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PLEASE READ ME 
This óHistory of the League of Silent Flightò has been created to reflect:- 

How it all began, Why it all happened, Who was involved in making it happen, 

How it has been enjoyed, in what way, and by whom, over the ensuing years. 

However, there are many un-answered questions relating to the above as you will find further into 

this document. 

Please read on and if you can provide any pertinent information that will: 

Right any wrongs, 

Provide information where there is none,  like Jerilderie Competition results, i.e. 

Best performed First Timer 

Best performed Junior 

Postal Competitions results and ultimate  Winner  (Many results still needed on this one) 

Airborne Trophy Winner(Perfect Score) 

Landing Points Trophy(Highest score in Landing points only) 

Hand Launch Glider 

More recent divisions in the comp: Expert  Advanced Novice 

..... however, the listing of the above elements is very hit and miss 

Name names where names should be named!! and 

Provide whatever help that you can to make this document more relevant and correct, so that we all 

may know how it all ñreally beganò. 

If you have any information, please send it, better ten times over than not at all. 

Des Bayliss 

15 Mason St., 

Ferntree Gully  3156 

(03) 97587657  Mob 0448757094 

dezbayliss@bigpond.com 

 

Questions that still need to be resolved?????????? 

Can anybody confirm the requirement to have 25 members with Level 1 to form the Aust. Chapter? 

If so, who were they??  This seems contrary to ARTICLE VII BELOW !!! 

 

VARMS advertised at ELWOOD, an ñUn-official Thermal Flying Meetò at ELWOOD, VIC., for 

April 14
th
 1974 (Easter) as L.S.F. qualifying rounds, was this to get people to Level I in a push for a 

National Chapter???? 

 

Does anybody have information about the ñThermalò weekend held at Jerilderie for Nov. 19 & 20 

1977.  VARMS advertised same??  Why did it happen??  It seems obvious that it was a precursor to 

the FIRST Tournament in 1978, one year later?? 

Whose idea was it to have the Tournament in 1978??  Did it arise out of the 1977 ñGliding 

weekendò.  (I know Bill Millgate was involved here as the central figure at Jerilderie). 

 

With reference to Article VII of the USA Bylaws below; who was pushing for, or had control of the 

setting up of the Aust. Chapter?? 

This ñallegedlyò occurred at the Tournament in 1978?? 

Who did all the paperwork with the LSF USA etc, etc. 

Is there any documentation proclaiming or ratifying the ócreationô of the Aust. Chapter?? 

 
The following is extracted from the Bylaws of LSF/USA: 
ARTICLE VII ï NATIONAL CHAPTERS  
Section 7  ï The LSF member population of any nation may petition the LSF Executive 
Board for recognition as a National Chapter.  The petition must include the name, address, 
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LSF Member Number and signature of at least fifteen (15) Members, a copy of the Bylaws 
proposed for the Chapter, and identification of the Chairman pro tem. 

 
The LSF Story  

By Scott Christensen, LSF 001 

(Written in 1988, and submitted by Bob Steele, President of the LSF 

and as it appeared in R/C Soaring Digest, December 1997) 

 

Genesis 
 Soaring, as an activity within the R/C community, in the mid to late 60's, was very 

interesting.  Believe it or not, R/C soaring had been around a long time up to that point, but had 

never really "caught on".  There was probably soaring activity going on in a lot of areas of the U.S, 

as well as Europe, but this activity tended to be fairly low key and was reported in the magazines 

only sporadically. 

 However, designs were being developed, contests were being held, and this momentum of 

activity was beginning to be reported on in the magazines.  Fortunately, for the as yet to be formed 

LSF, some well-placed individuals were taking an active interest in R/C soaring, and were in a 

position to report on this activity in the modelling press.  Two of these individuals were Jerry 

Nelson and Ken Willard.  As fate would have it, these two gentlemen would later play an important 

role in getting the LSF into national prominence, and keeping it there for a reasonable amount of 

incubation time. 

 I had lived in and around the San Francisco Bay Area since my discharge from the Air Force 

in 1965.  At that time, I moved to San Jose and started my new job with Fairchild Semiconductor in 

Mountain View.  Geographically, all of the lower San Francisco Bay communities were close to 

each other and it was possible to meet the people from all of these areas at a single flying site.  

Flying sites for R/C thermal duration sailplanes per se, did not exist.  What you had to do was find a 

site that was far enough away from other, powered R/C activity, so as not to create a conflict of any 

kind.  Fortunately, there was just such a site in San Jose: Del Mar High School.  It was at this site, 

in 1967, that I met and flew with Duane Hyer, Keith Brewster, and Le Gray.  The four of us had a 

lot in common in terms of model aircraft backgrounds, but most importantly, we got along very 

well and quickly became good friends.  There were several other "Del Mar regulars" who, along 

with the four of us, gathered every weekend to fly. 

 Most designs being flown in those days were scratch-built, due to the fact that there just was 

not much available commercially.  It came down to the Kurwi (a great airplane) and some imported 

kits, primarily Wik, that flew OK, but were not all that easy to build.  In short, it was a time of 

heavy design activity, essentially no classes of models, and very embryonic-type contests. 

 During this time, at the Del Mar High School site, we were busy "making-up" and flying our 

own contests.  We even had our own winch.  In those days, the winch was located directly upwind 

of the pilot, 300 to 400 yards away, and was operated by a fellow who "stood winch duty" through 

one complete rotation of pilots present.  He was then replaced by the next guy in rotation, and so 

forth. The winch was a simple 6-volt affair, using a car starter motor and a homemade take-in drum 

with heavy phenolic sides.  Most significantly, there was no turn-around: the winch and its operator 

were very remote from the pilot, and all start/stop signals to the operator were relayed by flags, 

waved by yet a third individual, who stood near the pilot!  If the turn-around system had been 

invented, this bit of technology had not yet made it to the Bay Area.  Compounding all of these 

launch procedures and requirements was the fact that we were all completely convinced that the 

safest way to get a sailplane into the air was with an R.O.G. launch! 

 The contests themselves consisted of literally staying up the longest and landing the airplane 

back on the same field.  Your time started when your hand let go of the model, and stopped when 

the model touched the ground.  (Yes, your time on the winch, during launch, counted in your flight 

time.  I can recall even doing a few rudimentary "cross-country" type contests, where you launched 

your model, were given a period of time to find lift, and then declared your proposed flight distance 
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from the field.  So, say you launched your model, a few minutes later found some lift (always a total 

surprise), started climbing and, at the end of, say five minutes asked to declare your distance. You 

looked at your model's altitude, figured you could safely get a half mile away and still get back, so 

declared "1/2 mile".  You were led over to the back of someone's grungy pick-up truck, deposited in 

the back, and the driver took off, using the odometer to determine the intended 1/2 mile.  This was 

more than often done without any regard to wind direction or pilot-related input.  Once the driver 

was 1/2 mile away, he stopped the vehicle, stepped out, and became the witness to the outward 

bound aircraft actually passing overhead.  Another variation was to see who could fly the most 

"laps" between the winch location and the pilot himself. 

 In all of this, we placed little, if any emphasis on landings, other than stipulating that the 

pilot had to land on the same field he took off from.  The flying part of these contests had a kind of 

"sameness" to them, and it was not very long before we all were searching for another aspect to the 

flight that would be: a) prototypical, and b) easily judged or measured.  This quickly ruled out 

aerobatics (too subjective and not necessarily prototypical), limbo (Believe it or not, this was tried 

but, only once, with disastrous results.), and speed (This seemed like a good idea, until it was 

explained to people, at which time we figured there would be maybe two people who might try it.).  

Somebody, I honestly don't remember who, came up with a "scale runway landing", which would 

be the conclusion to each contestant's flight.  This thing was laid out with two parallel lines, 12' 

apart, which were the 'edges' of the runway.  The length of these lines was about 20'.  At first, all 

that was required of the pilot was to land his airplane, right side up, inside of this 12' X 20' 

rectangle.  If he did this, he'd be awarded another 30 seconds to his flight score.  This whole idea 

proved both popular and a challenge, because all of these airplanes had a wheel on the bottom for 

the required R.O.G. take-offs!  Well, it didn't take long for virtually everyone to learn how to land 

in this box, and we were just about back to square one. 

 Then, one day a great and simple truth struck us when one of us took off our flying hat, 

threw it onto the grass, and announced, "For a quarter, I'll hit that hat!"  Someone yelled, "You're 

on," and literally put a quarter into the hat.  The pilot didn't hit the hat, but the nose of his model 

came to rest within 6" of it!  A great landing by anyone's standards.  I remember every flyer at the 

field standing there looking at the hat, the quarter, and the nose of that airplane.  I don't think 

anyone said a thing for a full minute.  What we had just seen was the birth (to the best of our 

knowledge) of the "spot landing".  Funny how things evolve though, because what really occurred 

to all of us, when we viewed this scene, was a way to GAMBLE with our models!  You guessed it!  

That hat (or, "spot") was quickly filled with the pilot's ante, and the money was awarded at the end 

of each round to the guy who came the closest with the nose of the model.  Word spread quickly, 

and now, instead of the usual 9 to 12 contestants we expected for our contests, we were looking at 

20 to 25 people every Saturday!  This aspect of our contests had really put fresh spark in the pilots 

because, besides being fun (and it was), spot landings could be lucrative.  Competition became 

intense; money, regardless of the amount, does that, and the amount of money in the hat quickly 

escalated.  I recall completely cleaning the entire nose off of one of my sailplanes when I struck a 

hat filled with $22.75 in quarters!  Clearly, things had gotten out of hand. I think that eventually it 

was Le Gray who suggested that the "quarter thing", as he called it, had taken a bad turn, and that 

perhaps, we should do away with it, but keep the spot as a landing goal.  This, coming from Le, was 

quite a concession, because he still much preferred the more prototypical runway type landings 

which, he felt were more in keeping with full-scale soaring techniques.  To understand this point of 

view, you had to understand Le.  Le took all of this very seriously, and to that end, designed 

gorgeous scale-like R/C sailplanes that were complete with well-done pilot busts, and always 

equipped with wheels. Many of these designs were published, and you may remember names such 

as Wind Dancer from the dim past.  At any rate, he never cared that much for the spot landing 

concept, but never denied its usefulness as a learning tool and its popularity in contest situations. 

 There is one other aspect to R/C soaring back then that should be addressed, because it had a 

direct bearing on the eventual formation of the LSF.  It was commonly believed and accepted, that 

any R/C sailplane design could and would work with equal success on both the slope and off the 
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winch.  On the surface, this belief should not surprise too many people because, as most of us know, 

you can toss almost any thermal duration type of model off a reasonable slope, and fly it 

successfully - no big deal.  But, R/C aircraft designed specifically for slope soaring had not yet 

come down the road as an accepted type of model.  Therefore, at least in those days, and in that 

area, airplanes that were slope-oriented only tended to be viewed as quite limited.  Unless you don't 

know, all of that changed, and changed fairly quickly. 

 All of the fore-going (and much, much more) takes us happily into the fall of 1968, and the 

soon-to-be-founded League of Silent Flight. 

 

Formation of the League of Silent Flight 

 

 The summer and fall of 1968 proved to be a very busy time for R/C sailplane enthusiasts.  

At the Del Mar site, alone, contests could be enjoyed every weekend.  Meanwhile, on the other side 

of the Bay, in Livermore, Jerry Nelson was working with sailplane pilots in his area, and they too 

were holding a series of experimental contests.  The interest in this type of flying was running high 

and Jerry, rightfully, foresaw the need for the AMA to become involved in terms of formulating 

National rules and, simply recognition of the activity by the AMA.  Since he was a member of 

District X AMA Contest Board committee, he was in a good position to press the issue.  To this 

end, he set-up a Special Interest Group, called the National Radio Control Soaring Society, or 

NRCSS. 

 Jerry held a contest at his father's ranch location in Livermore, California, on the weekend of 

August 17 -18, and it was at this time that the formation of the NRCSS was announced and 

memberships were solicited.  Membership was $5.00 and the promise was that NRCSS would 

represent R/C soaring to the AMA, and get the activity recognized.  Jerry, along with Dale 

Willoughby, who was editor of Zephyr, a publication devoted to only R/C soaring, volunteered this 

magazine to be the 'voice of the NRCSS".  All of this went over quite well, and I recall virtually 

everyone joining on the spot.  Soon, general publication of the formation of the NRCSS took place 

in not only the Zephyr, but in more recognizable magazines, like Model Airplane News.  It was not 

very long before the fledgling NRCSS was 'monied' and had a reasonable membership. 

 During this same summer and fall period of time, Le Gray, Duane Myer, Keith Brewster, 

and myself began some serious talks about an R/C soaring program, of sorts, that would 

approximate full -scale soaring's Flight Achievement Program.  This very successful program 

worked within and throughout the full scale soaring community, and, in essence, memorialized an 

individual's achievements in soaring, against a set of criteria.  This program could be actively 

pursued by anyone, regardless of club affiliation, etc.  It awarded diamonds for each phase or level 

of achievement, and was generally referred to as the "Diamond Program".  The most important 

aspect of such a program, we felt, was the recognition of the individual.  This meant, to us, that 

anyone, anywhere, regardless of club affiliation, country of origin, etc., could reap benefits from 

participating in such a program.  What were these benefits?  In order of importance, I think we saw 

these as:  1) becoming a better pilot through participation,  2) being recognized for achieving a 

given level of accomplishments, and  3) being a member of an organization which sought better 

piloting, instead of endless funding.  There was a kind of simple truth in all of this that really 

appealed to us.  We, as a group, set out to come up with such a program. 

 Most of our meetings took place at Le Gray's apartment in Sunnyvale.  He was the only one 

not married and so the timing of those meetings was much easier.  We met a lot of times during the 

fall of '68 and finally, in December, we'd hammered out the original five levels of what we called 

the SOARING ACCOMPLISHMENT PROGRAM.  A great deal of thought went into these levels, 

because we wanted both a "doable" program, as well as a challenging program.  We wanted one 

level of achievement to give the participant a true level of accomplishment and to also pave the way 

for participation in the next, even more challenging level.  An interesting sidelight to all of this was 

the fact that from a purely technical standpoint, we did not think that equipment existed, at that 

time, to complete the two higher levels!  But, we felt that if the program really had merit and was to 
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be truly challenging, individuals would force their abilities and talents into these technical areas to 

achieve these levels.  Further, we felt that the fall-out of some of these technical achievements 

would have a direct benefit to R/C soaring in general.  Lastly, we wanted these levels of 

accomplishment to create a true pyramid of membership.  In other words, those people with the will 

to do so would be able to make it to the top, but there would be darned few of them.  The goal was 

to set a standard of excellence that was so high that when you ran into a Level V pilot, you had 

automatic respect  for both him and his abilities, not only as a pilot, but as a person.  Looking back 

over the years, I'd have to say that the program did precisely what it initially set out to do. 

 All four of us were at a place in our lives where we each had something to give to the 

program.  It turns out that each of these things were critical to getting the program off the ground 

and keeping it there. 

 Le Gray worked for United Technology Corp., in Sunnyvale. Le's job was all about 

technical writing, contractual I believe.  This, plus Le's abiding love of full-scale, as well as R/C 

soaring, gave him the tools needed to finalize verbiage needed for the L.S.F.'s Soaring 

Accomplishment Program.  At our various meetings, Le would take copious notes on everything 

said, and would then have these formalized for our next session, and so forth.  Le was also a gentle 

"guider" of those meetings, always keeping us working towards the goal of creating both 

organization, as well as the program. 

