Aug 88

1992 -93 Membership 6231 Members
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1993 - 94

The Committee
President Greg Hung Secretary Glenn Salisbury
Treasurer Marcus Stent Editor Richard Budge
Committee Member Brian Andrew Publicity, Meetings Jim Robertson
Contest Director ~ Tim Mellor:- Thermal Alan Mayhew
Slope Trevor DeHaan 60' Pylon Glen Salisbury
Fun Fly's Lindsay Henderson Electric Philip Connolly
Scale Dave Anderson

The VARMS Clubman of th&¥ear Award

was presented to Neil McLeod.

Aspectivity 248/July contains a reprint from November 1977 of Brian Laging's receatting
12 hr flight at Mt. Hollowback on Oct 22nd 1977.

Dawn! October 22 1977

The moment of truth!

Here we were assembliige Foka in a freezing South wind on the top of Mt. Hollowback,
trying not to forget things, such as the wing retaining rubber bands (I nearly did!). The remote
transmitter unit on the car roof, the big battery on the ground near the car door so eadulder
meter during the long hours ahead. Mike shivering in the cold holding the heavy model as |
checked for the last time that Left WAS left etc!

LAUNCH! TIME 5.23 a.m. Feel things out for a few minutes as we gain height for a
range check, plug ithe rooftop R.F. unit and feheck range, finally we plug in the 12V battery and
check that current draw is correct. Collapsing the transmitter aerial we retire to the warmth of the
car, trailing leads through the window. A problem is immediately founidhwwill annoy me all
day: the model is hard to see at height without craning my neck. Oh well, so much for forethought
and preparation!

For nine months we have been slowly setting up for this day, firstly seeking a battery of
sufficient capacity with eceptable weight. (Thanks Charlie Wyatt). Finally opting for a Yuasa 6V
9 amp lead acid of 3lbs 100zs. Leaving the ballast out of the Foka this gives us an all up weight of
14lbs. with a loading of 23 0z.sq.ft. Kraft technician Eric Beilby gave essigtance in adapting
this to suit the receiver. Kraft also modified the transmitter to use a remote 12 V car battery for
power and lastly matched up a second R.F. stage and antenna assembly to my transmitter. This unit
allows the transmitter to be usedth the antennae collapsed so it is easy to sit inside the car and
fly. By quickly pulling plugs and raising the antennae the transmitter is back to standard, allowing
full mobility in case the model drops below the dp.

The weather over a 12 hoperiod at Hollowback was interesting. At dawn it was28&
from the S.S.E. with low cloud-800 ft. above the hill. Cloud could be seen forming on Mt.
Buninyong on the E. face and streaming off down wind. This was strange as the wind on our hill
was sl S.S.E. Quite suddenly the cloud stream from Buninyong curved and was blowing small
clouds our way at about 500 ft. above us. As the morning dragged on this cloud began to lift and
street. We would spend some time slipping the model to lose hedjl@van flying off around to
the side of the hill to get down, then the wind would shift 10 or 15 degrees and we would have to
keep in close to the hill to stay up.

This continued through lunch time with a couple of exciting moments when the lift faded
altogether, but the wind was still blowing. We noticed a tendency to have a 45.deg. total wind shift
as we got through the day. There also appeared to be some type of wave and thermal combination
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from the hill in front, as each time the wind changed thearldved from one end of the hill in front

to the other. Lunch time meant pies (hot, thanks to the wife) and flying with one hand on the left
sticks only, using rudder and elevator. Bob Sellars was here from 11.30 a.m. with his sons and they
put up some wdels into the good lift. Thermals were still coming through by 1.30 but some very
poor lift periods had us back on the ridge. Sometime around this the model started to climb towards
a black cloud and was starting to go up at a fantastic rate, | kepinglithe model to try and find

an area of slower ascent but suddenly lost sight of it at about 45 deg. up in front of the hill. It was
in cloud without spoilers! | started to slip it as steeply as | could and it screamed out the bottom of
the cloud in &5 deg. spiral dive! If you have ever seen the Foka in a dive you STILL don't know
how fast it was going!

Hoping not to pull the wings off | levelled it out trying to get as far out of the lift area as
possible. The model must be stronger than | dwaurght it was as nothing fluttered or fell off so |
kept slipping around the sky for 10 minutes to get it back to 200 ft. *Oh yes, cloud base was at 100
ft. above the hill as our altimeter read 1000 ft. on landing. Shortly after this conditions began to
moderate and by 3.30 p.m. strong, pleasant, steady, smooth, lovely lift was everywhere. Eric
Beilby arrived about this time with a big smile when he found us still on the first flight. As time
came up to equal the Australian record | seemed to recoveofaenergy, and felt a lot better. We
were equipped with lights for a bit of night flying if it was needed after a late start, but as the record
was exceeded by a comfortable margin we decided an early landing might be prudent, as | had only
had 9 1/2hours total sleep on the previous 2 nights! After doing a few mild aerobatics during the
last half hour or so (I only rolled it once) an uneventful but rough landing was made, ending the
longest model flight in Australia to date.

Thanks to Mike Richardsoon the dawn shift (also relief pilot during toilet breaks for about
7 mins), and Bob Sellers on the afternoon shift. Kraft Systems for the radio backup. Chloride
Batteries for the receiver battery. Norm Ross the helpful owner of the property. Ahck Hiug
weather God who helped out also!

Brian Laging
Trivia:-
At 30 M.P.H. cruise speed, 12 14 hours, 367 Miles!
Eyes weren't meant to do this continual staring!
Thumbs do get tired!
Cessnads increase the heart rate when too cl o
BRAKES are need#
Coming down is sometimes harder than going up!
12 %4 hours = over ¥ flight time on Foka in 22 months.
Batteries still had 27 hours at 225 mA left AFTER the flight!
Hoping this spurs others to have a go at something new.

December 1977 Aspectivity contaith the official submission of claim for the 12 hour
duration record. Above it was a claim for record distance with a radio controlled sailplane of 22.3
Km. on 13.3.77, also by Brian Laging, using an edesigned Outcast.

The Australian record was onlypaelude to a fullscale attack on the World duration record.

At the time VARMS had a group dedicated to record attempts, which were regularly reported in
Aspectivity.

A year later, on 30 September/1 October 1978, Brian and his crew achieved a newn duratio
record - 28 hours 0 minutes 28 seconds., still the Australian absolute duration record for any
category of model flight.

Peter Mather, survivor of the Record Group, still seems to be accepting Brian's challenge,
and by coincidence, Mike Richardson wassitor at the June 1993 VARMS meeting.

Sep. '93 Glider Training changed from every Sunday to every 2nd Sunday commencing February
1994.
Oct. '93 Shire of Pakenham extends planning permit P6650 for Huxtable Rd. to July 29, 2003.
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Oct. 9 & 10- VIC Stae Slope ChampionshipdResults -
1. Michael Fiddes, 2. David Hobby, 3. Tim Mellor
Aerobatics  Michael Fiddes (Slope Ricochet), Pylon Tim Mellor (LB4)

Nov. 6 & 7- VARMS EXPO at Waverley Secondary College

The 8" & Last EXPO

For the occasiorthe following collage seemed appropriate,
D
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Nov. 14- F3J at Leakes Rd.Results -

Qualifiers 1. Peter White Final 1. Max Kroger
2. Rob Benton 2. Terry Pasalaqua
3. Terry Pasalaqua 3. DesBayliss
4. Max Kroger 4. Rob Benton
5. Des Bayliss 5. Peter White
6. Marcus Stent 6. Marcus Stent

47th 1993/94 Nationals at Wagga Wagga, NSW.:

Thermal 1. Scott Lennon 2. Peter Abell3. Alan Mayhew

F3B 1. Peter Abell 2. Phil Bird 3. Andrew Goddard

Review of Best of CamperdowrASP 254/Feb94

March 1994 VMAA Newsletter reports the induction of Brian Laging (Deceased) into the
M.A.A.A. Hall of Fame (One time holder of R/C Sailplane Duration World Record 1979).

Mar. '94- Institution of60" Slope Pylon Glenn Salisbury.

9th March. 1994 Martin Briggs passed awayH. S. R. site renamed
Brigg's Field, Martin elected as a Life Member of VARMS, a
instituted, a Martin Briggs Perpetual Trophy to be held March yea
first held May 94.

A Tribute To Martin Briggs by Charlie Lambeth
(Aspectivity 256- April 1994)

It is with regret that we learned of the death of Vale James Mart
Briggs after a long battle with cancer. As you are no doubt aware, he was ™=
an active member of VARMS anan exPresident. He was a model
builder from childhood and of course used his building talents to
construct the shelter at our High Street Road site.

Martin started his full sized flying with a licence in Yorkshire, England in 1947. He came to
Australia married and raised a family. After attending a talk on gliding by-kvedlvn pilot Alan
Patching in the 50's he subsequently joined the Victorian Motorless Flight Group and flew gliders
from 1960. He quickly rose to instructor and became VMFG Presidaffien the club moved to
Bacchus Marsh and started aero towing in earnest he became a tug pilot and in 1974 tugged at the
World Championships at Waikerie. He was a glider engineer, part owner of a Libelle and won his
gold C and two Diamonds.

| next cau@t up with Martin when he was building a Model D11 aeroplane and | had the job
of carrying out inspections on it. Very frustrating as you can imagine as it was a job to find
anything wrong with his work. He had seétiposed quality standards of a higlvde He went
from there to building ultrdight projects. | know that his wife Barbara, sons Peter, Paul & Keith
along with daughters Karen & Susan & his extended family will miss him as we shall. Sons Peter
& Paul carry on the gliding traditions and @ik boys apprenticed to Martin as he was to his father
and he to Martin's grandfather. Not bad continuation of trade qualification and what can we say
about his human qualities? A real top and talented bloke.

0 6 o6 0

1993 -94 Membership & 349 Members
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1994 - 95
The Committee
President Tom Wickers Secretary Chris Gauld
Treasurer Graham Gibson Editor Ross Peasley
Contest Director ~ Tim Mellor Ordinary Member Reg Neville
Ordinary Member Jim Robertson

At the Annual General Meeting,
Jim Robertsonmvas nominated as

6Cl ubman of t he

July "94- Scale Day at Leakes Rd. ASP 260 Aug '94

This was the first outing in the official VARMS year for the scalies. As Leakes Rd. is a flat field
venue the order of the days activities cantered around aéngto The weather at this time of the

year is usually pretty bleak, dull overcast days with rain being the rule not the exception.

There was good thermal lift around in the early afternoon and this lasted for around one hour or so.
Many good flights werearried out in this time span. Some of the more noteworthy flights were
Peter Averill with his Pirat, Colin Collyer, Brequet complete with towline attached, Frank Smith,
Grunau Baby. All these flights were in the vicinity of 180 minutes, and | (GebHearn) even
managed to achieve a flight of around 20 minutes with my draggy Grunau 1.

The following is a list of flyers and their models that were present on the day:

Peter & Claire Averill Schweizer 23, Pirat and Little Bear (their J3 tug),
Colin Cdlyer Ask-18, Brequet, Stampe & Chipmunk tow aircraft
Colin Handley Schweizer 126, Clipped wing Cub tug,

Dean Mangan Schweizer 126, DG-600,

Dave Anderson K6E, ASW-15,

Andy Smith Mosquito,

Frank Smith Grunau Baby,

Bruce Howard ASW-20L, Salto,

Neville Leo K6E,

Paul Cooke K6E,

Rob Goldman ASW-24, Pawnee tug,

Ross Bathie Hikari Primary, Norseman tug,

Wayne Jones Grob-103C, Orlice,

Harold Elliot Slingsby Swallow,

Geoff Hearn Grunau 1, Grunau Baby,

Brian Andrews Avia-40P,

John Gottslealk Piper Super Cub tug.

Aspectivity 264, December 1994 reflects a strong move in the direction of Hand Launched Gliders
(H. L. G. 0b6s), recently seen around the traps ar
Gerry Carter Worbitz Lindsay Henderson Zinger

Ross Peasley O.D. polyhedral Tod Watkins Vertigo

David Hobby RO8 Tim Mellor 0O.D.

Tim Whitford Flinger & Waco Alan Mayhew Worbitz

Neil McLeod Varicois Ducks Marcus Stent Vertigo

Geoff Pentland Mini Sunfloater

... others already flyingFlinger, Stylus & Eliminator.
48th 1994/95 Nationals at Mundijong W-Ao results for this contest.
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17 Jul '94 Inaugural 60" Slope PylahKilcunda. (See Contestlor Result
21 Aug '94- 2nd 60" Slope Pylon contest ,Mt. Hollowbatkee Contests fdResult3

17 - 20 November Australia hosts the Sanyo Electric World Championships at Wangaratta and the
events flown were: F5A (Aerobatics), F5B (Distance/Duration), F5D (Pylon), Big Glider (Min.
3.75m wingspan), 7 Cell Glider. The Australian team consisted of Ray Pike, David, HRyizy
Green, Scott Lennon & Bob Hickman

A Tribute to Stan Mason by Ralph Learmont
Oct '94- ASP 262 relates passing of Stan Mason
with tributes from John Rawnsley (Past Mast
Canterbury Lodge). & Ralph Learmo
(VARMS).

On behalf of Stan's marfyiends from the
modelling fraternity...

"We'll miss you Stan."™ ...So many fon
memories flash through our minds, it's hard
single out any one facet of a very special a
unigue person, a man who was a privilege
know.

From your cheery laugh, to yowry sense of humour, you probably typified what most of
us would believe to be the ideal clubman. A profile of your many achievements would fill a book,
to count your close friends would add more chapters, to amass all your special, handcrafted models,
would fill the Expo display.

So where do we begin?Glenfern Rd," would (of all the many slopes you've flown at),
probably be the place where most of us have the most vivid memories. Yooufatiair, and
thermos flask. your boisterou$lELLO'S ," arnd of course your models' colour schemes ...bright
yellow and red;highlighted with thin black stripes.

Then the nightime VARMS meetings, and plenty of good yarns. Without disrespect to
your many friends (whose names just can't fit here), it has twltdethat your regular flying
mate/travelling companion, and visitor to the workskhHepy Murrel (a very quiet person), was the
one whom you probably traded most of your neighBiteermodelling favours, (as we all tend to do
in our hobby).

Stan became member of VARMS (No. 36) back in 1969, about one year after it started,
but well before that time, he'd been actively flying gliders along with others (Des Leahy, Morrie
Murphy and others), whom he had met at sites such as "Kangaroo Ground" as welfers Rlén

In fact, Stan was probably one of the first to have trodden the grass at Glenfern Rd., a
considerable time before VARMS came to be. It was that close knowledge of the place, and Stan's
rapport with the property owners, along with his quick wigtns, that got us through many of the
historical loss/regain episodes of our popular gliding site!

On a personal note, | had come to know Stan as a true and willing supporter whenever | was
in need. Back in those early days, He'd visit us regularly@aBarwood house, after a day's work
at the "Gas & Fuel.*All we'd do is talk "models" and then "family," ...along with my wife "Bev,"
and of course with that cup of coffee and biscuits. On many occasions, Frank Smith waeurd join
quietly, and he and &b would continue yarning for hours!)...I'd get back to work).

On the flying side, Stan loved it, ...but not competitively. All the same, If ever | needed
help, whether in flying or in running events, Stan would be there to help!

The story | have cleanemories of, was in the early, annual "Cr@gmuntry" weekends at
Warrnambool. It was done differently theimstead of the long singlaunch flights we do now,
the task in those days, was simply to get to the "barbkejdé ...at the other end (ndgrd0 km
away), But one could relaunch as many times as necessary along the way! The scores were based
only on'time taken.' For most, the plan was to hand tow off the side of the road.
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Wedd arrived at "Tower Hi | | " o & strang aartherdyt 9.
toward the destination. Sitting in the back of Martin Williams car (a Celica), progress against the
wind was difficult. After several frustrating handtows, snarled lines and cut fingers, Bev was out of
action, so she drove and Martdid (or tried to do) the tows. By this time Mike O'Reilly was
catching up, and things looked grim! Luckily, Stan and Dawn were following in their own car.
Stan jumped out, lifted the boot and positioned my winchirfall flash; and the helpers were
swapped)! From then on Stan did the launches (all of them along the road, regardless of crosswinds
and powerlines), and only snagged the chute once.

The "Sunbird" finally grazed iaround the cars at the barbeque. We'd taken 2 hours 47
mins and 21 launches. Simon Morris took 3 minutes more, but in 13 launches. A hot dispute
ensued with dawn arfimon slugging it out. Stan stayed diplomatically "out of it."

Those memorable times, theARMS camaraderie, the times with Stan and Dawn, Ojars,
Cliff Fiddes, the Murphies....

Before I'd met Stan, he'd been heavily involved with "slot cars.” He'd explained to me the
many intricate procedures involved with their construction, and in thaStna,developed strong
friendships with most of the devotees of the car world, who would regularly gather at his Ashburton
home. -As well as gliders, Stan had become actively involved with model boats and R/C sailing.
It's not hard to imagine him lettirigse hid building prowess there! Particularly with Des Leahy,
Stan pursued yachting to the fullest, until later returning to aeromodelling.

Stan and Dawn enjoyed expeditions and dining out, building long social friendships with the
Murphies, the Gottschak 6 s, t he Col |l yerds, the Gol dmanos,
and so on.

In more recent times, Stan and Bill Eunson developed strong ties, exchanging deeds of
goodwill. Recently, along with members like Jim Robertson, Martin Briggs, Ndiebtt, Paul
Cook and Peter Cossins, Stan was active for many years promoting the annual VARMS Expo.

Stan shared a special interest in "Flying ggifi along with his friends, Colin Collyer and
Des Leahy. The picture above shows Stan with his 1/4 scalee#?it (a homebuilt design of "Jim
Marske"). In finishing this masterpiece, Stan became a regular visitor and good friend of John
Lynch from Tocumwal (who has a full scale Pioneer). Stan finished that immaculate model, and it's
still in pristine conditio!

Stan, ...We'll miss your cheery laugh at Glenfern Road...

Ralph Learmont.

RCGA

daame Cunt e fabares diioa bk s

The R. C. G. A.

1 December 1994: The Radio Control Gliding Association (R.C.G.A.) is created with the

following Statement of Purposes:

(1) To coordinate, foster, rad promote the flying of Radio control gliders both for
Recreation and Sporting contests.

(2) To liaise with State and National bodies in matters relating to R/C gliding.

3) To coordinate rules affecting gliding activity.

4) Promote and oversee a flighroficiency program for all categories of gliding activity.

The following persons were elected to the Executive Steering Committee:

President Max Kroger Secretary Max Haysom
Treasurer Graham Johnson  Newsletter Ed. Peter White
Thermal Glider Alan Mayhew Slope Soaring Shane Anderson

Scale Soaring David Anderson
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(Whilst this group was created with very good intentions in mind, it rapidly developed into a group
that only ceordinated Gliding competitions in the Melbourne and surrounding areasissrnade

up of only competition flyers. In respect to its Statement of Purposes, it achieved the Contest side of
(1), Some of (2) & (3) and never attempted any of (4). It is also a group that is responsible for the
continuation of the 'Dropped round anolyiathat has plagued all Open style competitions since
1993.)

Rules of the Radio Gliding Control Association Incorporated (August 2013)

Model Rules for an Incorporated Association
PART 16 PRELIMINARY
1 Name

The name of the incorporated associatiorifadio Control Gliding Association Incorporated”.

Note

Under section 23 of the Act, the name of the association and its registration number must appear on all its business
documents.