 Keith Brewster was a rugged individualist, with definite ideas on how things should be 

done, and who should do them.  He was not wealthy, but had some money, could be counted to 

"kick-in" now and then when we needed something.  He loved R/C sailplanes, and even opened a 

hobby shop in Sunnyvale devoted to nothing but R/C sailplanes.  He came up with his own designs 

and even kitted a couple of them.  He, like the rest of us, liked to compete. 

 Duane Hyer was the artist.  He was employed at Sylvania in Mountain View as a graphic 

artist.  It is Duane who came up with the now famous L.S.F. logo.  Duane was also an artist when it 

came to modelling and I recall that every single model that he came up with was so outstanding in 

workmanship that they put everything else to shame!  Duane was a quiet type, never interested that 

much in competition.  But, he did participate and enter every contest that we ever held.  Duane was 

the perfect team-player and, without him, I'm sure that the L.S.F. would not have become the 

organization that it eventually would. 

 I worked for Fairchild Semiconductor and was, at that time, in charge of all of their 

Marketing Services distribution programs: mailing, printing, collation, etc.  I was, in short, good at 

organising and distributing paperwork.  I also could type 75wpm, and this eventually proved an 

asset.  Working with other people at Fairchild, I was able to come up with our letterhead, envelopes, 

and membership cards which, I always felt, made us look professional and "for real". 

 Once all of the various elements came together, and we had the ability to at least look like a 

real organisation, we made a PR mailing to virtually every magazine, magazine columnist, soaring 

oriented individuals ,and anyone else who we thought might be interested.  The League of Silent 

Flight became a reality with that mailing. 

 The mailing announcing the formation of the L.S.F. took place in January of 1969.  Locally, 

of course, we passed out information to anyone who wanted it.  In the meantime, a whole bunch of 

us, myself included, set out to achieve Level I of the program.  Since the League's first mailing 

address was my house, I was going to be able to see if the mailing produced any results.  Boy, did it 

ever!  We received a slew of what we called "letters of intent", and each of these was personally 

answered by me, neatly typewritten on L.S.F. letterhead, with a Level I form included.  We were 

really paranoid in those days about doing everything "just so" in order to look as professional as 

possible.  I really think that it paid off in terms of people's belief in us as a viable organisation. 

 In the meantime, I was fortunate in completing my Level I form rather quickly, and 

becoming the first legitimate L.S.F. "member", complete with the issuance of the first-ever 

membership card (which I still have)!  I bought a yellow poplin jacket just for this occasion, and 

this was taken to a Bowling trophy store, where a custom L.S.F. back patch and shoulder patch 

were made and sewn in place.  I still have this jacket, and look at it from time to time, still amazed 
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that we could have pulled this thing off, without even having patches to mail out or anything like 

that!  All of that came later. 

 Le Gray acted as the first "President" of the L.S.F., the other guys did what they could, and I 

acted as the first "Secretary".  1969 was the first real year for the L.S.F., and there were no elected 

officers, only volunteers.  What a year it was for mail!  I handled, as I recall, the first 200 aspirants, 

in terms of letter writing, phone calls, etc. I remember when we got our first "foreign" aspirant, a 

fella from Saskatoon, Canada.  Man, we'd gone international!  R/C soaring enthusiasts literally 

came out of the woodwork; it seems that the program hit a real nerve and was producing results.  

Things were cooking right along, except it was becoming quickly clear that money was going to 

become an issue.  Believe me, no one was getting paid, as that was totally out of the question!  No, 

we needed funds for more letterhead, cards, etc., plus funds for patches and other allied goodies for 

membership. 

 Right about this time, mid '69, we got a real break.  At yet another contest, held by the 

NRCSS group in Livermore, Jerry Nelson made a post contest announcement.  He said, in essence, 

that the membership of the NRCSS could be served much better by the L.S.F., and that he was 

recommending that all NRCSS support and funds be turned over to the League!  He backed this up 

with the same statements in his March 1970 "Soaring" column in RCM.  While the funding received 

was modest, it did put us in the black, again, and we were running to the point where the 

organization grew sufficiently to allow elections and some real management. 

 The rest of the L.S.F. story is history, successful history.  I think that the League did a lot for 

a lot of individuals, without asking for money.  It gave, continues to give, real goals and 

achievements to soaring pilots around the world and proved, to me at least, that the only way to get 

something accomplished is to do it yourself, be it flying or creating a viable organization.  Did it 

really work?  To get that answer, I'd suggest talking with the latest pilot to achieve Level V, or the 

latest pilot to achieve Level I; the sense of satisfaction and belief in the program should be similar 

in both cases. 

NOTE:  The first óOfficialô President of the LSF/USA was Bob Andris (LSF 004) serving  

  1969 to 1971. 

****************  
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The following are the Bylaws of the L.S.F. (U.S.A.) of 1 January 1970 which was 

founded in 1969. 
 

BYLAWS of THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT U.S.A.  
 

ARTICLE I - NAME 
Section 1 - The full and formal name of the organisation is: The League of Silent Flight. 
 
Section 2  - The official abbreviation of the name is "LSF". 
 
ARTICLE II - EMBLEM and  SEAL 
Section 1  - The official emblem of the LSF is a stylized, in-flight bird, superimposed over 
the uppercase, connecting letters "LSF".  When the emblem is presented in colour, the 
bird is white and the letters sky blue against a solid white or other light, neutral 
background. 
 
Section 2 - The official seal of the LSF incorporates the official emblem within a circle 
which also contains the year of founding, 1969, centred above the emblem and the word 
"SEAL" centred below the emblem. 
 
ARTICLE III - ADDRESS 
Section 1 - The Permanent address of the LSF is P.O. Box 39068, Chicago, Illinois 
60639. 
Section 2 ï A secondary and transitory address may be established as required by the 
current President for his term of office. 
 
ARTICLE IV - PURPOSE 
Section 1  - The primary purpose of the LSF is to provide collective identification for active 
radio control soaring enthusiasts throughout the world and to recognize individual 
proficiency and accomplishment through a defined program of standard performance 
criteria for radio controlled (R/C) model sailplanes. 
 
Section 2  - The secondary purpose of the LSF is to foster and support all phases of 
sporting and  competitive activity for R/C model sailplanes; to encourage personal and 
collective advancement in knowledge of aerodonetics and related arts and sciences; and 
to promote general interest in soaring flight. 

 
ARTICLE V - POLICY 
Section 1  - The LSF shall be a voluntary association of individuals with common interests 
and, as a philosophical conglomerate, shall levy no membership dues or fees, hold no 
general meetings, assign no responsibilities and impose no obligation for membership 
other than:- 
(a) support of the philosophies and concepts set forth in these Bylaws, and 
(b) active pursuit of R/C soaring proficiency. 
 
Section 2  ï  The LSF shall perform all official functions and provide all official services by 
means of written communication. 
 
Section 3  ï The LSF shall be a non-profit organisation supported by voluntary 
contributions and by fees and charges for specific services and goods.  The LSF shall offer 
 no industrial or commercial membership. 
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ARTICLE VI ï MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1  ï The organizational body of the LSF consists of: 
a. Members who have earned such status by documented performance of specific soaring 
accomplishments, and 
b. Aspirants to membership who have made written declaration of their intent  to associate 
with the LSF and to actively pursue a defined program of soaring accomplishments. 
 
Section 2  ï The specific and only criteria for membership are: 
a. Declaration of intent to associate with the LSF, 
b. Current membership in appropriate, National FAI representative organization for model 
aircraft, 
c. Current appropriate National radio operatorôs license for legal operation of R/C model 
aircraft, (No longer required in Australia), and 
d. Attainment of Level I in the LSF Soaring Accomplishments Program 
 
Section 3  ï Declaration of intent to associate with the LSF may be made by submitting the 
following in writing to the Executive Board: 
a. Name 
b. Mailing address, 
c. FAI organization affiliate and license or membership number, 
d. Radio operatorôs license number, and 
e. a statement similar to the following: 
ñI, (the undersigned), support the philosophies, concepts and criteria set forth in the 
Bylaws of THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT and give notice herewith of intention to 
attain Level I of the LSF Soaring Accomplishments Program, and by so doing, earn full 
recognition and privilege of membership.ò 
 
Section 4  ï Upon receipt of a Declaration of Intent, the Executive Board will record the 
individualôs name on the Aspirant Roll, and will forward to the Aspirant the information and 
forms necessary to document the attainment of Level I of the LSF Soaring 
Accomplishments Program. 
An individual will be carried on the Aspirant Roll for a maximum of two (2) years from the 
date of declaration of intent.  At the end of this time, the individual will be so notified, 
dropped from the Roll, and all work toward attainment of Level I during the preceding two 
year period will be nullified,  Resubmission of a Declaration of Intent will be accepted by 
the Executive Board. 
 
Section 5  ï Membership can be attained only by Aspirants who submit, to the Executive 
Board, proper documentation of their fulfilment of all performance requirements necessary 
for Level I of the LSF Soaring Accomplishments Program.  Upon acceptance of the 
submitted claim, the Executive will transfer the individualôs name from the Aspirant Roll to 
the next consecutive number on the Membership Roll, and so notify the new member. 
 
Section 6  ï Members are privileged to identify such status by display of the LSF Name, 
Official emblem or Insignia, Symbols and other paraphernalia, as well as earned badges 
and awards from the Soaring Accomplishments Program.  Members are entitled to 
participate in all organizational activities, subject to such regulations as may be imposed 
by these Bylaws, are privileged to vote in election of officers and on matters of business as 
set forth herein, may seek and hold office, and serve on committees. 
Only Active members will receive the LSF mailings, call for nominations and election 
ballots.  An active Member will be defined as one who meets at least one of the criteria 
listed below: 
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a. A member who has achieved Level IV or above, 
b. A member who has voted in the previous election, 
c. A member who has achieved Level I or has achieved a new Level within2 the previous 
two years. 
d. Any member who notifies the LSF during the odd-numbered years prior to September 1, 
they (he/she) wishes to remain an Active member. 
 
Section 7  ï Aspirants may not display any LSF insignia, but my participate in all 
organizational activities, subject to such rules and regulations as maybe imposed by these 
Bylaws, except that they may not vote or hold office. 
 
ARTICLE VII ï NATIONAL CHAPTERS  
Section 1  ï A single National Chapter of THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT may be 
established by any nation, and with an LSF population of fifteen (15) or more. 
 
Section 2  ï A National Chapter will represent the total national member population in all 
matters.  A National Chairman will be elected by each National Chapter to serve on the 
LSF Executive Board. 
 
Section 3  ï National Chapters will establish and effect a national policy, maintain liaison 
with clubs and other organizations, initiate and support national awards and competitive 
activities, promote the general activity of R/C soaring, specifically the LSF Soaring 
Accomplishments Program, and otherwise conduct all national business as necessary to 
foster and protect the interests and welfare of the LSF Members and Aspirants in R/C 
soaring. 
 
Section 4  ï National Chapters will be the focal point for internal LSF activities including 
receipt of Declarations of Intent and administration of the Soaring Accomplishments 
Program. 
 
Section 5  ï Membership in the National Chapter will be only by membership in the LSF 
and can be attained only by Aspirants who submit the proper documentation of their 
fulfilment of all performance requirements necessary for Level I of the LSF Soaring 
Accomplishments Program.  Upon acceptance of the submitted claim, The National 
Chapter will forward the claim to the LSF Executive Board where the individualôs name will 
be transferred from the Aspirant Roll to the next consecutive number of the Membership 
Roll.  The Executive Board will so notify the National Chapter and the new member. 
 
Section 6 . ï Each calendar quarter, a quarterly report will be submitted to the LSF 
Executive Board summarizing the Declaration of Intent received and Soaring 
Accomplishments Program activity during the report period.  The name, address and other 
pertinent data of each concerned Member or Aspirant will be included.  Quarterly reports 
will be submitted so as to reach the LSF Executive Board within fifteen (15) days after the 
end of the report period. Other special reports will be submitted as requested by the LSF 
Executive Board. 
 
Section 7  ï The LSF member population of any nation may petition the LSF Executive 
Board for recognition as a National Chapter.  The petition must include the name, address, 
LSF Member Number and signature of at least fifteen (15) Members, a copy of the Bylaws 
proposed for the Chapter, and identification of the Chairman pro tem. 
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Section 8 ï The Executive Board will review the petition, based on the requirements and 
guidelines set forth in these Bylaws, and advise the Chairman pro tem of the petitioning 
body of its decision within sixty (60) days after receipt of the document. 
 
Section 9  ï Executive Board approval of a petition for recognition as a National Chapter 
will authorize the petitioning body to conduct the business necessary to initiate, form and 
create a democratic national organization acceptable to a majority of the total national 
member population, and which is consistent and compatible with the purposes, and the 
policies of THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT. 
 
Section 10  ï The Bylaws of each National Chapter will include wording to provide that: 
a. The organization is affiliated with THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT, as a Chapter, and 
membership status in the Chapter shall be as in the parent body, and 
b. The Chapter shall levy no membership dues or fees and shall impose no obligations or 
limitations of or for membership other than as specified in the Bylaws of the parent body. 
 
Section 11  ï National Chapter Bylaws will be filed with the Executive within thirty (30) 
days after ratification.  Subsequent changes, amendments, additions and all other 
modifications to National Bylaws will be filed on a similar schedule. 
 
Section 12  ï National Officers will be identified to the Executive Board within thirty (30) 
days after election or appointment. 
 
Section 13 ï The full and formal name of a National Chapter will THE LEAGUE OF 
SILENT FLIGHT of (Name of Country), such as: 
 THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT OF USA 
 THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT OF AUSTRALIA 
 THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT OF SWEDEN 
 
ARTICLE VIII - OFFICERS 
Section 1 ï The Executive Officers of THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT, are the 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Executive Officers and the 
National Chairman constitute the Executive Board. 
 
Section 2  ï The Executive Officers are elected, by written ballot in December of each odd 
numbered year by individuals on the LSF Membership Roll as of the immediately 
preceding 15 October.  Each officer serves for a two (2) year term commencing 1 January 
following the election and ending 31 December of the next odd numbered year or until his 
successor is elected.  No officer will be eligible to more than two (2) consecutive terms in 
the same office. 
 
Section 3 ï A vacancy in the office of the Vice President, Secretary or Treasurer will be 
filled for the unexpired term by direct appointment by the President.  Vacancy of the 
Presidency will be filled by the Vice President who will then, as President, appoint a Vice 
President. 
 
Section 4  ï The PRESIDENT is the chief executive officer, the official representative and 
spokesman for the LSF.  Under the direction of the Executive Board, the President is 
responsible for the general management of the LSF.  The President has the authority to 
establish and dissolve Special Committees and to appoint and remove Special Committee 
Chairmen and Members.  With the approval of the Executive Board, the President may  
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appoint and remove Chairmen and Members of Standing Committees.  The President, ex-
officio, is a Member of all Special and Standing Committees.  The President has the 
authority to make final and binding decisions relative to disputes and protests.  The 
President may appoint an Executive assistant, one or more Press Secretaries, and other 
special aides as desired, including a Special Post Box Monitor to forward mail collected at 
the LSF permanent address. 
 