2 Purposes
The purposes of the association are
To ceordinate, fosterand promote the flying of radio control gliders for recreation and sporting
purposes.
To liaise with State and National bodies in matters relating to radio control gliding.
To ceordinate rules affecting gliding activity.
To promote and oversee a flightgdiciency program for all categories of gliding activity.
Note: With a new statement of Rules as required by law, very little has changed with respect to its
purposes to being in existence; in Item 1 it stilocdinates competitions for Thermal gliddrst
fostering and promoting are negxistent probably has some input with Item 2 & 3 in relation to
Thermalcompetitionactivitiesin the stateand still has never had anything to do with Item 4!!
Fortunately the O0Dropped ceFehruarg 20Ruhdsegemdit@a s b
have created a more honest contest.

The following item is O6borrowedé from the LSF
exampl e ofdeascirtiypptiicoanl cof Australiads premier C
JERILDERIE 1995 by Gerry Carter

JERILDERIE

What does it mean? Whatoés the magic that attr

what can be such awful conditions? | hope that this will tell you.

Jerilderie itself is a little town just over the border into NSW. For miles and miles around the

town the countryside is completely flat. To get there from Melbourne you go through

Shepparton to Tocumwal and after an easy trip of about five hours by &@m Melbourne,

there you are! |l tds |l ess time i f you dondt t
a lot of assistance and support to the competition.

The competition is held in the middle of the local horse racing course which is a vargé

grass covered flat field with no trees (i.e. no shelter) and is about two minutes drive from the
centre of town. Accommodation is available at the models and the caravan park which offers
cabins, on site vans and camping sites.

Pri zes awhantdstall aboaita Holwegver, there was a JR Max 44 Computer Radio and a
Chain saw (for the rough modeller) as major prizes. Peter Abell won the chain saw! Carl
Strautins won the juniors prize of the Radio. There were many other prizes and trophies.
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WHAT HAPPENS

Teams of fliers, who are all members of LSF (more about that in a minute) compete for

individual and Team trophies. There are normally six in a team i.e. you plus five of your best
friends. Peopl e who ar r i v deawdreputliintg one.nNbbodyma n a g
is left out. Each flier is allowed up to three gliders. This year there were about 60 entrants and

they came from S.A. Vic., N.S.W. and the A.C.T.

LSF stands for o0Leagu eprofitfinf&ifreeexcept fdr the cgdh df 6 . It
postage and $10 if you want to get the newsletter) International organisation which has a

graded program of gliding proficiency Level awards. These go from Level 1 (easy) to Level 5

(very difficult). To be a member you have bmve completed Level 1 which comprises a five

minute thermal duration flight, a 15 minute slope flight (or a second thermal flight on a

different day) and three precision spot landings within three metres. To get a form, write to the
appropriate LSF cordact at the time enclosing a stamped sefiddressed envelope.

Despite the fact that each person does relatively little actual flying over the weekend, perhaps

15 flights if the weather is kind, there is never a dull moment. The team members are busy

piloting, retrieving winch lines, towing, fixing broken lines, launching, timing, calling (i.e.
observing the other gliders and pilots to see
making running repairs, getting food etc.

In each heat you compet@against a different group each time of up to about eight other fliers.
You have a slot of eleven minutes in which to complete a flight of eight minutes and to land
within one metre of a designated spot on the ground (one spot per team). You get one {pi@in
each second of flight time up to eight minutes, i.e. a maximum of 480 points. If the flight time
goes over eight minutes then you lose one point (off the 480) for every second that your flight
time is too long. Also, you get a landing bonus of 1@@ints for landing within one metre of

the spot. For every additional metre away from the spot you lose five points. Beyond 15
metres there is no landing bonus. Beyond 100 metres you score zero. Fly past 11 minutes
and you also score zero.

BEFORE JERDERIE

Once our team of Alan Mayhew, Scott Lennon (from ACT), Tim Mellor, Alan Gissing, and Gerry
Carter was formed, the planning and practice stage commenced. You see, Jerilderie starts
mont hs before Queends Birthday (8ampepkaeticed . We s
sessions to try out flying in still conditions. Equipment was sorted out. Winches, winch lines,

hand tow lines, turnaround pulleys, timing clocks etc. Launching on winch and hand tow lines

was practised as was thermal seeking and precisidandings. Jerilderie became the whole

focus of our gliding activity. We had a common purpose i.e. to improve our flying skills out of

sight.

Anyone wanting to join in was welcome. Several members of the Doncaster club came over
and practised with us. Graham Johnston and his team got involved. We had more people at
some practice sessions than we usually see at competitions.

It was also time for reviewing the suitability of models for the task. | built a Stepp 3 to fill a gap
inmy fleet, theveryat i t hesi s of my EIlIlipse. As it turn
use it. Tim Mellor bought a Multiplex Flamingo.

FRIDAY JUNE 9

Well, the preparation had to end sometime and the reason for all of the activity had arrived.

The weather forecaswas terrible. So 60 fliers headed for Jerilderie. | started driving in rain

and it really didnot stop until somewhere nor
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been very heavy showers with minor flooding everywhere.

Arrived at the caravan pek at about 3:30pm and by 4:00pm was out at the field where most
people were packing up after a good days practice. It was about then that the rain started and
gloom set in. Given the weather forecast, was any flying going to be done at all? So all éead
back to the warmth of the Colony Inn for a drink, a chat and eventually a meal. And this is the
other side of Jerilderie. This is where the socialising gets done, the post mortems, the
theorising etc., and where new friendships are started.

Off to bed and pray for better weather next morning.

SATURDAY JUNE 10

Morning..........

It rained all night and there was no sign of a let up at all at first light. Cloud and rain from
horizon to horizon. When | got to the field | found everyone gathered in biwese saddling

shelter while waiting for something to happen. Then we all moved into the hall at the race
track and waited some more. There were some breaks in the rain and wind strength was high.
To fill in time we then went through registration, hawntransmitters checked for currency of
certification and cards check for memberships of the FAI. Fortunately, by this time the Lions
Club caravan had arrived and was putting out breakfast, tea and coffee etc.

| took a break to go and get some supplies igad etc) for the rest of the weekend. The bakery
has good bread but sells out early. Everything shuts in Jerilderie after 12 noon on Saturday
except for the pubs and the milk bar. Be warned!

To fill in more time. the LSF Annual Meeting was held. Othese this would have been held on
Sunday night. The main decision was to move the tournament to Easter for next year only. The
reason is that at that time there will be a Soaring Symposium held, involving a flier with an
international reputation (probaby Nic Wright) and extra time at Easter will allow people from
further afield to attend, to listen, see and to learnlt is not to be missed A similar symposium

was held in New Zealand a few years ago where Joe Wurts was the star attraction. This ks th
effect of moving them instantly forward to where they might otherwise have been in 5 years, or
maybe never. The preliminary plans for flying over the Easter are for two days of Thermal and
two days of F3B. Scale and-2ountry will probably be accommodad and two fields are

available.

Another decision was to allow aspirants (i.e. people who had started their LSF Level | but who
hadndét completed it), to enter the LSF Tourna

Afternoon..........

Let the flying begin!

During the LSF meeting theainfall had gradually diminished to nothing and stayed away
(during the day) for the rest of the weekend, but the wind was still very strong. So out to the
field we went. Much of the field was an inch (2.54cm approx.) under water but the pit area was
relatively OK. Gum boots were the order of the day and out came the tarps, models and
winches etc.

Launching was a test of either not breaking your model if the winch line was the stronger, or
not breaking the winch line if the reverse was true. There wegaite a few broken winch lines
through the weekend, and also broken models. Andrew Goddard ( the Competition Director)
lost his model through mistakenly flying on the wrong frequency, something he had warned
everyone about!
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Flying continued until aboub.00pm so it was pack up, go to town, clean up and off to the

Town Hall for the organised dinner. This was put on by the Lions club and for $12.50 you got a

three course meals plus tea or coffee. Good value. Afterwards there was indoor flying of

hangerr at s, Scot Lennonds rubber powered helicop
helicopter.

Some people moved on to the pub after this.

SUNDAY JUNE 11
There was rain overnight but this had cleared by morning. Starting time was 8:30am for the
first heat and | was in it. Unusually for me, | was on time!

This was a very full day of flying. No break for lunch. You had to get it when you could which
wasndot too difficult since the Lions c¢club car
line.

We setup in a slightly different position to Saturday and unfortunately for me (and some
others) my turnaround pulley had to be pegged down in a puddle about an inch (2.54cm
approx.) deep. | missed the peg with the hammer once and hit the water with the irevié
result. The strange thing was that the ground under this puddle was like iron. Really hard to
get the pegs into it, and even harder to get them out!

| had a few interesting things happen to me on this day.

Before the first heat | tried a fultblooded launch to see if my 200Ib winch line could take it

without breaking. It broke about 150ft into the launch so | immediately set about changing to
2501 b I ine. I managed to break this on the f
f I o o heée conditiorts was not the way to go. Some finesse was required.

Later in the day | had my first experience of a winch line breaking with the sound of a loud

pistol shot. Apparently this happens when there is extreme tension and the break occurs at

the turnaround where the line whips around it very quickly. Tim, who was at the turnaround

end said that it was deafening.

| had two spectacularly good launches and on both occasions | completely lost sight of the

model after the ping. The firsttimethatths happened | wasndt expect
worried until the model came into view again.
thered somewhere so | pushed down el evator at

it was. But | do feéa little cheated. | would have liked to have seen the whole thing myself

rather than just hearing about it later.

Anot her happening was where the EIIlipse had a
became jammed between the left flap and akon. From there it cut sideways into the aileron

for about three quarters of an inch and then ripped the corner of the aileron off, releasing the
model . While | wasnodét too happy about this,
went on to winthe heat!

The day progressed with good flights, bad flights, broken winch lines, broken models, good

landings, poor landings, spectacular launches, interesting launches, people falling over in the

mud to retrieve my model (thanks Tim). Ononeflight TMe | | or 6 s OFIl ami ngod v
crashed and broke into many, many pieces. The end of a very nice model, and the second

Flamingo to be lost (Dave Jones lost his when it broke up on launch. The Competition Director

was using a new computer progranotdo the scoring and this was great because it could print

out a leader board immediately after every round. You could see exactly how well or badly you
were going and who you wereno0t beating, yet!

It was a very tired group of fliers that left the fielchat afternoon and once again retired to the

Colony Inn for dinner and some very lively socialising into the night.
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MONDAY JUNE 12

These were the conditions we were waiting for. Floater weather. Or were they? Tim set up his

big floater and Alan Mayhewaid out the hand tow line before the first heat (scheduled for

8:30am). Well, everything went fine for the first 100 ft of the launch and then..... well, the

notorious Jerilderie wind shear just ripped the model apart. Anybody who had been thinking

about using a floater had been put on notice! Only one that | saw of any size and used on that
day was a Stepp 3 with carbon reinforced spar

The final two heats were flown and the team had mixed fortunes. | managed to fintharmal

(with the help from a bird) and work it and win my final heat, so | went out on a high. Al

Mayhew did the same. Alan Gissing destroyed his Eclipse on launch (apparently an aileron

control horn ripped out of the control surface on a very high taps launch, flipping the model
around uncontrollably into the ground). Tim
because of this models lack of sufficient control authority for landing. Scott continued to fly
steadily and consistently, atie had done all weekend. Probably won his heat.

CONCLUSION

Jerilderie is a bit of winter madness which is a lot of fun, despite the sometimes atrocious

conditions. The weather was fine last year. Not such good weather this year. Next year at
Easter.. . wel |l , who knows? I 61 | be there. I hor
the apparent carnage in this report. There were many more undamaged models than damaged

ones. Some people did not to fly in the conditions. You can do the samiefls an experi e
not to be missed and itds all about having fu
every way. The tournament is very well organised, everybody gets a fair go, we all learn a lot

about flying and about ourselves and in a veryaksense, we all come away winners. Thanks

to the LSF Executive for yet another great tournament. The effort that you all put in is

appreciated

Aspectivity 187 - Nov 87

“How many points for that?”
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Aspectivity 266 - Mar 95

L~

‘Rihl Boys. Here's the ol
l/\)\ncn wé fihE} Slnk .) CErC(e."

1994 -95 Membership 06231 Members
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1995 - 96
The Committee
President Tom Wickers Secretary Chris Gauld
Treasurer Graham Gibson Editor Ross Peasley
Contest Director ~ Gerry Carter Ordinary Member Reg Neville
Ordinary Member  Jim Robertson
A.G.M.i

Maurice "Morrie" Watts, voted Clubman of the year.

i A newly created awardfi Gent | emanaos
in memory of Stan Mason.

A true gentleman and friend,
VARMS 40, member 1968 1994.

awarded taColin Collyer.

} July

L ‘g ‘ ‘
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1995- Scale Day Leakes Road
Fliers and models in attendance:

Peter Averill Zefir, Schweizer 130 (tug)
Clare Averill Skylark 3
Frank Smith Grunau Baby (!/6 Scale)

Dave Anderson K6E, DG300, J3 Cub (tug)
Bruce Howard Grob 109B Moterglider
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Wayne Jones LS4

Rob Goldman Spalinger

Colin Handley Schweizer 126, Clipped Wing Cub (tug)
Harold Elliott Slingsby Swallow

Barry Dundas LCF

John Gottschalk Piper Super Cub (tug)

Geoff Hearn Grunau 1

July - F3J attains World Championship status effective 1 January 1997 and to alternd&Byith
F3J, initial inclusion at Australian Nationals at Ballarat for 1995/96.

Electric Flight Special Interest Group (EFSIG) monthly meetings move to the Uniting Church,
Essex Road, Mt. Waverley (this group currently has an active membership of approx. 50)

Brady Road (Police paddocks) under consideration as a flying/club site.

16-17 September 1995 SCALE WEEKEND AWAY - Yarrawonga

Up until now most of our preceding outings have been one day affairs, so with the promise
of good weather, flying at a newtesi plus catching up with Don and Margaret Hauser, Don is a past
VARMS President. Don and Margaret have established themselves at Yarrawonga and Don was
keen to have us up there to bask in the good country air.

Having worked on the Saturday morning, wiltle car packed the previous night, | was able
to leave straight from work and on my way through pick up Frank Smith in Burwood and some
three and a quarter hours later found ourselves at the Yarrawonga Model Aircraft Club some 5 km
east of the townshipThis field would have to be the best site | have ever seen for aeromodelling or
any other aviation activity for that matter. Perhaps the best idea | could give your as to its size is to
imagine Leakes Road, then double it!

There was a little bit of evetlying to see on our arrival, down one end of the paddock Hang
Gliders were being launched by ag¢oov, and only a few metres from the model pits, one could
browse over a full size motglider and for the technically minded it was a Sportavia RF5B
Sperberpwned by Len Tinker and based at Tocumwal. Alongside of this machine was an Ultra
light called a Koala Q, this is a Piper Cub lealike only smaller and had the unusual and not often
seen geodetic lattie@ork construction made famous on the Wellesleg ®ellington bombers of
World War 2.

At around fivethirty when everyone was packing up we were entertained by another couple
of Ultra-lights, one in particular a Sapphire giving a spirited display of its agility, the other aircraft |
believe was a Kar@ne.

Although we arrived late in the day those present reported soaring conditions had been good
all day with a number of flights around the 3/4 to 1 hour duration.

Saturday night our party travelled over into N.S.W. and we had a very pleasant meal at th
Mulwala Services Club at the invitation of Don and Margaret Hauser. Those present were John
Gottschalk and wife, Colin Handley and wife, Peter and Clare Averill, Frank Smith, myself and
Harold Elliot.

Sunday dawned with almost still conditions and @npsed increase in temperature on that
of Saturday. We arrived out at the field at about ten o'clock and proceeded to assemble our models,
aeratowing got underway shortly afterwards and continued in a relaxed manner throughout the day
until around 3.30pmvhen a light cool breeze came in from the south dissipating the lift conditions.

During the morning John Lynch from Tocumwal arrived in his home build Corbon Baby
Ace D, this aircraft is powered by a Continental engine of 65 Hp and according to Josch&ktt
is the sweetest sounding horizontally opposed aero engine he has heard. John Lynch may be known
to a number of our members, as he is an active aeromodeller with a strong leaning to the glider
variety. There have been a number of articles on betions in Airborne magazine over a number
of years.

It was John's intention to attempt a glider duration record over the weekend, however as no
official observer could be located he had to shelve plans for the time being. After finding out of
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these plas and the postponement | suggested he take charge of my 2 X 6 model and bungee and go
and enjoy himself whilst | concentrated on my scale model.

| didn't take much notice from then on until sometime later | was engaged in looking for a
dropped tow line adut half a kilometre away from our takdf point, when one of the Yarrawonga
Model Aircraft Club member's wives approached me with some concern. John had sent out a
message advising that he was concerned as to how much battery time the model haght thisou
was a little strange until | started looking for the model and when | spotted it at some 3,000 in
height and only a dot | became the second person now concerned. As the radio gear and batteries in
this model are old stock, | had previously coctéd discharge tests which revealed a safe operating
time of around 1 1/2 hours.

Having had a few short flights prior to handing over to John | now calculated that about 1
1/2 hours had been expended so far, so | walked briskly back to where John megsairilyimade
the suggestion that it might be a good idea to terminate the flight as soon as possibleaasg fly
situation seemed more than likely. John managed to get the model back OK without any drama.
We estimate the flight time in excess of onerhaeuth most of it having been achieved in the climb
configuration, John also advised that on a couple of occasions during the flight the glider entered
cloud. | suppose this flight was in part consolation for his aborted record attempt, and he thanked
mefor the opportunity to fly the model.

At this point | must mention that in addition to his aeromodelling interests he also owns a
full size Pioneer Il flying wingl{uilt as a model by a VARMS member, Stan MasoPRilatus B4
which has a Konig 3 cylinderadial engine mounted on a fixed pylon, which allows him to operate
the glider in seHaunch mode, and in more recent times John has owned a Piel Emerald homebuilt
and a DH82a Tiger Moth. After his flight with my 2 X 6 he strapped into the Baby Acefland
back to Tocumwal arriving back at the model field +afternoon in the previously mentioned RFb5.
Most of us were astonished when he exited the aircraft on arrival, as perched on his shoulder was
his grey and pink coloured galah, his companion ferléist 15 years. According to John his bird
whose name escapes me for the present, travels with him on many of his flights in enclosed cockpit
aircraft, truly unbelievable. Sundays soaring was superb with just about all fliers achieving flights
in the 34 to 1 hour bracket. Bruce Howard even has a 26 minute flight with his 1/6 scale Salto
rocket. All in all a fabulous weekend. The Yarrawonga Model Aircraft Club are to be
congratulated on their hospitality, turning on meals and refreshments to ussetghand making
us feel welcome. They indicated they would like to have us back again next year, and we will have
no hesitation accepting their offer. The time of year appears ideal, not too hot, although I did go
home sunburnt, but this was small calasion for the otherwise fantastic weekend.

And finally a thank you to Don and Margaret Hauser for their hospitality offered to all us
V.A.R.M.S. members and particularly to Frank Smith and myself,

Thanks a million,  Geoff Hearn.

The following is dist of modellers and their models:

Peter Averill Little Bear (Tug), Pirat.

Clare Averill Skylark I1IB.

Colin Handley Clipped wing Cub (Tug), Sweitzer26
Harold Elliot LS-3. Slingsby Swallow.

Bruce Howard Grob 109, Salto.