Section 5 ï The VICE PRESIDENT performs the duties of the President, in case of 
disability of the President, and such other duties in connection with the LSF as may be 
undertaken at the suggestion of the President.  The Vice President, ex-officio, is a member 
of all Special and Standing Committees. 
 
Section 6  ï The SECRETARY, under the direction of the President and the Executive 
Board, keeps all LSF administrative books, records, and the Membership and Aspirant 
Rolls.  The Secretary is responsible for regular and special reports to the Executive Board 
Members and National Chapters; and such other duties as may be undertaken at the 
direction of the President. 
 
Section 7  ï The TREASURER receives and disburses all funds of the LSF under direction 
of the President and the Executive Board.  The Treasurer is responsible for Quarterly and 
Annual Financial Report to the Executive Board and such other duties as may be 
undertaken at the suggestion of the President. 
 
Section 8  ï The NATIONAL CHAIRMAN of each National Chapter, as a member of the 
LSF Executive Board, will coordinate all matters of LSF policy, rules and administration 
with his National Chapter and advise the Executive Board of the soaring activities and 
interests in his country.  The National Chairman will represent his national membership in 
all matters of business consistent with these Bylaws and will be the official channel of 
communication between the LSF Executive Board and his National Chapter. 
 
Section 9  ï There will be such agents as the interests of the LSF may require and as the 
Executive Board may establish.  Their powers, duties and responsibilities will be set by the 
Executive Board. 
 
Section 10  ï An Executive Officer may resign by submitting written notice to the Executive 
Board.  Resignations will be effective as of the date of submittal. 
 
ARTICLE IX ï EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Section 1  ï The EXECUTIVE BOARD, consisting of the Executive Officers and the 
National Chairman, may exercise any and all powers in the management of the business 
and affairs of the LSF, except that the Executive Board does not have the right to exercise 
any powers which can be exercised only by a vote of the entire membership.  Action of a 
majority of the Board members is valid as corporate act. 
 
Section 2  ï The Executive Board will cause to be kept a complete record of all its acts and 
will present Quarterly Reports to National Chapters and Annual Reports to LSF Members 
and National Chapters showing in detail the condition of the affairs of the LSF and 
summarizing the activities and business for the report period. 
 
Section 4  ï The Executive Board will issue such newsletters, bulletins, special reports or 
other communiqués as may be necessary with distribution as appropriate. 
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ARTICLE X ï BOOKS & ACCOUNTS  
Section 1  ïThe fiscal year of the LSF will begin as of January 1st on each calendar year. 
 
Section 2  ï Annually, within fifteen (15) days after the end of the fiscal year, the books 
and accounts will be audited by a special auditing committee of two, appointed by the 
President, with the advice and consent of the Executive Board.  The Executive Board, by a 
majority vote, may cause an independent audit to be made at any time when in their 
judgment it is deemed advisable. 
 
ARTICLE XI ï SUSPENSION & EXPULSION 
Section 1  ï Any Member or Aspirant of the LSF whose activities are deemed inimical to 
the best interests of the LSF, is subject to suspension, expulsion or removal from office. 
 
Section 2  ï Charges believed to warrant disciplinary action will be submitted to the 
President.  If the President and Executive Board concur with the severity of the charges, 
the President will relay such charges to the accused.  The accused may: 
(a) answer the allegation and request that both the charges and defence be submitted to 
the members; 
(b) make no response and thereby automatically tender his resignation; or 
(c) formally submit his resignation. 
If a response to the Presidentôs request for a statement of defence is not forthcoming 
within thirty (30) days after the date of request, it will be assumed that the accused plans 
no reply. 
 
Section 3  ï The President, with the concurrence of the Executive Board, may dismiss the 
statement of charges and defence to the Members with a specific recommendation for 
disciplinary action.  Authority for such recommendation requires a two-thirds (2/3) 
affirmative majority of all votes received by the Executive Board. 
 
Section 4 ï Charges made against the President will be directed to and processed by the 
Vice President.  Executive Officers accused of acts warranting disciplinary action will not 
sit on the Executive Board during discussion or processing of such action. 
 
Section 5  ï A National Chapter which is deemed inimical to the best interests of the LSF, 
or so modifies its national bylaws as to refute or nullify the bylaws previously accepted by 
the LSF is subject to suspension or expulsion.  Any such charges will be processed as if 
for an individual Member or Aspirant except that the Member population of the accused 
National Chapter may not vote on disciplinary action.  Disciplinary action against a 
National Chapter will not be considered an act against the National Member population or 
any individual Member or Aspirant. 
 
ARTICLE XII ï AMENDMENTS 
Section 1 ï These Bylaws, and any supplements or attachments, may be altered, 
amended, deleted or replaced by the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the Executive 
Board and subsequent concurrence of a simple majority of the votes cast by Members. 
 
Section 2  ï Proposed amendments may be submitted to the Members no more than one 
(1) time in any calendar quarter and no more than two (2) times in any calendar year. 
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ARTICLE XIII ï COMMITTEES 
Section 1  ï There will be Standing Committees, established by the Executive Board, 
which will function to advise the Executive Board and guide or administer specific activities 
of interest to the LSF.  Each Standing Committee will function in accordance with a 
platform approved by the Executive Board and filed with the Secretary.  Standing 
Committees will be staffed by Members appointed by the President with the approval of 
the Executive Board. 
 
Section 2  ï Special Committees may be established and dissolved by the President.  
Special Committees will be staffed by Members or Aspirants appointed by the President.  
The platform of Special Committees will be specified by the President and filed with the 
Secretary. 
 
Section 3  ï Members of Standing Committees will submit their resignation to any in-
coming President.  All Special Committees will be dissolved on 31 December of each odd 
numbered year. 
 
ARTICLE XIV ï ELECTIONS 
Section 1  ï A five (5) member Election Board will be selected by the Executive Board on 
or before 1 August of each odd year.  Members of the Executive Board are ineligible for 
appointment to the Election Board.  The Election Board will be responsible for selecting 
candidates, issuing ballots and conducting the election of Executive Officers.  The Election 
Board will adjourn at such time as Executive Officers have been elected and a report has 
been submitted to the Members. 
 
Section 2  ï the Election Board will call for nominations for Executive Officers by 15 
August of each odd numbered year.  Any LSF Member can nominate one (1) Member for 
each office.  Nominations must reach the Election Board by 15 September for 
consideration. 
 
Section 3 ï The Election Board will select the two (2) nominees who receive the greatest 
number of nominations for a given office as candidates for the office, subject to the 
acceptance of candidacy by the nominee.  A nominee who receives the necessary 
nominations to be eligible for candidacy for more than one office will be offered candidacy 
for the highest office.  If the nominee declines candidacy for the highest office, candidacy 
for the next highest office will be offered etc.  The order of preference shall be President, 
Vic President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 
Section 4  ï The Election Board will issue ballots to all LSF Members by 15 October.  
Ballots will include space for one (1) write-in candidate for each office. 
 
Section 5  ï Members will vote by identifying their candidate preferences on the official 
ballot and returning it to the Election Board.  To be accepted, a ballot must be submitted in 
a sealed envelope which is clearly marked ñBallotò, and postmarked no later than 15 
December. 
 
Section 6  ï Candidates who receive the greatest number of the votes cast for each 
contested office will be awarded the position.  In the case of a tied vote, where the leading 
candidates for a given office each receive an equal number of votes for that office, the 
position will be awarded by the Election Board. 
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Section 7  ï The Election Board will certify and count the ballots received, and notify the 
candidates by 31 December.  The Board will issue a report of election results to the 
Members no later than 15 January.  In the case of tied votes, candidates will be notified by 
15 January and a report of election results submitted by 1 February. 
 
ARTICLE XV ï DISSOLUTION 
Section 1  ï THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT may be dissolved by affirmative vote of 
two-thirds (2/3) of the members. 
 
Section 2  ï Funds received from the sale of all LSF assets at the time of dissolution shall, 
after all obligations of the LSF have been paid, be given to a worthy organization with 
similar purpose. 
 
ARTICLE XVI ï SOARING ACCOMPLISHMENTS PROGRAM  
The LSF SOARING ACCOMPLISHMENTS PROGRAM is a supplement to these Bylaws 
and is included herein by reference. 
 
 

TTTTT TTTTT 

 

 

 

The Soaring Accomplishments Program Form (S. A. P.) is also included on later pages for those 

who are not aware of the requirements and procedure of this activity. 
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ORIGINS OF THE L.S.F. (AUST.) & THE JERILDERIE TOURNAMENT.  
 

To include more information on the Origins of the League of Silent Flight in Australia and the 

concept of the annual Soaring Tournament at Jerilderie, all the results of the Tournament, Postal 

Competitions, the Contest Director, Members of the elected Executive, general points of interest 

like ALL Level V's etc., short list of Tournament winners. 

 

1969  Founding of the L.S.F. in the USA 

1970's  The  initial introduction into Australia of the LSF was by direct contact with the LSF 

  U.S.A. via members of various clubs, such as; Keith Lindsay of the Heathcote  

  Soaring League (N.S.W.), Bill Millgate of the Newcastle Model Aircraft Club  

  (N.S.W.), a group known as the Northern Area Contest Modellers, and possibly  

  others as indicated in the following article. 

  To introduce the L. S. F. as perceived by VARMS members, it seems pertinent to use 

  an article from VARMS High Aspect Vol. 2, No. 3 of March 1970 as written by the 

  VARMS Secretary Alan Villiers: 

  As you may well know, the above named group has been formed in the United States 

  and comprises a group of people devoted to the furtherance of Radio Controlled  

  Sailplane activities. 

  The League will have no dues, no officers and no meetings (* see comment below).  

  It is made up of serious model sailplane sportsmen who want to establish goals  

  against which individual achievements can be measured. 

  Up to now there has been no way of evaluating ones performance, but with the  

  Soaring Accomplishments Program (S. A. P.), it gives five levels of performance to 

  achieve. 

  Your Committee has decided that this (S. A. P.) will be of benefit to the achievement 

  of our own goals. It is the intention to pursue the policy of this League to get people 

  to apply with the 'intent to associate'. 

  When we have obtained the necessary 25 members who have achieved Level I, we 

  will be able to set up a "League of Silent Flight" in Australia with our own Chairman 

  and Secretary. (The names of the first 25 Australians who registered with the  

  LSF/USA can be found on later pages, at least eight of these achieved Level I  

  in these early days). 

  *(L. S. F. Aust. does in fact have an Executive elected at the A. G. M. each year  

  during the Soaring Tournament at Jerilderie, whilst there are no 'membership fees' 

  the submission of all Level forms should be accompanied by *X* standard  

  postage stamps to cover nominal operating costs.  An entry fee is also charged for 

  the Soaring Tournament at Jerilderie to defray obvious costs.) 

1970  April 12
th
 1970 saw VARMS give notice of a flying day at ñMT Hollowbackò, for 

  contests to include Pylon and Limbo.  The notice also stated, ñShould it be dead  

  calm, Bungee launches will take place for either óLeague of Silent Flightò  Spot  

  landings, or maximum time Flight. 

1973  Airborne of March '73 contained the following comment from Keith Lindsay  

  (Heathcote Soaring League, Sydney)... "we may have some information on setting 

  up a National Chapter of the League of Silent Flight in Australia, as the latest letter 

  from Le Gray LSF/009 (the President) states that it looks possible that Australia will 

  be the first country outside U.S.A. to become a National body.  So any aspirants not 

  yet completed Level I, please do so, and forward your papers to the States - FAST."  

  (Note.  Keith Lindsay stated that 2/3 years after his initial involvement with the LSF, 

  he then moved out of the Model scene and into boating, as a consequence he did not 

  see the creation of LSF Australia at Jerilderie in August 1978). 
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1973  Aspectivity 42 - Christmas 1973 contained the following information: 

  LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT - Robert Goldman 

  With summer here and no organised meeting for the next month, now is the time to 

  do something about L.S.F. 

  Briefly L.S.F. is a self-achievement programme which is simple and worldwide.  We 

  require 11 more members in Australia to form a national chapter.  This means we  

  can then hold L.S.F. competitions here.  We would only require 5 competitors who 

  are L.S.F. level one members to hold a competition for Level II.  It's great fun and 

  costs nothing except postage.  (N.B. I have just been informed that 50c of stamps is 

  now required.  So how about it - send that form in to Keith (Lindsay) in Sydney and 

  become a member of the League of Silent Flight - the emblem alone is a real beauty 

  to show off on that new glider wing). 

1974  April 14 (Easter) - VARMS advertised an 'Unofficial Thermal Flying Meet' at  

  Elsternwick Park, Melbourne for L.S.F. Qualify Rounds - results not advertised. 

1977  VARMS advertised a Thermal weekend arranged at Jerilderie for 19-20 November 

  1977 - Aspectivity 85, Oct. 1977 refers. what is the background to this ??  Possibly a 

  'gathering' for a 'competition' arranged by Bill Millgate and seems to have been an 

  F3B or Nordic(2 task) competition. 

1978  L.S.F. Australia Chapter formed at Jerilderie N.S.W. at the Inaugural LSF Soaring 

  Tournament, 26th & 27th August 1978, and became Incorporated on 12th September 

  1984, (Reg. No. A2303).. 

1992  LSF Australia recognised by the MAAA as a Special Interest Group as per a letter 

  dated 18 May 1992. 

1997  The following is taken from LSF Newsletter No. 1, 97/98. 

  LSF Australia celebrates 25 years of activity in Australia with a very successful  

  Tournament at Jerilderie, N.S.W.. 

  1997 sees the 25th Anniversary of LSF activity in Australia.  Initial entry of LSF  

  into Australia seems to have been brought about by a response to LSF advertising in 

  an American modelling magazine by Keith Lindsay who was a founding member of 

  the Heathcote Soaring League in Sydney's southern suburbs and also by other  

  members.  Keith and others joined the LSF (USA) after discovering its existence and 

  operations.  From its humble beginnings the LSF has grown to have over 600  

  members in Australia and our annual Tournament, now 21 years old, continues to be 

  the showpiece of RC Gliding in Australia. 

  Prior to 1978 and again in 1986 there were occasional reports of regional LSF  

  competitions held in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. 

 

  The Southern Soaring League (S. S. L.) of South Australia was also instrumental in 

  the formation of LSF AUST. with an initial petition amongst resident members, and 

  over the years its members have been strong supporters in its administration and as 

  supporters of the Tournament at Jerilderie. 

 

  Bill Millgate, a Founding member of LSF Australia passed away on 9 November  

  1997.  Bill was the prime mover in getting the LSF Tournament to Jerilderie in 1978 

  when, as the local ANZ Bank Manager he contacted the Shire Council and arranged 

  for the use of the local race-course for the Inaugural National L. S. F. Open R/C  

  Glider Tournament, 26th & 27th August 1978.  Bill was also elected as President at 

  the elections held at the Inaugural Jerilderie gathering.  The Inaugural Tournament 

  is to be run in conjunction with the U. S. A. National Tournament being held in  

  America on the same weekend. 
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Formation of the Australian Chapter of L. S. F. was to be completed during the   

 weekend and L. S. F. members were to ratify the draft Australian Constitution,   

 nominate and elect the Australian Executive. 

  A special mention should be made of the efforts of the Jerilderie Shire Council in 

  accommodating the LSF activities and its members once a year.  Through the  

  work of Shire members,  David Tamlyn and Lindsay Cutler the racecourse is  

  always well prepared, as well as other local organisations in providing on-field  

  refreshments, including breakfast and also one evening meal. 

 

2002  25th Anniversary of the LSF Soaring Tournament at Jerilderie. 

 

2007  30
th
 Anniversary of the LSF Soaring Tournament at Jerilderie. 

  A decision is made by the current executive to discontinue issuing printed   

  Newsletters.  All information for members will be available on an up-dated and  

  vastly improved web-site.  
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The following list of names was supplied by the L.S.F. U.S.A., Secretary Jim Deck, Nov. 2003, 

stating that these are the first 25 names of LSF Members from Australia (Not necessarily those with 

Level I.  Those names marked with an asterisk did, according to Keith Lindsay, achieve Level I in 

that early period). Those marked with # were confirmed in a 1980 memberôs list as being at Level I 

or better. 

         LSF No. 

*LINDSAY Keith   Heathcote  N.S.W.  HSL  223 

*NUTT Graham  Heathcote   N.S.W.  HSL  274 

*HALLORAN Martin   Cronulla  N.S.W.  HSL  277 

*WINLEY L. M.   Eastern Creek  N.S.W.  MARS  297 

*FIRTH J.   Port Hacking  N.S.W.  HSL  356 

*DURRANCE Peter  Como   N.S.W.  HSL  391 

*O'REILLY Leo R.  Mitcham  S.A.   HSL  407 

*SCOTT Murray  Mt. Barker  S.A.   HSL  433 

*O'REILLY Michael  Hallet Cove  S.A.   HSL  438 

#WILMOT Garth  Lenah Valley  Tas.    620 

#RALPH S.   Devonport  Tas.    646 

#McKay B.   Hobart   Tas.    664 

#JENNESON R. H.  Hallet Cove  S.A.    674 

#OSBORNE G.  Royal Park  S.A.    438 

#VINCENT Geoff  Traralgon   Vic.  VARMS 755 

#GOLDMAN Rob  Moorabbin  Vic.  VARMS 989 

#McKELL Richard  Latham   A.C.T    1222 

#TAPP Richard  Adelaide   S.A.    1280 

#MILLGATE Bill   Nambucca Heads N.S.W.  NMAC 1441 

#MEESTER Adriaan  Kirrawee  N.S.W.    1442 

#MOONEY Robert N. New Lambton  N.S.W.    1443 

#GRIFFITHS K G  Tamworth  N.S.W.    1444 

#TIDEY John   Adamstown Heights N.S.W.    1445 

#SHAW Robert  Speers Point  N.S.W.    1446 

#MOWSON Peter J.  Brighton  Vic.  VARMS 1531 

 

HSL  Heathcote Soaring League NSW 

NMAC Newcastle Model Aircraft Club NSW   

MARS  Macquarie Aircraft Radio Signallers NSW   

VARMS Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring  Vic. 
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BYLAWS of L. S. F.   AUSTRALIA  
 

(There is possibly 3 sets of Bylaws; the original ones used on the creation of the Australian LSF, a 

second amended in 1980, and these below as amended January 1983). 

A1.1 The full name of the organisation is: The League of Silent Flight of Australia. 

A1.2 The official abbreviation of the full name is: LSF Australia. 

A1.3 These By-laws should be read in conjunction with those of the LSF. 

A1.4 LSF Australia is affiliated with the LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT as a Chapter, and 

 membership status in the Chapter shall be as in the parent body, except that the Chapter will 

 recognise associate members of LSF Australia, to cater for people who are ineligible for  

 membership but are sympathetic to the League's philosophies. 

A1.5 All members of the LSF who are resident in Australia shall be members of LSF Australia. 

A1.6 LSF Australia shall levy no membership fees or dues and shall impose no obligations, 

 requirements or limitations of, or for membership other than those specified in the By-laws 

 of the parent body. 

A1.7 The emblem of LSF Australia shall be that of the LSF. 

A2.1 LSF Australia shall have three elected officers, these being the President, Vice President, 

 and Senior Executive Officer. 

A2.2 The President shall also hold the office of National Chairman as provided by Article V111 

 Section 8 of the LSF By-laws. 

A2.3 The President shall conduct all of the affairs of the LSF Australia except the election of 

 officers. 

A2.4 In particular the President shall:- Ensure that quarterly reports are sent to the parent body as 

 provided in Article VII of LSF By-laws.  Cause to be circulated to all members of LSF Aus., 

 a quarterly newsletter the contents of which shall include a financial report and summary of 

 soaring accomplishment program documents received. 

A2.5 The Vice President shall conduct elections bi-annually, at which a President, Vice President, 

 and Senior Executive Officer shall be elected.  The elections shall be conducted as provided 

 in A3.1 to A3.9. 

A3.1 The Vice President shall notify all members of LSF AUS. three months before the LSF 

 Tournament each odd numbered year, that nominations for the office of President, Vice 

 President, and Senior Executive Officer are being sought. 

A3.2 A nomination will be valid if received by the Vice President two months before the LSF 

 Tournament, and if it is signed by both the nominator and the nominee, who may be the 

 same person unless this person is a current office holder. 

A3.3 The Vice President shall prepare a ballot paper and distribute this to all members of LSF 

 Aus., one month before the LSF Tournament. 

A3.4 Candidates may provide the Vice President with copies of a statement for distribution with 

 the ballot paper, provided the statement is less than 100 words in length. 

A3.5 Voting shall be by the preferential system as used in elections for the House of 

 Representatives in Australia. 

A3.6 All ballot papers returned to the Vice President prior to the commencement of the LSF 

 Tournament shall be considered in determining the election. 

A3.7 The Vice President shall promptly notify the current President and all candidates of the 

 result of the election. 

A3.8 The results of the election shall be published in the next issue of the quarterly Newsletter. 

A3.9 The incumbent officers shall resign and the successful candidates shall take office 

 immediately upon completion of the trophy presentation at the LSF Tournament of the year 

 in which the elections are held. 

A3.10 Each year that a Tournament is held, a meeting shall be convened, and members present 

 shall have the right to determine matters relating to the following Tournament. 
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A4.1 These By-laws may be amended by the affirmative vote of a simple majority of members of 

 LSF Aus., subject to the amendment not being deemed inimical to the best interests of the 

 LSF by the LSF, as provided by Article X Section 5 of the LSF By-laws. 

A5.1 LSF Australia may be dissolved by the affirmative vote of 2/3 of the members. 

A5.2 Any surplus of funds after winding up shall be paid to the M.A.A.A. (Model Aircraft 

 Association of Australia). 
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..... and extracted from Aspectivity 175 of October 1986,  we have a poem ..... 

 

 

THE LEAGUE OF SILENT FLIGHT  (A poem) 

A gentle swish of line, then silent soaring 

No loud outburst of engine, roaring roaring 

You watch the silent fliers on their day, 

The urge to be a member is here to stay. 

 

A bit of balsa, some plywood too, 

Some instant set, and epoxy glue, 

Some pleasant hours by day or night, 

and you are ready for silent flight. 

 

At first you wonder, will it fly, 

But soon its soaring in the sky, 

Now this is not fettered flight, 

This is The League of Silent flight. 

 

You practice for the gliding meet, 

And try to land it at your feet, 

The time is checked, now three, then four, 

And still you need three minutes more. 

 

You dodge the tree, and a standard class 

And coax it down on the lumpy grass, 

The spot is missed but that's all right, 

You're in the League of Silent flight. 

 

That Level I is hard to get, 

Those elusive landings make you fret, 

Next Level II, you're doing all right, 

At becoming proficient in silent flight. 

 

You struggle hard for Level IV, 

and now there's just one level more, 

You reach it at last in the fading light, 

An expert, in the League of Silent flight. 

Courtesy FSS Silent Flyer. 
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LETTERS RE-STATING L. S. F. PHILOSOPHY AND GUIDELINES.  

At this point it seems pertinent to include some letters that have been seen as necessary to re-state 

some LSF philosophy and guidelines. 

 

(extracted from L.S.F. Newsletter No. 2 of 1984/85) from L.S.F. (USA) with regard to the basic 

philosophies of LSF and specifically the use of Postal Competitions in the Soaring 

Accomplishments Program, from 

 H. Warren Plohr, President,  LSF Executive Board 
David Meson, National Chairman,      July 25, 1984 

Dear David (Meson), 

 On behalf of the LSF Executive Board I am responding to your request of June 22nd.  In 

that request you discussed the problem Australian LSF members have in meeting the Competition 

size requirements and suggested that we review the use of Postal Competitions to relieve the 

situation.  I have completed the review and have determined that the use of Postal competitions 

cannot be accepted to fulfil competition requirements in the LSF soaring Accomplishments 

Program. 

 

 When I started the review of your request, I personally felt that it was a most reasonable 

thing to consider; particularly since the competitions were sponsored by LSF Australia and 

therefore under good control.  This was very unlike the Postal competitions over here, where 

anyone could initiate a competition, and the witness control left something to be desired.  In order 

to arrive at a decision I discussed the situation with past and present LSF Officers and reviewed the 

LSF files of years past.  I will tell you what I found. 

 

 First, I found no support for changing the rules regarding Postals in my discussions.  These 

discussions and my review of the files provided the history of how the "no postal" rule came about.  

During the mid-Seventies the use of postal competitions in the SAP came to the attention of the 

LSF Officers in Office.  One competition in particular, a Canadian LSF sponsored one-day-

nationwide event was well publicised in newsletters I found in the files.  This was the event that 

triggered the LSF Executive Boardò interpretation" that "All contestants must compete at the same 

location on the same date."  These are the words you will find in the SAP Rules under Section 11, 

A-Size (No. of contestants). 

 

 When this interpretation was made it was not immediately incorporated into the "rules" 

listed on the back of the LSF Voucher, and indeed was poorly advertised!  When it was finally 

incorporated on the "new" form first issued two years ago, no copies were issued to Australia!  This 

was the fault of my Administration -- I am very sorry it happened.  I will have Pat Flinn send you 

some copies of the new forms. 

 

 David, rejection of Australia's request for a change is based on precedence. Another country, 

in a similar low-population density situation, sponsored nationwide Postals.  Canada was told no.  I 

must say no to Australia too. 

 

 What to do?  First, you need to encourage your members not to give up - they need to be 

encouraged to "grow their own competition" - that is what LSF is all about!  The Soaring 

Accomplishments Program was never said to be easy.  In my review of the files I found a letter 

written by LSF No. 1, in 1975 prior to the time anyone made Level V.  I am enclosing a copy - you 

will find the words encouraging.(This letter is reproduced after the current letter) 

 

 So David, consider using multiple-event-competitions currently in vogue here.  Consider a 

single contest, with multiple events; say one each for Unlimited, Standard and Two-Meter 
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Sailplanes.  All Sailplane classes fly three or more rounds of Durations.  John, a Level I, flew his 

Two-Meter Sailplane in all three events.  Since there were more than five contestants in each event, 

John has THREE LSF CONTESTS.  David, however is a Level IV.  Good luck though, he had top 

time for the day with his Unlimited Class Sailplane.  While there were only ten entries in Unlimited, 

there were more than 20 in all three events.  David has a Level V win!!!! 

 

 The Rule is; you can count your individual position in each event for competition 

requirements or your overall position counting all events.  What you cannot do is to choose  

less than all events to score an "overall", or score both events and overall. 

 

 If the individual events are of the same nature (say 10 minute duration) the raw score can be 

used for evaluating "overall standing".  If not, some sort of "normalising" must be done to each 

event so that an overall score can be calculated.  In this way you can have different events based on 

task rather than sailplane size. 

 

 Beyond that I have no further suggestions.  Perhaps Pat Flinn does - I will encourage him to 

contact you if he does. 

 

 When you get a copy of the new rules, please note other changes.  Section 6, Section 9, are 

old changes that ease the requirements.  Section 11, in addition to the clarification of Postal 

contests, please note that a 11-D-FAI World Records has been added.  Just to make certain, better 

read it all carefully! 

 

 I regret that this was not clarified sooner - I hope that the new words don't hurt the program 

in Australia -  that would be very sad.  Pat Flinn has the task to see that we do keep in touch - I 

know that I can count on him. 

  Sincerely, 

 H. Warren Plohr, President 

 LSF Executive Board 
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Letter From Scott Christensen:  (USA LSF 001) 
 

Mr. Dan Pruss, President,       3 March 1975 

League of Silent Flight. 

Dear Dan, 

 To begin with, thank you very much for the kind words in the latest LSF mailing.  Even 

though the beginnings of the League are now ancient history, it's nice to read that someone 

remembers it - and remembers it kindly.  For the record, there were four persons who founded the 

League and had a lot to do with getting it started.  The fourth person was Duane Hyer.  Duane was 

the man who designed the now-famous LSF logo.  I do not know if he ever went on to achieve his 

Level I membership but I do know that without him the League would have a different "face" today. 
 

 You know, back when the League was starting out, very few R/C pilots could be persuaded 

to try sailplane work.  Few people could see the challenge to working a thermal or flying off of 

cliffs.  But there were a few of us who were really hooked on this sport and it was this hard-core 

nucleus what wouldn't give-up preaching the sailplane gospel to anyone who would listen or watch 

our planes fly.  As you know this changed gradually to the point where we had enough pilots to 

form a small club and hold a contest or two.  Still the LSF existed separately from these activities 

and it too was gradually growing.  As Secretary, I was beginning to hear from grassroots locations 

all over the country.  The whole thing was beginning to snowball as more and more people in the 

modelling community, the modelling press and manufacturers began to see the potential of this 

sport.  Articles on soaring and the LSF became numerous and more and more of our initial "press 

releases" were being printed.  All through these times, up to the present, political pressure of one 

kind or another was being exerted on the League to affiliate one way or another, to endorse, to 

back, to change the format, etc. ... To its' credit, the League resisted these pressures and changed 

and modified only of its' own volition - never changing the basic principles of its' founding: That 

the League was equally behind the individual pilot as well as the group. 

 

 In the five plus years of its' existence there has never been - in my opinion - any need to 

change the basic Level Work requirements of the LSF.  The basic beginnings of the League were 

drawn up around the idea that anyone who attained a Level V flight proficiency was going to be a 

super pilot - skill-wise, equipment-wise and psychologically.  Also, that a Level V pilot would take 

years to develop if the program format remained unchanged.    This initial premise has remained 

true right up to this day. 

 

 A fella would have to be a blind idiot not to see the prestige, peer-acknowledgement and 

tremendous self-satisfaction attached to earning his Level V, let alone being the first one to do it!!  

But whoever that pilot is and wherever he comes from, he would always remember that his great 

personal achievement was based on the thousands of small achievements that members and 

aspirants of the League have been performing for years out of the same basic LSF format.  Any 

move to change this format and/or its' level work requirements would be cheating all of us who 

worked so hard to get to our various levels of achievement.  If a "big name" sailplane pilot earned 

his Level V first, it would be great.  If a "nobody" earned his Level V first, it would be equally as 

great in the eyes of the League and the modelling community.  However, if either of these pilots 

earned their Level V's because the format was altered to facilitate an "easier" Level V requirement 

sequence, then in my opinion, we all got the shaft - politically and literally. 