Andy Smith Discus, Ask 14Moterglider).

Don Hauser Grunau IV, Slingsby Swallow.

Doug Anderson Sportster (Old timer) flew like a glider.
Geoff Hearn Grunau Baby (1/4 scale)

October '95 This Victorian Slope Championships at Mt. Hollowback, Ballarat, was the last where
the eventvas a combination of Aerobatics and Pylon, and in future pylon events models flew ONE
at a time (F3F) because of the increased value of modern models!
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Yet another article unashamedly removed from LSF Newsletter No. 2 of 1995/96, and included
because thauthor is a welpractised and renowned Contest Director of Jerilderie and Nationals
contests fame, is female, and tells a nice story!!!

A BIRDS EYE VIEW
Sometimes | sit, sometimes | sit and think, sometimes | sit and studgoametimes | sit in a
paddod full of sheep and watch planes go round and round and round.

About the October longveekend. NEMAC and QFS @wvganised an F3B comp in Armidale. And
so off we toddle after putting Rikky dog and Tiny puss into the happy holiday home.

The field was thesame as always full of sheepy poo and sheepies, and big and flat. Civilisation
had encroached however, joy oh joy there wdeocaon the field. For those of you trying to
convince your partnen-life to come to a flying comp take my advicéaving aloo on the field is

a BI G PLUS (PS. theyoll have | oos on the fiel

Dave Morgan, the local glider nut did a fabulous job organising lunches, good weather, drinks,
Saturday dinner, cut pri ce rworketsutthdughitah@avec ar av
did all weekend was complain about the bad weather. For us from the nether regions of the Blue
Mountains the weather was great and certainly nothing to complain about and warm too (though |
think the Queenslanders might disag about the WARM bit).

Temps all weekend were about-28c, a steady little breeze and sunny enough to ensure that the
sun got in your eyes in speed and distance and that we got a little sunburnt despite the blackout.

What happenedwe | | many thingso
Q The abovementioned Dave Morgan did the bonding with theérstaw and father to be bit
with David Vels who came down from Queensland (it was sooo cute)),
Q David discovered that sometimes prawns can make you a teensy bit sick., but that Anzac
bikkiesdondét (I still have to send you the rec
Q 4 came down from Queensland (and some of them went home with a headache.....),
Q David was the only local Armidalian,
Q 4 came from the Sydney region,
Q Charlie Smith (ACT) forgot which weekenditwasd s o di dndét turn up,
Q we discovered that Armidale hamburgers and sandwiches are huge and too much for lunch,
Q and MOST notablé J ohn Har en DI DNO Ti wodld\have to Ne tihe firstR E E

comp in ages that | 6ve been to that he has

John was irffine form all weekend. You know he has the most amazing telepathic connection with
his plane. Would you believe that as the plane is going round a corner and pointing at the ground in
the strangest angle at MK 1I, and across the course he can tallartd the thing responds and
automatically corrects itself..... A phenomena we witnessed many times over the weekend.
Seriously though, without John running lines which he did almoststagmall weekend, we would

have been in serious trouble.

Oh yes, abauthe flyingi we completed 6 rounds (F3B Triple task) over 2 days. We could have
finished many more if we had more competitbriselpers were extremely light on and sometimes

we just had to stop to bring lines back, change people on the buzzers etcAlfeditdid a very fast

16 or 17 something in speed ( I donot rememb
times and results somewhere else in the newsletter), and eventually won the comp. Phil Bird came
second and Evan Bengston came thrdiEXx per t . John Haren won Spo
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still in shock at the sportsPERSON) on the certificate. (NOTE TO JOHN: when madam CD
prepares the certificates neexist language will rule...)S(b Ed note: sportsPERSON and madam
CD??? Methiis this norsexist stuff is a bit confused!)

Anyway1 we had a lovely weekend, the cat had a lovely time in happy holiday home and the dog
was happy todé he shared the geriatric ward with a girl..... Everybody got home tired, but safe and
we look forwad to next year. See you then,

Nerida (Ashby) Abell

The Scores

1. Peter Abell 15000 4. Andrew Goddard 13238 7. John Haren 12034

2. Phil Bird 13930 5. Garry Jordan 12860 8. Steve White 11413

3. Evan Bengston 13551 6. David Vels 12701 9. David Morgan 9773

Peter Abell 6s speed run was 17.28 sec and the

November 1995 Aspectivity 274 notes the issuing of VARMS membership number 1000 to Adam
Kobelt.

..... and also in the same edition of Aspectivity, a very cons@se article om little-understood

topic:

What's the difference?? by Peter Averill on the request of Geoff Hearn.

Adverse aileron yaw is a troublesome aerodynamic phenomenon that affects both full size and
model aircraft. It can be a particular problem on aircraft higih aspect ratio wings.

What is it?

Consider an aircraft being rolled to the right using aileron. On the right wing the aileron
moves upward which reduces the camber of the airfoil section of the wing over the span of the
aileron- in fact, it reflexeghe camber line. Reducing the camber reduces the lift generated by the
wing on this side of the aircraft. On the left wing the aileron moves downward which increases the
camber of the wing section over the span of the aileron. The increased cambtoedcseates
more lift on this side of the aircraft. With more lift on the left side of the aircraft and less lift on the
right side, the aircraft will roll to the right.

Unfortunately, the reduction and increase of lift is not the only effect of méengilerons.

As a byproduct of the increased lift caused by the increased camber of thegdavgnaileron,
there is also a corresponding increase in the induced drag caused by the wing section generating lift.
It follows, then, that the right wing h#esss induced drag because it is not generating as much lift.

If the ailerons are a long way out from the fuselage there is a large moment arm around the
yaw axis. In this situation, the additional induced drag from the dowowing aileron can cause a
severe yaw to the left. If the aircraft is one with high yesll coupling, that is, yawing the aircraft
to the left also causes it to roll to the left (this type of aircraft would be easily steered by rudder), the
yaw to the left can actually cancel thegaomal desired roll to the right, even to the point of causing
the aircraft to turn to the left. Aircraft with large dihedral, parasol wings and some biplanes will be
very much affected by this problem.

Adverse aileron yaw is worse at low air speeds. loat airspeeds the wing has a greater
angle of attack and therefore has a high amount of induced drag. The worst case scenario is when
the wing is close to the stall and dowaoing aileron increases the camber to a point that the wingtip
stalls prematurgl This is because higher camber airfoils stall at a smaller angle of attack and the
down-moving aileron effectively increases the angle of attack of the wing over the span of the
aileron.

Keeping our example of rolling to the right, if the left degwming aileron causes the tip on
that side to stall, not only won't you get the desired right roll, but you will get a sudden flick roll to
the left accompanied by the nose of the aircraft dropping dramatically. | have witnessed this
situation many times ovene years and generally radio gear failure is blamed for the outcome. The
pilot is certain that they initiated a right hand turn and a rapid left one into the ground has occurred
instead- must be the radio!!
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What to do?

There are two methods to overceime problem of adverse aileron yaw. The actual hinging
method of the aileron itself can influence and significantly reduce the problem. Two methods | am
familiar with are as follows; 1. Top Hinging, and, 2. Frise Ailerons (Bottom hinging).

Another méhod of overcoming adverse aileron yaw is the use of differential aileron. This
involves gearing the linkages to the aileron in such a way that the movement of thgadogn
aileron is less than the «gwing aileron. This method is popular in full saecraft and a number of
aircraft that | have modelled over the years have employed its use. The Tiger Moth has noticeable
differential aileron and the Pirat workshop manual recommends the following aileron throws: 30°
+ 2°up and 16° = 1° down. Thenount of difference in movement can be quite pronounced to
the point that a Taylor Monoplane that | built had virtually no downward movement on the ailerons
at all.

In installations that use separate servos for each aileron, differential can obweusly
obtained using computer radio to reduce the travel in the downward direction. Another method is to
adjust the servo to aileron linkages in such a way that the differential is mechanically built in. This
has the advantage of being able to be usedngtesservo aileron installations.

The theory of obtaining differential is the same whether it be applied at the servo,
intervening bell crank, control surface itself or torque rod drives. In all cases it is a matter of not
connecting the clevis at the maeal 90° to the pivot point. If this is done at the servo, the linear
movement created from the rotational movement of the servo is greater in one direction than the
other. This can also be achieved at an intervening bell crank but will require aab&llotrless
than 90°.

If the application is to be at the control surface horn or torque rod drive, the equal linear
movement of the push rod is converted to unequal angular movement of the control surface, that is,
more up than down.

Using mechanical likages there is a limit to the amount of effective differential that can be
obtained and a ratio of 2 : 1 is a good aim point. On computer radios 100% differential (all up and
no down movement) can be obtained and it is easy to experiment with differeumtarand then
test fly to monitor the difference in flight characteristics.

49th 1995/96 Nationals at Ballarat Vic.:

F3J Thermal 1. Alan Mayhew 2. Rob Benton 3. Rod Watkins

F3B Multi task 1. Phil Bird 2. Scott Lennon 3. Tim Mellor

Thermal Task A 1. Rob Benton 2. Tim Mellor 3. Scott Lennon

7 Cell Elect. 1. Scott Lennon 2. D Whitten 3. Bob Hickman

F3F Slope Pylon Cancelled due to NO wind, a LARGE Wedgie and a very potent

incoming electrical storm on the top of Mt. Hollowback.