 

 You and I don't know each other and we've not met and the likelihood is that we will not 

meet.  But you and I have something very much in common and that is the LSF and its' integrity and 

validity.  When it was my turn to protect it from pressures of change and politics, I did my best to 

see that it was (1) believed in, and (2) defended because of that belief.  I fully expect you to do the 

same thing and I would suspect that I'm not alone.  It is not my "bag" to pull rank or dictate 



 30 

anything but as one of the individuals who saw this thing through from its' infancy and personally 

bankrolled it for a few hundred bucks, my opinion should be given some consideration. 

 

 Thank you for your time Dan, and I want you to know that if there is anything that I can do 

for the LSF that will insure its' longevity and integrity, I am available. 

 

Sincerely and Respectfully, 

Scott Christensen/LSF 001 

San Jose, California. 

 

 

 

(As published in LSF Aus. Newsletter No. 1 99/00) 

  

This is a letter received from the LSF in USA  in order to clarify a few points on what can and 

can't be considered eligible for submission toward level achievements.  This resulted after a 

request from an Australian member.  Reproduced here for your information, from 

John Vennerholm, Secretary, LSF (USA).. 

  

Rob (Benton), 

  Electric Thermal is OUT!  The rules specifically say under Section 11 - Competition 

(C), (1) Thermal event guideline ð- etc.. and as in Section 7 - Thermal Duration Flight, that the 

flight commences from release from the end of a towline.  The only variance to that rule has been 

the acceptance of Hand Launch in competition as for thermal flights and this was done years ago in 

recognition of HLG as a world-wide variation of TRUE soaring technology change. 

 We here in the US have had numerous other attempts to modify or dilute the original intent 

of the LSF Soaring Accomplishments Program tasks by asking for postal matches, electrical assist, 

rocket launch, hand toss for spot landings, Goal and Return tasks by flying laps instead of "out and 

back", and we have taken the following official stance with respect to all of these proposed 

alterations. 

 (1) All existing LSF Level holders have flown their tasks under the same set of original rules 

and limitations for over thirty years.  These tasks have proven to be formidable and are ALL still 

valid and challenging. 

 (2) To add methodology in the name of modernisation would only diminish or make 

meaningless the achievements of all existing achievers. 

 (3) Any capable soaring pilot can just as easily, (or even more easily) achieve his/her tasks 

with modern equipment, materials and technology and need not look for loopholes or ways to beat 

the system.  The whole intent of the LSF S.A.P. is to allow a pilot to perform against a set of 

universal standards.  They are still valid standards.  Why change what has been so successful? 

 As mentioned above, hand launch contests may be used as Competition Requirements if all 

other S.A.P. requirements are satisfied. 

 I don't know what you mean as "old timer" unless you mean gasoline or electric engine 

boost, which are expressly forbidden. 

 You know, Rob, a true soaring pilot won't try to or even need to use gimmicks to achieve 

tasks.  After all, The LSF S.A.P. is really only a set of comparative tasks, not an absolute measure.  

I've told others if they want an Electric Soaring Accomplishment Program, or any other kind of new 

program, to go ahead and start one up.  The LSF, officially has no problem with that.  That's fine for 

any other methodology too, just don't screw with LSF. 

 Good flying as you charge toward Level 5.  You'll enjoy every minute (and hour) of it, 

   LIFT, 

   John Vennerholm,  Secretary,  LSF. 
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Soaring Accomplishment Program ï  

Voucher for level    I II  III IV V  
Thermal Duration  
Minimum required time 

I  

5 minutes 
II  

15 minutes 
III  

30 minutes 
IV  

1 hour 
V 

2 hours 

 
Witness/es 

 
Date 

Actual time        

Actual time        
Slope Duration  
Minimum required time 

I  * 

15 minutes 

II  * 

1 hour 

III  * 

2 hours 

IV  * 

4 hours 

V * 

8 hours 

 
Witness/es 

 
Date 

Actual time        
                                         * See Soaring Accomplishments Requirements summary.    

Spot Landing  Distance Witness Date Distance Witness Date 
Level I : at 3 meters 

(9.84 ft) 
      

Level II : at 1.5 meters 
(4.92 ft) 

      

       

       

       

Goal & Return  
Minimum required goal 

III 
1 Km 
(0.62 mile) 

IV 
2 Km 
(1.24mile) 

V 
10 Km 
(6.2 mile) 

 
Witnesses 

 
Date 

Actual goal distance      

   

Comp. requirements  
Min. No. of entrants 
Minimum performance 

II  

5 
1 place or 

3,000 points 

III  

10 
2 places or 
4,500 points 

IV  

15 
1 win and 2 places 

or 6,000 points 

V 

20 
3 wins and 

12,000 points 
 
Minimum of six 
Contests required. 

     Your        Winning 

[            ÷               ] 

    Score          Score 

 
 

X      100      X 

    No. of           Final 

[           -         +  1  ] = Points 

entrants      stndg 

Official/Location/Date 

[            ÷               ] 

 

X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

[            ÷               ] 

 

X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

[            ÷               ] 

 

X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

[            ÷               ] 

 

X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

[            ÷               ] 
 
X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

[            ÷               ] 
 
X      100      X [           -         +  1  ] = 

 

                   Total Points   
 
All correspondence  
To the LSF should  
Include at least 4  
Postage stamps.  

I hereby certify that all requirements recorded on this voucher were performed by me in full 
accordance with all criteria of The League of Silent Flight Soaring Accomplishments Program.  

Name                                                                        Signature  
 

Address                                                                    City                             State                      Postcode  
 

LSF No.                                   FAI No.                                                                                     Date of Birth  
 

 

 

 

 

League of Silent Flight  
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Soaring accomplishments  

Section 1 ï INTRODUCTION 
The LSF Soaring Accomplishments Program consists of sequential 
performance tests or "Levels," as they shall be referred to hereafter, for flying 
radio controlled (R/C) model sailplanes which meet current FAI 
specifications. 
 
Section 2 - LEVEL I (PRIMARY) 
The performance tasks pursuant to Level I are presented in the Soaring 
Accomplishments Program Requirements Summary, Section 12.  Upon 
completion and documentation of the Level I tasks, the Aspirant must submit 
the performance documentation voucher to the LSF Executive Board for 
membership enrolment.  After acceptance of the voucher, the LSF Executive 
Board will award the Member his LSF number and remit a Level II 
performance documentation voucher.  The Member may then display a Red 
I centred immediately below a Soaring Accomplishments Program insignia, 
and his LSF number. 
 
Section 3 - LEVELS II THROUGH IV (INTERMEDIATE) 
As in the previous Level, the vouchers are submitted, accepted and a 
voucher for the next Level is returned.  As earned. the Red II will be 
displayed to the immediate left of the Soaring Accomplishments Program 
insignia, the III to the right, and the IV centred immediately above the 
insignia. 
 
Section 4 - LEVEL V (ADVANCED) 
Level V is formulated to recognize advanced knowledge, skill and 
determination in R/C model soaring.  Skill in slope soaring is mandatory, as 
Level V is intended to delineate extensive experience in all facets of R/C 
model soaring.  The earned silver V will be displayed immediately above the 
Red IV. 
 
Section 5 ï WITNESSES 
Verification of each task of each Level requires the signature of qualified 
witnesses. The approved witnesses for non-competitive requirements shall 
be: 
(a) Level I: One witness, over 21 years of age, who is not related to the pilot, 
or one witness, holding Level I status or higher, who is not related to the 
pilot. 
(b) Level II: Same as for Level I. 
(c) Level III: Two witnesses, as in Level I. 
(d) Level IV: Same as for Level III. 
(e) Level V: Two witnesses, each holding Level II status or higher, who are 
not related to the pilot. The approved witness for competitive requirements 
shall be either the Contest Director or Official Scorer. 
 
Section 6 ï PROCEDURES 
The tasks required at all Levels must be performed with the following 
restrictions: (a) all work done at Level I must commence after the voucher is 
received: (b) requirements for the subsequent Levels may be achieved any 
time after the previous Level form has been postmarked.  However, these 
said requirements will be nullified if the postmarked form sent is returned due 
to errors or incompleteness: (c) a single performance may be used for only 
one Level. 
 
Section 7 - THERMAL DURATION FLIGHT 
A thermal duration flight commences at the time of release from the end of a 
towline.  The distance from the extreme end of towline, at the winch, hi-start 
hold-down, towman, vehicle, or towline return device to the attach point at 
the model shall be no more than 300 meters (984.3 feet). Tow men and 
vehicles shall be limited to a maximum of sixty (60) seconds from launch to 
towline release.  Towing by means of aircraft or other airborne devices is 
expressly forbidden. The flight shall be deemed a thermal duration flight if, in 
the opinion of the pilot and witnesses, the lift being used to remain aloft is 
primarily attributable to thermal activity. Termination must be with a landing 
within 200 meters (656.2 feet) of the launch point, which is the point at which 
the model first becomes airborne. 
 
Section 8 - SLOPE DURATION FLIGHT 
A slope duration flight commences with either a simple hand-launch or a 
launch from the end of a towline, as defined in Section 7. 

The flight shall be deemed a slope duration flight if, in the opinion of the pilot and 
witnesses, the lift being used to remain aloft is primarily attributable to wave-action or 
winds blowing upslope on a ridge, hill, cliff, wall, etc.  Termination must be with a 
landing within 200 meters (656.2 feet) of the launch point. 
 
Section 9 - PRECISION SPOT LANDING 
A precision spot landing is accomplished by landing the sailplane so that the extreme 
forward tip of the nose or forward most point of the longitudinal centreline, at rest, is 
within the required distance from the centre of a designated spot on the ground.  All 
precision spot landing flights must commence with a launch meeting the specifications 
for towline lengths and methods outlined in Section 7, except that the towline shall be 
not less than 75 meters (246.1 feet) in length.  The landing shall be voided if the 
model jettisons or loses parts, comes to rest in an inverted position, or touches any 
person or object while landing.  However, contact with a spot-marker which does not 
noticeably impede the flight or landing of the model is permissible. 
 
Section 10 - GOAL AND RETURN FLIGHT 
A goal and return flight is a thermal duration flight which commences with a launch as 
specified in Section 7.  After towline release, the sailplane must be flown over the 
launch point and then to a pre-designated goal a minimum straight-line distance away, 
as specified in the Soaring Accomplishments Program, Requirements Summary, 
Section 12, and back to the launch point.  Termination must be with a landing within 
200 meters (656.2 feet) of the launch point. 
 
Section 11 - COMPETITION 
Competition requirements specified in the Soaring Accomplishments Program, 
Requirements Summary, Section 12, may be fulfilled only in LSF recognised contests 
which are defined to be those meeting the following specifications: 
 
A - Size 
All contestants must compete at the same location on the same date. 
(1) Level II - Five (5) or more participants 
(2) Level III - Ten (10) or more participants 
(3) Fifteen (15) or more participants 
(4) Twenty (20) or more participants 
 
B - Rounds 
Three or more separate opportunities to score 
 
C - Events 
Fifty percent (50%) or more of the contest events must adhere to at least one of the 
following guidelines: 
(1) Thermal Event Guideline - Extended thermal duration, distance, or speed:      
precision aerobatics, or altitude. 
(2) Slope Events Guideline - Duration, distance, speed, precision aerobatics, or       
altitude. 
 
Two alternative methods of scoring may be used to meet competition requirements.  
Either the Place System, where a place is recognized to be First (1st), Second (2nd), 
or Third (3rd) in the final standings of a contest: or the Competition Points System, 
where a minimum total of competition points from any six (6) contestants may be 
used.  Competition points are computed by first dividing the participant's score by the 
winner's score and multiplying by 100; then, multiplying the resultant value by one (1) 
plus the number of lower standing contestants.  A minimum of six (6) contests must 
be flown no matter which scoring method is used. 
 
Example    (a) Winner earns a score of 531. 
                 (b) Participant earns a score of 312. 
                 (c) Participant beats 5 other contestants. 
                 (d) Participant's Competitions Points are: 

                       312 · 531 x 100 x (1 + 5) = 352 
 
D - FAI World Records 
The establishing of a world record - recognized by the Federation Aeronautique 
Internationale - shall constitute the requirements for a contest win.  However, six 
contests or records or a combination of six contests and records must be recorded on 
all performance vouchers from Level II through Level V.  The 12,000 point 
requirement must also be fulfilled for Level V. 

Section 12 ï SUMMARY OF REQUIREMENTS 

Requirements  
                      Level  

Primary  Intermediate  Advanced  

I II III IV V 

Thermal Duration 5 Minutes 15 Minutes 30 Minutes 1 Hour 2 Hours 

Slope Duration 15 Minutes* 1 Hour* 2 Hours* 4 Hours* 8 Hours 

Precision Spot 
Landings 

5 Landings 
3m (9.84 ft) or less 

10 Landings 1.5m 
(4.92 ft) or less 

None None None 

Goal and Return None None 1 Km (0.62 mile) 2 Km (1.24 miles) 10Km (6.2 miles) 

Competition None 6 Contests** 
with 1 place or 
3,000 points 

6 Contests** 
with 2 places or 
4,500 points 

6 Contests** 
with 2 places and 1 
win or 6,000 points 

6 Contests** 
with 12,000 points 
including 3 wins 

*A second Thermal flight which meets the basic Thermal Duration requirements for this Level may be flown in lieu of the Slope Duration 
requirement. 
**See Section 11 ï D (FAI World Records). 
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LSF/USA ï Competition Proposals 1971 

 

The following article is taken from the Jan/Feb 1971 edition of ñZEPHYRò, an American modelling 

magazine dedicated solely to R/C gliders and contains proposals by the newly formed LSF/USA in 

an effort to create a sound structure for Glider competitions. 

 

A. THERMAL COMPETITION  
Task I ï Duration  ï FAI Provisional Rules for Class ñAò competition gliders. 

Concept: The object is to remain aloft for 10 minutes (or less as established by the Contest  

  Director), but no more than 11 minutes and land in a 25 meter (82 ft) diameter circle, 

  coming to rest with the nose of the model within the circle. 

 

Task II ï Duration 

Concept: To remain aloft after tow release for as long as possible or until a specified  

  maximum flight time is achieved, descend within three minutes after the   

  specified maximum time and land. 

 

Task III ï Precision 

Concept: The object of the Precision event is to fly for an exact and pre-determined time  

  period of time which is clocked from the instant of towline release to the instant of 

  landing touchdown.  When a Precision event incorporates a landing requirement, the 

  task demands the combination of precise flight time with precise flying accuracy. 

 

Task IV ï Distance 

Concept: To fly as many laps as possible (maximum closed-course distance) between two  

  parallel planes set 150 metres (492 ft) apart, in a specified time limit. 

 

Task V ï Speed 

Concept: To fly in the minimum time (maximum speed), a pre-determined closed-course  

  distance between two parallel planes 150 metres (492 ft) apart. 

 

B. SLOPE SOARING COMPETITION  

Task VI ï Closed Circuit Distance/Speed 

Concept: The objective is to make as many passes between the two pylons placed 100 meters 

  apart on the hill or slope within six minutes, landing in an area 50 by 100 metres  

  within seven minutes, with a landing score awarded. 

 

Task VII ï Pylon/Speed 

Concept: The object is to race competitively against more than one R/C sailplane in the air at 

  one time for 5 circuits around pylons placed a fixed distance apart on the face of a 

  cliff or slope. 

 

C. AEROBATICS FOR R/C GLIDERS  

Concept: The objective is to perform precise aerobatic manoeuvres to be scored by a selected 

  number of judges in the same manner as the AMA pattern contests for powered  

  model aircraft. 

 

D. SCALE SAILPLANE COMPETITION  

Concept: The object is to provide the exact scale miniature of a full size sailplane, capable of 

  duplicating the flight characteristics and operational features of the original, coupled 

  with a good capability of utilizing thermals on flat land or slope lift, and having the 

  appearance of a real sailplane in the air. 
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The Electrical Soaring Achievement Program ð ESAP 

A Proposed Soaring Achievement Program  

For Electric -powered R/C Sailplanes  12/19/2013  

Introduction  

  Over the past few years, modern technology has made the electric powered 
sailplane more and more viable.  The convenience and ability to operate from fields 
smaller than those required for a histart or winch launch have contributed to many 
new pilots being  introduced to R/C soaring and revitalized that interest in others . 
In recent years, the development and subsequent maturity of a device that limits 
the altitude of the launch achieved by an electric powered sailplane has made 
practical the advent of Alti tude Limited Electric Soaring (ALES) competitions.     

 The leadership of the League of Silent Flight would like to integrate those 
pilots who fly electric -powered sailplanes into the League of Silent Flight (LSF) 
without modifying or disturbing the existi ng SAP.   As the By Laws of the LSF do not 
allow modifications to the existing LSF Soaring Achievement Program (SAP), we 
are proposing a parallel  SAP for ALES equipped sailplanes.  

  Adoption of this parallel SAP will require a  vote of the LSF active 
member ship to modify Article VI  ð MEMBERSHIP Section 2d to include  completion 
of Level I of the SAP or the parallel SAP as a requirement for LSF membership.  
According to ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS  Section 1  of the LSF By  Laws, this can 
be accomplished with a si mple majority  vote.   

Considerations for a parallel SAP  

 Any parallel SAP should:  

¶         Be as challenging and as close as possible to the original LSF SAP which has, 

over its lifetime, demonstrated the capability to help R/C soaring pilots hone their 
soaring skills.  

¶         Be as easily managed as the current LSF SAP.  

¶         Integrate rather than òpigeonholeó the electric pilots into the LSF.  Pilots 

completing Level I of the parallel program will be bona fide members of the LSF.  
There will be one  LSF with two parallel SAPõs.  

Final draft of ESAP Proposal - 12/19/2013  

Introduction  

 The Executive Board of the LSF is proposing the creation of a parallel 
soaring accomplishment program for electric powered sailplanes.  After the 60 
day comment period, the final version is presented , along with required changes 
to the LSF Bylaws.  This p rogram will allow pilots of properly equipped electric 
powered sailplanes to participate in their own soaring accomplishment program 
and become full members of the League of Silent Flight.  To accomplish this task, 
certain bylaws of  the League of Silent F light will need to be amended.  None of 
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these bylaws are under the special bylaws pertaining to the existing soaring 
accomplishment program and their amendment, if passed by a vote of the LSF  
membership will not  impact the existing soaring accomplishment program.   

 The LSF Executive Board is asking all LSF members to study the proposed 
electric soaring accomplishment program and the amendments to the LSF bylaws 
necessary to move forward with its creation and implementation then vote their 
conscience on th e proposal.  In deference to the holidays, shortly after January 1, 
2014, active LSF members will receive, via email, a ballot upon which a vote for or 
against the amendment of the bylaws can be cast .  Ballots will be sent, 
electronically to a committee t hat will count the ballots and report the results to 
the Executive Board as a majority of the LSF Board is for  the amendments, only a 
simple majority of the votes cast is needed to amend or not amend the bylaws .  

 The LSF Board extends its thanks to those who participated in the 
discussion concerning the proposal on the LSF Forum or made comments to Board 
members over the past sixty days.  Your inputs were a help in creating this 
proposal.   

The proposed  parallel SAP  

 The proposed parallel SAP, hereafter referred to as the ESAP, will use 
exactly the same tasks ,contest requirements, and rules as the existing SAP.  The 
only change will be the following which replaces the 1 st paragraph of Section 7 ð 
THERMAL DURATION FLIGHT .  

 The current version:  

A thermal duration flight commences at the time of release from the end of a 
towline.  The distance from the extreme end of towline, at the winch, hi -start hold -
down, towman, vehicle, or towline return device to the attach point at the model 
shall be no more than 30 0 meters (984.3 feet).  Tow men and vehicles shall be 
limited to a maximum of sixty (60) seconds from launch to towline release.  Towing 
by means of aircraft or other airborne devices is expressly forbidden.  

 The ESAP version:  

All thermal duration tasks wi ll be attempted with an electric sailplane equipped 
with an altitude limiting device set to a maximum launch height of 200 meters 
(656.17 feet) and a maximum motor run time of 30 seconds.  The flight commences 
when the sailplane leaves the pilot or a helpe rõs hand or when the sailplane leaves 
the ground if a rise -off -ground take -off is used.  A motor restart will void the flight 
even if the task target is achieved.  

LSF ESAP Proposal 

The LSF Election Committee has processed and counted the ballots. Thanks to all who 
took the time to study the proposal and vote. Out of 709 ballots sent out, 231 were 
returned and the vote was 198 ï yes and 33 ïno. Therefore, the proposal passes by a 
simple majority and the By Laws outlined in the proposal will be changed to allow the 
creation of a completely separate  ESAP. We will try to get the details of the ESAP ready 
to go at the LSF Board meeting at Toledo and perhaps have entry blanks available there 
and online at that time. Check the LSF web site (www.silentflight.org) for announcements 
in the coming weeks.  

http://www.silentflight.org/
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The following Ode is taken From Aspectivity 175, October 1986 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The League Of Silent Flight  (another poem) 

A gentle swish of line, then silent soaring 

No loud outburst of engine, roaring roaring 

You watch the silent fliers on their day, 

The urge to be a member is here to stay. 

A bit of balsa, some plywood too, 

Some instant set, and epoxy glue, 

Some pleasant hours by day or night, 

and you are ready for silent flight. 

At first you wonder, will it fly, 

But soon it's soaring in the sky, 

Now this is not fettered flight, 

This is The League of Silent flight. 

You practice for the gliding meet, 

And try to land it at your feet, 

The time is checked, now three, then four, 

And still you need three minutes more. 

You dodge the tree, and a standard class 

And coax it down on the lumpy grass, 

The spot is missed but that's all right, 

You're in the League of Silent flight. 

That Level I is hard to get, 

Those elusive landings make you fret, 

Next Level II, you're doing all right, 

At becoming proficient in silent flight. 

You struggle hard for Level IV, 

and now there's just one level more, 

You reach it at last in the fading light, 

An expert, in the League of Silent flight. 

Courtesy FSS Silent Flyer. 
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Youôre LSF 

 
League of Silent Flight  

 
   A slim, graceful long-winged craft arcs upward smoothly and steeply into the summer sky, 
accompanied only by the faint whistle of air accelerating past its gleaming surfaces.  All eyes focus 
on the machine as it dwindles with each passing second ï a surging aerial trout playing out yards 
of taut singing line. A tiny óchuteô blossoms and gently returns a shining nylon filament to earth.  
Someone hurries to pluck the blossom before it touches and soon another, then another sailplane 
seeks the sun. Little sound or movement is evident among the small group of pilots whose gaze 
pierces the sky.  Yet there is tension and keen anticipation; all are alert for the tiny, almost 
indiscernible lift of a wing that signals a bubble of rising air.  Now a turn, and a tightening sweep 
into the lift.  The pilot curves his ship upward, betraying satisfaction by just the hint of a smile and a 
noticeable relaxation.  Minutes, perhaps an hour later the sailplane reappears at lower altitude and 
is electronically grooved to a perfect landing on the grass at the feet of its once remote master.  
Such a scene is repeated and re-created thousands of times during the soaring season all over the 
world. 
   Who are these people, what are they doing- and why? 
   They are R/C Soaring Enthusiasts: imaginative individuals who prefer to do their thing by piloting 
sleek, radio controlled model sailplanes.  Why?  A million answers, yet no answers.  To ask is to 
miss the point; to do and to be is enough, while sharing a carefully kept secret.  They know close 
fellowship, companionship with the birds and the wind, and a supreme challenge. 
   In these frantic times which seem, more than ever, ñfull of sound and fury, signifying nothingò, 
there is an oasis; cool, clean, quiet and very personal.  The serenity is available to each of us ï just 
for the asking.  Those who pause to refresh themselves at the spring always return or, having 
found it, never depart. 
   The League of Silent flight was formed to accommodate pilots of like mind and interest; to codify 
and give voice to the soaring spirit; to provide a framework within which each soaring pilot may 
share an easy camaraderie with another while sharpening flying skills in a worldwide accepted 
discipline of growth and achievement.  Members of the League, or LSF as it is known, have ñbeen 
thereò; have tasted silent flight and the sense of belonging.  But to know is not always to say ï for 
fear that speech and proclamation of oneôs innermost feelings may sever the tenuous bonds.  and 
so LSF prefers a quiet program wherein its members, at their own pace, may acquire soaring skills 
through self-imposed discipline, perseverance and a search for understanding.  We seek to know 
our environment, to probe its secrets by attempting increasingly difficult tasks.  By so doing, we 
begin to discover ourselves. 
   Do you fly?  Can you launch a motor less craft, keep it aloft for an hour or more by seeking out lift 
ï wherever it may be?  If so, youôre LSF!  Can you land unerringly, say ten times within five feet of 
a spot chosen by someone elseò  If you can, youôre LSF.  Have you the patience and the stamina 
to brave hours of biting wind and squint into the blistering sun while trying to navigate a tricky slope 
in turbulence?  You have?  Then youôre LSF.  Competitive spirit? Can you accumulate several 
thousand points in flight competition with your peers in six contests; against others of your kind 
who try as hard - or even harder ï to win?  Thought so; youôre definitely LSF.  Do the names Harris 
Hill, Torrey Pines, Die Wasserkuppe create that wanderlust feeling?  Aha!  You are LSF. 
   And how shall you be known, one to another?  By your deeds and sportsmanship ï and by a 
small, white soaring gull intertwined with the sky-blue letters ñLSFò, proudly worn over your heart 
and displayed on the wings of your timeless machine. 
   We wonôt try to find you, but if youôre our kind, youôll find us. 

 



 38 

NEWSLETTER EXTRACTS  

(The following items are selected extracts from various LSF Newsletters and include; 

items considered to be of general interest, reports of 3 LSF members and the final 

tasks to achieve their Level V status, types of models flown at different times, and 

many other items ) 

 

1981 ï March Newsletter 
SPONSORS FOR 1981 LSF NATIONALS 

The Hobby Warehouse  Underwood Qld.  Futaba 3 Channel 

Mikes Models  Frankston Vic  JR 2 Channel and Marks Wanderer Glider 

Ansett Airlines    1 Return Ticket Tasmania ï Melbourne 

Australian Balsa Co.    Presentation Pack of a large selection of Balsa 

Futaba Sales  Caufield Vic  Grand Esprit Glider Kit 

Model Flight  Adelaide ï Sydney JR 4 Channel FM (2+2) Radio All Nicad set F4C-2FV 

ANZ Bank  Jerilderie  Trophy 

A.B.C. Models Box Hill Vic   QB 1800 Glider Kit 

Airborne Magazine    Trophy & 12 month subscription 

Australian Radio Modeller   Trophy & 12 month subscription 

P.A.R.C.S.     Perpetual Trophy 

Jerilderie Shire Council 

Jerilderie Racecourse Committee 

 

July 1981 Newsletter 
STOP PRESS A Perpetual Trophy for LSF POSTAL GRAND CHAMPION has been donated by 

ORCHARD HOBBIES, Niddrie Vic. 

 

1981 October Newsletter  ï Some 1981 Jerilderie Tournament Model Specs. 

CODE:  R-Rudder  E-Elevator  A-Aileron  H-Releasing Towhook  S-Spoilers  Loading Oz/Sq Ft. 

         SPAN LOADING 
John Borrill 
Big Birdie Bridie Kit R/E/S Coverite       99   6.0 
Stretched RCM Viking 1350sq in Coverite Wing Tissue T/Plane R/E/S 130   7.5 
Bruce Burns 
Aquilla Sunbury F/Glass Fus. R/E/S-H       99   7.8 
Bird of Time Sunbury F/Glass Fus. R/E/S-H    118   8.3 
Dave Meson 
Stretched 2Metre Algebra R/E Foam/Obechi Excelcote Eppler 205 Wing   99   8.0 
Modified Brian Laging Overcast Design R/E/S-H 98oz 
Foam/Balsa Sheet Wing/Tail F/Glass Fuz.    148   8.2 
Rob Benton 
Airtronics Aquilla R/E/S/H        99   7.0 
RCM Bird of Time 9% T/Chord Coverite Silkspun R/E-H   118 10.0 
Max Kroger 
Big Birdie Kit R/E Excellcote        99   8.0 
RCM Bird of Time Sunbury F/Glass Fuz. R/E/S-H    118 10.0 
Allan Beake 
Olympic II Kit Excellcote R/E/S-H       99 Unk. 
Paragon R/E/S-H       118 Unk. 
Allan Lowe 



 39 

Sunbird 205 Foam/Balsa/¾ Cloth Wing 10.5% T/Chord R/E-H 42oz   98   8.5 

Paragon R/E Micro Cover 46oz      118   6.3 

 

1983 November Newsletter 
ñOh the chill west wind doth blow, And the cold rain doth rain, 

Oh would that my Love were in my arms, And I in my bed again.ò 

Peter Mather 

1984/85 ï Newsletter NO. 2 
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1984 April Newsletter No. 14 
The following Postal competition result is included to show the interest throughout the states, their 

LSF Levels and the models that they flew. 

Postal Comp No. 3 ï 1983/1984 

(FAI Thermal, 8 in 11 & Spot Landing) 

  LSF Level State  Model 

John Skinner  1 Tas  OD 50ò Saggita-ish 

Steve Ralph  2 Tas  OD 2m Prophet-ish 

Dave Morgan  4 NSW  Sagitta 

Eddie Smith  4 SA  Bird of Time 

Chris Barrenger 3 Tas  144ò OD. .8.5lb! 

Graeme Blackman 3 Vic  112ò OD ñKullari2ò 

Geoff Vincent  4 Vic  OD ñCloudbuster4ò 

Rob Benton  4 Vic  Marjalie 

Charles Wyatt  2 Vic  Big Birdie 

R Stothers  1 Vic  Mirage 

Greg Weller  1 NSW  Metrick 2m 

Peter White  2 Vic  Bird of Time 

Robert Sellars  1 Vic  Overcast 

Rick Harris  2 NSW  Modified Aquila 

W Proctor  1 Vic  Own Design 

R Wilkins  1 Vic  Aquila 

Ray Colley  2 Qld  120ò OD 

Mal Pring  4 SA  2m OD ñSkyliner 2000ò 

Helmjut Antschak 1 Qld  Ricochet 

Don Ash  3 Vic  Ricochet 

Frank Robinson 3 Qld  2m 

Graeme Emms  1 WA  Miri 120 (Brand new) 

Gordon Loan  1 WA  Alpha 

Max Kroger  4 Vic  Ricochet 

Greg Hayden  1 NSW  Modified Aquila 

Dave Hall  1 WA  Hi-Fly 

Bruce Gent  1 Vic  Pilot Reiher 2500 

 

1984  July Newsletter No. 1 
é.. from Steve & Meryl Weissner after their first visit to Jerilderie. 

HIS VIEW  

This was my first Jerilderie and the best competition Iôve been to.  I had heard stories of 

great interstate rivalry and the need to group together on the same channels etc.  Meryl and I 

decided not to worry about all this and just take things as they came.  The result was that we ended 

up with five of the nicest people you could hope to meet, who bent over backwards all weekend and 

gave us all the assistance one could hope for.  This to me seemed to typify Jerilderie.  It also gave 

me a chance to attach faces to a lot of names I had previously only read about. 