Aspectivity 226 - Jul 81
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Airborne 1400f February 1996 in the 'On Silent Wings' column by Paul Ferguson contains an
evergreen topic on what is or ain't a glider.
LETTERS

The first letter this month is from Bill Tinker in South West Rocks, NSW. For those of
you who are unaware, Bill was theriginal columnist for On Silent Wings from No. 16 Spring
1976, to No 59, SeptOct 1983. Bill, while offering encouragement, takes me to task on my
definition of a glider in my second column, | defined a glider as "a motorless aeroplane for
gliding from ahigher level to a lower level by the action of gravity or from a lower level to a
higher level by the action of air currents (source Macquarie Concise Dictionary)."

| concluded that a glider, in modelling terms, could be:

a. A purpose built RC Thermal Scex,

b. A purpose built Slope Soarer,

c. A purpose built RC Hand Launched Glider,

d. A purpose build FF Towline Glider,

e. A purpose built FF Hand Launched Glider (outdoor or indoor),
f. A motor (IC or electric) powered RC model in the glide,

g. A motor(IC, electric or rubber) powered FF model in the glide,
h. A Cl model in the glide,

i. A model parachute.

Bill says that he would like to continue on the long battle of words that he was having
with the then Electric columnist, Jack Black. Jack has sinpassed away (that's one way to
terminate an argument), but | seem to have rgnited an interesting subject. Bill and Jack
were discussing if there can be such a thing as an electric glider (item f in my list).

Bill's letter is very long, so | cannot paish all of it, but | will include the important
couple of paragraphs.

"Having provided the Macquarie definition of a glider, you then proceed to list aircraft
types which DO NOT FIT THAT DEFINITION! There is common confusion between a MOTOR and
POWER oENERGY. Fuzzy logic may be very well within computer language, but I'm fighting for
my mother tongue, which is being fuzzed out of existene@obody, even journalists, seem to
know the difference between LESS and FEW or NUMBER and AMOUNT, and so on, ad
nauseam. Language needs to be clear, concise and accurate if correct communication is to be
achieved. What you have tried to infer (aided and abetted by the Editor) is that anything that
flies can, at some stage, be classified as a glider. Incidentatlyat includes a brick launched
from the top floor low side of the Tower of Pisal!

"Jack got very irate when | insisted that a model with a motor can in no way be
described as a glider- but it's true. The definition includes the word MOTORLESS; that is
WITHOUT A MOTOR. Any dictionary defines a MOTOR as 'that which receives and modifies
energy in order to drive machinery". So anything airworthy that carries an energy converter of
some kind cannot be a glider. Therefore items f, g. and h on your list arg!"

That's the relevant part of Bill's letter. Now let's turn to the letter from Ross Faggotter of
Laura in SA. Ross says: "At this point | must take you to task over your definition of "What is a
Glider?" Firstly you extracted from the Macquariediionary "A glider is a motorless aeroplane
...." My dictionary says "A glider is an aircraft similar to an aeroplane, but without a motor".

"Note the 'motorless' and 'without a motor' bits. Therefore, the moment you add a
motor, IC or Electric, your phe is not motorless, so it is not a glider. No matter who calls a 7
cell or a 10 cell model, or even a 27 cell F3B model, an electric glider, by dictionary definition,
they are all wrong. Your bit about ".... in the gliding phase, becomes a glider!" riyWé It still
has a motor, running or not. Would you still claim that a8® Sabre or a SAAB Viggin, with a
flame out, is suddenly a glider?

| think not!!! Your first 5 examples are correct, but from f on, NO WAY!!"

Now, | must approach Bill's and &5s's comments with an open mind. However | think
that the problem is that the English language has such a loose syntax that it is almost
impossible to pin down a true definition of anything. Just look at any legal document. If the
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lawyers find it so had to cover all their bases, what hope have we?

| must return to the most convincing argument that | know of to support my point of
view. Next time you get tired of flying your F3A RC aerobatics rocket off a runway, take off the
propeller, go down to youlocal slope in a brisk 25 knot breeze and throw it off. After enjoying
a long quiet flying session for absolutely no outlay, think about whether you were flying a power
model or a glider. Is the expensive lump of ballast mounted up the front a motorjost a
means of keeping the centre of gravity in the correct position?

| argue that you are flying a glider, and are in no different a position than if the model
had run out of fuel (thank God, silence). The only difference is that, in the latter cass) ave
a stationary propeller that slightly destroys the L/D ratio. Just as an afterthought, don't forget
to lower the retracts before you land on the slope.

Editor's Note. Who remembers the Gibli glider, the 767 that ran out of fuel on a scheduled
RPT flight a couple of years ago? For those who cherish our language, it appears that our
inventiveness has let us down. When we invented a solid state electronic valve we call it a
transistor. Having combined to make a hybrid machine, we should accepytitid term, motor
glider. The FAI does!
"Reprinted by the kind permission of Airborne Magazine".

April 1996 - Nic Wright (Past World Champion F3B) visits VARMS as part of a visit to Australia
giving lectures on Glider design, model Construction anddlyechniques.

Aspectivity 280, June 1996 reports the possible use of Lewellan Reserve (Cathies lane) as an
alternative flying site. The current High Street Road site and Lewellan Reserve are too close to
operate at the same time without specific fregyeaailocation to each sije

.. From Aspectivity 279, May 19¢
BACK TO BEVERIDGE
31st March 1996.

Back in 1995 Col Collyer suggested it might be a good idea to hold a vintage scale outing at
Mt. Frazer, Beveridge, some 45 Km north of Melbourne on theddhighway.

As Barry and Ted DeKuyper, VARMS members, are regular fliers at this site they were
aware of the historical significance this site held as it was the home of the Gliding club of Victoria
for some fifteen years from about 1935, with regulapsland thermal soaring being conducted.
(Thiswas 1 : 1 aircrajt
It was agreed that it would be a good idea to invite as many of the glider pilots of that era to return
to Beveridge and in some small way, relive their experiences, and witness sonmsoalopug from
models representing the types that they flew from the site during that period.

At this stage | must thank Charlie Lambeth, VARMS member and Life Member of the
GCV, who spread the word far and wide and who is still in contact with many qiltte who
flew sailplanes from this site.

The plan was for everyone to meet at the Beveridge Post Office/Pub around 11 am and we
would take things from there. Our arrival around 10.30 surprised us somewhat as many pilots had
already gathered and were dee conversation, talking of old times andim&roducing themselves.

By el even o6clock a substantial number of peo
the Pub, to have a bite to eat and view a video covering film footage taken durng tGCV 6 s
activities from the site during the thirties and forties. This gave us modellers time to assemble our
machines at the base of the western slope and start the leg breaking climb to the launch point at the
top of the hill. | y 6ime rgd aadf ttehmm,t iwte dwmet s Ifo
especially carrying all your gear together with a large model.

On our arrival at the top we were able to regain our breath and sat around talking for
someti me as there was atype of enodelsiveeintendedriadfly. tThe windi s t a
was from the soutlwest at around two knots.

By around one o6clock many of the glider p
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a 4 wheel drive vehicle which had been made available by the poegeert of the site. It was also
interesting to note that many had decided not to take advantage of the vehicle ride but actually
walked up the western slope, which is the steepest side; this in itself was a historical act as many of
the climbers were irheir seventies.

The opportunity was taken to film the assembled veterans and discuss various aspects of
Sailplane operations from Beveridge so many years ago. As the afternoon wore on those fliers with
models were able to manage some respectable sdaghty, which made the walk up the hill

worthwhile.

The following is a précis of the fliers who attended:

lan Kinross
Mervin Davies
Mal Alexander

Ernie Smith
Geoff Richardson

Alan Patching

Leo Dowling

Ken Davies

Reg McConnell

Dick Duckworth

lan Robertson

Dave Darbyshire

early GCV member, 2nd World War fighter pilot and builder of a Dragonfly.

early Coode Island and Beveridge pilot ancbaeydeller.

early GCV member and instructor and more recently a prize winner in the
Birdman rally.

early glider pilot and member of the Smith family who owned the property

the club operated from. Current RC glider builthgef from Echuca.

& wife Bettye, designer/builder of a primary glider and the Golden Sailplane
which flew at Beveridge.

long standing VMFG member, glider pilot/instructor and present owner of

the Golden Eagle. (Thed#st registered flying sailplane in Aust.). First flew

in 1937. Colin Collyer has a flying model of the Golden Eagle).

early GCV member who flew at Beveridge and past owner/builder of Blue
Grunau Baby sailplane on which the Geoff Hegnarter scale model is

based.

founding member of GCV in 1929. Prolific builder of gliders, namely

Primary, Hutter H17, Olympia and in later years a Woodstock, and also had
the distinction of wrecké6atBeveridue GCV
and flew continuously at the site until the end of the war. Held the new
Australian altitude & Victorian distance records, from a shock cord launch at
Beveridge attaining an altitude of 3
Nt h. Essendon in 1938 in the AGrey G
GCV member and pil ot since the | ater
Beveridge, instructor, old modeller and survivor of a terrifying flight in a
Grunau baby in the 1 @$HsOckes upantoabBendeal | a
storm and on his return to the airfield his face was covered in blood from hall
stones which peppered his face.

Film maker extraordinaire, glider builder, instructor, winch designer and

builder, startedhe Australian Gliding Association, producer of a co

ordinated newsletter for the Glider movement during the 806 s , bef o
the establishment of the GFA. Many gliders were built and repaired at
Dickbs place at SedSeoetarydandrAiditogatt he e a
different times for the GCV.

early GCV pilot who flew at Beveridge, Lancaster crew member during

WW?2 who was shot down over Germany and became a prisoner of war.

GCV President for approx 8 yeaflew regularly with GCV. Builder co
ordinator of the clubdés T31 project.
Primary Glider, Pitts Special and Skybolt Biplane homebuilds.

Keith (Brolly) Chamberlain holder of an Australian altitude recbby flying up the side of a

Jack Hearn

thunderstorm in a Grunau Baby at Benalla.

flew often at Beveridge in club machines, one of the three Hearn brothers
who flew with GCV. Later commanded a squadron of Boomerang fighters in
the Solomon Islads.

Bruce Hearn (Jnr) son of the late Keith Hearn who was an instructor with the GCV and flew at
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Beveridge and who helped finance and
(Merlin).Bruce is an active GCV Glider Pilot and presently owns and flies a
DH-82 Tiger Moth which he has restored.

Graham Barton brother of Jim Barton, the longest serving President of the GCV, himself a
glider pilot of many years experience and GCV Treasurer for many years.

Ted DeKuyper early GCV member who did some initial training on Primary Gliders and in
the Merlin Sailplane, cordinator of the days activities.

Jim Fullarton long standing aeromodeller, early glider builder/pilot with VMFG, still active

in aeromodelling.

Vern Rosenfealt current GCV instructor/tug pilot and sailplane owner, longstanding GCV
member who instructed the author in his early stages of training.

Charlie Lambeth ~ VARMS member, first joined the GCV in December 1938, held the
Australian single seaturation record set at Beveridge on 20/11/43 at 9 hours
51 minutes in the AGrey Grunauo, al s
Merlin at Beveridge at 1 hour 5 minutes. Life Member of the GCV and still
active in Gliders at the age of 75.

Fromfeedback received from those who attended the day, it was a resounding success and it
is hoped that in the near future, we can again organised a similar get together,
Gliding forever,
Geoff Hearn.

Group photo of glider
pilots assembled on top
of Mt. Frazer, Beveridge.
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1996 - 97
The Committee
President Tom Wickers Secretary
Treasurer Tim Morland Editor
Contest Director ~ Gerry Carter Ordinary Member
Publicity Jim Robertson Fund raising/

Site Liaison

Graham Johnson
Tim Wilkin
Graham Gibson

Grahaiartridge

The Stan Mason Memoria

fiGentl|l emano6s fi Cl

presented to Tim Mellor.

| VARMS Tralnlng Preludes

ubman of

14 Sept 1996 Indoor Competltm Monash Umversﬂy
Chuck Glider Harry Sokol 15 secs
Rubber Graeme Floo®3, 46 & 47 secs  One Model
R/C Electric Neil Hardiman Facetmobile Best Flight
Most Unusual Arthur Smith Ornithopter

15 Sept.1996 P.S.S. Fun Fly at Mt Hollowback:

Scale RubberAdolf Haas 1 min 55 secs

Reg Neville 17 secs
Jim Fullerton 12 mins

17 pilots attended with a total of 28 modeResults (by vote of all participants):

(See Contest for full results)
PROPELLER Aircraft
Max McCullough Douglas G47

Supemarine Spitfire
Messerschmitt M&.09
Consolidated PB¥5 Catalina
Supermarine Spitfire
Mitsubishi AM-6 Zero

North American F51D Mustang
Messerschmitt M&.09 B4

North American F51D Mustang

Stephen Anderson

Glen Salisbury

JET Aircraft
Max McCullough Republic A10 Thunderbolt I
Rob Lewis Vought A-7 Corsair Il

Glenn Salisbury GAF Canberra

1st

2nd

3rd

1st
=2nd
=2nd

t

Graham Gibson was selected as

he

Year (
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HI-TECH GLIDER TROPHY- BRIGGS FIELD- 13 OCTOBER 1996
One of the best attended events of recent years, laofa2q people flew, 18 competing for the Hi
Tech Trophy (Sponsored by Model Engines) with 2 channel models and 9 in the (Open) third leg of
the Thermal League. Results:

VMAA Update (Newsletter) of December 1996 contained the following item on Keyboards:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE KEYBOARD

The keyboard system concept was the brain child of Bob Young of Silvertone Electronics
around 1970. At that time we were operating on 27 Me§.spots, 40 KHz apart. With the
advancement in R/C technology we soon had Bi2 Kquipment, this was a giant leap forward for
R/c systems since it meant the 6 channel limitation on 27 Meg. went to 12. At that time frequency
control was by the use of coloured pegs (clothes pegs) clipped to your T/X antennae. The rule of
the field wa "no peg no fly". But fliers used to bring along "spare pegs" and the inevitable would
and did happen, two "spare pegs" in use at the same time equalled disaster.

As well as its other limitations, the peg system could not manage the then new requirement
for simultaneous operation of 40KHz and 27KHz systems at the 20 KHz spacing. Bob Young at
great personal effort and expense, developed the concept of the keyboard system. This overcame
all the shortcomings of the peg system. His next and what turrietb die a greater task was
gaining the modelling fraternity's acceptance of the keyboard concept.

With the MAAA's standardisation of the keyboard in 1982, we now do not have a problem
with the implementation of the new frequency allocations.

In handlingbandwidth control, the keyboard utilises the width of the frequency key as a
measure of the R/C systems bandwidth requirements. The broader the system bandwidth the wider
the key. In the early days 40KHz systems had 100mm keys, 30KHz had 75mm & 20KHz had
50mm keys.

This meant that if the keyboard slots are at 20KHz spacing (50mm) then a 40KHz key could
not be inserted in a frequency slot where the adjacent channel was already occupied by a 20Khz
key. Now we are faced with the control of 20KHz bandwislgstems in a frequency spectrum
having frequency allocations at 10KHz spacing.

Now with the new system if a flyer has inserted his key into the slot provided for one of the
new channels eg. 630, if flyers 629 or 631 try to insert their keys into the deytieey will be
blocked out by 630. The keyboard will ensure that no two 20KHz sets can be operated with less
than 20KHz frequency spacing between them.

(NOTE: As at 2001 VARMS prohibits the use of 'even’ numbered frequencies as their use is in a
minority, blocks out "two" of the more commonly used 'odd' numbered frequencies and the fact that
10KHz spacing between frequencies if still a long way from being a workable)reality

Airborne 150, Dec '96 Jan '97 (Page 63), makes a contribution here counfeBgul Ferguson "On
Silent Wings.'

CONTEST FLYERS V  SPORT FLYERS

As time goes by the gulf between the sport flyer and the contest flyer seems to become
wider. When | started flying RC Gliders in the early 70's, the contest flyer and the sdgdrf
were one and the same. Anyone with enough experience could go out with their Graupner
Cirrus or Aquila, and have as much chance of winning as the next flyer. We were all in our late
teens or early 20's then, and we all seemed to have a bottomlessdket of spare time. It was
nothing to spend two days of every weekend flying and socialising. Even our wives enjoyed the
flying, but that was before the kids arrived!

These days everyone seems to have so little free time. Even the unmarried flyers try
and fit too many different activities into their lives. It is this factor that has formed the gulf
between the contest and sport flyers.
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The average sport modeller is a very sealéntred person who wants only to do what
takes their fancy at the time thatis most convenient. This is very easy to understand because
they have so little time, and they wish to use it in the most effective way to their maximum
enjoyment. Sport flyers may occasionally enter a contest, but cannot be bothered with complex
rules. Because they see flying as a relaxing activity, they cannot see the point of regimenting
everything that they do. They spend just enough money and time to get a model into the air,
and even that may have taken a lot of creative accounting to get it paste wife. For this
reason they are not prepared to take any risks with their model and will only fly when
conditions are ideal.

On the other hand, the contest flyer has decided to go and make his mark on the sport.
He may have a whole fleet of models@me of them alimoulded) to suit all possible weather
conditions. Some of the models may be the result of hundreds of hours of development time.
He will have at least one winch (maybe two), and practices whenever he can. Because of the
time and money hat he has invested, he wants every eventuality covered by the rules of a
contest or the local flying site. On the other hand, he wonders why all the sport flyers cannot
get enthused by all these regulations, and why they oppose any spending of club fuadshe
contest related activities of the club!

| have noticed this gulf widening as each year passes, no doubt due to all my mates now
having teenage kids who demand more and more time, as well as the general pace of life
increasing. There is no easy $&ation to this problem short of ensuring that all types of
members are catered for within the MAAA structure
(Editor's note. There is no problem here; just one of the facts of life.)

..... and O. S. W. continues on in a similar vein on another well disduspic .....

LAUNCH HEIGHT

As the general strength of models increases and the average flying skills increase, the
launching heights achieved at contests are becoming more and more of a problem. It has
reached the stage where at most contests the avage modeller with a traditional balsawood
plastic covered model cannot hope to compete on equal terms. The strong, high performance
models can exceed the launch heights of the traditional models by so much that they more
than make up for any deficienciesn their thermalling ability; a deficiency that is becoming
more and more difficult to see as the models improve. On top of this, they can roam the skies
to such an extent than any lift will be found. The flyer of the traditional model must make

a decision to search in one area before they launch. If they do not find lift, their models do not
have the performance to fly to another part of the sky and they must therefore either accept
their flight time or relaunch.

The only solution for the traditionmodeller is either to join the high technology group
and compete on equal terms, or try to change the rules to limit the launch heights by adopting
weak links in the winch line or reducing the power of the winches.

This debate will not be concluded inhie near future. My view is that we should leave
the high technology route to F3B and F3J, as they are regulated International classes.
However, we need to change the rules of the Australian Open Thermal class to allow both high
tech and traditional modes$ the chance to compete equally, and it is my belief that the only way
is to reduce the power of winches by increasing the resistance of the motors to the point where
ping launches are not possible.

.... and on the same topic from the same column in a prieus Airborne (146- August 1996),
we have the following;

The following is a letter that I received from Martin Simons in relation to my proposed
new rules for Thermal Soaring event. For those who do not know, Martin rarely takes part in
contests becausehe does not feel motivated by the format of the traditional Task A event.

" Your recent remarks in Airborne about thermal soaring events always seemed to me
that thermal soaring contests should be thermal soaring contests. It is a pity that the existing
rule have directed so much attention to the launch and the launching apparatus.
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| was at Jerilderie over the Easter weekend, where it was demonstrated by Nic Wright
and others that, with the right launching technique, a modern F3B multi task model cam
the traditional type of thermal soaring event without actually having to do any soaring.
Providing that the air is not actually sinking, the model can stay in the air for long enough to
achieve the maximum permitted time. Even if the air for a partieu hear is bad all round, the
model which is highest after the launch is most likely to win.