I had a terrific time and Iôll be back next year. 

Finally, I was very aware throughout the weekend that a lot of effort had been put in by a 

handful of very dedicated people to make this event what it was.  I hope that one day the rest of us 

will be able to return the favour. 

HER VIEW  

No wonder people speak so highly of the Jerilderie LSF comp.  Weôve just joined the 

regulars for the first time and had such fun you can expect to see us there next year.  Everything ran 

smoothly and quickly without military rigidness, thanks to C.D. Dave Meson.  It was evident the 

hard work had been done before the comp. in working out the teams and draw etc. to enable 
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efficient running.  By grouping people into teams of 7 or 8 there were always plenty of helpers 

available when needed.  This also meant everyone had an opportunity to relax despite the intensity 

of competition.  It was a much more pleasant time of year for a comp. than the height of summer 

(when the Nats. were held), which leaves everyone physically and mentally exhausted ï it was a 

pleasure to do a hand tow é even if only to warm up! 

Jerilderie offers more than the competition ï thereôs the social side as well.  The dinner on 

Saturday night was a great success with most people joining in the fun of the paper plane 

competition.  On other nights it was a pleasure to meet where the others were gathering to eat and 

find yourself joining in any number of conversations in the course of the evening.  I was pleased to 

see so many families there, which I hadnôt expected. 

Jerilderie would have to be the comp. Iôve enjoyed the most so far.  I like the days of 

competition and the evenings allowed us to enjoy the company of everyone there ï not always 

possible at a one-day comp.  See you next year! 

(Note: Over a period of time both Weissners  had a lot of success at Jerilderie; Steve came 2
nd

 in 

1984 & 1985, won in 1986, won the Tournament of Champions in 1987 after coming third in the 

main event with Meryl a very close second). 

 

1984/85 Newsletter No. 2 
AND NOW FROM CHRIS BARRENGER ON TASSIE GLIDING 

 Following Jerilderie, Dave(Meson) asked if I could put a few notes together outlining the 

gliding situation in Tassie.  There are four R/C Clubs in the State, two in the Hobart area and two in 

the Launceston area.  The membership totals about 110, with about only twenty of these being 

interested enough in gliders to actually fly them òoccasionallyò.  Only about nine are ñactiveò LSF 

members. 

 Ten years ago it was common to have as many as twenty contestants at a thermal contest, 

but with the advent of F3B contests, we seemed to lose 3 or 4 and then a few more people dropped 

out until we arrived with the situation of about ten regular ñdiehardsò who kept the contest scene 

going over the last five years.  Fortunately interest seems to have risen somewhat in the last two 

years and a spate of contests have been run, although we had to have three attempts to get the 1984 

Open Duration Championships under way because of bad weather.  Just after Easter this year, the 

Southern Model Sailplane club in Hobart (about 10 members) organised an R/C glider seminar at an 

Adult Education camp in Campbell Town.  About seventeen Tasmanians were interested enough to 

enrol for the weekend.  The department sponsored Ralph Learmont to come over and run the event, 

which consisted of flying demonstrations and contests through the day, and discussions in the 

evening.  The weekend had something for everyone, and was a tremendous success. 

 As regards the type of models being flown, most people had been content to persist with 

your typical lightweight duration type model.  Unfortunately we have had a very windy last few 

years and of course this type of model has not coped at all.  During this period Steve Ralph, John 

Skinner and myself had been dabbling with and recently achieved fairly good results with F3B 

models.  It didnôt take long to realise the advantages these models have when the weather isnôt quite 

as perfect as one might like, and so we set to and tried to apply some of the advantages of F3B 

models to duration models.  The result were the models John and I brought over to Jerilderie.  

Whilst a little heavy and maybe at a slight disadvantage on a frosty morning in more ñaverageò 

conditions, they work very well.  They have been designed around large size, large chord (high 

Reynoldôs Number and therefore efficiency), generous moment and high strength.  We felt the 

strength factor was very important, allowing us to launch fast and high, dive quickly when required 

and land not quite so perfectly as you appear to have to in a contest, and still be in one piece for the 

next round. 

 Since Jerilderie ô84, our line of experimentation is with flaps.  We had discussed the merits 

of flaps and various ways of coupling them to elevators and ailerons with Ralph Learmont when he 

was over here.  Having seem Max Krogerôs Ricochet and Geoff Vincentôs modified Kestrel 

perform, we feel there is a definite advantage to be gained for both F3B and duration models.  So 
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much so that John has just put flaps into his F3B model last week ï he has only tested it on the 

slope, but both he and Steve feel it will be three to four seconds faster in speed (which puts him 

down to 20 seconds!), coupled with a much lower stalling speed.  John is about to upgrade his R/C 

gear to a Multiplex Royal system to get all the mixing functions he wants.  Look out up there!  

Steve has got one of his Majali wings flapped and should be testing his soon.  We also had the good 

fortune to meet a West German university student touring Tasmania a few months ago, who just 

happens to be studying aerodynamics at the University where Prof. Eppler works.  He sent us over 

co-ordinates of some of his latest airfoils for models.  We will be trying them out and will forward 

any of the ñgood onesò through the newsletter.  Hope my ramblings have been of some interest, 

regards to all of whom we met at Jerilderie, 

Chris Barrenger 

AIR PRESSURE & ALTITUDE  

First the lesson, (with apologies to those who already know). 

In ISA (International Standard Atmosphere), the average sea level pressure of the air called Static 

pressure is 1013 millibars or 14.7 lbs. per Ǐò, this pressure is caused by the gravity of the earth 

acting on the air around it. 

Static pressure exists everywhere and acts upon everything.  Just imagine for a moment 

what would happen if you took a box and removed the air pressure from inside (create a vacuum), 

the external pressure still being 14.7 per Ǐò would crush it with immense force. 

Pressure reduces with altitude such that at 18,000 ft., it is about half that of sea level, this 

reduction or lapse rate as it is called is approx. 30 ft per millibar or in simple terms, approx ½ lb less 

per 1,000 ft. of altitude. 

Now imagine if you will, your beautiful new glider with plastic heat-shrink wing covered 

wings, stab. and rudder, all nicely sealed with painstaking care, youôre ready to launch into the wild 

blue yonder.  The pressure inside and outside those wings is standard (14.7 lb. Ǐò).  Bang, your foot 

goes down on the winch switch and in no time your bird is thermally nicely and youôre as proud as 

punch.  Before long sheôs thermalled up to say 1,000ô and lazily circling in the sky, but wait, what 

has happened to the pressure inside your nicely sealed wings?  Answer, nothing, itôs remained the 

same, but the air pressure in which the glider now finds itself however is considerably less.  

(Remember 1,000ô equals İ lb. per Ǐò less pressure), result İ lb. per Ǐò or 72 lb.  per Ǐò more 

pressure inside than out.  What happens to those wings, the simple answer is that they expand or 

balloon because of the extra pressure trapped inside your sealed up heat-shrink.  The mind boggles 

at what happens to the shape of the wing section, the strain must be tremendous. 

Have you ever noticed after getting home from a dayôs flying, that the covering, all nicely 

sealed down onto the cap strips before, has now unsealed itself, or have you ever watched a fellow 

pilot flying his glider with no problems and suddenly for no apparent reason, a wing fails and down 

it comes.  I pose the question, I wonder if his wings and yours, are totally sealed and airtight. 

The answer of course, is to make sure that the air pressure can equalise by having some form 

of escape hatch.  In full size, particularly fabric covered gliders, there are small holes under the 

trailing edge of the wing to let out both condensation and air, and thus the problem is resolved.  A 

couple of small pin holes under your wing will suffice and of course a hole through each rib to 

equalise all areas of trapped air, but please donôt forget the stabs., rudder, and each flap and aileron.  

Who knows, sticking a pin in your model might just save it from a nasty end. 

DAVO(Meson) 

1987/88 Newsletter No. 4 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Well, another year has come and gone since Jerilderie 87.  Plans are well in 

advance for our 88 contest, which even though no Federal funding came to pass, will still 

be called our BICENTENIAL TOURNAMENT . 
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 The most significant event (according to me, and I m biased as you will see), was 

the final completion of my Level V with an 8 hour slope flight on Anstey s Hill in Adelaide 

on 15th Jan, 1988.  It s an unexplainable feeling of elation when  it finally comes to pass.  It 

took about 5 minutes after the completion of the task for the realization to sink in that it 

was finally over.  As Martin Simons said in a letter to after the event, What do you do for 

the rest of your life, Mal? 

 Well , I said, I have never won a Nationals Glider event, for a start .  Plenty of 

places, but never a win.  I have never won a Jerilderie either . So plenty still remains to 

do.  Since winning the last contest late last year, I realized how uptight I had become in my 

flying.  Now the pressure is off, and I am relaxing, the other contestants are having to 

watch out.  Last Sunday, in a club contest, over three flights I had 2 seconds total error, 

with 3 metres total distance!  I felt sorry for Ken Watson who is flying extremely well this 

year, when he commented about what he had to do to win a contest.  (His scores were 

very close to mine).  He will be the gunnywhup  if he goes to Jerilderie.  Seriously though, 

the harder I tried last year, the worse I got.  It took me 3 and half years win that last 

contest. 

 A full report has been sent to Bruce Abell, and to Murray Scott detailing various 

aspects of the out and back and the 8 hour slope, so I will not go into detail here.  But 

remember, those tasks are only able to be completed with the help of other L.S.F. 

members and in this regard I must acknowledge the help and perseverance of Eddie 

Smith, Colin Purvis and Ken Watson along with their other halves, especially my own wife, 

who put up with many early morning departures and time preparing for the challenge. 

 I have had confirmation from the U.S.A. that my Level V is the first achieved outside 

of the U.S.A.  The L.S.F. has chapters in Canada, England, Switzerland, W. Germany, 

Denmark, Austria, India, Mexico and Italy.  It looks like my Level V number will be around 

60 (actually 62nd).  In a letter to me from Peter Waplinger (Simon s equivalent in the 

States), he wishes all L.S.F. members here in Aust, a cheery Hello . 

 

1988/1989 Newsletter No. 4 
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1989/90  Newsletter No. 2 
The Old Clark Y  
By Martin Simons 

 
After the talk I gave at Jerilderie (1989) I was surprised to discover that many LSF 

members did not know the Clark Y wing profile.  Several people assured me they used a 
Clark Y wing.  This proved on most occasions to be incorrect.  In particular, neither the Big 
Birdy  nor the Bird of Time  use this profile, although the Bird of Time may use a thinned 
down version of it.  It seems necessary to publish the ordinates of the Clark Y to correct 
some false impressions. 

The Clark Y, as it was designed about 1921 by Virginius Clark, is a profile with fairly 
strong camber of 3.6%.  It is 11.7% thick, the maximum thickness point being located at 
30% of the chord, measured as usual from the leading edge.  The underside of the section 
is not flat all the way but only from the 30% chord position to the trailing edge. 
 
My remarks about this profile may be summarised thus. 
 

The wind tunnel tests done at Stuttgart by Dieter Althausôs students, show the 
genuine  Clark Y still to be an extremely good low speed wing section, with a high 
maximum lift coefficient for a low stalling speed, and low profile drag at high angles of 
attack.  This results in a model which can turn tightly with a low minimum rate of sink.  It is 
hard to beat for light wind, weak lift conditions.  At high speeds, for ópenetrationô through 
sink or making way against a wind, the Clark Y wing will not do so well as sections with 
less camber and thickness. 

It should be clear that the wind tunnel tests were done on a very exact model wing.  
The good results predicted will not appear if the Clark Y section is not correctly plotted and 
accurately built.  That applies to all wing profiles but a final point worth mentioning is that 
all of the older sections, such as the Clark Y and the NACA 4 digit series, are probably 
less sensitive to errors in construction and surface finish than any of the new profiles 
designed with critical boundary layer flow conditions. 
 

1989/90 Newsletter No. 2 
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1989/90 Newsletter No. 4 
EDDIE  finishes  Level  5        by Mal Pring 

Eddie Smith became the second person to achieve Level 5 in Australia on January 7
th
, 1990, 

with the completion of his final task, an 8 hour slope flight. 

Having completed his 2 hour thermal mark on New Yearôs Eve, he flew on a little longer to 

record a time of 2 hrs. 20 mins. 37 secs, (and in so doing, eclipsed my own time to record a new 

S. A. record).  This is still far short of Rob Bentonôs L.S.F. record time of over four hours set in a 

postal contest about three years ago. 

 Eddieôs thermal flight had been holding him up for the last twelve months, having 

had many flights in excess of one hour, with several flights around the one hour forty five mark to 

his credit.  Once this was completed it was only a matter waiting for suitable conditions, and a 

cooperative weather pattern for the ensuing eight hours. 

 Until one does a long slope flight, one does not realize how much the weather 

changes over an eight hour period, both in wind strength and direction.  He used a slope facing the 

south east, which is about 400 metres long, and about 150 metres up from the base, with a slight 

kink around to the east at one end, and a slight kink to the south at the other, on the Myponga to 

Willunga Road, south of Adelaide. 

 Preparations were made for the flight by wiring up an external gel-cell battery to the 

transmitter, to give the required life for the flight.  The glider carried a set of 1200Mah batteries to 

ensure enough reserve power in the plane.  Just under half was consumed during the flight.  The 

Gel-cell had 4 diodes wired in series with the circuit to drop the voltage from 12 volts to an 

acceptable level for the long flight.  The gear used was JR Pulse S Transmitter driving an old 

Skyleader Receiver with 2 SRC6bb servos.  Rob Badenoch completed the trio, as he had to do a 

four hour flight for his Level 4.  He used a standard JR/Graupner computer MC-16 computer 

Transmitter (with heavy duty battery pack, which we discharged after his flight, and it was still 

going at about the 6 hour mark!)  A standard 500Mah battery was in the aircraft.  (A old Alpha H 

with modern Rx and servoôs) 

 Eddie and I arrived at the slope at about 8.00am, and proceeded to set up ready for 

the attempt, hoping that Rob had not slept in!  One thing good about this slope is, is that you can 

drive to the top, and use the cars as a wind break and base, as well as storing the luxuries of life, and 

having some music to listen to. 

 We saw Rob coming in the gate at the bottom, and the tempo of assembly increased,  

As showers were forecast, the front of the model was sealed with masking tape to prevent the entry 

of any unwanted water.  (This proved unnecessary as it turned out, but we did not want to chance a 

failure.)  At 8.44, after a quick radio check, the model was launched off into the blue sky.  The wind 

was an estimated 12-15 knots from the SE, directly up the slope.  At about 9.00, Eddie had 

company in the air in the form of a one to one scale Wedge Tail Eagle of about 2.5 metres span.  He 

(or she) was joined later by a mate, who were to pester, attack and formation fly for the rest of the 

time we were there. 