(History compiler's note: World F3B Champion Joe Wurts has been quoted as saying "He who
launches highest, Wins", and he should know).

Given the kind of launch Hitudes measured by Nic Wright, between 220 and 250
metres, to achieve an eight minute flight requires a sinking rate of about 27 metres per minute,
or about 1.5 feet per second. Calculations published recently in the American magazine, RC
Soaring Digest show that a lightweight floater model, like the old Olympic 2, can achieve this
sink rate. An Olympic cannot safely be winch launched at 250 km/h, however.

A modern F3B model has about the same minimum rate of sink, but it can be launched
to much greaer heights, so it will, if well flown, beat the lightweight every time in the same air.
This has had the effect of concentrating all attention on the launching apparatus and the
launch technique and turned us away from thermal soaring.

A thermal soaringcontest should be won by a person who can most skilfully locate and
use thermals for soaring. | can think of a competition in which competitors' attention and
ingenuity could be directed in this way(Martin goes on to detail an extended, closed circnt,
foot style of Xcountry competition that has not been reprinted here).

"Printed by kind permission of Airborne Magazine."

Victorian State Thermal TitlesBrigg's Field 27 April 1997,

A smoothly run event with 27 entrants having a good days flyingerg good conditions. Five
rounds were flown with the best four to count towards the final score as per the Aus. Open Thermal
Rules.

1st Tim Mellor 4000 pts, equal 2nd Gerry Carter & Max Kroger 3997 pts.(See Contests)

May 1997- Runways laid down at Brggs Field for the initial introduction of Power (Internal
Combustion) aircraft.

1 June 1997, Open Day at Brigg's Field with almost all forms of model aircraft flown on the day,
Aero-towing, Electric flight, Helicopters, Competition gliders, Sport power @hdck gliders, all

flew at the field during the day. Over 100 people enjoyed the day with VARMS providing a
barbeque lunch. The Power field strips, Glider area, Hut surrounds apdrkaare now serviced

by a recently purchased rid& mower.

L. S. F.Tournament Jerilderie- 7/8/9 June 1997:

1st Alan Mayhew (VARMS), Winning TearVARMS (Tim Mellor, Alan Mayhew, Des Bayliss,
Gerry Carter, Scott Lennon, Greg Voak).

HITEC TROPHY OPEN EVENT
1. Max Kroger 1919 1. Rod Watkins 4931
2. Des Bayliss 1855 2. Gerry Carter 4884
3. Jim Robertson 1516 3. Alan Mayhew 4853

1996 -97 Membership 6 174 Members
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1997 - 98
The Committee
President Tom Wickers Secretary Max Haysom
Treasurer (Vacant) & Barry Dundas
Contest Director ~ Peter Cossins Editor Alan Connelly
Fund raising Committee Memberslim Robertson
& Site Liaison Graham Partridge /John Gottschalk

AGM 1 Des Bayliss awarded

g

Clubman of the Year. ' -~

July 1997 saw the 50th Nationals (for 1996/97) held at Darwin N.T.:

Thermal 1. RobBenton 2. Brett Solanov 3. Graham Roberts
F3J 1. Rob Benton 2. Alan Mayhew 3. Brett Solanov
HLG 1. Ray Pike 2. Theo Merrifield 3. (Miss) Kieren Pike

September 1997 World F3B Championships Ankara, Turkey. The team to represent Australia
was GerryCarter & Tim Mellor from VARMS, & Greg Voak (W.A.).

The following excerpt from Gerry Carter's very complete and detailed report is included to
demonstrate some of the things that can happen during International competitions.

"The first days practice wasnhgood, | managed to destroy another glider (leaving two, one
new, one borrowed) and an hour later Gregg did the same thing, destroying a brand new Calypso
Cobra. Tim gave his model its maiden flight without mishap and sorted out some problems with his
winch which had been run, but never used to launch a model before. The second days practice at
this field was safe. No mishaps. Greg elected not to fly.

The first Official Practice day at the Official field arrived. Winches were setownwind
and pibts wereroutinely towing around to the other side of the turnaro@mddaunching back into
wind, something we had heard about but never done or even seen before, however, we tried and got
better as the day progressed."

October 1997 State Slope Chammiships held as a Pylon only event.

The U-2 - A Postscript
To commence this topic with a nostalgic trip back into time
Aspectivity 201 April '89 reports that at the March General Meeting a 'Club project” was initiated
by Jim Robertson, being the building of a PSS Lockhe@dwith the following specifications:
Wing Span  4480mm 141t 8in

Length 2210 7ft 3in
Root chad  490mm 1ft 7 1/2in
Tip chord 130mm 5in

(from Aspectivity 294 October 1997 Author anonymous)

For relatively new members or those lucky enough to have forgotten, thevhs a
VARMS Club project to build a biggish scale glideainer! This was way back in the early
nineties or should that be the roaring early nineties, as it needed a roaring gale on the slope to fly.
And she flew.

Like most democratic committee/group projects the various compromises made in its design
and constructions raked in it exceeding its design weight of 25 Ibs by, | am reliably informed,
some 23 Ibs. The two amazing things though are that it was eventually finished, a TAD overweight,
but finished, and the thing flew!

Flight for the U2 though was fraught withfair degree of peril and some comedy. The
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nominated pilot was usually on Rohypnol (at least) and the launch crew, the runners, grunters and
heavers, looked like a bunch of caber tossing sumo wrestlers trying to run in step whilst grunting
and heaving thbeast into the air.

Resurrection

Whilst at Tom's (Wickers) factory cadging a bit of welding a month or so ago the subject of
the long deceased U2 came up in general conversation with the half a dozen members present. It
was decided to drag its remaing ofiits tomb in the loft and have a post mortem. With hindsight,
| should have forgotten about the welding, excused myself and gone straight to the pub. More fool
me.

Well, decency prevents an accurate description of her condition, but to say iuffed ist
pretty close to the mark, although more colourful terms were used. Someone offered to "shoot her
and put her out of her misery".

| don't know the aeronautical term, but in yachting parlance the fuselage "hogged" about
20% in any direction and vem placed on her end about half a bucket of crushed foam bits, big
chunks of balsa, assorted bits of servo's cascaded from her tail pipe. The main impact from the
fence post that somewhat spoilt her last landing had been taken at the junction of tue fasdl
the left wing root and this obviously sudden stop had somehow removed the bottom of the fuselage
'in toto". The right wing had shattered the foam, balsa and glass, but was repairable. The left wing
you could not complain about because only tlhengt of the wing root remained. Tail section was
fair, but had numerous impact cracks and the tail cone was missing, as was the canopy, the wing
joiner bar, hatches etc., etc.

The end result of the post mortem was that she was dead, finito, deceased opagpne
to God, etc., and was not even good barbeque fuel due to the amount of foam, fibreglass, paint and
plasticine(?) in her. Someone suggested the dumpster. One thing was for sure and that was that she
was not going to fly no more, no more.

One dill, nevertheless, felt that she deserved better than the ignominy of the dreaded
dumpster and stupidly suggested restoring her as a sort of static, i.e. not flying, display model, as
she represented a rare example of a committee designed club projeattttsly worked. |
recalled that she had been built by nearly 40 club members working together as a team (excuse the
cynicism) for once.

First problem, the missing tail cone. It eventually turned up under some boxes tucked away
under a cupboard. Thmeain spar was never found (apparently in her altercation with the fence post
it had bent like a set of bicycle handlebars). The horrid plasticine had been added by some
misguided individual who had plans of taking a glass mould off her fuselage butveadugi after
adding about 2 Ibs of the stuff to the jet intake area. If anybody knows of a paint that will "take"
over plasticine soaked balsa and foam let me knbused 2 litres of various solvents trying to get
it out without dissolving what was ledf the foam at the same timéours of time.

| shall not mention any of those present at the time who said "strewth mate, if you want a
hand to do her up, let me know mate", | did and they didn't.

| will mention "One Stop Plastics" at Ardena court, tHaantleigh, where Dave Cook gave
me yards of 20z cloth and pots of Epoxy, cans of Bog etc., free, and Peter at Waverley Hobbies who
gave me lots of bits and pieces nearly for free. Gentlemen, the pair of them.

Now she is a U2 again, or as much as stee eas and is in roughly the same shape as when
she was built in the first place.

| shall not mention what she has cost me for fear of incurring the wrath of the club solicitor
for not putting in a budget, bless him.

Conclusion

Anyhow, the alternatives eve dumpster or static display model and the latter is the case.
She represents an historic project by the club and | hope her condition meets with general approval,
especially if you appreciate what | had and didn't have to start with. Her coloursoaee It
remember of the ones that were based at Laverton in the late fifties or early sixties. Some sod has
got the club book on the U2 and despite all efforts, is not tellaligl have is a couple of black and
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white photos and some small 3 views. Ilulblike, even at the risk of losing my anonymity, to
request the loan of any and all videos (short tepmiority post return) that members may have of
her construction, first launch, first flight (the Graham Sullivan one), her subsequent flights, prangs
flights, crashes and last flights. | know that they are out there because I've seen them and really
would like to make a half hour record of her and the effort that went into building her for posterity
(along time even). See Jim Robertson please.

Name of author withheld on request.

FAI & ASAC
(If you follow Australian teams at International competitions to any degree, you may seem a little
confused when the Australian team is seen to fly under the banner of ASAC. The following
article taken from theVMAA Newsletter of December 1997 shows why this is so!)
Federation Aeronautique Internationale is the organisation at the top of our structure, administering
all types of aero sports including aeromodelling. All countries are affiliated to the FAI lthroug
their respectiveNational Aero Club A u s NAC abking athie sAustralian Sport Aviation
Confederation. This year our affiliation to ASAC cost $3.00 per member and this allows us access
to International rules and participation in International Compastamongst many other benefits,
including liaison with Government Departments.

February 1998 VARMS celebrates its 30th Anniversary
















