 The first hour passed relatively uneventfully.  Rob launched at about 9.58 to join 

Eddie in the air, and I followed a little later to keep them company.  This was not to last as the 

friendly wedgies decided they did not like the colour of my model, and I learnt a few very hasty 

evasive manoeuvres needed to keep them away from the model.  A wedgie, once committed in a 

straight line with wings slightly folded cannot turn quickly, so fast speed runs with pylon turns were 

the order of the day.  After about 40 mins., I decided to give him his piece of sky, and came in to 

land.  Later in the day, he got onto Eddieôs tail just as a good thermal came through, and it was a 

sight to behold with Eddie flying very fast into the wind, with the eagle about 2 metres behind, but 

being out climbed by the model and unable to get above for an attack.  He, (the eagle), finally gave 

up in disgust and joined his mate for the rest of the time! 

At about 11.45, the wind started to chop and change as thermal activity started to interfere 

with the slope lift, and the wind swung around to the east, and dropped in intensity, causing the 

height of both models to vary from 20 metres below the slope, to 200 metres above, with some low, 
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precise flying to maintain altitude at times, with the eagles playing tag.  We moved around to the 

easterly part of the slope for this period of time, with the boys foregoing the chairs for a reclining 

position on the ground.  At 2.02, Rob came in to land at 4hrs. 04mins. 35secs., having been very 

worried about his aircraft batteries for some time. 

 About 2.30, the breeze strengthened and returned to the SE (as Eddie had predicted), 

at a steady 12-15 knots.  This breeze continued for the next 2.5 hours, as Eddie flew solo to his 8 

hour flight time, landing at bout 4.48 for a flight of 8hrs. o3mins. 21secs. 

 We disassembled the model and retired to Eddieôs shack at Sellickôs Beach where 

Linda had dutifully bought some champagne in anticipation, and celebrated another piece of LSF 

(Aust) history.  (Eddie is the 72
nd

 LSF member to 

achieve Level V). 

 

Pictured ï Eddie Smith and Robin 

Badenoch immediately after having 

completed their 8 and 4 hour slope flights 

respectively on the slope near Myponga.  

Aircraft is Skyliner 22, repaired after wing 

fold at Jerilderie last year. 

 

 

1992/93 Newsletter No. 1 
3 FANTASTIC DAYS OF GLIDER FLYING  

Dear Chris,  

 I enclose a late report of a fantastic three days of glider flying.  This was the 
Cairnbrook Cape r, an event run near Traralgon in Victoria during the long 
weekend 7 -9 March in lovely weather .  The event is run annually for cross county 

competition, and some very good results have been achieved in previous years.  
The fliers taking part th is year were Peter Mather / Sagitta  XC, Max 
Haysom / Sagitta 900 scaled up by 1.3, Ralph Learmont / Eclipse, Scott 

Lennon / Total Eclipse (added tiplets), Tim Mellor / Apollo, David Hobby / Eclipse.   I 
flew my Merlyn, and I am delighted to say that I have now finished Level 5, by 

completing the 10km return cross country task.  Hooray Hooray!  It has taken me 
9 years and many attempts.  Peter and I were there early Saturday morning, and 
when Scott arr ived I could not resist the conditions and set off on a 10km return 

attempt.  There was negligible easterly drift, which made the winch battery really 
labour getting the Merlyn away on the 300 winch line. I was quickly in light lift 

and circling away down the course under a reducing cloud cover, wi th the 
thermal sniffer giving a good signal back to Peter who was Tactics adviser.  I 
think I made very slow progress with 2 bursts of advancing quickly down the road 

when I had got the model really high.  I was o ut of the car for quite a while at the 
turn point, conveniently marked by a crossing railway line and a small town.  It 
took quite a while to get the model up and away over the town.  I had a real 

feeling of frustration at the halfway back point.  It had c louded over a little while 
and I was stuck for about 30 minutes trying to get a real height gain.  The model 

would climb away in difficult weak lift from about 150 feet slowly to about 600 
feet, the either the lift disappeared, or I flew badly,, and found the model back at 
about 150 feet in search  before finding weak lift again.  On the 4 th  try the lift was 

more definite, and top ped by a small cumulus cloud.  I felt much happier, and 
the rest of trip was easy,  It still took me 2 hours and 12 minutes.  Defi nitely no 
prizes for speed with the old Merlyn.  Those in the know recommend that I ballast 
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it more.  Anyway back to the weekend.  Max Haysom had arrived in the 

meantime, and he also was in need of the 10km and return.  I jumped in to add 
to his team, and listening to h is thermal sniffer, off we went.   If anything, the 

good bits were better for him and the dramatic bit s worse .  The cumulus clouds 
were abundant, and really marked the good air, so we went from stepping stone 
to stepping stone, with a bit of c ircling as necessary,  It was at about half way 

back that we lost height, and needed to really scratch around.  Max finally 
worked it back up from about 80 feet with some great flying, and he finished the 

course in about 1 hour and 30 minutes.  He still ha d great height so he did a bit 
more thermalling to finish off his 2 hour task as well.  Not a bad start to the 
weekend!  While we were away, Tim Mellor the CD had declared that everyone 

was having so much fun, the competitive side of the weekend could wait  until 
another day.  Peter Mather took this opportunity to see if he could extend his 
one-way personal best.  

Off he went on the back of a utility.  We could go about 40km road distance for 
31km straight line dist.  He had forgotten to bring his back -up tra nsmitter, so his 

2hr 40min flt was about his limit for battery life anyway.  Scott Lennon put in a 1 
hour flight to finish Level 4 and Ralph Learmont joined in the LSF task 
achievement with an overkill of a flight.  He did a 1hr thermal flight finishing by 

sliding his Eclipse right up to the target.  He then finished Level TWO with a spot 
landing with his sonõs Albatross for contrast.  He had been sitting on level 2 for 

ages.  Perhaps the activity was brought on by Adam, his son, having a great time 
at the field with his Albatross, and mastering the landing pattern.  He now has 
his own LSF form.  Ralph continued his overkill of the LSF task programme with 

his results once the comp started the next day.  The first task was 4km out and 
return.  There was once again only a light drift. Which we had to work against to 
get to the turn point.  Peter Mather and Ralph both completed the task.  Ralph 

even saved his flight at power line height.  That gave him Level 3 distance and 
duration.  Tim  and Scott both nearly co mpleted the task, while Max and I had no 

problem making long flights but could not get away into the drifts.  Peterõs friend 
John shamed us by getting his Prelude 2. 5km up wind in a good flight.  The 
Saturday afternoon task was downwind race of 8.7km, time d from launch.  I went 

away first and managed a lazy circling  36min.  I donõt have a result sheet, but I 
think most made the distance, with Peter, Ralph and Scott doing it quickest in 

about 23min.  That was until I gave the Merlyn another late attempt.  Co nditions 
must have been better, and I knew the time to beat.  Whatever it was, it worked.  
I circled it up quite quickly, then trimmed  it down and headed it for the finish, 

and we chased it at 80 km/hr.  That was a 21min time, and one up for  balsa over 
fib erglass!  Ralph turned around and flew back up the course into the wind 
instead of landing off a long drive for the finish.  Scott and Tim  both just scraped 

in on their final glide .  The final task on Monday was going to be unlimited 
distance, but after Peterõs marathon effort on Saturday, we all thought it should 

be kept local.  A 23km closed course was set.  Conditions were much the same 
and the course started with the 8.5km down wind leg we had done the afternoon 
before.  Once again most people made the downwind bit with small distances 

made up the back of the course .  I think the best was about 1.5 upwind by David  
Hobby.  That was until the XC Master Peter Mather set out.  Perhap s the breeze 
had dropped, but he demonstrated that his model, which is ballasted to the FAI 

weight limit , has a truly impressive glide angle.  He also used his thermal sniffer 
well, however whenever the plane rose, and I would have circled, he mainly just 

slowed, unless it was getting a bit low.  He kept picking lift at the right time and 
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capped a great weekend with this fantastic flight.  23km closed course in 1hr 

15min.  Well done everybody.  
Thanks CD Tim Mellor.  Roll on next year.   

Regards,  Rob Benton  
(Note ï Rob is the 3

rd
 Australian to complete Level V, and the 81

st
 overall). 

 

1996/97 ï Newsletter No. 2. 

Speed Secrets from the Master (alias Daryl Perkins) 
From: MavtecAaol.com 

Date: Wed, 11 Dec 1996 22:30:26-0500 

Subject: [RCSE] Romania Bonehead 

 

 All right, all right.  You guys want to hear about some screw ups, Iôve done them all!! 

Launching battery packs is my specialty.  The last time was at 8 pounds on the slope after 

thermalling (thatôs right Lucas, thermalling) to altitude and doing consecutive rolls. Bad tape, well, 

Ok, good tape, just old tape.  Those 3 inches of canopy tape get really expensive over the years. 

 Those are always fun (done it many times), but my biggest bonehead was at the World 

Champs in Romania.  The scene: the winch line is about 50 yds long.  Not a problem for distance or 

duration, you can stand right behind the winch, but for Speed we often remote launch.  You know, 

stand at base A and have a thrower toss the model for us on command.  They give us 5 minutes prep 

time in groups, so when our turn is up, they call us and we have no choice but to go.  I was ready.  I 

had turned on my V-Ultra.  I had turned on my 9ZAP.  Everything functioned perfectly.  Hadnôt 

changed planes, so no reason to check model or set-up, it was perfect.  I had about 11/2 pounds of 

ballast as we had some upwind to launch into.  I was ready to go fast. 

 The competitor before me was having some problems.  Lousy air.  He aborted one launch.  

He aborted 2 launches.  At this point I reached down and turned off my mitter.  We charge on 

different chargers overseas due to the 220 volt outlets, and I wanted to make certain not to run down 

my tranny battery.  The gent in front of me took up his whole working time, and didnôt get his run 

off.  He was a good friend, and I felt bad for him. 

 The CD at this point took me by the arm and walked me around, pointing out the various 

safety lines.  We were using 2 winch lines and he didnôt want to see me costing myself 100 points 

stupid penalty.  I didnôt mind the wasting of time, as the prior flyer really had lousy air.  Why?  

Because a thermal was building.  I was content to wait. 

 I got back into position, and the wind stopped.  I begged for my working time, and I told my 

team, ñNo circling,ò were gonna blast.  I got my working time, and signalled Larry Jolly to launch 

my V-Ultra.  The plane went straight right outa his hand.  It was a perfect toss.  I gently pushed the 

rudder stick left to hook slightly downwind.  Nothing.  I coerced the aileron stick left, and model 

started to weathervane into the wind to the right.  I was horrified and started to scream, ñI ainôt got 

it,ò but the words stuck in my throat.  It was then that I realized, ñOh shi#*@, my mitter ainôt on!!ò  

I casually reached down and hit the switch, the problem is that it takes about 1 to 1 ½ seconds for 

the 9ZAP to ñboot up.ò  The plane went through some really neat gyrations before I got it back 

under control, but I was all outa sorts.  The winch had been stopped for about 6 seconds at this point 

due to the monster thermal, and was starting to smoke.  Sorry Joe (It was his winch). 

 The launch was as high as Iôd seen for this round, maybe higher, but definitely a keeper.  I 

had to keep the launch while the thermal remained on course, but get myself under control.  I was 

still panicked, and my thumb was still shaking.  I make a couple of circles, not to gain altitude, but 

to regain composure.  I did a slope race entry.  Dove straight towards myself to get a little punch 

from the crosswind, and entered.  Apexed the first turn at 3 ¼ sec. and got the horn, nailed base A 

and got another horn and apexed the last turn at 3 ½ sec. just as the horn sounded signalling a good 

run, and a 15.36. 

 Thatôs how I broke the World Champs speed record. Bonehead moves arenôt always a bad 

thing. 
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1997/98 Newsletter No. 3 
 

FLYING ON THE EDGE 

 
A red letter day for me was Saturday, February 28

th
, when I completed the first of my LSFV tasks; 

the eight hour slope flight.  I achieved this on the first day of a three day State F3F slope soaring 

championship held at Shelley Beach Bluff, Albany, Western Australia.  The launch landing area has 

two ramps for Hang Gliders to launch into winds from ESE to SSW.  The plane was launched at 

8.20 and I landed it at 4.30pm.  At eight hours, there was a countdown from some of the contestants 

accompanied by a cacophony of noise.  It took me another eight minutes to land.  I was ecstatic!! 

 

I was more than my usual nervous self when the plane was launched.  The wind unlike the previous 

day, was not blowing directly on to the slope but from an easterly direction, so for the first couple 

of hours, I was sloping from the next hill, only moving on to the face of the hill from which we 

were standing when the wind moved into a more south-east direction.  The wind speed was constant 

all day, (about 22-33 kph).  It did get bouncy for a couple of hours after lunch before settling down 

and was absolutely perfect for the last hour.  The wind was from the sea at all times and the plane 

was usually 300 ï 400 metres above sea level. 

 

I had one dramatic moment after about five hours of flying when the transmitter batteries were 

changed.  I was wearing a fanny bag containing eight sub-C cell alkaline batteries connected to a 

long Y harness; during a rehearsal the day before the change over worked perfectly.  Whereby Bill 

plugged in the second battery, then I switched on/off simultaneously, but on THE day it did not 

work and to my horror I saw the plane wildly circling and moving very rapidly back to the slope 

and then descending at breakneck speed to the ground.  I rapidly moved closer to the plane; while 

the batteries were quickly switched on and off until a connection was made.  I stabilized the plane 

and I will never forget the plane passing stately and slowly in front of me out of the valley and 

climbing back up into the air in front of the slope.  I would love to had had a photograph of that 

moment in time. 

 

It took me about an hour to settle down after that and then I began to worry about a good landing.  

The contestants in the contest were all cheering for me and telling me about wind changes which 

confirmed what in my tired state I was aware of.  What I was unaware of was the number of planes 

which were landing way down into the valley behind because of large area of dead air.  So we 

decided that the way to land the plane was the way I had used on previous flights here; I made a 

pass in front of the slope, then a down wind pass into the valley close to the slope; then another turn 

upwind; realizing that I was too high, made a very quick left hand turn and then landed almost at 

my feet to the applause of the crowd.  And I still had a plane!  Many thanks to all who supported me 

along the way.  It was much appreciated.  Congratulations to Richard Sutherland who flying his 

foamie Me-109 completed a one hour flight, his first LSF slope task. 

 

TECHNICAL DETAILS 

A 2.5m Clark Y Windrifter, 11.75 oz per square foot; rudder/elevator only.  Futaba TX, Hi tech 7 

channel RX, 4 Duracell 1.5 cells airborne, 2 x 8 Tx.  Yes, behind a bush discreetly hidden but in full 

view of the plane, a little camping porta potty; used once! 

 

Margaret Pettigrew  LSF 5442 

WARS Club, 14
th
 March, ó98 
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1998/99 Newsletter No. 3 
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KARTOON KORNER  

 

The following pages contain many of the cartoons that have appeared in the LSF Newsletters. 
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